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During the years when our children were quite young, reading stories was
common before bed. If I remember correctly, they enjoyed these times. I
especially remember reading an excellent picture book of The Pilgrims
Progress. The story was simplified for children and the illustrations were
outstanding. I think I enjoyed it as much as they did. Other times my children
brought books home from the church library or the Christian school, and I
would read to them. It was the very best of times.
It seems to me that stories are as old as time itself. Every generation had
stories. Some were folklore passed on by word of mouth through the
generations. Others were historical accounts (non-fiction) based on actual
events such as what we might read in history and biography. Then there is
fiction for children and adults, stories written about imaginary events and
people, some of which may or may not be worth the paper they are printed
on. In other cases, there are stories which educate with words and illustrations
and cautionary tales which benefit young hearts, and provide instruction in the
good path to go, which seem to adopt a somewhat Christian ethic.
The Holy Bible uses stories too. True stories about true people and true
events. Narratives about the origins of the universe, the Creator God’s
relationship to His creation and His covenant people from Eden to the New
Jerusalem. There are stories that capture the imagination and others that repel
the sensibilities of modern man. Stories which explain the sin and misery of
mankind as well as hope in a Saviour who was foretold from the very
beginning, when the greatest story ever told, began.
Many of the stories of Holy Writ show us that those who were before us
were very much like us. They were not super saints, people with a faith so big
that they could cast mountains into the sea! They lived, loved, laughed, wept
and suffered under the weight of a fallen world, just like us.
Our contributors write about the importance of stories and how they may
benefit us and enrich our lives of faith.
Mr Daniel Wilson lights up preaching with illustrations or stories.
Mr Paul Archbald investigates the importance of stories.
Mrs Joanna Voschezang considers the value of picture books.
Mrs Emily Voschezang informs about the cautionary tale.
In our Easter meditation, Mr T. Nathan Trice writes about the resurrection
and its effect on Peter the Apostle.
Mrs Sarah Vandergugten BA Hist. Edu. ThM shares some thoughts on Deepak
Reju’s, “She’s got the wrong guy”.
Dr Margaret Helder highlights the consequences of asking the wrong
questions.
Focus on faith with R. C. Sproul, Letters from New Zealand with the late
Dirk Vanderpyl, Gleanings from around the churches round out this issue.
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Once upon a time …
DANIEL WILSON

The Light of preaching
“Once upon a time …”
“This reminds me of a story about …”
“This idea might sound strange, but you actually experience the
same thing in everyday life when you …”
“Think about it this way, when you were little, did your parents
ever …”

What do all these phrases have in
common? They are just a few examples
of the millions of different ways that a
preacher might introduce an illustration
in a sermon. Each one of these phrases
signals that we are about to hear how
this great spiritual truth connects to life,
or how we might better understand
what it all means. The word illustration
comes from the Latin word meaning to
shed light on, to illumine. The purpose
of an illustration is not to entertain, but
to explain a concept so that the
congregation is better informed. Charles
Spurgeon called illustrations the
windows of the sermon which let in
light. A windowless building could easily
feel like a prison, and a sermon without
illustration might feel just as dark. Some
of you may think that statement goes
too far, but let me ask you a question.
How many of us have had the
experience where we felt trapped in a
dull sermon that seemed like it would
never end?! I confess that at least a few
times, I felt that while preaching one
of my own sermons! More than once,
I realized while preaching that I had
failed to include sufficient illustrations,
analogies or concrete and expressive
phrases. Can you imagine the horror of
standing in front of God’s people with
great truths of eternal importance which
they need to hear and yet being
unprepared to communicate those truths
Faith in Focus Volume 47/3 April 2020
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in an engaging and understandable way?
By God’s grace, there were certainly
some who still learned God’s truth from
those sermons. But I had taken the filet
mignon of God’s Word and served it
undercooked and under-seasoned. Such
glorious ingredients must be treated with
respect and served in the most palatable
and appetizing way! The same is true
of God’s Word. Preachers don’t slap
3

