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As I turn my attention to this editorial, I am faced with the fact that, I too, 
don’t read as many books as I would like, though I do like reading. There is 
something very satisfying about reading a good book – a Christian book, of 
course. As 2015 came to an end, I had the opportunity to read a few books 
– mainly biographies – about real people and real life and some reformation-
period church history. 

Looking at our New Zealand society, it seems to me that there are people 
who could be dubbed as somewhat indifferent, anti-intellectual or anti-
literate, because they don’t read books much, and some, not at all. Oh yes, 
they keep abreast of the news and events that shape our day, through a variety 
of distracting media. And there is nothing wrong with that. But, that is where 
it begins and ends for many! Their emphasis may be on entertainment, sport 
and getting ahead at work, or surfing the web and checking out who is having 
coffee and cake at their favourite cafe on Facebook.

More concerning though, is the number of Christian people who fit into the 
category above. Hyperbole, you say? Well, possibly! But I want to have your 
attention.

Most Christian folk in New Zealand today have a television and other 
distracting devices such as computers. Many surf the web and take in snippets 
of information (trivial or otherwise) on a daily basis or even many times a day. 
This is more a form of entertainment rather than informative, and questionable 
as to whether it is edifying. One perceptive person I know termed the news 
site Stuff as “click bait”, suggesting, that it is not really about information, but 
traffic and exposure, which is true of many websites. Many people scan such 
news sites without gleaning anything worthwhile.

Are people losing the desire to read books and do the hard yards to research 
a matter, because it is so much easier to find information on the world-wide-
web? Are we being lulled into a false sense of security, in thinking that we are 
actually learning things, when in fact we are not? Are we becoming lazy and 
indolent? A harsh question? Possibly!

Our contributors encourage us to turn off the “telly”, computers and mobile 
phones and stick our nose in a book – and not just any book, but a Christian 
book.

Mr John Haverland shows us how to read a book
Mrs Sally Davey writes about the benefits of extending our horizons through 

books.
Mr Albert Mohler shares some thoughts about how he reads books.
Mrs Jenny Waldron looks at the question of our first love. 
Mr Richard Wynja, shares some observations of his time in some of our 

churches.
Our Easter meditation is written by Mr Eric B. Watkins, and OPC minister.
Mr Peter H. Holtvlüwer addresses a problem with alcohol.
World in focus and Focus on home, with the Gleanings.
Mr Tim Challies reviews The Forgotten Fear, by Albert Martin: Prof. Susan 

M. Felch reviews A Complete Handbook of Literary Forms in the Bible, by 
Leland Ryken: Mr Jeffrey C. Waddington reviews Hidden But Now Revealed: 
A Biblical Theology of Mystery, by G. K. Beale and Benjamin L. Gladd.
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John A Haverland

You might think the title of this article 
is a no-brainer. You think to yourself, 
“Everyone in the Reformed Churches of 
New Zealand can read a book.” And I 
respond, “That’s true. Almost everyone 
in our churches is literate and could 
read a book; but how many of us ac-
tually do read books? What was the last 
helpful, solid Christian book you read? 
And why do so few Christians read good 
Christian books?” 

I am writing this article to give you 
some ideas, from my own experience 
and my own reading, on how to read 
a good book. There are many secular 
(non-Christian) books that are well worth 
reading. But the focus of this article is 
on encouraging and helping you to read 
useful Christian books. 

Why don’t you read?
Some of us are not reading because 

we prefer to listen rather than read. 
You listen to one or two sermons every 
Sunday. You might listen to sermons and 
talks via the internet or as you are driving 
your car. This suits some of us very well 
because we are more audio learners than 
readers, and if this is you, then good on 
you for making use of these audio re-
sources. However, there are some ben-
efits to be gained by reading that are 
not available by listening. These include 
reading at your own pace, being able 
to stop and think about what you have 
read, the ability to re-read something 
you did not understand, and reading 
something aloud to another person for 
their interest or as a discussion point. 

Others of us are not reading Chris-
tian books because you are doing most 
of your Christian reading and research 
on the internet. You may read Christian 
blogs, you receive a daily devotional, you 
read the links on Facebook to Christian 
articles, or, if you have a question you 

want answered you google the informa-
tion you require. I am not saying all this 
is wrong. There are many excellent Chris-
tian websites available and it is better to 
read these than not read at all. But the 
disadvantage of internet reading is that it 
is all in bits and pieces rather than follow-
ing a sustained and developed argument. 
Rather than reading slowly and care-
fully you tend to scan and speed-read. 
We could compare it to eating. Most 
of us sit down and eat three substantial 
meals per day – breakfast, lunch and 
dinner – and we know this is a healthy 
pattern of eating. Others of us eat like 
sheep and graze all through the day – 
eating snacks and taking a bite here and 
there, which is not as healthy! Internet 
reading is like grazing. You will still get 
fed but you miss out on the mental and  
spiritual benefits of reading a complete 
book that develops an argument and 
gives you a comprehensive presentation 
of a subject or topic. 

How to read a book

Stay informed – read books (1)
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Many Christians, however, especially 
males, find it difficult to read a full 
length book. Many men have told me 
they are not readers and some have 
informed me that they have never read 
an entire Christian book in their life! If 
this is you then you are doing well to 
have made it this far in this article. Here 
are a few suggestions for you on how 
to read a book.

 
Read with someone else
For many years now I have been reading 
books with other men. We both agree 
to read a particular book and agree to 
read a chapter each week, or usually 
each fortnight, and then we get togeth-
er for an hour to discuss what we have 
read. The benefit of this system is that it 
motivates you to read because you are 
accountable to someone; you know you 
are going to get together and you know 
you need to have that chapter finished by 
that date, so you have to read! Getting 
together and discussing your reading 
helps you to understand and remember 
what you have read and then apply it 
to your own life and situation. 

I have read many books like this and 
profited from them. This method has 
also encouraged these men to read and, 
in some cases, to read with someone 
else. Why not ask another man to be a 
reading partner?

A variation of this method is to set 
up a reading group, as Mrs Sally Davey 
has done with women from various 
churches in Christchurch for eleven years 
now. The group agrees to purchase and 
read a particular book and agrees on a 
certain date to meet together and discuss 
the entire book.1 During the past two 
years the Pukekohe session has been 
reading through a couple of books. Each 
member of session is given a copy of the 

agreed-on book and we read a chapter 
(or two) each month and then spend 
about half an hour at the beginning of 
our meeting discussing that chapter and 
applying it to our work in the church. In 
2014 we read The Shepherd Leader by 
Timothy Witmer, and in 2015 we read 
Finding Faithful Elders and Deacons by 
Thabite Anyabwile, both excellent books 
and most profitable for the work of the 
elders and deacons. 

Read for a 20 minutes each day
John Piper, a well known Christian 
preacher and writer, describes one of 
the most helpful discoveries he made, 
which is “how much can be read in dis-
ciplined blocks of twenty minutes per 
day.... Suppose that you read slowly, 
say about 250 words per minute (as I 
do). This means that in 20 minutes you 
can read about 5000 words. An average 
book has about 400 words to a page. So 
you could read about 12.5 pages in 20 
minutes. Suppose you discipline your-
self to read a certain author or topic 20 
minutes per day, 6 days per week, for a 
year. That would be 312 x 12.5 pages 
for a total of 3900 pages. Assume that 
an average book is 250 pages long. This 
means that you could read 15 books like 
that in one year.”2 

This method makes reading a book 
achievable because you are reading it in 
sections. All books are divided into chap-
ters. A short chapter may be five pages 
and a long chapter may be 30 pages. 
But if you read it in short blocks you can 
get through a chapter, and, over time, 
you can read an entire book.

This pattern also makes it possible 
to read large books. At present I am 
reading through The Institutes of the 
Christian Religion by John Calvin, and 
am reading it with a young man in the 
Pukekohe Church who has a calling to 
be a pastor. I have read most of the In-
stitutes before, and for a few years now 
have wanted to read it again. At first I 
was put off by the length; my West-
minster edition is in two volumes and 
numbers 1500 pages! We have agreed 
to read a modest 25 pages a week and 
to get together regularly to discuss what 
we have read. At this pace we will read 
it in just over a year. 

Maybe you are not a reader at all 
and you do not have the concentra-
tion to read for 20 minutes; then begin 
with five. Maybe you find your mind 
wanders; then read it aloud to yourself 
or to your wife. After a while you will 
find that you can read for 10 minutes, 

then for 15, and then for 20, and after 
that maybe even longer.

Mark what you read
I always mark my books with pen or 
pencil or a highlighter. I find this helps 
me concentrate on my reading and to 
pick out what I think are the important 
points. If I find something interesting that 
I want to locate later I write my own 
index on a blank page at the back of the 
book, noting down the subject and the 
page number. If you are reading a book 
along with someone else your markings 
will help you when you get together to 
discuss your reading. As you read a book 
you may want to write little notes in the 
margins to summarise the main point. 
This helps you to think about what you 
are reading and to grasp the flow of the 
argument and the main ideas. (Do not do 
all this if you are borrowing the book!)

Avoid distractions
Earlier I suggested you read for 20 
minutes a day. That is a reasonable and 
achievable goal, but only if you avoid 
the many other things that might distract 
you from this task. 

The greatest distraction in our lives 
is the TV. My wife and I often go for a 
walk at night. As we walk past people’s 
homes we notice that most people are 
watching TV. Recently I asked Harriet, 
“What did people do in the evening 
before the invention of the television?” 
We supposed that they kept working, 
or they talked, or played games, or they 
read a book! I urge you to turn off your 
TV and read a good Christian book. I 
am confident that the book will be far 
more edifying that any programme you 
might watch on TV.

Other distractions are email and texts. 
A survey of office workers showed that 
they check their email 30-40 times an 
hour. One in four people check their 
smartphone every 30 minutes, while 
one in five check it every ten minutes. 
Many people will interrupt a conversa-
tion or a task they are doing when a 
text or email comes through. When you 
decide to read a book I suggest you put 
your phone away or put it on silent so 
that you can have 20 minutes of unin-
terrupted concentration. 

Another major distraction is Facebook. 
Yes, it is interesting to keep up with what 
is going on in the lives of all your Face-
book “friends” and to see their photos 
and to know that this morning she baked 
some delicious scones, or that he crashed 
his mountain bike, or that the family pet 

❝ It is possible 
to be so busy 
reading other 
books that 
you neglect 
the best book 
of all, which 
is the Bible. ❞
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Sally Davey

Not so long ago, it was common to en-
courage young people to broaden their 
horizons. This encouragement – generally 
coming from the older and wiser – in-
cluded advice for a well-rounded edu-
cation in the humanities and sciences, 
travel to another country, working for 
someone other than just your Dad, and 
taking opportunities to experience life 
outside your own little world.

