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This issue concerns the usefulness of the liberal arts. By the liberal arts we 
mean, in general terms, those subjects that have to do with human culture: lit-
erature, history, languages, philosophy, and so on. They are the kinds of things 
you will usually be studying if you go to university and complete a Bachelor 
of Arts. 

In former days, a B.A. used to be thought of as quite a respectable option 
for a young person wanting to prepare him or herself for life. (In the nine-
teenth century, the British Colonial Office favoured studies in the Classics 
for young men considering a career in imperial administration or the civil 
service: the Classics would prepare them for managing both people and 
national affairs.) These days, however, students are often urged by their 
parents and other well-meaning adults to choose technical courses of study 
that provide more “obvious” training for specific career paths: engineering, 
medicine, the law, business, and so on. Is there any enduring purpose for 
a B.A., many wonder?

In this issue a number of different church members reflect on their own 
walks of life and the ways in which their own studies in the liberal arts have 
usefully prepared them for what they are doing now. They make some in-
teresting points and ask interesting questions. You may even find yourself 
asking what the meaning of “useful” really is…
SD.

Mr Michael Flinn, a now-retired minister, looks back at the value of his 
own study in the liberal arts.

Mrs Joanna Voschesang thinks about the everyday use of the arts as a 
homemaker.

Mr Steve Sterne is asked about the impact his studies in the liberal arts 
has had on his life as a farmer.

Mrs Sally Davey reports on recent threats to religious freedom in Russia.
Mrs David VanDrunen writes about God’s Law, human nature and sexual 

conduct.
OP pastor Geoff Downey reviews God’s Glory Alone, by David Van-

Drunen; OP professor Ryan M. McGraw reviews Owen on the Christian Life: 
Living for the Glory of God in Christ, by Matthew Barrett and Michael A. G. 
Haykin; OP pastor Robert S. Arendale reviews Passing Through: Pilgrim Life 
in the Wilderness, by Jeremy Walker.

Student for the Ministry – Mr Graeme Zuidema provides a biographical 
note about himself and his family ahead of coming back to New Zealand 
for his vicariate.

Mr Paulin Bédard gives an overview of his church’s online mission to the 
French-speaking world.

Why I left Islam to follow Jesus – from a convert.

Cover image: Entrance to the Hunter Building, Victoria University, Wellington.
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Michael Flinn

When I began to study liberal arts at 
Auckland University in the late 70s (it 
seems such a long time ago now), I did 
not know what I was going to do after I 
graduated. Friends of mine who went for 
other disciplines had no such uncertainty. 
Law students would most likely end 
up practising law. Engineering students 
would become engineers. Medical 
students would likely become medical 
practitioners. At times we arts students 
envied them. At least they knew where 
they were headed! By contrast, when 
we were asked what we were going to 
do with our degree, the typical response 
was: No idea.

So why did we do it? Well, in my 
case, I had a love for English literature, 
instilled first by my mother and then nur-
tured by a Christian high school English 
teacher. When I went to university I knew 
that whatever else I studied, I wanted 
to major in English lit.

I could not have expressed this clearly 
at the time, but I have come to see how 
fundamentally important literature is. At 
its root, literature has to do with words. 
If there were no words, there would be 
no literature. There are words because 
God himself is the Word (John 1:1). To 
use a title from one of Francis Schaef-
fer’s books, He is There and He is not 
Silent. God speaks. He uses words to 
communicate truth – words which can 

be understood by man, who is made in 
God’s image.

God has created us with the ability 
to express thoughts in language. We can 
articulate emotions, instincts, needs. We 
can speak of beliefs and aspirations and 
we can argue theories. We can express 
with words not only what is happen-
ing, or what the world is like, but we 
can also explore why it is happening or 
why the world is the way that it is and 
how we feel about the answers we have 
given to these questions.

Words can also persuade and influ-
ence others, for good or ill. The apostle 
Paul distanced himself from the persua-
sive words of the philosophers and the 
wisdom of the Greek world (1Cor. 2:4) 

The Liberal Arts add value (1)

Why study Liberal Arts?
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but he did convey wisdom in his words 
(2:6), albeit a wisdom that was not of 
that age (vs. 6).

This is why Arts departments at 
tertiary institutions can be dangerous 
places for Christian students. Sometimes 
we think that all the confrontation and 
possible undermining of Christian beliefs 
and principles comes in the science 
departments, with their denial of creation 
and their challenge to the biblical 
account of the origin of the world and 
of human life. But I would argue that 
by far the more dangerous challenges 
come in the arts. It is here that Christian 
foundations, biblical truth, morality, social 
conventions, religious views, are all up 
for grabs. Unless students are taught 
to discern the views expressed by an 
author and to interact critically with 
his or her worldview, spirituality and 
moral perspective – evaluating what the 

author is saying against the standard of 
Scripture, then they are wide open to 
being misled and drawn away by the 
“deceptive philosophies” of this world 
(cf. Colossians 2:8).

But it is precisely here that the study 
of liberal arts can be most beneficial. 
Arts students are trained to read care-
fully the views of others, assess them 
critically, and then convey their own 
responses in a clear and well-present-
ed way. Here as Christians, we have a 
huge advantage: We have the infallible 
standard of God’s Word by which we 
can assess and evaluate everything we 
are exposed to. And when we are well 
educated in the thinking and writings of 
others, we can bring the gospel clearly 
and persuasively to people of our culture 
(cf. Daniel 1:17; Acts 17:22-31).

As I continued on with my university 
studies, I began to consider whether the 
Lord might be calling me to the ministry. 
At that point, I began to include other 
subjects that would be useful should 
that be the case. Along with English lit-
erature, it was time to include Greek, 
Hebrew, philosophy and history. And I 
began to specialise in the literature of 
the 17th century. I found that period in 
history and the literature that came from 
it fascinating and was even able to write 
a Masters thesis on the style of John 
Owen’s sermons. Needless to say, all this 
was a great foundation from which to 
go on and study theology. It also proved 
to be excellent training when preparing 
and writing sermons. Understanding a 
passage of Scripture, working with the 
original languages, sifting through the 
various commentaries, coming up with 
important ideas from the text and then 
expressing them in writing and then ver-
bally from the pulpit in ways that will 
connect with a congregation and feed 
them spiritually – this is not an easy task 
as any preacher will tell you. I cannot 
speak in relation to the background 
training that others have had, but I can 
affirm that when studying liberal arts at 
Auckland University, although I had no 
idea what I would use this training for, 
the Lord knew, and I remain deeply 
grateful for the education that I received 
at that time.

In summary, what are the benefits of 
a liberal arts education for the Christian? 
I would list the following:
• You will meet many very interesting 

people and have stimulating debates 
about every imaginable subject.

• You will learn how to research a 
subject or topic quickly and effectively.

• You will learn to read and assess the 
views of others critically and express 
your own position about a matter 
clearly and persuasively.

• You will not be taken in by the per-
suasive arguments and philosophies 
of this world nor its propaganda (cf. 
Colossians 2:8).

• You will gain an understanding and 
appreciation of the culture in which 
you live and be able to connect with 
different people easily.

• You will gain skills that you can easily 
use to help you adapt to a new situ-
ation or challenge.

• You will be able to express the gospel 
to others in engaging ways.

Mr Michael Flinn is an emeritus 
minister and a member of the 
Reformed Church of Palmerston North.

“Arts students are 
trained to read 
carefully the 
views of others, 
assess them 
critically, and 
then convey their 
own responses 
in a clear and 
well-presented 
way. … And 
when we are 
well educated in 
the thinking and 
writings of others, 
we can bring the 
gospel clearly 
and persuasively 
to people of our 
culture.”

“A man who was 
merely a man and 
said the sort of 
things Jesus said 
wouldn’t be a great 
moral teacher. He’d 
be either a lunatic 
– on a level with 
a man who says 
he’s a poached egg 
– or else he’d be 
the devil of hell. 
You must make 
your choice. Either 
this man was and 
is the Son of God, 
or else a madm 
an or something 
worse … . But don’t 
let us come up with 
any patronizing 
nonsense about his 
being a great human 
teacher. He hasn’t 
left that open to us. 
He didn’t intend to.” 

C.S. Lewis
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The Liberal Arts add value (2)

Joanna Voschezang

What follows is a series of reflections on 
the value of my Bachelor of Arts in my 
day to day life as a wife, mother, church 
member, homeschooler and friend. 

“So what did you study at University?” 
“A Bachelor of Arts majoring in English 

and Ancient History.” 
“Really?! Not much use now is it!”
“Why don’t you study something 

more useful?” 
“Why don’t you study something that 

will actually help you get a job?” 
“Are you planning to be a teacher? 

That’s all an Arts degree is good for!” 
I heard all of these comments and 

some more unflattering (and unprinta-
ble) ones during my time at University. 
This is an all too common sentiment in 
our society when discussing the value 
of a degree in the Arts. So what is an 
Arts degree good for in a post-working 
Mum’s life? I’d like to offer some insight 
into a few months of my life and the 
benefit that I, and others, gain from my 
studies in English and History. 

October 2015
I was asked this month to help out 
a friend with an English assignment 
for University. Having studied English 
myself, and having proofread more 
essays than I can remember, I readily 
agreed. My friend came round with her 
books, questions and laptop and we 
spent 2 intense evenings asking ques-
tions, skim-reading books, journals and 
essays, proofreading, and debating the 
merits of various theories. Despite it 
being 10 years since I finished my B.A., 
all the skills that I honed over those 4 
years came flooding back and I was 
able to assist my friend with her essay 
(while not actually writing it myself!) and 
pass on some of those skills to help her 

with future projects. So one great use 
for my degree: helping others!

November 2015
I was sent a C.V this month to read 
over for a Chinese friend in her search 
for work. Not a difficult task, but lovely 
to be able to help out, and even more 
lovely to hear that she got the third 
job she applied for! Proofreading skills 
gained through 4 years of study have 
been some of the most useful for helping 
other people. 

December 2015
This month I’m teaching my children 
about the historical events surround-
ing Christ’s birth, based on the second 
chapter of Luke. I am grateful for having 
studied a significant amount of Roman 
history during my time at University, 
as it was not difficult to explain who 
Caesar Augustus was, why he was im-
portant, the events happening in Judea 
and Rome at the time, and why it was a 
great time for God to send his Son. We 
were able to have a discussion around 
the Bible and I was able to answer all 
of their questions without even opening 
another book! I love history, and I love 
being able to open the eyes of our chil-
dren to the historical truth of the Bible 
and the way in which God planned the 
birth of Christ at just the right moment 
in the history of Israel and the Roman 
Empire. So while many may scoff at 
studies in the Classics or ancient history, 
I have found them particularly valuable 
as a teaching tool for biblical history and 
a means of showing the historical accu-
racy of the Bible. 

January 2016
We are moving house next month. 
Amidst all the packing, phone calls, 
emails, and stress this causes when 

shifting a household of six, I am im-
mensely grateful for the administrative 
skills I picked up as a result of my B.A 
and subsequent role in administration. 
It means I can take the stress of worry-
ing about paperwork, address changes, 
banking, mortgage rates and removal 
companies away from my husband and 
leave him free to concentrate on work, 
church and leading our family. Part of 
doing any degree is learning skills in time 
management (to get essays handed in 
on the due date), multi-tasking (writing 
4 essays at once!), quick processing of 
information, and clarity of thought. All 
of these skills are exceedingly helpful 
in the running of a household and the 
juggling act that is being a housewife/
mother/working wife. 

