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The Rev. John Zuidema in this issue raises a very relevant concern regarding
the downgrading of the Ministry of the Word in Reformed and Presbyterian
Churches in our present time. He raises the separation created between mis-
sion and maintenance, where the traditional place of the ministry of the Word
has been cast in the latter basket. This is a process that has happened over
some years already. The Church Growth Movement and its associated Seeker
Friendly Services have placed the feeding of the sheep a distant second after
entertaining the goats (to quote Charles Spurgeon). It's a process which has
resulted in many churches changing the historical aspects of the minister’s
calling, such as teaching catechism, which has been passed on to elders and,
over time, to unordained lay men and women. It has meant that the minister’'s
pastoral visitation is no longer seen as a part of his ‘core’ work. There are pas-
toral teams and ‘ministries’ put into place for these side concerns. The mission
statements they have speak of empowering each member so that all their giftings
are fully utilised, but the reality is a minister’s transformation into a C.E.O. So
he becomes not the minister we have known in the past as the Rev. J. Smith
B.D., but rather John Smith, M.C.!

The Rev. John Haverland deals with the heart of the minister’s work with his
article on preaching, while Dr. Bilkes brings out some of the reasons for the
pressures facing those in ministry today.

This issue also contains the beginning of a helpful series on apologetics
by the Rev. Garnet Milne. He covers for us two key methods for defending the
Christian faith.

Then you have the regular contributors. Our faithful work-horses for whom we
must again express our thankfulness.

May this Faith in Focus be a blessing to you and yours. May it keep you in
touch with what’s happening in our churches and in the world around us. And
may it also touch you so that you may be further built up for the worship and
service of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

“Until | come,
devote yourself
to the public reading of Scripture,
to preaching
and to teaching.”

1 Timothy 4:13

Cover photo: A tree in the forest, central North Island.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of the
Reformed Churches of NZ unless they expound the Biblical system of doctrine contained in
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dordt, or the Westminster
Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod of the Reformed Churches of NZ. On
the other hand, care is taken to ensure that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the
official position of the Reformed Churches as contained in the above sources without attention
being called to that fact.
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The joy of pastoral ‘maintenance”

ministry

John Zuidema

When Trudy and | first decided that | should
g0 to the RTC and be equipped for pastoral
ministry, many people said we were mad for
a number of reasons. One thing that was
constantly thrown at us was, “All the pulpits
are full, and there are even vicars waiting in
the wings for a call. You won’t have a job
when you finish and then what?” Well time
proved that this, although at the time true,
was soon not the case. Within two years
there were several vacancies, both in the
CRCA and the RCNZ and sadly it probably
hasn’t been true since that time.

Another refrain we heard constantly was,
“Don’t bother! Who wants to be involved in
‘maintenance’ ministry? If you are going to
do anything, then get into evangelism and
church planting — but not ‘maintenance’
pastoral ministry”. Well nearly ten years
later | am pleased to report that we are still
involved in the pastoral ministry or what
some call ‘maintenance’ ministry.

The present situation

Over recent weeks a number of ministers
have stepped down from the pastoral min-
istry and so the vacancies continue and
the need to find ministers and students for
the ministry gets even greater. There have
been a number of reasons no doubt why
ministers resign from the ministry before
their retirement age, but one reason | keep
hearing is that some ministers are tired of
doing what they call ‘maintenance’ ministry.
Well, let me state from the outset that yours
truly does not consider pastoral ministry as
‘maintenance’ and | find it disrespectful and
discouraging when other colleagues refer to
pastoral and pulpit ministry as such.

When | was on the dairy farm, we often
had to care for sick animals. When a cow
went ‘down’ we would transport her to a
warm hayshed and bring her food and drink,
hoping that with proper care she would return
to the herd and into full production. Some-
times however, a cow would just stop eating
and drinking and that would really disappoint
us, for we knew that the inevitable result
would be death.

Just as a herd of cows need to be fed and
cared for, so do the members of Church of

A response to a current view on ministry

the Lord Jesus Christ. Not only did Christ
give his life for the Church, He has provided
pastors and elders and deacons to care
for them. In fact most pastors themselves
were brought up on daily and weekly feeds
of God’s word, brought to them by loving
parents and faithful ‘maintenance’ pastors
and elders. So how sad it is when ministers
of the Word and sacrament fall for the trap
that nurturing and teaching and bringing the
glorious gospel to the saint’s week in, week
out, is of little use. In fact, | would go so
far as to say that this is the devil’s line to
undermine the basic vitality and very fabric
of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

‘Feed my sheep’

It is quite clear in the NT that Jesus, the
Great Shepherd as well as the Apostle Paul
put a great emphasis on ‘maintenance’
ministry. Jesus when He reinstated Peter
said, “Feed my sheep”. If ‘maintenance’
ministry wasn’t important, then much of
what Paul writes in his letters are just a
complete waste of time. Paul’s letters are
written to churches or individuals who were
ministering in churches so that the churches
and their leaders may be strengthened [Rom
1:11] and be supplied with what was possibly
lacking [1 The 3:10] so that they can do the

work that the Lord has placed before them
to do [Eph 2:10].

People who suggest that pastoral ministry
is ‘maintenance’ ministry need to realize that
when a person is converted it is only the be-
ginning and not the end of their Christian life.
Where would a new convert be if we said to
them, “Ah, now you believe, you are on your
own.” That is not the way it works. Paul often
refers to new Christians as ‘infants’ in Christ
or “infants” in the faith [1 Cor 3:1]. Infants
need to be fed, nurtured, and encouraged,
for if they don’t eat and are not encouraged,
they will suffer from lack of nourishment and
zeal for the Lord’s work.

| could use the analogy of our own fami-
lies. Sometimes raising children to adulthood
and maturity can be a very mundane task.
Not too many people like changing dirty
nappies and cleaning snotty noses, but it is
all part of parenting and needs to be done.
Could you imagine if it wasn’t done?

In the Christian church this is even more
important. Just because we are ‘born again’
and have become Christians does not mean
that Satan has given up on us. On the con-
trary he tries all the harder to bring us down
and rob us of our zeal for the Lord’s work,
our joy of forgiveness and our assurance of
salvation. Have we not experienced this
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Calvin ‘welcomed into the homes of the poor’.
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ourselves from time to time? Satan comes
and hurls his seeds of doubt into our minds
and shakes us and tries to discourage us.

Thankfully the devil cannot prevent us
from becoming Christians or rob us of our
crown but he can certainly make us miser-
able Christians. How many new and not
so0 new Christians have had struggles in
their lives because they have listened too
much to the voice of the devil and have not
understood fully some wonderful aspect
of the gospel which would soundly defeat
Satan’s attack?

The greatest encouragement

So how refreshing and encouraging when the
Lord’s servant can get up on Sunday and
expound the Scriptures and strengthen the

Lord’s people in their faith! How encouraging
to the elderly, the sick, the orphan and the
widow in distress that a pastor can come and
pray with them and read the scriptures with
them at home, reminding them of the Lord’s
victory and promises! How encouraging to
be equipped for works of service so that
all can be built up! How encouraging when
elders and deacons, indeed every member
actively encourages their fellow saints!
How encouraging when members of the
church witness to their neighbours because
they have been well fed by ‘maintenance’
ministry!

‘Maintenance’ pastors, by the Lord’s
grace, help make congregations strong in
the faith and when that occurs, obedience to
Christ and his will for our lives will inevitably

Preach the Word

increase. That's when home missions will
happen - perhaps not with a church plant,
but perhaps just speaking with a neighbour
about our great God and his love for sinners
in Christ. That’s when the Great Commission
begins to be fulfilled.

Praise God for so called ‘maintenance’
ministry and may it long continue to the
glory of God and the benefit of His people
and the extension of His Kingdom and may
our Reformed Theological College be filled
with men who have this desire!

The Rev. John Zuidema is the minister of
the Word and Sacraments in the Reformed
Church of Foxton.

John Haverland

“Is it worth all this effort?” | don’t know if
other ministers in our churches ever ask
themselves this question, but | do. | ask it
sometimes as | am working away at my desk
trying to understand a particular Greek word
and its significance in a passage. | ask it
at times when | am struggling to construct
an outline for a sermon. | ask it sometimes
on a Sunday after | have finished preaching
and it seemed that many did not understand
what | was trying to say, or, if they did, that
it did not make any difference to them. Is it
worth it? Is it worth eight to twelve hours of
study to write a sermon? Is it worth the time
and effort? Is this the most effective way to
communicate the truth of the Bible?

Many would say, “No”. They have exam-
ined this question and have concluded that
preaching is an ineffective and inefficient
means of declaring the truth of the Bible.
They claim that the cause of the gospel is
better served through other methods. “This”,
they say, “is an age of visual communication.
If you want to get through to people you need
a multi-media presentation: DVDs, pictures,
power point, drama. You don’t just want a
‘talking head’ up the front. People are going
to turn off. It's not going to work.”

However, we should not underestimate
the power of what we hear. Even today much
more information is communicated by plain
speech than in any other way. Despite this

visual age there is still an enormous number
of words being written, read and spoken.
Many business organisations and teaching
institutions still use the spoken word when
addressing large audiences. Spoken words
are also important for television - much of
what see and hear is presented by a person
or persons speaking to others. Think of all
the television talk shows as one example
and the news broadcasts as another. The
spoken medium is still well used.

Has preaching had its day?

Preaching is also a very personal medium
whereas the electronic medium is imper-
sonal; the people speaking through those
flickering images seem close at hand, but
they are remote, inaccessible and unap-
proachable. By contrast the preacher is ‘live’,
a flesh and blood person, someone ‘real’.
Moreover, he is accessible and approachable
- you can shake his hand after the service,
ask him questions and converse with him.
As local pastors we may not have the com-
munication gifts of Dr. Charles Stanley, but
the man preaching Sunday by Sunday is your
pastor - you know him and he knows you -
and together you are part of the living body
of Christ in your local congregation.

The Spirit’s power!

Yet, even in my local congregation, | still
sometimes ask myself; “Is it worth all this
effort?” That question usually arises out
of my inability to communicate the truth of
the Bible in my inadequate words. “...we
have this treasure in jars of clay”, wrote the
apostle Paul (2 Cor 4:7). Obviously he felt
the same deficiencies. He was also aware
of the barriers to communication; he wrote
that the message about Christ crucified was
“a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles” (1 Cor 1:23). He knew that his
preaching was not through “eloquence or
superior wisdom” but “in weakness and fear,
and with much trembling”. He did not go to
the Corinthians with “wise and persuasive
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words, but with a demonstration of the Spir-
it's power” (2 Cor 2:1-5).

That is the key! Preaching is “a demon-
stration of the Spirit’s power”! When Paul
wrote that “...we have this treasure in jars of
clay” he explained that this shows “that this
all surpassing power is from God and not
from us” (2 Cor 4:7). The power of preach-
ing does not lie in our ability, eloquence
or skill; it lies in the power of the Holy
Spirit, who takes the words of the Bible,
spoken through a human messenger, and
impresses them on the hearts and minds
of those who hear.

We continue to preach today because
we believe this is a method, chosen and or-
dained by God, for the communication of the
gospel. We do not preach merely because
this is part of our tradition - “We have always
done it this way”; nor for historical reasons
- “It has been effective in times past”; nor for
pragmatic reasons - “it seems to work”. We
do it because there is a compelling biblical
case for preaching.

The Command of Jesus

Just before his ascension Jesus commis-
sioned his disciples, as representatives
of the church of all ages and places, with
the task of being his ambassadors; *
repentance and forgiveness of sins will
be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses
of these things” (Luke 24:47). This is the
message of the Great Commission; “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
| have commanded you. And surely | will be
with you always, to the very end of the age”
(Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus commanded his
disciples to use the means of preaching to
make disciples of all nations.

