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Editorial

A quick look on Google to find out how many genders there are produced the
following statement: “... gender isn’t about someone’s anatomy, it is about
who they know themself to be. There are many different gender identities,
including male, female, transgender, gender neutral, non-binary, agender, pan-
gender, genderqueer, two-spirit, third gender, and all, none, or a combination
of these”. And further down the list was MedicineNet giving the definitions of
72 genders. All of this indicates that so many governments, companies or
organisations have jumped on the band wagon of gender identity.

A well-known theologian spoke of the problem of people today not knowing
who they are, not knowing their identity. However, he went on to say that for
the Christian, we know who we are. We were made to have fellowship with
our Heavenly Father and we are either male or female created in the image of
God according to His design. The Scriptures are very plain about this fact —
“God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them” (Gen 1:27). So for Christians there is no
doubt or confusion about who we are, our biology or why we have been made
the way we are. We are who God intended us to be and there is huge comfort
in that fact.

However, for those who do not know their creator, there seems to be this
idea that they can be anything they want to be. Their ideology or philosophy is
in direct rebellion against their creator or it is in line with the prevailing
evolutionary thinking of our times. This comes with its own set of problems,
including often severe depression.

Under the former Labour government, legislation against what is called
conversion therapy was banned in 2022 and bans practices that seek to change
or suppress a person’s sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

The legislation is quite far reaching and fraught with problems. It favours the
ideologies of sexually perverse practices, but bans counsel that affirms the natural
biology of a person and seeks to help them find contentment in the way God
created them. A pastor or elder might find themselves being prosecuted for
proclaiming the gospel which calls sinners to repentance and faith toward the
Lord Jesus Christ.

So, what happens when we proclaim the gospel to someone who is genuinely
confused about their identity or sexual orientation? Will we tiptoe ever-so-carefully
to avoid giving a message of hope and transformation; will we avoid calling
them to repentance and faith? No! We should speak the truth to all and sundry
without equivocation or compromise of the good news in Christ.

We are called to proclaim the gospel which means we will need to speak
the truth in love and with love to those whom the Lord has directed our way.
We are to be lights in the world — “Let your light shine before men ... ” (Matt
5:16). When it comes to presenting the gospel to suffering sinners, let us be
compassionate and give the faithful message. Let us obey God rather than men.

Many thanks to our only contributor for taking the time to consider this
matter. May the Lord be well served through these articles. S.D.G.

Featured in this issue:

Mrs Audra Warner considers the Gospel’s response to conversion therapy.
Many thanks to Family First for permission to use their facts sheet on CT.
Mr Martyn McGeown informs about Canadian law which mirrors ours.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure that
articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.

NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish

the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.
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Conversion therapy and the Gospel

AUDRA WARNER

The Gospel's response
to conversion therapy

young man, who has been attending your church, confesses to your pastor that he believes
A he is actually a woman and wants to know what the Bible teaches about gender. This is an issue the
church is facing all over the world, but now here in New Zealand expressing our beliefs on these
issues could come with consequences. Let’s be honest, we get tired of being called transphobic or
bigots. Surely, our constant fighting against it isn’t helping the world either. Perhaps our churches
should be a little less open on where we stand on gender and sexuality. And if we do share what the
Bible teaches is there a way to share the truth that at least mitigates our chances of being
prosecuted? Most importantly, what does the Bible say about us speaking truth in a culture that only
wants to stop us from speaking?

Biblical precedence through death itself to do their
In Acts 14, Paul and Barnabas are out duty.

boldly sharing the word of God in
Iconium. Jews and Gentiles are coming
to faith. It's a great success! But there are
some Jews there who don’t appreciate
what they are saying and come up with a
plan along with some Gentiles to kill
them. Paul and Barnabas discover the
plot and flee to the cities of Lystra and
Derbe where they continue to preach the
Gospel. Now, being stoned to death
admittedly is quite a bit more worrisome :
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As Kevin DeYoung summarizes Calvin,
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laws should be responding in a way that
showcases God's glory and points the way
to the Gospel. When Paul and Barnabas
fled it wasn’t that they were scared of
dying (getting a fine or going to prison),
they were mostly concerned that they
would be able to preach the gospel. Like
Peter in the face of opposition proclaimed,
“Which is right in God's eyes: to listen to
you, or to him? You be the judges! As for
us, we cannot help speaking about what
we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20)

How shall we speak?

Since we are to showcase the Gospel,
how do we do that in a culture that hates
the message we bring? We have determ-
ined that we need to stay and speak
“boldly for the Lord”, but how we do it
wisely? Solomon says in Proverbs 16:21,
“The wise of heart is called discerning,
and sweetness of speech increases per-
suasiveness.” We can all get in the way
of preaching the Gospel by speaking in
pride, being obnoxious, or with no self-
control. Or we can fall into the trap of
thinking we are showing love by remain-
ing silent or not wanting to cause offense
at the gospel.

Biblical winsomeness or sweetness of
speech first off is speech. We need to be
talking and sharing the gospel with our
neighbours. Sweetness of speech is not
holding back the truth out of fear of
offending our neighbour.®> We are
commanded to speak the truth in love.
(Eph 4:15) As followers of a God who is
“the way, the truth, and the life” (John
14:6) our lives must always be marked by
a devotion to truth. What Solomon is
pointing out in Proverbs is that how we
speak the truth matters as well. Our speech
like the entirety of our Spirit- infused lives
is to be modelled after the fruits of the
spirit. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”(Gal
5:22-23)

When we are approaching our neighbour
in a spirit of humility and love, not coming
at them armed and ready for a fight, how
much more readily will they be willing to
hear us. Our world is full of noise. Everyone
clamouring to state their opinion, to shout
and rant on social media about all the
injustices they perceive. Christians can
stand in the beauty of the Gospel, sharing
its truth in gentleness and self-control.

Notice, though, that Solomon says that
“sweetness of speech” only “increases
persuasiveness.” Our speech might be
well flavoured by the fruits of the spirit,

you might be speaking the truth in love,
but your gay neighbour still hates you.
You want to be winsome and wise, but
you had to take that stand on using
preferred pronouns, refuse to attend the
wedding of the transgender workmate, or
tell the Biblical truth when asked your
opinion on gender and sexuality. The Bible
never guarantees that the results of our
speech will result in our persuading
someone of the truth. Biblical winsome-
ness is always wise, but the results belong
to the Lord. The Bible is pretty clear too,
that we should expect opposition.
“Remember the word that | said to you.
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’
If they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you.” (John 16:20a) Indeed, all
who desire to live a godly life in Christ
will be persecuted. (2 Timothy 3:12) If we
are devoted to sharing the gospel, desiring
to love our neighbour well with the truth,
the world will hate us. But here is the
thing, the Bible never says that we should
be working to make the world like us or
even find us tolerable. The Bible’s
command is rather clear what our response
should be, “But | say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you make be sons of your
Father who is in heaven.”( Matthew 5:44-
45a)

Practical application

So God has given us a job now. Our job
is to love that neighbour who doesn’t
understand how a good Christian could
attend “that” church. Our job is to love
our co-worker Steve who comes to work
the next day asking that you call him “
Sarah.” Our job is to love our daughter
who comes to us telling us that she has
fallen in love with another woman. But
what does this love look like? In her
book, Five Lies of Our Anti-Christian Age,
Rosaria Butterfield argues that we need to
understand the difference between
acceptance and approval. “Acceptance
means living in reality and not fantasy...
Acceptance is an important step in seeing
the person you love in the sin pattern in
which he is trapped.”* In other words,
acceptance is understanding that co-
worker Steve really believes that he is a
woman. While we must acknowledge
the lie that Steve is trapped in, Butterfield
says:

We can't let our acceptance become
approval. “In accepting where
someone is, you seek for them
God'’s rescue and help. Approval
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of sin, on the other hand declares,
‘They have healed the wound of
my people lightly, saying, “peace,
peace,” when there is no peace.
Were they ashamed when they
committed abomination? No,
they were not at all ashamed.
(Jer. 8:11-12)>

Our acceptance of our neighbour’s
position allows us to come to the situation
in honesty, in other words it allows us
to speak the truth in love. Butterfield
clarifies it this way, “Acceptance means
dealing protectively and gently with the
person who is lost... acceptance involves
listening, caring for, praying, and
sharing God’s word.”®

Laura Perry in her book Transgender
to Transformed describes how true
acceptance, acceptance bathed in truth
and love, helped bring her back from
the lies. Laura as a young woman
became convinced that she should be
a man, and despite her family’s
objections began hormone treatment
and eventually had her ovaries removed
and top surgery. Laura’s mother,
however, kept praying for Laura and
pursued her with the truth. Perry writes,

I demanded that my family call
me “Jake” and use pronouns
matching my chosen gender. It
used to infuriate me that my mom
never would. | was so angry |
wouldn't talk to her for months.
And vyet, it was like a tether to
reality for me. Because she kept
calling me “Laura,” it reminded
me of who | was. It was as if God
refused to let me go no matter
how hard I tried to let go of myself.
Though it likely will not be
received that way, remember it
is actually loving to speak the
truth; it is loving to affirm who
God made your child to be.”

