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Marriage is not highly esteemed in our society. In fact, it may be doubtful
that through the ages, it has ever been held in high regard. I remember
when I was some 45 years younger and listening to the conversations of
older unbelieving men with whom I worked, they didn’t paint a very
encouraging picture of marriage at all. However, there were some among
them who did esteem marriage – though possibly not for the same reasons
as the Christian. But over the centuries, there have always been challenges
to marriage.
A most disturbing trend today is the way the television industry is
exploiting marriage in the most tasteless way possible. Take “Marriage at
First Sight” for example. Here is a group of men and women who agree to
take part in an extreme experiment. Each “covenants legal marriage with a
complete stranger”. And they produce a reality programme which exploits
the vulnerabilities of men and women who it seems would like to find the
perfect partner in life. I believe such a programme is a direct attack on
marriage and what it means. This is only one example of many other things
that appear on TV that may undermine marriage.
In the last few decades, government ministers have not upheld the sanctity
of marriage by their own example and they have passed legislation which
also seriously undermines its value.
An extremely serious challenge to marriage is the increased availablility
of pornography on the internet. Then there is what could be deemed soft
pornography through advertising that one can view on TV or online. Have
a re-read of pastor Joshua Flinn’s article in the 2019 September issue of
Faith in Focus. There he explains quite clearly the danger and destruction
that occurs when one is addicted – how it may and has destroyed marriages
– even Christian marriages.
Then there may be any number of other issues which present challenges
to our marriages. Alcoholism, addiction to drugs, sport, work, other friendships,
selfishness, dishonesty, the list could go on.
So, how is it with you, dear married Christian? Are you seeking to nurture
that most biblical relationship that you have with your spouse? Does, it
exemplify that mystical union between Christ and his church?
Our contributors provide valuable articles for our edification. They certainly
are not based upon what the world thinks about marriage.
Mr John Haverland reflects on what keeps marriages strong.
Mr Martin and Mrs Moana Leenders list 28 ways to protect your marriage.
Mrs Sally Davey considers the usefulness of the later decades of our lives.
Mr Clayton Spronk (minister in a Protestant Reformed Congregation in
Michigan, USA) scrutinises the shift in morality.
Mrs Joanna Voschezang reflects on suffering.
Focus on faith with J C Ryle, Letters from New Zealand with the late
Dirk Vanderpyl, Gleanings from around the churches and book reviews with
some excellent suggestions for the avid reader.
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Challenges in marriage
JOHN HAVERLAND

My meditations on
marriage

I am writing this article in the first week
of September. Three days ago our wider
Haverland family buried my father. He
died at the age of 88. He had been
married twice. His first marriage of 47
years was to my mother, Johanna
Haverland-Kroon. Mum died suddenly
and unexpectedly in 1999 just after her
70th birthday. Within a year dad
remarried, this time to Elly HaverlandWillemse, who had been a widow for
14 years. They hoped the Lord would
grant them a few years together. Our
gracious God gave them 19 happy and
blessed years of marriage. Altogether my
father was married for 66 years of his
88 years on earth, in two happy
consecutive marriages.
My wife and I have been married for
37 years. We are well behind my father
but, I suspect, well ahead of many of

you who are reading this. Harriet and I
enjoy a very happy marriage. No marriage is perfect because it is the union of
two sinners, but my wife loves me, in
spite of my sins, supports me, helps me
and is a wonderful pastor’s wife!
With these matters in mind I offer my
meditations on marriage. I’ll give each
one a heading.
Show mercy
In my study I have more than 30 books
on marriage (I just did a quick count),
all from a Christian perspective. One of
the more recent books I bought is titled,
When Sinners say “I Do”, written by
Dave Harvey. It is not your typical book
on marriage; it doesn’t have chapters
on the roles of husband and wife, or
communication, or finance, or raising
children. Rather it has chapters on the
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deep seated sins in our hearts, on how
we are quick to blame our spouse for
what goes wrong, and on the need to
show mercy and to extend forgiveness. It
is a fine book because it exposes the
selfishness of our hearts and how that
affects our marriages. The author urges
us to not use “the old recipe (pour
accusation into conversation, add a cup
of defensiveness, stir with angry glances,
heat at increasing volume, repeat often)”
but to use “the new organic recipe:
Magnificent Mercy!” Marriages are
mended and magnified by mercy. We
need to “be kind and compassionate to
one another, forgiving each other, just as
in Christ God forgave you”.

Sadly many couples
and families spend
their evenings in front
to the TV, or the
computer screen, or
on their tablet or
phone. I say, sadly,
because if everyone is
focused on their
screen there is little
opportunity to talk or
interact together.

4

Talk together
In November 1990 I wrote an article for
Faith in Focus on Maintaining a Healthy
Marriage. Back then we had only been
married for eight years – practically newlyweds! We were serving in Bucklands
Beach but had accepted a call to
Bishopdale. I kept this article in my files
and have just re-read it; I began by
explaining that my wife and I had been
out together that week to a little cafe.
We needed time to talk together because
of the tensions associated with deciding
about calls, the emotions of saying
goodbye, and the busyness of life with a
new baby and three other young children.
We needed time to discuss these issues
and process these emotions. Now we are
some 30 years on, and our family situation
has changed, but we still need time to
talk together.
Early on in our ministry in Pukekohe
we agreed that we would usually go out
for a coffee together on a Monday morning. A change of church caused us to take
stock and evaluate my work and our marriage. We realised we needed time to
talk. I take Saturdays as my day off,
Sundays are a busy day of leading worship and preaching, and a Monday morning coffee together gives us opportunity to
reflect, communicate, and plan for the
week ahead. After my relationship with
God my relationship with my wife must
be my next priority. Breakdowns in other
ministry couples made me realise that if I
had no marriage I would have no ministry.
Harriet and I enjoy walking and so
most days we will get out for a walk together, either during the day or in the
evening after I have returned from a visit
or a meeting. This kills two birds with one
stone: it gives us exercise and time to talk.