March 2016
After moving house last month it has 
taken a bit of time to start thinking about 
home schooling again, so I got together 
with my home school buddy (a Visual 
Arts major), and within two hours we 
had mapped out an entire term’s worth 
of topic studies for our children. Skills 
of research, planning, learning objec-
tives, methods and outcomes were all 
learned at University and all have been 
very useful in my short time as a home 
schooling parent. We aim to teach our 
children the skills of critical thinking and 
analysis that we learnt at University; the 
ability to take an idea and discuss both 
sides of the issue, to see how topics in-
terrelate and not to believe everything 
they read or hear, but to base their un-
derstanding on a strong biblical founda-
tion. While I am well aware that you do 
not need a degree to home school ef-
fectively, I do believe that it makes the 
idea less daunting, and the process less 
stressful. This is purely my own person-
al experience, but definitely one I am 

What use are the arts in 
everyday life?
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grateful for when I go to plan my next 
unit study. 

April 2016
My husband preached his first reading 
sermon this month; in his preparation for 
this it was good to be able to listen and 
proofread and provide him with feed-
back. I also typed the whole thing out 
for him as it was only in paper format 
(from the old Word of Salvation printed 
sermons), and was surprised (and grate-
ful!) to find that the speedy typing skills 
essential to finishing essays on time at 
University had not been forgotten! 

I have had some interesting conver-
sations this month with a few different 
people about books. I find that being 
well-read and able to explain my view-
point (an essential at University) is helpful 
in providing clarity of thought or present-
ing a previously-unconsidered position 
to others. A degree in literature taught 
me many things about authors, perspec-
tives, biases, critical thinking, alternative 
ideas and an introduction to topics that 
I may not have chosen myself. I look 
forward to passing all these skills on 

to my children and to be able to have 
open and wide ranging discussions on 
the many interesting and varied books 
they read. Teaching our children to be 
aware of authorial bias, subtexts, motives 
in writing and differing worldviews, gives 
them the tools they need to be discern-
ing readers, not to be “blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by 
the cunning and craftiness of men”.1 

As well as the above, I spent another 
enjoyable evening helping a friend write 
an outline for a thesis! During the years 
that I have spent proof-reading I have 
read a great number of interesting essays 
and theses about a wide range of topics 
and really enjoy learning something new. 
Helping a friend gain clarity in outline 
or writing is a privilege. A degree in 
the Arts does foster a love of learning 
and provides the tools to continue this 
throughout our lives.

May 2016
This term we are starting a home school 
unit which has involved a fair amount 
of history. This has needed to be re-
searched, condensed, and then present-

ed in a manner which 5 – 7 year olds 
can understand. With so many useful re-
sources now available online this was not 
difficult, but was enjoyable and brought 
back fond memories of researching his-
torical topics at University. I aim to teach 
my children these research skills as well, 
to encourage them to be able to study 
independently. 

June 2016
We are discussing the book of Romans 
in our Ladies Bible study at the moment, 
and I have found that having a back-
ground in Roman history has been of 
immense value to me personally in my 
understanding of the context around the 
imagery and metaphors that Paul uses. 
In fact, studies in ancient history have 
been of great help in understanding 
the historical context of God’s Word in 
more detail. Again, I realise that this is 
not essential – much can be understood 
without a degree in Ancient History – 
however I find that understanding the 
historical context of the passage has 
been of vast benefit to me. 

Another skill picked up at University 
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was that of skim-reading. When pre-
sented with the task to research an as-
signment, and given an enormous stack 
of books, journals and online articles for 
said assignment, the ability to sift through 
quickly, looking for specific phrases and 
paragraphs that would be of use, was 
essential. I now employ this skill at the 
library with my children! I am present-
ed with a stack of books (short stories 
for the younger and chapter books for 
the older kids) and the request: “can I 
get all these ones out?” Each book is 
then quickly scanned for inappropriate 

words and content (of which there is a 
surprising amount in children’s books 
nowadays!) and then permission either 
given or denied. I could not have fore-
seen this skill being used in this particu-
lar way when I was at University, but I 
cannot deny that it has been most ad-
vantageous! 

Conclusion
While I am no longer working outside 
the home, many people are quick to 
assume that any study I did was wasted. 
I hope, however, that a snapshot of a 

few months of my life is enough to con-
vince you that study in the Arts is never 
wasted, but instead grants long-lasting 
skills in a wide range of areas that can 
be put to use in your home, with your 
children, in your reading, in future study, 
in discussion, in helping your friends, 
and in your personal devotions. 

Notes
1 Ephesians 4:14

Mrs Joanna Voschezang is a member of 
the Reformed Church of Hamilton.

The Liberal Arts add value (3)

Sally Davey

Students who do liberal arts degrees are 
often seen as arty or dreamy types who 
aren’t really planning properly to make a 
living. After all, what sorts of careers are 
there to be had from a history or English 
degree other than teaching? But there 
are some graduates out there who may 
surprise you: they’ve thought of their 
liberal arts studies more as a training 
for life, and have gone on to do some 
unexpected things. I’ve been asking a 
few questions of Steve Sterne from the 
Bishopdale congregation, who happens 
to be a pig farmer – and also a history 
major… Here (more or less) is how our 
email conversation went:

SD: Steve, thanks so much for your 
willingness to interact on this subject – 
the relevance and usefulness of a liberal 
arts education to a Christian in busi-
ness. I know you lead a busy life, so 
I just want to ask a few questions that 
you can answer as you have the time. 
Here goes: 

Where did you do your university 
degree, and what subjects did you study?

SS: I started my degree at Waikato Uni-
versity and completed it in Auckland. I 
majored in history but my real love was 
in philosophy. While I was never particu-
larly academic I could see there was great 
benefit in understanding more about the 
world we live in, the way people think 
and the course of human endeavour. 

SD: Why did you choose the liberal arts? 

SS: At one time I considered the minis-
try and I believed an Arts degree would 
provide a good start to my studies. Over 
time I realised I was not suitable mate-
rial for the ministry and so pursued an 
occupation in the secular world.

The Bible encourages us to remember 
constantly the great deeds that God has 
performed throughout history. Indeed, it 
would be difficult to function well in the 
faith without at least some understand-
ing of God’s work throughout time. The 
Bible gathers together all the high points 
of God’s work in human history and 
brings them together for our encourage-
ment and instruction. Of course all of 
history is a record of God’s work and 
there is much to be gained by observing 
how God is working out his great plan 

of salvation over time. Reading history 
helps us in that process.

Raw facts about history on their own, 
though, won’t help us that much. We 
have to be able to process what we learn 
from history into ideas that will help us 
understand the world we live in. Without 
some understanding of the forces that 
shape us we become easy victims to the 
world’s influences and way of thinking. 
Most of us engage in this process even 
if we do not realise it. We can all iden-
tify with the way feminism, education, 
sexual mores and advertising (to name 
but a few) have influenced the world we 
live in. The task for the disciple is to ask: 
how does God want us to think and act? 

The study of philosophy, even at the 
most basic level, was helpful in under-
standing how arguments are construct-
ed, and the common fallacies that we all 
tend to use in order to “win” a debate. 
Logic, ethics and metaphysics all make 
demands on the Christian mind that will 
expand the way we think.

These subjects cry out for a sound 
Christian understanding to be applied.

If men had shunned such tasks, then 
humanly speaking, we might never have 
seen the Reformation, for example.

The Liberal Arts can 
train you for WHAT?
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SD: And how did you end up in the 
business world?

SS: To say God led me here may sound 
trite to some, but I have no other answer. 
I am grateful because I happen to love 
what I do. I never had a job that I did 
not enjoy and it would not matter if I 
worked for a wage or in business.

SD: A lot of people will tell a young 
person that a degree majoring in English, 
or history, or languages (etc) will not get 
them a job. Why do you think they say 
that? And how would you answer them?

SS: Some degrees are quite clearly a 
meal ticket to a specific type of work. 
The Arts of course are viewed as having 

less practical value. Often a degree in the 
Arts is devalued because there are few 
high-paying job openings for the gradu-
ate. If this is how we are thinking we 
might want to reassess our value system.

For the follower of Christ there is no 
greater joy than helping people to see 
Christ more clearly and to have oppor-
tunity to explain the gospel to the lost. 
The kind of subjects contained in an Arts 
degree will undoubtedly help most people 
grapple with Scripture and communicate 
the hope that lies within its pages more 
clearly. Of course this assumes we will 
be lifelong students of the Bible itself.

If a BA opens the door to pig farming 
who knows what other worlds lie 
beyond?

SD: What you’ve said up to now 
applies very directly to situations where 
you’re talking about the big questions 
of life with people – perhaps in general 
conversation; perhaps at times where 

you’re sharing the gospel or aspects 
of it with someone. I’m wondering, 
in addition, how you think a liberal 
arts background would help in these 
kinds of situations:
1. Let’s say you are interviewing 
someone for a job, and you want to 
know what makes him or her tick. Would 
they be a suitable person for what you 
have in mind? 

SS: Understanding people and learn-
ing to read them is an essential part of 
the Christian life and yet many of us 
place a low priority on learning how 
to understand people better. History, 
sociology, political science, psychology, 
philosophy can give us windows into 
the way people think and the things 

that have shaped their attitudes and 
beliefs. 

When interviewing someone for work 
the most important quality that I look for 
is a good attitude. They need to have a 
good attitude towards other people, the 
desire to work, they need to value being 
productive and know that it is important 
to be reliable. Of course it is extremely 
difficult to measure these things in an 
interview, but reading the signals that 
people give out goes some way towards 
making an informed decision. If we study 
the Arts with the desire to learn these 
skills then we stand to gain much from 
our studies. 

Of course prayerful reading of the 
Scriptures and a humble dependence on 
the Holy Spirit teaching us will give us 
the greatest ability to understand people. 
It should be observed that a background 
in the Arts is extraordinarily helpful in 
learning how to study and understand 
the Bible.

SD: 2. You are talking with a govern-
ment official (yes, probably from the 
Ministry of Primary Industries...) and you 
are trying to impress on him the impor-
tance of keeping unwanted pig diseases 
out of New Zealand.

SS: There are times when we want to 
be at our most persuasive. Perhaps we 
want to persuade a government official 
that keeping exotic diseases outside our 
borders is in the country’s best interests. 
Putting together a cogent argument while 
using the least number of words possible 
becomes a high priority in these circum-
stances. If you applied yourself to your 
studies in the Arts you will have gained 
some of the skills necessary for assem-
bling your thoughts, constructing your 

argument, and delivering your views in 
the best possible light. Even in normal 
conversation we often hear people com-
mitting simple fallacies when delivering 
their ideas. Fallacious reasoning leads to 
poor conclusions and can often produce 
unnecessary arguments.

SD: 3. You need to write a persuasive 
letter to the managing director of a large 
corporation, committing to paper the 
major points of a presentation you’ve 
made for a business proposal to want 
him to adopt.

