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In our Reformed Churches in New Zealand, we have a wonderful heritage
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down and when they get up. To tie them as symbols on their hands and
bind them on their foreheads and finally, to write them on the doorframes
of their houses and gates. (Deut 6:7-9) Another aspect of nurture is also
included in the establishment of Christian schools and Christian home
schooling.
So, why such a great amount of effort, time, money invested in children?
Shouldn’t we just let them be children for as long as possible? My answer
and the answer of many before me is a resounding NO!
The point of 20 years of nurture per child is so that they will grow to
love the LORD with all their heart, soul, and strength and to serve Him with
all that is in them.
I stated in last month’s Faith in Focus, (vol 46/7, p9) that all of life is
service. All of life is to be to the glory of God, that we may enjoy Him
forever – our children too. And so, we teach them. By implication, we
promised (at their baptism) to do all in our power to lead them to the
Saviour, Jesus Christ by our example, and encourage them to actively serve
Christ in a passionate, personal, self-sacrifical way.
Parents really do have a glorious responsibility.
Our contributors investigate the call to children to serve Christ Jesus and
provide examples of godly childhoods which show both courage and
commitment to their LORD.
Mr Daniel Wilson considers the biblical expectations for children and
which kind of Bible should be read.
Mrs Joanna Voschezang and Mrs Emily Voschezang write about examples
of godly children in the past.
Mrs Sally Davey introduces some thoughts of Tim Challies article on the
millenial generation.
Mr Burk Parsons ruminates on the courage to be Reformed.
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Serving Christ in childhood
Daniel Wilson

Biblical expectations
for our children
“What did you expect … . They’re only
children!” Have you ever heard or
uttered that sentiment? Those words
could be rightly used to defend a child
from unrealistic expectations, but those
same words could also easily be used
to lower genuine expectations for our
children. Far too often in our modern
age, children are either held up as the
perfect hope for the future, or they are
debased as having no value or contribution to make. Sadly, these extremes
can be seen in the church as well. At

times, we hold our children to impossible
standards of obedience or performance
– which dishonours Christ and often
crushes our children’s faith. However,
we dare not overreact to that sort of
legalism in the church by turning to the
antinomian idea of not expecting much
at all from our children! So, what should
we expect of our children? How does
the Bible shape our view of what a child
can accomplish in their youth?
The Bible’s view of children gives us
an excellent antidote to the two ex-
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Children can be faithful,
and we should disciple
and train them to serve
the Lord fervently from
the heart from their
earliest days. We dare
not expect less of our
children. We should
expect more! But that
doesn’t mean that we
place unbearable
burdens on our children
or young people. Rather,
it means that we seek to
mould and shape them
through God’s Word to
be serious disciples of
Christ.

4

tremes mentioned above. For on the
one hand, the Bible teaches us that children are sinful from conception onwards (Psalm 51:5). Therefore, children
are not to be trusted by themselves or
given free rein to do as they wish – for
that would certainly lead to sin and destruction (Proverbs 22:15 & 29:15).
However, the Bible frequently also calls
on young people and children to learn
God’s Word, wisdom and instruction
(Proverbs 1:4; Ecclesiastes 12:1). Furthermore, the Scriptures give us multiple
examples of faithful children and youth
who accomplished much for God’s
Kingdom (Joseph, Samuel, David, Josiah, etc). The biblical view of youth is
overall quite positive. There is a natural
tendency toward folly and sin, but with
instruction and correction our young
people can do great things for the Lord!
Therefore, we must have realistic and
yet high expectations for our young
people. Children can serve the Lord
while they are young, and we should
prayerfully expect the Lord to work
amongst our young people.
So, what are biblical
expectations for how our
children can serve the Lord in
their youth?
I would like to answer that question in
two ways: first, by speaking of what the
Bible says about and requires of the
young; and second, by giving some
examples of what young people accomplished in the Bible.
Firstly, what does the Bible say
about and require of young people?
Even though they are little sinners, children are nonetheless blessings from the
Lord (Psalm 127:3). These little blessings
are to be cared for and nurtured in the
faith from their infancy. Deuteronomy
6:6-9 explains that parents should disciple their children in God’s Law and
the faith at all times of life and at every
opportunity. Psalm 78:5-7 gives a similar
instruction, explaining that God always
intended the faith to be passed from
generation to generation. The tone of
these passages and others (like Proverbs
4:1-4) indicate that from infancy our
children can learn major concepts about
the Bible, God, His Law, and what God
requires of us Perhaps one of the clearest
verses on that point is from Paul’s letter
to Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5 + 3:14-17).
Paul there reminds Timothy of how he
learned the faith from his mother and

grandmother, and how he learned the
Scriptures from his infancy. The Bible
fully expects children to be able to learn
the Scriptures, and when you read certain portions of God’s Word to children
repeatedly – they can learn it rather
quickly (see my other article in this
issue). The NT specifically addresses the
role of children in the church by discussing their standing before God (1
Cor.7:14), by addressing them directly
(Eph.6:1, Col.3:20), and by explaining
that true faith will be similar to that of
a child (Matthew 18:2-4, 19:4, Mark
10:5). These passages indicate that if
children are to be in the church, and
we are to have the simple trusting faith
of a child – then certainly our children
should be taught and discipled in the
faith! Surely, we should expect more of
our young people than simply thinking
that they should attend a few classes
but that they can’t really be useful or
responsible in the church until they are
basically adults. We should be discipling
our children to own the faith from a
young age, teaching them to serve the
Lord from their hearts, because even
children can be used of the Lord.
Secondly, let’s examine what certain
young people in the Bible have been
able to accomplish.
If only adults can faithfully serve the
Lord, then we would expect that only
adults would be commended in the
Word of God. But if children should be
seriously discipled in the faith and much
be expected of them – then we should
see evidence of children and young
people doing great things for the Lord
in Scripture.That is what we see!
Probably the most famous example
that is given of a child being faithful to
the Lord in a tough circumstance is
David when he fought Goliath. However, I think that isn’t the best example
because of how the text speaks of
David. Based on the description of him
in 1 Samuel 16-18, David was probably
sixteen to nineteen years old and as
strong as a grown man when he fought
Goliath. He was not a spindly twelve
year old! He was a man of war who
could wear Saul’s armour, and he didn’t
tell Saul that it didn’t fit him … . David
complained that he was not used to
wearing armour (as in it he found it difficult to move). Having said all that,
David still provides an excellent example for our teenagers for how to trust
the Lord and how to stand up for what
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is right. The example of Joseph is another excellent example for our youth
and teenagers, for the Lord preserved
him both in the face of temptation and
in the face of trial (Genesis 37-40).
Perhaps better examples of faithful
children could be found in the child
kings Joash and Josiah. Joash was seven
when he became king of Judah. In 2
Kings 12, we are told that he was faithful to the Lord and did what was right
in the sight of the Lord all the days of
Jehoiada the priest. Evidently, it was
the sound counsel and strong teaching
of the high priest which enabled Joash
to obey and serve the Lord. We should
expect our children to respond well to
solid teaching as well. Josiah, on the
other hand, was a little bit different. Josiah didn’t have one particular role
model or guide to keep him straight.
However, he was more faithful to the
Lord than Joash. In 2 Kings 22, we are
told that Josiah did what was right in
the sight of the Lord and walked in all
the way of his father David, nor did he
turn aside to the right or to the left!
Imagine that … a young child of eight
being crowned king of Judah, and the
Lord preserved and held him faithful as
the ruler of His people!
Another example of faithful young
people is found in the book of Daniel.
There we find the examples of how
Daniel and his friends (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) were faithful to
the dietary restrictions of God even in
a foreign land, and how they refused to
worship the image of the king even in
the face of death. These young people
had clearly been taught the Word of
God, and they were faithful to apply
what they had learned when their parents and teachers were no longer
around. In a foreign land they remained true to the Lord. In like manner, we should train our children to
love and obey the Lord even when we
are not there to prompt them.
In my opinion, the best example of
a child serving the Lord in the Scriptures comes from 2 Kings 5. We all
know the story of Naaman the Syrian
who came to Elisha to be healed of his
leprosy, but we might occasionally forget the story of the little girl who told
him about Elisha. We are not told
much about this young girl, except that