What was the motive for this advice? 
And what were the pitfalls in ignoring it, 
according to these governing principles? 
A generation or two ago, most people 
considered that knowing only those close 
to you – your family and friends, your 
small community (or church), those who 
go to the same school as you, or those 
who hold the same view of the world 
as you do, tends to leave you a rather 
narrow-minded person who lacks un-
derstanding of how other people live, 

particularly those blessed with fewer 
material, educational – or spiritual – ad-
vantages – than you. It could make you 
snobbish and arrogant; it could mean you 
end up lacking compassion, or have a 
higher opinion than you should of your 
own culture and time and place in the 
world. It could leave you closed to new 
ideas and unwilling to adapt. It could 
make you self-righteous and self-satisfied. 
In short, it was considered a very good 
thing if, in your younger years, you took 
the opportunity to have a good, long 
look at the World Outside. 

But not everyone was, or is, able to 
travel – and experience other cultures 
first-hand. That is where a mind-expand-
ing education came in; and where the 
value of the liberal arts (literature, lan-
guages, history, and the like) was seen 
and promoted. This type of education 
requires students to read widely, and 
discuss ideas with professors and other 
students. It opens their eyes and minds 

through the pages of many books, written 
by a multitude of authors of different 
nationalities and points of view. 

Again, not everyone is able to go to 
university – or indeed to stay at univer-
sity for more than three or four years– 
and benefit from the reading required of 
you in every course. But the good thing 
is that all of us, whatever our age, stage 
or calling in life, can read good and 
useful books. By making good choices 
of books and sticking at the habit of 
reading, it’s quite possible to broaden 
your horizons and thereby become a 
more useful Christian. Without even 
leaving home.

It seems to me that the duty to be 
well-informed and to broaden one’s ho-
rizons is especially incumbent on Chris-
tians. We need to know what is going 
on in the world if we are to serve God 
effectively. Let’s consider some ways 
Christians can read books to become 
more informed.

It will broaden your horizons

Stay informed – read books (2)

rabbit died yesterday. But much of this 
is trivial information compared to what 
you can discover in a good book. Chris-
tian writers have noted that in the 21st 
century we know all about what has 
happened in the last 24 hours but prac-
tically nothing about what has happened 
in the last 2000 years. Our knowledge 
is wide and shallow rather than narrow 
and deep; we know a lot about many 
people and events but our knowledge is 
superficial . Reading Christian books will 
give depth to your knowledge. 

Read favourite authors
As you begin reading you will find that 
you are drawn to certain authors more 
than others; you appreciate his style, or 
her insight into human nature, or his 
sound and wise advice. My favourite 
authors include (in alphabetical order) 
Os Guiness, Dr Martin Lloyd Jones, J 
I Packer, J C Ryle and John Stott.3 If 

you find authors you enjoy reading 
look around for other books they have 
written. If you are not sure where to 
start ask your elder or your pastor for 
some advice. 

Read the best book
There are thousands of worthwhile Chris-
tian books to read. If all you only did was 
read you would never be able to read 
all of them. It is possible to be so busy 
reading other books that you neglect 
the best book of all, which is the Bible. 
John Wesley said about the Bible, “O, 
give me that book! At any price, give 
me the book of God! I have it: here’s 
knowledge enough for me. Let me be 
a man of one book.” 

We ought to be people of one book, 
the Bible. Yes, read other books about 
Christian doctrine, ethics and living; but 
these great books must not replace the 
best book of all, the Word of God. 

I remember a Sunday School song 
that expresses this well:

The best book to read is the Bible. 
If you read it every day  
It will help you on your way 
The best book to read is the Bible.

Read good Christian books; read 
them carefully and thoroughly; but do 
not neglect to read the best book of all.

Notes
1 For a fuller description of this reading group 

see Faith in Focus, Volume 39/10 November 
2012, p.13-14

2 John Piper, Brothers, We are not Professionals, 
Christian Focus Publications, 2003, p. 66

3 For further information on M Lloyd Jones and J 
C Ryle see articles on these two men by Leo 
de Vos and John Haverland in Faith in Focus, 
Volume 39/10 November 2012, p.3-8

Mr John Haverland is the minister of 
the Reformed Church of Pukekohe.
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History
It’s always helpful to know where our 
world has come from, because it explains 
why things are the way they are today. 
Understanding the roots of western 
culture helps make us more aware of 
how our legal system works, why we 
have the system of government we do, 
and what role the Word of God and 
the Christian church has played in the 
development of our society. When we 
know about the contributions Christians 
have made to the shaping of medical 
care, scientific research, education and 
the alleviation of physical suffering of 
different kinds, for instance, we are in 
a much better position to appreciate 
the effects of Christ’s transforming work 
in a culture – and to answer the (often 
ignorant) criticisms of the Christian faith 
that you’ll find people repeating today.

Good general histories of the western 
world will cover all of this – though if 
they are written by unbelievers you will 
sometimes need to read between the 
lines for clues as to the role of Christi-
anity. But there are many church history 
surveys that will give you a church-fo-
cused perspective on our past – such as 
Mark Noll’s Turning Points. 

It’s also important to read about the 

history of other times and places, to show 
us what the experience of others has 
been. A recent book, Timothy Snyder’s 
Bloodlands, tells us just how much hor-
rible suffering was endured by millions 
in Eastern Europe in the years between 
the two world wars. (Another is Anne 
Applebaum’s Iron Curtain). These kinds 
of stories humble us: why has God given 
us such comfortable lives? We simply 
do not deserve it. But it can also be 
encouraging to learn of the faithfulness 
of believers in similarly awful circum-
stances in places like the Soviet Union, 
Romania, Hungary, Korea and China in 
the twentieth century.

 
Biography
Biographies are one of my favourite kinds 
of book to read. Why? Because they are 
about people (who are fascinating, after 
all!) and because, by reading them, we 
can learn a great deal about the causes 
and consequences of our own actions. 
If you are daunted by the thought of 
reading a serious, non-fiction book and 
would rather read a novel, try a good 
biography. The story line will keep you 
going.

Biographies can both encourage and 
warn us. We can all benefit from role 

models – and warnings. I have just 
finished re-reading Edith Schaeffer’s 
autobiography, The Tapestry, with a 
friend. We’ve both found that Edith’s 
spontaneous and expectant way of 
praying about the smaller things of 
life was infectious. It encouraged us 
to look for God’s answers as we go 
about our daily work. Good biographies 
show us trust in God in the face of 
adversity, patience during trials, selfless 
love, generosity far beyond our own, 
obedience to Christ when it was costly, 
forgiveness of persecutors, and many 
more greatly desirable graces. These 
kinds of books take us out of our own 
lives and show us the lives of Christians 
we’ve never met, but who can become 
like good friends as we think about the 
ways they have given God glory – in 
ways we might imitate.

Biographies of others can also show 
us what we need to avoid doing if we 
want to escape the bad consequences 
suffered by other people. Even faithful 
Christians make mistakes. Why was it that 
William Wilberforce led such a diligent 
life of service to Christ, yet one of his 
sons wasted his whole family’s fortune 
and several others strayed into unbiblical 
ways of thinking? What are the lessons 
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here? What do we learn from Chris-
tians who neglect the church, who don’t 
control their temper, who are careless 
with money, who fail to crush their fa-
vourite idols? Even reading between the 
lines of good biographies which demon-
strate the consequences of unchecked 
sin can be instructive for us.

But the biographies of unbelievers 
teach us a lot, too. Reading about the 
lives of those who shaped our world 
politically, socially, and in the world of 
literature, music, technology can be fas-
cinating. What caused these people to 
take up their area of expertise? What 
opportunities were they given to pursue 
their education or their interests? How 
did God shape the world by means of 
their actions or their writings? Try reading 
biographies of Stalin, Mao Tse-tung, 
Churchill, Margaret Thatcher or someone 
like Charles Darwin or George Eliot.

God’s Great Purposes
There is, perhaps, no better way to 
broaden our horizons than by looking 
back at the wider picture of God’s 
purposes as they have unfolded over 
the centuries. Their outworkings can be 
quite breath-taking. Take, for instance, 
the spread of the gospel throughout the 
world from the 18th century to today. 
At the time of the Reformation biblical 
Christianity was really confined to parts 
of western Europe. What means did 
God use to expand its influence? It 
is commonplace in the West today to 

view colonialism negatively – but in the 
wake of empire-building came Protestant 
missionaries who brought the gospel 
to the peoples of the Pacific, Asia and 
Africa. Good biographies of Samuel 
Marsden, William Carey and Hudson 
Taylor will show you that God used 
both exploration and the establishment 
of colonial outposts to pave the way for 
missionaries to come – just as he set 
everything in place via Roman imperial 
administration for the gospel to go out 
in the time of the apostles. 

It can work in reverse, too. We can 
observe the ways whole societies fall 
away from the faith and “lose their 
lampstands”. Take the shift in thinking 
away from biblical foundations in much 
of western culture. The Enlightenment 
that came in the 17th and 18th centu-
ries embedded a questioning, and even 
rebellious attitude to truth as given by 
God. The result was a discarding of bib-
lical truth by the end of the nineteenth 
century, and a corresponding increase 
of confidence in human ability to solve 
all of the big questions of life. Not even 
the horrible demonstrations of human 
sin in the twentieth century (World War 
One, Stalin’s oppression of the Soviet 
world, Hitler and the Holocaust, and so 
on) seemed to wean western thinking 
away from such misplaced confidence 
and back to Christ. This is why so many 
church buildings are in disuse today – the 
people have perished for lack of truth. 
Many works of English fiction written in 
the nineteenth century will show you the 
beginnings of this loss of confidence in 
the Scriptures. The novels of Margaret 
Oliphant and George Eliot are a good 
place to start.

The Situation of Other Christians
For the most part, I’ve been referring 
to books on history and biography in 
this article. That’s because most up to 
date writing on what is happening in 
the world today comes first as articles 
in newspapers and magazines. It takes a 
little time for a writer to reflect on events 
and come up with the kind of extended 
analysis you find in books. They also take 
longer to edit and produce – which is 
why you’ll generally find more consid-
ered opinion in a book. But keeping up 
to date with what’s going on around the 
world on a daily basis is very interest-
ing; and if you’re like me you’ll enjoy 
the fact that you can follow a topic of 
interest through news reports on the in-
ternet every single day.

We can also keep up to date with the 

situations of other Christians all around 
the world. Have you ever thought about 
subscribing to the denominational maga-
zines of other churches? It’s easy to do, 
and often available in electronic form. 
There are also missionary newsletters, 
and organizations which will keep you 
up to date with what is happening in 
countries where there is persecution. All 
these will give you plenty of important 
things to pray for. It can be a great joy 
to support and encourage Christians who 
face trials, letting them know that God – 
through you – has not forgotten them. In 
the 1980s, when the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster happened, my mother became 
very distressed at the way the Kremlin 
was lying to the Ukrainian people about 
the danger they were in due to radiation 
exposure. After some time, she made 
contact with an organisation providing 
help for families in Eastern Europe, and 
became a supporter of two families in 
an area of Ukraine that was badly af-
fected by nuclear fallout. For many years 
she was able to pray for them, corre-
spond with them and help provide for 
their many needs. What a delight that 
was for her. And she was able to do all 
this from her armchair in Geraldine in 
South Canterbury.