The Command of the Apostles

In his instructions to Timothy the apostle
Paul noted that there are elders of the
church who are set aside especially for the
work of “preaching and teaching” (1 Timothy
5:17). Timothy himself was a teaching elder.
Paul urged him to concentrate his attention
on preaching. In his first letter he listed
various Christian doctrines and then wrote;
“Command and teach these things.... Until
| come devote yourself to the public reading
of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching”
(1 Timothy 4:11,13). In his second letter he
charged him to “Preach the Word” (2 Timothy
4:2). The word translated as “preach” here

“After hundreds of years, 3
He p :

reaches exactly 15 mjn

anyone’s feelings. He works from

kind of activity from giving out the
Makes lesg than a hundreq dollars

b.uys 800d books regularly, has ni

is the Greek word kerusso, which refers to
the authoritative proclamation of a herald
who was sent out by the king. No preacher
may make up his own message. Rather he
must pass on what he has received. This
is why Paul wanted Timothy to preach “the
word”. The Word of God is to be the content
and subject of preaching because it is the
Word of the King. A herald would proclaim his
message, crying it out in a public place so it
could be heard by the people. In this sense,
the Old Testament prophets were heralds, as
were the New Testament apostles - they were
called to the verbal and public proclamation
of the Word of God.

| have drawn your attention to only one
word that describes preaching; but the New
Testament has thirty words to describe this
great means of communicating the gospel.
This abundance illustrates the centrality of
preaching in the early church.
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Faith comes from hearing the message
It is true that preaching takes a lot of time
and effort; and listening to a sermon takes
concentration and application. It is also true
that we live in a visually orientated society.
This does not mean that we should cave in
to the culture around us. Preaching is the
primary means of saving the lost and edify-
ing the saved. Let’s not exchange God’s
chosen method for inferior substitutes of
human invention. God wants the gospel to
be preached: “How can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how
can they hear without someone preaching
to them?.... Consequently, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word of Christ.” (Romans
10:14). .

The Rev. J. A. Haverland ministers at the
Reformed Church of Pukekohe
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Fatigue in Christian Ministry

Dr. L.W. Bilkes

Many today complain of being busy, stressed,
and overworked. This phenomenon does not
pass by those in Christian ministry, whether
they are ministers, missionaries or office
bearers. Statistics tell us that more and
more Christian workers suffer from burnout.
Meanwhile, there is a widespread denial that
Christians can ever be overworked. Doesn’t
Paul exhort us not to be weary in well-doing
and not to faint? (Gal. 6:9; 2 Thess.3: 13)
We do well to look at some of the causes of
fatigue in Christian ministry and some cures
as well. | will focus on the gospel ministry,
but most of the principles apply to any posi-
tion of service in the church.

Causes

1. A minister has a full workload. He must
give himself to prayer and preaching. There
is also the work involved with the admin-
istration of the sacraments, the Christian
feast days, weddings, funerals, catechism
classes, meetings, reports, meditations, vis-
iting the sick, the dying, family visits, helping
out vacant churches, denominational work,
etc. A minister works many evenings as well
as days. Because he often works Saturdays
and Sundays a lot of energy is required. As
the letter of call states, he is responsible for
“all that pertains to the work of the minister
of the Gospel so that it is testified to all that
it shall go ill with the wicked and only those

who are justified by the blood of the cross
can have eternal peace.”

2. Ministers have a heavy workload. It is not
only the amount of work, but also the type of
work that often takes its toll. In many congre-
gations there are serious conflicts. Marital
breakdowns are increasingly common. Young
people have many questions and sometimes
many problems. Many older people struggle
with loneliness and wayward children. A min-
ister often finds a lack of spiritual life among
church members. Itis a joy to visit with those
who speak a great deal about the Word and
ways of the Lord. But to visit those who do
not look to the Lord is very difficult. To visit
couples whose marriages are breaking or
have broken up, to visit a family where there
is conflict or abuse, requires a great deal of
energy. We can carry these home with us as
heavy burdens.

3. The work of the ministry is never done.
When a minister comes home from work,
he does not leave his workplace. The tel-
ephone rings and family time together is
interrupted. Often the problem is not the
heavy workload, but the awareness that so
much work is left undone. This can prey on
a minister’s mind.

4. There is a change in how people view a
minister. At one time, a minister was viewed
in society as a highly respected person.
When he spoke out on issues, the whole
town or city took notice, even those who
were not Christians. Now, the minister is

Its Causes and Cure

seen as a peer and the authority he used
to have is gone. His words are easily dis-
carded or disputed. | do not want to say
that everything was better in the past or that
an autocratic minister matches the biblical
model. Nevertheless, the “double honour”
that Scripture demands for a minister (Titus
5:17) is fading.

5. A minister can easily suffer from lack in
his spiritual life. It may be that his faith-life
becomes routine and commonplace, or
spiritual exercises deteriorate to few and
are half-hearted. He may tend to laxness,
be detached, misguided or suffer other ef-
fects, but primarily this problem is related
to his faith life. Sometimes fatigue can lead
to spiritual decline; at other times spiritual
decline can lead to fatigue. Often the two
feed on each other.

Cures

What guidance can we offer Christian minis-
ters who suffer from fatigue?

1. A minister must see the duties of the
ministry in Scriptural light. He is not the
chief Shepherd (1 Pet.5: 4), but he is an
under-shepherd. We cannot substitute for the
work of the Spirit. We are to give ourselves
primarily to the ministry of the Word and
prayer (Acts 6:4). We must decrease and
Christ increase (Jn.3: 30).

2. Aminister must keep his own spiritual
vineyard (Song of Sol.1:6). A diminished
emphasis on communion with God will result
in diminished spiritual supplies for ministry.
Luther wrote in a letter to a friend: “l am
now so terribly busy that | can’t afford not
to spend two to three hours a day in prayer.”
Our logic typically is the reverse: we are so
busy that we can not afford to be long in
prayer. Luther thought the opposite, and so
did his Master (Lk.5: 16).

3. A minister must set his priorities in
consultation with his consistory (Session).
The ministry is to be shared with the elders
and the deacons as well as members of
the congregation. This will be different
depending on the size of the congregation
and the experience of the pastor. A consis-
tory should offer to have a reading service
a few extra times per year to alleviate the
burden of a young minister. It can be help-
ful to exchange pulpits with neighbouring
pastors. We pastors also need to realise
that the ministry requires co-operation
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and brotherly love in the consistory.

4. A minister must distance himself
emotionally from crisis situations when he
leaves a particularly tense meeting or diffi-
cult situation. This sort of self-protection has
nothing to do with insensitivity or hardness
on our part. When we are with members in
crisis, we must be there for them according
to scriptural guidelines, but when we leave,
we should no longer be completely bound up
in the situation, but distance ourselves from
it.

5. A minister must take time for study
as well as rest. In terms of study, he must
work through new and old theological works.
This deepens and enriches his insight and
enables him to give spiritual guidance in the
ministry of the Word to the congregation.
The congregation should allow the minister
to take study breaks and attend conferences
in addition to allotted vacation time. The

minister should not short-change his time
for personal rest and time with his wife and
family. A consistory and congregation should
not take a dim view of this, but rather encour-
age it.

6. A minister must recognise his limita-
tions as well as his gifts. We do not all
have the same gifts and character. There
are pastors who have received enormous
energy from the Lord; others have not. We
may not compare ourselves with others,
but rather everyone must know himself to
be accountable to the Lord Who knows our
strengths because He has given them to us.
He also knows our infirmities and knows that
we need rest and relaxation (Mk.6: 31). He
knows we need to be given refreshing grace
to resume ministerial labours. Sometimes
this simply involves days off; sometimes it
involves a few days or weeks away.

7. A minister must be resolute in impor-

tant matters and not entangle himself with
unimportant ones. The book of Proverbs
emphasizes the right use of our tongues to
promote truth and harmony. For instance, in
Proverbs 15 the Holy Spirit gives very practi-
cal instruction in this regard.

In conclusion, let us continue to be sober,
that is biblically sober, redeeming the time
(Col.4: 5). Let us, indeed, not be weary in
well doing, but neither allow ourselves to
become weary in well doing. This involves
much wisdom, which ultimately is to be found
with the Lord.

This article was taken from the June 2002
issue of the denominational magazine

of the Free Reformed Churches of North
America. Dr. Bilkes is the pastor of Em-
manuel Free Reformed Church of Abbots-
ford, British Columbia.

World in focus

Louisiana Senate passes abortion
ban

On 26 April, the Louisiana Senate passed a bill
that would ban nearly all abortions once Roe v.
Wade is overturned or a human life amendment
is added to the US Constitution.

The bill, which provides for an exception to
save the mother’s life, passed by a vote of 30-7,
and now heads to the state House. Unlike an
abortion ban that passed South Dakota earlier
this year, Louisiana’s ban includes a “trigger”
provision that would prevent it from taking ef-
fect immediately.

An amendment to the bill that would have
provided exceptions for rape and incest failed
on a 17-20 vote.

+ The Louisiana State Senate, PO Box 94183, Baton
Rouge, LA 70804 (225) 342-2040

Kentucky Governor sued for
Baptist School funding

A lawsuit against Kentucky Governor
Ernie Fletcher has been initiated by a gay
rights group for Fletcher’s decision to allow
a Baptist university to receive state funding.
The school expelled a student earlier this
month for ‘engaging and promoting’ homo-
sexuality.

The University of the Cumberlands expelled
20-year-old Jason Johnson after Johnson dis-
cussed his gay boyfriend on a student website.
The school’s policy on ‘attitude and conduct’
in the 2005-06 student handbook states that
participating in or promoting ‘sexual behavior
not consistent with Christian principles (includ-
ing sex outside of marriage and homosexuality)’

may result in suspension or expulsion from
the university.

The Associated Press reported that the
Kentucky Fairness Alliance filed the lawsuit
against Governor Fletcher, saying the Kentucky
Constitution prohibits the use of state tax money
to support religious institutions or entities that
are discriminatory.

+ Kentucky Fairness Alliance Capitol Office, PO Box
1280, Frankfort, KY 40602 (866) 205-3239

Presbytery in Taiwan plants new
church

In 2001 the Tainan Presbytery of the Presby-
terian Church in Taiwan (PCT) established O-bi
church. The Presbytery is now prepared to
start another church which will be located in
the Tainan suburb of Yong-kang, near Kun Shan
Technical University.

The Rev. Ting Chung-ho, head of the Pres-
bytery’s new church work task force, said that
after getting approval for the project discus-
sions were held about an open lot that might
be available. After inquiring about the owner,
it was discovered that he was an elder of a
PCT congregation.

“When our task force began to share our
vision with him, he immediately offered it to us
rent-free for ten years and contributed a million
Taiwan Yuan ($US31,378) to the project.”

+ Tainan Presbytery <tnppctw@ms34.hnet.net>

Pentecostal 100th Anniversary

Tens of thousands of Christians from around the
world have gathered in Los Angeles to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the Azusa Street re-

vivals, a series of prayer meetings that helped
launch the modern Pentecostal movement.

It's estimated that nearly one quarter of
all the Christians in the world are part of the
Pentecostal movement, which emphasizes the
power of the Holy Spirit.

+ Pentecostal Church of God International Headquar-
ters, PO Box 850, Joplin, MO 64834 (417) 624-7050

Assyrian Genocide Conference
forced to cancel
A conference on the 1915-1918 Turkish geno-
cide of Assyrians, Greeks, and Armenians was
cancelled because of threats received by the
speakers. The conference was scheduled for 27
April 2006. The conference was organised by
Foundation Assyria Netherlands and the Jewish
St. Synagogue in the city of Enschede.
Organizers cancelled the conference after
all four speakers withdrew their participation.
Mr. Z. Alsan, a Turkish national who received
the most threats, was to speak on why Turkey
denied the genocide. Some of the threats came
directly from Turkey.
+ Assyrian International News Agency

Reformed Bible College changes
name

Reformed Bible College has changed its name
to Kuyper College. Long-time supporter and
co-founder of Amway, Rich DeVos made the
announcement on 28 Apr., 2006. DeVos also
announced a US$1.2 million gift to fund a faculty
chair for a new music and worship major, and
to offset some of the expenses related to the
name change. DeVos said he was endowing
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the chair in memory of Jack Van Laan, an old
friend who taught music at Reformed.

DeVos’ gift is the single-largest donation
in the college’s 67-year history, though others
have contributed more over a longer period
of time.

DeVos suggested the name change because
it appeared the school was limited to Reformed
church members. Twenty-five denominations are
represented in the student body.