Our love for our neighbours in the
face of all their hate, raging, and even
the possible reality of punishment,
must be a love that is marked by truth.
Our expression of that love is guided
by the Holy Spirit with words that are
patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle
and controlled. Most of all, loving our
neighbour is best shown in pointing
atthe Gospel, not at ourselves or them
saying, “And such were some of
you(us). But you (we) were washed,
you (we) were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
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Spirit of our God.” 1 Cor 6:11)

Our love for our neighbour shouldn’t
stop with merely our words. Our love
for our neighbour extends to our prayers
as well. Pray for your trans co-worker,
pray for your child who has left the
church because “love is love,” and pray
fervently that God would change the
hearts of our leaders. We can’t change
the hearts of those around us or those
who rule over us, but God can. Pray for
our church and our leaders that we
would remain faithful to His Word, the
truth. Pray for yourself. As we look into
the future and what lies in store, our
hearts can become fearful. We worry
about the consequences of speaking the
truth and we worry if we have the ability
to stand fast in the face of that
persecution. Pray that instead of looking
at yourself, that God will keep you laser
focused on Christ, that Christ’s glory
would be your great comfort. We can
look around in despair, but Christ’s
promises are sure. God warned us that
we would be called to times such as
these, but we also have His promises
of hope. “I have said these things to you,
that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; | have overcome the world.” (John
16:33) and “ Rejoice in that day, and
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is
great in heaven; for so their fathers did
to the prophets.” (Luke 6:23) Hold firm
to the truth; heaven is just around the
corner.

1 John Calvin, Calvin’s Commentaries, vol.
19 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1993), 7.

2 Kevin Deyoung, “When to Stay and When
to Run,” The Gospel Coalition, August 8,
2013, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
blogs/kevin-deyoung/when-to-stay-and-
when-to-run/.

3 Mitch Chase, “Sweetness of Speech,”
Substack newsletter, Biblical Theology
(blog), August 22, 2023, https://
mitchchase.substack.com/p/sweetness-of-
speech.

4 Rosaria Champagne Butterfield, Five Lies of
Our Anti-Christian Age (Wheaton, Illinois:
Crossway, 2023), 293.

5 Butterfield, 294.

6 Butterfield, 296.

7 Perry, Laura. Transgender to Transformed:
A Story of Transition That Will Truly Set
You Free (p. 183). Genesis Publishing
Group. Kindle Edition.

Audra Warner is a member of the
Palmerston North Reformed
Church.

The next two articles
explain the
implications of
conversion therapy.
We were not able to
find a legal
professional to write
on this topic, so we
have used the text
from the conversion
therapy ban facts
sheet from Family First
which explains the
possible problems and
penalties attached to

the current legislation.

The article Conversion
therapy banned in
Canada was used
because much of what
is written seems to
parallel what might
happen here in New
Zealand. It seems that
many of the social
ideologies in Canada
are mirrored here in
New Zealand.




Conversion therapy and the Gospel

CONVERSION
THERAPY BAN FACTS

The term ‘conversion therapy’ has
been coined by activists but not
clearly defined — so the rest of us are
left trying to work out what it means.
If it means practices which are coer-
cive, abusive or involuntary, or
includes things like electric shock
therapy or ‘anti-gay boot camps’,
then we can all agree such things
are inhumane and must be con-
demned. These types of ‘therapy’
should not be part of any com-
munity, let alone a faith-based one.
Therapy or counselling should never
be forced on anyone. Sadly, in the
past, many state institutions sanc-
tioned inhumane treatments such as
electroconvulsive therapy (ECT),
being stripped naked and being
locked in a small room, massive
doses of medication, lobotomies
and screaming patients chained to
chairs. Fortunately, these are not
part of current practice and certainly
not part of any religious organisa-
tion. However, banning ‘conversion
therapy’ has expanded to mean
stopping someone who experiences
unwanted same-sex attraction or
gender dysphoria from getting coun-
selling or support of any sort that
they may themselves desire.

In passing the Conversion Practices
Prohibition Legislation Act 2022,
Parliament has effectively criminalised
the discussion and practice of
alternatives to hormones, surgery and
confusion for gender dysphoria —and
more troubling, they have criminalised
self-determination of how a person
wants to live their own life.

The definition of “conversion
practice” in section 5 of the Act states:

Conversion Practices Prohibition Legislation Act 2022

5 Meaning of conversion practice
(1) In this Act, conversion practice means any practice, sustained effort, or treatment

that-

(a) is directed towards an individual because of the individual’s sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender expression; and

(b) is done with the intention of changing or suppressing the individual’s sexual
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

(2) However, conversion practice does not include —

(@) any action that a health practitioner takes when providing a health service if
the health practitioner —
(i) considers in their reasonable professional judgement it is appropriate to take

that action; and
(ii) complies with all legal, professional, and ethical standards when taking the
action; or

(b) assisting an individual who is undergoing, or considering undergoing, a gender
transition; or

(c) assisting an individual to express their gender identity; or

(d) providing acceptance, support, or understanding of an individual; or

(e) facilitating an individual’s coping skills, development, or identity exploration,
or facilitating social support for the individual; or

(f) the expression only of a belief or a religious principle made to an individual
that is not intended to change or suppress the individual’s sexual orientation,
gender identity, or gender expression.

Examples of conversion practices

The following are examples of a conversion practice if each practice, sustained effort, or

treatment described is directed towards an individual because of that individual’s sexual

orientation, gender identity, or gender expression:

using shame or coercion intending to give an individual an aversion to same-sex attractions
or to encourage gender-conforming behaviour:

encouraging an individual to believe that their sexual orientation, gender identity, or
gender expression needs changing because it is a defect or disorder:

carrying out a prayer-based practice, a deliverance practice, or an exorcism intending to
change or suppress an individual’s sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender
expression.
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In the Select Committee report which
was accepted by Parliament, it said: The
definition of conversion practice does not
explicitly state whether it would cover both
one-off and cumulative practices. We
believe that the definition should cover
both, as harm can be caused by one-off
acts as well as by cumulative practices.”
This adjustment to the definition was
subsequently made. This has expanded
the possibility of a parent, youth worker
or pastor being caught. A simple one-off
discussion could be caught — as could a
weekly bible study on sex and gender.

Prayer is specifically included as a
‘conversion’ practice — even when
requested by the person.

Ironically, the Committee also said:
“We disagree that gender-affirming care
or supporting a gender transition could be
classified as conversion practices.” It
appears that conversion therapy is still
legal. As long as you're converting someone
to homosexuality or to be transgender,
that will still be supported and endorsed
by Parliament.

Note that in the law, “assisting” someone
to undergo a “gender transition” is
acceptable, but to “encourage
gender-conforming behaviour” (i.e. seeking
to live comfortably in one’s natal sex) is
not acceptable. As long as you are going
in the direction dictated by the activists,
that's okay — which reveals to us all what
the real agenda of this legislation is.

Criminalising parents and families

Under the law, parents could be crimin-
alised and liable to up to five years
imprisonment simply for affirming that
their sons are boys and their daughters
are girls! The law could criminalise the
actions of parents who wish to protect
their child from the physical, emotional
and psychological harm caused by
attempting to change their biological sex.
A parent who promotes biological sex
could be criminalised, but an activist
who indoctrinates young children with
the concept of ‘gender fluidity” and ‘third
(or 112th) gender” will be celebrated.
Affirming biological sex could be illegal;
affirming ‘gender identity’ remains legal.
This is not loving or compassionate
towards children. Numerous reviews
show the majority of children who are
confused about their gender also suffer
from diagnosed psychiatric disorders,
such as depression and anxiety. A
mother who encourages and helps her
12-year-old daughter to accept the body
she was born with, rather than being
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placed on dangerous puberty blockers
and wearing chest binders, could be
committing a criminal offence. Can Dad
even gently discourage his nine-year-old
son from demands that his father refer to
him with female pronouns and allow him
to use the girls’ public toilets? Just
recently, the UK’s Tavistock transgender
clinic was shut down by the NHS after a
review found it is not a “safe or viable
option” for children, and that there is
insufficient evidence to recommend
puberty blockers.

The closing of the Tavistock Clinic
came at the same time as the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) in the US issued
a warning label about the risk of puberty
blockers after six minors (ages 5-12)
experienced severe symptoms, including
tumor-like masses in the brain, visual
disturbances, swelling of the optic nerve,
increased blood pressure, and eye
paralysis.

Medical professionals and groups
around the world — including the Royal
Australian and New Zealand College of
Psychiatrists (RANZCP) — are sounding
growing concern and caution around the
use of puberty blockers to treat young
people with gender dysphoria because of
the low certainty of benefits, but the
significant potential for medical harm.8
Sweden, Finland, France and the UK have
all recently moved away from the Gender
Affirmative Model.

Complaints can also be made to the
Human Rights Commission (HRC) and the
Human Rights Review Tribunal — which
will also have a chilling effect. In fact, at
the beginning of August 2022, the HRC
started ‘marketing’ their “new support
service for reports of conversion practice.”
9 (see further discussion below)

Criminalising counsellors, carers
and teachers

Under the new law, it could be illegal for
a counsellor, spiritual leader, pastor,
youth worker, teacher or other profes-
sional to counsel a child or adult with
gender dysphoria in a way that affirms
biology. They could be liable to up to five
years imprisonment.