All of us who are married need to set
aside time to talk together. It is easy to
neglect this in our busy lives, with pressing work commitments, and the care of
our children. In the hectic hurry of our
lives it is easy to be ships passing in the
night, hardly seeing, and seldom speaking
to each other. If this goes on over time we
gradually drift apart until we become
strangers to one another, living in the
same house. I encourage you to set aside
time together to communicate effectively.
Read together
Sadly many couples and families spend
their evenings in front to the TV, or the
computer screen, or on their tablet or
phone. I say, sadly, because if everyone
is focused on their screen there is little
opportunity to talk or interact together.
Also, sadly, because there is little on TV
that is worth watching, and there is much
on the internet that is dangerous (more
on this later). I’m often out in the evenings
but when I am home we’ll often read a
book together. Harriet enjoys
cross-stitching so typically she will
cross-stitch and I will read. We love the
stories of the Yorkshire Vet James Herriot,
but we also read Christian books, most
recently Pilgrim’s Progress. Of course, the
best book to read is the Bible! We do
that after breakfast, reading the Bible and
a devotional book. It is surprising what
you can accomplish by reading devotional
books, day after day, year after year. After
dinner we read the Bible itself. Again it
is impressive with what you can cover by
keeping this up as a regular practice. Read
together.
Pray together
On home visits our elders often ask
couples if they pray together.
Unfortunately some couples do not.
Maybe this is not surprising as prayer is
a difficult and rigorous spiritual discipline.
We need to pray our own prayers, by
ourselves, but in marriage we also need
to pray with each other. Harriet and I
find that praying aloud together in our
breakfast and dinner devotions is a great
help for both of us. We pray for each
other, for members of our congregation,
for other people we know – both Christian
and non-Christian. Marriage is the closest
human relationship we have on this earth
and what better way to express and
deepen this than to pray together. If you
do not do this as a couple I encourage
you to discuss this together and begin to
do so – today!
Be jealous. This heading could be mis-
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interpreted. Jealousy is often sinful and
ungodly and we frequently fall into it. In
marriage a spouse can be obsessively jealous and over-react if the other acknowledges or talks to another man or woman.
This is unhealthy and over protective. But
there is a right and proper jealousy. God
is a jealous God and he wants us to love
him above anything and anyone else. The
apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in
Corinth, “I am jealous for you with a
godly jealousy. I promised you to one
husband, to Christ, so that I might present
you as a pure virgin to him.” He was
afraid that false teachers in the church
might lead them astray from a sincere and
pure devotion to Christ. This applies to us
in our human marriages here on earth. As
husbands and wives we need to be jealous of the love of our spouse and protective of our affection for each other. There
are temptations all around us and we
need to guard our eyes, hearts, minds and
our love. We need a pure, protective and
righteous jealousy.
Guard your eyes
In my ministry over the past 35 years I
have had the privilege of conducting more
than 80 weddings. Most of these couples
are still together. In the past decade,
however, we are fading another great
challenge to our Christian marriages. The
world is pressing in on us with its
temptations, especially in the area of
pornography. This has always been a
temptation, especially for men. It used to
come via the printed medium, then
television, and then through dial up
internet on desk top computers. Now it
is available through high speed internet
connections direct to your smartphone.
You can watch pornographic videos at
any time and place for as long as you
want to. Once you are hooked it is highly
addictive and causes significant damage
to your brain. The effects of this are
massively destructive to the person who
is addicted and to their marriage and their
children. Make no mistake: pornography
is adultery; it is the sin of lust. Jesus urges
you to deal thoroughly and drastically
with this sin. If you are tempted by this
in any way at all sign up to Covenant
Eyes or Ever Accountable and put this
accountability programme on all your
electronic devices. If you wonder if you
are addicted then take the test on the
Freedom Fight website and follow through
on their programme. Confess your sins to
your pastor or to an elder in your church.
Deal with this sin promptly and thoroughly

or it will ruin your life and your marriage.
This is an exhortation to men and to
women, as pornography is also a growing
sin among women.
Remember your vows
When I prepare a couple for marriage
we have a discussion about the marriage
vows to be used in the wedding ceremony.
Some couples want to write their own. I
strongly discourage this. The vows we use
go back to the 1549 edition of the Book
of Common Prayer written by Thomas
Cranmer in the English Reformation. The
wording has been modernised but the
promises are the same in substance. These
vows are tried and tested and it is difficult
to improve on them. They cover all the
necessary promises we must make to each
other. Thirty seven years ago I said this
to my wife: “I promise to love and cherish
you, comfort and honour you, lead and
provide for you, for better for worse, for
richer for poorer, in sickness and in health,
and be faithful to you, as long as we both
shall live.” What more could I say to her?
When we get married none of us know
what will lie ahead of us. I married a
young pretty Australian girl who did not
anticipate that she would spend the rest
of her life in New Zealand, far away from
her birth family. She did not anticipate all
the stresses and strains of pastoral ministry, nor that she would have to care for
me after major surgery for cancer. I did
not anticipate that I would be caring for
her after numerous operations and repeated surgery for skin cancer. But we
promised we would love, comfort and
cherish each other in sickness and in
health. We, that is, all of us, must remember our vows and keep our promises.
On the 10th of June 2000 I had the
privilege of conducting the wedding of
my father to his new bride in the Reformed Church of Christchurch. Very few
sons have this opportunity! The wedding
text was Ecclesiastes 3:4, “There is a time
to weep and a time to laugh”. I had
watched my father fulfil the promises he
had made to my mother through his married life, and I saw him fulfil the same
promises to his new bride, Elly Willemse,
for 19 years. They loved each other “for
better, for worse, for richer for poorer, in
sickness and in health” and were faithful
to each other as long as they both lived.
May all of us seek to do this in our marriages.

Make no mistake:
pornography is
adultery; it is the sin
of lust. Jesus urges
you to deal thoroughly
and drastically with
this sin.

Mr John Haverland is the minister in the
Reformed Church in Pukekohe.
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Challenges in marriage
MARTIN & MOANA LEENDERS

28 ways to protect
your marriage
Anything of value deserves to be
protected – and your marriage is
definitely valuable! To protect your
relationship it’s wise to keep your eyes
open, communicate well, and have some
ground rules to stay on track and safe.
We live in a fallen world and temptation
often creeps up quietly.
Every marriage has different
circumstances and challenges, but there
are common danger zones we are all
exposed to. With those in mind, here
are some ways to protect your marriage–

a collection of safeguards that can
protect both of you from stumbling and
damaging your marriage relationship.
1. Burn the boats! The phrase “burn
the boats” is a military term. Upon
reaching the shores of a land that they
wanted to conquer, the commander
ordered the burning of all the boats.
The soldiers were totally committed to
the cause – there was no turning back.
Once married we need to be 100%
committed. Destroy any escape plan.

Live out: “You are my future”. Fight the
‘what ifs’ and ‘if only’. Conquering
marriage issues is our only option. We
have promised to stick it out, not just
today but forever.
2. Admit your vulnerability. Sexual
temptation will enter your marriage as
sure as night follows day. Be prepared.
3. Be trustworthy. Ensure your spouse
can safely share anything with you.

Photo by sandy-millar-YeJWDWeIZho on Unsplash
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4. No secrets, be completely
honest. There’s never a good reason
to keep a secret from your spouse.
We’re not talking about what your
real hair color is – we’re talking
about where the money goes, where
you’ve been, and what’s really going
on in your relationship.

together without a third party. Be
careful about sharing personal issues
with work colleagues.

5. No opposite-sex friendships. You
can be friends with other
couples/singles together, but it’s a
terrible idea for you to have a close
relationship with anyone of the
opposite sex outside of that. Take
care around what situations you may
find yourself in.

12. Know your spouse’s
co-workers. Don’t skip the office
Christmas party, and if possible, have
some familiarity with any colleagues
who work daily with your spouse.
Be familiar with each other’s world.
Remember, ‘out there’ everyone is
fair game. Communicate; “s/he’s
mine, s/he’s taken – hands off”.

6. Transparent communication.
The only reason to have a pin
number or password that your
spouse doesn’t know is if you have
something to hide. We should be
completely comfortable with our
spouse looking at any social media
accounts, texts, email or other forms
of communication.
7. Don’t compare your marriage
with others’. Celebrate the unique
character of your marriage.
8. Share your faith. Do devotions
together. Grow spiritually and
connect spiritually. When we share
the same faith and communicate
regularly about our faith we have
an anchor to help us make decisions,
and a set of fundamental beliefs to
keep our thinking in harmony on
most issues.
9. Guard your time together. Ensure
exclusive face to face time happens
with your spouse. Remove
distractions (like phones). Be wary
of being ‘too busy’. Build and value
your friendship.
10. Agree upon work colleague
boundaries. Understanding that
men and women work together, and
that many affairs begin in this
environment, it’s important for you
and your spouse to agree on some
ground rules to protect either of you
from falling into temptation. Special
caution should be taken with
business travel. If you are having
one-on-one meetings with the
opposite sex at work, be visible to
other colleagues. Don’t have meals

11. Work. Agree how much time
you will give to work. Don’t be so
busy at work that you neglect your
spouse.

13. Negotiate the budget and then
stick to it. Have a financial plan,
decide together how your income
will be used and what your financial
goals are. Once those guidelines are
set, failing to live within them is
dishonest and unfair. If something
unusual comes up – talk about it.
Be transparent about who’s spending
what. When will you need your
spouse’s ok for a major purchase?
What’s the agreed top spend without
needing the other’s ok?
14. Parenting: Same game plan,
on the same page. Decide together
on boundaries for the kids.
Disagreeing on parenting can be
toxic to your marriage and disastrous
for your kids. Talk about what the
rules and expectations for the
children will be and then support
one another by sticking to your joint
decision.
15. Kids. Don’t let them be
all-consuming. Have exclusive
couple time. Take a mini-break
together.
16. Beware of time-eating hobbies.
It’s fine to have individual interests,
but if your hobby or passion causes
you to spend more time with others
than your spouse, you might soon
feel like you have more in common
with those people. Limit the hours
spent on separate endeavors each
week, or find something you enjoy
doing together. Agree on how much
money you will spend on hobbies.