The school was renamed after Dutch Re-
formed theologian Abraham Kuyper, who died
in 1920.

Kuyper College’s Christian mission won’t
change, but its programs will continue to grow.
The college offered five major study programs
in 1995, all ministry-related. Today the school
counts 17 majors, including professional pro-
grams in accounting, business administration,
communications, and social work.

+ Kuyper College, 3333 East Beltline NE, Grand
Rapids, MI 49525 (616) 222-3000

Shrine worship may be forced

Former Japanese Minister of Education and
Science, Mr. Shingo Machimura, said, “The
Fundamental Law of Japanese Education should
be amended to make the primary school chil-
dren’s worship-visit to Ise Shrine (Shrine for
the ancestors of the Emperor) possible.” Prof.
Tetsuya Takahashi of Tokyo University said,

“This comment means the real revival of the
National Shintoism.” The cabinet of Japanese
Government might decide the proposal of the
legislation of this amendment even tomorrow.
Tokyo’s public school teachers had already
been severely forced with punishment to sing
Kimigayo, the praise to the emperor. Japanese
government has been trying to bring National
Shintoism gradually into the educational system
of Japan. The right wing “Japan Congress” has
been supporting this trend strongly.

+ Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America,
Japan Presbytery, Covenanter Center Building, 1-25-2
Nakayamate-dori, Chuo, ku, Kobe 650-0004, Japan

Will Navy Chaplain be court-
martialled for praying?

Lt. Gordon Klingenschmitt, a chaplain stationed
at Naval Station Norfolk said he could face
court-martial for praying in uniform outside the
White House. Klingenschmitt said he prayed at
a 30 March protest opposing Department of
Defense rules that forbade military chaplains
to invoke the name of Jesus Christ.

Klingenschmitt is accused of violating an or-
der not to appear in uniform at news conferences
in support of personal or religious issues.

A complaint against the Navy has been filed
by Klingenschmitt claiming the threat of punish-
ment against him amounts to religious harass-
ment, and he’s appealing to the White House to

Calling all country boys and girls to become

f : . l L}
&
7GRS T R

Then write to me —

If you have always wanted to be a Cadet or
Calvinette but live too far away from a club,
we would love to hear from you!
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old, and you would be a correspondence member
with the closest club, able to attend camps and any
club functions that you could make.

Your counsellor and cadre would be your
correspondent friends and leader.
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Eddie van Leeuwen, 40 Victors Road
Hoon Hay, CHRISTCHURCH

end what he claims are the military’s attempts
to take reprisals against a whistle-blower.

+ Dept. of the Navy, 1200 Navy Pentagon, Rm.
4B463, Washington, DC, 20350-1200

Texas case will address court
interference in church matters

The Texas Supreme Court has announced it
will hear a case that could determine whether
courts have the authority to interfere with mat-
ters such as church discipline. The case began
nearly six years ago when Buddy Westbrook,
pastor of Crossland Community Bible Church
of Forth Worth, Texas, disassociated female
church member Peggy Penley over divorce and
adultery. Pastor Westbrook was sued after send-
ing a letter to church members informing them
of the reasons for Penley’s removal.

Liberty Legal Institute is representing the
church in the lawsuit. One of Liberty Legal Insti-
tute’s goals is ‘to make sure that we establish
clear precedent that pastors are immune from
suit under the Constitution of the US.’

+ Liberty Legal Institute, 903 E. 18th St., Suite 230,
Plano, TX 75074 (972) 423-3131

How to pray for your wife

Teaching Elder Mark Weathers, associate pastor
of Providence Presbyterian Church in Concord,
North Carolina, has written How to Pray for
Your Wife: A 31-Day Guide (Good News and
Crossway).

How to Pray for Your Wife: A 31-Day Guide
is an interactive prayer journal, intended to
help husbands study and better understand
the uniqueness of masculinity and femininity
as expressed in marriage.

This book is for all husbands who wish to
better understand how God made their wives
and how they can pray biblically for them. The
study guide at the end of the book, designed
to help pastors and leaders in their teachings
on marriage, draws from the themes of the
book’s daily readings and can be adapted for
men’s Bible studies, men’s retreats, premarital
counseling, or discipleship meetings.

It will be published 11 September 2006.

+ Pastor Mark Weathers, Providence Presbyterian
Church (PCA), 551-C Pitts School Rd., Concord, NC
28027 (704) 788-8899

+ Ordering information: <http://www.gnpcb.org/prod-
uct/1581347863>

Lecture series on the Bible and
the Law
The Rev. George Gatis, Ph.D., Th.D., J.D., was
the featured speaker at the annual Dr. Ronald
W. Taber lectures at Western Reformed Seminary
in Tacoma, Washington. Dr. Gatis lectured each
evening, 24-28 April, on the topic ‘The Bible and
the Law.” Topics included the Bible's require-
ments for the type of government and laws,
the relationship of Biblical hermeneutics to the
application of Biblical laws today, criticisms of
recent Supreme Court decisions, and a detailed
criticism of the Salem witch trials.

A Bible Presbyterian minister and a practicing
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attorney, Dr. Gatis has served as a chaplain
at Harvard University, where he founded the
Hope for Harvard apologetic and evangelistic
organisation, and is now a parttime chaplain at
the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina. Gatis
also serves as a counsel to the Rutherford
Institute on the First Amendment.

Copies of the five lectures are available from
the seminary for US$20 in either DVD video or
CD audio format. Send E-mail requests to <reg-
istrar@wrs.edu>, or call 1-(877) WRS-CALL.

The Taber lecture series is an annual event
at Western Reformed Seminary, sponsored by
the Dr. Ronald W. Taber Memorial Fund. Dr.
Taber was an active educator and political
leader in Washington state. The lectures are
to provide scholarly and popular presentations
of the Reformed faith and its application to the
church and modern culture.

+ John Battle, Western Reformed Seminary, 5 South
G Street, Tacoma, WA 98405

Mass baptism at historic
Presbyterian Taiwan church

Bak-sa Presbyterian Church celebrated the sac-
raments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper on
Palm Sunday. Forty-five adults received baptism
and the rite of confirmation, and 11 children
were baptized.

Bak-sa Presbyterian Church was founded 138
years ago when James Maxwell, a missionary
from Scotland, did evangelistic work among the
lowland aborigines living in the area. In the past
entire families would be baptised together, but
this time the persons came one by one, includ-
ing elderly people who had been considered
‘church adherents’ for years.

+ Bak-sa Presbyterian Church, FAX +886 7 668 1744

Concerned citizens about Sudan

A letter signed by 119 members of Congress
has been sent to Secretary Condoleeza Rice
urging the appointment of a special envoy for
Sudan.

As the fighting in Darfur rages on, there
is a need for an envoy who can focus on
this issue and on keeping the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement together. One choice for the
appointment might be Ambassador Tony Hall,
a former member of Congress from Ohio who
is now the current ambassador to the United
Nations Food and Agricultural Organization in
Rome. The appointment of a special envoy will
send a clear message to Khartoum that the
president continues to place a priority on Dar-
fur and that he will not let the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA) fail.

+ The Honorable Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of
State, 2201 C St. NW Ste 7276, Washington, DC

20520

PKN predicts 40 percent
reduction in ministries

Haaije Veenstra, the General Director of the
Service organisation for the Protestant Church
in The Netherlands (PKN), has projected a 40

percent reduction of ministries over the next ten
years. Veenstra has predicted the decline based
on current demographics in the churches.

The PKN synod was told by Veenstra that
it is responsible to plan for restructuring now.
Among the proposals to the synod meeting in
April was a reduction in regional service centres
from nine to four. Some delegates suggested
getting rid of regional centers altogether, while
others wanted to keep all nine. The synod did
not accept the reduction outright, but asked the
director to study how the regional and central
offices would relate to each other.

+ Protestant Church in the Netherlands, Joseph
Haydnlaan 2A, Postbus 8504, 3503 Utrecht <www.
protestantchurch.nl>

State in Nigeria accused of
seeking to train Jihadists

The Nigerian government said intelligence
agents had found that Kano state in northern
Nigeria was seeking foreign support to train 100
jihadists among vigilante enforcers of Islamic
law (sharia) called Hisbah. The state sought
to train the militants in ‘intelligence’ and the
‘practice of jihad’ with the help of foreign Islamic
governments, said Nigerian Information and
National Orientation Minister Frank Nweke Jr.
Christians in sharia states have complained of
assault, harassment, intimidation, and flagrant
violation of the religious rights of Christians by
the Hisbah, which one leader said is a ‘terror
machine’ in the hands of fanatical Islamic
governments aimed at strangulating Christianity
in northern Nigeria.

+ Compass Direct, PO Box 27250, Santa Ana, CA
92799-7250 (949) 862-0304

+ National Information Technology Development
Agency, Plot 695, Port Harcourt Crescent, Off
Gimbiya St., Area 11, Garki, Abuja, Federal Capital
Territory, Nigeria

Court favours homosexuality over
Chaplain’s right

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals which is
based in Cincinnati ruled officials of an Ohio
prison had the authority to punish chaplain
William Akridge for refusing to permit an open
homosexual to lead an inmates’ praise band
in a Protestant worship service.

This ruling appears to be a victory for work-
place, anti-discrimination policies that include
‘sexual orientation’ as a category when in
conflict with religious exercise rights.

The self-confessed homosexual prisoner was
prevented from leading the band in October
2002, at the Madison Correctional Institution
(MCI), by Akridge, a 1968 graduate of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. The inmate filed a complaint with deputy
warden, Bobby Bogan, who ordered Akridge to
permit the homosexual prisoner ‘an opportunity
to be one of the choir directors.’

Because Akridge did not obey the order, he
was charged with insubordination and fined two
days’ salary. Akridge was then transferred to
another correctional institution where he filed

suit against his superiors, alleging their retali-
ation against him was unconstitutional.

According to the Plain Dealer, Akridge said,
“"The leaders that the chaplain selects implic-
itly implies an endorsement and approval of
the lifestyle of the selected leaders.” Akridge
also said a homosexual music leader “would
violate my conscience and make me guilty in
the sight of God.”

+ US Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, 540
Potter Stewart US Courthouse, 100 East Fifth St.,
Cincinnati, OH 45202 (513) 564-7000

Mexico’s President refuses to
sign hill

Mexican President Vincente Fox, announced he
will not sign a drug bill legalising possession of
illicit drugs passed by Mexico’s Congress.

Fox made a statement on 3 May saying he
will ask the Congress to change the bill ‘to make
it absolutely clear in our country, the possession
of drugs and their consumption are, and will
continue to be, a criminal offense.’

Judith Bryan, a spokeswoman at the US
Embassy in Mexico City, said US officials had
‘urged Mexican representatives to review the
legislation urgently to avoid the perception that
drug use would be tolerated in Mexico, and to
prevent drug tourism.’

Disputes over the bill flared up over its
provision that ‘consumers’ as well as addicts
could possess small amounts of heroin (25 mil-
ligrams), cocaine (500 milligrams), marijuana (5
grams), and other harmful drugs such as LSD
so that law enforcement officials could turn
more of their attention on drug dealers and the
country’s escalating drug-related violence.

The law threatened to become a major point
of contention in the immigration debate.

+ American Embassy Mexico, PO Box 9000, Browns-
ville, TX 78520-9000

Hate literature ruling reversed

The highest court in the province of Saskatch-
ewan has reversed a 2002 decision by the
Court of Queens Bench which ruled that a
man who placed references to Bible verses on
homosexuality into a newspaper ad was guilty
of inciting hatred.

The 11 December 2002 decision was in
response to an appeal of a 2001 Saskatch-
ewan Human Rights Commission (HRC) ruling,
ordering the Saskatoon StarPhoenix newspaper
and Hugh Owens to pay US$1,500 to three
homosexual activists for publishing an ad in the
Saskatoon newspaper which reflected Owens’
religiously-based views on homosexuality. Owen
placed the ad in 1997.

Since the previous court ruling had indicated
that the Bible verses themselves expose ‘homo-
sexuals to hatred,” Christian legal experts were
concerned that the Bible itself may be banned
due to the passage of the hate propaganda
legislation in Canada.

+ Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission, 8th Fir.,
Sturdy Stone Building, 122-3rd Ave., N., S7TK 2H6
(306) 933-5952
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International Bible Society offers
hope to recovering addicts
International Bible Society (IBS) announced a
first for addicts. IBS is offering the voices and
faces of actual recovering addicts. The Journey
of Recovery New Testament and The Journey of
Recovery DVD are endorsed by the American
Association of Christian Counselors.

More than 50 million people in the US are
addicted to alcohol, drugs, pornography, eating
disorders, or gambling. Churches often do not
know how to address the problem.

With the launch of its new Recovery Minis-
try, IBS reaches out to addicts through photos
and footage of real people telling the own real
stories.

+ International Bible Society, 1820 Jet Stream Dr.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 (719) 488-9200

Power struggle within Russian
Orthodox Church

The UK branch of the Russian Orthodox Church
is in a bitter power struggle over a plan to
break from Moscow. Parish councillors say they
have been expelled for opposing the plan, and
the cathedral door locks have been changed
to keep them out.

Bishop Basil of Sergievo, acting church head,
says the values of the Moscow church are at
odds with the UK diocese.

According to Becky Branford of British
Broadcasting News, Bishop Basil wants to break
away from Moscow and be accepted under the
jurisdiction of Constantinople—which, according
to religious commentator Felix Corley, is a more
‘Western-oriented, liberal grouping.” Mr. Corley
says, “These values are resisted by many of
the church’s new, more conservative Russian-
speaking members, who now make up the bulk

of the congregation. They expect a traditional
church, similar to what they grew up with.”

+ Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, 74
East 93rd St., New York, NY 10128 (212) 534-1601

Human sexuality the issue of
breaking fellowship

The Archbishop of Sydney, Australia, the Most
Rev. Peter Jensen, told New Zealand evangelicals
why he believes human sexuality is correctly
the issue at which Anglican churches should
consider breaking fellowship.

At a national Latimer Fellowship conference
at Christchurch, Archbishop Jensen stated that
the real reason this is a make-or-break issue
has to do with the teachings of the Bible. “The
Biblical ideal of sexual relationships specifically
excludes same-sex relationships. The Biblical
teaching makes this a matter of spiritual life
and death. That is crystal clear from both the
Old and New Testament.”

“l say with all solemnity to those who say
the blessing of same-sex unions is okay, and
who will ordain clergy living in same-sex unions:
How can you do this when the souls of those
involved are in peril?”

+ Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney, St. Andrew’s
House, 474 Kent St., Sydney, NSW 2000

Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) Moderator speaks

In the Moderatorial address to the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) General Assembly Rev.
John MacLeod, newly-elected Moderator , argued
that the answer to the problems underlying the
disintegration of families and communities lies
in the Church taking to heart the authoritative
message of the Bible and proclaiming it to the
wider community and nation.

Mr. MacLeod pointed out that the guidelines
and policies of many professionals and of
government at every level are, to an increasing
extent, unacceptable in Christian terms and that
the adoption of such policies has been largely
responsible for bringing about the isolation,
frustration and despondency experienced by
an increasing percentage of the population of
Scotland. Those in positions of influence and
authority have given godless guidance and
people are suffering as a result.

+ Rev. John MacLeod MA, Free Church Manse, Pot-
mahomack. Tain, Ross-shire, IV20 1YL

‘For Christ’s Crown and Covenant’
DVD
The Reformed Presbyterian Church in Ireland in
conjunction with Spinnaker Films has recently
produced a DVD on the story of the Scottish
Covenanters of the 17th Century with the
present witness of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church in Ireland.

The DVD (US version) lasts for 1% hours.

+ Robert McCollum, Convener Bookshop and Publica-
tions, <www.rpc.org>.

Church of England chides
Madonna

The Church of England has criticised Madonna
after the pop-singer kicked off her current tour
Sunday night suspended from a large mirrored
Cross. “Why would someone with so much talent
seem to feel the need to promote herself by
offending so many people?” asked the state-
ment issued after her Los Angeles performance.
Madonna’s spokesperson was not available for
comment.

+ Rev. Mr. Charles A. Collins Jr., 289 Hastings Dr.,
Goose Creek, SC 29445

A feminine focus Sally Davey

Amy Mcintosh
A very ordinary
New Zealand
Missionary

Recently a friend of mine made a sugges-
tion. Christian women of past centuries who
are famous for spectacular acts of faith or
service can sometimes seem too remote to
inspire us. Why not, she asked, tell the story
of someone who comes from really familiar
circumstances—an ordinary, homely, New
Zealand woman who could have been one
of us? So she lent me a book—and that
was my introduction to Amy Mcintosh, OMF
missionary.

Her times and place

Amy Mclntosh is certainly typical of her time
and place. In the twentieth century New Zea-
land Christians have served as overseas mis-
sionaries in very great numbers. They have
gone from Anglican, Presbyterian, Baptist
and Brethren churches—and more recently,
from the bigger charismatic churches that
have grown up in our larger cities. Many of
them have been plain, ordinary, generous-
hearted New Zealanders who simply cared
about the lost—who wanted to do what they
could to take the gospel to those who had
never heard it. Many have been earnest,
committed men and women who gave up
a great deal in order to serve Christ this
way. Amy was just such a person. She was
what you might call a ‘typical’ twentieth-
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century New Zealand missionary. Matter-of-
fact, common-sense, even stubborn in her
commitment, she was Christ’s from a very
young age, and decided to follow Him to the
mission field. But she was also an ordinary
lady of her generation in very many ways. She
was the sort of person you might have seen
walking along the main street of your home
town in the 1980s and of whom you would
have thought: “There goes someone’s Gran.”
And true enough: if you are in your late 30s
or early 40s now, she, or someone her age,
would be your Gran. And some Grans were
missionaries.

Amy was born in the years just before
World War One—probably one of the most
prosperous periods in our short history.
New Zealand’s businesses, particularly our
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farms, were doing well. But Amy’s own fam-
ily was suffering sorrows at this time. When
she was only seven her father, Henry Carter,
died. Her mother, Ethel, not yet 30 years old
herself, was still grieving the loss of twin
babies and a 9-month-old daughter. It was
devastating. But she had a firm faith in God,
and knew how to draw strength from Him in
her hour of deepest need. Little Amy felt very
insecure, and was terrified she would lose
her mother as well. She used to tiptoe down
the hallway at night and listen for the sound
of Ethel’s breathing to reassure her. When
Ethel found this out she talked seriously with
Amy, telling her that those who had Jesus in
their heart need no longer fear. Solemnly, the
little girl asked for Jesus to cleanse her from
her sins and come and live in her heart.

Shortly after this the Spanish flu came
to New Zealand, carried by soldiers return-
ing from the war in Europe. Both Amy and
her mother came down with it, and were
not expected to live. But God spared their
lives, and they and Amy’s little sister went
to the Coromandel Peninsula with their
grandfather to recuperate. They lived in the
open air and cut cocksfoot and paspalum
grass for seed, which they sold to support
themselves. Then came a new start for the
family. Ethel was offered dressmaking work
in Napier, and there they set up home. The
girls went to school and they all attended a
small Baptist church. Missionary speakers
from Britain regularly toured New Zealand in
those days. One, from the Children’s Special
Service Mission, held a meeting beside the
paddling pool on Napier's Marine Parade.
Amy was entranced: it began her long as-
sociation with this organization. (She and
her sister Myrle were already supporting a
missionary in China with their savings and
their knitting).

A loving, godly father

A warm friendship between the Carters and
Mr Lascelles, their pastor, developed into
something more; and when Mr Lascelles
was asked to take up the post of Secretary
of the Baptist Union and Treasurer of the
Baptist Missionary Society, he asked Ethel
to marry him. Thus God provided Amy and
Myrle with a loving, godly father to shepherd
them through their teenage years. The family
moved to Wellington to take up the new post,
and Amy became very active in church life
with her many talents of music, writing and
teaching Sunday School. She also trained
as a primary school teacher. However, her
somewhat restless spirit was dissatisfied;
and one night she overheard her parents
praying that she might have more joy in her

service for the Lord. This appalled her, and
she went to bed in a state of great offence.
However, God answered their prayer a little
later when she went to stay with friends and
visited their church. Apparently the minister
was teaching Keswick (or possibly early Pen-
tecostal?) ideas about complete surrender
to God, and not resisting the Holy Spirit. She
responded to a request for the young people
to remain behind and answered “Yes” to the
call to make a public commitment—to give
up her will in everything to God. Her Christian

Norman and Amy in their retirement

walk became much more devoted. Prayer, the
Scriptures, and witnessing to Christ became
a delight to her. Whatever happened, Amy
seems to have become more committed to
serving Christ from then on.

Call to mission
About this time Amy became more focused
on the possibility of a call to the mission field.
China was her goal. This was not surprising.
In these years (the early 1930s) the work of
the China Inland Mission was flourishing,
and missionaries were advancing further and
further among hitherto untouched peoples
there. There was a lot of exciting talk about
China and the CIM in churches in New Zea-
land at this time. She thought at first the CIM
would turn her down on medical grounds,
as her father had died of tuberculosis and
she feared this history would tell against
her. However, the TB specialist she saw did
not believe it was a hereditary condition;
and she was free to leave for Auckland to
study at the Bible Training Institute by way
of preparation.

Amy’s years there were full of study,
various ministries in local churches (such
as children’s evangelism) and constant
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witnessing to people she met. Whether on
the street, in buses, or wherever she went,
she encountered someone willing to talk
about Christ. Many appeared to come to faith
through her witness in those years.

Meeting Norman

But this was not the only blessing of Amy’s
study at the BTI. In her second year she met
Norman Mclintosh, a keen, earnest student
who had been an impoverished farm labourer
at Gapes Valley near Geraldine when he was

converted. Norman was terribly self-con-
scious about his poor background and his
lack of education; and he was painfully shy.
He had scraped together his fees for the BTI
by shearing sheep and then doing odd jobs
around the college, and he felt hopelessly
unworthy of the bright, much-admired Amy
Carter. However, she was attracted to him;
and it was only her belief that missionary
service meant remaining single, like her
heroine, Amy Carmichael, that held her back.
When Norman finally mustered the courage
to ask her to marry him, she accepted. What
made her decide that this was not a diver-
sion from her true path of sacrifice? She
believed she had heard God speak directly
to her in the words of a text being read out
in church: “If it were not so, | would have told
you.” This she took as God’s directive that
she was to marry Norman! (Of course she
had interpreted the text completely out of its
context, though there was nothing unwise
about her marrying Norman). | should add
that all her life Amy believed that God spoke
directly to her (usually through questionably-
applied Bible texts) on matters of specific
guidance.

Norman himself had also applied to the
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China Inland Mission, and like Amy, had been
accepted. They were not allowed to marry
before they left, as in those days several
years of language study were required before
permission to marry was granted by the
CIM. So they set off separately, and for two
years studied in preparation for their coming
work. Committed to China, with all its needs
and terrible poverty, they both put on the
traditional blue and black Chinese clothing.
In these years of war in China—both with
the Japanese invaders and with the Commu-
nists—international tensions were obvious,
and foreigners faced increasing hostility.

Amy and Norman also experienced anoth-
er tension at language school—feelings of
inferiority because they came from a small,
insignificant country. New Zealand was not
among the most prestigious of the nations
from which missionaries came to China. Amy
and Norman felt self-conscious and terribly
unsophisticated beside the American, Brit-
ish and European missionaries. Their eldest
daughter, Linnet, later wrote that Norman,
traveling to language school with a bright
young couple who were “both university
graduates, knowledgeable, confident, ag-
gressive,” asked himself “What on earth
did [I] have to bring to the people of China
alongside these shining lights?” He found
language study a ‘hard grind’. Inevitably,
as he sized himself up against men from
North America, Britain and the Continent
who were well-educated, gifted and socially
poised, he felt besieged by self-doubt.” Amy
experienced the same kinds of things at her
language school. Linnet tells this story:

“Coming from a very small country, the
New Zealanders found themselves often
irked by the ‘superior’ attitude of some who
felt they were the CIM, originating as they did
from lands where the mission had long been
established. In such an international situa-
tion, national pride could become amazingly
prickly and a source of tension.