So, these are all reasons to read widely 
and to broaden your horizons. Chris-
tians should be people who know what 
is going on in the world, partly through 
knowing what has gone on in the world 
before our time. This will strengthen our 
faith, provide us with encouragement to 
press on, and give us ideas for further 
ministry – including praying for believ-
ers in far-off places. All this you can 
do from your favourite armchair – and 
even if you are too infirm to leave your 
own home. Yes, reading good books is 
a powerful tool for any Christian. Who 
would do without it?

Mrs Sally Davey is a member of the 
Reformed Church of Dovedale, a 
regular columnist and sub-editor for 
Faith in Focus.

❝ Christians 
should be 
people who 
know what 
is going on 
in the world, 
partly through 
knowing what 
has gone on 
in the world 
before our 
time. ❞
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Albert Mohler

I cannot really remember when I did 
not love to read books. I do know that 
I was very eager to learn to read, and 
that I quickly found myself immersed 
in the world of books and literature. 
It may have been a seduction of sorts, 
and the Christian disciples must always 
be on guard to guide the eyes to books 
worthy of a disciple’s attention—and 
there are so many.

As Solomon warned, “Of making 
many books there is no end” (Ecc 12:12). 
There is no way to read everything, and 
not everything deserves to be read. I say 
that in order to confront the notion that 
anyone, anywhere, can master all that 
could be read with profit. I read a great 
deal, and a large portion of my waking 
hours are devoted to reading. Devotional 
reading for spiritual profit is an important 

part of the day, and that begins with the 
reading of Scripture. In terms of timing, I 
am somewhat unorthodox. My best time 
for spending time in the Word is late at 
night, when all is calm and quiet and 
I am mentally alert and awake. That is 
not the case when I first get up in the 
mornings, when I struggle to find each 
word on the page (or anything else, for 
that matter).

In the course of any given week, I will 
read several books. I know how much 
I thrive on this learning and the intel-
lectual stimulation I get from reading. 
As my wife and family would be first 
to tell you, I can read almost anytime, 
anywhere, under almost any kind of con-
ditions. I have a book with me virtually 
all the time, and have been known to 
snatch a few moments for reading at stop 
lights. No, I do not read while driving 
(though I must admit that it has been 

a temptation at times). I took books to 
high school athletic events when I played 
in the band. (Heap coals of scorn and 
nerdliness here). I remember the books; 
do you remember the games?

A few initial suggestions:
1. Maintain regular reading projects. I 

strategize my reading in six main catego-
ries: Theology, Biblical Studies, Church 
Life, History, Cultural Studies, and Lit-
erature. I have some project from each 
of these categories going at all times. I 
collect and gather books for each project 
and read them over a determined period 
of time. This helps to discipline my 
reading, and it also keeps me working 
across several disciplines.

2. Work through major sections of 
Scripture. I am just completing an ex-
pository series, preaching verse by verse 
through the book of Romans. I have 
preached and taught several books of 
the Bible in recent years, and I plan 
my reading to stay ahead. I am turning 
next to Matthew, so I am gathering and 
reading ahead—not yet planning spe-
cific messages, but reading to gain as 
much as possible from worthy works on 
the first gospel. I am constantly reading 
works in biblical theology as well as ex-
egetical studies.

3. Read all the titles written by some 
authors. Choose carefully here, but iden-
tify some authors whose books demand 
your attention. Read all they have written 
and watch their minds at work and their 
thought in development. No author can 
complete his thoughts in one book, no 
matter how large.

4. Get some big sets and read them 
through. Yes, invest in the works of 
Martin Luther, Jonathan Edwards, and 
others. Set a project for yourself to read 
through the entire set and give yourself 
time. You will be surprised how far you 
will get in less time than you think.

5. Allow yourself some fun reading, 

Stay informed – read books (3)

Some thoughts on the 
reading of books

Faith in Focus Volume 43/2 March 20168



and learn how to enjoy reading by 
reading enjoyable books. I like books 
across the fields of literature, but I really 
love to read historical biographies and 
historical works in general. In addition, 
I really enjoy quality fiction and worthy 
works of literature. As a boy, I proba-
bly discovered my love for reading in 
these categories of books. I allow some 
time each day, when possible, for such 
reading. It doesn’t have to be much. 

Stay in touch with the thrill.
6. Write in your books; mark them 

up and make them yours. Books are to 
be read and used, not collected and 
coddled. (Make an exception here for 
those rare antiquarian books that are 
treasured for their antiquity. Mark not thy 
pen on the ancient page, and highlight 
not upon the manuscript.) Invent your 
own system or borrow from another, 
but learn to have a conversation with 

the book, pen in hand.
I would write more for this post, but 

I must go read. More later. For now: 
Tolle lege!

Dr. R. Albert Mohler Jr. serves as 
president of The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

This article originally appeared on 
AlbertMohler.com.

Feminine focus
Jenny Waldron

Delia gazed at the small, squat carved 
stone figurine behind the glass case. She 
had been to the museum many times 
before but this time as she looked at 
the small carving she thought back to 
the sermon on Sunday. She remembered 
the minister saying something about 
not having idols in your life. “Well, I 
don’t have one of those, besides who 
could bow down to such an ugly little 
thing?” Delia mused. She piously ad-
justed her headphones and listened to 
the singer softly murmuring his lyrics 
into her ears. Now HE wasn’t ugly, ac-
tually quite dreamy. She wandered off 
thinking about what meeting the singer 
in real life would be like.

Back home, Delia wandered off to her 
bedroom, decorated with pictures of her 
cherished singer, while her mum, shop-
ping bags hastily dumped on the kitchen 
floor, settled herself down to reading her 
favourite home decorating magazine that 
had just arrived in the mail. After all, 
she was redecorating her kitchen and 
this was research! And she would put 
the shopping away in a minute or so. 

Most of us reading this article would 
not think we have idols in our lives. 
We wouldn’t dream of putting up a 
shrine in our lounge and bowing to 
an image. We would likely look with 
disdain at people who put a statue of 
Buddha in their garden landscape and 

adorn it with fresh flowers. 
The idol of our hearts may not be a 

physical statue but can be anything that 
we would rather do than spend time with 
the Lord. Anything that becomes more 
important than serving God and stops 
us becoming more and more like Christ. 
Any desire of the heart that becomes es-
sential to our happiness.

If you were to list the ten most impor-
tant things in your life, what would be 
on that list? Hopefully, God is number 
one, but what else would be there? It 
may be family, work, desiring to have a 
husband or a baby, good health, a finan-
cially secure future, a new house or ren-
ovation or good marks at school. These 
things are not evil in and of themselves, 
nor is it wrong to desire and pursue 
these things, in fact, most of them are 
really good things, BUT … these things 
can become idols when we put them 
before and above our God. 

When God commanded the Israelites, 
and us, through Moses, “You shall have 
no other gods before me,”1 He was re-
ferring to anything that we have or desire 
or choose to do that is more important 
than Him. Anything can become a god 
higher than our Lord. The Bible says that 
idolatry is a heart issue, “these men have 
taken their idols into their hearts,”2 and 
in verse 6, “Repent and turn away from 
your idols, and turn away your faces 

from all your abominations.” 
Idols are insidious things, spreading 

their tentacles out slowly and, as they 
gain more traction, they grasp our hearts 
tighter and tighter until we come to think 
we could not possibly live without them. 
Often idols start out as something good 
and worthwhile. We are looking for a 
way to become fitter and lose some 
weight, so we start exercising. We like 
the way we feel and begin to look, so 
we carry on until going to the gym or 
biking or tramping becomes addictive 
and we are unwilling to give it up, even 
though our ‘lose-weight’ goal is long past. 
Then we begin to think about skipping a 
church service to attend a clinic on the 
latest exercise fad or running a mara-
thon on a Sunday.

Why do we constantly battle with idol-
atry? Why do good things become ob-
sessive things? Why do we desire things 
and stuff more than God? Two reasons: 
One; since the Fall of mankind, from 
obedience to disobedience against the 
Creator and Sustainer of all things, we 
have a “genetic” propensity to worship 
anything and everything other than the 
one who made us, and who loves us 
so much that He sent His son to suffer 
and die for us so that we could have a 
whole and complete relationship with 
Him.4 Second, because of the Fall, in our 
own minds, we want control! We believe 

IDOLATRY, or idolatry
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we know what’s best for us and we also 
believe we can control our desires. We 
are often so blinded that we cannot see 
what desires we have turned into idols; 
what makes us really happy, and what 
motivates and drives us to do what we 
do. Other people, who are close to us, 

often have insight into what our idols are. 
Recently a young man was asked “What 
makes your Dad tick?” Without a mo-
ment’s hesitation, he answered, “Golf!” 
This young man knew what was THE 
most important thing in his father’s life. 

John Calvin wrote, “Our hearts are a 
perpetual forge [or factory] of idols.” Not 
that we are ‘always’ producing idols or 
that our hearts are run by idols, but that, 
out of the depths of our hearts we have 
the ever-ready capacity to make any-
thing, anyone or any desire into an idol.

How does idolatry affect us? For 
example: Is spending time and money 
on your garden interfering with your 
God-given role of wife and mother? Is 
desiring a child (or husband) becoming 
a must-have, instead of trusting God and 
waiting on His will? Has that game of 
golf, or bike trip or craft night or coffee 
with friends become essential for your 
happiness? Are you obsessive about food; 
either eating it or not? Do you check 
the news or social media before reading 
your Bible in the morning? 

Why is idolatry so devastating? 
Because God is dethroned, and once 
God is no longer our King and Lord 
someone or something else is and this 
wrecks havoc in our lives. I know of 

a woman who became obsessed with 
fitness. Her decision to totally involve 
herself in sport pushed God off the 
number one spot in her heart and once 
this happened the door was open for 
her to be tempted by, and to eventually 
become deeply embroiled in, serious sin.

However, there is an answer, and he 
is Christ, who, having known temptation, 
but without succumbing to sin, shows 
us the way to overcome idolatry. When 
Satan tempted him, Christ answered him 
with Scripture. “It is written...” Jesus 
said.5 We too can take up the Sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God,6 to 
counterattack Satan’s attempts to tempt 
us into idolatry.

God’s Word says, “No temptation 
has overtaken you that is not common 
to man. God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond your ability, 
but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it. Therefore, 
my beloved, flee from idolatry.”7 God 
always provides a way out. Temptation 
isn’t a sin; Jesus was tempted and yet 
did not sin, but when we are lured and 
enticed by our own desire, and when we 
dwell on it and think about it, it is con-
ceived and it gives birth to sin.8 There-

❝ If everything 
that you 
think defines 
you or 
brings you 
happiness …
was stripped 
from you, 
would you 
act in a godly 
manner? ❞
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fore, we need to capture every thought 
and bring each one to Christ and know 
the Word of God.

We may still not consider ourselves 
as idolaters, but look at your list of the 
10 most important things. How would 
you feel, if, by God’s providence, some-
thing on that list was taken from you 
or a desire was unfulfilled? Would you 
be able to let it go and trust the Lord?