Marriage
by H24X
Church is full the bells are ringing
And the congregation’s singing
Praises to the Lord God above
As this couple declare their love
Our prayer for them is they will be
Faithful and pure in their love of Thee
That as the years, wend their way
They read their Bible, serve you and pray
That if you bless them with a family
No matter how many that would be
That they will remember to give you praise
Show their love through all their days
There will be good years and also bad
Some full of blessings and others so sad
But as they travel through the years
With many joys and also tears
Please keep their marriage pure and true
Continually supporting each other too
As their eyes grow dim and hearing fades
And they lean on walking aids
They smile and hold each other’s hands
They have withstood this earth’s demands
Their walking may be very slow
They may not know which way to go
But being together’s a wonderful gift
And it gives our heart a lift
Lord bless all marriages keep them pure
Founded on the Rock so sure
Let them withstand, temptations abound
Stay founded in you, the solid ground

17. Be loyal. Don’t bad-mouth your
spouse to others. Your spouse needs
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Porn is ruining the sex
lives of countless
married couples. Real
intimacy is better than
the distorted, violent,
hyper-sexualized
world of pornography,
and exposure to it can
rob you of a natural,
fulfilling relationship.

to be able to count on you to speak
positively about her/him and defend
her/him if necessary. Avoid friends who
engage in husband or wife-bashing.
18. No porn. Porn is ruining the sex
lives of countless married couples. Real
intimacy is better than the distorted,
violent, hyper-sexualized world of
pornography, and exposure to it can
rob you of a natural, fulfilling
relationship. This goes for both partners,
and includes erotic fiction. Check his
web browser history.
19. Be up front. If you want to make
a significant change in your life,
recognize the potential impact this will
have on your spouse and your marriage.
Talk about it before you hit ‘go’.
20. Don’t assume, ask. While there are
some things you can probably guess
your spouse’s reaction to, be careful not
to assume too much. When in doubt,
ask. Check before making commitments
for the two of you.
21. Be accountable. It’s not a sign of
a lack of trust for married couples to
check in with one another. If you’re
going to be late, or the unexpected
occurs, call or text and let your spouse
know. Finding out about these things
later, or being left to wonder about a
spouse’s whereabouts breeds suspicion
and resentment.

22. Taboo Topics. It’s not OK to talk
about sex around members of the
opposite sex (especially as it pertains to
you personally). It’s definitely not OK
to flirt, no matter how much you insist
that it’s nothing. Every affair in the history
of the world started out as “nothing.”
23. Be careful with Girls/Guys Night
Out. When you get together with friends,
make sure they’re like-minded friends
who won’t drag you into a situation
your spouse wouldn’t be comfortable
with, or that puts your marital integrity
at risk.
24. Don’t let naked people into your
marriage; not on a screen, in reality or
in the pages of a book. Does it portray
marriage in a positive way? Show
discernment over what you watch and
read. More often than not TV marriages
are troubled by infidelity, incompatibility
and incurability.
25. The in-laws. Do you both agree
with expectations from extended family?
Is your spouse comfortable with what
you share with your family? Decide
together how you will celebrate
significant events. Have you leaved and
cleaved?
26. Health. Look after your general
wellbeing. Be prepared to make
significant changes when one of you is
chronically ill or very tired. Practice selfcare; don’t ‘let yourself go’.
27. Don’t joke about divorce or allude
/ threaten leaving your spouse. Give
each other certainty.
28. Don’t be lazy. Is your spouse doing
all the housework? – All the childcare?
Our marriages are a love story set in
the midst of a spiritual war. You don’t
know when temptation will come, but
be sure that it will.
Do we have good people speaking
into our marriages? Whose wisdom do
we seek? What voices are we listening
to? We need to engage with good,
biblical marriage guidance.
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Outward focus
Sally Davey

We are still useful
A few weeks ago I came across a really interesting
story in The Atlantic magazine1. It was told by
a university professor who had recently given
up his role as president of an influential think
tank, partly as a result of overhearing a
conversation on a plane which began thus:
“It’s not true that no one needs you
anymore.” These words came from an
elderly woman sitting behind me on a latenight flight from Los Angeles to Washington,
D.C. The plane was dark and quiet. A man
I assumed to be her husband murmured
almost inaudibly in response, something to
the effect of “I wish I was dead.”
Again, the woman: “Oh, stop saying
that.”
I didn’t mean to eavesdrop, but couldn’t
help it. I listened with morbid fascination,
forming an image of the man in my head
as they talked. I imagined someone who

had worked hard all his life in relative
obscurity, someone with unfulfilled dreams
– perhaps of the degree he never attained,
the career he never pursued, the company
he never started.
At the end of the flight, as the lights
switched on, I finally got to look at the
desolate man. I was shocked. I recognized
him – he was, and still is, world-famous.
Then in his mid-80s, he was beloved as a
hero for his courage, his patriotism, and
accomplishments many decades ago.
As he walked up the aisle of the plan
behind me, other passengers greeted him
with veneration. Standing at the door of
the cockpit, the pilot stopped him and said,
“Sir, I have admired you since I was a little
boy.” The older man – apparently wishing
for death just a few minutes earlier –
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beamed with pride at the recognition
of his past glories.

How we respond to
the loss of youthful
capacity probably
reflects the variance
between Darwin and
Bach. One with
despair – the other
with a calm
acceptance that any
glory associated with
his talents belongs to
God anyway, without
regard to how they
are used.

10

As the article goes on to document,
the writer, Arthur C. Brooks, was
stimulated by this incident to question his
own professional trajectory. He began to
research the literature on age-related work
performance, and the reason many people
make their greatest achievements at a
younger, rather than older age. In his 50s
at the time, he learned that he could well
be past his prime. If so, how should he
then use his remaining years?
The literature showed him some
interesting things. “Happiness” studies in
various social science disciplines suggest
that the happiness of most people declines
in their 30s and 40s, then improves from
roughly ages 50 to 70. After this, men in
particular seem to become increasingly
depressed. A key factor seems to be a
sense of irrelevance – which characterised
the man on the plane. “No one needs
me any more.”
Apparently, the waning of ability in
people of high achievement is especially
cruel psychologically. Brooks suspects that
the memory of some special ability, if it
used to be the basis of self-worth, may
provide a particularly unhappy contrast
to a later, less “successful” life. (A lesson
to watch what basket we put all our eggs
in).
But apparently this disparity between
early achievement and later decline does
not affect everyone the same way. Charles
Darwin and Johann Sebastian Bach
provide useful cases in point. Darwin was
just 22 when he voyaged on the Beagle,
and only in his late twenties when he
developed his evolutionary theories. Over
the next 30 years he continued to be
lionized as a celebrity scientist. But as he
hit his 50s he stagnated, and his work
was overtaken by Mendel’s theory of
genetic inheritance. He was depressed in
his later years.
By contrast, Bach, who was highly
productive and considered a genius in his
younger years, was overtaken as a
composer by the newer, classical musical
trend. But unlike Darwin, he chose to
reorient his life, becoming a teacher rather
than a musical innovator. Brooks’s
conclusion: “when Darwin fell behind as
an innovator, he became despondent and
depressed; his life ended in sad inactivity.
When Bach fell behind, he reinvented
himself as a master instructor.” Their
difference lay in their approach to the