From a country off the map

It was the custom on Sunday afternoons for
each woman in turn to speak about her own
country, giving some spiritual overtones.
When Amy’s turn came, she thought, ‘I'll
show them!” Hanging on the wall was a big
map of the world. She swung around to point
out her beloved homeland and, lo and be-
hold, it wasn’t there! Whoever had prepared
that map hadn’t even included New Zealand,
God’s Own Country!”

However. when Norman and Amy married
and arrived at their first post in Shaanxi they
found that their Kiwi resourcefulness was
far more important than university degrees

or social poise. It was a pioneer situation,
and they were surrounded by desperate
poverty. Believers were very few. They had
to set to work to establish a church, as well
as deal with a multitude of practical needs.
A cholera epidemic was killing hundreds a
day at its peak. The local officials fled in
panic. At this point of medical danger their
first baby, Linnet, was born; but thankfully
all were kept safe. They took in a little baby
girl whose mother had died of the cholera.
Because the CIM did not permit their mis-
sionaries to adopt local children, they nursed
her back to health until a local church couple
took her in. Norman’s practical skills as a
farmer were invaluable in these situations,
and they turned their hands to all kinds of
emergencies.

For some time Norman and Amy had
dreamed of Tibet, which they had heard of
as a closed-off, desperately needy place
spiritually; and they longed to go there one
day. When they heard that their next post
was to be 800 miles further to the north-
west—nearer to Tibet—they were thrilled.
Norman was to be treasurer for a hospital
with one wing devoted to Tibetan refugees.
He was somewhat alarmed at the book-
keeping work (figures were not his strong
point), but he soon found that through hard
work and attention to detail he was equal
to the task.

Ministry in Tibet

Norman and Amy’s later work in China, as a
door opened in the grasslands of Tibet, is a
fascinating story. Through the whole of their
15 years in China, and then in Tibet, they
lived in countries that were more or less
in a state of war. The Communists were a
continual presence in the background-and
sometimes in the foreground—wherever
they went. Finally, in 1951, they were de-
tained in their village by Communists, who
accused Norman and another missionary
of various crimes. Over a year passed, with
many tense moments, before they were
finally released and able to go out through
China and thence to Hong Kong; where they
joined their older children, who had been at
boarding school. For the rest of their lives of
service in the CIM (later the Overseas Mis-
sionary Fellowship, or OMF) they continued
this pattern of working in Asia wherever
freedom from direct Communist danger al-
lowed. This took them to Malaya, Singapore
and the Philippines. They grieved for the
doors that had closed into China and Tibet,
and suffered in spirit for the many Chinese
Christians who, they well knew, must be
enduring much persecution.
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Back in New Zealand

Their life’'s work as missionaries ended in
New Zealand, as Norman was appointed
the OMF’s Director for this country five years
before he retired. They were not prepared the
cultural shock many missionaries experience
when they return to their own countries. The
majority of the Asian population was under
25 in the postwar period, and they were ac-
customed to churches full of young people.
The church they attended on their first Sun-
day back in the South Island seemed to be
full of the elderly! They felt like strangers in
their own country, and it took some time to
adjust to what had been going on socially,
politically and theologically during their many
decades of service in Asia. It took time to
reacquaint themselves with the warm hearts
and the loving, caring people underneath
those winter coats and hats. Like many
missionaries who have given their lives to
the cause of the gospel in far-off places it
was hard to return home to their own people,
since those they served had become their
people. We need to think about this when
we remember loved church members who
spend decades of their lives away. Do we
pray for them? Do we take a warm interest
in what they are doing, month by month, so
that we’re in touch with them, and they are
in touch with us? How best can we welcome
them back to their “new home” when they
return?

This, then, is the story of one of us: an
ordinary Kiwi woman who gave her life to
Christ and to sharing Him with others. Yes,
Amy was very ordinary; but the work of the
Gospel is extraordinary work, and God calls
us to a wonderful, blessed calling when He
gives us service like this. Have you thought
about such a possibility? Could you—would
you—give your life over to do what Amy
and Norman did? Perhaps we should think
about it. I'm reminded of Paul’'s words to
the Corinthians:

For consider your calling, brothers: not
many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world
to shame the strong; God chose what is low
and despised in the world, even things that
are not, to bring to nothing things that are,
so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-9)

Note: The details in this article have been
taken from the book Never Say Can't,

by Linnet Hinton (Norman and Amy’s
daughter).
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The gates of Jerusalem

Patricia van Laar

Philippians 2: 8 “Being found in the ap-
pearance of a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. Therefore God highly
exalted Him...”

Valleys are places of late morning sunshine
and early shadow. What a number of meta-
phorical expressions the valley gives us—a
vale of tears, a valley of depression, a val-
ley of failure, a valley of difficulty. In recent
reading | came across the phrase ‘valley
of despair.” The valley is a low place in our
life. The valley speaks of sorrow. The valley
is the place of mourning. In Psalm 23, the
deepest depth of our lives is the Valley of
the Shadow of Death. Dan Hayden, (in Name
Above All Names), contrasts the Lord with
the ‘spirit guides’ of the so-called New Age
movement, rightly seeing the latter as de-
monic manifestations. He says of the Lord,
“He is the only Spirit Guide through the val-
ley of death into the wonderful eternal world
where those who know Him will live with
God forever.” This could make a wonderful
study for the Valley Gate. However it is not
the one | shall draw upon here, although it
is so closely allied.

A different approach

Harry Ironside in his commentary on Nehe-
maiah writes of yet another valley. He uses
the Valley Gate as an application of humil-
ity. This fits well into the theme and train of
thought being pursued in these articles. For
in the Christian life it is not possible to enter
the Sheep Gate, nor to join the service of the
Fish Gate, nor to be made new creatures in
Christ Jesus, until we have been willing to
enter the Valley Gate of Humility.

The valleys of Jerusalem

Around and across Jerusalem are three val-
leys: the Tyropoeon Valley which bisects the
city from its centre to the south-east corner;
the Kidron Valley separating the eastern side
from hills of the Mount of Olives region; and
the Hinnom Valley, now thought by most
scholars to be the valley curling round the
south-west side of Jerusalem. Each of the

Hinnom. The walls, joined on one side to
the Old Gate, were connected on the other
to the Dung Gate.

In Jeremiah’s time the Hinnom Valley was
associated with the worship of Molech and
other gods, with a shrine that was destroyed
by King Josiah. Later the valley was the place

The Valley Gate

for burning refuse and corpses of criminals
and animals, until its name became used as
a symbol of hell (ge = valley, Hinnom, as e.g.
Josh. 15:8, Neh. 11:3, hence ‘Gehenna’.)
With the use to which this valley was put,
it is quite appropriate to think of this gate
as ‘humility.’
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Nehemiah’s Jerusalem (after Aharoni and Avi-Yonah). The site names are derived from Ne.

three terminates near Siloam. The Valley
Gate, it is fairly certain, led to the Valley of

3:1-32, proceeding anti-clockwise from the Sheep Gate at the NE Corner. Taken from Derek
Kidner’s Commentary on Ezra and Nehemiah, IVP.
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The workers

Only one verse (Neh. 3:13) is given to this
gate. We know little of the workers—Hanun
and the residents of Zanoah. Nothing more
is told. Theirs was not the most pleasant
part of the building task. Yet how important
this section was. (It brings to my mind grati-
tude for all the nurses and caregivers who
undertake unpleasant tasks for our benefit.)
The workers rebuilt the gate, doors bolts and
bars, and 500 yards (c. 450 metres) of the
wall as far as the Dung Gate.

A gate to avoid

The Valley Gate would, | imagine, be one
that inhabitants would like to steer clear
of. It was placed in the wall at the top of a
slope leading downwards, and the activities
below were humiliating. But what does it
mean? The Valley Gate that man’s pride tries
to avoid is the humility of the confession of
sin. It takes humility for us to acknowledge
our sin and our need of a Saviour. But we all
must pass this way, to find the Lord.

Visualise the low-lying valley, a place of
morning and evening shadow. The lower the
depth, the longer the shadow. Looking up
at the peak of the day, we see the brilliant
sunlight and long to bask in the warmth.
Pride stops us. Satan tries to persuade us
not to go through this gate. “Me? I'm no
worse than the man next door. | may even
be better. Lord, | thank Thee that | am not
as this other...”

In the Lord’s parable, the prodigal son
was in one of the lowest valleys of all. There
he was content to stay until circumstances
brought him to his senses. When that hap-
pened he said, “I will arise and ago to my
father and say to him, ‘Father | have sinned
against you and am no more worthy to be
called your son...”” It must have taken some
years for him to reach this position. Perhaps
he had realised for a long time what a fool
he was, but pride made him struggle on as
long as he possibly could.

In Hans Voschezang’'s moving account
of Andrew, in the March Faith in Focus, one
word struck me forcibly. Did you notice the
word ‘low?’ Most of us in our actions do
not sink that low; but in God’s sight, are we
any better? James 2:10 says that he who
offends in one point is guilty of the whole.
For our hearts, as natural men, are in rebel-
lion against God. “There but for the grace
of God” is a cliché with a great deal of truth
in it. Pride must not blind our eyes to that.
Pride holds many back from climbing the hill
to reach the Valley Gate; the gate, we may
say, of confession.

Yet this Valley Gate that leads to a down-

ward slope, the path of humility, also leads
upward from the valley into a city of joy.
Sorrow and the prayer of confession, are
“overwhelmed in one eternity of joy.” Amy
Carmichael wrote, “Sometimes we forget
(when a dark wood blocks our path) to look
up to the light that pours into the wood
from on high far above the trees, making it
far more radiant than it is dark.” Using and
slightly changing her words, we could say,
“Sometimes we forget, when in the dark
valley (of sin) to look up to the light from on
high, far more radiant than it is dark.”

This is the real blessing of the Valley
Gate. For the gate of humility brings light and
peace: as the burden of sin is taken from
us, as the forgiveness of God overwhelms
us, as we are led by the Spirit to find, in
our Saviour, peace and inexpressible joy. A
blessed gate indeed.

The Valley Gate of the Lord

The Lord went through the gate of humility.
Sinless Himself, the gate He entered had no
need for confession of sin. Yet He willingly
submitted, in a far deeper way than we will
ever comprehend, to the humble experience
of becoming man. This was, for Him, lowering
Himself into a valley of tears and shame and
death. Tricia McCary Rhodes, in a delightful
book of meditations, At the Name of Jesus,
elaborates on another author’s picture of His
descending into the valley, down an imagi-
nary winding staircase from his throne. She
traces His descent through event after event
in the Bible, from His birth to the lowest
possible point—the humiliating, excruciating
death on a criminal cross—and the worst of
all, His separation from the Father as He took
upon Himself the sins of the world.

He made Himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant. And being found in the
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. (Phil. 2:7,8)

As the ancient Te Deum puts it, “When
Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man, Thou
didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. When
Thou didst overcame the sharpness of death,
Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to
all believers.”

Indeed, the Lord was in the Valley of the
Shadow of Death for 33 years, beginning
even before His birth. A South African carol,
using the Southern Cross as a symbol,
and picturing the stars metaphorically as
candles, says:

‘For lo, in the heavens up there | can
see,
A Cross—it is shining, it’s shining
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on Thee,

Go sleep little Jesus, the wind’s rid-
ing by,

To set all the candles alight in the
Sky.’

For Him, the Valley Gate was etched with
a cross. His whole life was spent in the Val-
ley—from manger to tomb. He submitted to
human parents. He was, | believe, aware
of the Valley all His earthly life. “ Don’t you
know that I must be about my Father’s busi-
ness?” he asked at the age of twelve. This
was at the time of His earthly introduction
to the Temple system of sacrifice. He had
surely, long before this, pondered the stories
of the Old Testament, especially the symbolic
teaching of the Temple worship, preparing for
this day. His developing consciousness from
early childhood was a “divine progressive”
understanding, a phrase borrowed from
Graham Scroggie’s writings. Now He sat at
the feet of the highest intellects of the race,
learning and asking questions, amazing
them with his wisdom and understanding.
We read it, accepting it glibly without really
appreciating the depth of humility that took
Him into this Valley; nor understanding how
even then, he saw quite clearly what lay
ahead. He knew that he must be about His
Father’s business, not His own glorification
or pleasure.