she had been taken captive by a raiding party of the Syrians. From that brief
description, you can imagine what this
little girl must have endured. She
would have been growing up as a
daughter of Israel, being taught the
faith in her city or village, when the
Syrians came riding into town. The Syrians would have attacked her home
and killed and pillaged their way across
the countryside. Perhaps her parents
were killed, or perhaps she was simply
kidnapped. Either way, she was separated from everyone and everything she
held dear and forced to work in the
home of an enemy of God’s people.
For many, that sounds like a recipe for
bitterness against God and man alike,
but what do we see in that account?
This little girl saw the leprosy of Naaman her master, and she had compassion on him. She remarked to her
mistress, “I wish that my master were
with the prophet who is in Samaria!
Then he would cure him of his leprosy.” That is more than just an example of a child-like faith. That is a
mature and expectant faith! This little
girl was confident that God could heal
this man through his prophet Elisha,
and she even desired to see him
healed in this way. In her attitude and
words, we see a depth of faith, forgiveness and godliness which could easily
put many adults to shame.
Now, some might be tempted to
write off such biblical stories as if they
were mere exceptions to the rule.
However, while exceptional, such accounts clearly show that children can
achieve much for the Lord. Children
can be faithful, and we should disciple
and train them to serve the Lord fervently from the heart from their earliest
days. We dare not expect less of our
children. We should expect more! But
that doesn’t mean that we place unbearable burdens on our children or
young people. Rather, it means that we
seek to mould and shape them through
God’s Word to be serious disciples of
Christ. It is my prayer that the Lord will
give us zeal for discipling the next generation so that they will surpass us in
godliness and faithfulness to our Lord!
Mr Daniel Wilson is the minister of
the Reformed Church in North Shore.

Faith in Focus Volume 46/8 September 2019

Which
kind of
Bible
should I
read to
my
children?
I love children! Like any normal father,
I love to see the blessings and strengths
of my children. I especially love the
stage of life where our children begin
to really understand and talk and have
conversations (ages two to six). I loved
how my son Jonathan had this adorable
problem pronouncing certain words
when he was three to four years old
(his L’s somehow sound like W’s). I love
the quirkiness and silly things that
children do, and the limitations to what
they can perceive and understand. And
yet, I have seen, children aged two to
five years old quoting whole chapters
of scripture! At age three, despite his
youth, one of my boys could quote I
Corinthians 13 perfectly. No, he is no
genius. Just come for a visit and you
will find that none of my boys are
particularly smart or wise … and yet,
each of them have memorised chapters
of Scripture (in NKJV, ESV, and
NIV translations). Jonathan memorized
nearly whole chapters beginning at the
age of two! And no this is not the result
of an aggressive “Pastor-Father”
syndrome – this all came about because
I read the same chapters from the Bible
to my boys several times a week. To
understand why … you need to know
my Mom.
5

A godly heritage
My mother used to read Scripture to
me when I was little. My earliest
memories are crawling out of bed at
5:30 or 6 in the morning and going
downstairs to listen to my mom read
her Bible. She would read the five
“Psalms of the day” and the “Proverb
of the day” and then the Armour of
God from Ephesians 6. At a very early
age, I learned the King James version
of the Armour of God (and I loved to
recite it). I learned numerous Proverbs,
and sought to apply them to daily life.
The most notable instance being when
I tried to convince my dad to build me
a room in the attic, because Solomon
said it is better to live in the corner of
the housetop, than in a wide room with
a brawling woman (and I labelled my
sister Sarah as a brawling woman!).
Again, I was no genius. In fact, I couldn’t
read properly until nearly eight or nine
years old, and even then, not that well
for years after! The whole reason that
I could memorize large portions of
Scripture was that my Mom faithfully
read the same passages to me over and
over until the Spirit embedded it in my
heart/mind.

Years later, after we had several
children, I remembered my mother’s
faithful habits. So, I decided to get the
boys up to have devotions with me.
They loved it. They came and cuddled
next to me on the couch as I read
passage after passage to them. I was
beginning to think it wasn’t working
until one day I paused to take a drink
of my coffee. I was reading from
Galatians 5, vs. 19 and I paused after
saying, “The acts of the sinful nature
are obvious:” Pause. Sip of coffee. And
suddenly a little voice piped up –
speaking around the thumb that
remained in his mouth: “Sexual
immowawity, impurwity, and debawshery, idowatry and witchcwaft,
hatwed, dishcord, etc etc …” And I
just stared at two year old Jonathan
in amazement! I normally read those
verses quickly because I didn’t really
care for the boys to learn that part, I
was jumping ahead to the fruit of the
Spirit. But here he was reciting that
part perfectly! I began to test the boys’
memory after a couple of weeks, and
David(5),Benjamin(3½),andJonathan
(2) were all remembering whole
chapters!

Photo by Pricilla du Preez on Unsplash
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A mystery explained
At first I was baffled … . How could this
be? But then I was reminded how
language works. If you were to take your
two, three, or five year old children to
China, and leave them there … . They
would learn the language. It might be
frustrating for a little while. But in six
months or so, they would learn the
language (and their accent would be
that of a native – perhaps with only the
slightest hint that they were a foreigner!).
We see that happen every year or so
here in the North Shore with immigrants
from all over the world. Your child has
been designed and programmed by God
to learn language. That includes the
language they speak every day (English),
but it also refers to the language of
religion and interest. The child of a
motor-head will love cars. The child of
a carpenter will most likely love wood
and tools. The child of a Christian should
love Christ and His Word! Ahh, but
there we reach the crux of the matter.
We don’t always teach our children the
faith in an “every moment, every day”
sort of way as God commands in
Deuteronomy 6. We often are “20
minutes a day Christians”. Therefore, we
create that same “20 minutes a day”
sentiment in our children’s faith!. We
often think that our children can’t handle
the full Bible, and so we reach out for
story Bibles and children’s cartoons to
explain the faith. However, these
booklets and stories are intended to
supplement the reading of the Bible –
NOT REPLACE IT! As a result, many
families are actually training their
children to learn the language of the
children’s Bible – which is often
extremely inferior to God’s Word.
Children’s Bibles should not replace
the Word of God, because when used
as a full replacement – it trains the child
in a language which does not stretch
them. You see, when children are very
young, we read books and stories to
them, and they learn to speak from what
they hear. If you only read children’s
books to your child all the way until they
are seven or eight, they will be stunted
in their development. But if you read
books at their level as well as higher and
harder books – their ability will grow
dramatically. If you want your children
to understand the Bible – teach it to
them. Read passages from the Bible in
a good translation out loud to your
children. Sure, we use children’s story
Bibles each day, and we leave good

illustrated Bible story books on the book
shelf for the boys to peruse when they
want. But we also make sure that we
read the Word of God to the boys each
day. And you know what? They actually
do learn it! They do understand more
than we realize! Day after day, week
after week, your children will learn and
grow and their minds will learn the
language of Scripture. You don’t need
to fall into the fallacy of thinking that
your children always need materials
completely on their level. Your children
can and will rise to the level of God’s
Word! If you started them in full
immersion Chinese – they would learn
it. If you start them on full immersion
King James Version Bible – They WOULD
Learn it! If you read them the NIV or
the ESV or the NASB – they will eventually
learn and understand it! And you will
be training them in the language of God
from youth – which means it will be
easier for them to read and understand
the Word than perhaps it is for you.
Enable your children to spiritually
stand on your shoulders and perhaps
even surpass your attainments in faith.
Train them now in the Word of God.
Yes, each child is different, and each
child will learn at a different pace. But
God’s Word does not return void. Use
the Bible with your children regularly
(and repetitively) and they will learn
and grow to the glory of our glorious
God!
Mr Daniel Wilson is the minister of the
Reformed Church in North Shore.
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Serving Christ in childhood
Joanna and Emily Voschezang

Faith in children
of history

Taarore

As members of Reformed Churches
across New Zealand we are generally
strongly in favour of infant baptism,
recognising our children as members of
God's covenant and recipients of his
grace. However, despite this theological
stance, how many of us believe that
our children are actually capable of
exhibiting strong faith, Christian
character, and faithful service and
witness? If our children are indeed
members of God's covenant, then there
is no reason to doubt their ability to
serve him wholeheartedly. In order to
encourage us to promote this kind of
faith in the children of our churches we
will look at some examples from church
history, spanning the globe and
hundreds of years of Christian witness.1

Taarore:

Sarah Pierrepont Edwards

8

When we consider strong faith in
children few examples are more striking
than that of the young Maori girl,
Taarore. Taarore was the daughter of
Ngakuku, nephew of the chief of the
Ngati Haua in the Waikato. In 1835
her father sent her to the mission school
set up by the Rev. Alfred Brown and
his wife Charlotte. They taught Taarore
to read and gave her a copy of the
gospel of Luke, printed in Maori – Te
Rongopai. Taarore treasured her 'good
news' and would sometimes read it
aloud around the fire at night to her
father and the other warriors of the
tribe. Thanks to his daughter's influence,
Ngakuku also became a Christian. When
the mission school had to be moved to
Tauranga during the Musket Wars,
Ngakuku was one of those escorting his
daughter and the other children through
the forest. Their little group was found
by a rival tribe and during the chaos of
escaping children, Taarore was killed

and her gospel stolen by the warrior
who ended her life. However, this little
girl's faithful dedication to the principles
of Jesus Christ had a profound effect
on her father even after her death.
Instead of claiming 'utu' (vengeance), he
followed Jesus' example and determined
to love his enemies. When the warrior
who killed Taarore read the words of
her book he was convicted of his sin
and sought forgiveness from Ngakuku.
The message of the gospel spread
through the Bay of Plenty, and in time
across the country. We can learn much
from the devotion of Taarore to the
words of life written in the book she
was given. Her desire to read, to learn,
and to share with others was a bright
spark in the spiritual desolation of the
time. She was a true child of faith and
a shining example that children can,
and do, have the capacity to be a faithful
Christian witness.