midlife fade. But how do we become
Bachs rather than Darwins?
According to Brooks, the answer may
lie in playing to our strengths as we age.
In the early 1940s British psychologist
Raymond Cattell introduced the two
concepts of fluid and crystallized
intelligence. The first, which is the ability
to reason, analyze and solve new
problems, is what innovators possess in
bucketloads. It is highest relatively early
in life. Cue tech entrepreneurs, poets,
composers, university researchers.
Crystallized intelligence, on the other
hand, is the ability to use knowledge
gained in the past. It is like having a vast
library along with the tools to use it. It
is, as Brooks, says, “the essence of
wisdom.” Careers that rely on fluid
intelligence tend to peak early, while those
that use more crystallized intelligence peak
later. Poets produce early on; historians
are still productive until decades later.
Notes Brooks: “Here’s a practical lesson
we can extract from all this: No matter
what mix of intelligence your field
requires, you can always endeavor to
weight your career away from innovation
and toward the strengths that persist, or
even increase, later in life.”
College administrators apparently
complain that research productivity drops
off in the later decades of an academic’s
career, and that limited research funds
would be better diverted to “hungry”
young graduates eager to make
breakthroughs. However, experience
shows that the best teachers are often in
their mid-60s or older.
That corresponds with what I remember
of my years of study. Some of my favourite
professors were older: those who had
many years of reading, insight, and
interaction to draw on, and who seemed
to have open doors and time to chat.
They were approachable and ready to
share their experience. They were actually
very interesting to listen to.
New York Times columnist David
Brooks (I assume no relation) makes a
distinction between “resume virtues” and
“eulogy virtues”. Early in your career you
are pursuing resume virtues; making a
name for yourself. Later on you are “giving
back”, so to speak – serving others with
what you have learned, and doing the
kinds of things you’d like to be
remembered for when you die. He
concludes, Arthur Brooks notes, “that we
live the most fulfilling life – especially
once we reach midlife – by pursuing the
virtues that are most meaningful to us.”
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Well, what is a Christian to make of
these insights? Certainly, it is useful to see
into a man’s soul and to discover what
fears and desires might motivate him. Fear
of irrelevance, resentment at waning
influence – and alongside that a desire
to do things which make others’ lives
better and to be remembered with
affection are all understandable. They are
natural; and shared by unbeliever and
believer alike. One of Dylan Thomas’s
poems strikes a common chord:
“Do not go gentle into that good
night,
Old age should burn and rave at
close of day;
Rage, rage against the dying of the
light…”2
How we respond to the loss of youthful
capacity probably reflects the variance
between Darwin and Bach. One with
despair – the other with a calm acceptance
that any glory associated with his talents
belongs to God anyway, without regard
to how they are used. It is in any case
true that we should be aiming to make
our whole lives useful, in some way or
another. But I think God understands our
need to know that our lives are not futile.
Psalm 90 asks that he “establish the work
of our hands”. Paul assures believing
readers in 1 Corinthians 15 that because
of Jesus’ resurrection, “in the Lord your
labour is not in vain.”
We Christians are accustomed to seeing
age as nothing to fear. After all, the passing
of the years brings us closer to heaven;
and we know that for us to live is Christ,
and to die is gain. Nevertheless, I’m not
sure that we fully appreciate just how
useful the latter decades of our lives can
be. Christians are apt to focus on
youthfulness, its energy and the creativity
that goes along with it. Too often we
assume that young people need young
teachers and young leaders; and that the
future belongs to youth. There are even,
dare I say it, the occasional Greta
Thunberg in our midst …
If we were to listen to 93-year-old J.I.
Packer instead, we would find that older
Christians can be very useful. In his book,
Finishing Our Course with Joy, he advised
Christians to continue learning. We should
be learning and increasing in wisdom as
long as we are alive. Learning is the key
to usefulness, because it yields the material
with which we can teach and encourage.
Accumulated knowledge, biblical wisdom
and decades of life experience mean that

older Christians are still useful. They have
experienced multitudes of situations and
trials, and have navigated the ups and
downs of many kinds of relationships.
They are in a position to help save many
a younger person from making
easily-avoidable mistakes.
What troubles could be averted! Think
of arrogant young Rehoboam, musing
about how to treat his subjects on
succeeding his father Solomon. His young
friends counselled him to get harsh with
Israel, to stamp his mark and win respect
by instilling fear. But what had the older
men, those with experience in
government, said? “If you will be a servant
to this people today and serve them, and
speak good words to them when you
answer them, then they will be your
servants forever.” (1 Kings 12:7). (I can’t
help noticing words like “servant”, “serve”
and “good words” here). But Rehoboam
“abandoned” the old men’s advice in
favour of his hothead contemporaries –
with disastrous results.
Even were we to consider extreme
situations – the incapacitated old person,
bedridden, perhaps paralysed by a stroke
and unable to speak – we would have
to admit his usefulness. Such a Christian
might be a prayer specialist, given that
many of his other faculties have been put
on hold in God’s providence. All that is
needed for prayer is consciousness. No
one, therefore, can rightly claim “No one
needs me anymore.”
Let me close by quoting Psalm 92:1215, my favourite guide to old-age
usefulness:
“The righteous [in contrast to the
wicked; see vv. 6-11] flourish like
the palm tree
And grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
They are planted in the house of the
Lord;

We Christians are
accustomed to seeing
age as nothing to
fear. After all, the
passing of the years
brings us closer to
heaven; and we know
that for us to live is
Christ, and to die is
gain. Nevertheless,
I’m not sure that we
fully appreciate just
how useful the latter
decades of our lives
can be.

They flourish in the courts of our
God.
They still bear fruit in old age;
They are ever full of sap and green,
To declare that the Lord is upright;
He is my rock, and there is no
unrighteousness in him.”
1 C. Brooks, “Your Professional Decline is Coming
(Much) Sooner than You Think, The Atlantic,
July 2019, pp. 66-76.
2 Dylan Thomas, “Do not go gentle into that good
night”

Faith in Focus Volume 46/10 November 2019

11

A moral turning point:
MARIJUANA
CLAYTON SPRONK

On his program, “The Briefing” (March
15, 2019) Albert Mohler describes the
pressure that is building for the
legalization of marijuana in the United
States. The bottom line is that there is
money to be made. Much of Mohler’s
program is devoted to an article in
Fortune magazine entitled “Pot Goes
Legit: How to Bet on America’s Next
Growth Industry.” Marijuana has already
been legalized in Canada and is reported
to be “big business.” American
companies are already making billions
by investing in Canada, but they desire
an opportunity to expand their business
into the United States. With big business
on board, the legalization of marijuana
for medicinal and then recreational use
seems inevitable.