“Therefore God highly exalted Him...”

May we too, as we ponder this incredible
fact, willingly bow before Him now, and
confess with our tongues Jesus Christ, for

“therefore God exalted Him to the
highest place, and gave Him the Name
that is above every name, that at the
Name of Jesus, every knee shall bow,
and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

Advertise your
Happenings and
Church events in

Church and Family news is
free — even with a photo!
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Missions in focus

Oh Jah
Mission,
Motopi,
Botswana

John Rogers

Setswana language at various universities
for many years. Since their marriage they
have worked together on their small holding a
couple of kilometres outside the village. They
also re-established the Reformed Church
that was started many years ago and for
the past year they have been assisted by
Dorette’s daughter, Corlize Viljoen.

They want very much to avoid helping
these children through an orphanage-type in-

Leaving D’kar, we drove about 400km north-
east to Maun, which is at the southern end
of the famous Okavango Delta. From Gabar-
one to Ghanzi to Maun had all been driving
through the Kalahari Desert. But about three
weeks before all of southern Africa had re-
ceived about 600mm of rain — from Namibia
to Natal. All my fellow travellers were telling
me what a privilege it was for me to see the
desert blooming. Taranaki or the central
Waikato in a wet year could not have looked
better. Nor could the cattle, horses and don-
keys. But while they thought | was privileged
to see something so rare, | felt cheated; | still
haven't sent the Kalahari Desert!

The background to this mission

Motopi is a village of approximately 1,000 to
1,200 people, mainly Tswanas, 85km east
of Maun in the centre of northern Botswana.
There is also a substantial number of Bush-
men who, as in other places in Botswana,
are the most needy. Somewhere around 50
AIDS orphans and another 60-70 destitute
children, all between two and fourteen years
old, most being between five and ten, live
in the village. These children become de-
pendent on grandparents or other relatives
who are often too old to cope with them or
too poor to support them. Some of these
children were only three when they lost their
parents. One little boy, whose mother died
in hospital six months earlier, asked to see
her. He had not even been told she had died.
As a result of this sort of experience, many
of the children are withdrawn and show very
little emotion.

Thys Cronjé has lived in the area since
1956, having come to Botswana to build
roads for the government. It is a road camp
that he set up that became Motopi village,
named after a tree that grows in the area.
As a widower, in 1999 he married Dorette,
who was a teacher of anthropology and the

Thys and Dorett Cronjé with Corlize Viljoen

The Reformed Church of Motopi
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Janice Reid

stitution. They have seen elsewhere how this
often looses the children off completely from
their own culture and any family connections
they may have and when they grow up and
leave, they are almost cast alone upon the
world without social support or guidance.

The format of the mission
In terms of basic life necessities, the chil-
dren come to Oh Jah (Arise, oh Lord) Mission
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after school where they occupy them until
teatime and give them a square meal, after
which they take them back to their families
in the village. They want to continue along
this pattern so that the children grow up
retaining their links with whatever family and
relatives they have and their own language
and culture. At present they are able to do
this only two days per week — and for some
of the children those two meals are the only
real meals they may get. Their plan is to
have groups of up to 20 young people visit
them from Pretoria and Johannesburg (or
elsewhere) on a reasonably regular basis to
provide the manpower for both working with
the children and other jobs, so enabling the
Cronjés to do more than they are presently
able to. Thys is busy building the necessary
accommodation now. We used the shower
block. He is quite a handyman.

They are aware of the need both not to
impose their own solutions and ideas but
rather ask the people of the village what
they want, and also to encourage the people
themselves, especially those in the Church,
to take responsibility for these children.
They are hoping to involve the village elders
in setting up a Lifestyle Care Centre in the
village to care for the children after school
and teach them basic life-skills, maybe even
trade skills. They want it to be something
they only help the people do for themselves
rather than being something that is done for
them and therefore fostering either depend-
ency or resentment. They have received a
piece of land from the government for this
purpose but progress is slow because they
want community representatives to take own-
ership and write the proposal themselves,
which is proving a bit difficult to achieve.

The social context

Corlize told me that Tswanas are not naturally
violent. That is why they live in Botswana
— forced there over the centuries by the
more war-like Zulus and Xhosas and with
only the Bushmen unable to resist them (who
in turn feel oppressed by the Tswanas! See
my article on them in the previous issue).
There is no electricity in the village of Motopi
at present and these people would rather it
stay that way for when electricity comes the
poor are always the first to buy TV and they
become glued to it. A form of escapism for
some, | suppose. (How different are we?)
They are only now beginning to see violent
murders in Botswana, stimulated, these
people believe, by the sex, violence, agita-
tion of rap music, and the general culture
of sensuality and instant gratification TV so
often portrays. The men | travelled with all

said one was much safer in Botswana than
in South Africa. (Mind you, don’t push the
envelope with the police. | noticed the broth-
ers were very careful about their speed in
Botswana. There is no 10kph grace on the
limit and it's an instant fine and you better
have Botswanan pula; South African rand will
not be accepted.)

Corlize related to me how she and her
mother took a group of ten children to Maun
to get school uniforms. Five had never been
out of the village before. They were scared
of flush toilets. They didn’t know what toilet
paper was. They had never seen water the
colour of that in a swimming pool. At first
they just sat on the edge and, having grown
up being very economical with water, washed
their faces. It took two hours to get them
all in the pool. Some couldn’t finish the
ice creams they bought them because they
made their heads ache. And to crown the
day a couple of men gave them motor-bike
rides. She said the children couldn’t believe
what they had experienced. They couldn’t
sleep and were excited, talking until very late
at night. Hard to believe, for Maun is only
85km from Motopi and clean and dust the
place a bit, change the brand names and the
supermarket could have been in many places
in NZ. What is more, school uniforms or not,
some of the children couldn’t be registered
to attend school because they didn’t have
birth certificates. (Ah, the long arm of the
modern world. Even in Botswana, where
some children still have not seen a flush
toilet or eaten an ice-cream, if you don’t have
the paperwork you do not exist!)

The need for the future

As well as seeking to supply these basic
needs, give the children love and practical
care, they also, and in conjunction with the
Reformed Church in the village, seek to give
them the Gospel. The Motopi Reformed
Church is actually part of the D’kar congre-
gation and Hendrik du Plessis is their min-
ister also. He wishes they could visit each
other more frequently and so support each
other but distance (and the costs of travel)
is a problem. D’Kar and Motopi are about
400km apart. | was very impressed by the
dedication and obvious love and kindness
of the Cronjés and Corlize Viljoen for the
people among whom they are working. Henk
believes they are doing a lot for the Church
and, as devoted Christians, have real mis-
sionary hearts. But his goal is still, when the
Lord provides, to have a full-time ordained
missionary in Motopi working with them.
Meanwhile, Dorette’s professional back-
ground is invaluable as Thys preaches and
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she translates. She is also editing Setswana
study booklets and Gospel presentation
booklets prepared by missionaries years ago
but which need updating and correcting.

So again, young people (or not so young
people), if you're planning your big OE, in-
clude South Africa and Botswana and take a
week to stop by in Motopi and lend a hand.
Who knows, you may get the missions bug? If
anybody is interested | have further informa-
tion, including a sample six day programme
for a group of five to twenty people.

The Rev. J. Rogers is the minister of the
Word and Sacraments at the Reformed
Church of the North Shore. He may be
contacted via his email address: jrogers@
clear.net.nz

MIF prayer notes

Wally & Jeannette Hagoort are still very
busy with their two main areas of ministry:
hosting missionaries who pass through Port
Moresby and stop at the Mapang Guest
House, and also assisting with the work
of the Reformed Churches in PNG. Please
pray especially for Wally as he has to divide
his time between pastoral oversight of local
believers, and coordination of work at the
Leadership Training Centre.

Janice Reid is providing training for three
radio stations at the moment: two of them
in Denpasar, and one across the country in
Batam. Please pray for effective ministry and
that Janice’s training would help volunteer
announcers to grow in personal holiness as
well as in radio skills. Pray for safe travel to
and from Batam, and also to Singapore for
her organistion’s annual conference.

Planning a mission trip? Let us pray for
you! If you or somebody you know is plan-
ning a mission trip—short or long—please
let us know. We want to pray for those on
mission trips overseas, but we cannot pray
if we don’t know that you're going! Deadline
for submission of articles to Faith in Focus is
6 weeks before the month of publication; so,
for September, information should be sent
before the 15" of July. If you would like our
congregations to pray for you on your mission
trip, send details to Janice at reid4radio@
ihug.co.nz.
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Is the Christian Faith Defensible?

Garnet Milne

Apologetics is a word derived from two Greek
words: Apo and logos. Apo means away from
and logos means word. So to engage in
apologetics is to ‘give a word back,” hence
the meaning ‘to defend.” When we are
apologists for Christianity we are seeking
to defend the Christian faith over against
non-Christian systems of thought which are
sometimes called worldviews. Apologetics
also serves an evangelistic function as we
seek to demonstrate the wonderful salvation
that is ours in Christ. The Greek word apolo-
gia occurs in several places in the NT.

Acts. 19:33: And they drew Alexander
out of the multitude, the Jews putting him
forward. And Alexander beckoned with the
hand, and would have made his defence
unto the people.

Acts. 22:1: Men, brethren, and fathers,
hear ye my defence which | make now unto
you.

Phil. 1:7: Even as it is meet for me to
think this of you all, because I have you in my
heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in
the defence and confirmation of the gospel,
ye all are partakers of my grace.

Phil. 1:17: But the other of love, know-
ing that | am set for the defence of the
gospel.

1 Pet. 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear.

How do we do it?

None of us would deny that it is necessary
for the Christian to be able to defend the
gospel, but how do we do that? If you were
to tell someone how to defend the Gospel
what would you say?

Yes, we would point to the Scriptures and
perhaps also endeavour to use archaeology,
science and inductive reasoning (the process
of deriving general principles from particular
facts or instances) to argue for the reality of
the historicity of Jesus: the factual certainty
of the resurrection; that God exists; that the
Bible is the Word of God; that man is a sinner
who needs to be reconciled with God; that
God is Triune; and that the cross-work and
righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ is the
only way of reconciliation with God.

Two Suggested Methods to win the war of ideas (1)

But if you thought a little more deeply
about what you are endeavouring to do for
the unbeliever as you defend the faith, you
would be reminded that the Bible teaches
that the Gospel is ‘foolishness to those who
are perishing' (1 Cor.1:18) and that unbeliev-
ers are ‘dead in their trespasses and sins’
(Eph.. 2:1). Our problem, therefore, is not
just about proving facts, but it is also about
the spiritual condition of the one we are hop-
ing to persuade to become a Christian.

This raises the problem of the point of
contact, or what exactly does the Christian
have in common with the non-

Christian which will enable the
believer to engage the mind of
the unbeliever in a compelling
manner as he endeavours to
persuade the non-Christian to
embrace the gospel. Another
way of stating this problem is
to talk about starting points.
Where do we start when we
begin to engage the unbeliever
with the claims of Christ? Do

we start with God or with

self?

1 Two different approaches

It is at this point where Christians take dif-
ferent roads in their apologetic adventures.
Broadly speaking, there are two different
approaches to apologetics. The two names
generally used to describe these compet-
ing approaches to defending the faith are
presuppositionalism and evidentialism.
Quite a mouthful, aren’t they? And actually,
a recent book, edited by Steven Cowan
entitled Five Views on Apologetics, splits
evidentialism into three types and presup-
positionalism into two further complicating
things. We will refrain from being so detailed
in our overview, but it also does not help us
that these two terms presuppositionalism
and evidentialism can be quite mislead-
ing. The evidentialist has presuppositions
and the presuppositionalist uses evidence
in his apologetical task. So, | suggest two
other names for these approaches, which
are more helpful in explaining the real dif-
ferences, although we will sometimes use
the more customary terms in this lecture.
The names | give to the two approaches are
the neutral-ground method and secondly,
the grounded-in-God method.The distin-
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guishing feature of the presuppositional
approach, the grounded-in-God method,
of doing apologetics is simply that it denies
that truth can be arrived at by autonomous
human reason. Rathet, all apologetics must
assume or presuppose the Triune God of the
Bible and that this God has revealed His will
in the Christian Scriptures. In other words,
the grounded-in-God apologist refuses to
acknowledge that there is a neutral starting
point when arguing for spiritual truth, or
indeed for reality generally. Therefore, this
position always assumes the Triune God in
any argument.