If everything that you think defines 
you or brings you happiness (like your 
family, your job, your husband, or your 
ministry), was stripped from you, would 
you act in a godly manner? The OT 
character Job comes to mind. He was a 
very rich man who prayed, and offered 
up sacrifices for his children, in case 
they had sinned, and yet, when God 
permitted Satan to take away everything 
from Job, Job still acted in a godly 
manner. Yes, he was devastated, but 
he did not sin or charge God with any 
wrongdoing. Then Satan was permitted 
to take away his health, and we read 
in Job 2:10 “In all this Job did not sin 
with his lips.” Unlike his wife, who in v9, 
encouraged her husband to curse God.9 

Tim Keller wrote, “When anything in 
life is an absolute requirement for your 

happiness and self-worth, it is essential-
ly an ‘idol’: something you are actually 
worshiping. When such a thing is threat-
ened, your anger is absolute. Your anger 
is actually the way the idol keeps you 
in its service, in its chains. Therefore if 
you find that, despite all the efforts to 
forgive, your anger and bitterness cannot 
subside, you may need to look deeper 
and ask, ‘What am I defending? What is 
so important that I cannot live without?’ 
It may be that, until some inordinate 
desire is identified and confronted, you 
will not be able to master your anger.”10

We will know if something has 
become an idol if it is taken from us or 
even threatened to be taken away and 
we act in a sinful way. We may justify 
our actions, we may react angrily and 
self-centredly. We may argue and be un-
submissive. We constantly think about 
it and scheme for ways to get it back. 
We may blame others, or God, for what 
has happened.

However, we have the good news of 
the gospel. Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, 
changes lives. We are to set our minds 
on things that are above, not on things 
that are on the earth. For we have died, 
and our lives are hidden with Christ in 

God.11 What a comforting thought! We 
are called not to be conformed to this 
world but to be transformed by the 
renewal of our minds, that by testing we 
may discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect.12 As 
our minds are transformed by Christ, we 
will be able to discern those things that 
have the propensity to become idols in 
our hearts and to flee from them, so 
that we may have no other gods before 
God. Our idol may not be something as 
obvious as Delia’s singer or her mum’s 
thirst for redecorating but we need to 
search our hearts and flee from anything 
that will usurp God’s number one place 
in our hearts. 

1 Exodus 20:3
2 Ezekiel 14:3-6
3 1 Corinthians 10:14 and Colossians 3:5
4 Romans 5:12-15
5 Matthew 4:1-11
6 Ephesians 6:17
7 1 Corinthians 10:13-14
8 James 1:14-15
9 Job 1 and 2
10 Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods: The Empty 

Promises of Money, Sex and Power and the 
Only Hope that Matters.

11 Colossians 3:2-3
12 Romans 12:2

Richard Wynja

My name is Richard Wynja (I was bap-
tized “Dirk” and prefer that name but 
at the time of our immigration to the 
US, our names were arbitrarily “Ameri-
canized”). I am a Christian (joined to 
Christ), a husband (joined to Mary), a 
father and grandfather (I won’t bore you 
with a list of names) and a minister of 
the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. All 
by sovereign elective grace! Mary and 
I have been blessed with ten separate 
invitations to serve in various congre-
gations of the RCNZ from the North 
Shore to Dunedin. I want to begin by 
praising the Lord for this honor and a 
sincere “thank you” to all the sessions 
and members of that family. We can truly 
say “We loved you” and knew that we 
were loved by you.

We returned from our tenth trip 

(Dovedale) the end of July 2015 but 
before leaving pastor Holtslag asked if 
I would consider writing an article for 
“Faith in Focus” with some observations 
based on our two and a half years in 
the RCNZ. That request has now been 
on my desk for the last five months and 
refuses to go away. I did think about it 
but was not sure as to what to say. Faith 
in Focus articles have to pass a high bar 
and I am not at all sure that I can begin 
to leap over that bar. But I will leave 
that up to your editor!

OK! some observations:
1. Many of you do not speak English! 

We had been under the impression that 
English was the national language but 
were soon disabused of that by Josh 
Rogers (our first housemate). Couldn’t 
understand a word he was saying. Ac-
tually it is “Kiwi” spoken at 100km per 

second. Thankfully there were enough 
folk of Dutch ancestry with whom we 
were able to communicate. Now, after 
almost 30 months, we are a bit more 
acclimatized (kiwitized)?

2. Then, you do not mean what you 
say! Shortly after our arrival at the North 
Shore we were invited to a supper after 
the evening service and told to bring a 
plate. OK! Thought it was a bit late for 
supper and surprised that the church 
had no dishes but, when in Rome do 
as the Romans do, and that evening we 
skipped supper and dutifully prepared to 
bring our clean dishes.

3. Cricket isn’t cricket! A cricket is, of 
course, a “leaping orthopteran insect”. 
Were we ever wrong!

Enough of that! Coming to be with 
you was really an exciting adventure, a 
surprise per minute. Some other more 
ordinary observations.

Observations!
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The cost of living! Deacon Swanepoel 
took us to a grocery store. We were as-
tounded at the cost of food. In no time 
at all the total amount came to over 
$100. And the cost of gasoline (petrol). 
I can remember pulling up to a petrol 
station in Hastings and pumping over 
$100 into the gas (excuse me) the petrol 
tank. Now this was compensated by the 
fact that one time we walked into a 
bank with $200 in travelers checks and 
walked out with about $300. Should I 
mention utilities? Us Yankees are used 
to central heat but we got to the point 
where we really did not mind racing from 
our bedroom to the warm living room 
in the morning. At Dovedale we found 

a new use for the intellect of Charles 
Hodge and John Calvin. We used their 
volumes to hold down the bedroom 
curtains on the window sill to keep the 
air from blowing in. Talk about practi-
cal theology!

We loved your country. Mary and I 
are hikers (trampers) and we enjoyed 
the clean and empty beaches of the 
North Shore, Nelson, and Dunedin. The 
beauty of Marlborough, Abel Tasman, 
Milford Sound, the rugged West coast, 
the Southern Alps (thanks, Dovedale) for 
that train trip across the Southern Alps), 
the orchards of Hawkes Bay, the desert, 
Cape Rienga, etc. etc. I could go on!

But, much more, the fellowship! I 

had the privilege of leading worship 
services in thirteen of your pulpits, we 
were invited to innumerable homes, met 
hundreds (thousands?) of people whose 
faces we remember but whose names 
have, for the most part, slipped away. 
We observed your love for the Lord and 
your love for each other and the open 
arms with which you included us in your 
families. You lived the gospel! And you 
young folk! I don’t think I have ever met 
a healthier and happier bunch. I think 
of the impromptu hymnsings around 
the piano after the evening worship, of 
your eagerness to serve in the kingdom 
of God and your joyful romances. And 
then the older saints, exercising faithfully 
your stewardship of the time, money, 
and talent that you have been given.

And the response to the preached 
Word. I found that you listened intent-
ly! And that, quite frankly, was almost 
frightening to me. Reminded me of the 
great responsibility of proclaiming only 
the Word of God. You who are my fellow 
pastors and elders know how I feel. After 
a sermon at the North Shore I men-
tioned to pastor Rogers that I felt that the 
sermon could have been so much better. 
He replied “Dick, you have done your 
best now leave it to the Holy Spirit”. I 
appreciated that. But, having commented 
on your attention, I still wonder why it 
is that in many places, the young people 
tend to gravitate to the rear of the sanc-
tuary. I have thought of inviting them 
to the front after the offering but never 
quite dared to do that. Then, since I 
am talking about observations, why do 
we reformed folk both in America and 
NZ, react so “coolly” to worship? Do 
you know what I mean? We love the 
Lord, we love the church, but we do 
not get all that emotional! What do we 
do after the worship service when we 
get together with a cup of coffee? Praise 
the Lord?? Or are we scared of allow-
ing folk into the secrets (the joys and 
sorrows) of our hearts? Intellectually we 
think we have our theology straight but 
does our conversation reflect that the-
ology? Do we really get excited about 
the glory of the Lord and the wonder of 
our salvation? And does that reflect on 
our evangelism? One serious lack that 
I have noticed in my involvement with 
the Reformed Churches of America is the 
lack of conversions. Individual churches 
increase in number but most of that is 
“covenantal” growth (and don’t think 
that I am not thankful for that) and the 
transfer of members from one fellowship 
to another. I think of the congregational Richard and Mary Wynja (2010)
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singing at Dovedale (still sends shivers 
down my spine). Now carry that over to 
preaching, to teaching, to family devo-
tions. Invite the neighbors into our homes 
and churches and have them “Catch” 
the Spirit! We have been involved in 
several catechism classes and, though I 
am guilty myself, there seems to be a 
lack of “fire”. How does anybody get 
excited about the gospel of Justification 
by Faith in Jesus Christ? How can this 
be more than doctrine? How does that 
apply to everday life? Hey, you young 
folk, how about singing? How about 
finding new ways to serve?? And that 
calls to mind the need for much more 
emphasis on the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit. We talk much of the Christ (and 
we should) but somehow seem to skip 
over the truth that God also has sent 
“The Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying, Abba! Father! The Holy Spirit to 
instruct and apply the Word of God and 
fueling within us a holy excitement and 
joy. Sometimes I feel that we, of course 
realizing the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
tend to ignore Him. We need to cry out 
to Him, to fill us, to inflame us with love 
and zeal, to sanctify us, to transform us! 
That life, lived 24/7 is contagious in the 
church and, I feel, magnetic in the world. 
Just last week I was in a Sunday School 
class where the subject was “evange-
lism”. The author of the study guide 
recommended “methods”, as if follow-
ing a formula would produce the desired 
result. But it is not so much a method 
that is needed as a “light” and a “salt”. I 
made the comment that the church was 
not nearly salty enough nor had nearly 
the wattage that it had available. Pray 
for the Spirit to fill the church and the 
glory of the Lord will be revealed and 
the children of God will come.

More observations? 
The following are not so much particu-
lar to the RCNZ as they are to many 
congregations with which we have been 
involved. 

Bible studies are more often studies of 
what another has said about the Bible. 
I think of the “crutches” called “Study 
Guides”. Both Mary and I have come 
home from these meetings with the frus-
tration that it seems more important to 
listen to the “experts” than to the in-
spired Word! I wonder how we would 
feel if our pastor, in introducing his text 
for the sermon, would announce “This 
morning we turn to Calvin’s Institutes, 
book 2, chapter 4, paragraph 8? Now 
this practice varies from congregation to 

congregation but it destroys the authority 
and diminished the blessing of a direct 
study of the word of God.

Prayer
Maybe the reason that I mention this 
is that I have been reading a history of 
the mission to the Indian Navajo tribe in 
our state of New Mexico. The effect of 
continual, steadfast, watchful, and thank-
ful prayer (Col. 4:2). Some of the con-
gregations of the RCNZ have scheduled 
times for prayer either on the Lord’s Day 
or other times. Seldom is there need to 
have more than a dozen chairs.