Mohler reports that in order to
promote marijuana, big business plans
to use Martha Stewart as an endorser
and even to market it as a product for
pets:
In the business section of the
New York Times on Saturday,
March the second, an article telling
us that Martha Stewart, yes, that
Martha Stewart, is also deciding
to get into the cannabis business.
Laura M. Holson reports, “She is
better known for a love of copper
pots than pot brownies, and the
only cherry pie she seems to
indulge in has a crust and is baked
in the oven, but Martha Stewart,
who built an empire as the doyen
of domesticity, has teamed up with

Photo by Roberto Valdivia on Unsplash
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a Canadian cannabis company to
create and promote a new line of
hemp-based CBD products.”
The newspaper then asks the
question, “Could this be a new
era of cush cuisine?” By the way,
just when you think this story
couldn’t get more bizarre, it sounds
like something written as satire,
but it’s not. It appeared in the
business pages of the New York
Times. Consider this paragraph.
Pay attention, especially to how it
ends. “Bruce Linton, chief
executive of the Ontario-based
company Canopy Growth
Corporation, says Ms. Stewart
would have an advisory role and
assist with the development and
brand positioning of a new line of
offerings for humans and animals.
He said they hope to introduce
something for pets soon, which
they are currently developing.” Just
pause and consider for a moment
what this tells us. It tells us that
there are people who are now
falling head over heels, perhaps
literally, by the way, in order to
get into the cannabis industry. They
need to find a new angle.
One of the new angles is getting
Martha Stewart to be an advisor
to the corporation and a public
symbol. The other is developing
lines of cannabis-based products
for pets. That’s right. Fido needs
his marijuana, too.
Mohler also reports about the plans
of Barneys New York, a high-end retailer,
that indicate how much big businesses
have determined to embrace and market
marijuana. He writes,
Barneys New York will unveil
a shop selling cannabis-related
accoutrements including blown
glass pipes and 24 karat gold rolling
papers at its Beverly Hills flagship
next month. Again, a sign of the
times. We’re talking about Barneys
New York, in its Beverly Hills
flagship store, opening a shop that
is going to sell the coolest and
most luxurious cannabis and
marijuana accessories of all, blown
glass pipes and 24 karat gold rolling
papers. As you’re thinking about
what this means in moral change,
how moral change happens, just
remember that we have trace to
the similar kinds of trajectories of

the normalization, the vast moral
change, on the questions of
homosexuality, specifically looking
at same sex marriage, and also at
the legitimization and the
normalization of marijuana. This
article gets right to it: “Barneys
believes that by lending its
craftsmanship and cache to
cannabis related products, some
of the stigma may fall away.”
Mohler pounces on the word
“stigma,” which indicates that the
legalization and use of marijuana is not
simply an economic matter; it is a moral
matter. Mohler’s explains that in this
sinful, fallen world, too often moral
issues are settled on the basis of
economic considerations. Just as
businesses have accepted and promote
the LGBTQ lifestyle because they see
how they can use it to make money,
they will now embrace marijuana if they
see their way to profits. Too often the
moral issues – the “stigmas” – get easily
swept aside.
But there are issues regarding
marijuana that we (especially Christians!)
should consider very seriously. Mohler
touches on only some of the issues in
his article. He explains that there is
evidence that links marijuana usage to
suicide, schizophrenia, car crashes,
lowered IQ, and violence.
Mohler does not address some of the
other questions that need serious
consideration. What do we think of
marijuana’s medicinal use, and how is
it different from other painkilling drugs?
What do we think of its recreational
use? Is it possible to use marijuana
“moderately,” like tobacco or alcohol,
or does it so alter the mind that it is
always sinful for a Christian to use? My
inclination is to say it is best to abstain
from marijuana and that the church
should strictly forbid its use. We have
enough other problems, let’s just keep
this one out. But Mohler’s report reminds
us that we will not so easily answer and
dismiss marijuana and all the questions
that arise regarding its use.
However, we can clearly see that a
moral turning is taking place. There was,
but soon no longer will be, a stigma
attached to using marijuana in our
society. Much as the stigma is wearing
off concerning homosexuality, so much
so that it is possible that a “married”
homosexual man will be the nominee
for president for one of our major
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political parties in 2020 (“Mayor Pete”).
So, when it comes to marijuana, let’s
be reminded as Christians of our calling
not to keep up with the world but to
be different.
Mr Clayton Spronk is pastor of Faith
Protestant Reformed Church in Jenison,
Michigan.
This article appeared in The Standard
Bearer, June 2019.
Used with permission.

There are glaring
similarities between what
is happening here in New
Zealand, and that of North
America. Canada has
legalised the use of
marijuana and certain
states in the US have also
approved some level of its
use.
What is so striking about
these developments, is that
big business is right in the
forefront of its promotion,
and there seems to be little
consideration as to the
harm it will cause.
Ed.

To read Al Mohler’s article,
go to:
https://albertmohler.com/2019/0
3/15/briefing-3-15-19
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When life
is pain –
suffering and
supporting
JOANNA VOSCHEZANG
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Chronic pain, chronic fatigue,
anxiety, depression, infertility,
multiple sclerosis, scleroderma,
rheumatoid arthritis, lupus:
chances are you will have heard
of a number of these conditions,
perhaps you even know people
who suffer from them. Sickness
and pain are part of life in our
fallen world – the effects of sin
felt in our bodies on a regular
basis. But what do we do when
sickness,
pain,
anxiety,
depression, fatigue, or
autoimmune disorders are a
continuous part of life? How do
we cope when suffering becomes
part of a daily routine; a
permanent houseguest instead of
an unwelcome visitor? How do
we persevere as Christians with
these kind of afflictions,
reconciling them with our view
of a loving heavenly Father and
a sovereign God? And if we are
not struggling with these things
personally, how do we help our
fellow believers who are living
with chronic health conditions?
These are difficult questions
without simple answers,
particularly as each person and
circumstance is unique.
However, I would like to cover
some overarching principles
which may help both the people
dealing with ongoing chronic
conditions, and those trying to
support them.

When you are suffering: The
problem of pain has been dealt
with extensively in literature over
a long period of time; think of
C.S. Lewis’s aptly titled book The
Problem of Pain, Philip Yancey’s
Where is God When it Hurts?,
When God Weeps by Joni
Eareckson Tada, or the fairly new
Walking With God through Pain
and Suffering by Timothy Keller.
The reason so many people have
tried to make sense of this
question is because it is so much
more than purely academic.
Suffering strikes at the heart and
soul, it brings us down to the
pit, and makes us want to throw
questions to the heavens like Job.
As Christians we should not be
afraid to bring our struggles to
God. We often try to battle
through on our own, thinking we
should be able to cope – we
should be able to deal with it.
Well-intentioned people say,
“Well God promises not to give
you more than you can bear, so
you must be able to bear this”.
This passage of Scripture is often
widely misquoted and
misapplied. What God promises
is not to “let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear” (1Cor
10:13). In our pain and sickness
and suffering the temptations are
many: temptations to be angry
at God and those around us,
temptations to doubt God’s
goodness, temptations to envy
those with good health, temptations to bitterness, to unbelief.
But in these temptations God
promises to “provide a way out
so that you can stand up under
it” (1Cor 10:13). Note that God
does not promise to remove the
trial, or even the temptation.
Instead he helps us to stand, to
bear up under trial, to persevere
in our faith, to withstand “all the
flaming arrows of the evil one”
(Eph 6:16). When we are tried
beyond our personal limits only
one option is left to us; to go to
the One who has no limits, to
cast ourselves on Christ and rely
solely on him. When you have
exhausted all your own resources
you are forced to rely on God’s
resources, and they are without
compare!
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Some practical ways I have
found to help me rely on God
are probably much as you would
expect: prayer, Bible reading,
conversations with Christian
friends and family, and Scripture
memorisation. I would like to
explore these with you a little
more thoroughly.
Prayer is an essential part of
our reliance on God. When you
are too tired to read, too weary
to memorise, too exhausted to
have visitors, too heartsick even
to put your feelings into words,
turn your heart to God in prayer.
When you are struggling to
understand what is happening
and are trying to make sense of
it all, you can wrestle with God
in prayer like Jacob did. When
we cannot find the words we
want to say, the Holy Spirit
intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express (Rom
8:26). Pour out your heart to
God and he will comfort you,
“and the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:7).
Bible reading is another vital
aspect of our dependence on
God through suffering. Through
years of dealing with chronic
pain I personally have found the
Psalms and the book of Job the
most helpful.
The Psalms are filled with
examples where the psalmists
freely question God, looking for
answers they cannot find
elsewhere. “How long O Lord?”
is an oft repeated refrain
throughout the book of Psalms,
and reflects the feelings of our
hearts accurately through these
seasons in our lives. There are
nights that I can say with David
that “I flood my bed with
weeping and drench my couch
with tears” (Psalm 6:6). Yet the
Psalms do not end with weeping,
instead they continually point us
back to God’s sovereignty. They
keep our minds fixed on an
eternal perspective even when
there are no answers for our
suffering. “I am still confident of
this: I will see the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living.
Wait for the Lord; be strong and