SS: At some stage we all have to present 
ourselves through a written format. For 
many (including me) this is a daunt-
ing task, because we are aware of our 
poor written language skills. Developing 
the skills that allow us to write clearly 
is a great quality to develop. Sadly, for 
most of us, it does not come naturally. 
We have to learn and practise the skill 

From here …  to there
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Outward focus
Sally Davey

Lately, we western Christians have been 
thinking a lot about the rising cost of our 
faith. Florists, cake-makers and wedding 
photographers have already been called 
to account for their refusal to supply their 
services for same-sex marriage ceremo-
nies. Colleges, universities and schools 
are placing pressure on their staff to 
“affirm” the new sexual mores or face 
dismissal. Doctors and nurses will soon, 
most likely, be in the crosshairs of the 
push for euthanasia. Individual Christians 
and churches are facing pressures hith-
erto unthinkable in a culture that has 
long valued freedom of opinion.

But the pressures we experience 
are slight when compared with what is 
coming on our brothers and sisters in 
Russia. In the past month the Russian 
Duma (Parliament) passed new surveil-
lance and anti-terrorism legislation which 
has, in the past week, been signed into 
law by President Vladimir Putin. 

This law poses a direct threat to evan-
gelical Christians, since it places broad 
limitations on evangelism, including 
preaching, teaching and engaging in any 
activity designed to recruit people into 
a religious group. This includes sharing 
the gospel even in private settings like 
one’s home. In fact, the only places 
Christians from now on are allowed to 
share the gospel and appeal to others 

to believe in Christ are churches and 
religious sites registered with the gov-
ernment. Even sharing the gospel online 
is covered: there will now be more 
widespread surveillance of online activ-
ity. According to David Aikman, history 
professor and foreign affairs expert, “I 
don’t think you can overestimate the 
Russian government’s willingness to exert 
control.” He sees this latest legislation as 
part of a pattern of “creeping totalitari-
anism.”1 The penalties for breaking the 
law include a stiff fine – the equivalent 
of six weeks’ wages for an individual – 
and up to twenty times that (up to one 
million roubles) for an organisation. 

Several of the amendments in this 
legislation require telecommunications 
operators to store recordings of their cus-
tomers’ phone calls and text messages 
for six months – which will add con-
siderable costs for them. Other amend-
ments require Russians to tell authorities 
about potentially grave crimes or the 
planning of them; strengthen penalties 
for re-posting information that is con-
sidered extremist on the Internet, and 
even require postal employees to inspect 
packages. Edward Snowden the former 
National Security Agency contractor who 
leaked information in 2013 of U.S. gov-
ernment telephone and Internet surveil-
lance schemes, and who, ironically, was 

given safe haven in Russia, has criticised 
this new legislation.2 

Many of us in the West, lulled into 
apathy by centuries of democratic 
freedom, find totalitarianism not only 
scary, but hard to understand – includ-
ing what it does to the people who have 
to live with it, generation after genera-
tion. Ordinary Russians have seldom 
– if ever – experienced benign govern-
ments that consult their wishes. Back in 
2006-7 broadcaster Jonathan Dimbleby 
travelled extensively in Russia to make 
a BBC television series on life there. 
He asked many different Russians about 
their views on democracy. Many told 
him it was not for Russia, that what 
was needed was “one strong leader” to 
make Russia “great again”, and so on. 
He realised that a lack of experience of 
any kind of democracy was part of the 
problem. Another part was the naivety 
of western countries in the 1990s, who 
imagined that Russia could transform di-
rectly from a totalitarian communist state 
to parliamentary democracy. What Rus-
sians experienced instead, under Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin, was anarchy, crime, 
insecurity, unemployment and inflation. 
Small wonder that they do not look back 
on that period with fondness.3

Evangelical Christianity has existed in 
Russia for a long time. During the nine-

Please pray for the 
Christians in Russia

of writing if we want to be proficient at 
the task. Clearly, some training in this 
area will always stand us in good stead. 
It was not without reason that we have 
the saying the “the pen is mightier than 
the sword”. 

Communication is the lubricant that 
fuels all social interactions. We should 
want to be people who can use words 
well. With words we can bring encour-

agement, comfort, strength, joy; we can, 
through words, become peacemakers; 
and above all we can direct others to 
the Saviour. Even though we may not 
be comfortable using language we can 
all improve. So, before writing off the 
liberal arts give some thought to the 
contribution they could make to helping 
you or your children make better use 
of language.

SD: Steve, thanks for putting your 
thoughts into words for us. You’ve made 
some very helpful connections between 
the study of the liberal arts and their use 
in real life. I hope what you’ve written 
will help more of us make those types 
of connection between what we read 
and how we act as Christians in both 
work and leisure.
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teenth century German immigrants to the 
Russian empire established Baptist and 
Mennonite churches. During the same 
time an indigenous Russian pietist move-
ment known as “Stundism” developed, 
and Russian Baptist churches began to 
multiply. Foreign missionaries came too; 
and the British and Foreign Bible Society 
brought the Scriptures. These Christians 
had considerable freedom under the 
reforming Tsar Alexander II (1855-81). 
However, his successor, Alexander III 
(1881-94), began to suppress Protestants, 
viewing them as a foreign and revolu-
tionary threat. Forming a kind of alliance 
with the Russian Orthodox church, which 
resented proselytising of their flock, the 
tsarist regime exiled pastors, with or 
without their families; and sometimes 
whole congregations. It was an attempt 
to isolate them from society to minimize 
their influence and end their opportuni-
ties to spread their message. Siberia and 
the Caucasus were the most common 
destinations of those exiled. 4

After the Communist revolution of 
1917 Lenin and other leaders attempt-
ed to extinguish all religions. Officially, 
the Communist ideology is atheistic, 
and religion is considered the “opiate of 

the masses”. Under Stalin in the 1920s 
and 30s there was brutal repression, 
with Christians joining the many politi-
cal “enemies of the state” in jail, in the 
gulags of Siberia, in exile or in death. But 
for 70 years the (mainly) Baptist churches 
survived underground, waiting for some 
unknown time of reprieve. Many of us 
in the West prayed for them, and looked 
for ways to send them the Scriptures and 
other encouragement.

When the communist regime fell and 
the Soviet Union ceased to exist in 1991, 
it was a time of great hope. Missionaries 
from the U.S. and many other western 
countries went to Russia and the former 
Soviet countries to help strengthen the 
churches there. Over the 25 years since 
there has been much growth; and the 
new clampdown will be a big discourage-
ment to those who remember the earlier 
persecution. Repression is returning.

The Kremlin has already begun to 
take action against foreign missionaries. 
A “foreign agent” law adopted in 2012 
requires groups from other countries to 
file detailed paperwork and be subject 
to government audits and raids. Mis-
sionaries have experienced increasing 
trouble obtaining visas, and the NGO 

”They will need 
our prayer 
support to endure 
hard times, and 
to continue their 
faithful witness 
to Christ. But 
they are brave, 
and we can take 
courage from 
their example.”

The Kremlin in Moscow. Commons.wikimedia.org.  Image by Alexandergusev – alexandergusev.com
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(non-government organisation) sector 
has shrunk by a third since 2012. 
Sergey Rakhuba, President of Mission 
Eurasia and a former Moscow church 
planter, told Christianity Today he used 
to share an office with 24 organizations 
– and now, not a single foreign expa-
triate mission is there with him. This 
pattern is repeated across the board 
for all types of foreign assistance – not 
just in the religious sphere.

Russians, most western commenta-
tors agree, now live under what is a 
highly authoritarian regime; and one 
which uses state control of the media 
to bombard the population with propa-
ganda in the interests of national stabil-
ity. The recent anti-terror laws are part 
of this process, and make the immedi-
ate future look very difficult indeed for 
Christians. They will need our prayer 
support to endure hard times, and to 
continue their faithful witness to Christ. 
But they are brave, and we can take 
courage from their example. As Sergey 
Rabhuka told Christianity Today maga-
zine, Russia’s evangelicals have gone 
underground before, and they’ll be 
willing to do it again. “They say, ‘If it 
will come to it, it’s not going to stop 
us from worshipping and sharing our 
faith’… The Great Commission isn’t 
just for a time of freedom.”5

The early Christians clearly agreed 
– and the church of Christ grew ex-
ponentially.

Notes
1 Kate Shellnutt, “Russia’s Proposed Law: No 

Evangelizing Outside of Church”, Christianity 
Today, posted online at http://www.christiani-
tytoday.com/gleanings/2016/june/no-evange-
lizing-outside-of-church on 6/29/2016 

2 Andrew Roth, “Putin Signs New Anti-Terror 
Law in Russia”, Washington Post, July 7, 2016.

3 Jonathan Dimbleby, Russia: A Journey to the 
Heart of a Land and its People (BBC Books, 
2008), p.60.

4 See Albert W. Wardin, Jr, On the Edge: Baptists 
and Other Free Church Evangelicals in Tsarist 
Russia 1855-1917(WIPF & Stock, Eugene, 
Oregan, 2013) for an extensive, detailed and 
very moving account of the witness of Prot-
estant churches in Russia during these years.

5 Kate Shellnutt, op. cit

Tyndale Park Christian School

 

The trust Board at Tyndale Park Christian School is seeking a 

PRINCIPAL 
commencing in Term four 2016.

The successful candidate would be someone who believes that it is 
the Christian parent’s responsibility to train their children in a Christian 
environment.

Responsibilities for the new principal will include:

• The spiritual leadership and day to day management of the school.

• The care, supervision and provisional development of staff.

• The care, discipline and safety of pupils.

• The ability to review curriculum, and the ability to drive this process so that 
our school continues to deliver an education, firmly grounded in the word 
of God, that exceeds the expectation of our parents as well as meeting the 
educational needs of our students.

• Assist the Board in promoting the school and growing the roll.

More information is available from the website:  
www.tyndalepark.school.nz or by email from 

admin@tyndalepark.school.nz

Tyndale Park Christian School

 

Co-educational Y1-Y13 Independent Christian School

The school is seeking suitably qualified applicants for the role of ACE [Accelerated 
Christian Education] Supervisor/Class Teacher for a composite Year 11-13 class, 
commencing Term 1, 2017. 

This senior class utilises the ACE curriculum, and the role involves responsibility 
for the overall supervision of that programme in the secondary school. The ideal 
candidate would be an experienced, qualified teacher with some experience of 
the ACE programme and preferably with a Maths or Science qualification. 

As the teacher/mentor role is of lifelong importance, providing opportunity for 
considerable influence and interaction with students, a genuine love for and 
ability to relate well to senior students is a must.

As a Christian School we are seeking a person with a deep personal commitment 
to Christ and a passion for Christian education, as a condition of appointment.

Applicants must be committed to the school’s special character and to being part 
of a dedicated team involved in the teaching of our curriculum which emphasises 
Biblical principles in all aspects of school life.

For further information, or to submit an application supported 
by suitable references, please contact
admin@tyndalepark.school.nz

Faith in Focus Volume 43/8 September 2016 11



David VanDrunen

In every area of ethics, God has given 
principles of conduct that we are obliged 
to honor. But Scripture makes clear that 
the moral life is not blind obedience to 
arbitrary rules. God wants us to grow in 
moral maturity, which involves develop-
ing a deep understanding of who we are 
as his image-bearers, of the nature of the 
world around us, and of our proper place 
and behavior within such a world. God’s 
law doesn’t impose arbitrary rules, but 
instructs us how to live in ways that fit 
the kind of creatures we are, and thus are 
genuinely good for us and others. This 
does not mean that God’s law always 
matches our feelings and urges at any 
given moment. Indeed, because of sin, 
this is often not the case. But following 
God’s law promotes both his glory and 
human well-being.