And, Preachy!! Just listened to a 
sermon by a recent graduate of the 
Canadian Reformed Seminary. A good 
sermon! (and I mean that: It was Bibli-
cal, Substantive, and emphatically deliv-
ered). But I wondered about its structure: 
Introduction, three “points”, and appli-
cation. This seems to be the approved 
homiletical practice. But I could not find 
that structure in the New Testament, in 
the sermons of Jesus and His apostles. 
Their ministry was personal and direct. 
Jesus “talked” to his disciples, the apos-
tles wrote letters to the churches; per-
sonal, passionate, and productive to faith. 
(This is an “observation” on the preach-
ing not only in the RCNZ but also on 
this side of the “pond” Not a criticism.

But you have heard all this before. 
You don’t need a Yankee preacher to 
tell you this. But you know something? 
All of you? I loved ministering to you 
and your ministering to me. I have many 
more sermons that I want to preach, 
much more of your encouragement that 
I want to hear and, yes, much more of 
your food and coffee that I want to drink.

Now you should not think that it was 
all “peaches and cream”. There were 
times when Mary and I wondered why 
we were in New Zealand. There was 
misunderstanding, frustration, disap-
pointment. There was cloud as well as 
sunshine. Yet, in reflecting on our time 
with so many of you, there was the pre-
ponderance of grace.

The winds of the world are blowing 
up a hurricane of sin. That hurricane is 
blowing here as it is in the fellowship 
of the RCNZ. Its objective is clear; to 
dethrone Christ from his throne and out 
of our heart. And you and I must be 
faithful! Stand firm on the foundation 
that cannot be shaken. To seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
(Matt. 6:33) to focus on Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith who “for the 
joy that was set before Him, endured 

the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God”. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Mary and I, with you, love the Lord. 
We have loved our ministry to you in 
Word and Music. We have done that 
in weakness, with much stammering 
and stuttering but the Lord has poured 
out His blessing. And for that we are so 
very thankful.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
Your fellow Kiwis
Dick and Mary

PS. I have purposely left out any refer-
ence to specific individuals and families 
that have had a “special” effect on us. 
Too many of those and if we mention all 
of them, I would have to write a book 
and even then, some would be mistak-
enly left out. But we want to make one 
exception. And that is Dirk and Hanny 
Hoek of the North Shore. They, literally, 
adopted us. They became our Opa and 
Oma! Every time we visited NZ, they 
traveled to visit us. Dirk and Hanny, a 
special “squeeze”! We love you.

The Thought of God –  
Maurice Roberts 
Pg 195
The present life is marked for 
the child of God as a place of 
darkness and shadows. He is 
made aware of the imperfection 
of all things here below. He finds 
the shadow of sin upon the best 
of men. There is scarcely a church 
where some shadow of error is 
not to be found. There is not a 
preacher free from the shadow of 
frailty. There is not a relationship 
without its shadow of sorrow. 
There is not a home without 
its shadow of trouble. There is 
not an hour of life in which the 
shadow of past failure or future 
fear has no part. If it were not for 
the hope of the great day soon to 
dawn, the believer would be on 
the verge of despair many a time. 
But the sum of all a believer’s 
sad yesterdays is as nothing to 
him when he remembers the 
glory which is to be at the Lord’s 
return.
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Eric B. Watkins

Christianity is an event-centered religion. 
It begins with the triumphant announce-
ment of who God is and what he has 
done for us in history. It is unlike the 
Eastern religions, which merely follow 
the teachings of a so-called enlightened 
figure, or postmodernism, which reduces 
religion to a set of subjective ideals. In 
neither of these approaches are God’s 
redeeming acts in history the center that 
holds the rest together. Christianity, on 
the other hand, centers upon a God 
who has not only revealed his person 

and will, but has done so in the super-
natural events that are truly worthy of 
the term awesome.

Our God speaks and acts to reveal 
himself. In Scripture, the Resurrection 
is the centerpiece of his revelation and 
the centerpiece of his redemptive acts 
in human history. As Paul notes, without 
it we are a bunch of pitiful fools (1 Cor. 
15:19). The Resurrection is often con-
sidered in connection with Christ’s re-
deeming work – and rightly so, as there 
would be no salvation without it. But in 
this article we will consider the signifi-
cance of the Resurrection in a slightly 

different connection, relating it to Chris-
tian obedience. The Resurrection is in-
dispensable for our justification, and it is 
also indispensable for our sanctification.

Colossians 3 is one of the many texts 
of Scripture that locate the ethical life of 
the Christian in the context of the Res-
urrection. But Paul says things about the 
believer in this chapter that seem con-
trary to reason and experience. He first 
asserts that the believer, though living 
in this world and breathing its very air, 
has already been raised with Christ: “If 
then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above” (verse 

Resurrection 
Obedience

Easter meditation

http://studiochristos.com
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1). Such language would seem hard 
enough to swallow by itself, but then 
Paul adds: “For you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God” (verse 
3). The very nature of our present lives 
contradicts what Paul states here as a 
matter of fact. After all, which of us can 
remember dying with Christ and being 
raised with him? Which of us has any 
memory of being seated with Christ in 
heaven? We live in this world; it is all 
that we know or have ever known. So 
how can Paul be taken seriously? How 
can such language have any relevance 
to Christian obedience?

The answers to these questions are 
profound and comforting. Paul teaches 
us that certain historical events are in-
dispensable to our relating to God. God 
himself has brought these things to pass. 
Not only has Christ died and been raised 
again into heaven, but also the Spirit 
has effectually united us to Christ in a 
union that is as real as it is mystical. 
Therefore, we may say of ourselves that 
we have already died with Christ. Our 
lives are so united to Christ, that when 
Christ died, we died with him. At the 
cross, Christ was bound to us and we 
were bound to him. The answer to the 
old hymn, “Were you there when they 
crucified my Lord?” is yes! His death 
for our sin was truly our death; the 
wages of sin (death) have been paid by 
Christ, and this becomes our personal 
possession by way of union with him. 
Thus, we may say and believe in our 
hearts that judgment has already come 
upon us in Christ, and the wages of sin 
(death) have been paid. Paul does not 
stop here, however.

He further states not only that we are 
already raised with Christ and taken into 
heaven, but also that we are seated with 
him, a posture of rest and accomplish-
ment. We have begun to enjoy now, 
by faith, the accomplishment of Christ’s 
work, including the rest that Christ now 
enjoys as the exalted Son, seated at the 
right hand of the Father.

So splendid is Paul’s teaching here, 
that we are forced to look beyond our-
selves, beyond the thorns and thistles of 
this present evil age. We are enabled to 
set our minds upon the better things of 
the world above, where our Savior and 
our lives are. And this we may (and 
indeed must) do with the eyes of faith, 
for what else could take hold of such 
promises? Our natural eyes see only the 
life of this world, and we often feel help-
lessly bound to it. However, the eyes 
of faith seek and embrace the things 

that are above as though they were our 
present possession in Christ. It is here 
that we find true comfort and peace.

These truths are too wonderful to 
believe unless the Spirit enables us. 
Thanks be to God that he is pleased to 
do so and more! The same Spirit who 
gives us such a heavenward faith to 
comfort us sanctifies and strengthens us 
for our battle against sin as well. Such 
a heavenward faith is indispensable for 
our sanctification. But this idea has not 
gone without challenge. There is an old 
saying about those who are “too heav-
enly minded to be of any earthly good.” 
Paul’s language here, however, would 
seem to suggest the very opposite, that 
being heavenly minded is indeed very 
good. As the rest of the chapter unfolds, 
our heavenly-mindedness is the stream 
from which any good in us flows.

The rest of Colossians 3 deals with 
particular struggles with sin within the 
church, including ways in which we sin 
against God and against one another. 
Paul’s remedy for such sins is not the 
least bit distant from the foundation he 
laid in the first four verses; it is built upon 
it, as the word “therefore” in verse 5 in-
dicates. We who have died with Christ 
and have been raised with him must 
now “put to death” what is “earthly” 
among us. The reason for this is clear. 
There is no sin in heaven where Christ 
is – no impurity, immorality, coveting, 
lying, hate, evil speaking, and so on. 
Christ has been exalted into an arena 
in which evil is not welcome. We too 
have been raised and seated there with 
Christ, and are called to manifest that 
heavenly life now. We reflect the right-
eousness of the kingdom of heaven in 
this present evil age by putting to death 
those things that war against the Spirit. 
We have no right to sin. We belong to 
another world, and possessing that higher 
land above implies that we must live as 
those who are possessed by it. We are 
not slaves to sin, nor to the spirit of this 
present evil age. Rather, we are sons and 
daughters of the kingdom, beneficiaries 
of Christ’s work, and must live as those 
whose inheritance is too great to be 
compared with the passing pleasures of 
sin. The fruit of the Resurrection is tasted 
not only in our justification, but ever so 
sweetly in our sanctification.

This putting to death of that which is 
earthly among us is no easy thing. Paul 
describes its abiding presence in our 
lives as the “old self” (or “old man”) (vs. 
9). It must be put to death, but it does 
not intend to die easily! A war must be 

raged against the old man of sin within 
us daily. It is truly warfare and will come 
with the challenges and setbacks of war.

The “old man” language echoes our 
union with Adam. Our sin is a reflection 
of our union with him. Paul is telling us 
that our old self must be “put to death” 
and “put off,” so that Christ and his 
resurrection life may be put in its place. 
It is possible to keep such a command 
only because Christ is at work in us, by 
his Spirit, conforming us to the image 
of “the last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45), Jesus 
Christ. We see this clearly in the use of 
the passive voice in Colossians 3:10: 
“which is being renewed.” God is the 
one renewing us into Christ’s image, and 
therefore we receive his command to 
live out resurrection righteousness with 
hope and confidence that his life-giving 
Spirit will accomplish his purposes in us.

Christianity is indeed an event-cen-
tered religion, and the Resurrection is 
rightly the main event. It reveals God’s 
righteousness, justice, and grace. It is 
the theological foundation upon which 
so many of the things that we believe 
are built. Paul’s words in Colossians 3 
show us the profound way in which our 
union with Christ in his death and res-
urrection must impact both our beliefs 
and the way we live out even the most 
mundane aspects of our earthly lives 
and struggle with sin. The resurrected 
Christ is our life.

The author is pastor of Reformation 
OPC in Oviedo, Fla. He quotes the 
ESV. Reprinted from New Horizons, 
April 2007. 

Knots Untied – J.C.Ryle 
Pgs 23-25
“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12) … . We 
are to venture the whole salvation 
of our souls on Christ and on Christ 
only. We are to cast loose completely 
and entirely from all other hopes and 
trusts. We are not to rest partly on 
Christ, – partly on doing all we can. In 
the matter of our justification Christ 
is to be all. This is the doctrine of the 
text. 

Heaven is before us, and Christ the 
only door into it; hell beneath us, and 
Christ alone able to deliver from it; the 
law against us, and Christ alone able 
to redeem us; sin weighing us down, 
and Christ alone able to put it away.
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Peter H. Holtvlüwer

Before you can help an alcoholic, that 
person needs to admit in all honesty, 
“I have a drinking problem.” At that 
point, you can begin to take steps with 
them to get help. I am convinced that 
as a community of Reformed churches 
of largely Dutch background, we have 
a drinking problem. And it’s high-time 
we honestly admit that and begin the 
road to recovery. 