The evidentialist, on the
other hand, does accept
that by the use of human
reason the Christian apolo-
gist, without assuming God
in the reasoning process,

can lead the unbeliever to
see spiritual truth. Therefore
we can call this approach the
neutral-ground method, be-
cause this apologist believes
that it is possible to enter
neutral ground, which one has
in common with the unbeliever,
in order to defend the faith.

Let me just give a brief example of how
these two approaches differ from one an-
other, before we look in more detail at them
both. We will consider how to defend the truth
that the Bible is the Word of God according
to the evidentialist or neutral-ground ap-
proach, and then we will notice the criticism
of the grounded-in-God apologist. We will,
however, deal with both views in more detail
once we have had a brief practical overview
of how their two approaches differ.

Example: Defending the truth that the
Bible is the Word of God: The evidentialist
or neutral- ground method to apologetics
will confidently present an argument to an
unbeliever to demonstrate that the Bible is
the Word of God, believing that he can con-
vince a non-Christian that there is irrefutable
evidence that the Bible is the Word of God
which the unbeliever will recognise once he
has considered the arguments presented by
the Christian apologist.t
e The neutral-ground apologist will first

begin with the premise that the gospels

are reliable historical sources (of course,
the apologist will not presuppose that the
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Bible is the Word of God).

¢ In these reliable records we read about
Jesus, who claimed to be divine and who
worked miracles.

e His miracles verified the truth of His
teaching.

o Therefore Jesus must be God and His
claim that the Scriptures are the Word of
God should be believed.

Other arguments will involve the neutral-
ground apologist pointing to other evi-
dence such as:

e The unity or
consistency of
the message in
Scripture even
though the sixty
six books were
written over mil-
lennia by different
authors.

¢ The evidence of the

fulfilment of proph- ‘b\__f" AN l-l |

_.--—---"-'J

ecy and many other
reasons will be pre-
sented to demon-
strate that the Bible is indeed the Word
of God.

e The unbeliever will then be able to make
sense of these arguments, even though
he is sitting in an unbelieving situation
and does not even believe that the God
of the Bible exists. The evidentialist says,
“that is OK, you can still see that the Bible
is the Word of God, even though you don’t
presently believe in the God of the Bible
or perhaps any God”. You don’t even have
to assume God as a point of argument,
because the Christian apologist can give
you neutral facts which we can both agree
on as being true. We can reason together
and agree together over the result of the
reasoning process or argument.

What is wrong with this approach, accord-
ing to the presuppositional, grounded-in-
God apologist?

John Frame, in his largely sympathetic
critique of the founding father of presup-
positionalism Cornelius Van Til, titled: Cor-
nelius Van Til: An Analysis of His Thought,
points out that there is no current scholarly
consensus that the gospels are historically
reliable, something assumed by the neutral-
ground apologist; granting that Jesus did
some pretty amazing things, but it does not
automatically follow that this is sufficient to
prove that He is God.

There may be some other explanation
for these miracles, which reason can come
up with. Therefore, this argument does not

CHRISTIAN
APOLOGETICS
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prove with absolute certainty that Jesus is
who He said He was and that the Gospels
are absolutely reliable, unless one ap-
proaches the data with Christian presupposi-
tions—something the unbeliever by nature
rejects. Of course, we as genuine Christians
accept that the miracles authenticate Jesus’
message and divinity, and that the gospels
are 100% reliable; but that is because of
our Christian presuppositions and the inner
testimony of the Holy Spirit.

The grounded-in-God apologist will
say that the evidentialist/neutral-ground
apologist is giving away very important
ground even before he begins his wit-

nessing. The neutral-ground apologist

is acknowledging to the unbeliever

that the non-Christian ean objectively

examine the reasons presented about

the identity of the Bible as the Word of
God, even though the unbeliever does
not assume God’s existence. But why
is this a problem? After all, what is
wrong with presenting all these very
good arguments that the Bible is what
we as Christians know it to be?

If the apologist thinks that unbeliever will
be persuaded without the work of the Holy
Spirit regenerating him, then the arguments
presented are not sufficient in themselves
as arguments to persuade the unbeliever.
As an evidentialist apologist, you have given
the unbeliever the false idea that he will
be able to see that the Bible is the Word
of God using his own autonomous reason,
and therefore without assuming God in that
reasoning process. The unbeliever’s problem
is moral. He is dead in his trespasses and
sins and is at enmity with God. Part of his
rebellion is his claim that he can arrive at
true spiritual conclusions by reason alone
as an autonomous subject.

Leaving aside the truth that his eyes are
blind to see the truth, take, for example, the
argument about fulfilled prophecy:

e The unbeliever can argue that while
there might appear to be these fulfilled
prophecies, there might also be other
explanations.

o Perhaps the authors of the gospels just
made it all up to fit in with the predictions
in the Psalms and other books of the Old
Testament.

e Or maybe the book of Daniel or some
other book which appears to predict
later events was written at a much later
date. Indeed, the unbeliever can find lib-
eral “Christian” scholars to support this
scepticism.

e Or when you argue that the message of
the Bible is consistent from Genesis to
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Revelation, as we affirm, the unbeliever
can say that this is just because you
interpret the Bible this way.

e He can point, for example, to Jewish exe-
gesis, which gives quite a different picture
of the meaning of the Old Testament and
why they reject the New Testament.

Well, that is a brief glimpse of the debate
over how to use apologetics as evangelical,
Bible-believing Christians. As we look now
more closely at these two positions, hope-
fully their strengths and weaknesses will
become more obvious to us. Let us then
go further into evidentialism or the neutral-
ground method of apologetics.

John Frame, Cornelius Van Til: An Analysis of His
Thought ( Philipsburg: P&R, 1995), 420.

Focus on

home

Gleanings
from our
bulletins...

Andrew Reinders

Bishopdale

Medical Forum. A big thanks to Sybrand Van
Schalkwyk and Marjory Vanderpyl for a very
informative Medical Forum last Wednesday.
A lot of difficult issues were tackled and it
was good to see the biblical principles used
in framing the decision-making explained. It
was also great to see such a large turnout!
Two websites were given where people can
delve deeper into some of the ethical issues
raised. They are: cmdahome.org for Christian
Medical and Dental Associations, and cmf.
org.uk for Christian medical Fellowship

Bucklands Beach

Men's breakfast - with a difference! The
'mens breakfast' this term is slightly differ-
ent. We will be going to a restaurant for break-
fast on Saturday, June 17th from 8.00am till
10.00am. Rather than restrict it to men, our
sisters are invited to be a part of the proceed-
ings as well. Should be a great opportunity



Volume 33/6, July 2006

faith in focus

Focus on home ... continued

for fellowship. It will cost more than the usual
$5.00 per head. Please indicate your interest
by contacting sr Gonny van Garderen.

Dovedale

Wedding Invitation: Bernie Vaatstra and
Vanessa Flinn will be making their vows
to each other and joining together in mar-
riage on Saturday 13" May at St. Andrew’s
Church, 14 Merivale Lane at 11.00 a.m. It
is a wonderful occasion for us and it would
be great if you could come and share it with
us. Michael and Tina Flinn.

It's a bouncing baby Boy! Louis and Joanna
would like to announce the safe arrival of
Joel Sjirk Couperus, born on Monday 24th of
April. Joel weighed in at 9 pounds 2 ounces
and was born in the early hours of the morn-
ing. We would like to thank you all for your
prayers and thoughts and the support you
have given us. Most importantly we thank the
Lord for the safe arrival of our son.

Today we rejoice with Adri Bakker as she
professes her faith during the morning wor-
ship service.

Dunedin

Pastoral Notes: This past week | had the
privilege of delivering four addresses to
those attending the annual CYC (Christian
Youth Camps) family camp at Waihola. The
keynote speaker for this event, presenting
the main theme of global mission in the
Psalms, was Bill Lutton who is the national
director of ‘Mission Partners’—the work-
ing name of Australian Presbyterian World
Mission. We heard a number of edifying
messages from Bill on the Psalms, covering
subjects including covenant blessings and
covenant business from Psalm 67, and a
mission mandate from Psalm 96. My own
talks were based on the first two chapters
of Acts with the theme of the organisation of
the Church, and including addresses on ‘The
Church’s Mandate’ through to ‘The Spirit of
Communion’. As it turned out, providentially,
both series of talks dovetailed quite well, for
effective mission is very much dependent
on Christ-centred, Bible-believing churches.
Rev David Bayne also delivered a series of
interesting talks on church history during
the morning sessions. From my experience
of other CYC camps, | thought that this one
was particularly well attended; the main au-
ditorium was full or almost full every evening.
Attendees consisted mostly of members

from Grace churches in the South Island but
there were also some folk from Presbyterian
churches and our own Reformed church. It
was good to meet up with a number of the
Grace Presbyterian ministers, including Rev
Peter Boyd who pastors a church in Auck-
land and was down for a three-week pulpit
swap with Pastor Azriel Gray at the Gore
congregation. The singing was enthusiastic
and uplifting and it was good to see our own
Shane and Rachel van Dyk ably assisting
the musicians in accompaniment. All in all,
this year's camp provided a great time of
fellowship and encouragement in the Word
with an excellent programme for children
and young people too. It's a blessing to
have such a well organised Christian facility
in our area. HV

Hamilton

Invitation. We are 50 years married on the
12th of May. Jack and June Mans invite our
friends in the church to join us in celebra-
tions on May 18 D.V. in the Horsham Down’s
Hall between 1.30 and 5.00pm.

Hastings

Guess who’s coming to dinner. You should all
now have your information and forms to fill
out for our "Guess Who Is Coming to Dinner"
evening, to be held on the 20th May. Please
return this form to the Social Committee pi-
geon hole by the 7th of May, so that we can
organise who is going where. If you have not
received any information yet please ask Vera
Treacher or Carla van Beek for one. Thanks
- The Social Committee.

Mangere

Pastoral. We rejoice this morning in the
public profession of their faith by Lydia
Bartlett and Nathan Walraven. We thank
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the Lord for bringing them to this point in
their lives. Through being brought up in
believing families, He has led them to a
living, personal faith. We pray that He will
guide and strengthen them individually in
Him, and as they look to beginning their own
family in Him.

North Shore

OPC Mission in Uganda. As you all know,
our sister Church in the US, the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, has a mission work
in Mbale, Uganda involving evangelism,
church-planting and ministerial training
with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of
Uganda. In the seven years since he retired,
the Silverstream congregation has sent the
Rev. Barry & Anne James to Mbale for five
'tours of duty', mainly to teach at the little
Reformed Theologijcal Training College there
(about fifteen-twenty students). The OPC is
seeking someone to send there permanently
but also, until they find their man, keep the
show on the road. Early this year the Silver-
stream Missions Steering Committee (on
the authority of the Silverstream Session)
contacted John Rogers with a view to asking
the North Shore Session to release him for
three months some time next year to help
continue the work that the Rev. Barry James
has been doing but, at 72, obviously cannot
continue much longer. Sheryl & John and the
Session have considered this request seri-
ously and Session has decided to release
John for a period of three months next year
for this purpose. Details of date and costs
are yet to be worked out. (A couple of pos-
sibilities re. costs: possibly the Overseas
Mission Board will be involved; or maybe
Silverstream will pick up the cost of air
tickets while the North Shore carries the
expense of a stand-in minister, as we did
when John had his long service leave. This
could be financed from our missions’ budget,
if necessary.) We ask the congregation to
pray about this matter.

Wainuiomata

We heard that Anna (Bartlett) was playing
Cranium with some friends this week - And
all that two weeks after brain surgery. Oh,
how gracious is our God and filled with lov-
ing kindness!