Sarah Pierrepont Edwards:
Sarah Pierrepont was born in 1710 in
the United States, daughter of a pastor
and his wife. Her father died when she
was only four, however Sarah's mother
raised her with a great love for God.
By all accounts Sarah was an unusual
child, known for her awareness of God's
nearness. Jonathan Edwards, who would
be her husband, wrote these words
when he first met her at age 13:
"They say there is a young lady in
New Haven who is beloved of that Great
Being, who made and rules the world,
and that there are certain seasons in
which this Great Being, in some way or
other invisible, comes to her and fills
her mind with exceeding sweet delight,
and that she hardly cares for anything,
except to meditate on him … . She has
a strange sweetness in her mind and

Faith in Focus

Volume 46/8 September 2019

singular purity in her affections; is most
just and conscientious in all her
conduct … . She is of a wonderful
sweetness, calmness and universal
benevolence of mind; especially after
this Great God has manifested himself
to her mind. She will sometimes go
about from place to place, singing
sweetly; and seems to be always full of
joy and pleasure; and no one knows for
what. She loves to be alone, walking in
the fields and groves, and seems to have
someone invisible always conversing with
her.2
What an amazing statement to have
written about oneself! Sarah was a child
who loved God and felt his love most
keenly. She demonstrated this by her
joy and loving service to those around
her. May the same be said of the children
in our churches also!

Eric Liddell:
Otherwise known as the Flying
Scotsman, and winner of the 1924
Olympic gold medal in the 400 metre
sprint, Eric Liddell was first and foremost
a man of strong faith and solid
convictions. Eric was born in China in
1902 to James and Mary Liddell, a
missionary couple. At age 6 he was sent
to a school for the sons of missionaries
in England, where he spent the next 10
years. Eltham College became Eric's
family and his strong character was
forged here. At eight years old Eric was
already trying to protect younger boys
from being bullied, and telling teachers
off for breaking their own rules.3 The
absence of his parents was filled by
letters of encouragement and news from
the mission field, and this encouraged
a desire in Eric to fill his father's shoes,
despite the long-distance relationship.
By the age of eight or nine he had
decided that he wanted to be a
missionary in China 4 , and nothing
dissuaded him from this course for the
rest of his life; not even winning gold
at the Olympics. Such dedication in one
so young is rare, but not impossible.
Eric obviously had a very strong faith,
from a very young age, and this did not
waver throughout his life. He went to
Bible classes at school and read his Bible
every day, professing his faith in the
Scottish Congregational Church at age
15. This strong foundation kept him in
good stead for the difficult task he faced
in staying humble in the wake of his
sporting success, and persevering
through severe trial in his mission work

in China. Eric Liddell's life is a record
of faithful service to God, from his early
years in China, through his schooling in
England, and his service as a missionary
until his death aged 43. May we all
encourage the young in our churches
to build such a strong foundation as
this!

Rachel Scott:
On April 20, 1999, two high school
boys went on a rampage in Columbine
High School in Littleton, Colorado, USA.
They killed 13 people, and wounded
many more, before taking their own
lives. One of their victims, Rachel Scott,
was raised in a Christian home, and at
the age of twelve she began developing
the deep relationship with the Lord that
would characterize the rest of her short
life. Her journals reveal a close,
powerful, life-changing walk with God
that we should all long to experience.
Although she was a beautiful, talented,
outgoing young woman who could have
easily made her way into the popular
crowds at school, she instead chose to
spend her time with those on the fringes,
the new kids, and those with disabilities.
She saw her high school as her mission
field, and fervently prayed to God for
help in reaching her fellow students with
the love of Christ. In the year before
her death she regularly expressed a sense
that she didn’t have much longer to
live, and therefore threw herself
wholeheartedly into making her life
count. Her Christian love and
self-sacrifice impacted a large number
of her fellow students. In the hateful
videos her killers made months before
the shooting, they mentioned Rachel by
name, singling her out for the way she
fearlessly stood for her Christian faith.
On the day of the shooting, Rachel was
sitting outside eating lunch with a friend.
Before the fourth gunshot that would
end her life, she was asked if she
believed in God. “You know I do,” she
replied.5 The God who had carried her
so faithfully close to Himself throughout
her life now gave her the courage to
stand for Him at the very end. May we
have faith that the Lord can do the
same incredible work in our children
today!

Eric Liddell

Rachel Scott.

Source, Fair use, https://en.wikipedia.org

John Dau

John Dau:
At age 13, John Dau lost everything.
When his largely Christian village in
southern Sudan was attacked by Muslim
raiders on horseback, he was separated
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from his family and forced to flee to the
nearest country, Ethiopia. Out of the 27
“Lost Boys” he travelled with, 23 died
of starvation, dehydration, or disease,
were eaten by lions or hyenas, or were
shot or bombed by the enemy. Many
went insane on the long, lonely, three
month long walk. John had been
baptized as an infant and was a devout
Christian even at this young age. He had
never learned to read, but he
remembered stories, songs and Bible
verses he had heard in church. As he
walked, he called on God continually
to preserve his life, and rallied the other
boys by singing Dinka worship songs.
One day, he collapsed from dehydration.
“Now I said, ‘This is when I have to put
the Lord to the test, right now. I have
to see if I can survive this. Let me just
do it.’ I ask, ‘Jesus Christ, You say that
You are always everywhere. Wherever
I go, You are with me. What can I do?
I am now dying of thirst…. I have no
any other way.’”6 God heard his prayer
and brought two hunters across their

path, who offered them gourds of water.
John would go on to spend years in
refugee camps, where he was made a
leader of a group of 1,200 children and
teens despite his young age. He
counselled and cared for the others, and
together they worshipped God for three
hours every evening and for hours every
Sunday. He finally received an education
and was able to read God’s Word. His
faith has never wavered, and today he
shares the compassion of Christ with a
global audience. We pray for the safety
of our children, but let us also pray that
if the worst should happen they might
find their refuge and strength in the Lord
to carry them through!
The Lord has blessed us with the
opportunity to watch our children grow
in faith and Christian maturity, and we
would be remiss to let these years slip
by with low expectations for their
spiritual growth. Let us pray for the
children in our churches to grow, not
only in a head knowledge of biblical
truth, but also in a desire to show the

love, devotion and Christian character
that these children in history so
beautifully demonstrated. God is able
to work powerfully in and through them!
Notes
1 I highly recommend the picture book Taarore
and Her Book by Joy Cowley, 2009, to
introduce children to this remarkable story of
faith.
2 Stedman, Edmund Clarence, and Hutchinson,
Ellen Mackay, eds. A Library of American
Literature, from the Earliest Settlement to the
Present Time. New York: Charles L. Webster
& Company, 1891; Bartleby.com, 2013.
3 Hamilton, Duncan, For the Glory, Penguin
Random House UK, 2016, pg 38.
4 ibid, pg 40.
5 Scott, Darrell and Nimmo, Beth, Rachel’s Tears,
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2000
6 From the film God Grew Tired of Us, Directed
by Christopher Quinn, 2006

Mrs Joanna Voschezang is a member of
the Reformed Church in Hamilton and
Emily Voschezang is a member of the
Reformed Church in Pukekohe.