If a young person, for example, wanted
to align their sexuality with the teachings
and values of their particular faith — be it
Muslim or Christian, Jewish or Sikh, etc —
and sought help to do so from a minister
or faith leader, the law makes it virtually
impossible to access the support they
wanted. Furthermore, if they were able to
find someone prepared to provide

Image by Karolina Grabowska on Pexels

IF A CHURCH MINISTER,
IMAM OR YOUTH LEADER
WERE TO PRAY FOR A
TEENAGER TO BE FREED
FROM UNWANTED
SEXUALTHOUGHTS OR
GENDER CONFUSION,
THIS COULD BE
INTERPRETED AS
CONSTITUTING A
CRIMINAL OFFENCE.
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CHURCH LEADERS,
YOUTH WORKERS AND
IMAMS COULD BECOME
CRIMINALS FOR READING
AND EXPLAINING THE
QURAN OR THE BIBLE -
THATIS, FOR DOING
THEIR JOB - IF THE
STUDENT BELIEVES THEIR
IDENTITY IS BEING
‘CHANGED OR
SUPPRESSED'.

counselling of that kind, they could well
cause that person to become implicated
in a criminal offence. Even an ethical
discussion of this risk with a counsellor,
faith leader or youth worker could be
interpreted by the patient, and the law, as
‘trying to stop you (“changing or
suppressing” as termed in the law) being
trans or gay’.

As warned earlier, prayer as part of
counselling or within the setting of a
religious meeting could fall inside the
concept of ‘conversion therapy’. Thus, if
a church minister, imam or youth leader
were to pray for a teenager to be freed
from unwanted sexual thoughts or gender
confusion, this could be interpreted as
constituting a criminal offence. It may
therefore become dangerous for a child
or adult to express confusion over their
sexuality or gender. No-one would be able
to legally protect them from the
gender-transitioning protocols that are
backed by the Parliament and radical
gender activists, but which are increasingly
being challenged by health professionals
and medical groups around the world.

As mentioned, the Human Rights
Commission has already started marketing
their complaints service.

Criminalising faith-based schools
and places of worship

Islamic and Christian schools could be
breaking the law for teaching their stu-
dents that Allah/God made us male and
female. Church leaders, youth workers

and imams could become criminals for
reading and explaining the Quran or the
Bible — that is, for doing their job — if the
student believes their identity is being
‘changed or suppressed’.

Criminalising consent

Incredibly, the new law says that “con-
sent” is irrelevant. Apparently, the
mantra “my body my choice” doesn't
apply here. The right of self-determina-
tion is a founding principle of the mental
health profession, and for children, the
wider whanau/ family is part of this
important value and support base.

To restrict the ability to give or receive
counselling, teaching, prayer, group
discussion and guidance on important
personal issues like sexual orientation,
gender identity and gender expression
would constitute a serious interference
with the rights and freedoms affirmed in
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990
(BORA). Those who dare to seek inner
freedom and healing from unwanted
behavioural or thought patterns will have
nowhere to turn as a result of this new
ban. The law oppresses and violates the
right to seek whatever lifestyle you desire.
Convincing people that they are a different
gender to their biological sex is not
considered ‘conversion therapy’. Nor is it
considered ‘conversion therapy’ to
encourage a person to explore and develop
same-sex attraction. But if a same-sex
attracted individual wishes to explore and
strengthen a heterosexual attraction or
lifestyle, or a person wishes to align with
their biological sex, it would be illegal—
subject to imprisonment — to encourage
them to do so under this law.

Health practitioners
While there is greatest certainty for health
practitioners, the exception is based on
taking action they consider appropriate
“in their reasonable professional judge-
ment”, and “complies with all legal, pro-
fessional and ethical standards when
taking the action.” In our view, that is the
Trojan horse. The Ministry of Health and
the Professional Association for Trans-
gender Health Aotearoa (PATHA)
endorse the ‘Guidelines for Gender
Affirming Health Care..” PATHA is an act-
ivist group based out of Waikato Univer-
sity who want compulsory training of
medical professionals to support children
who want to change their sex, and who
promote puberty blockers, chest binding,
voice reconstruction, genital surgery etc.
“Affirming” is code for persuading
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young people that they were ‘born in the
wrong body” and that it will be beneficial
for them to cut off their breasts or penises,
bind their chest, take cross sex hormones,
block the natural progression of puberty,
and potentially destroy their fertility.

The alternative is ‘watchful waiting’,
which is accompanied by counselling and
support, and is based on research which
shows that the overwhelming majority of
children grow out of their gender dysphoria
after puberty. It helps the young person
feel comfortable in their natal sex and
deals with the comorbid psychiatric
disorders that may exist and which are
contributing to the gender dysphoria.

While “affirming health care” is
currently a ‘guideline’, there is no guarantee
that it couldn’t become a “legal,

professional and ethical standard” as termed
in the law, and encouraging ‘watchful
waiting’ will be treated as a form of
conversion therapy.

All New Zealanders should be protected
from coercive, abusive or involuntary
psychological or spiritual practices.
However, participation in psychological
assessments, counselling sessions, prayer
meetings and other therapeutic practices
is almost always an expression of
voluntary behaviour and personal freedom.

Under this new law, people would be
prevented from getting help to live the
lifestyle they choose — if that lifestyle is
heterosexual and/or based on their
biological sex. And children could not be
encouraged to embrace their biological
sex.

While gender and sexuality is supposedly
‘fluid’, activists want the law to stipulate
that it can only go in the direction they
approve. To penalise people on the basis
of their beliefs or personal lifestyle choices
lacks fairness and is a dangerous
discrimination.

This text was used with permission of
Family First.

If you wish to view more information
about this topic you can view the
following online:

https://thespinoff.co.nz/politics/24-05-2023/
revealed-the-conversion-therapy-
prosecutions-since-legal-ban-kicked-in

https:/familyfirst.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/
2022/08/Conversion-Therapy-1-1.pdf

Conversion therapy and the Gospel

MARTYN McGEOWN

Conversion therapy
criminalized in Canada

The passage of C-4
Canada has just banned conversion
therapy with the passage of Bill C-4,
which was approved unanimously by
Canada’s House of Commons and
Senate, and then received Royal Assent
on December 8, 2021. Royal Assent
means that Canada’s Governor Gen-
eral, Mary Simon, a representative of
the Crown, Queen Elizabeth II, signed it
into law. The new law took effect on
January 7, 2022.
Conversion therapy is defined in C-4
as follows:
a practice, treatment or service
designed to
(@) change a person’s sexual
orientation to heterosexual;
(b) change a person’s gender
identity to cisgender;
(c) change a person’s gender
expression so that it conforms
to the sex assigned to the
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person at birth;

(d) repress or reduce non-hetero-
sexual attraction or sexual
behaviour;

(e) repress a person’s non-
cisgender gender identity; or

(f) repress or reduce a person’s
gender expression that does
not conform to the sex assigned
to the person at birth.

For greater certainty, this definition
does not include a practice, treatment
or service that relates to the exploration
or development of an integrated
personal identity — such as a practice,
treatment or service that relates to a
person’s gender transition — and that
is not based on an assumption that a
particular sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expression is to be
preferred over another.

With the passage of C-4 Canada has

CONVERSION THERAPY,
SUCH AS COUNSELLING,
CERTAIN KINDS OF
PRAYER AND PREACHING,
OR OTHER SERVICES, IS
NOW CATEGORISED ... AS
"OBSCENE MATERIAL."



A BAN ON CONVERSION
THERAPY IS AN ATTACK
ON CHRISTIANITY AND
THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST.

CONVERSION IS GOD'S
WORK OF TURNING A
SINNER FROM SINTO
RIGHTEOUSNESS, FROM
DISOBEDIENCE TO
HOLINESS, SO THAT HE
REPENTS AND LIVES A
NEW, GODLY LIFEIN
OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S
COMMANDMENTS.
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created four new criminal offences: (1)
causing a person to have conversion
therapy; (2) removing a child from
Canada in order to receive such therapy;
(3) profiting from offering such therapies;
and (4) promoting or advertising
conversion therapy. The first two offences
carry a maximum of five years
imprisonment, while offences three and
four carry a sentence of two years.
Rather than write a brand-new law,
the Canadian legislature simply
amended Canada’s existing Criminal
Code, Section 164(1), which concerns
the making and distribution of obscene
materials, such as child pornography, by
adding the following words to the relevant
paragraphs. | quote just one paragraph
to prove the point (emphasis added):
If the court is satisfied, on a
balance of probabilities, that the

material is child pornography as
defined in section 163., a voyeuristic
recording, an intimate image, an
advertisement of sexual services or
an advertisement for conversion
therapy, or computer data as defined
in subsection 342.(2) that makes child
pornography, the voyeuristic
recording, the intimate image, the
advertisement of sexual services or
the advertisement for conversion
therapy available, it may order the
custodian of the computer system to
delete the material.

Conversion therapy, such as
counselling, certain kinds of prayer and
preaching, or other services, is now
categorised with “child pornography,
voyeuristic recording, intimate images,

and the advertisement of sexual services”
as “obscene material.” So odious is
conversion therapy in the eyes of
Canadian legislators! On December 8,
2021, Justin Trudeau, Canadian prime
minister, tweeted excitedly:

It's official: Our government’s
legislation banning the despicable
and degrading practice of conversion
therapy has received Royal Assent —
meaning it is now law. LGBTQ2
Canadians, we’ll always stand up for
you and your rights.

In case you wondered, the Q2 at the
end of the acronym LGBTQ2 is
“Two-Spirit,” which the Canadian
government recognizes as someone who
“identifies as having both a masculine
and feminine spirit.”