Under the carpet
You ask: is it that bad? Isn’t this rather 
alarmist? Are we staggering drunk across 

the federation? Let me say immediately 
that alcohol abuse is not (thankfully!) 
found in every individual or home. Nor 
is it even in the majority. Many, many 
people and households can responsibly 
enjoy alcohol. But there is a culture of 
casual drinking that is wide-spread in 
our community and in the midst of that 
there is a significant minority who fall 
into alcohol abuse. 

I have had the privilege of growing 
up in Ottawa, ministering in British Co-
lumbia and on the prairies and now in 
southern Ontario, and in every place I 
have personally encountered “problem 
drinking” as well as full-fledged, out-of-

control alcohol addiction (I will leave out 
other drugs, but they are often just as 
much a problem). When I speak with 
pastors and elders from other areas, I 
hear the same concerns. Cases of beer 
emptied after hockey or baseball games; 
multiple glasses of wine flowing at every 
social function; drinking and driving and 
making a game out of it; tail-gate parties; 
guys getting drunk at weddings; men 
and women who cannot go a day or 
two without a drink; middle-aged closet 
drinkers as well as openly high youths; 
beer cans stacked to the ceiling in wood-
shops and garages; mothers and fathers 
who can hide it from everyone except 

WE  have 
a DRINKING 
PROBLEM

Mr Holtvlüwer addressed the problem of alcohol abuse, in 
an open and compassionate way in a July issue of Clarion. I 
considered that what seems to be a problem in another church, 
may well be a problem in our own federation. I include this 
article for the edification of the readers and ask the question: 
“does this apply to you – to us?”
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their families. In truth, I doubt there’s 
a single congregation in the federation 
where there isn’t one and more often 
several cases of alcohol abuse. 

So, there is a small but persistent 
number of us abusing alcohol – yet 
the majority of us are standing idly 
by. That’s where the rub is and that’s 
where we need to bring about change. 
For too long in our families and in our 
consistory rooms we’ve either looked 
the other way or we’ve kept it “hush-
hush.” Too often we have gotten out our 
brooms and swept the “mess” under the 
carpet, dealing with it entirely behind 
closed doors. 

And what good has the secrecy done? 
Generally, the alcoholic is not getting the 
help he/she truly needs nor is the family 
around him/her. The sin and shame, the 
suffering and sadness simply go under-
ground – and we need to stop that. A 
festering wound will only heal when it is 
opened up to oxygen and cleaned out 
and so it is with our spiritual wounds. 

Step into the light
Exposing sin is the first step toward re-
pentance and reconciliation. Secrecy is 
the ally of sin and our human nature 
loves nothing more than to hide its 
shame in obscurity and darkness. But 
Scripture teaches us otherwise: “Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of dark-
ness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that 
they do in secret. But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
for anything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, ‘Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ 
will shine on you’” (Eph 5:11-14 ESV). 
Stepping into the light that Jesus shines 
brings healing, hope, and life. 

In that context, only a few verses 
later Paul commands, “And do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is debauch-
ery” (v. 18). Drunkenness is sin. Putting 
yourself under the controlling influence 
of alcohol is sin – doing it regularly so 
that you become “hooked” and addict-
ed just makes the sin that much more 
devastating for you and your loved ones. 

And what does God command us to 
do when a brother or sister sins? Ad-
monish them in a brotherly way. Con-
front them in love that they might turn 
away from their sin – first privately so 
as to prevent public shame and embar-
rassment. The goal is not to humiliate a 
church member but to return them to 
peace and fellowship with God, for while 
they live in their sin they are under God’s 
wrath. But, if there is no repentance over 
time, more people need to be involved 
and eventually the whole church in order 
to rouse the person’s conscience (Matt 
18:15-18). The point is: God insists that 
we deal with sin forthrightly, that it get 
exposed and expunged from a person’s 
life and from the congregation. 

Compassion
Now, we need to be very careful here, 
and deeply humble. Non-alcoholics 
may not approach an alcoholic with 
any sense of superiority. Each of us is 
a sinner. Every single one of us needs 
the grace of God in breaking with sinful 
habits and being forgiven. “Therefore 
let anyone who thinks that he stands 
take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor 10:12 
ESV). There is zero room for arrogance 
in dealing with any fellow sinner but in 
particular with addicts we need to have 
extra compassion because their enslave-
ment is so powerful. 

Sin has an enslaving effect more often, 
but its grip when alcohol is abused is 
like a vise that only gets tighter. Choices 
are made to drink and our human will 
is involved, but there is also a biological 
component to addiction. The body gets 
used to alcohol, likes it, and constant-
ly wants more of it. Like smoking, an 
insatiable craving develops in the flesh 
which makes it extremely hard to say 
“no” to. The sin becomes virtually uncon-
trollable. Even when a person wants to 
break with it, she finds it nearly impos-
sible. Outside help is needed – a detoxi-
fication centre, a rehabilitation facility, a 

Christian 12-Step program, godly coun-
selling, accountability partners, Christian 
friends, and a lot of prayer besides will 
likely all be required before the person 
is stabilized in a life of daily repentance 
from this sin. 

All of this to say: we need to be gentle 
in our admonitions and prepared to go 
the long-haul to help. Much love, pa-
tience, and persistence is required. But 
from our side (as non-addicts) the first 
step is being willing to admit this sin is 
in our families and in our congregations 
and that we have a responsibility to take 
action to deal with it. Addiction is not 
just the problem of the addict or his 
family but of the whole church family. 

Prayer and openness
So, what’s our first move? Prayer. Unless 
we begin with calling upon the Lord, we 
will get nowhere in this battle. We need 
to pray as individuals and families but es-
pecially in public as congregations. When 
was the last time your pastor prayed in 
church for those struggling with addic-
tion? For alcoholics? If we don’t name 
the sin, if we don’t admit that it is or 
may be within our midst, we contribute 
to the cloak of secrecy. 

On the other hand, when a minister 
(carefully, without necessarily naming 
names) lays before the throne of grace 
the struggle that some have with alcohol 
(or drugs), and mentions also the great 
stress this places on their families and 
loved ones, this immediately does three 
things: it seeks help from our heav-
enly Father (so desperately needed!); 
it tells those who have these struggles 
that someone is aware and cares; and 
it brings this sin and struggle into the 
open so that people can begin to share 
their burdens. 

There are many silent sufferers when 

❝ For too 
long in our 
families 
and in our 
consistory 
rooms we’ve 
either looked 
the other 
way or we’ve 
kept it “hush-
hush. ❞

❝ We need 
to be gentle 
in our 
admonitions 
and prepared 
to go the 
long-haul to 
help. ❞
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it comes to addiction. Many addicts 
refuse to admit their sin or simply try to 
deal with it on their own. They only get 
more lonely. But there are also spouses 
and children, close family members 
and friends who are aware of the al-
chohol abuse, who feel its effects, who 
live with its consequences, and yet who 
feel they have nowhere to turn for help 
and no support in their struggles. Sitting 
in church or standing in the crowded 
foyer, such brothers and sisters can be 
the loneliest people because there, in 
the family of God, where the most com-
passion should be offered and the most 
support given, no one even knows. No 
one suspects there’s a problem. And no 
one seems ready to listen to the sorrows 
and sadness of an addiction-filled life. 

Families of addicts
This is the atmosphere in our congrega-
tions that we can and must change. Just 
consider the difficulties of the families: 

A wife who lives with the stress of not 
knowing when or if her husband will 
come home that night or who walks on 
egg-shells around him for fear of setting 
him off. Or think of children who don’t 
know if Mom (yes, there are many female 
alcoholics too!) is going to be giddy or 
bitter or mad or if she’ll be there at all. 
Imagine parents of older teens who’ve 
become addicted, pulling their hair out 
in tears and frustration because their son 
or daughter is throwing away their life. 
Daily uncertainty, worry, anger, sadness, 
and a cocktail of other emotions fill their 
hearts with stress upon stress. 

Church members with these burdens 
need to know their brothers and sisters 
are concerned and care, that there is 
some awareness of their difficulties. What 
a blessing for them to simply be able to 
pour out their troubles to a listening ear 
and a compassionate heart. Addictions 
are never solved over-night and many 
take years (if ever) to over-come, but 

in those long days, weeks, months, and 
years of suffering, those dealing with it 
need the support of their church family. 
We may not know anything about ad-
dictions and we likely don’t have solu-
tions to offer, but more than anything 
they need our prayers, our love, friend-
ship, and encouragement to help them 
get through. 

Openness. Honesty. Prayer. Consid-
eration for the other. Let’s start a new 
trend where hope, healing, and healthy 
relationships are the hallmarks and where 
our Saviour’s grace is generously poured 
out on each other. 

Mr Peter Holtvlüwer is the minister 
of Spring Creek Canadian Reformed 
Church at Tintern, Ontario, and is 
co-editor at the Canadian Reformed 
Magazine, Clarion.

Reproduced with permission from 
Clarion, volume 64, No 13, July 2015
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The Forgotten Fear
by Albert Martin
Reviewed by Tim Challies

So here’s the challenge: “At every point 
in my Christian life, from the moment I 
breathe my first breath as a new creature 
in Christ to the moment when I take my 
last breath, the entire time of my so-
journing – all of this is to be marked by 

the fear of God.” So says Albert Martin 
in his new book The Forgotten Fear. By 
that standard, how are you doing? Do 
you fear God?

The problem is that you may not 
even know. The fear of God was once 
a common subject among Christians. 
They knew how to define the fear of 
God and they knew how to examine 
their lives for its presence or absence. 
Today, though, the language of fear has 
been greatly diminished if not forgot-
ten altogether. Martin goes to the Bible 
and comes to a concerning conclusion: 
“To be devoid of the fear of God is to 
be devoid of biblical and saving reli-
gion.” And again, “if you do not know 
what the fear of God is in your heart 
and life, you do not know experiential-
ly the first thing about true biblical and 
saving religion.” And this notion of fear 
does not only make a difference to the 
head of the Christian but also to his 
heart and hands. “One of the accurate 
measurements of true spiritual growth is 
the measure to which one increases in 
walking in the fear of God.”

What, then, is this fear of God? Martin 
follows the Bible in defining “fear” in 

two ways, the fear of terror or dread and 
the fear of awe or honor. Both of these 
are meant to apply to the relationship 
of humans to their Creator.

These two common uses of the word 
“fear” in the vocabulary of the people of 
biblical times (and also in some measure 
in our vocabulary) are both included in 
the biblical notion of the fear of God. 
There is a legitimate sense in which 
the fear of God involves being afraid 
of God, being gripped with terror and 
dread. Though this is not the dominant 
thought in Scripture, it is there nonethe-
less. The second aspect of fear, which is 
peculiar to the true children of God, is 
the fear of veneration, honor, and awe 
with which we regard our God. It is a 
fear that leads us not to run from Him 
but to draw near to Him through Jesus 
Christ and gladly submit to Him in faith, 
love, and obedience.

Having drawn in the reader with 
the importance and centrality of the 
subject, Martin dedicates chapters to 
the ingredients that together make up 
the fear of God, the source of this 
fear, the relationship of fear to the 
Christian’s conduct, and instruction on 
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how to maintain and increase this fear. 
He maintains this singular focus on his 
topic and addresses it thoroughly but in 
a very reader-friendly fashion.