the raw passage of Scripture onto the
pulpit and call it a sermon. Rather,
ministers of the gospel seek to stew-in
and study the Word that we might have
an accurate, expressive, understandable
message to give to God’s people which
will inform, stir, and motivate them to
godliness and faith.
If you have ever walked through
an art gallery or museum, then you have
seen many physical illustrations. Each
painting has one or more lights shining
just in the right way to highlight every
detail of the painting, and yet, how
often did you notice anything about
those lamps? Illustrations are the lamps
which help you see God’s truth, but in
such a way that it is the truth which
stands out most. Too often people come
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away from a sermon and they talk about
the wonderful illustration or story, but
they can’t remember the spiritual point
or principle. That is just as tragic as
someone leaving an art gallery saying,
“what beautiful spot lamps they use
here.” This could happen because of
poor preaching or poor listening, or
more likely, a combination of the two.
Which leads us to a vital concept: while
illustrations are important, they must be
used properly or they can cause harm!
When I was first asked to write this
article, I confess that I was both delighted
and terrified. Why? I was delighted
because illustrations are the lifeblood
of preaching. A few wisely chosen
illustrations can make a difficult principle
4

understandable, or they can make a
well-worn doctrine come alive with fresh
appeal. However, I was also afraid,
because illustrations are a double-edged
sword. They can be used of God to cut
to the heart, or they can be the tools
of the evil one to entertain, dull the
mind, and distract from God’s truth.
While food without salt is often
unpalatable, a meal of only salt is
inedible and unhealthy. Too much
illustration can lull a congregation into
a spiritual coma where they confuse
entertainment with true spiritual food.
Perhaps
even
worse,
such
over-saturation of illustrations and stories
in bad preaching can cause the opposite
problem in conservative biblical
churches. Fearing to go too far, faithful
ministers avoid illustration to the
detriment of their congregations. It is
an ironic truth that you can be blinded
by both too much light and insufficient
light!
So, what is the right amount of
illustration? That is much like asking,
“How bright should the lights be?” The
answer is the same, “Well, that depends
…” I believe that we first need to
understand what illustrations are and
how they are used, and that should
guide us to how they can be beneficial
in preaching.
If I were to give you a sermon and
ask you to count the illustrations, do
you think that you could recognize them
all? You might think, “Sure, all I have
to do is count the stories, right?” Wrong.
There are many types of illustrations:
1. Expressive or sensory language can
be an illustration. There are words
which communicate a paragraph of
meaning in a single word. I can speak
of a bad smell, or I could use the
word stench. Words such as brutal,
horrific, gluttonous, bruising and
grotesque carry a weight of meaning
which helps the congregation to feel,
smell, or see the idea that you are
describing in their mind. However,
you must be careful not to use words
which your congregation doesn’t
know – for a major part of illustration
is using the known to explain
something new.
2. Allusions or references to items in
everyday life can be powerful
illustrations of biblical truth. Rev.
Paul Archbald will discuss this in a
later article, but Jesus’s sermons and
teaching were full of parables from
everyday life. The prophets and
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psalms also are full of brief references
to the human body, to the sun, moon
and stars, and to all types of items
from everyday life. This kind of
illustration is often only a single
phrase or sentence. The power of
brief similes or analogies is that the
preacher takes something that is wellknown and he uses it to explain
something new. Using the known to
explain the unknown is the
foundation for all learning. The
Puritans often used this form of
illustration. Thomas Watson is one
of my favorite authors, and his
writings are full of these tiny gems
of illustration. “Keys that are often
used are bright, but if they are laid
aside and never used, they grow
rusty. So it is with men’s hearts. If
they are not used to family prayer
[i.e. devotions], they will be rusted
over with sin.”
3. Well-known ideas from the Bible can
also be used as similes and
metaphors. When describing how to
fight for spiritual growth while in
trial, Watson said: “Get some honey
out of this lion.” For the Christian
who knows the story of Samson well,
that single phrase speaks volumes.
Watson wasn’t “spiritualizing” the
reference to Samson and acting as
if the original purpose of that story
was to tell us how to grow spiritually
during trial! Rather, Watson was
referring to how God gave sweet
food where previously there had
been a threat, and in a similar way,
God may sanctify and enrich His
people spiritually in the midst of
threatening or painful situations. All
that was communicated in seven
words. It is true that not everyone
will catch the full meaning of every
allusion. But the point is not to grab
everyone with every illustration, but
to use enough variety of illustration
that you shed light on the subject
for all of God’s people.
4. Quotations from books, history,
authors or other ministers are another
powerful source of illustration. When
I began looking through a Thomas
Watson book to see how he used
illustration, I passed over half a dozen
useful quotes from a variety of
sources (from the history of King
Henry VII to Arab proverbs and
Greek classical literature).
5. Stories and extended examples are
probably the best-known form of
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illustration. I do not need to give an
example of these, but I should give
a warning. There is a form of
preaching called the string of pearls
where a preacher collects stories
which match or illustrate his theme.
Such sermons rarely examine the
text or give detailed explanation or
application of God’s truth. Instead,
they basically only entertain the
congregation. This must be avoided
at all costs. In his book, The Art of
Illustration, Spurgeon gives this
warning: “While we commend
illustrations for necessary uses, it must
be remembered that they are not
the strength of a sermon any more
than a window is the strength of a
house; and for this reason … they
should not be too numerous. … It
is possible to have too much of a
good thing …”1 Buildings without
windows and sermons without
illustration may seem like prisons,
but they are far safer than glass
houses and sermons full of stories
but empty of content.
I am hoping that, after reading this
list, some of you are realizing that your
minister uses illustrations more than you
initially thought! Many Puritan sermons
were 50% illustration and application.
But, it is only when you understand the
various forms of illustration that you
realize how frequently they go beyond
basic explanation to shed light on the
subject.
So, what do you do the next time
you are especially moved by a story,
quote, or biblical allusion in a sermon?
a. Before you do anything else, note
how that particular illustration
connected to the main point. If you
write that down (or type a note in
your phone) it will help you
remember that point or principle for
much longer than if you don’t.
b. Later that same day, take some time
to think through why it was that you
were struck and affected by that
illustration. It might be useful to speak
to someone about what you
experienced to help you figure this
out. Share what you learn with your
family or friends. Never allow spiritual
lessons to remain private in your own
mind, when you could share them
to the benefit of others. It may be
that what you learned was different
from someone else, and together you
will help each other grow further still.