Outward focus
Sally Davey

The millennial generation
Tim Challies recently wrote the following in his popular blog. It struck
a chord because it helps us understand the possible heartache ahead
for that idealistic generation in our midst. We all know the millennials
– that generation of young people who love causes – and believe
they are the ones who can really change the world. As Challies notes,
they are beginning to reach the middle of their lives – that point at
which we start to realise we may never reach those heroic heights we
once dreamed of. This is particularly hard for the millenials, because
all their lives they’ve been encouraged to think the world will be a
better place because of their contribution. Perhaps their disappointment will be the place where gospel truth will enter their hearts?
Read what Challies has to say:
10

One of the things I most admire about
the Millennial generation is their desire
to make a difference in the world. They
are convinced that it’s their responsibility
to make the world a better place. Not
only that, but they believe they actually
can. It’s little wonder, then, that it’s so
easy to rally this generation to the sake
of causes – climate change or gun control
or social inequalities or other matters
of justice. They’ve got a high assessment
of both their responsibility and their
ability.
But the Millennial generation is not
as young as they once were. When we
think of them, we probably think of
people in their late teens or early twenties
– those digital natives who have always
been more at home with a screen than
a book, with Netflix than with
Faith in Focus
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Blockbuster. But the vanguard is nearing
the end of their thirties and rapidly
approaching their forties. And with it,
they’re nearing the age they’re likely to
encounter the dreaded mid-life crisis.
What’s a mid-life crisis? I’ve had to
think about the term a lot as I and my
Gen-X peers move into our middle
forties and face the startling reality that,
in all likelihood, we’ve come to the
second half of our lives. A mid-life crisis
may not be a diagnosable condition like
pneumonia or diabetes. It may not be
a condition that everyone experiences
or that everyone experiences in the
same way. But that doesn’t make it any
less real. It describes a genuine and
common phenomenon – a sense of
despair or depression that settles over
people as they realize that their lives
are already half gone, that they are
closer to the grave than the cradle.
When we are young we have a sense
of optimism and a heightened
assessment of our abilities. We believe
we can conquer the world, or at least
bend it to our will. We always know
that at some point we will die, but that
time is so distant that it’s ethereal, so
far off that we’ve still got a whole lifetime

to achieve our goals, or to far exceed
them.
Then we hit forty or forty-five and
realize that life is suddenly half over.
We are forced to look at our paltry list
of accomplishments, to concede our
lack of skills, to admit our increasing
weariness, to acknowledge our
decreasing strength, and to face the fact
that we won’t do nearly what we thought
we would do. We won’t be remembered
among the greats. We won’t be the
subject of biographies. We won’t change
the world. Our hearts begin to echo the
despairing cry of the Sage: “Vanity of
vanities! All is vanity.”
Different people respond to this
despair in different ways. Many try to
recapture their youth – they buy a sports
car or take up an old hobby. Many try
to fight their age – they grow out a
pony tail or get cosmetic surgery. Many
try to anaesthetize their pain with vices
– they go partying in Vegas or have an
affair. Only a few make it through
without some crisis, without some
extended time of lament.
Of all generations, it’s the Millennials
who have had the deepest sense that
it’s their responsibility to save the earth,

Photo by Icons8 team on Unsplash
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With such a heightened
desire to make a
difference and with such
a towering assessment
of their abilities, the fall
will be from a great
height and come with
crushing pain.

12

to better society, to rescue humanity.
From childhood they’ve been told that
their parents and grandparents broke
this world, pillaged its resources,
unbalanced its economy, and harmed
its people. From grade school they’ve
been assured it falls to them to pull it
all back from the brink of destruction.
They are convinced they are equal to
the challenge. An incredible nine of
ten Millennials believe it is their
responsibility to make a measurable
difference in the world, while six of
ten believe they themselves will make
some great contribution in their
lifetime.
And yet for many of them midlife
is rapidly approaching. Soon enough,
they too will cross that invisible line
that divides the first half of life from
the second. They too will wake to the
reality that for all their dreams and
desires, for all their opinions and
positions, for all their marches and
advocacy, they will accomplish little
more than their parents or
grandparents. Sure they will right some
wrongs, but inevitably they will also
wrong some rights. Yes, they will repair
some of what has been broken, but
they will leave some fresh damage in
their wake. With such a heightened
desire to make a difference and with
such a towering assessment of their
abilities, the fall will be from a great
height and come with crushing pain.
I really do admire the Millennial
generation. We who are part of Gen-X,
like the Boomers before us, were
mostly just told to stay the course. We
didn’t want to make the world worse,
but we also didn’t feel it was our
responsibility to make it much better.
We were just taught to look out for
ourselves and our kids.
The Millennials have been charged
with a much tougher task and one that
is unrealistic. Though some of them
will make a great contribution, it will
certainly not be six out of ten or even
six out of a million. For now they are
still young enough to think their day
will come, that greater successes are
ahead. But we who have been through
midlife, or who are there now, had
better begin preparing them for the
sorrow, the despair, the ugly intrusion
of reality, that is looming in the not-toodistant future.

As I responded in my own mind to
Challies, here are some thoughts I
came up with:
1. While it may seem arrogant to us
who are older to believe that
you’re a special person tasked with
changing the world, spare some
sympathy for the millennials. All
their lives their parents, teachers,
and peers have been encouraging
them in these ideas.
2. Nevertheless, such self-importance
and over-confidence is addressed
in the Bible. Joseph did not make
his brothers love him when he
revealed his dreams. James advises
his readers not to boast: “What is
your life? For you are a mist that
appears for a little time and then
vanishes. Instead you ought to say
‘If the Lord wills we will live and
do this or that.’ As it is, you boast
in your arrogance. All such
boasting is evil.” (James 4:14-16)
3. Ecclesiastes shows us – if we were
ever in any doubt – that much of
life is vanity. Many of our dreams,
and not a few of our actions, are
simply emptiness. Our whole duty
is to “fear God and obey his
commandments”.
4. So where do we find our purpose
and significance? What is
worthwhile doing in this life? We
find purpose in knowing God
through Jesus Christ; in recognising ourselves as poor sinners
needing his work on our behalf.
On that basis, we can have
confidence that “in the Lord [our]
labour is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58).
5. Whatever we do for his sake will
have lasting value, we can trust
him for that.
6. The millennials, like all of us, need
gospel hope as the basis for
authentic lives.

What are your responses?

SD
Challies.com – June 26, 2019
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Letters from New Zealand
D. G. Vanderpyl

November 1983
I was so pleased when I read in the
Silverstream newsletter the following
notice to the congregation, which could
well be followed by many other
churches, both here and in Australia.
The Church Order only mentions it in
connection with our ministers, that they
retain the honour and title of emeritus
minister, but seldom is this recognised
for ruling elders.
The statement read:
By action of the session, in has been
decided to declare Br. John Kleinjan
an elder emeritus of this congregation.
He has served faithfully over many
years as an elder, but because he
must not be subjected to too much
stress, we, his brother elders feel that
he should not be called upon in the
future to carry some of the stress that
goes with this work. However, we do
expect that he will continue to perform
those tasks (such as teaching
catechism or communicant classes)
for which he is eminently suited. We
trust that you, the members of this
congregation, will heartily concur in
this action.
I don't know if this is a sign of the times
but I just read an overture from a session
in America to their Synod in which they
pleaded for the need for elders to
outnumber the ministers at presbyteries
and synods. What they would like to
see in the future is two elders to one
minister from each church. They would
also like to see the rule that now permits
only ministers to preside at church
courts, changed. Well, it all does make
sense to me. After all, the church at
large is supposed to be governed by the
ruling elders and not by the theologians
alone.