This general truth is very important 
for Christians seeking to think and act 
rightly in the face of shifting cultural 
attitudes concerning sex and marriage. 
Conventional wisdom claims that tradi-

tional views inhibit a satisfying human 
life, while the new sexual mores provide 
joyful liberation. In response, Christians 
should not just pound the rules harder, 
but expose this conventional wisdom as 
a lie. Whether we are guarding our own 
conduct individually, communicating 
Christian views to unbelievers, or training 
our children, God calls us to promote 
his law on sexuality as that which fits 
our God-given human nature and thus 
is genuinely good for us.

God’s Law and human nature
Some initial comments on the relation-
ship between God’s law and human 
nature are in order. Christian theologi-
ans have long struggled to understand 
this relationship. They have debated, for 
example, whether the moral law is arbi-
trary – such that God could have given 
us a different moral law if he wished 
(say, one that permitted adultery and 
theft) – or fitting and appropriate for 
the kind of creatures we are.

We must avoid undue speculation, 
but Scripture indicates that the latter 

position is much sounder. In his sover-
eign freedom, God surely could have 
created a world much different from the 
one we know, in which case the moral 
law might also look different. Had he 
created rational beings who lacked sex 
organs and reproduced in some other 
way, the seventh commandment would 
hardly make any sense. But since God in 
his wisdom made the world and human 
beings in the way he did, his moral law 
reflects this objective reality.

Consider two ways in which Scrip-
ture communicates this truth. First, God 
gave not only lists of rules (e.g., the Ten 
Commandments), but also instructions for 
growing in wisdom. As evident especial-
ly in Proverbs, wisdom requires careful 
consideration of the world around us 
and particularly the dynamics of human 
interaction. It calls us to learn how to 
act in appropriate ways that reflect the 
kind of creatures we are.

Second, the Bible speaks of the law 
known by all people through natural 
revelation as the same in substance as 
the moral law revealed in Scripture. For 
example, the sins Paul identifies with re-
bellion against the natural law in Romans 
1:26–31 could be nicely summarized 
by the Ten Commandments, and Paul’s 
reasoning in Romans 2:12–15 makes 
sense only if (dis)obeying the natural law 
is the moral equivalent of (dis)obeying 
the biblical law. These two examples in-
dicate that God, in his goodness, does 
not impose his law as something alien 
or foreign to us, but as something ap-
propriate to our created nature. Sex and 
marriage illustrate this.

The Image of God, sexual 
difference, and marriage
To understand human nature, the best 
place to begin is at the creation account. 
Scripture first says about us that we are 
the image and likeness of God (Gen. 
1:26). Nothing is more basic to our 
identity. How fascinating it is, then, that 
Genesis 1:27 proceeds to state: “God 

Sex and marriage in light 
of human nature and the 
image of God
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created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them.” Of all the 
many features of image-bearing human 
nature that God might have identified, 
he highlights sexual distinction: “man” 
is “male and female.”

On the one hand, this statement is 
a great equalizer; males and females 
alike bear God’s image and enjoy all the 
dignity that that entails. On the other 
hand, equality is not identity. Males and 
females are objectively different. In fact, 
the language of Genesis 1:27 suggests 
that being distinguished as male and 
female is an essential aspect of creation 
in God’s image. We bear God’s image 
not only individually but also corporately, 
as a community of males and females. 
Thus, when later biblical texts speak as 
though the distinction between male and 
female matters, God is not suddenly im-
posing something arbitrary upon us, but 
guiding us in ways that correspond to 
our image-bearing nature.

Genesis 2 provides a more detailed 
description of how God made us male 
and female. He first created a male 
human being (2:7) and then a female 
human being (2:21–22). After creat-
ing Adam, God said it was not good 
for the man to be alone. He needed a 
“helper.” And not just any helper would 
do, but one “fit” for him (2:18, 20). The 
King James language of a help “meet” 
for Adam captures the idea well: the 
woman was to be a helper perfectly 
suited for the man. No animal could 
satisfy the need, nor could another male 
human being. A female was exactly the 
appropriate counterpart. Furthermore, 
what these counterparts needed wasn’t 
a merely casual partnership, but a mar-
riage relationship (2:24).

Genesis 2 thus teaches that being male 
and female is essential to being human. 
Why? Apparently so that “man” could 
undertake the vocation for which God 
made him in his image: to be fruitful, 
multiply, fill, subdue, and rule (1:28). 
To fulfill these tasks (presumably not just 
some of them, but all of them), humans 
had to be males and females, many of 
whom would unite in marriage relation-
ships. Thus again we see that sexual 
difference generally, and sexually com-
plementary marriage specifically, are not 
arbitrary, but in accord with what God 
made us to be and to do in this world.

Human nature and sexual conduct
It is worth reflecting more directly on 
sexual behavior. My basic claim now 

is this: ordering our sexual conduct ac-
cording to God’s law is not submission 
to arbitrary divine rules, but the path 
directing us toward what is good for 
ourselves and our neighbors, given the 
way God has made us.

A pattern can be observed in many 
areas of life. Those who eat modestly 
feel well and satisfied afterward; those 
who eat excessively feel gorged and 
uncomfortable. Those who drink wine 
moderately enjoy gladness of heart (Ps. 
104:15) and even reap health benefits; 
those who get drunk lose control of 
their faculties and suffer a hangover the 
next day. Those who remain calm under 
stress tend to make good decisions and 
promote peace; those who lose their 
tempers leave wounds and resentment 
behind. Sinful behavior involves giving 
in to powerful desires that may bring 
a temporary sense of satisfaction, but 
which are inevitably very bad for us 
and usually also for people around us.

Sex manifests the same pattern. A 
loving, monogamous, husband-wife rela-
tionship does not guarantee a thoroughly 
satisfying sexual life in a fallen world (any 
more than eating good food in moder-
ation guarantees robust health), but it 
does promote contentment and happi-
ness in ways that other sexual practices 
cannot. Users of Internet pornography 
develop a shameful and stubborn ad-
diction. The hookup culture prevalent 
on college campuses leaves emptiness 
and regret in its wake. Such examples 
abound.

The early chapters of Proverbs show-
case this pattern. Here a father instructs 
his son to understand how the world 
works, what’s fitting in such a world, 
and what promotes human well-being. 
The adulterous woman, he explains, is 
initially attractive and appeals to one’s 
feelings and urges (5:3), but in the end 
proves to be bitter and sharp (5:4), 
leading to ruin (5:11, 14). As it’s fitting 
to drink from one’s own cistern rather 
than to let its waters flow through the 
streets, so it’s fitting for a man to enjoy 
his own wife rather than other women 
(5:15–20). Likewise, the adulteress is 
seductive and smooth (7:14–21), but 
the one who falls for her is like an ox 
going to the slaughter or a bird caught 
in a snare – she leads to death (7:22–
23). Perhaps most poignantly: “Can a 
man carry fire next to his chest and 
his clothes not be burned? Or can one 
walk on hot coals and his feet not be 
scorched? So is he who goes in to his 
neighbor’s wife; none who touches her 

will go unpunished” (6:27–29). Sexual 
sin, far from liberating, leaves no one 
better in the end.

Conclusion
In a fallen world, good doesn’t come to 
the righteous or evil to the wicked au-
tomatically. As Ecclesiastes reminds us, 
sometimes “the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong,” for “time 
and chance happen to them all” (9:11). 
We must strive to walk in godly paths, 
even when life doesn’t quite make sense. 
But we should be thankful that God’s 
law directs our sexual conduct in ways 
that are not alien to us, but consonant 
with our image-bearing nature – ways 
that tend to our good and not to our 
harm. May our teaching on sex and mar-
riage not focus entirely on proscriptive 
rules, but also on the joy and profit of 
walking in God’s path.

The author, an OP minister, teaches at 
Westminster Seminary California.

New Horizons, March 2015

For a Christian 
“the pain felt 
[regarding sin] is 
not from increased 
sinfulness but 
from the increased 
consciousness of 
it; not from his 
conduct having 
become worse, but 
from his moral 
judgment being 
more enlightened, 
and his perception 
of what is wrong, 
and his abhorrence 
of it, being stronger 
than before.” 

Whatley
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In 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 Paul writes “I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 
but God made it grow. So neither he 
who plants nor he who waters is any-
thing but only God, who makes things 
grow.” As we look back over the last 10 
years the word which comes to mind is 
GROWTH. Not only do we see a gradual 
growth in this ministry but we have also 
seen much spiritual growth in the Stu-
dents as they study God’s Word. It has 
been an added blessing to hear how 
the lives of the Student’s families have 
also changed and grown closer to the 
Lord. A number of ex CBI Students still 
stay in touch with us and it has been a 
wonderful encouragement to see their 
faith grow as they integrate back into 
society. Working in this ministry causes 
us all to grow spiritually as we seek to 
encourage and support the students in 
their walk with the Lord. 

CBI NZ was established in February 
2006 with the support of CBI Australia. 
The late Bob Bruinsma together with 
his wife Anne – a CBI Australia Direc-
tor came to NZ to begin this Ministry 
here. Their vision and energy together 
with the support of Ray Hoekzema – a 
CBI Australia Director and others helped 
lay the foundations for CBI NZ. Currently 
Jack Simpson, the CBI Australia Office 
Manager, sends through any Australian 
students that move to NZ.

During the past 10 years numerous 
people have been a part of the growth 
of CBI NZ. Especially all our Instructors, 
many that Bob Bruinsma trained are still 
actively marking lessons. Others have 
gone on to be involved in other types of 

prison ministry and some are now with 
the Lord. We have also grown through 
the support of the chaplains and people 
who go into prison for Bible studies 
and church services and the countless 
people who have supported CBI NZ in 
prayer and financially. Thinking back it 
is amazing to see how the Lord caused 
it to grow. 

A few statistics to share with you: 
From January 2016 to the end of April 
2016 

 ➢ 138 new enrolments
 ➢ 618 lessons were processed

From April 1st 2015 to March 31st 2016
 ➢ Income was $28,282.00
 ➢ Expenses were $23,267.00

In December 2015 the prison popula-
tion in NZ was 8968 a significant increase 
of approximately 400. The main reason 
for this increase was tougher bail laws.

We receive regular feedback from 
chaplains. One chaplain shared, “Thank 
you very much for the statistics. We are 
encouraging men to join the CBI Bible 
Study Courses. The amount of effort you 
put in with managing the lessons has 
pushed us to getting more prisoners in-
volved. We really appreciate your work 
with the prisoners. Keep up the good 
work.” Another Chaplain wrote, “Thanks 
for sending the Manga Messiah Welcome 
Pack for ….. I took it down yesterday 
and this morning he had already com-
pleted the lesson and showed it to any 
staff who would listen. He is very excited 
and happy and his mood has lifted since 
receiving his parcel.”

Some responses we have received 
from Students: “Many thanks for the 
uplifting letters you send to me and the 
prayers you say for the ones I love and 
for myself. It is strange to have people I 
don’t even know caring enough to help 
me carry on with life and support me in 
my new walk that I have started. Many 
thanks for the work that you do for us. 
It’s amazing and a bit hard to compre-
hend. Take care. Thanks.”