c. Tell your minister what helped you
understand the sermon. I find it
useful to hear what was moving or
helpful in my sermons. More than
once I have had experienced and
mature elders tell me that one of
the children’s illustrations from my
sermon helped them understand a
doctrine which they had never quite
been able to comprehend. This has
encouraged me to not be afraid of
speaking to different categories of
hearers in the congregation, because
while I may think that I am explaining
that idea to the children, it might
be the parents, elders, deacons or
the unsaved who are benefiting!
d. Finally, remember that while useful,
illustrations are meant to keep the
focus on God’s truth! Just because
God uses one powerfully in your
life, doesn’t mean that you should
start listening especially for the
illustrations. Keep the light focused
on the painting, and don’t try to
drive at night staring at the street
lamps. Keep your eyes on the main
thing, and illustrations will then
function best to God’s glory and your
benefit!
1 C.H. Spurgeon, The Art of Illustration (New
York, Wilbur B Ketcham, 1894) pg.15

Mr Daniel Wilson is the minister of the
Reformed Church in North Shore.
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Once upon a time …
PAUL ARCHBALD

The greatest story
ever told
Introduction:
There is quite a bit of emphasis these
days on the Bible as “story.” Similarly,
there is an emphasis in much of the
literature on evangelism on telling the
Gospel by “story.” This emphasis has
come about, I would suggest, because
of two very different factors. One factor
is that the Bible tells many stories. Not
“Once-upon-a-time” fairy-stories, but
true stories, or stories designed to convey
truth. The other factor has to do with
current philosophical trends in Western
society. The first factor is valid, the
second is rather concerning.
In terms of defining “story,” we
could speak of a way of connecting
events, involving character(s) and a plot.
A story may describe real events, or it
may be fictional. Unlike many of the
books found in bookshops and libraries
today, the Bible does not tell fiction
simply for the sake of entertainment.
When the stories of the Bible refer to
events that have not actually taken
place – or at least, not as described –
the intention is still to convey truth,