Re-affirmation. The Session is pleased to an-
nounce that the Forsyth family will be received
into full membership into our congregation
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next Sunday AM (May 21). As they have of-
ficially confessed Christ previously, they will
be making a re-affirmation of their faith.

EDITOR’S NOTE: For a long time we have not
had news from Nelson. So we are pleased
to receive this from them and are also glad
that they are now able to supply their news
to our Gleanings man, Andrew Reinders, by
email. This means all our churches currently
contribute to this.

Nelson

At last, some news from the Reformed
Church of Nelson for 2005 and the begin-
ning of 2006. Members are busy with weekly
Sunday School, Friday Friendzy (which is an
outreach programme for children from the
local School), Catechism classes, fortnightly
Cadets and Calvinettes, Youth Group, Senior
Bible Study, Ladies morning Bible Study,
Men’s Fellowship of the shed (which is
currently in recess), evening Bible Study (2
groups) and once a month Ladies Fellowship,
also not forgetting Fortnightly Session Meet-
ings and occasional Board of Management
Meetings. As you can see there are many

activities and because we are not a large
group many of our members are involved
in these Church activities and we thank the
Lord for many willing hands. Over the past
year and a bit we have farewelled Derk and
Annette Kleinjan who returned to Masterton
after being with us for a little time, we also
farewelled our Br Niek Van Berkel who was
taken Home to Glory. On a more positive
side we are Thankful to our Lord and Saviour
for some additions, one notable addition
being the Bezuidenhout family from South
Africa with five daughters and newlyweds
Marco and Harmony de Boer. We have also
welcomed some new additions to some of
our families, James Johan son of John and
Marianne Draijer and Caleb Jan son of Ewout
and Louise Aarsen. We were also privileged
to witness the Profession of Faith of Jason
Van Maanen. We continue to thank the Lord
for His Goodness unto us and for His continu-
ing Grace and Mercy. Please pray for us that
we may continue to grow, not only in number
but also in our individual walk with the Lord.
To Him be all Praise and Honour.

Coby Van Maanen

Copeland Rd, Hastings.

HASTINGS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL

Composite Y1-10, Decile 5, roll 140. Hastings Christian School is
an integrated Christian school on the outskirts of the Hastings city
with an attractive rural outlook.

The BOT seeks applications form a visionary Christian leader with a
passion for education from a Calvinist perspective.

The appointee shall accept and recognise a responsibility to
maintain and preserve the special character of the school.

The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate an ability to
empower and lead a strong team of dedicated professional staff.

The person will show prior competency in managing effective and
harmonious relationships with key stakeholder groups. A strategic
focus combined with strengths in planning and assessment towards
improved student outcomes are essential.

Ability to further progress the Hastings Christian School towards
achieving its Mission Statement objectives will be a priority.

Applications close 11 August 2006. Short listed applicants will be
required for an interview 12 or 13 September. An application
package is available from the school; ph 06 8786696.

To apply please send your curriculum vitea along with a cover
letter including a list of three referees to Hastings Christian School,

20

The Annual
Wellington Ladies
Presbyterial

Colossians 4: 5-6

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders making the most of the opportu-
nity. Let your speech always be with grace,
as though seasoned with salt, so that you
will know how you should respond to each
person.

This year on Saturday 18" of March 2006, the
Ladies’ Fellowship of the Hastings Reformed
Church was host to seven other churches
from the Wellington Presbytery. Represented
were Foxton, Masterton, Palmerston North,
Silverstream, Wainuiomata, Wanganui and
Wellington, including 43 ladies from Hast-
ings. Roll call came to the total number of 95
ladies attending including the guest speaker
Reverend Garey Clarke at the invitation of the
Hastings Ladies’ Fellowship.

There has been a lapse of time since
Hastings has had the pleasure of welcom-
ing guests from further afield. Outside it
is raining heavily, quite blustery, certainly
not conditions for gardening. | am taking
advantage of these climatic conditions by
putting pen to paper and reporting on the
topic chosen for this annual event.

With the opening formalities of welcom-
ing guests over and everybody seated in
the church Christina Donk, former Ladies’
Fellowship President, proceeded to officially
introduce to those ladies present the Rev.
Garey Clark. This day he would be speak-
ing on “HOW TO BUILD MORE EFFECTIVE
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS IN OUR EVE-
RYDAY LIVES”. Rev. Clark informed us that
he worked for Caleb Leadership Ministries
NZ Trust based in Manurewa, Auckland,
and was also supported through his own
church. A scripture reading was taken from
Matthew 33: 37-40. Prayer and the singing
of Praise to the Lord the Almighty opened
the programme to come.

As the morning session began, it was evi-
dent we were about to be encouraged to come
out of our ‘comfort zones’ as we participated
in a practical and inspirational morning. There
were questions like ‘How do we go about
strengthening relationships?’ and ‘Why is
it important as Christians to build more ef-
fective relationships?”’ Skills were built into
illustrations of situations where examples of
being a good listener can be a tool to build
on caring relationships, were relayed to us.
PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW PEOPLE CARE!
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Principles and ‘The Stack’ were demon-
strated by Rev. Clark. Listening, focusing
and retaining details were certainly put to
the test during interaction with other guests
present as we were encouraged to mix and
mingle. Principle three was using the con-
versation expanders of WHO, WHAT, WHERE
and WHEN. Closed and open questions
were demonstrated. We were encouraged to
utilise skills as we were involved in further
interaction in more substance and depth.
The morning message has positive instruc-
tion. Listen well, be sensitive, be attentive
and tolerant. Eye contact and body stature
reveal ‘heaps.’ It is evident that trust, re-
spect and integrity play an important part in
communication with our fellow beings.

As Christians, building effective rela-
tionships helps us to bear joyous and sad
times. The skill of being an attentive listener
surfaces in home (family) vocation and in
our relationship with God. Relating to our
chosen vocations with fellow persons can
mean failure or success in how we handle the
unexpected or just simply the ordinary day.

Following time out for lunch, the af-
ternoon’s presentation continued. DO-
ING—here we move from social areas into
being able to speak to Ministry areas. How
to reflect God’s love. Talking about our goals
and challenges and dreams—what do we
hope to achieve—what does God want me to
achieve? Skills are needed in the ministry of
the church. Social areas can be comfortable
areas. Learning to recognise people’s needs.
Opening up can be an avenue of healing.
What are your aspirations? Do these aspi-
rations include sharing God’s love and the
gospel with your church members and those
outside of the church we belong to? (Since
this address, | have had three experiences
drawing on Christian conversation. E.g. while
co-ordinating a tennis club morning, | was
questioned. “What is a good Christian?”
“Why don’t you play tennis on Sundays?” |
felt comfortable with my replies as | drew on
my Christian beliefs—for me this was moving
in ministerial conversation.)

Throughout the morning and afternoon
address we were witness to an example of
Rev. Clark and an invited person conduct-
ing conversations which developed from a
“ho-hum” situation into further meetings
of more depth and genuine interest. An
example of listening skills, which we can’t
escape from. The foundation in building
and strengthening relationships with our
husbands, wives, children, friends, parents
and God. Can you remember or refer to last
Sunday’s sermons? Relational skills in the
church have an impact on how we welcome

visitors or invite new members into playing
a part towards serving God and encouraging
participation in church activities.

Before a shared afternoon tea, Rev Clark
was thanked with sincere appreciation in
sharing positive training skills which we can
embrace and use to develop meaningful
relationships. The meeting was closed with
prayer, and joining together to singing O God
to us show mercy. It was announced that the
hosts for the next Ladies Presbyterial meet-
ing would be the Masterton church.

There had been positive feedback from
many ladies, expressing their grateful thanks
for being able to participate in love and fel-
lowship in the vital area of how to build and
strengthen relationships, looking to God’s
word as well as developing and growing
with confidence as we share and care. Our
grateful thanks for the contributions made
towards the collection for the Hagoorts in
Papua New Guinea, for the building of a
student house. Thanks for the reports. It
is interesting to read and compare other
activities and Bible studies used by other
Ladies’ Fellowships. Thanks from Hermina
Couperus, current President of the organis-

THE RTC PRESENTS

ing committee, for the support and attend-
ance of travelling guests for this annual
event. There has been a fantastic response
from the Hastings Ladies Fellowship, with
help and contributions coming from all areas
of the church. To the men who assisted, our
grateful thanks. Lunch was a BANQUET and
a further opportunity for catching up. This
continued into a shared lunch the following
day, Sunday, following the service. Some
guests had remained overnight, contributing
to swelling the numbers attending the serv-
ice. It has been commented on (feedback)
the advantage of having an address, guest
speaker, uninterrupted by other activities
was a plus.

May God’s word assist you in your future
challenges.

LASTING AND MEANINGFUL RELATION-
SHIPS ARE FORMED WHEN WE REVEAL
OURSELVES TO OTHERS AND THEY REVEAL
THEMSELVES TO US!

On behalf of the Hastings Ladies’
Fellowship Committee

Brenda Neal

(Secretary)

Preaching the Apocalypse

How to tackle the book of Revelation

Beasts

Dragons

Visions

Seals

The Millennium
Symbolic numbers
Horsemen

The last book of the Bible is
¥, notoriously difficult

New Testament scholar and author of a commentary
on Revelation, Dr Paul Barnett, will be our special
guest speaker. He, along with the RTC faculty, will
look at many of the key questions preachers and
students of this book need to ask. We'll look at the
book's structure, main themes, OT background,
historical setting, signs and symbols and the strange
genre of apocalyptic - all with a view to helping
preachers encourage God’s people with the message
of Revelation.

Tel: 03 5244 2955

Email: admin@rtc.vic.edu.au

2| But Revelation is also

tremendously important. So
many themes from the rest
of the Bible come together
in these final pages of God's
Word. And the themes are
designed to strengthen and
encourage God’s people.
This year's RTC Preaching
Workshop is designed to
' help you tackle this great
book.

Dates:

Thursday 28 &
Friday 29
September 2006

Venue:

RTC

125 Pigdons Road,
Waurn Ponds

Cost:
Both days  $95
(Spouse rate  $35)

Either day $55
(Spouse rate  $20)

* Registration fee includes meals on
Thursday & Friday

* Accommodation is available at the
College for an additional charge

ORIA 3216
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Ministers’ and Wives’
Conference 2006

Michael Willemse

On 1 May pastoral couples from all over NZ converged on Otaki for
the triennial ministers’ and wives’ conference. Forest Lakes Confer-
ence Centre is a beautiful location and many of us enjoyed going for
walks there. Almost all couples were able to attend, including the
three vicars and their wives.

Rev. Jim Klazinga and his wife, Julie, organised “ice-breaker” ac-
tivities on the first evening. It was surprising (frightening for some!)
to see how many of our ministers had Friesian connections. Many
also have American or Canadian accents!

We were privileged to have two speakers. Rev. Dr Murray Capill
gave four insightful and challenging addresses on Gospel-centred
ministry and Rev Yonson Dethan from the Calvinist Reformed Church-
es (GGRC) of Indonesia spoke on the Indonesian situation and on
evangelism to Muslims. Both men provided us with much encouraging
and stimulating material for ministry. (Yonson and Paul Archbald also
caught some trout, which Paul cooked to perfection!)

In the evenings we also heard from three of our own men. Rev.
John Goris shared some personal reflections on 40+ years of minis-
try—a real testimony to God’s grace and blessings. Rev. John Rogers
reported highlights of the GKSA Synod and Rev. Bruce Hoyt spoke
about the International Conference of Reformed Churches.

This conference was a valuable time of fellowship amongst the
RCNZ ministerial couples. It is useful and encouraging to get to know
one another in a less formal setting. It is also good to have time to
reflect and interact on ministry and preaching—something which is
hard to do amid the hustle and bustle of ministry. Although physically
tired, we went home mentally refreshed, having been reminded of
the glorious work to which we have been called.

Michael Willemse is presently serving a vicariate with the Re-
formed Church of Pukekohe.

Rev Ralph Adams welcomes us on behalf of the organising
committee
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Michael Willemse being presented his Bachelor of Theology by Dr
Murray Capill.
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Coffee drinkers

MV g

Guest speaker Yonson Dethan with
“the catch”.

After dinner chat
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