“I would like to thank you very much 
for giving me the chance to do the lessons 
of Manga Messiah and to find my way 
and inner peace with God and Jesus. 
I have found the Manga Messiah book 
very helpful to understand the words and 
story of Jesus and have already finished 
reading the book. I am looking forward 
to the next lesson.”

“I just want to say that I am abso-
lutely loving this Bible Study (GTB) and 
hope there is more to come. On another 
note, I would like to talk about getting 

baptized and how would I go about it. 
Would I have to wait until I got out of 
prison?”

“Bless you Crossroads I appreciate your 
feedback. You have helped me to make 
better choices in life. Thank you and bless 
you Crossroads for this lesson (GTB).”

“Thank you for writing back to me 
and getting me involved in your CBI 
Courses. I am currently serving 2 years 
and 3 months for stealing to supply my 
addiction to alcohol. It isn’t nice being in 
prison but as every day goes by without 
a drink I feel better. I am 33 years old 
now and feel I have another chance 
now to live thanks to God being with 
me. Again thank you CBI.”

“This was a very hard lesson (MM) but 
I have been stepping out of my comfort 
zone to get to know about God. Bless 
you and can I have the next lesson. Please 
pray for me to be drug and alcohol as 
well as crime free so I can be a better 
Dad and partner.”

“When I start feeling upset and angry 
towards someone I quietly recite a Scrip-
ture verse or sing a song quietly in my 
head.”

“Thank you for the support letter it 
really motivated me to be strong and 
to keep doing my studies and to keep 
walking the path that I am on now. I have 
faith in my heart that God has a plan 
for me. Thanks to Crossroad for opening 
my heart and my eyes and allowed posi-
tive things into my life. Thank you again 
and God bless the good work you are 
doing. Thank you.”

Please continue to uphold the ministry 
of CBI NZ in your prayers. If you would 
like further information about CBI you 
can contact us at cbi.nz@xtra.co.nz or 
write to Crossroad Bible Institute, P.O. 
Box 11005 HASTINGS 4158

CROSSROAD BIBLE INSTITUTE 
NEW ZEALAND NEWSLETTER 

JUNE 2016
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God’s Glory Alone
by David VanDrunen, Zondervan 
2015
Reviewed by OP pastor Geoff 
Downey

“One never comes to the end of cat-
echizing oneself.”

I don’t know who first said this, if 
anyone, but I think it’s true. I’ll attrib-
ute it to Socrates: “Catechize thyself.”

David VanDrunen’s new book is the 
second in the Five Solas series being pub-
lished from 2015 to 2017 by Zonder-
van. Although it may be disappointing 
to discover that the magisterial Reform-
ers never used these titles, we do find 
them helpful to organize our thinking 
about the essential matters of debate 
since the Protestant Reformation.

VanDrunen expounds this “sola” (soli 
Deo gloria) in Reformed theology and in 
Scripture, and then helps us to see how 
to live for God’s glory today. For a fairly 
short book, this one is rich with Scripture, 
confessional theology, and even some 
historical theology for good measure. 
The author even engages our theology 
practically as we consider living to God’s 
glory in our Bible study, in prayer, and 
in our suffering.

There is more than enough material 
here for extended reflection, despite, as 

he reminds us, the allure of all things im-
mediate in a distracted age. He does a 
fine job of giving a wide swath of ma-
terial to reflect upon in just eight chap-
ters. This book will really help those 
who want both a primer on the subject 
and grist for Sunday school, a reading 
group, or another forum for extended 
study and discussion.

If you are familiar with VanDrunen’s 
writing, you know to expect clear and 
logical thinking. But this work, perhaps 
because he is away from his main areas 
of research and writing, offers many artful 
turns of phrase. Highlighting a subtheme 
throughout the book is this beautiful sen-
tence: “The way of God’s glory winds 
through the lowliness of and desolation 
of Calvary.” Keeping our eyes fixed upon 
the theology of the cross, and avoiding 
a theology of glory, leads to this artful 
line: “When we open Scripture and learn 
that we are lost sinners, and that a God 
of wrath and judgment stands against 
us, the theology of glory becomes but a 
dream extinguished by Scripture’s dawn.” 
This is elegant writing, infused with truth, 
enrapturing both heart and mind.

One warning about the “catechetical” 
quality of the book: some phrases may 
seem clunky due to the proof texting 
or citation of Scripture, confession, or 
some scholar. Do not let this slow you 
down; just follow the flow of thought, 
and you’ll be glad you did. The book 
is worth the price alone for the center 
section on God’s glory in Scripture.

Next year we mark the five hun-
dredth anniversary of the Reformation. 
If the five solas are not brought to the 
foreground, they should be. VanDrunen’s 
book has accomplished one-fifth of this 
catechetical equation for us; the book 
does a fine job of helping us worship 
with both heart and mind.
New Horizons, July 2016

Owen on the Christian Life: Living 
for the Glory of God in Christ 
by Matthew Barrett and Michael  
A. G. Haykin, Crossway 2015 
Reviewed by OP professor Ryan 
M. McGraw

As a minister, I would love to believe 

that everyone in the church would read 
John Owen. There are few men whom 
the Father has used under the Spirit’s 
blessing to impart to my soul a greater 
love for Christ than Owen. I suspect 
that many ministers pray that the Lord 
would enable them to digest the best 
of what they read in order to pass on 
to their congregations even a tenth of 
what the Lord has given to them. In this 
book, Barrett and Haykin invite readers 
to follow Owen on a guided tour of the 
Christian life. They do so with skill and 
simplicity, passing on to their readers 
part of the blessing that the Lord gave 
them in studying Owen’s works.

The topics in this book are well 
chosen. The authors note that it is dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to treat every 
major theme of Owen’s teaching in a 
single volume. However, they reflect 
Owen’s greatest legacy to the church 
by promoting his goal of aiming at the 
personal holiness of their readers. In 
contrast to many modern versions of 
Christian living, the bedrock of Owen’s 
teaching is the Bible, the Trinity, and 
the person of Christ (chapters 2-4). This 
leads to Christ’s glorious work on our 
behalf (chapter 5), God’s sovereignty in 
our salvation (chapter 6), and the ben-
efits of redemption that come to both 

Books in focus
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the individual believer and the church 
(chapters 7-9). The striking way in which 
Owen weaves the highest Christian doc-
trines into warmhearted Christian devo-
tion keeps married what many try to 
divorce in the church today.

The style of this book is simple and 
accessible. The authors summarize Owen 
and digest the best of his thought on 
Christian living. This is not a scholarly 
work that sets Owen rigorously in his 
historical context. Such works have their 
place, and I have profited from them 
more in the long run than less scholarly 
works. Yet not all will have this experi-
ence. Ideas need to be understood in 
context, which requires a lot of work and 
professional skill. Yet ideas also need to 
be appropriated and translated for the 
profit of today’s church. The appendix 
to the book illustrates the value and 
power of ministers digesting Owen and 
mediating his thought to their church-
es. Haykin provides examples from the 
long-time pastor of his own congregation, 
as well as several prominent examples 
from church history. The Lord has used 
a revival of Owen’s Works to bless the 
church numerous times in the past, and 
this reviewer hopes and prays that he 
will do so again and again.

As with any book on Owen’s theol-
ogy, this reviewer hopes that reading 
Owen on the Christian Life will make 
you want to read Owen himself. Yet this 

work strikes at the heart of one of the 
most vital needs of the church today. The 
church needs to recover a vibrant, scrip-
turally informed, Christ-exalting, Trini-
tarian view of Christian living. Owen is 
not the only theologian who ever taught 
these themes, but he taught them better 
than most and he speaks prophetically to 
the needs of the hour. Read this book to 
use Owen for what God designed him 
and all other ministers of the gospel to 
be, namely, instruments of building up 
the church in unity and maturity to the 
fullness of the stature of Christ.
New Horizons, July 2016

Passing Through: Pilgrim Life in 
the Wilderness
by Jeremy Walker, Reformation 
Heritage Books 2015
Reviewed by OP pastor Robert S. 
Arendale

In his book Passing Through: Pilgrim Life 
in the Wilderness, Jeremy Walker clearly 
and biblically addresses a perennial issue 
in the church, namely, the relationship 
between the Christian and the world. As 
the title indicates, Walker expounds the 
theme of the church as a pilgrim people 
passing through the world.

Our identity as pilgrims, he states, 
determines our activity. Chapters 1 and 
2 introduce the topic and lay its theo-

logical foundations. In these chapters, 
Walker sets forth Christ and his engage-
ment with the world as the pattern for 
the Christian (John 17:14-19). He briefly 
describes three flawed relationships 
to the world that the believer should 
avoid: isolation, inattention, and emula-
tion. Instead, the Christian should be a 
pilgrim (Ps. 119:19; 1 Chron. 29:15; 1 
Peter 2:11; Phil. 3:17-4:1; Heb. 11:10, 
13-16; 1 Cor. 10:1-5, 11-12).

In the remaining ten chapters, Walker 
tackles such matters as the environment 
of the pilgrimage (i.e., the world), the 
enemy of the pilgrim (i.e., Satan), the 
attitude of the pilgrim (i.e., faithful-
ness in the fight), and the hope of the 
pilgrim (i.e., the new heavens and the 
new earth).

There is much to commend in this 
work, but I will highlight two areas: 
clarity and balance. First, Walker is a 
clear and engaging writer. His thesis 
is well stated and well argued. Passing 
Through is a book from which both the 
seasoned pastor and the recent convert 
can learn much. Moreover, it is saturated 
with Scripture. Each chapter begins with 
a “Scriptural Framework” and closes with 
“Specific Counsels” (i.e., application). 
Walker’s arguments are grounded in, and 
flow from, biblical teaching. And citing 
such figures as Calvin, Henry, Plumer, 
Spurgeon, and Bunyan, Walker draws 
deeply on our rich, Reformed heritage.

Second, the author strikes a healthy 
balance between “holy separation” and 
“holy engagement.” As he puts it, “Some 
have forgotten that we are in the real 

This delightful collection of poems by John Goris is a testimony to his love for the 
beauty of our Creator, and His wonderful tapestry surrounding us. This is poetry 
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preservation and His ongoing eternal plan. This wiro-bound collection of 71 poems, 
colour images and sketches is a must.

… read … observe … and praise him who created every tree and saved his  
people by the sacrifice of his person as he hung on one of them.  

– Dr Joel Nederhood (Retired minister of the Back to God Hour, USA)

These poems … a great collection full of food for thought!  
– Marit Flinn, (Wellington)

The Wordsmith’s craft, he in his sermons hones,

Now bent to write of nature’s coloured tones.

– John Westendorp, Minister Emeritus, Christian Reformed Churches of Australia
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world, while others have overemphasized 
our expectations in this world.

Some have neglected the ‘not yet’ of 
our existence … others take no account 
of the ‘already’ of our existence” (p. 
33). Such a balance is illustrated in the 
juxtaposition of chapter 8, “Appreciate 
the Beauty,” with chapter 9, “Anticipate 
the Destiny.” Believers are to appreciate 

the goodness and the beauty of God’s 
creation, but recognize that this world 
is not our final home.

There are two areas in which I was 
left wanting more. While Walker does 
touch on Christ as the “Great Pilgrim, 
Pioneer, and Perfecter” of our faith, I 
would have liked to see this theme ad-
dressed more fully. Similarly, while the 

role of the local church in the life of 
the Christian pilgrim is briefly addressed, 
this topic could have been broadened 
and expanded.