In the preamble to the Bill we read
the following, which demonstrates what
Canadian lawmakers as well as legislators
in other Western nations think about
conversion therapy, and why, therefore,
they have decided to criminalize it:

Conversion therapy causes harm
to the persons who are subjected to
it

Conversion therapy causes harm
to society because, among other
things, it is based on and propagates
myths and stereotypes about sexual
orientation, gender identity and gender
expression, including the myth that
heterosexuality, cisgender gender
identity, and gender expression that
conforms to the sex assigned to a
person at birth are to be preferred
over other sexual orientations, gender
identities and gender expressions;

In light of those harms, it is
important to discourage and
denounce the provision of conversion
therapy in order to protect the human
dignity and equality of all Canadians.

According to secular psychologists,
it is harmful to homosexuals, lesbians,
and transgender people, as well as to
society as a whole, to attempt to change
a person’s sexual orientation or
behaviour. While it is true that some
kinds of conversion therapy, such as
electric shock treatments, medication,
and the like, are harmful, this is a blanket
ban, which prohibits any attempt,
regardless of the method, to change
someone from non-heterosexual (gay,
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, etc.) to
heterosexual.
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Implications for the church in
Canada

A ban on conversion therapy is an
attack on Christianity and the church of
Jesus Christ. Conversion is God’s work
of turning a sinner from sin to righteous-
ness, from disobedience to holiness, so
that he repents and lives a new, godly
life in obedience to God’s command-
ments. God calls sinners to conversion
through the faithful preaching of His
Word, which He applies graciously to
His elect by the Holy Spirit. To sinners
guilty of “killing the Prince of life” Peter
preached, “Repent ye therefore and be
converted that your sins may be blotted
out” (Acts 3:19). Repentance is neces-
sary for all sinners, including those
guilty of sexual sins, which are trans-
gressions against the seventh com-
mandment. Never does God permit the
preacher to limit the call to repentance
to certain kinds of sinners: thieves, but
not murderers; adulterers, but not blas-
phemers; idolaters, but not those dis-
obedient to parents.

Homosexuality/transgenderism is no
exception.

On the face of it, it is now illegal in
Canada to command, urge, or exhort a
homosexual, a lesbhian, or a transgender
person to repent of his sin. Possibly, one
might call him to repent of his other sins,
but not of his sexual sins, because those
define what he is. On the face of it, it is
now illegal in Canada to counsel a person
who is confused or conflicted about his
or her sexuality. The only counsel
permissible by law is to affirm the person
in his homosexuality, even if he does not
want to be homosexual and even if he
wants help in denying worldliness and
ungodly lusts (Tit. 2:12). On the face of
it, it is now illegal in Canada to counsel
a person who is confused about his or
her “gender identity” (a biological male
who struggles with the desire to be a
female and the urge to express himself
as a female, for example) and to
encourage him or her to be what they
biologically are, what God created them
to be (Matt. 19:4). The only counsel
permissible by law is to affirm the person
in his or her transgenderism, even if the
person does not want to be transgender
or to behave in a transgender manner.
In fact, on the face of it, it is now illegal
in Canada to offer any service designed
to “repress or reduce non-heterosexual...
behaviour.” One may not even counsel
a man who struggles with feelings of
same-sex attraction to abstain from sinful
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sexual behaviour. His feelings and
behaviour must be affirmed, even
celebrated as good and wholesome,
despite the fact that God’s Word
condemns them as “vile affections” (Rom.
1:26), that it calls homosexuality/
lesbianism “the [changing of] the natural
use into that which is against nature” (v.
26), and that it describes homosexuality
as “unseemly” (Greek: shameful; Rom.
1:27).

Indeed, Paul’s words to former
homosexuals must be prohibited too.
After naming certain kinds of people (the
unrighteous) who will not inherit the
kingdom of God, among whom are
“effeminate” and “abusers of themselves
with mankind” (words describing
homosexuals), Paul declares the gospel:
“And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God” (I Cor. 6:9,
11).

On the face of it, it is appropriate in
Canada to say that about former fornicators
(who have, by God’s grace, put away
their fornication), former idolaters (who
have, by God’s grace, put away their
idols), former adulterers (who have, by
God’s grace, ended their extramarital
affairs), former thieves (who have, by
God'’s grace, stopped stealing), formerly
covetous men (who, by God's grace, are
no longer greedy for filthy lucre), former
drunkards (who, by God’s grace, have
put away their wine), former revilers
(whose tongues, by God'’s grace, have
been curbed and tamed), and former
extortioners (who, by God’s grace, no
longer oppress their neighbours with
crippling usury); but the Canadian
government draws a line under
homosexuality and related matters, saying
effectively, “You may not speak of former
homosexuals, lesbians, or transgenders
— God'’s grace cannot change them; in
fact, they do not need to be changed.”

A sermon that sets forth God’s Word
on human sexuality, including God'’s
prohibition of homosexual lust and
practice, is now — at least on the plain
reading of this new law, which gives no
religious exceptions — illegal in Canada.
A prayer offered by a pastor or a Christian
counsellor asking God’s grace to help a
counselee abstain from fleshly,
homosexual lusts is now illegal in Canada.
A Bible study in which homosexuality
or transgenderism is condemned is now
considered illegal in Canada, at least if
any homosexuals are in attendance, who

could view such a Bible study as an
attempt to change their sexuality or
gender identity/expression. Canadian law
makes no exceptions for religious activities,
offers no protection to pastors or elders,
but is a blanket ban on conversion therapy
in all its forms. And let us not forget that
itis mainly religious people who seek to
help people forsake their sins and find
mercy: the secular world has no interest
in that. Therefore, religious people are
the targets of this new law.

| write, “on the face of it,” because
the law is sufficiently vague as to need
testing in court, which will undoubtedly
happen sooner than we think. “Woe unto
them that call evil good, and good evil;
that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and
sweet for bitter!” (Is. 5:20). “Fear none
of those things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye
shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).

Mr Martyn McGeown is the minister
of Providence Protestant Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan.

First published in The Standard
Bearer a periodical of the Protestant
Reformed Churches with whom we
have a reciprocal agreement.

Volume 98, 2022, Vol 98 Issue 09

11



Letters from New Zealand

D. G. VANDERPYL

May 1994

Reading The Christian Reformed Tradi-
tion | have forgotten the name of the
author) some time ago, | came across an
interesting development in the life of that
church while they were in the process of
Americanisation. It was World War |,
which hastened the process of integra-
tion when loyalties of several ethnic
groups, including the Dutch, were ques-
tioned by the general public. The Chris-
tian Reformed Churches Synod of 1912
had considered an overture to address
the federal authorities in Washington to
assure them of their loyalty to the coun-
try, but this had been rejected because of
its political overtones. Two years later,
when World War | broke out, the CRC
Synod sent a message to the President
pledging wholehearted support by the
church, which naturally was much
appreciated. However, there was still the
language problem. The governor of the
State of lowa had advised the citizenry
by proclamation to use the English lan-
guage “exclusively” in all public meet-
ings, adding the warning “that in case of
disregard of this advice no protection
was forthcoming from the government
and warned that all such as might use
foreign speech in public could well
expose themselves to the ‘caprice’ of the
mob.” The CRC now found themselves
in a spot. By disobeying the advice from
the government they feared spiritual loss
by hearing a sermon in a “foreign” lan-
guage, but at the same time they also
feared the mob. In one township a Chris-
tian school and a church were burnt
down. Fortunately, partial relief was
found when the government allowed
preaching in a foreign language
provided the same message was also
brought to the same audience in the lan-
guage of the country. It sure was an
effective way of teaching the congrega-
tion the English language via the pulpit.

Masterton has obtained a combination
piano/organ. This does not mean that
you can get a piano/organ combination
sound effect. By switching a knob some-
where on the instrument, the organist
can turn him or herself into a pianist or
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vice versa. The pastor and his wife spot-
ted this musical miracle while holiday-
ing in Auckland and were able to knock
the price down by a third.

This goes to show you what some
pulpiteers and their wives can do in the
marketplace!

[ mentioned in the previous issue that
the Foxton congregation “lost” their pastor
to their big brother on the South Island.
Now another congregation, Hastings, also
faces a vacancy with the departure, or
rather return, of the Sawyer family to the
United States. Jack Sawyer has served our
churches well over a period of ten years,
first in Silverstream and then in Hastings.
The session, with the approval of
Presbytery, granted him release from his
ministry as the family wishes to return to
America "to be near to, and so care for,
their respective parents in their declining
years." Jack will then seek a pastorate
there.

[ read in the Palmerston North church
bulletin that the session is offering the
congregation a “chance of a lifetime”,
namely to fill some vacant positions on
their Board of Management. The same
church also established a Men’s Fellow-
ship to meet together, initially to study
five relevant topics, introduced by the
participants in turn.

A New Zealand Reformed Christian
Teachers’ Training Association has been
established in the Wellington region and
has begun teaching the Diploma in
Christian Teaching this year with John
Steenhof as principal. John at one time
was a minister of the Word and Sacra-
ments in Wainuiomata and Auckland
(North Shore). The aim of the Associ-
ation is to provide Christian teacher
training from a completely Biblical per-
spective. The churches have all been
asked to give this new venture their pray-
erful and financial support.