There is much to appreciate in The 
Forgotten Fear. I especially appreciate 
Martin’s tenor and tone. There is some-
thing delightfully old-school about his 
style of writing and even his approach 
to a topic like this. He represents a way 
of interacting with God’s Word and a 
way of calling on people to obey that 
Word that is rare today. Somehow this 
old style feels fresh, almost like writing 
in a Moleskine journal instead of typing 
on an iPad. It hearkens to something in 
the past that we should not forget.

I also appreciate Martin’s consisten-
cy in varying his application between 
younger and older believers. It is clear 
that he has a burden for young people 
who have grown up in the church but 
who are living rebellious lives, whether 
that rebellion is outright and blatant or 
quiet and seemingly respectable. For that 
reason, a good bit of the application is 
dedicated to calling on these churched 
kids to take hold of the gospel they have 
heard and rejected, or heard and ne-
glected, so many times. This is a book I 
would comfortably encourage my teen-
aged or young adult children to read.

Finally, I appreciate his urgency. This is 
obviously a matter of deep importance to 
him and he truly believes that Christians 
are missing out on something that will 
motivate them to know God better and 
to live holier lives. He is convinced that 
many people are missing a key to under-
standing and honoring God. He believes 
that many other people are convinced 
they are Christians when they are not 
and that exposure to the fear of God 
may call them to true repentance. He 
writes urgently but not manipulatively.

The Forgotten Fear is a helpful, pow-
erful treatment of a neglected subject. I 
enthusiastically recommend it.

www.challies.com
January, 2016

A Complete Handbook of Literary 
Forms in the Bible
by Leland Ryken
Crossway, $19.99. Reviewed by 
Prof. Susan M. Felch.

Leland Ryken’s latest book begins with 
“Abundance, Story of” and ends with 
“Worship Psalm.” As advertised, it is a 
short encyclopedia of literary forms that 

occur in the Bible, arranged in alpha-
betical order with brief definitions and 
descriptions. The half-page entry on 
“Worship Psalm,” for instance, tells us 
that Jerusalem and the temple, as the 
actual places for Old Testament worship, 
feature prominently in worship psalms, 
along with “snapshots” of the worship 
experience, exclamations of strong feel-
ings, and a pilgrimage motif. What the 
description doesn’t tell us is how this 
definition helps us better understand 
such psalms. And therein lies the diffi-
culty with this book.

The author, a retired professor of lit-
erature at Wheaton College, notes that 
the purpose of knowing literary forms is 
to “uncover a great deal of the meaning 
that is in the texts but that remains 
hidden from view if we do not know 
about the forms and how they function” 
(p. 9). I could not agree more. If we un-
derstand poetic parallelism, we will not 
create an exegetical mystery out of the 
difference between “three” and “four” 
or “tread” and “stride” when we read 
that “Three things are stately in their 
tread; four are stately in their stride” 
(Prov. 30:29). “Tread” and “stride” are 
synonyms; “four” is as close a synonym 
to “three” as you are likely to get. The 
literary form of Hebrew poetry does not 
use rhyme as an organizing structure, as 
we might in an English psalm paraphrase, 
but rather plays with synonyms and with 
ways to compare, contrast, and intensify 
words. To read the Bible well is to read 
its literary structures well.

But an alphabetical list of literary 
forms is not the best way to become 
more attentive to these forms and their 
significance. It may be fun to know the 
definition of “epizeuxis,” but would you 
go looking for it? And once you knew 
the definition, “a word [that] appears 

twice in succession for the sake of em-
phasis” (p. 84), would it help you better 
understand a biblical passage? It would 
be far better to invest in Ryken’s earlier 
book, The Complete Literary Guide to 
the Bible, edited with Tremper Longman 
III, or in his son Philip Ryken’s contribu-
tions to the Reformed Expository Com-
mentary series. The Complete Literary 
Guide is uneven in quality and exegeti-
cal carefulness, but it does walk readers 
through each book or section of the 
Bible, showing how literary structures 
open our eyes to understand the biblical 
text. The commentaries are sensitive to 
the ways in which meaning is conveyed 
through rhetorical choices. Once your 
eye has been trained to look for liter-
ary structures, you may find the Hand-
book to be a useful tool to expand your 
vocabulary and put names to what you 
now can see.
New Horizons, Jan 2016

Hidden But Now Revealed: A 
Biblical Theology of Mystery
by G. K. Beale and Benjamin L. 
Gladd. 
IVP Academic, $27.00. Reviewed 
by OP minister Jeffrey C. 
Waddington.

Greg Beale has coauthored with Benja-
min Gladd a gourmet biblical-theological 
exploration of the concept of mystery in 
Hidden But Now Revealed. The authors 
seek to unpack the biblical contours of 
mystery by looking in detail at specific 
passages and by tracing the development 
of the theme across the whole spectrum 
of Scripture. Thirteen chapters span eve-
rything from Daniel in the Old Testament 
and ancient Jewish interpretation to the 
New Testament and pagan mystery re-
ligions. These are deep waters indeed. 
But the results enrich our understand-
ing the unfolding drama of redemption.

We typically use the word mystery 
today to refer to something unknown or 
unknowable. But that is not necessarily 
the meaning of the biblical word. If we 
are somewhat familiar with the use of 
the word in Paul, we know that mystery 
has something to do with the inclusion of 
Gentiles among the people of God with 
the coming of Jesus Christ. This would 
be true as far as it goes, but Beale and 
Gladd show us that the biblical notion 
of mystery is more textured than that.

Questions about the New Testament 
use of the Old Testament enter in at this 
point, and so we are unavoidably caught 
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up in the recent debates about whether 
or not the New Testament writers used 
the Old Testament carefully, honoring 
the context from which quotations are 
drawn. Beale and Gladd give us a lesson 
in “inner-biblical” exegesis here, and it 
is a sight to behold. The authors have 
an appendix on the “cognitive periph-
eral vision of biblical authors” that is 
very helpful at this point (pp. 340–64).

At the end of the day, a mystery is 
some truth about the end of days that 
is hidden in an Old Testament text and 
becomes fully revealed with the coming 
of Christ and is understandable to be-
lievers. Practically, this means that Jesus 
the Messiah rules from the cross in his 
suffering and that we Christians are 
called to mirror this reality in our own 
lives. Jews and Gentiles together form 

the one people of God who are united 
to Christ by faith and are called to live 
the cruciform life.

This deeply rewarding book will richly 
repay the time and effort given to digest 
its contents. Hidden But Not Revealed 
is especially geared to scholars, pastors, 
church officers, and interested laypeople. 
I would encourage others to read it too.
New Horizons, Nov 2015

Pope asks Protestants 
for forgiveness for 
persecution
Pope Francis asked Protestants and other 
Christian Churches for forgiveness for 
past persecution by Catholics as the 
Vatican announced on Monday he would 
visit Sweden this year to mark the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation.

Speaking at an annual vespers service 
in St Paul’s Basilica in Rome attended 
by representatives of other religions, he 
asked “forgiveness for the un-gospel-like 
behaviour by Catholics towards Chris-
tians of other Churches”. He also asked 
Catholics to forgive those who had per-
secuted them.

The Vatican announced that on 
October 31 Francis would go to the 
southern Swedish city of Lund, where the 
Lutheran World Federation was founded 
in 1947, for a joint service with Luther-
ans to launch Reformation commemora-
tions that will continue throughout the 
world next year.

Martin Luther, a German, is credited 
with starting the Protestant Reformation 
in 1517 with writing 95 theses – said 
to have been nailed to a church door 
in Wittenberg – criticising the Catholic 
Church for selling forgiveness from sins 
for money.

It led to a violent, often political 
schism throughout Europe and Christi-
anity, prompting among other things the 
30 Years’ War, the destruction of English 

monasteries, and the burning of numer-
ous “heretics” on both sides.

Catholic traditionalists have accused 
Francis of making too many concessions 
to Lutherans, particularly in a “common 
prayer” that both religions will use during 
the 2017 commemorations.
http://mychristiandaily.com.au

Textus Receptus PTY. LTD. 
publishes the King James 
Version 2016 (KJV 2016) 
New Testament
Nick Sayers of Byron Bay, Australia, 
under the auspices of Textus Receptus 
PTY. LTD. has published the King James 
Version 2016 (KJV 2016) New Testament 
using the Textus Receptus Greek of the 
King James Version of 1611, endeavour-
ing to keep the words as close to the 
KJV 1611 as possible, but with corre-
sponding modern words and grammar.

The translators of the King James 
Version 2016 believe that the King 
James Version of 1611-1900 is an accu-
rate translation of the original Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek, and is thus by 
default, the words of God in English. 

Unfortunately for the KJV, the English 
language is constantly developing and 
many word meanings today vastly differ 
from the English of the reformation era. 
Many people have preferred a more read-
able substitute, oftentimes at the expense 
of quality.

This version should not be recognised 
as a translational attempt to improve on 
the work of the original 1611 transla-
tors, but rather classified as a reluctant 
update to make more understandable 
the archaic and obsolete words and 
grammar, so that today’s reader can 
understand and enjoy the word of God 

World in focus

The date has been set for 
Saturday, 12th March, 2016, 
at the Reformed Church of 
Palmerston North.

Our topic: 
“Equipped to be 
Courageous in an Upside-
down World”
2 Timothy 3:16

The speakers are booked 
and the planning for a day 
of fellowship, fun and food 
is well underway.

Keep an eye on your 
bulletins for further details 
to come.

Wellington 

Ladies’
Presbyterial

2016
mark your 
calendars!

Faith in Focus Volume 43/2 March 201620



clearly and accurately in the English 
tongue, just as our forefathers once did.

We believe the KJV is the most 
superior of all English versions based 
upon the Textus Receptus and Masoretic 
Text, and vastly advanced in comparison 
to corrupted versions based upon 
Westcott & Hort/Nestle-Aland/UBS, or 
Majority type texts.

We believe the New King James 
Version, Modern English Version, and 
other MT/TR Bibles contain a mixture 
of good and bad readings. This version 
has been designed especially to address 
those concerns.
+ Textus Receptus PTY. LTD

PCA-NSW threatens 
to stop performing 
Government-sanctioned 
marriages if homosexual 
marriage is legalized
A 6 July 2015 commentary by Dr. John 
McClean, convenor of the Presbyteri-
an Church of Australia in the State of 
New South Wales (PCANSW)’s Gospel, 
Society, and Culture Committee and 
vice-principal of Christ College, in the 
Sydney Morning Herald, stated that if 
homosexual marriage is made legal in 
Australia, PCANSW ministers may stop 
performing state-sanctioned marriages.

Dr. McClean stated: “Jesus’ view was 
that sex is for marriage, marriage is for life 
and marriage is for a man and a woman. 
When he was asked about marriage, he 
quoted from the beginning of the Bible 
which says that God made marriage 
for a man and a woman to share a life 
and sexual union. From that he came to 
his famous conclusion: “what God has 
joined together, let no one separate”. 
Jesus’ account of marriage is reinforced 
by many parts of the Bible….”