I greatly benefited from this work 
and would heartily recommend it to the 
church. It would be an excellent resource 
for any church’s book table.
New Horizons, July 2016

Student for the 
Ministry – Mr 
Graeme Zuidema

Introduction
My name is Graeme Zuidema (b. 1981) 
and I am married to Amanda (b. 1984 
– née van Echten) and we have two 
children, Sarah (b. 2008) and Joshua 
(b. 2009). In 2013 we were sent by the 
Reformed Church of Bishopdale as a 
student for the ministry to the Reformed 

Theological College (RTC), in order to 
complete a four-year Bachelor of The-
ology and Ministry degree. 

Work and life
Before I began studying for the ministry 
I lived and worked in different countries 
and fields. I was born in Korumburra 
in the south of Victoria in Australia. 
Up until the age of 12, I grew up on a 
dairy farm and then I moved with my 
parents and sister to Geelong in Victoria 
in 1992. In 1997 we moved to Hamilton 
in New Zealand, and then at the end 

of 1997 we moved again to Sydney in 
Australia. In 1998 I began working as a 
timber and hardware salesman in South 
Windsor in Sydney and then later as a 
manager. In 2002 I took a four-month 
working holiday to the Netherlands 
where I worked as a production-line-
worker at Scania and a paper-recycling-
worker at Van Gansewinkel. Upon my 
return to Australia I continued in my 
role as a timber and hardware salesman/ 
manager until late 2004. In November 
2004 I moved once more to Foxton in 
New Zealand, where I began working 
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for Mitre 10, and this is also where 
I met Amanda. Amanda and I were 
married in 2006 and then we moved to 
Christchurch, when we, in June 2006, 
began a window cleaning business. We 
sold this window cleaning business at 
the end of 2011 and I began a one-year 
ministry internship with the Reformed 
Church of Bishopdale in 2012.

Christian walk and internal call
During the course of my life I have 
never not believed that Jesus is my Lord 
and Saviour. I had the privilege of being 
brought up in a loving Christian home 
and up to the age of 23 I have been a 
part of the Christian Reformed Churches 
of Australia. Overtime, the Holy Spirit 
has given me a desire (internal call) to 
go into some form of full-time ministry 
from around the age of 18, however 
for many years I supressed this aspira-
tion and wrestled with its authenticity. 
Initially doing my own thing and then 
having a father who is a pastor made 

me question whether this desire was a 
legitimate one. Nonetheless, with the 
steadfast support of Amanda and the 
guidance, care and reassurance shown 
by the Reformed Church of Bishopdale, 
brought me to a point to pursue full-time 
pastoral ministry. This desire was heart-
ened by the Reformed Church of Bish-
opdale’s encouragement and willingness 
to have me serve first as a deacon and 
then as a full-time ministry intern/elder.

Our time in Geelong
Throughout our time here in Geelong 
God continues to grow us by his word 
and Spirit. We attend South Barwon 
Christian Reformed Church’s morning 
worship service and Geelong Christian 
Reformed Church’s evening worship 
service. I have led, and we have hosted, 
a weekly Bible Study that has been a 
great blessing to us, but we also hope 
for those who have attended. In addi-
tion, it has been a delight for me to lead 
worship and preach the gospel regularly 

throughout Victoria in different churches 
and denominations and to lead weekly 
evangelistic presentations on Friday eve-
nings at the RTC.

Our sincere ambition
As our time here in Geelong comes to 
a close we are sad to say goodbye to 
family, friends, our church and a great 
Christian school, but we are looking 
forward to our upcoming vicariate. We 
believe that the vicariate is a wonder-
ful opportunity for us and the church to 
continue to further equip, test, evalu-
ate and, Lord willing, affirm our desire 
to serve him and his people in pastoral 
ministry. It is our sincere ambition, then, 
that wherever the Lord places us that we 
strive to serve him in all aspects of our 
life with a grace-wrought joyful obedi-
ence. It is only in Christ that our hope 
is found and it is for his glory that we 
long to serve and worship him.

For the last 50+ years, we have had a 
fabulous institution called Family camp. 
However, there is a problem with family 
camp – it’s the name. It implies that you 
need to have a family to come. 

From this year onwards Family camp 
will have a new name. Church Camp. 
That’s right – you don’t need a family 
to come. (In fact, you never did).

Church Camp is a fantastic opportu-
nity for the church to live in community 
for a week. There is a godly, mature, at-
mosphere that certainly caters for families 
– but it also caters for the whole church 
community – for singles, retirees, young 
marrieds, solo parents and older youth. 

Retired? You’re always welcome!
At the last camp we had a retired couple 
in our study group - and their presence 
was just gold! They brought a mature 
Godly perspective, and seemed genu-
inely happy to be involved and enjoy-
ing camp. There are a group of retired 
folk who come every year.

Are you more mature in years but 

unsure about coming? You won’t be on 
your own! Hitch up that caravan or tent 
or book a cabin and try it! 

Single? You’re Invited !
Does this describe you? You enjoyed 
youth camp, but it’s not for you anymore. 
Now you don’t go to any camp. In the 
past coming to family camp was intimi-
dating – you don’t have kids in tow or 
a spouse – and what if you were the 
only person in your situation? 

Well Church Camp is about everyone 
in the church community. Interact with 
those your age – or of a different gen-
eration. Meet lots of interesting people 
from all walks of life from all over NZ. 
Get the spiritual “shot in the arm” that 
camps used to give you when you were 
younger. Come join in the church com-
munity for a week – you don’t need a 
spouse or a family! 

What can I expect?
The typical day at church camp has been 
unchanged for years. It looks something 

like this:
8:00 am Breakfast
9:00 am Adults singing / study 

– kids to Kids’ Club
10:00 am Coffee!
12:00 noon Studies & Kids club 

conclude – lunch
1:00 onwards Free time – voluntary 

sports / swimming / 
adventure activities / 
Chatting in the sun

6:00 pm Dinner
8:00 pm Evening devotion then 

free time. 

New Camper Hints
There are lots of fantastic Christians from 
all walks of life to meet – but a whole 
week of meeting new people can be 
exhausting for some. It’s a good idea to 
have at least one good friend at camp 
that you can relax with. So rope your 
bestie into coming as well. 

It’s fine at camp to take some time 
out if you need it – no one is going to 

Church Camp
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World in focus

London’s Iconic Red 
Buses To Declare 
‘Glory To Allah’
Britain’s largest Islamic charity says it 
wants to “break down barriers” and 
portray Islam positively by launching a 
new advertising campaign which will 
slap the phrase “glory to Allah” on the 
side of London buses.

The new campaign by Islamic Relief 
is, ostensibly, targeted at raising dona-
tions for their Ramadan aid to Syria, 
but is attracting attention for the “hun-
dreds” of buses which will be decorat-
ed with the phrase “Subhan’Allah”, or 
‘Glory to Allah’.

Muslims reading the advert are told 
that to “gather the rewards of Ramadan”, 
they must donate to Islamic Relief, an 
organisation which had its accounts with 
banking giant HSBC closed after “con-
cerns that cash for aid could end up 
with terrorist groups abroad”. ...

Public transport has been chosen 
for the Islamic re-branding in London, 
Manchester, Leicester, Birmingham, 

come chasing you because you need a 
sleep in or skip a particular activity. 

Chat to someone at your church 
who is familiar with Church Camp be-
forehand. They can probably answer 
questions or perhaps you can join their 
campsite as a base. 

The Invitation
The name change is an invitation to 
welcome our whole church commu-
nity (with or without a family) to come 
to camp. Enjoy the interaction, the fel-
lowship, the freedom, the sports, the 
river, the food, the studies, the games, 
the singing – but most of all the com-
munity of believers. 

If you do have a family – come! There 
is no anticipated change to the actual 
Church Camp format – only the name. 

When? 
27th of December 2016 to the 3rd of 
January 2017
Where? 
Finlay Park Adventure Camp
117 Finlay Road
RD 2, Cambridge 
www.finlaypark.co.nz

Get more details at the website at:  
www.rcnzonline.com/familycamp/

Martin Leenders

and Bradford – all UK locations with 
high and growing Muslim populations, 
reports the Sunday Times.

That the announcement of the new 
campaign came the day after London 
crowned its first Muslim leader, Mayor 
Sadiq Khan. Islamic Relief called it a 
“nice irony” that the two events co-
incided.

Imran Madden, a British convert to 
Islam and director of Islamic Relief’s 
United Kingdom Branch said: “There 
is a lot of negativity around Muslims 
at the moment involving things such 
as counterterrorism issues.

“We want to change for the better 
the perception of Islam. The bus cam-
paign is about breaking down barriers 
and challenging misconceptions”.

Mr. Madden, a former geography 
teacher, said he hoped the posters 
would help start a “conversation” in 
Britain but made no reference to the evi-
dently supremacist nature of the phrase 
“Glory to Allah” – often mistranslated 
as “Glory to God” by Western media 
outlets, in the same tradition as “Allah 
hu Akbar”, which rather than meaning 
“God is Great” actually means “[Our] 
God (Allah) is greater [than yours]”.

And while the Times omits the back-
ground of Islamic Relief in their report-
ing, they do admit the posters may “raise 
eyebrows” among Christians in Britain.

A major 2008 controversy was the 
purchasing tens of thousands of pounds 
worth of advertising space on the 
sides of London buses to promote the 
message “there is probably no God”.

Rejecting the message, the Russian 
Orthodox Church booked bus adverts 
in London in response, declaring “There 
IS a God, BELIEVE. Don’t worry and 
enjoy your life”, reported the Guard-
ian at the time.

Other Christian groups have fared 
less well with London buses. Then-
mayor Boris Johnson stepped in to ban a 
message by a Christian group in response 
to a pro-gay advertising campaign. After 
Stonewall told Londoners “Some People 
are gay. Get Over It!” Core Issues Trust, 
a group which promotes the curing of 
homosexuals sought to write on the side 
of buses: “Not gay, ex-gay, post-gay and 
Proud. Get over it”.
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The decision was challenged, but not 
ultimately found to be unlawful, although 
Mr. Johnson was accused of having made 
the move to win over gay voters to the 
Conservatives.

Breitbart London reported in Novem-
ber on a snubbed campaign launched by 
the Church of England, which featured the 
Lord’s Prayer. England’s state church had 
sought to screen the 60-second slot, which 
featured a farmer, a weightlifter, gospel 
singers, children, and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury praying before the new Star 
Wars film but were banned by cinemas.

Although it was passed for publication 
by the British Board of Film Classification 
and the Cinema Advertising Authority, it 
was blocked by the Digital Cinema Media 
(DCM) agency which controls advertis-
ing for Britain’s biggest cinema chains 
including Odeon, Vue and Cineworld. 
The company claimed they didn’t want 
to offend non-Christians.

The Church of England called the de-
cision “chilling in terms of free speech”.
http://www.breitbart.com/

British Labour Party rocked 
by Nazi row

German ReichI was struck with a mysteri-
ous sense of déjà vu when, having spent 
much of the afternoon researching the 
life and times of Theodor Herzl, inspi-
ration for the Jewish nation, I heard on 
the news that a red-hot political row had 
broken out in the UK over anti-Semitism.

I had just been witnessing movie 
scenes1 of the shocking racist incidents 
that probably drove Herzl into an early 
grave as he vowed to do something 
about it.