August

“And it came to pass”. On my latest tour
through New Zealand with a group of

retired Americ-
ans, turns were
- taken each morn-
r ing to share a brief
meditation before leav-
ing our hotel or motel for the day’s
(ad)venture. One of them, from way
down South, related the story of a
wealthy lady who had an intimate
friendship with one of her servants, an
elderly negress who tended her flower
and vegetable garden. One morning, as
they sat together for a cuppa, she asked
her gardener what her most precious
verse in Scripture was. After a few
moments of considering the question,
she said, “It came to pass,” upon which
her mistress exclaimed, “But Mary, that
is not a verse at all; what do you mean
by that, tell me?” Her friend then
explained what she meant with this
incomplete sentence from Scripture.
“Ma’m,” she said, “when we have bad
times in our lives, my husband will say,
‘never mind, my love, it will come to
pass. And when there are good times, he
will say with a sigh, ‘this also will come
to pass again.”

There has been a bit of travel by clergy
and layfolk alike. Rev. Michael Flinn
with his wife Tina left in May, heading
first for Cyprus where Michael had been
asked to give twelve lectures at the
Middle  East Reformed  Fellowship
(MERF). They then journeyed on to the
Netherlands to look up some of Tina’s
ancestors, pick up some Dutch and
enjoy the pleasure of some onion
sprinkled raw herrings to glide down
their gullets. Having shared that experi-
ence they travelled to Australia to repres-
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ent our churches as observers at the
Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of
Australia.

While in Cyprus, they were to meet
up with another member of our churches,
John Wilkens from Bucklands Beach who
volunteered to give some physical
assistance and expertise in the building
trade to the MERF organisation.

I myself have just returned from a brief
stay in the Netherlands to visit family
and old friends, maybe for the last time,
and | also spent some time with relations
of my late wife and of her first husband.
[t was a time of reminiscing and healing.
But it felt good to catch the flight “home”
again, back to New Zealand to be
reunited with my own extended family.

By the end of the year one of our stu-
dents at the College, Chris Kavanagh,
will be completing his studies for the
ministry and looking for a vicariate in
one of our churches.

Hamilton, Masterton and probably
one or two others may have their eye on
a vicar to “serve his time” in 1995, to
guide him in his final practical year in
preparation for his examination for
entrance into the ministry. Chris and his
wife Julie have been attending a course
in the Dutch language by Professor Steve
Voorwinde. Chris writes that a variety of
reasons were given by those attending
this class as to why they wanted to learn
Dutch. Some said it was to enable them
to talk to each other without their children
being able to understand them. Others
were keen to learn Dutch to be able to
understand their parents when these
parents didn’t want their children to hear
what they were saying (about them,
probably). It reminds me of my childhood
days when my grandparents would speak
Javanese or French if they did not want
us to know what they were saying.

The Hastings congregation was severely
tested when a hailstorm in early March
badly damaged orchards of some of the
Hastings membership, so much so that
some lost a whole year’s income. The
apples, which were due to be picked,
were not only badly bruised but even
had bites taken out of them by the
unexpected hail. The fruit was only
good enough for its juice now and
many in the congregation came to help
in the orchards to get the damaged fruit
transported to the local processing
plant. As one wrote in their bulletin, “It

Faith in Focus — Volume 51/5, June 2024

was a heart-warming time, where we
felt strongly uplifted by the sense of fel-
lowship in the church community.”

The Reformed Church of Nelson, one of
the first churches to be instituted
(1953), had rented a Seventh Day
Adventist Church building for their ser-
vices in 1957. It was and still is a quaint
little church tucked away in the shop-
ping centre. Six years later they pur-
chased it for $5,000 and have been
using it ever since. Now, three decades
later, the congregation has agreed to
sell the building and find a more suit-
able property in one of the suburbs. A
buyer has been found and the reloca-
tion committee is busy investigating the
most effective position from which to
reach out to their community with the
Gospel.

A recent meditation in one of the Christ-
church bulletins read: Why were there
three crosses silhouetted against the
skyline on the hilltop at Golgotha? Why
was Jesus not simply crucified on His
own? There were three crosses because
in fulfilment of the Scriptures, Jesus was
to be reckoned among the trans-
gressors. He was to be identified among
the greatest of sinners. And the three
crosses show the way of the Gospel: the
one cross represents the condemnation
to eternal judgement of hell, of those
who reject Jesus as the Christ and the
other cross representing the granting of
salvation as a free gift to those who
repent and seek the Christ in faith. Isn’t
it amazing, the love of God in His Son
Jesus, that He died for you and me!

September

In June this year New Zealand joined
other Christians world-wide and organ-
ised a “March for Jesus.” Christians
from all denominations gathered for this
march in the centre of their townships
to meet for prayer for our nation and the
world. In one of our churches in the
North Island a session omitted to publi-
cise and advise the congregation of the
up and coming event and hence this
church was not well represented to say
the least, according to one young
zealot. It so irked him, that during the
preaching of the Word, the minister was
interrupted by a brief harangue ques-
tioning him as to why the local
Reformed Church was not there to

make a stand with the other churches,
to witness to the community that Jesus
is Lord. Appropriate timing or not, he
did make a point!

Readers of Trowel & Sword in Australia
should also subscribe to Faith in Focus,
an excellent magazine of our churches
on my side of the Tasman Sea. It has a
wide range of quality articles to whet
the appetite of the discerning reader.
One contributor, Rev. John Rogers of
the Palmerston North Reformed Church
wrote an article about Clayton’s theo-
logy — the belief you believe when you
don’t want to live with the con-
sequences of what you believe. Accord-
ing to John, it’s a version of the original
Clayton’s “the drink you drink when
you're not having a drink” so you can
still drive home. Anyway, John Rogers
points out a few discrepancies he has
spotted in the course of time. One of
them is about “biological growth”, as
one of the statistical measurements for
the arrival of new babies in the
churches. He’d rather use the term
“covenantal growth”; God fulfilling his
covenantal promises to be a God to us
and to our children. Seeing that it is
God who gives these children to us,
they are therefore not just the biological
result of certain marital activities, much
less the result of family planning. The
other example of a practical denial of
the covenant John cites, is retirement
villages. Often these communes are
miles from a Reformed Church and
hence make it difficult to develop a
continued and beneficial relationship
between grandparents and their off-
spring, and he quotes Proverbs 13:23:
“A good man leaves an inheritance to
his children’s children.” Long distances
deny passing on this inheritance. This
also applies vice versa of course. Paul is
right when he writes to Timothy, his son
in the faith, “that children and grand-
children should repay their parents and
grandparents by caring for them, for this
is pleasing to the Lord.” Paul is right and
so is John Rogers with his pastoral
reminder of it!
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Books in Focus

LIVING IN THE AGE
OF ENTITLEMENT

“Chronicles the obsession that many Americans have with, well,

themselves . . . thinking themselves entitled to things they haven't earned:

It puts them at a terrible disadvantage in a global marketplace that is,
all the time, getting more competitive.” —San Francisco Chronicle

JEAN M. TWENGE, PH.D.

AUTHOR OF GENERATION ME

ad W. KEITH CAMPBELL, PH.D.

WITH A NEW FOREWORD BY THE AUTHORS
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The narcissism Epidemic

by Jean M Twenge and W Keith
Campbell

Reviewed by Roel Arends,
Reformed Church of Christchurch

A few months ago | was reading a blog
from Dr Wes Bredenhof, the pastor of the
Free Reformed church in Tasmania,
wherein he recommended a non Chris-
tian book to be read by Christians, espe-
cially ministers and elders. This book,
written by Jean M Twenge and Keith
Campbell, both professors in psychology,
deals with Narcissism, an attention get-
ting term and it researches the truth about
narcissists and why they behave the way
they do.

Research is being done on NPD,
Narcissistic Personality Disorder, and on
the destructive damage it can and does
cause to individuals and other people.

This book, 341 pgs, is divided into four
sections.

1. The diagnosis

2. Root causes of the epidemic
3. Symptoms of narcissism

4. Prognosis and treatment.

This book has got an excellent chapter
on parenting and preventing children from
NPD traits in the future.

Narcissism began with good intentions
as American culture encouraged
self-admiration, with the belief that it
would improve our lives and would build
a country of people having high self
-esteem, however, we saw it turning into
a country where aggression, materialism,
lack of caring for others and shallow
values became the norm.

It turned the American culture journey
from self-admiration, which seemed so
good, to the corrosive narcissism that
threatens to affects us all.

Narcissism

According to the authors, “NARCISSISM
is a psychological term, but even people
who have never taken a psychological
class know it, when they see it.”

Other common names for narcissism
include arrogance, conceit, vanity,
grandiosity and self-centredness.

Narcissists are full of themselves, need

continuous admiration, have a lack of
empathy, are manipulative, and may show
explosive behaviour and jealousy.

A narcissist does not want to come to
therapy and if they do, they blame the
other person as they think they are much
brighter and more special and are not
motivated to change their behaviour. Many
partners do not want other people to know
that they live in an abusive partnership.

This book gives a deep understanding
of what narcissism does to our society and
how destructive it is.

From a biblical point of view,
Narcissism is a sin.

2 Tim 3:1-5: “But understand this, that
in the last days there will come times of
difficulty. For people will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy, heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self control, brutal,
not loving good, treacherous, reckless,
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, having the
appearance of godliness but denying its
power. Avoid such people.”

It appears that narcissism NPD, does
not get the attention it should.

May our Lord guide us all in preventing
an exploding narcissist epidemic.

The book is available in the public
library or can be purchased on Amazon,
TradeMe or in a bookshop.
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Dusted off nuggets

IAN KOENS

After Babel

Go, spread out!

‘Go and spread out — off you go. | want the world | have cre-
ated to be developed — to be populated. Go, speak different
languages, be confused and spread out.”