take heart and wait for the Lord.”
(Psalm 27:13-14) When you are
struggling to keep your trials in
perspective, go to the Psalms and
take comfort from their familiarity
with suffering and God’s
compassion for his people.
Job is an exceptionally helpful
book for anyone dealing with an
extended period of suffering. He
provides us with an example of
patience and faith under
immense pressure; not for
nothing has the expression ‘the
patience of Job’ entered common
usage. Yet while Job is an
example of great faith, he is also
very relatable in the way that he
reacts to his ‘friends’ as they
interrogate him over the minutiae
of his life and his potential sin.
His grief is palpable, his pain
continuous, he questions God
and demands answers as many
of us may have done through
our own trials. When God does
answer Job, however, the reply
is not what we expect. We may
be inclined to think that God’s
response to Job is unfair – why
did he not tell Job the reason
for his suffering? Why did he not
explain what was going on? We
like explanations, we like simple
answers. However God wanted
Job to know that he is in control,
that he is sovereign, that “all
things, in fact, come to us not
by chance but from his fatherly
hand” (Heidelberg Catechism
Q.A.27). Job understood finally,
“that you can do all things, no
plan of yours can be thwarted”
(Job 42:2). When we are
struggling with our view of God,
we could do much worse than
go to the book of Job for help.
Scripture memorisation is
one form of reliance on God
that I have found especially
helpful. In the watches of the
night, when sleep is elusive
thanks to pain or mental stress
or anxiety, and getting up is too
hard, then cast your mind back
over verses, psalms, or chapters
of memorised Scripture. Dwell
on them, pray about them,
meditate over them and combat
sleeplessness with Scripture!
Make a list of verses that are
helpful for your specific
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Empathy
by H24X
Empathy is to understand what someone feels
Share their emotions and their ordeals
Yet it is sadly missing and fires the fuel
People inadvertently become heartless and cruel
“You’ll be right, it’s not that bad”
Just makes me cry and feel quite sad
“There are worse things that can happen you know”
Doesn’t an ounce of sympathy show
“You can have another child, you’re young”
When it took years to conceive this one
“Your loved one is in heaven you know”
Yes, but I didn’t want to see them go
“Medicine has come such a long way”
When the specialist didn’t know what to say
It’s so much better to give a hug
And really show so much love
And to ask me how I feel
Which keeps me on an even keel
Don’t put answers in my head
Encourage me to speak instead
A listening ear is what it’s about
Ask the questions and hear me out
A card, a visit, a message, a meal
All validate the way I feel
And read a Scripture to comfort me
That will help me further to see
That God is sovereign and in control
And He wants me to trust Him with my soul
That like a chick under its mothers wings
He loves and cares for me in everything
That He knows all that I’ve been through
And in His time will make all things new
That Christ has suffered and knows my pain
That I can pray to Him again and again
People of God bring comfort to others
For they are your sisters and brothers.
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circumstances and then work on
memorising them with a friend so you
have some accountability.
Conversations with Christian
friends can also be helpful, however if
you are having trouble getting out of
the house due to mental or physical
disability then this can be quite
challenging. In this case it is worth asking
friends to come over and encourage
you when you are feeling low;
Ecclesiastes 4 talks about the benefits
of friendship and the profit to be found
in a good friend who can help you up
when you are down. It is worth
cultivating the kinds of relationships that
will help in these kinds of long-term
struggles. Look for someone who you
think will be compassionate, understanding, empathetic, able to listen, and nonjudgemental. If you are having a bad
week you need someone to whom you
will be able to vent your frustrations,
without being judged for occasional or
recurring doubts, envy, worry, or
depression. You need a friend who will
speak the truth in love, and point you
to the one who is “the author and
perfecter of your faith” (Heb 12:2). All
of this sounds like a big ask, but in the
Church we ought to be actively building
these kinds of relationships across the
generations.
This brings me to supporters. While
ongoing suffering is an immensely
challenging burden to bear, supporting
those going through suffering also comes
with its own challenges. It can be
physically and mentally draining,
particularly if you are the sole supporter,
and much of what is true for the sufferer
in terms of reliance on God is also true
for the supporter. For those on the
outside looking in however, I would like
to give a few tips about how to help.
As Christians we love to see people
happy. We love God, we have every
reason to rejoice, and we want those
around us to be happy! So when we
see a brother or sister in Christ struggling
with ongoing pain, sickness, depression,
or another condition, we are keen to
make them feel better. This is a noble
enterprise. However, we often go about
this the wrong way. We make
comparisons to people who are having
different trials in order to try and make
them feel better, or we point out ways
in which their situation could be worse
in order to make them see that what
they are suffering isn’t so bad. We make
comparisons to those worse off in order
16

to cheer them up. In doing these things
we actually minimise what they are
going through, making them feel like
they are not being heard, and their
sufferings are not worth being upset
about. This is unbiblical. God reminds
us in his word to “mourn with those
who mourn” (Rom 12:15). This means
getting alongside people and walking
with them in their grief, as opposed to
spouting cheerful words to them.
Solomon wrote that “like vinegar poured
on soda is one who sings songs to a
heavy heart” (Prov 25:20). With this in
mind, here are a few things not to say:
“At least you can still do/have … (insert
platitude)”
“Look at … (insert name here), they are
going through a tough time and they
aren’t whining about it”
“It could be worse, you could have …
(insert worse condition here)”
“You should be grateful you don’t
have …”
“Just look on the bright side!”
Given all these (and many more) phrases
to steer clear of, how do we go about
conversing with people who are
suffering? Please, please, please don’t
avoid them! Avoidance is another way
to make our fellow Christians feel worse.
Often we will put them in the ‘too hard
basket’ and just go and talk to people
who are happy. This compounds the
loneliness and isolation that they are
already feeling. Seek out your fellow
believers in all the different stages of
their life and talk to them with love and
compassion. Here are a few things you
can say:
“How are you doing this week? I hear
it’s been pretty tough”
“That sounds really hard, I’m sorry to
hear that”

house/ pick you up for bible study etc?”
Supporting those going through
suffering can be as simple as a listening
ear, some empathy and compassion,
prayer, and occasional practical help. I
will be forever grateful to those who
visited me when I was unwell, stayed
for coffee and conversation, and did my
dishes, mopping, vacuuming or
gardening while they were over. This
kind of support is a bright spark in a
dreary world. “Therefore let us
encourage one another and build each
other up, just as in fact you are doing”
(1Thess 5:11). Instead of trying to fix
others’ problems, listen instead. Too
many of us are happy to talk, but find
listening hard work, yet this is often
what is most helpful. Give those who
are suffering time to explain how they
are feeling, and try to meet them where
they are emotionally. Work on building
deep and genuine friendships in the
church, so that when one of your fellow
believers is suffering you know best how
to support them. And don’t be afraid
of grief. God gives us all our emotions
and they all have times when they are
to be expressed: “there is a time to
weep and a time to laugh, a time to
mourn and a time to dance … a time
to be silent and a time to speak” (Eccl
3:4,7). May God grant us all the wisdom
to know when these times are.
I have barely scratched the surface
of this complex topic which many others
have covered in much greater detail.
However, my hope is that if you are
suffering these thoughts will help you
in your walk with God, and if you are
supporting they will encourage you to
look at those around you and consider
how you can build them up and help
them to persevere. “May the Lord of
peace himself give you peace at all times
and in every way. The Lord be with all
of you” (2Thess 3:16).
Mrs Joanna Voschezang is a member of
the Reformed Church in Hamilton.