“Many people don’t share any of the 
three key elements in Jesus’ definition. 
Most people do not think that sex is 
only for marriage and the vast majority 
of couples in Australia who marry live to-
gether first. Many Australians are not con-
vinced that marriage should be for life. 
Often wedding vows don’t have the “till 
we are parted by death” kind of words. 
Now a significant section of the Austral-
ian population also want marriage rede-
fined to include same-sex couples….”

“If we decide to separate from the 
Marriage Act, we hope there will be 
a way in which we can continue to 
celebrate marriages, though our services 
won’t be recognised by Australian law. 
We don’t want to divorce marriage, just 

the Marriage Act. We’re still looking at 
how this could be possible.”
+ Sydney Morning Herald

 
Pakistani Christian asylum 
seeker dies in detention in 
Thailand
It is reported that on 24 December 2015, 
a Pakistani Christian asylum seeker in 
Thailand died in police custody after 
being denied of her prescribed medi-
cations.

According to reports, Samina Faisal 
was prescribed medication for high blood 
pressure, hypertension and a shrinking 
kidney.

It is believed that there are over 
4000 Pakistani Christian asylum seekers 
in Thailand. At present, there are over 
a hundred Pakistani Christians who are 
detained by Thai authorities.
WEA January 2016

Church attacked in Algeria
It is reported that a church in Alge-
ria’s Kabylie province was looted and 
damaged on 9 January 2016. According 
to reports, the assailants stole furniture, 
worship items and money. It is also re-
ported that the assailants left graffiti on 
the church walls.

The church, which has a member-
ship of around 100 people, was pre-
viously attacked in 2009 and 2010 by 
radical Islamists.
WEA January 2016

Christians killed by Fulani 
herdsmen in Nigeria
It is reported that on 13 December 2015, 
Muslim Fulani herdsmen attacked a com-
munity of Christians and a compound of 
displaced people in a village near Jos, 
Nigeria killing 15 including 2 children.
WEA January 2016

Presbyterian Pastors 
imprisoned in Sudan set 
free
Two Presbyterians pastors imprisoned for 
their faith in the Republic of Sudan for 
nearly eight months have been released.

 Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)’s office 
of World Mission received a communica-
tion earlier on 5 August 2015 from the 
Rev. Philip Akway Obang, general sec-
retary of the South Sudan Presbyterian 
Evangelical Church (SSPEC), confirming 
the release of the Rev. Yat Michael and 
the Rev. Peter Yen Reith of the SSPEC.

 Michael was detained by Sudan’s Na-

tional Intelligence and Security Service 
(NISS) on 14 December 2014, at the end 
of a service at Bahri Evangelical Church 
in Khartoum. On 11 January 2015, Reith 
was detained by the NISS after attend-
ing a prayer meeting in Khartoum. On 
4 May 2015, a range of charges were 
filed against the pastors, some that could 
have resulted in life in prison or the 
death penalty if they had been convicted.
+ Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)

Vicars urged to grow 
beards to reach out to 
British Muslims
The Bishop of London said vicars who 
grow out their facial hair as they try to 
appeal to Islamic communities around 
them “can only be applauded”.

The Rt Rev Richard Chartres has even 
gone so far as to advise Anglican priests 
to grow facial hair to “connect” with 
local Muslims.

He applauded two priests in Tower 
Hamlets – the Rev Adam Atkinson, Vicar 
of St Peter’s church in Bethnal Green, 
and Rev Cris Rogers of All Hallows 
Bow, who have grown their own set of 
“opulent” beards.

Rev Chartres praised the clergy for 
“reaching out to the culture of the ma-
jority of their parishioners”.

He said: “The discovery that two of 
the most energetic priests in east London 
had recently grown beards of an opu-
lence that would not have disgraced 
a Victorian sage prompted me to look 
again at the barbate debate throughout 
Church history.

“The two priests work in parishes in 
Tower Hamlets. Most of the residents 
are Bangladeshi-Sylheti, for whom the 
wearing of a beard is one of the marks 
of a holy man.”
EXPRESS.CO.UKSHARE

Pastor Hyeon Soo Lim 
of the Light Korean 
Presbyterian Church in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
sentenced to life in prison
A 16 December 2015 Salt Lake City 
Tribune article titled “Canadian Pastor 
Given Life in N. Korean Prison” reports 
that Hyeon Soo Lim, pastor of the Light 
Korean Presbyterian Church in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, on 16 December 2015 
was sentenced in a North Korean court-
room to life in prison with hard labor for 
what North Korea described as crimes 
against the state.

Lim had traveled to North Korea on 
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31 January 2015 on a humanitarian 
mission where he supports a nursing 
home, a nursery and an orphanage. 
Lim had made more than 100 trips to 
North Korea since 1997 for nonpolitical 
humanitarian purposes.
+ Salt Lake City Tribune

Facebook scanner being 
developed to fight online 
radicalisation
A computer program that automatically 
detects signs of radicalisation on Facebook 
profiles is one of several tools being 
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Pattern your life  
after Christ –  

What a Saviour! 
Studies in Philippians 2:5-11 

Speaker: 
Rev. Brian Stone 
Convention Venue: 
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The sacrifice of Christ  
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Our guest speaker this year is  

Rev. Brian Stone 
Retired Minister of the Emmanuel Baptist Church  

Johannesburg, South Africa 

Brian Stone was born in Boksburg, South Africa, 
and was converted to Christ as a teenager in the 
local Baptist Church in Queenstown where he 
grew up. After completing his schooling he 
sensed a growing call to the pastoral ministry 
and entered the Baptist Theological College in 
Johannesburg in 1968 where, after four years of 
theological studies, he was ordained as a Baptist 
Minister.  

He has served in a number of Baptist Churches 
in South Africa and retired from the full- time 
pastoral ministry at the end of 2014. He 
continues to serve the Lord in ministering the 
Word of God as the opportunity arises.  

He and his wife, Judy, were married in 1967, and 
have four children and eleven grandchildren. He 
is presently a member of the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Johannesburg where he served as 
pastor for the past ten years. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A bookstall will operate 
on Friday and Saturday 

Inquiries 
Pieter van der Wel 
Ph. 07-849 6401 
E-mail easterconvention@gmail.com 

Bookings: 
http://easterconvention.rcnz.org.nz 

developed by Australian experts to 
counter the spread of jihadi rhetoric 
online.

However, a tool kit developed for the 
federal Attorney General’s department to 
help law enforcement and other servic-
es identify online radicalisation has not 
been adopted by the government more 
than six months after its creation.

Fairfax Media revealed on Thurs-
day that banned British preacher Abu 
Haleema has turned his gaze to Aus-
tralia and is quickly building a support 
base among young jihadi sympathisers 
in Australia.

Authorities are powerless to stop him 
and other influential overseas radicals 
from preaching hate through Facebook, 
YouTube and other social media.

About one report a day is being made 
to the government’s Report Online Ex-
tremism Tool, according to data provided 
to Fairfax Media.

Among Haleema’s supporters are 
several Sydney men who have flooded 
their Facebook pages with messages at-
tacking non-religious law in Australia.
SMH.COM.AUSHARE

Has NZ become more 
corrupt?
New Zealand’s public sector is viewed as 
the most corrupt it has been in almost 
20 years – but we still rate highly com-
pared to other countries according to a 
new report.

The 2015 Corruption Perceptions 
Index, released today, points to the 
Oravida affair, Saudi sheep deal and 
SkyCity convention centre debacle, as 
reasons New Zealand has slid down the 
transparency rankings.

Stonewalling of requests through the 
Official Information Act also fed an in-
creased perception of corruption, accord-
ing to the Transparency International’s 
head Suzanne Snively.

Politicians, journalists and the Public 
Service Association were also concerned 
with how the Official Information Act 
was working and its role in New Zea-
land’s lowest dip in the CPI rankings 
since 1998.

Usually ranked in the top three least 
corrupt countries and often featuring in 
first place, New Zealand was ranked 
fourth out of 167 countries in the 2015 
Index, its second consecutive drop after 
falling from No 1 in 2013 to No 2 in 
2014.

Denmark was ranked first in 2015, 
followed by Finland and Sweden.

“There are a number of things which 
came up in the middle of last year such 
as the Oravida affair, the SkyCity affair, 
the Saudi affair, all of those are areas 
where the lack of transparency gave the 
impression things might not be as good 
as they could be,” Ms Snively said.

She said the loss of New Zealand’s 
reputation for being a country of integri-
ty could be devastating for the economy 
and New Zealanders needed to make 
the effort to take part in the country’s 
democratic processes and conversations 
to stop this from happening.
NZ HERALD
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 It wasn’t long after the birth of their little girl that the doctors told the parents that she has a lifelong disability. This doesn’t change 
the love they have for their beautiful baby. But what impact will it have on her future? Would she ever learn to read? Would she be 
able to work? Would she marry? Most of all – what will happen when they are no longer around to care for her?  

It is that last question which is the driving force behind Hosanna Trust. 
(Previously called Care Trust Services.) The mission statement of Hosanna 
Trust is: to provide a home or homes to accommodate persons with disa-
bilities who are members of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand, or 
such other persons with disabilities whom the Trustees from time to time 
approve.  

The vision for this kind of home started many years ago. Since then the 
Trustees have been appointed and the board meets twice a year. It con-
sists of Wim Stolte as Chairman, Herman de Jonge, Diky Datema, Gary 
Veenstra and Michelle Kloosterman. 

The board also meets twice a year with five families from the RCNZ for 
Family Get-Togethers. These families come from Hastings, Foxton, Wai-
nuiomata, Upper Hutt and Masterton. This is a time of fellowship for 

those with special needs and their parents. While the parents discuss issues and ideas with the board, the young people have time 
to get to know each other better. They meet to do Bible study and to have some fun 10-pin bowling, playing cro-
quet, touring local farms and making crafts.  

It was during these times together that it was decided to look for a Hosanna home in Masterton.  Masterton is a 
rural community situated in the middle of the Wellington Presbytery; central to the five 
families. We knew the transition for these young people to move from home to a new place 
could be a difficult one. This led the board to set up Respite weekends. Respite is a time of 
relief for parents who have children with special needs. Twice in 2015 
families from the Reformed Church of Masterton hosted three of the 
young ladies. These weekends are an opportunity for the young people to 
become acquainted with families in the Masterton church and vice versa. 
This will help the young people with the transition to Masterton when a 
home is available. 

At this time there are two young people ready to move into a home. The 
board is in the process of finding a live-in care worker as well as a home for them to reside in.  

Please remember Hosanna Trust in your prayers. We look to the Lord to provide a live-in care worker with a heart for Him and for 
the young people. We also covet your prayers for our search for a house to accommodate everyone. Lastly, we ask that you pray 
for the funds to support this endeavour. 

12 Millard Avenue 
Masterton 5810 
Ph: 06 377 5519 
hosannatrustnz@gmail.com 
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❝The foxes have holes and 
the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay His 
head.❞
Matthew 8:20

Images by Mr Nathan Borger