So they left the land of Shinar and spread, developed and
populated... all confused. Some we follow because their footsteps
are imprinted on the pages of the Bible. Others we trace through
secular sources, but most others disappear into historical mists.

Yet, all took with them from Babel that awesome story of
The Flood and the knowledge of God. Later, often thousands of
years later, the descendants of these would-be Babel Builders
pop up in the most unusual and inhospitable places. They were
found freezing in the ice- lands of the Arctic or sweating in the
dense jungles of Peru. Some were discovered among the sand-
blown dunes of the Sahara, wind- blown in the steppes of Siberia
or the tundras of Lapland.

To West Papua

Some had also gone to the mountain regions of Papua. Their
skins had grown dark, their noses had flattened, and their lips
were thicker. They’d shed clothes, bored pig tusks through their
noses and bird of paradise feathers in their curly hair.

Their staple food was sweet-potato, local vegetables and
whatever meat their spears or arrows pierced. Their tribal wars
were fierce, and a real conquest was to eat the flesh of the
conquered, still covered in pig grease.

Crop failure and sick pigs were blamed on people possessed
by evil spirits. These had to be sacrificed, either by throwing
them into a river or killing them with arrows. That’s how
missionaries found them —a little over one generation ago. That's

Image by answersingenesis.org/
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how many villages still exist, minus the cannibalism and ritual
killings — after Christianity.

In fact, some tribes are still hiding — even now! - living
(blissfully?) unaware of steel axes and plastic combs, let alone
noisy engines and mobile phones that make us Truly-Happy.
Sometimes they hear — sometimes they even see — a great, white
bird humming overhead. Its wings don’t flap, and it flies higher
than the mountain tops — too high to see the dove painted on
the metal tail — next to the red-painted letters MAF. The tribes
accept this small aircraft as one of the great spirits and have
been quick to incorporate it in their religion.

And all that brings us to the core of this article: the religion
of a tribe who live in the mountain jungles of Papua, the most
Eastern province of Indonesia.

Comparing religion

After mastering the language and the culture of these stone-age

people, missionaries soon found that there were similarities

between their religion and the Christo-Judean religion. They
wondered how it was possible that after so many generations

After Babel, they still found more than remnants of God-given

decrees. Here are some aspects of the religion of the Yali tribe.

* They believed that before the Fall in Sin — they called it The
Plague of Darkness — there was no law and that people lived
in total harmony with the animals and plants.

e Their Fall into Sin story is also set in a garden where some
people were caught in an area they shouldn’t have been. As
punishment they died of This Darkness. Afterwards the Great
Spirit gave them The Ancient Words — a set of laws. If these
were not strictly obeyed, the gods would withhold good
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crops and cause sickness. Should they continue to disobey,
everyone would be wiped out except a few chosen ones.

e Their Ancient Words, called the wene melek — were learnt
by each generation by reciting them. They were taught that,
should they forsake the commandments, their god, Kembu,
would forsake them. Some of the commandments:

You shall not commit incest on pain of death.

You shall not steal your neighbour’s wife, land, pigs or pro-
duce.

You shall not marry before your beard appears.
You shall not wage war on holy ground.

You shall not attack your enemy during the four sacred
feasts. You shall punish with death if a woman or uniniti-
ated male intrudes on holy ground.

e They had a temple area, an osuwa, which is the centre of
their religion. Inside were two conical shaped structures
called yogwas. Only the priests — men of knowledge — were
to minister there and only the high-priest was allowed to
enter the kembu, the holy-of-holies which was synonymous
with the name of their god.

* The sacred place was barred from unconsecrated men as
well as women and children by a wall of sharp stones.
Transgressions were punished by death. To them it was a
place of fear, even terror.
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e They also had sacrifices with blood. To appease the gods on
minor matters, pigs’ blood was used, usually to be sprinkled
on the body or smeared onto the eyes. For major transgressions,
the blood of the offender was shed.

e The Cutting Through of Knowledge initiation rites were
ceremonies for young boys in which water was used first to
cleanse them.

* Young men were gradually initiated into the secrets of the
origin of mankind.

e Within the temple complex (think jungle setting and structures
only) was a sacred garden. Its produce was only to be eaten
by the men of knowledge.

e They kept the sacred items of their forebears as items of
worship, much like the Ark with the stone tablets and the
showbread. Only the high priest had access to these.

e They had a place of refuge. Tribal punishment —even being
pursued by an enemy — had to be stopped once a person
reached this place. From this holy ground, the potential
victim could demand (and be given) a safe passage.

e When misfortunes hit the tribe, a peace offering had to be
made to the god.

* They have four sacred feasts, each according to its set purpose.

There’s One missing

The one thing that was missing is a Saviour. Their whole reli-
gion was centred around obedience and punishment.

It was only when Jesus Christ came to the mountain villages in
Papua that they were set free from that bondage.

k 3k k% ok

Chronologically speaking, many aspects of the Yali religion
could not have been known by people who set out from Babel.
Although this story certainly makes no pretence to have any
definite answers, can we not accept that God had put His law
and practices in the hearts and consciences of man, even
before God gave them formally to His people through Moses?
The book of Romans (chapters 1 and 2) has a few definite
things so say about this... .
| hope that you — as | did — stand in awe and wonder that God
finally did come with His full Word and changed a pagan dis-
tortion that has held these stone-age people so long in its grip.
At the same time, this story powerfully demonstrates that
Jesus Christ is Lord of all His earth!

Note: | am indebted to Don Richardson from whose
books | have gleaned information on the religion of
several tribes living in the central mountains of Papua.

Additional information was obtained during a week-long
stay in one of these villages in 2005.

Mr lan Koens is a member of the Free Reformed Church in
Bunbury, Western Australia. He is an avid student and
writer of church history.

Used with permission.
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World in focus

Argentina
celebrates
Evangelicals

Last week, Argentina’s Senate approved a
law to make October 31 a National Day
of Evangelical and Protestant Churches.

The South American country is about
15% Evangelical and has over 25,000
Protestant churches.

Christian Hooft is the President of the
Christian Alliance of Evangelical Churches
of the Republic of Argentina. He said, “To
declare October 31 as the ‘National Day
of Evangelical and Protestant Churches’
is to recognize the importance of this
religious tradition in Argentinian history
and society.”

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther
posted his Ninety-five Theses on the door
of the Catholic church in Wittenberg,
Germany, objecting to the 95 ways the
Catholic church had strayed from Biblical
teaching. That was a milestone moment
that marked the beginning of the Protestant
Reformation.

+ The World View in 5 Minutes

67% of Christians
live in South
America, Africa
and Asia

The Global Christian Forum held its
fourth gathering in Ghana, West Africa
last week with hundreds of participants
from 60 countries.

The conference noted the geographical
shift in the center of Christianity.

In 1900, 82% of Christians lived in the
Global North across countries in North
America and Europe. Now, 67% of
Christians live in the Global South across
countries in South America, Africa, and
Asia. Plus, 44% of Protestants now hail
from Africa.

Psalm 22:27-28 says, “All the ends of
the Earth shall remember and turn to the

Faith in Focus — Volume 51/5, June 2024

LORD, and all the families of the nations
shall worship before You. For kingship
belongs to the LORD, and He rules over
the nations.”

+ The World View in 5 Minutes

Irish voters
rejected unbiblical
definitions of
family

Last Friday (March 8), voters in Ireland
rejected measures that would have
changed the constitution’s language
about marriage and the family.

The “Family Amendment” would have
expanded the concept of family to include
unmarried couples and the idea of marriage
to include other so-called “durable
relationships.” The “Care Amendment”
would have removed language from the
Irish constitution that supported the work
of mothers at home.

Seventy percent of voters rejected the
Care Amendment, and 65% rejected the
Family Amendment.

Psalm 128:3-4 says, “Your wife will
be like a fruitful vine within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table. Behold, thus shall the
man be blessed who fears the LORD.”

+ The World View in 5 Minutes

Australian Courts
to decide "What is
aWoman?"in
“Tickle v. Giggle”
case

Matthias Browning
April 10, 2024

Should women be forced to open
female-only spaces to biological men?
Such is the question asked of the Federal

Court of Australia on Tuesday 9th April in
the landmark case of Roxanne Tickle v.
Giggle for Girls (“Tickle v. Giggle”).

The case, in which Tickle, a biological
male who self-identifies as a woman,
claims to have faced discrimination in
being banned from a female-only
networking app, “Giggle”.

According to ADF International, Tickle
claims that, being “legally permitted to
identify as female” and having had his
birth certificate edited to represent him as
such, he should be permitted into spaces
designated for biological women.

The defence maintain that women have
a right to single-sex spaces, both online
and offline. The defence refute that Tickle
was discriminated on the basis of gender
identity; instead, they argue that Tickle's
disqualification from joining the app was
on the basis of sex.

The case asks the court to address the
conflict between gender identity claims
and the hard-fought and well-established
sex-based rights of biological females —
essentially making a decision about who,
and what, is a “woman”.

ADF International supports Giggle’s
defence, on the principle that Australian
law must uphold the truth on biological
reality.

Sall Grover, CEO of Giggle and
respondent in the law suit, said: “For
decades, women’s movements have fought
for the right to have female spaces in
society. Yet today, the clock is being
wound back.

“I designed my app to give women
their own space to network. It is a legal
fiction that Tickle is a woman. His birth
certificate has been altered from male to
female, but he is a biological man, and
always will be. A woman’s-only app isn’t
about discrimination. It's about freedom
of speech, belief and association.