December
We were on our way from Tokyo City
to that famous mountain, Fuji, not too
far from Japan's capital, when the
Japanese tour escort, a dear old lady,
told us through the intercom, “Those
who don't climb this beautiful mountain

are fools. However, those who do climb
it, are double fools for the simple reason
that this holy mountain is more beautiful
from a distance.”
Well, we admired Mt Fuji from a
distance and we were even fortunate
enough to take some photos as the top
of the mountain is usually shrouded in
clouds. And we did climb it but not to
the top. Our tour escort also told us
the story of the fellow who had climbed
the mountain with his family and related
the event quite excitedly to his
neighbour the next day. His neighbour,
a friendly old fellow, asked him if he
had spotted his house while he was up
on the mountain. “Don't be
ridiculous,” exclaimed the Fuji
climber. “That is totally impossible
from such a distance.” His
neighbour replied, “That’s funny,
I can see the mountain quite
clearly from my window.”
Japan is a beautiful country.
The people are well dressed and
there are no dogs in sight, not even a
fly to swat. In Tokyo’s Disneyland they
even polish the rubbish bins. A dozen
TV channels commence broadcasting at
6 a.m. each morning. Several channels
present educational programmes right
through the day. Before the children
leave home for school, they can brush
up their subjects for the day; biology,
maths and even languages (French,
German or English) are taught via the
TV. According to an opinion poll, 90%
of the Japanese think they belong to the
middle-class and two-thirds are content
with their present standard of living.
Almost half of those interviewed
emphasised the importance of mental
richness and four out of ten regard
material affluence as very vital. Although
only less than one per cent of the
population adheres to the Christian
religion, the influence of Christianity in
Japan seems to be quite considerable,
particularly in education, social work and
the labour movement. According to some
observers, the Japanese sample many
faiths, but few believe fervently in any.
Most are content with what they call
“chuto-hanpa”, a bit of this and a bit of
that. As one young Tokyo girl said, “I
owe respect to my ancestors and show
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it
through
Buddhism; I am a
Japanese, so I do all the
little Shinto rituals, and I
had a Christian marriage,
because I thought that this
would be real pretty. It is a
contradiction, but so what?”
In our hotel room, we spotted two
books standing side by side, the Gideon
Bible and a Buddhist book. The one
offered salvation from sin and misery
and the other proclaimed relief from
suffering. In that same hotel we were
privileged to meet representatives of the
Reformed Church of Japan. We had a
beautiful time of fellowship together and
strongly felt the oneness in Christ. Theirs
is a constant struggle of acceptance as
Christians. The concept of a universal
God simply does not mesh with being
Japanese. The story of the Reformed
Church of Japan is an interesting one.
We saw no dogs, no flies, neither
did we see an army. There is a type
of military police, called the Defence
Police Force, but that is all they have.
Until now, the Japanese Diet
(Parliament) has been against having
an army, but public opinion, especially
after the downing of the Korean
passenger plane by the Russians, is
leaning more and more towards a
proper army and navy. As someone
said, “Japan is like a house without
doors. Anyone can just walk in and
take over. We need doors and locks
to secure our home.”
We talked with some students who
13

were keen to try their English on us.
They were very helpful and courteous.
When they finish their studies, they will
go to great lengths to choose their
vocations. They will select some
companies they are interested in working
for and collect all the available data and
information on these companies. They
will visit their plants and offices. The
companies involved also make their
selections very carefully. When finally
accepted by a firm, they will give their
unstinting loyalty to that company for
the rest of their lives. Popular preference
choices are insurance companies,
followed by electronic businesses and
travel bureaux.
Their popular drink is sake, a
fermented beverage made from rice,
which can be drunk either cold or slightly
warmed. A well-known local proverb
reads, “A humble man is like a man in
his old age to be compared to rice in
the paddy, ready to be harvested, bowed
down with the weight of the grain.”
Abridged

“In the service of Christ
there may be
disappointments, but
there cannot be despair;
there may be conflicts,
but never doubt; there
may be afflictions, but
never without
comfort.”
Phillip E Hughes
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“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.”
Prov 1:7
THE REFORMED CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL ASSN
Invites applications for the
position of

PRIMARY TEACHER
YEARS 1-4
FULL TIME POSITION
The Silverstream Christian School
is a Christian school set up to
provide Christian education to
our covenant children. Our aim is
to develop a biblically consistent
world and life view in our students
based on the Reformed faith. We
believe this Reformed faith to be
the most accurate expression of
biblical Christianity.
Employment would commence at
the beginning of Term 3, 2019 or
Term 1, 2020.
Applicants must be committed
to the Reformed faith and to
Reformed Christian education.
This is an exciting opportunity
to be part of a vibrant covenant
community, and we look forward
to your application.
If you have any questions or would
like more information, please do
not hesitate to contact us. Please
forward your C.V. with 3 referees
to:
Contact details:

Geoff Doyle
Email:

board@silverstreamchristian.school.nz
Ph: (04) 9707659
Address: 8 Blue Mountains Road,
Silverstream, Upper Hutt 5019

The Free Reformed School
Association (Tas) Inc.
invites applications for the
position of

Secondary Teacher
(English/Drama
specialisation preferred)
Fulltime or Part-time
Position available
Looking for a change of scenery?
Looking for a change in pace? Excited
to join a small dynamic group of staff
members all interested in advancing
children’s education? Then this is a
position for you.
The John Calvin School currently has
111 students from Kinder to Grade 10.
Our secondary school has combined
classes but our smaller classes allow
teachers great opportunities for
diverse teaching styles. The school is
in the centre of Launceston, Tasmania
which is a scenic island with world
renowned tourist attractions, food and
drink.
Employment at the John Calvin School
would commence at the beginning of
Term 1, 2019.
Applicants must be a member of the
Free Reformed Church of Australia or
any of her sister churches.
Conditions and salary are based on
the Educational Services (Teachers)
Award 2010, however remuneration
will be based on qualifications and
experience.
Any person who is interested in
teaching at our school at some point
in the future is also invited to lodge an
expression of interest.
For applications or more information
on this position, general information
and expressions of interest, please
contact:
The Board of the Free Reformed
School Association (Tas) Inc
E-mail: adminmanager@jcs.tas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6344 3794
Address: PO Box 89, Launceston 7250,
Tasmania, Australia.
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Focus on faith
J C Ryle

Self-Inquiry
Part 4
Let me ask, whether we know anything
of enjoying the means of grace?
When I speak of the means of grace,
I have in my mind's eye five principal
things: the Reading of the Bible, private
prayer, public worship, the sacrament
of the Lord's Supper, and the rest of
the Lord's day.
They are means which God has
graciously appointed in order to convey
grace to man's heart by the Holy Spirit,or
to keep up the spiritual life after it has
begun. As long as the world stands, the
state of a man's soul will always depend
greatly on the manner and spirit in which
he uses means of grace. The manner
and spirit, I say deliberately and of
purpose. Many English people use the
means of grace regularly and formally,

but know nothing of enjoying them:
they attend to them as a matter of duty,
but without a jot of feeling, interest, or
affection. Yet even common sense might
tell us that this formal, mechanical use
of holy things is utterly worthless and
unprofitable. Our feeling about them is
just one of the many tests of the state
of our souls.
How can that man be thought to
love God who reads about Him and
His Christ as a mere matter of duty,
content and satisfied if he has just moved
his mark onward over so many chapters?
How can that man suppose he is
ready to meet Christ who never takes
any trouble to pour out his heart to
Him in private as a Friend, and is satisfied
with saying over a string of words every
morning and evening, under the name
of "prayer", scarcely thinking what he is
about?
How could that man be happy in
heaven forever who finds Sunday a dull,
gloomy, tiresome day,-who knows
nothing of hearty prayer and praise, and

cares nothing whether he hears truth or
error from the pulpit, or scarcely listens
to the sermon?
What can be the spiritual condition
of that man whose heart never "burns
within him," when he receives that bread
and wine which specially remind us of
Christ's death on the cross, and the
atonement for sin? These inquiries are
very serious and important. If means of
grace had no other use, and were not
mighty helps toward heaven, they would
be useful in supplying a test of our real
state in the sight of God. Tell me what
a man does in the matter of Bible reading
and praying, in the matter of Sunday,
public worship, and the Lord's Supper,
and I will soon tell you what he is, and
on which road he is traveling. How is
it with ourselves? Once more let us ask-In the matter of means of grace, "How
do we do?"