Yet now, some 120 years after his 
campaign to establish a Jewish national 
home got off the ground, anti-Semitism 
is still rife in Europe’s corridors of power.

The Labour Party, Britain’s official op-
position which has traditionally had the 
support of most Jews, is reeling from the 
shockwaves of anti-Jewish feeling ex-
pressed by some of its leading figures.

First we heard of the resignation of an 
Oxford University Labour group leader 
sickened by anti-Semitism in its ranks, 
then we learnt of Bradford West MP, Naz 
Shah, a young Labour councilor who was 
forced to resign after it emerged she had 
tweeted that Hitler was “the greatest man 
in history.”

And now former London Mayor Ken 
Livingstone, who has been dubbed “Red 
Ken” by some of the British media, has 
taken to the airwaves to defend a Labour 

MP suspended on similar grounds.
After claiming Hitler was a Zionist 

who, in 1932, believed Jews should be 
moved to Israel, Mr. Livingstone invoked 
a tirade of invective not only from op-
ponents, but from many within his own 
party including a Nottinghamshire MP, 
John Mann, who confronted him in the 
street and called him a “disgusting, lying 
racist” and “Nazi apologist”.2

Around 30 Labour MPs, including 
several Shadow Cabinet members, de-
manded Mr Livingstone be expelled from 
the party (he has been suspended) and 
there was outrage over the decision by 
Mr Corbyn to issue a public telling off to 
Mr. Mann. Party chief whip Rosie Win-
terton (my own MP, as it happens) is said 
to have refused to suspend Mr. Mann.

Labour peer Lord Dubs – who escaped 
the Nazis as a child through Britain’s 
Kindertransport scheme – is “enormously 
troubled” by the row. “What we need is 
firm leadership; the leadership has been a 
bit slow in responding (to anti-Semitism),” 
he told a British TV news program.

And Jewish Labour donor David Abra-
hams, who has given £650,000 to the 
party, called for Mr. Corbyn to resign, 
saying a new leader was needed to cut 
out the “cancer” of anti-Semitism.3

As for Mr. Livingstone’s claim, histori-
an Andrew Roberts says it’s a “grotesque 
mangling of the historical record”, adding: 
“The idea that Hitler ever wanted a fully-
functioning successful Jewish state in Pal-
estine ...is ludicrous.”4

Mr. Corbyn, for his part, who has re-
ferred to terror groups Hamas and Hez-
bollah as “friends”, denies the party is 
in crisis.

The chilling aspect of all this is that it 
is not something taking place in a dark 
corner. It’s in the public square, at the 
very centre of British politics. And I have 
a hunch what lies behind it.

The root cause, I believe, is the growing 
godlessness in the nation, and especially 
in the Labour Party. What a travesty for 
a political movement launched by devout 
Christians like Keir Hardie determined 
to let their faith make a difference to 
society by campaigning for a fairer share 
of wealth, for example. But what moti-
vates them now?

People who are godless hit out at 
those who are special to God. That’s 
what happened in Hitler’s case; it led to 
mass murder and mayhem, but ended in 
disaster and defeat for the dictator and 
his people.

Steven Jaffe, a member of the UK’s 
Jewish Board of Deputies, made this point 

earlier in the year when he said that the 
Holocaust had been spawned by godless-
ness and the rejection of faith.

He said the exodus from Egypt was 
immediately followed by the battle with 
Amalek, who had no reason to attack 
Israel. There was no territorial dispute 
or history of conflict, for example. And 
they attacked the sick and the elderly – 
those who were most vulnerable. (Deu-
teronomy 25.17-18)

Ken Livingstone “The conflict with 
Amalek is not over,” he said. Amalek 
denied God and his power in the same 
way the Nazis did, and the latter mir-
rored their lack of mercy.

The poisonous view that God does 
not exist naturally leads to godless behav-
ior and thought. Pledges of never letting 
another Holocaust occur are not enough, 
in my opinion; without a recovery of 
faith in the God of Israel, there can be 
no guarantee that it won’t happen again.

The only safe place to be – in the long 
term – is in God’s hands, doing his work. 
I challenge the Labour Party to return to 
its Judeo-Christian roots.

1 It is no dream (from the Moriah Films collection 
of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre)

2 Daily Mail April 29 2016
3 Daily Mail April 29 2016
4 Ibid
Charles Gardner | Assist News

Jonathan Cahn calls out 
Obama for ‘striking down’ 
God’s Law
Rabbi Jonathan Cahn has called out Presi-
dent Barack Obama and Supreme Court 
justices for overruling “the rulings of the 
Most High” regarding marriage.

The author of The Harbinger and 
The Mystery of the Shemitah made the 
remarks during a pointed speech and 
powerful prayer on Capitol Hill at the 
“Washington: A Man of Prayer” event 
last Wednesday.

“The last time we gathered here on this 
hill was the day after the Supreme Court 
heard the case to decide the future of 
marriage in this nation,” Cahn recalled in 
the speech. “Two months after we gath-
ered here, America’s highest court struck 
down the order of God, and the day on 
which it did was the 9th of Tammuz, the 
ancient day of mourning that commemo-
rates the day that Israel’s hedge of pro-
tection was removed, and the approach 
of judgment.”

“And so it must be asked this day, 
‘Supreme Court justices, where did you 
get the authority to overrule the rulings of 
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the Most High?’” Cahn questioned. “And 
by what authority did you strike down 
the laws of the Almighty? You are neither 
the highest court nor the final authority. 
There is a Supreme Judge with a Supreme 
Justice that does not sleep forever.”

Cahn also questioned the actions of 
President Obama.

“And Mr. President when you assumed 
the office of your presidency, did you not 
lay your hand on the Word of God and 
swear before Him, ‘So help me, God’? 
And yet on the day that the Supreme 
Court struck down the order of God, you 
issued the order that the White House be 
illumined by the colors of the rainbow to 
celebrate that striking down,” Cahn said.

“Mr. President, by what authority did 
you take the sacred colors of God’s cov-
enant, the colors of His throne, and the 
sign of His mercy in the face of judgment 
and turn them against the purposes of 
God and the Word of God on which you 
swore your oath?” he continued.

Cahn also compared America to 
ancient Israel in his speech.
CBN

Former Facebook staffers: 
‘conservative news is 
deliberately suppressed’

Facebook is being accused of fiddling with 
its formulas to suppress conservative news.

That’s what some unnamed former 
Facebook workers told the tech site 
Gizmodo – and it’s an accusation that 
strikes at the heart of the social network’s 
credibility.

Facebook relies on computer algo-
rithms to determine what is “trending,” 
an influential designation that inevitably 
boosts traffic for what are deemed the 
hottest topics. But unbeknown to much 
of the public, Facebook hires journalists 
to tweak these formulas, and this is where 
the question of political bias has erupted.

Gizmodo reports that Facebook “rou-
tinely suppressed news stories of inter-
est to conservative readers,” according 
to a former journalist who worked on 
the trending designations. And several 
former Facebook “news curators” told the 
website that they were told to “inject” 
certain topics into the trending list, even 
if they weren’t popular enough to warrant 
making the crucial list.

Depending on who was on duty, 
said the unnamed conservative ex-cu-
rator, citing fear of retribution from the 
company, “things would be black-listed 
or trending ... I’d come on shift and I’d 
discover that CPAC or Mitt Romney or 

Glenn Beck or popular conservative topics 
wouldn’t be trending because either the 
curator didn’t recognise the news topic 
or it was like they had a bias against 
Ted Cruz.”

Facebook denies any political bias. A 
spokesperson said in a statement: “We 
take allegations of bias very seriously. 
Facebook is a platform for people and 
perspectives from across the political 
spectrum. Trending Topics shows you 
the popular topics and hashtags that are 
being talked about on Facebook. There 
are rigorous guidelines in place for the 
review team to ensure consistency and 
neutrality. These guidelines do not permit 
the suppression of political perspectives.”
NEWS.COM.AUS

A reunion story

In the days following the late-February 
massacre at Agatu village in the state of 
Benue, a correspondent for World Watch 
Monitor traveled with a group of journal-
ists and humanitarian agencies into Ni-
geria’s northeast. It’s a region where the 
Islamist Boko Haram insurgency is active, 
and where many thousands of Nigerians 
live in camps for Internally Displaced 
Persons, or IDPs.

There, our correspondent had an un-
forgettable encounter, and related it to 
us this way:
“I asked the camp manager at the church 
IDP camp if there had ever been a 
success story of a reunion. She said yes 
just yesterday, a Christian man who had 
been missing for almost three years and 
presumed dead had been found – alive!

“The family had already resigned them-
selves to his death after Boko Haram at-
tacked their home town, massacred over 
1,000 people and declared it an Islamic 
caliphate.

“His wife heard a rumor that he was 
sighted in the since-recaptured town. She 
left her children in the refugee camp and 
went in search of him. I saw him liter-
ally hours after his reunion with them.

“His story was mindboggling. He had 
spent the entire time hiding in caves. He 
never made it to Cameroun like some 
others. His hands were calloused from 
striking rocks to make fire.

“Peter is happy not only to be alive 
but to be reunited with his family. This 
is one of the most heartwarming things I 
have ever seen in a refugee camp – his 
beaming daughter. I have never seen a 
‘cave man’ survivor before.”
World Watch Monitor

Woman with germ phobia 
euthanised for mental 
health problems in Holland
A Dutch woman with a phobia of germs 
is among scores of people who have been 
offered euthanasia for mental health prob-
lems in the Netherlands.

Last year, 56 people classed as being 
mentally ill opted to terminate their lives, 
while the End of Life Clinic in Amsterdam 
currently has more than 1,234 applica-
tions for euthanasia by patients suffering 
from mental health conditions including 
psychological trauma and dementia.

The controversial decision to terminate 
the lives of people with mental as well as 
physical illness was highlighted last week 
after the Dutch Euthanasia Commission 
released details of a sexual abuse victim 
in her 20s who was legally allowed to 
end her life in Holland.

Its director Steven Pleiter confirmed to 
the Daily Mail that the first mental health 
patient euthanised at the clinic after it 
opened in 2012 was a woman with a 
crippling phobia of germs.

The 54-year-old had reportedly been 
controlled by her phobia, and satisfied 
the necessary criteria for mental health 
patients requesting euthanasia, which 
include requesting euthanasia to a doctor 
who regards the patient as medically un-
treatable and having the case presided 
over by an ethics committee who make 
the ultimate decision.

Mr Pleiter told the Daily Mail: “One 
of the reasons the clinic was set up was 
to help the ‘forgotten ones’ who wish for 
euthanasia but get denied it.

‘This is a huge group: those with de-
mentia, the elderly with no clear medical 
diagnosis and those with psychological 
problems.’

‘If someone has cancer and the prog-
nosis is poor, doctors will shorten their 
suffering by euthanasia.

‘But if you cannot see what a patient 
is dying of, or know when they will die 
– it could be many years ahead if the 
person is mentally ill – then the doctors 
find it more difficult to decide whether 
to end a life.”

There is currently no option for as-
sisted dying in the UK, with euthanasia 
voted against in Parliament last year by 
336 to 118.
The Independent
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Missions in focus

The Reformed Churches Bible College in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea  
is looking for a Principal.

The RCBC was established in 2007 and has been blessed with many graduates, who are able to serve the PNG churches in 
many capacities including elders and most recently as ordained pastors.