“We are taking a stand for the safety
of all women’s only spaces, but also for
basic reality and truth, which the law
should reflect.”

The case’s outcome will be a landmark
ruling for Australia, and could set a legal
precedent for how to resolve gender identity
claims when they conflict with sex-based
rights.

The defence will argue that Australia’s
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ratification of CEDAW (the Convention
on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women) obliges the State to protect
women’s rights, including to single-sex
spaces — and that expanding the legal
definition of “women” to include biological
men contradicts this key international
treaty.

CEDAW was implemented in Australia
through the Sex Discrimination Act (1984),
which considers differentiations on the
basis of sex lawful for the purposes of
supporting equality for women. In 2013,
the Australian government amended the
Act to make it unlawful to discriminate
against persons on the basis of “gender
identity”.

The amendments also removed the
biologically-grounded definitions of
“woman” and “man”, thus rendering
women's protections on the basis of sex
meaningless.

The defence will argue that the
Australian government acted
unconstitutionally in amending the Sex
Discrimination Act to legislate “gender
identity” as a protected characteristic,
against the purposes for which the Act was
designed, and for which there is no basis
in CEDAW or any other international
treaties.

The outcome of the decision will be
of high importance to countries across the
world who have ratified CEDAW, including
the United Kingdom. A win for “Giggle”
could help to safeguard the provision of
female-only services and spaces across
the world.

Katherine Deves of Alexander Rashidi
Lawyers, legal representatives for the
Respondent, said: “Our client has been
dragged through the courts for almost two
years, but she continues to fight to uphold
the simple principle that women are
different to men; and that they deserve the
opportunity to meet in female-only spaces
if they want to.

“In 2013, the definitions of “man” and
“woman” were removed from our federal
Sex Discrimination Act, and “gender
identity” was inserted, derogating from
international human rights obligations on
the basis of biological sex. Ironically, the
Act was passed to protect and uphold
women'’s rights, but that purpose that been
subverted by gender ideology. The Act
has been turned from a shield to a sword
for the purpose of censoring the obvious
truth that a man cannot become a woman.

“The Federal Court of Australia will
have to make an ultimate decision on the
most basal question — what is a woman?”
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“The stakes are high in this case.
Women's international human rights will
be lost if “woman” now includes any male
who identifies as such. This decision matters
not just in Australia but also to the watching
world.”

The case comes at a time where women
around the world are fighting to protect
the right to single-sex spaces. JK Rowling,
for example, has been outspoken about
the need to ensure rape-crisis shelters,
bathrooms, locker rooms and prison cells
remain single-sex.

Meanwhile, the UN Special Rapporteur
on Violence Against Women and Girls
has petitioned the Biden Administration
to protect female-only sports and changing
facilities to safeguard against a “loss of
privacy, an increased risk of physical injury,
heightened exposure to sexual harassment
and voyeurism, as well as a more frequent
and accumulated psychological distress
due to the loss of privacy and fair and
equal sporting and academic
opportunities.”

In the context of the case, the
Australian Human Rights Commission
invited input from the UN Special
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women
and Girls to give input on the meaning of
the word “woman” in CEDAW.

In her submission, now published in
full, the Special Rapporteur Reem Alsalem
supported the importance of protecting
women’s sex-based rights:

“While not addressing or defining the
terms “sex” or “gender”, many founda-
tional human rights treaties, and
declarations, including CEDAW, enshrine
a prohibition of discrimination based on
sex which can only be taken to mean as
referring to biological sex.

“In General Recommendation No. 28,
the CEDAW Committee reiterated that
“the objective of the Convention is the
elimination of all forms of discrimination
against women on the basis of sex”.”

Robert Clarke, Director of Advocacy
for ADF International, stated: “In a world
of confusion, it's critical that law must
always uphold truth. Men cannot become
women, and we cannot change decades
of hard-fought legal agreements and rights
simply to accommodate a lie.

“This case has significant implications
for the watching world, as women fight
in every corner to maintain their access,
in the name of equality and non-
discrimination, to single-sex spaces,
including sports, changing rooms,
counselling groups, crisis centers and more.
International law knows what a woman

is, and it’s time for Australia’s courts to
reaffirm biological reality too.”
mychristiandaily.com
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GKN website goes

o
English
Since 2015, we have been editing the
website GereformeerdeKerken.info in
the Netherlands. The website is dedic-
ated to the history of the national and
local 'Reformed Churches in the Nether-
lands' (De Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland) (CKN), originating from the
Secession of 1834 (Rev. H. de Cock) and
the Doleantie of 1886 (Dr. A. Kuyper).
We publish (as much as possible on a
daily basis) both news articles and histor-
ical overviews regarding these churches
and their buildings, even though The
Reformed Churches (‘De Gereformeerde
Kerken') are currently part of the Protest-
ant Church in the Netherlands (PKN).

In the Netherlands, the website
GereformeerdeKerken.info has many
followers, both domestically and
internationally, including in New Zealand.
From abroad we received the suggestion
to translate our articles into English.
According to these communications, many
Reformed (‘gereformeerde’) individuals,
originally from the Netherlands, still have
an interest in the national and local history
of the The Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands (‘De Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland’), but no longer have
sufficient command of the Dutch language
to easily read the messages.

* Therefore, we recently started
translating all articles into English, at the
bottom of the Dutch version. For your
information, we are sending a link to one
of the latest articles we published with
translation into English.

https://gereformeerdekerken.info/
2024/03/06/project-kuyper-in-de-wolken-
van-vu-en-hdc/

To announce this expansion of our
service, we are notifying you of this
change. Perhaps you could pay attention
to it in your publications.

With warm regards,

On behalf of the editorial team of
GereformeerdeKerken.info,
Gerard J. Kok — Groningen,
Netherlands.
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Christ reigns
in the hearts
of all His
people

There He writes His precepts,
impresses His image, and erects His
throne; ruling them, not merely by an
outward law, but by an inward secret
influence, breathing His own life and
spirit into them; so that their obedience
becomes, as it were, natural, pleasur-
able, and its own reward. By the dis-
coveries He affords them of His love —
He wins their affections, captivates
their wills, and enlightens their under-
standings. They derive from Him the
“spirit of power, of love, and of a
sound mind,” (2 Timothy 1:7) and run
with alacrity in the way of His com-
mandments.

They are the willing subjects of His
government; are really pleased with His
appointed way of salvation, approve of
His precepts, and, from a view of His
wisdom and goodness, cheerfully submit
and resign to the disposal of His kind
providence.

In all these respects, we are by
nature at variance with Him. We are
too proud to be indebted to His grace,
too wise in our own conceits to desire
His instruction, too obstinately attached
to the love and practice of sin to be
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capable of relishing the beauty and
spirituality of His commandments. And
our love of the world, and the things of
it, is too strong and grasping, to permit
us to be satisfied with the lot and with
the dispensations He appoints for us.
We wish, if possible, and as far as
possible we attempt — to be our own
god. We are unthankful when He
bestows, and impatient if He withholds;
and if He sees fit to take back the gifts
of which we are unworthy — we repine
and rebel against His will. This enmity
must be subdued, before we can be
pleased with His government: in other
words, we must be changed, we must
be made new creatures.

To produce this change, this new
creation, the Gospel is the only
expedient; and when revealed and
applied to the heart by the power of the
Holy Spirit, the miracle is wrought! The
sinner who is first convinced of his guilt
and misery, and then reconciled to God
by faith in the great atonement, willingly
yields to His administration. He owns
and feels the propriety of His
proceedings, is ready to acknowledge,
in his sharpest afflictions, that the Lord
is gracious, and has not dealt with him
according to the desert of his iniquities.
He considers himself as no longer his
own, but bought with a price, and
brought under the strongest obligations,
“to live no longer to himself, but to Him
who loved him, and gave Himself for
him.” And what was before his dread
and dislike, becomes now the joy of his
heart — the thought that the Lord reigns,
and that all his concerns are in the hands
of Him who does all things well.

HE WHO THINKS
HALF-HEARTEDLY
WILL NOT BELIEVE
IN GOD; BUT HE
WHO REALLY
THINKS HAS TO
BELIEVE IN GOD.
...BUT | OWN THAT |
CANNOT SEE AS
PLAINLY AS OTHERS
DO, AND AS |
SHOULD WISH TO
DO, EVIDENCE OF
DESIGN AND
BENEFICENCE ON
ALL SIDES OF US.

JOHN NEWTON




Focus on the Christian life

One
unexpected
key to a joyful
marriage

You probably keep score. I'm sure you
don’t mean to. You may not even be con-
scious of it. But there’s a pretty good
chance that you do it. You keep score in
your marriage.

You keep score when you tally up the
things you do for your spouse and when
you tally up the things your spouse fails
to do for you. You rarely keep a running
total of your own failures or your spouse’s
successes. Rather, you maintain records
in such a way that you come out ahead.
You probably keep the score in your
marriage. And I'm sure it makes you
unhappy.

Why does it make you unhappy?
Because comparison is the thief of joy.
Comparison is the thief of joy because it
causes you to focus on yourself.
Comparison leads inward, to what you
desire, to what you long for, to what you
are certain you deserve. Yet the path to
joy leads outward rather than inward. It
leads toward others rather than toward
self. There is more joy in loving than in
being loved, more satisfaction in doing
good to others than in having good done
to you. The path to joy in marriage does
not lead from your spouse but to your
spouse.