Still Protesting “is about the real and
abiding strengths of the Protestant
Reformation as a critique of the Western
church five centuries ago. Despite
dramatic changes within the
ecclesiastical landscape, the status of
human beings before a holy and
righteous God and the message of the
gospel as explained by the Reformers
remain the same” (9).
For confessional Protestants, the
opening chapters remind us of the
enduring importance of the gospel
message that was recovered by our
forebears, and the later, polemical
chapters provide us with rebuttals to
the common critiques of the Reformation specifically and Protestantism in
general.
This is the book I needed to read

some years ago as a confused college
student on the campus of a progressivefriendly, Christian liberal arts university.
At the time, my favorite professors were
members of the Roman church or were
heading in that direction. It seemed to
me that Rome was the only alternative
to the activism and flippant doctrine of
evangelicalism.
From the outside, Roman liturgy, art,
and religious practice appear to be more
serious and spiritual than the liturgy and
practice in some Protestant churches.
But, as Hart shows, Rome is full of its
own errors, and one can’t sit in awe of
its architecture without noticing the
“kitsch,” all of the candles and home
decorations. The ordinary means of
grace and the solemn invocation that
“our help is in the name of the Lord”

Books in focus

Still Protesting: Why the
Reformation Matters
by D. G. Hart. Reformation Heritage
Books, 2018. Paperback, 207 pages,
$14.00.
Reviewed by OP member Tyler D.
Gaastra
Is the Roman church the only proper
home for Christians who are intellectually
serious? Is the Roman church the only
sure bastion of orthodoxy on questions
moral and ethical? Aren’t Protestants
responsible for hopeless divisions within
the church?
D. G. Hart, who needs no introduction
in these pages, hammers an emphatic
“no” to these questions and shows his
work in his timely book Still Protesting:
Why the Reformation Matters.
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are exceedingly more helpful than
statues and paintings, which only keep
us from true worship of the irreducible
God. The worship of confessional
churches is biblical, simple, necessary,
and sufficient.
In a helpful chapter entitled “What
If at Vatican II Rome Abandoned Being
the Church Jesus Founded?” Hart
highlights the disparate trends that are
present in the post-Vatican II church.
In many respects, Rome and mainline
Protestant denominations are following
the same trajectory of theological chaos
and liturgical experimentation. The
modern Roman church is not the same
one claimed by Augustine or Aquinas,
let alone the one Jesus founded.
Intended for a general audience, Still
Protesting is the book to give to those
friends and family members who are
tempted to climb the cathedral steps.
It is also a fitting read as we remember
the milestones of Protestantism, from
Wittenberg to Dordrecht. The
Reformation still matters because God
is still God, and we must give him the
glory.
New Horizons, June 2019

The Battle for the Biblical Family,
2nd ed.
by George C. Scipione. Crown &
Covenant, 2018. Paperback, 304
pages, $16.00.
Reviewed by OP pastor David P.
Bush
If I profess, with the loudest voice and
the clearest exposition, every portion of
the truth of God except precisely that
little point which the world and the
devil are at that moment attacking, I
am not confessing Christ, however boldly
I may be professing Christianity. Where
the battle rages the loyalty of the soldier
is proved; and to be steady on all the
battle-field besides is mere flight and
disgrace to him if he flinches at that
one point.
This famous quote (which is often
attributed to Martin Luther but rightly
belongs to Elizabeth Rundle Charles)
states precisely why Dr. Scipione’s book
is a must-read for all church officers,
marriage counselors, and anyone who
is married or who plans on being
married. The forces that have allied
themselves to actively dismantle the
biblical family have, of late, been largely
16

successful in their warfare, perhaps
because many in the church are soldiers
asleep at their post. Scipione arms his
reader with concrete, well illustrated,
and biblically sound stratagems to aid
the church militant in the grand battle
that she presently faces in protecting
the biblical family.
Scipione works through a variety of
family-related issues much like a
gemologist who inspects the various
facets of a diamond. Each chapter
addresses an aspect of the family and
how attacks have been leveled against
it from psychology, atheistic ideologies,
humanism, and even the Girl Scouts.
Starting with a defense of the family as
a basic building block to a healthy
society, Scipione takes his reader from
that foundation through to contemporary issues such as transgenderism.
Scipione utilizes a rich complement of
systematic, historical redemptive, and
exemplary approaches to develop his
various topics of discussion.
The weakness of this book might be
the fact that some will desire a fuller
treatment of a few of the topics. This
Scipione admits in the book (see
especially his remarks with respect to
the civil magistrate as it relates to the
family). However, I trust the vast majority
of readers will find sufficient material
to digest and to aid them in their
particular fight.
Three strengths make this book
worthy of note. First, Scipione does not
simply identify the battle for the biblical
family that closely concerns many
Christians, but offers concrete biblical
solutions for getting the victory. Second,
the enemies exposed in this book are
forces both outside the family as well
as inside the family. Third, the book
includes a number of very edifying
appendixes that address some presently
debated subjects (gender roles,
counseling, and the civil magistrate, to
name a few).
This book is the expansion of a
previous work titled The Sword and the
Shovel (2002), which was itself a revision
of a work titled The Biblical Battle for
the Family (1996). Those who have read
either of those books will find sufficient
additions in this present work to justify
its purchase.
New Horizons, June 2019
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Focus on politics & religion

Reflections on the Western
failure to defend persecuted
Christians
Ted Van Raalte
“Aid to the Church in Need” (ACN)
states that the persecution of Christians
today is worse than at any other time
in history. As one example of such
persecution, consider the statement in
a report commissioned by the Foreign
Secretary of the UK, Jeremy Hunt, and
released around Easter 2019. It stated
that, “A century ago Christians
comprised 20 percent of the [Middle
Eastern and North African] population.
Today, they are less than 4 percent, an
estimate of 15 million” (8). Why such
a drastic change? One of the reasons
for the increased oppression has been
the less than helpful response of so
many Western governments.
The stance of Western governments
regarding the persecution of Christians
in other countries has a significant impact
on the intensity of the oppression of
those Christians. The stronger the stance
against and the greater the action in
defense of persecuted Christians by the
USA, the UK, and European countries,
the greater the deterrent against
persecution. But when Western
governments say nothing or speak but
refuse to act – and this especially
happens when the left-leaning parties
are in power – persecution always
increases.
Foreign Secretary Hunt reflected on
the reasons why the UK government
had failed to speak up in the past
decades.
First on his list was the concern for
misguided imperialism. Brits with a guilty
conscience for past abuses of their

colonial subjects withdrew not only their
pressure to be British and Christian, but
even their insistence on fundamental
human rights. They stopped asserting
power altogether (overtly, at least). But
this hands-off approach is leaving
Christians undefended, tortured, and
killed.
Secondly, Hunt mentioned the feeling
in the West that Christians are all wellto-do, and should be left to fend for
themselves. In fact, persecution happens
against Christians who are the poorest
of the poor throughout the world. The
Bishop of Truro emphasized the same,
stating that Christianity is primarily a
phenomenon of the global South and
the global poor, and no longer at all
limited to wealthy white Christians.
Thirdly, Hunt could have specified
that left-leaning Western media disdain
all things Christian and give a free pass
to radical Islam. Many reporters and
editors refuse even to consider the fact
that Muslim terrorists read the Koran
literally. Instead, most news outlets
appear to think that accepting
transgenderism truly is about human
rights. In ignoring the plight of Christians
and the roots of radical Islam, the media
cut off the branch upon which they sit
– freedom of expression is a Christian
(and Enlightenment) gift; it does not
exist in radical Islam.
One of the staff members in Hunt’s
office who helped propel forward this
UK study on persecution is an Ahmadi
Muslim who had to flee Afghanistan due
to persecution by fellow, more radical
and fundamentalist Muslims. The
Ahmadi sect arose in 1889 and

Faith in Focus Volume 46/8 September 2019

comprises only one percent of the
world’s Muslims, but they are the most
peace-loving of all Muslims – the famous
Nabeel Qureshi (1983–2017) discusses
this as part of his own childhood in the
book, Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus. These
Muslims truly are marginalized; in
Pakistan, the Ahmadi are prohibited by
law from self-identifying as Muslim.
Consistent Christians should defend the
fundamental human rights even of nonChristians who are persecuted for their
faith, just as this man is helping to raise
the plight of so many persecuted
Christians.
Under God’s watch and in his plan,
lately even our own Western governments have failed to help persecuted
Christians. But Christianity is the religion
of the cross. Yes, our Lord has ascended
and is ruling, but the way to glory still
is the cross; the eternal weight of glory
is being produced by this light and
momentary affliction (2 Cor 4:17). Are
we willing to defend fellow suffering
Christians, even if that means a bit more
“suffering” for us? I pray that answer is
yes.
Mr Ted Van Raalte is a Professor of
Ecclesiology at the Canadian Reformed
Theological Seminary in Hamilton, ON
tvanraalte@crts.ca
Clarion, July 2019. Used with
permission.
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The courage to be Reformed
Burk Parsons –
Tabletalk Magazine
When we come to grasp Reformed
theology, it’s not only our understanding
of salvation that changes, but our
understanding of everything. It’s for this
reason that when people wrestle through
the rudimentary doctrines of Reformed
theology and come to comprehend
them, they often feel like they have
been converted a second time. In fact,
as many have admitted to me, the reality
is that some have been converted for
the very first time. It was through their
examination of Reformed theology that
they came face-to-face with the stark
reality of their radical corruption and
deadness in sin, God’s unconditional
election of His own and condemnation
of others, Christ’s actual accomplishment
of redemption for His people, the Holy
Spirit’s effectual grace, the reason they
persevere by God’s preserving grace,
and God’s covenantal way of working