“Would you like me to pray with you?”
“Can I come and visit?”
“How can I help you/support you?”
“Would you like me to: bring you a
meal/ take your kids for an afternoon/
take you out for coffee/ clean your
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Letters from
New Zealand

Focus on faith
J C Ryle

D. G. Vanderpyl

Self-Inquiry
Part6
Let me ask, WHETHER WE KNOW
ANYTHING OF LIVING THE LIFE OF
HABITUAL COMMUNION WITH
CHRIST?
By “communion,” I mean that habit
of “abiding in Christ” which our Lord
speaks of, in the fifteenth chapter of
John’s Gospel, as essential to Christian
fruitfulness (John 15:4-8). Let it be
distinctly understood that union with
Christ is one thing, and communion
is another. There can be no communion with the Lord Jesus without union
first; but unhappily there may be union
with the Lord Jesus, and afterwards
little or no communion at all.
The difference between the two
things is not the difference between
two distinct steps, but the higher and
lower ends of an inclined plane. Union
is the common privilege of all who
feel their sins, and truly repent, and
come to Christ by faith, and are
accepted, forgiven, and justified in
Him. Too many believers, it may be
feared, never get beyond this stage!
Partly from ignorance, partly from
laziness, partly from the fear of man,
partly from secret love of the world,
partly from some unmortified besetting
sin, they are content with a little faith,
and a little hope, and a little peace,
and a little measure of holiness. And
they live on all their lives in this
condition, doubting, weak, hesitant,
and bearing fruit only “thirty-fold” to
the very end of their days! Communion
with Christ is the privilege of those
who are continually striving to grow
in grace, and faith, and knowledge,
and conformity to the mind of Christ
in all things – who “forget what is
behind,” and “do not consider
themselves yet to have taken hold of
it,” but “press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 3:13-14)

Union is the bud, but communion
is the flower: union is the baby, but
communion is the strong man. He that
has union with Christ does well; but
he that enjoys communion with Him
does far better. Both have one life,
one hope, one heavenly seed in their
hearts – one Lord, one Saviour, one
Holy Spirit, one eternal home: but
union is not as good as communion!
The grand secret of communion with
Christ is to be continually “living the
life of faith in Him,” and drawing out
of Him every hour the supply that
every hour requires. To me, said St.
Paul, “to live is Christ.” – I live: yet
not I, but Christ lives in me (Galatians
2:20; Philippians 1:21).
Is communion with Christ like this
a common thing? Alas! It is very rare
indeed! The greater part of believers
seem content with the barest
elementary knowledge of justification
by faith, and half a dozen other
doctrines, and go doubting, limping,
halting, groaning along the way to
heaven, and experience little of the
sense of victory or of joy.
The Churches of these latter days
are full of weak, powerless, and
uninfluential believers, saved at last,
“but so as by fire,” but never shaking
the world, and knowing nothing of an
“abundant entrance.” (1 Corinthians
3:15; 2 Peter 1:11). Despondency and
Feeble-mind and Much-afraid, in
“Pilgrim’s Progress,” reached the
celestial city as really and truly as
Valiant-for-the-truth and Greatheart.
But they certainly did not reach it with
the same comfort, and did not do a
tenth part of the same good in the
world! I fear there are many like them
in these days! When things are so in
the Churches, no reader can wonder
that I inquire how it is with our souls.
Once more I ask – In the matter of
communion with Christ, “How do we
do?”
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An ever recurring problem seems to be
the time the Sunday school classes are
held during the morning worship service.
Over the years, reading many a church
bulletin, time and again many a session
is spending a considerable period of
time evaluating the pros and cons,
should we or should’t we hold Sunday
school during the morning church
service. I follow the debates in the
bulletins with much interest and hope
that the church and the session will
come to accept the right and duty of
every member of the church, young and
old, pupil and teacher, to be present
for the whole of the service and not
just part of it, denying themselves the
blessings of worshipping the Lord as part
of the Body of Christ. But each time,
somehow, some excuse of convenience
seems to prevail and overrules the call
to worship by the session. It beats me!
The Department of Statistics in the
Netherlands conducted an opinion poll
to find out how people felt about
emigrating to another country. It
appeared that 24% of those questioned
showed a positive interest in finding a
home in another country. One in four,
that is quite a substantial number. In
the year before last, over 2,000 people
entered Australia and just under 1,000
entered New Zealand coming from the
Low Countries. Percentage-wise, the
Reformed Churches delivered only 7%
of these people, the Roman Catholics
29%, with the largest majority of over
51% had no affiliation at all to any
denomination. The Dutch Government
is quite keen to increase the outflow,
as it will give the local unemployed a
better chance of finding a job again.

June
I’ve done something which I have never
done before and will never do again.
We promised to cook for the Easter
Youth Camp held near Port Waikato,
far away from civilisation. About a
hundred people attended, including the
staff. I am no cook by any stretch of
imagination, but “she who mends my
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socks” makes up for all my deficiencies
in the kitchen. I did have to make a
solemn promise though, to remain
within shouting distance of the kitchen
and not to socialise with anyone else
during that long weekend!
Looking back on that venture and
still suffering from sore feet, an aching
back and delayed shock, I can say
without a boast, that my wife did a
marvellous job in feeding the hungry.
Like flies they came for second
helpings and even scraped out the
pots. Apart from that, it was wonderful
to see all those young people together
in fine spirit, keen to learn from the
Word of God, making or renewing
commitments to live a life in
obedience to the Lord Jesus
Christ. It was a great experience
to see them all fellowshipping
together, developing friendships and even more permanent
relationships. If you were to ask
me for any snags or disappointments,
I would have to say: “very few indeed.”
The Mangere pastor regularly does
a bit of pondering in his church
bulletin. Some of his pondering was
on the fellowship in the church. As
he broached the subject, he asked the
question: “Are you enjoying being a
member of this church? If so, why?
And if you are not enjoying the
community of the saints,” the pastor
would like to know, “Why not? What
are the complaints about?” He then
quoted J. I. Packer who once presented
four points, which hinder the
fellowship in the church; and we
heartily endorse them:
• Self-sufficiency – this obviously
excludes fellowship of the saints;
• Formality – those who see the
worship service as the whole of
Christian fellowship;
• Bitterness – which is expressed in
attitudes of hostility and jealousy;
and
• Elitism – the superior attitudes of
many in the church.
The pastor then goes on to state
what fellowship is all about; that it
comes from the word “koinonia,”
which means “communion” or
“commonness.” It is a partnership,
which is not only found between God
and His people but also in fellowship
with one another in the church. As
we, as Christians, practise this
fellowship not only as we face God
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The Free Reformed School
Association (Tas) Inc.
b u t
also our
fellow men,
we find that we
are able to share
in several areas of
interest, such as our
common
Christian
inheritance, our actions as
we make ourselves available
for service and as we bear one
another’s burdens, caring for
each other in the church and outside.
If we do these things, we will then
enjoy being a member of the Body
of Christ and of the local church; the
negatives will soon disappear like
vapour in the warmth of fellowship.
Recently, I came across a problem
that has been voiced in several
denominational magazines, all dealing
with reverence and silence in the
church. A Baptist wrote: “Why are we
such a rowdy lot? A visit to one of
our churches,” he wrote, “is like
entering a fowl house. One is greeted
by an onslaught of loud and raucous
chatter by adults and children alike.
Why can’t we sit down quietly and
meditate on the Scriptures before the
service begins. Let us enter the Lord’s
House with reverence, for He is there.”
And the Baptist concludes, “familiarity
in the presence of the Lord is
high-bought at the expense of
reverence.”
Abridged