Thus, one of the keys to a joyful
marriage is to simply stop keeping score
—to stop tallying up the good things you've
done for your husband or wife and the
good things he or she has neglected to do
for you. Keep no ledger of wrongs and
keep no ledger of rights.

That's a good place to begin, but there’s
more to it. Any time you address a sin,
weakness, or failure in your life you need
to not only put that vice to death but also
bring to life the opposite virtue. What is
the opposite of this kind of score-keeping?
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It's to love freely and lavishly. It's to love
without keeping score, to love even when
you feel unloved, to love even when you
give much and seem to receive little. It's
to love in such a way that the only hint of
competitiveness in your heart is when you
ask, “Am I outdoing my spouse in showing
honor?”

Of course, there may be times to
consider together whether one person is
doing all of the household chores while
the other is doing none, whether one
person is spending a lot of time with the
children while the other person is spending
little, whether one person is doing all the
sexual initiation while the other is
consistently being passive, whether one
person is wondering if he or she is loved
at all. There are times to sit and talk
deliberately about desires, wants, concerns,
disappointments, and all the rest.

But there is never a time to stop lavishing
mercy, grace, and love upon the person
God has given you as a husband or wife.
There is never a time to withdraw or
become resigned, to decide you will only
love to the degree you are being loved.
There is never a time to stop serving the
one God has specially called you to serve.

To that end, why don’t you make it
your habit to ask your husband or wife
questions like these: How can | serve you
today? How can | make your day better?
How can | make your evening easier? In
what ways can | be a blessing to you today?
Is there anything | can get you? Is there
anything | can do for you? How can | let
you know today that | love you?

And perhaps even better, commit to
consistently doing the things you know
will serve your spouse, that will make your
wife’s day better, that will make your
husband’s evening easier. Serve, serve,
and serve some more. Act in love even
when you don’t feel loved, act with grace
even if you don’t feel particularly gracious.
Sow extravagant love to the love of your
life, and reap the reward of joy. For the
path to joy in marriage leads away from
you and runs straight to your spouse.
Challies.com

HEIE' | need
(to be)
somebody

John Lennon caused outrage when in
1966 he declared that the Beatles
were more popular than Jesus. Yet
more than fifty years later, his words
have proven prescient when we
observe just how much celebrity cul-
ture has overtaken religion.

No longer is church a focal point in
our society. For many, celebrity culture
now offers a sense of belonging,
significance and worship amongst a
community of people with shared
values. Indeed, celebrity provides one
of the biggest sources of idol worship
in the West.

Our society is obsessed with celebrity.
We needn’t look any further than popular
reality TV shows, tabloid newspapers,
celebrity magazines and websites such
as TMZ and PerezHilton, which have
become shrines to the commodity value
of the star.

This demand for celebrity media
coverage not only indicates our
propensity to elevate individuals to god-
like status, but also signals our
obsession to be celebrities. We envy
the glamorous lifestyles of celebrities
and the enormous material, economic
and social rewards associated with being
famous.

[t's not surprising then that reality
TV shows dominate the small screen
worldwide. One of the most alluring
features of this kind of programming is
the platform it provides for instant
celebrity. Talent shows such as The
Voice, X-Factor and Australian Idol have
catapulted ordinary people into
overnight stars.

Viewers are enticed by the
aspirational storylines on these shows,
which often show ordinary people
overcoming major obstacles to fulfill
their dreams. At the other end of the
reality TV spectrum are shows that
require no talent at all. Think Big Brother
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and The Bachelor.

These programs, along with social
media, are making it more accessible
than ever for ordinary folk to secure
their fifteen minutes of fame. Being a
star, it seems, is no longer the stuff of
dreams.

Fundamental to our desire for fame
is our misplaced worship of self. As the
apostle Paul says in Romans 1:18-25,
because of the fall, we have chosen to
worship created things rather than the
Creator.

If we're not worshipping God, then
we'll worship something or someone.
And that ‘someone’ is usually ourselves.
We crave recognition and adoration.
We are, as Paul David Tripp puts it,
““glory junkies”...we’re addicted to
pursuing, and basking in, our own glory.’

In our celebrity-obsessed culture,
the emphasis is no longer about
accomplishing something, but rather,
being somebody. In other words, the
acquisition of fame has become the
affirmation of the self: ‘I am known,
therefore | am’.

And if we embrace a modern secular
worldview that rejects the biblical
concept of eternity, then the only way
to attain immortality is to immortalize
ourselves and our accomplishments in
the here and now.

But as God’s word reminds us, man’s
glory is like the flowers of the fields. It
will soon wither and endure no more
(Psalm 103:15-16; 1 Peter 1:24).

So what should our response be to
the cult of celebrity? Rather than
lamenting our culture’s descent into
narcissism and triviality, we should
make every effort to understand the
trend so that we can offer a genuine
alternative.

The sad reality is, however, that
many Christian churches have allowed
celebrity culture to infiltrate the message
and methods by which we proclaim
Christ. Our efforts to expand the Kingdom
and “make Jesus famous”, have often
served to elevate people into celebrity
Christians.

Jesus never sought fame or success.
He resisted it at every opportunity. For
Jesus, immortality — having eternal life
—was not found in the idols of fame or
success, but in knowing ‘the only true
God’ (John 17:3). And this, more than
anything else, is what Jesus wants for
us, too.

Madeleine Turner, Australian
Presbyterian
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The most amazing thing

Donny Friederichsen

Every parent has tried to find the perfect Christmas gift for their child.
They wait in line at the store for the best deal. They snag the last one.
They take a box and meticulously wrap the gift with a bow on top.
Then on Christmas Day, they hand the gift to the child and watch the
child open the gift. The child rips away the paper, opens the box, pulls
out the present — and immediately begins to play with the box.

Sometimes we come to passages of Scripture like this child. We
miss the most amazing part of the whole passage because we get
distracted by something that seems more remarkable. Joshua 10 is one
of those passages. Most Bible translations provide a heading for Joshua
10 that says something like “The Sun Stands Still.” In this chapter, the
Israelites are battling a coalition of Amorite kings. The Israelites have
the Amorites on the run. They are cutting them down with the sword,
and the Lord is destroying the Amorites with large hailstones. In the
midst of the battle, Joshua prays, “ ‘Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and
moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” And the sun stood still, and the moon
stopped” (vv. 12-13). The sun actually stood still in the sky.

Gallons of ink have been spilled trying to explain this astronomical
phenomenon. Did the sun really stop in the sky? Was it an
atmospheric illusion in which the sun appeared to stand still? Was it
actually that the sun went dark because the Hebrew word for “stand
still” could mean “darken”? Was it just metaphorical or poetic
language? Skeptics point to this account to try to prove that the Bible is
unbelievable. Some Christians respond with a shrug of the shoulders or
a simplistic answer. Arguments are made. Counterarguments are
volleyed back. And the pages of commentaries and Bible studies and
books swell with more and more explanations about this solar miracle.
And we miss the most amazing part of the whole passage.

Joshua 10 is not remarkable because of this miracle with the sun.
It's not about astronomy. The author of Joshua tells us that that day was
remarkable, “no day like before or since” (v. 14), because the Lord
heeded the voice of man. The most remarkable thing about this
passage is that the omnipotent creator God of the universe stooped
down low to listen to the voice of a man of faith. There is a remarkable
and perfect present for you, and we often miss it because of something
as insignificant as the sun stopping in the sky.

This should rebuke our flippant attitudes toward prayer. Sometimes
we miss the remarkable nature of prayer. If we truly grasped how
amazing and marvelous it is that God hears our prayers, then our
prayers would cease to be infrequent, weak, and slow. God hears our
prayers. This is where we should stop and marvel. This is what we
should find incredible. This is the most amazing thing.

Rev. Donny Friederichsen is senior pastor of Lakeside Presbyterian
Church in Southlake, Tex.

First published in Tabletalk Magazine, an outreach of Ligonier, October
2021 | Vol.45 | No.10
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Juba Christian Academy, South
Sudan

Service Organisation | SOUTH SUDAN

URGENT NEED: PRIMARY TEACHERS

Juba Christian Academy is vital to the ministry of missionary families serving
in South Sudan. We urgently need primary teachers to work with our
wonderful, multi-cultural school community. We are seeking Christian
teachers with creativity, flexibility and a servant-heart.

Our small, happy school strives to provide high quality international education
in a loving Christian environment. The school uses an international curriculum
currently rooted in the North American curriculum, modified for our local
context, global community and Christian heart. The school year begins in
September and completes early July. Children come from a variety of
backgrounds: some have spent their entire lives in Juba whilst others have
already travelled the world!

Teachers are excited to teach in a rich cross-cultural environment and in
multi-grade level classrooms, with limited resources but creativity and
resilience by the bucketful! Teachers engage children's interests in learning,
and challenge them, equipping them with skills to become independent and
collaborative learners whilst also providing precise, individualised support.
Some subjects are taught through whole-school themes which links learning
to the wider world. There is a strong family atmosphere with authentic and
meaningful relationships in the school community being a real strength as we
grow and learn together. We are committed to the academic, emotional,
social and spiritual development of every child.

Location: Juba, South Sudan

Finance: Personal Support (Unpaid) J I " /
Duration: Full-time, Part-time, 3 to 12 u a '

months, 1to 4 years Christian
Contact: admin@jcasouthsudan.org Academy
Web: www.jcasouthsudan.org “JCA: Helping children develop roots and wings”

www.jcasouthsudan.org
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