in all of history for His glory. When
people realize that ultimately, they didn’t
choose God, but He chose them, they
naturally come to a point of humble
admission of the amazing grace of God
toward them. It’s only then, when we
recognize what wretches we really are,
that we can truly sing “Amazing Grace.”
And that is precisely what Reformed
theology does: it transforms us from the
inside out and leads us to sing – it leads
us to worship our sovereign and triune,
gracious, and loving God in all of life,
not just on Sundays but every day and
in all of life. Reformed theology isn’t
just a badge we wear when being
Reformed is popular and cool, it’s a
theology that we live and breathe,
confess, and defend even when it’s
under attack.
The Protestant Reformers of the
sixteenth century, along with their
fifteenth-century forerunners and their
seventeenth-century descendants, did not
teach and defend their doctrine because

it was cool or popular, but because it
was biblical, and they put their lives on
the line for it. They were not only willing
to die for the theology of Scripture, they
were willing to live for it, to suffer for it,
and to be considered fools for it. Make
no mistake: the Reformers were bold
and courageous not on account of their
self-confidence and self-reliance but on
account of the fact that they had been
humbled by the gospel. They were
courageous because they had been
indwelled by the Holy Spirit and
equipped to proclaim the light of truth
in a dark age of lies. The truth they
preached was not new; it was ancient.
It was the doctrine of the martyrs, the
fathers, the Apostles, and the patriarchs
– it was the doctrine of God set forth in
sacred Scripture.
The Reformers didn’t make up their
theology; rather, their theology made
them who they were. The theology of
Scripture made them Reformers. For they
did not set out to be Reformers, per se
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– they set out to be faithful to God and
faithful to Scripture. Neither the solas of
the Reformation nor the doctrines of
grace (the five points of Calvinism) were
invented by the Reformers, nor were
they by any means the sum total of
Reformation doctrine. Rather, they
became underlying doctrinal premises
that served to help the church of
subsequent eras confess and defend what
she believes. Even today there are many
who think they embrace Reformed
theology, but their Reformed theology
only runs as deep as the solas of the
Reformation and the doctrines of grace.
What’s more, there are many who say
they adhere to Reformed theology but
do so without anyone knowing they are
Reformed. Such “closet Calvinists”
neither confess any of the historic
Reformed confessions of the sixteenth
or seventeenth centuries nor employ any
distinctly Reformed theological language.
However, if we truly adhere to
Reformed theology according to the
historic Reformed confessions, we cannot
help but be identified as Reformed. In
truth, it’s impossible to remain a “closet
Calvinist,” and it’s impossible to remain
Reformed without anyone knowing it –
it will inevitably come out. To be
historically Reformed, one must adhere
to a Reformed confession, and not only
adhere to it but confess it, proclaim it,
and defend it. Reformed theology is
fundamentally a confessional theology.
Reformed theology is also an
all-encompassing theology. It changes
not only what we know, it changes how
we know what we know. It not only
changes our understanding of God, it
changes our understanding of ourselves.
Indeed, it not only changes our view of
salvation, it changes how we worship,
how we evangelize, how we raise our
children, how we treat the church, how
we pray, how we study Scripture – it
changes how we live, move, and have
our being. Reformed theology is not a
theology that we can hide, and it is not
a theology to which we can merely pay
lip service. For that has been the habit
of heretics and theological progressives
throughout history. They claim to adhere
to their Reformed confessions, but they
never actually confess them. They claim
to be Reformed only when they are on
the defensive – when their progressive
(albeit popular) theology is called into
question, and, if they are pastors, only
when their jobs are on the line. While
theological liberals might be in churches

and denominations that identify as
“Reformed,” they are ashamed of such
an identity and have come to believe
that being known as “Reformed” is a
stumbling block to some and an offense
to others. Moreover, according to the
historic, ordinary marks of the church –
the pure preaching of the Word of God,
prayer according to the Word of God,
the right use of the sacraments of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, and the consistent
practice of church discipline – such
“Reformed” churches are often not even
true churches. Today, there are many
laypeople and pastors who are in
traditionally Reformed and Protestant
churches and denominations who, along
with their churches and denominations,
left their Reformed moorings and
rejected their confessions years ago.
Contrary to this trend, what we most
need are men in the pulpit who have
the courage to be Reformed – men who
aren’t ashamed of the faith once
delivered to the saints but who are ready
to contend for it, not with lip service
but with all their life and all their might.
We need men in the pulpit who are
bold and unwavering in their
proclamation of the truth and who are
at the same time gracious and
compassionate. We need men who will
preach the unvarnished truth of
Reformed theology in season and out of
season, not with a finger pointing in the
face but with an arm around the
shoulder. We need men who love the
Reformed confessions precisely because
they love the Lord our God and His
unchanging, inspired, and authoritative
Word. It’s only when we have men in
the pulpit who have the courage to be
Reformed that we will have people in
the pew who grasp Reformed theology
and its effects in all of life, so that we
might love God more with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength and love our
neighbor as ourselves. That is the
theology that reformed the church in the
sixteenth century, and that is the only
theology that will bring reformation and
revival in the twenty-first century. For in
our day of radical progressive theological
liberalism, the most radical thing we can
be is orthodox according to our Reformed
confessions, yet not with arrogance but
with courage and compassion for the
church and for the lost, all for the glory
of God, and His glory alone.

What we most need are
men in the pulpit who
have the courage to be
Reformed – men who
aren’t ashamed of the
faith once delivered to
the saints but who are
ready to contend for it,
not with lip service but
with all their life and all
their might.

This post was originally published in
Tabletalk magazine.
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Burial or cremation:
does it matter? (1)
Gijsbert Nederveen

Mr Gijsbert Nederveen
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The topic of death and funerals is not
a happy one. Yet it is something we
are all confronted with in one way or
another. Thankfully, as Christians we
may rejoice that the death of the
believer is not the end, but the entrance
into God’s eternal kingdom. We believe
that death is an intruder into the created
order. God created mankind with the
intent to live everlastingly in glorious
fellowship with the Creator. For that
reason, the Old Testament believers
already lived with the expectation of
life after death. This expectation of
eternal life had a bearing on how they
took care of the dead. The Israelite
funerary practice of burying their dead
was influenced by their faith
perspective.
Does this faith perspective still have
a bearing on how we bury our dead?
In the Reformed community, scriptural
directives have a fundamental bearing
on how matters in life are governed.
This includes funerary practices.
However, since cremation is becoming
the norm in our society, one cannot
assume any longer that Christians
automatically choose burial as the final
act of caring for the dead, especially
since cremation is actively promoted as
a more sanitary alternative.
But, is this really an issue? Or is this
no more than a personal preference and
therefore something that should not
occupy any of our time?
Basic to our discussion is the question:
Does the Bible convey something on
the matter of caring for the dead? The
answer depends on whether one
considers the biblical practice of burial
as something that sets an example for
us to follow, or whether one considers
burial as no more than a culturally
conditioned custom. In this article I hope
to make clear that the Bible relates more
than a cultural practice. We know that