The successful candidate must have a teaching and administration background as well as a strong desire to serve the 
Lord on the Mission field. They must be able to write, present and evaluate the current curriculum and make changes for 
furture enhancements. The candidate must be adaptable and culturally sensitive and must also have the ability and desire 
to learn another language and culture. This rewarding position will be strongly supported by the team on the field and by the 
supporting federations’ mission boards.

If you are interested, please contact Carol Griffioen at 9 Regis Drive, North York,  
Ontario, Canada, M2M 3J4 or at carolgriffioen@yahoo.ca

Biblical online mission to the 
French-speaking world
Over the last few years, it has been my 
privilege to be in contact with ministers 
from the Reformed churches in Pretoria, 
South Africa and St-Georges, Quebec, 
Canada. What makes my contact with 
them unique, is that, they are involved 
in providing biblical study material on a 
world-wide basis.

The Reformational Study Centre (S.A.) 
provides study material throughout Africa 
and Asia. The study library in Quebec, 
Ressources chrétiennes (Christian Library) 
provides study material to wherever 
French is the spoken language. Our 
very own Faith in Focus has also been 
incorporated into the resource material 
of these two organisations, even if only 
on a small basis.

Below, is an excerpt of a letter from 
the Rev. Paulin Bédard, of the latest de-
velopments in this unique ministry – I 
think you will find this interesting. Ed.

… Our small church in Quebec (St-
Georges de Beauce) now has a website 

that is an online Christian Library, more 
or less similar to what Jopie vander 
Linden is doing with their “Christian 
Study Library” (http://www.christian-
studylibrary.org/). The name of our 
website is Ressources chrétiennes, you 
may have a look here: http://www.res-
sourceschretiennes.com/. I am in charge 
of the project, but the Reformational 
Study Centre in Pretoria is helping us 
significantly. They have offered us to host 
the website for free, to create it and to 
help us with the technical aspects. The 
content of the website is under the su-
pervision of my consistory who has given 
me the responsibility to develop it.

We are excited by its development. 
We now have 2000 articles, includ-
ing teaching material for young people 
and adults, and training material for 
office-bearers, all in French, and it is 
growing every month. Readers from 
Quebec, French Europe (France, Swit-
zerland, Belgium), the Caribbean (Haiti, 
Martinique), USA, and French Africa 

(several countries) are regularly visit-
ing the website, some of them write 
to me, thanking us for these resources. 
There is a church in Congo that has or-
ganised a study center that they have 
called “Centre d’études Ressources chré-
tiennes”. They print our material and 
invite church leaders from other churches 
in their area to read, study and discuss 
the material! Others use documents as 
teaching material in their local churches, 
etc. An influencial pentecostal church 
leader in one African country, not happy 
with the doctrines he had received, dis-
covered our website and found sound 
doctrine. Through email exchange with 
him, I suggested he contact people from 
the Reformed churches in his country, 
which he has done. I don’t know the 
details, but through this exchange, his 
group of churches might form a closer 
bond with the Reformed churches there. 
There are other encouraging examples 
that show that the Lord is really at work 
in this project, and I am very grateful that 
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Contrast is the mother of clarity. So says 
author Os Guinness, and this principle is 
what ultimately led me away from Islam 
and towards the gospel. 

As a young Muslim in the West, our 
community very intentionally defended 
me against Christianity, the majority re-
ligion. The first verses of the Koran that 
I and the other young children at our 
mosque memorised proclaimed that 
God is neither Father nor Son (based 
on Surah 112:3).  

Traditions informed us that this teach-
ing makes up a third of the Koran (Sahih 
Muslim 812), so we recited it every day. 

By the age of six, I had recited, ‘God 
is not a Father, God is not a Son’ thou-
sands of times. It is no wonder I became 
a bold opponent of the Trinity.  

We were also taught that Muhammad 
was God’s greatest messenger; the most 
perfect man who ever lived. We learnt 
the story of his life and did our utmost 
to follow it. We emulated him to such a 
degree that we even attempted to walk 
into the lavatory the way he did. The 
reverence we accorded him was barely 
secondary to our reverence for Allah.

Although Islam teaches that the Bible 
and the Koran originated from God, we 
were effectively instructed that they were 
polar opposites: the Bible has been pol-
luted, the Koran remains pristine; the 
Bible is partially the word of man, the 
Koran is purely the word of God; the 
Bible contains contradictions, the Koran 
is completely coherent; the Bible leads 
to confusion, the Koran leads to life.

So, as a young Muslim I ardent-
ly called others to the way of Islam. I 
was certain of its truth. My confidence 
in Islam translated into zeal for Allah, 

Muhammad, the Koran and sharia. But 
contrast is the mother of clarity.

Doubting the Koran
I met a young Christian named David, 
and we quickly became firm friends due 
to our common morals and devotion. 
The time came when I challenged him 
on the reliability of the Bible, and I had 
finally met someone who was equipped 
to defend his faith.  

Ultimately, he challenged me to con-
trast the history of the Bible with that 
of the Koran. It was then that I discov-
ered there had been so much dispute 
over the Koran early in its history that 
an official edict established one stand-
ard Koran and ordered all the rest de-
stroyed (Sahih Bukhari 6:61:509-510). 
There was no occasion for the Bible to 
have been officially altered throughout 
Christendom, but there was certainly oc-
casion for the Koran to have been modi-
fied throughout the House of Islam, and 
records remain of old variants that testify 
to former versions.

While discussing the Bible and the 

The 
convert: 
why I left 
Islam to 
follow 
Jesus

Former Muslim Nabeel 
Qureshi explains how his 
search for the truth about 
Jesus in scripture led to 
his conversion.

through this humble ministry, these re-
sources are being used in several places 
all over the world.

There are just a few articles from Faith 
in Focus that have been translated so far 
(you will find them here: http://www.
ressourceschretiennes.com/taxonomy/
term/1580), and I am not translating 

anything anymore at this moment. I am 
too busy gathering, preparing and posting 
existing articles in French. But we pray 
that one day we may hire a translator 
to help increase the number of articles 
available in French.

The Canadian Reformed Church in 
Owen Sound (Canada) is financially 

supporting my work for this project. 
Donations may be sent to: Owen Sound 
Canadian Reformed Church – Mission 
Board, P.O. Box 304, Owen Sound, 
Ontario, Canada, N4K 5P5. 

Thank you and may the Lord bless 
your own ministry.
Paulin Bédard
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Koran, I also challenged David on the 
divine authority of Jesus. He responded 
to my points, but he also challenged 
me to contrast my arguments with a 
case for the authority of Muhammad. 
It was then that I realised my standards 
for criticising the origins of Christianity 
would raze the foundations of Islam if 
I applied them consistently.  

Though I doubted the reliability of 
the Gospels, written in the lifetime of 
Jesus’ disciples, the entire edifice of the 
Sirah (various traditional Muslim biogra-
phies of Muhammad) rested on accounts 

from 150-250 years after his death. The 
earliest account of Muhammad’s life is 
only known to us because one devout 
Muslim preserved it, and he uses no 
uncertain words to say that what he re-
ceived contained fabrications and false 
reports (Ibn Hisham, who edited Ibn 
Ishaq’s Sirah Rasul Allah).  

By contrast, the case for Jesus’ death, 
deity and resurrection was very strong, 
built on early records that were most 
coherently explained by orthodox Chris-
tian positions. It was through this con-
trast that matters became clear.  

The case for crucifixion  
While still contemplating these issues as 
a Muslim, I attended a debate between 
a Christian called Michael Licona and a 
Muslim called Shabir Ally on the topic 
of Jesus’ resurrection. A trend in Ally’s 
thinking emerged through the course of 
the debate, and what I saw shook me.  

Multiple ancient sources report Jesus’ 
death by crucifixion, including Jewish, 
Gentile, and Christian records. These 
reports are so numerous and the sur-
rounding circumstances so clear that 
even atheist and agnostic scholars say 
Jesus’ crucifixion is among the surest 
facts of history. But with excessive scep-
ticism, one can deny anything. Ally ad-
vanced the koranic view of Jesus: that, 
despite all the reports, Jesus did not die 
by crucifixion.  

But what reason is there to stand by 
the koranic claims about Jesus when all 
the other records disagree? The Koran 
was written 600 years after Jesus and 600 
miles away. The only reason to believe 
the Koran is an a priori faith in Islam. 
That is why only Muslim scholars deny 
Jesus’ death by crucifixion. Ally was very 
sceptical with the Christian case but not 
nearly as critical of the Islamic perspec-
tive. No contrast, just one-sided criticism.  

Reaching Muslims today  
That was 2004, and I continue to see the 
same trend among proselytising Muslims 
today: constant criticism of Christianity 
in the face of rather uncritical accept-
ance of Islam. I see many young men 
zealously championing Islam, and they 
remind me endearingly and dishearten-
ingly of my younger self. I see them as 
sincere, honest, devout young men who 
usually haven’t seen an equal treatment 
of these two faiths.  

Is there no one to befriend them, as 
David befriended me? Is anyone praying 
for them, as David’s church prayed for 
me? Is anyone loving them as Jesus 
would, with both compassion and truth?  

Through dialogue, these young men, 
precious to God, might come to see 
that the Christian view of Jesus is much 
earlier, more coherent, and better evi-
denced than the Muslim view of Jesus. 
They might come to see that Islam 
is built on much weaker foundations 
than Christianity. In turn, they might 
stop leading people away from Jesus 
and instead become evangelists for the 
gospel. It happened to me, and it can 
happen to them. 
www.premierchristianity.com, 2015

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Engineering (Electronics) Trainee 

 
 
This is a tremendous opportunity for a person with an already keen interest in 
technology and wanting to make a caree in this exciting industry. To help ensure 
this happens, the successful candidate will be required to successfully complete 
the New Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Electronics) (Level 6), studing part-
time at Wintec (Course no. SC1101).   
 
To fill this position, we are now seeking applications from school leavers to NZ 
Registered Electricians, who would not be required to complete the Diploma. 
 
We see ourselves as a ‘technology based’ company providing innovative and 
cost-effective solutions for our clients in Hamilton and Waikato Region. 
 
The successful candidate would work in the full range of installation and 
maintenance services the company provides. These include security alarms, 
access control, CCTV, C-Bus and Crestron automation systems, structured 
cabling, AV systems, MATV, intercoms and automatic gates.   
 
To be successful in this role you will need to demonstrate that you: 

 Are physically fit and in good health 
 Possess a positive personality and a willing ‘can-do’ attitude 
 Possess good interpersonal and communication skills 
 Are able to deliver good customer service 
 Are organised and naturally give attention to detail 
 Are committed to maintaining strict confidentiality 
 Are a fast learner and posess the commitment needed to meet deadlines 
 Are able to work as an effective member of our friendly team 

 
Applicants will need to possess a current NZ Driver’s License.   
 
Remuneration package is based on your experience, qualifications and skill set.  
The position is available for immediate start. 
 
The company is privately owned and holds strongly to Christian values including 
honesty, integrity and respect.  You would need to be comfortable working in this 
environment and show a commitment to these values.  
 
To apply, please send your written application stating why you believe you are the 
right person for this position together with your current CV (with a list of character 
and employer referees), copy of your Record of Learning (NCEA results or other 
higher learning achievements) to Colin Young at colin@arc.net.nz 
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