invites applications for the
position of

Secondary Teacher
(English/Drama
specialisation preferred)
Fulltime or Part-time
Position available
Looking for a change of scenery?
Looking for a change in pace? Excited
to join a small dynamic group of staff
members all interested in advancing
children’s education? Then this is a
position for you.
The John Calvin School currently has
111 students from Kinder to Grade 10.
Our secondary school has combined
classes but our smaller classes allow
teachers great opportunities for
diverse teaching styles. The school is
in the centre of Launceston, Tasmania
which is a scenic island with world
renowned tourist attractions, food and
drink.
Employment at the John Calvin School
would commence at the beginning of
Term 1, 2019.
Applicants must be a member of the
Free Reformed Church of Australia or
any of her sister churches.
Conditions and salary are based on
the Educational Services (Teachers)
Award 2010, however remuneration
will be based on qualifications and
experience.
Any person who is interested in
teaching at our school at some point
in the future is also invited to lodge an
expression of interest.
For applications or more information
on this position, general information
and expressions of interest, please
contact:
The Board of the Free Reformed
School Association (Tas) Inc
E-mail: adminmanager@jcs.tas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6344 3794
Address: PO Box 89, Launceston 7250,
Tasmania, Australia.
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7 Myths about Singleness
by Sam Allberry
Reviewed by Moana Leenders
As a long time single who sees his
singleness as a gift to himself and his
community, Allberry has a wonderful
grasp of the potential and opportunities
of singleness. The author exposes 7
myths of singleness I think we all have
believed at some time.
In recent times the church, quite
rightly so, has spoken of the importance
of marriage, and the blessings of
parenthood. I have been blessed and
encouraged by the availability of great
authors giving teaching on Biblical
marriage. Allberry’s book also speaks
into this space; he challenges Christians
to evaluate what they are saying about
singleness. He claims that churches tend
to undervalue singleness.
If we confess, as we do, that our
ultimate purpose is to glorify God and
delight in his presence; then why do
we subtly communicate that marriage
is just a bit more spiritual and makes
us a bit more holy than our single
brothers and sisters? Allberry has a great
theology of marriage. Marriage was never
intended to fulfill us – it points to the
greater reality of union with Christ.
When we understand the purpose of
marriage, we won’t down-grade the
purpose of a faithful life of singleness.
Allberry biblically and clearly
dismantles the belief that singleness
means you have to settle for a secondbest Christian life. No one is missing
out on the goodness of God; no one is
handicapped in the great race of the
believer. Singleness doesn’t mean you
are spiritually crippled. Singleness
shouldn’t be seen as “not-yet-married”.
God has used so many single people to
bless his church.
Allberry’s book includes beautiful
teaching on spiritual friendships, largely
based on the book of Proverbs. I enjoyed
this section of the book immensely; it
included lots of quotes from C S Lewis
– the master of the weighty sentence.
This is a book married people need
to read, just as much, if not more, than
their single friends. In Mark 3 and 10,
Jesus speaks of our spiritual family – no

longer are our family ties biological and
physical, rather in the Kingdom of God
we all are brothers and sisters, fathers
and mothers. In light of this; Allberry
reminds us that our family boundaries
must be porous and flexible, ready to
include another.
Allberry exposes 7 myths, so there
are 7 chapters: Singleness Is Too Hard,
Singleness Requires a Special Calling,
Singleness Means No Intimacy,
Singleness Means No Family, Singleness
Hinders Your Ministry, Singleness Wastes
Your Sexuality and Singleness is Easy.
This book is in his usual readable,
accessible style. When I reached the
end of the book, I found myself flicking
back to reread my favourite one-liners.
One of mine is: “Our culture imagines
intimacy only occurs in the context of
sexual attraction and shows how little
our culture understands and really
experiences true friendship.”

Suffering: Gospel Hope When Life
Doesn’t Make Sense
by Paul David Tripp. Crossway 2018.
Hardcover, 224 pages, $16.75
Reviewed by OP pastor Stephen A.
Migotsky
Paul David Tripp is a careful student of
the two ways God has given us to know
him, special revelation and general
revelation, and this book reflects his
study. In special revelation, God reveals
us to himself through the written Word,
which, if properly interpreted, is
infallible. In general revelation, our
observations and experiences of the
world, if properly interpreted, never
conflict but only support special
revelation. In times of suffering,
however, we may likely have difficulty
interpreting both the written Word and
our observations and experiences of the
world. Suffering, by Paul Tripp, provides
a guide.
After earning his doctor of ministry
in biblical counseling from Westminster
Theological Seminary, Tripp became a
faculty member at Christian Counseling
and Educational Foundation and a
lecturer in biblical counseling at
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Westminster. In 2006, he began his own
ministry. What motivated Paul Tripp to
write this book was his kidney failure
and the accompanying physical agonies,
permanent disability, financial
challenges, and temptations to sin – as
well as the transforming power of God’s
grace. To his own experiences, he adds
the anonymous experiences of his
counselees, who have endured various
forms of suffering – physical, emotional,
financial, and spiritual.
Tripp’s account of his life-threatening
illness begins the book. He describes
how suffering is never “neutral,” but
always pushes the sufferer to respond
with potentially disastrous or beneficial
spiritual results.
The book is then divided into six
forms of temptations (called “traps”) and
six forms of comfort available to believers
who suffer. The traps for a sufferer are
(1) awareness of the profound, and
potentially permanent, difference
suffering makes, (2) fear of more suffering
coming, (3) envy of those who are not
suffering or who are happy, (4) confusion
about what God is doing and doubt
that God is good, (5) denial that what
happened is as bad as it seems, and (6)
the discouragement that can dominate
one’s thinking and life. The comforts
are (1) God’s grace as expressed in
Romans 8:18–39, (2) God’s presence
and the rest it brings, (3) God’s
sovereignty and the absolute control
God has over all things, (4) God’s good
purposes for suffering, (5) the comfort
of God’s people when they love the
sufferer, and (6) the comfort of a heart
that is resting in Jesus Christ. Each of
these twelve chapters has strong
warnings, strong encouragements, and
healthy advice on finding God’s help
and comfort.
This book belongs by God’s Grace in
Your Suffering (2018) by David Powlison
and The Crook in the Lot (1737) by
Thomas Boston in your library. It is not
only for those who suffer now, but it is
certainly for them.
New Horizons, July 2019

… is John Goris’s latest book as
he reflects poetically on
experiencing life in this world.
His obvious love for the Lor d,
creation and mankind is
evident. With this presentation
of poems, it seems that nothing
has escaped Goris’s gaze.
Not one of these poems could
have been written if the
author’s mind would not have
been thoroughly drenched in
the Bible. Indeed these poems
are a testimony to the grace of
God.
Dr Peter Naylor, Cardiff, pastor of Evan‐
gelical Presbyterian Church of England
and Wales, UK.

When
My
Death
Has
Come …

is a wonderfully helpful
little book to assist your
loved ones manage the
affairs of how your
funeral and its related
matters are to be
handled. The book has
eight sections to help
you express your will
plainly after you have
departed to be with the
Lo r d .
AN IDEAL BOOK FOR
DEACONS TO GIVE TO
CHURCH MEMBERS.

Published by Matrix Typography

Price $27.00 (includes postage)
Bulk orders of 10 or more $22.00 +
postage

Send orders to:
walter@matrix-typography.co.nz

Enquiries to:
Matrix Typography Ltd

ALL ORDERS MUST BE PAID FOR
ONLINE BEFORE DESPATCH.
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