burial was practised throughout the
ancient Near East and, therefore, it was
not restricted to Israelite culture alone.
But just because burial happened in
other cultures does not make it primarily
a culturally conditioned practice. It was
very much a religious rite. The Egyptians
buried the dead and provided supplies
for the afterlife. We do not read of such
a practice in the Bible. So, while there
may have been a cultural sameness
among nations, their cultural practice
was influenced by religious values. The
way one takes care of the dead is a
reflection of one’s religious conviction.
Both cremation and burial are
conditioned by one’s religious views and
these religious views shape one’s cultural
value system.1
It is my view that burial is the biblical
model Christians should be encouraged
to follow. It would be in keeping with
the practice of Christians for the last
two millennia and with the practice of
Old Testament believers before that. A
shift towards cremation did not occur
until the end of the nineteenth century
and is becoming increasingly more
popular. What occasioned this change?
We will first take a quick historical
survey, then highlight the main reasons
for the shift towards cremation, and,
finally, present biblical evidence
favouring burial.
Selective historical survey
Burning the dead can be considered to
be both an ancient and a recent practice.
Archeological digs have found cremated
remains in Palestine dating to a time
long before the coming of the Israelites.
I hope to show from biblical evidence
that the Israelites themselves did not
practice it except in unusual situations.
Right from the start, Christians
followed the Israelite custom of body
burial, and wherever Christianity gained
prominence the practice of cremation
disappeared. Constance Jones observes:
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The Scandinavians practised cremation until the 11th century, when
they converted to Christianity. PreChristian Russia also used cremation, switching to burial after converting. Today, Jews, Greek
Orthodox Christians, Southern
Baptists and Moslems largely disapprove of cremation, but in 1963 the
Roman Catholic Church removed
its ban.2
For the early Christian church, burial
became the only proper way of caring
for the dead. Cremation was gradually
abolished in most of Christianized
Europe. In A.D. 785, Charlemagne even
prohibited cremation in his realm as a
pagan rite. He proclaimed this edict: “If
anyone follows pagan rites and causes
the body of a dead man to be consumed
by fire, and reduces his bones to ashes,
let him pay with his life.”3 This “universal
law” lasted for about eleven centuries.
It was not until late in the nineteenth
century that cremation became a
prevalent alternative to burial.
From this quick historical sketch, we
may conclude that even though the
practice of burning the dead can be
traced back several millennia, cremation
is a relatively new phenomenon and a
recent practice among Christians.
Significant is the fact that up to the
middle of the nineteenth century
Christians considered only burial to be
in line with their religious convictions.
This indicates that for nearly 2000 years
Christians treated the biblical example
of burial as the standard to follow, and
as being the God-honouring way of
caring for their dead. This Christian
practice replaced the religious and
cultural practices of the peoples who
turned from paganism to Christianity.
What brought about the shift in
thinking and practice we experience
today? In his excellent book, The Hour
of Our Death, Philippe Ariès has traced
the transitional phases in the burial
customs from the fifth to the nineteenth
century. He discovered a gradual shift
in the direction of a contempt for life.
By the eighteenth century, death had
become a medical issue. It was the time
for scientific knowledge. Looting of
graves for the purpose of medical science
and the study of anatomy became
common. With it came a disrespect for
the bodies of the dead.
These insights may also help us
understand the development in

nineteenth century England. In 1874,
Sir Henry Thompson tried to introduce
cremation in England. He did so after
visiting Italy, where cremation was
practised, and after he had seen a model
of one of the experimental furnaces at
the Great Exhibition in Vienna (1873).
He organized the Cremation Society of
England which found supporters among
prominent writers, artists, and scientists.
However, because of fierce opposition
from the Church of England and the
Home Secretary, his plans were
temporarily frustrated. A test-case arose
in 1883 when Dr. William Price tried
to have the body of his child cremated.
Legal action was initiated against him
which, in 1884, produced the judgment
that cremation was a legal process
provided it did not cause a nuisance.

The resurrection of the
body is denied, or, at
best, its significance is
not understood by many

In 1902, the first Cremation Act was
passed and updated in 1952. The
general principle of the Act was to ensure
that cremation would not be a means
of concealing crime and that proper
safeguards would be established in the
public interest. Since that time,
cremation has become the norm in
Britain.
Closer to home, in Ontario the
Hamilton Mausoleum & Crematory has
been in operation since 1958. The
crematorium in Toronto has been
operational a little longer. Prior to that,
the only place in this area where
cremations were done was Buffalo.
Reasons for the shift toward
cremation
The rapid increase of cremation warrants
a brief investigation of the reasons for
this shift away from burial. The most
common ones listed are cost and
cemetery space. The Consumers Union
of the United States lists yet another
motive: tolerance. “There is more
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religious tolerance – even encouragement – of cremation than in the past.”4
The point I wish to pursue is the
matter of religious tolerance. As noted
earlier, until 1963 the Roman Catholic
Church was strongly opposed to
cremation. In 1926, Rome had taken a
stand against cremation in order to warn
against the dangers of de-emphasising
the resurrection of the body. One might
well ask whether this danger is less real
today than in 1926. Evidence points in
the direction that the number of people
who reject this key Christian belief is
increasing. The resurrection of the body
is denied, or, at best, its significance is
not understood by many.
So, what has changed? William E.
Phipps puts it squarely within the realm
of a broader religious tolerance most
Christians now have on the subject of
cremation. He mentions that this
tolerance “is anchored in a reinterpretation of their basic sources of authority”5
i.e., the Bible, and cites the bodily
resurrection as one of the main
objections by those opposing cremation.
Phipps, who advocates cremation,
comes with some fanciful interpretations
of Scripture. One example of his fertile
imagination to prove his point has to
do with the apostle Paul. He opines
that Paul venerated the living body as
“a temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor
6:19), but that Paul did not find the
dead body of sacred value. Paul viewed
his worn-out body as a transient “earthly
tent,” soon to be demolished. Asks
Phipps: “As a tentmaker, how might
Paul have disposed of dilapidated tents?
Is it not likely that he would salvage
any reusable parts and then destroy by
fire the remaining organic stuff?” The
implication is, of course, that if Paul
would burn parts of dilapidated tents,
he would also approve, and probably
practice, the burning of dilapidated
bodies.
There is no question that the matter
of the resurrection of the body plays a
role in the discussion. However, any
attempt to argue against cremation on
the basis that it may reflect a denial of
faith in the resurrection is a weak
argument. Such denial can equally be
present with burial. We need to build
our case by investigating the funerary
practice of the Israelites, and that of
Christians for the past 2000 years, within
the framework of the whole Bible.
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Summary
There is a decisive shift in attitude
towards cremation after a period of
nearly 2000 years in which Christians
looked after their dead by burial. This
funerary practice was based on the
conviction that the biblical example set
the standard for Christians to follow.
Wherever Christianity replaced
paganism, burial became the biblically
sanctioned way of looking after their
dead. One of the Old Testament beliefs
was that the body is an important part
of our being and that even in death the
body should be cared for with respect
and dignity. Christians who reject
cremation do so because biblical
examples point almost exclusively to the
practice of burial. It is a religious matter
that finds sanction in Scripture.
Next instalment in the October
issue.

Notes
1 For example, among Hindus and Buddhists,
burning of the body is the prescribed method
of disposal. Hindus believe in the cycle of life,
death, and rebirth. With emphasis on the
constant reincarnation of the soul, the body
is of lesser importance. Cremation is
understood to facilitate the quick separation
of body and soul, and burning the body takes
place soon after death.
2 Constance Jones, R.I.P.: The Complete Book of
Death and Dying (1997), 101. According to
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1994),
“The Church permits cremation, provided that
it does not demonstrate a denial of faith in
the resurrection of the body.” (#2301)
3 From the Paderborn Capitularies, in H. R. Loyn
and John Percival, The Reign of Charlemagne:
Documents on Carolingian Government and
Administration (1976), 52 #7. One could
escape the death penalty as long as the “crime”
went undetected, and the person who went
of his own accord to a priest and was willing
to make his confession and undergo penance,
would be excused the death penalty on the
priest’s testimony, 52 #14.
4 Consumers Union of the United States, Funerals:
Consumer’s Last Rights (1977), 158
5 William E. Phipps, Cremation Concerns (1989),
53

Mr Gijsbert Nederveen is a Minister
emeritus of the Ebenezer Canadian
Reformed Church at Burlington, Ontario
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Clarion, July 2019. Used with
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The Free Reformed School
Association (Tas) Inc.
invites applications for the
position of

Primary Teacher
We are looking to add enthusiastic,
committed teachers to our team for
the 2020 school year. Launceston is a
beautiful city in the north of Tasmania,
a scenic island with world renowned
tourist attractions, food and drink.
The John Calvin School currently has
114 students from Kinder to Grade 10.
Small classes allow teachers to explore
diverse teaching styles.
Employment at the John Calvin School
would commence at the beginning of
Term 1, 2020.
Applicants must be a member of the
Free Reformed Church of Australia or
any of her sister churches.
Conditions and salary are based on the
Educational Services (Teachers) Award
2010, with minimum remuneration
rates of 20% above the award and
rising to over 30% above for level 12
teachers.
Any person who is interested in
teaching at our school at any time
in the future is invited to lodge an
expression of interest.
For application forms, see the
school website (www.jcs.tas.edu/au/
employment).
Forward completed applications
to the Business Manager:
E-mail: wielstrak@jcs.tas.edu.au
Address: PO Box 89, Launceston 7250,
Tasmania, Australia.
For more information, contact the
Principal, Mr Daniel Coote
E-mail: cooted@jcs.tas.edu.au

Applications close Monday 2nd
September
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