patheos.com
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albeit in a way that appeals to the
imagination.
The importance of stories:
Stories, of one kind or another, play a
very significant role in the Bible. We
can see this from the frequency with
which the Lord employs narrative. By
my very rough estimate, about 52% of
the Bible is “historical narrative” (Genesis
to Esther, Matthew to Acts); about 23%
is prophetic; 14%, Wisdom/Poetry; and
11%, Epistles. The estimate is rough,
because there are often poetic elements
in historical narratives and prophetic
books; and historical narrative in poetic
and prophetic books. Some place the
proportion of narrative much higher
than 52%. However, the point remains
the same: narrative plays a major role
in the Bible.
There is another reason why stories
are important. Story often plays an
especially big role in “oral cultures,”
where literacy may be at a low level.
Some have estimated that around 70%
of the world’s cultures are “oral.”
Even in more literate cultures,
though, stories have great value. Not all
people learn in the same way. Some
learn more easily by reading, some by
hearing, some by doing. Some find
stories particularly appealing, others
enjoy poetry. Some benefit more from
propositions and reasoned arguments.
Some learn more via the imagination.
The Bible contains a mix of different
styles, bringing the truth to us in various
ways. In this way, the whole person is
addressed, as well as the different
learning styles.
Stories can also be an aid to
memorization. In this respect, they can
have a similar function to illustrations.
Faith in Focus
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Historical narrative and parable
There are, of course, different types of
story. Historical narrative shows how the
Lord has unfolded His plan of
redemption, bit-by-bit, over time.
Explaining redemption in that way helps
us understand His plan in gradual steps.
If we had to grasp it all through
propositions and syllogisms about the
finished product, we might flounder.
But we have the story of redemption
built up in successive levels. When we
learn to count, we start simple, with
1+1=2 rather than calculus; when we
learn to read and write, we start with
our ABC’s, rather than Shakespeare. To
learn about redemption, we can open
the Bible and learn first about creation,
then the Fall, then the old covenant,
then about Israel and its prophets, priests
and kings. Later, we learn about the
coming of the Christ in fulfilment, about
Pentecost, the new covenant and the
new Israel, and about the return of
Christ. In view of this structure of Biblical
revelation, some speak of a
“metanarrative” – the over-arching story,
that runs through all the individual stories
– telling us about Christ and His
Kingdom, the covenants and the
salvation that comes to us through Christ.
Then there are Parables. The stories
told in the Parables may not all be
literally true. Did the rich man in LK.
16 actually cry out to Abraham from
hell and receive an answer? But the
Parables, it has been argued, take stories
of the time – the kind of things that
might have made the newspapers of the
time, if they had had them; realistic
scenarios typical of everyday life; and
popular stories that people were familiar
with and enjoyed, even if they were
not literally true – and use these to
teach the truth about the Kingdom of
God. This is narrative, but with a
“wisdom” flavour. After all, Prov. 1:6
lists a term that means “parable” as part
of its description of “Wisdom.”
Parables are designed to aid
understanding for the believer. But they
also have a second purpose, to confuse
and confound the hard-hearted (Mt.
10:13-17). Parables show the ability of
story to build bridges, to help us
understand the truth. This is especially
important for those who might struggle
more with propositional truth. But work
must still be put into it. Riddles and
puzzles and parables often have to be
nutted out. The wicked often have no
time for such effort and no illumination
Faith in Focus Volume 47/3 April 2020

from God’s Spirit to enable spiritual
understanding.
Even regular historical narrative
requires careful consideration. We may
be inclined to read the account of
Abraham’s deceit regarding Sarah (Gen.
20) as a moral lesson about the evils of
lying; or, Joseph’s resistance to the
advances of Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39)
as a moral story about the importance
of fleeing immorality. Then we wonder
why the text does not stop to moralize
over these things. That is because there
is much more going on. We have to
think about the context and the
over-arching themes of the covenant,
of God’s plan of redemption and His
Providence.
This also highlights another common
feature of Biblical narrative. Unlike
modern Western narrative (and
sermonizing), Semitic literature does not
often tell us the theme and points
directly. It does so indirectly: for
example, using repeated words and
phrases; key theological terms e.g.,
“covenant”; summary statements;
structure e.g., steps leading up to the
climax of the story; or by the subject
with which the story begins and ends.
A word of warning is also appropriate
at this point. Those who are driven to
deny the historicity of the Bible, whether
in Gen. 1-11 or elsewhere, will often
try to prove that narrative is really poetry.
Poetry uses a lot of imagery and
symbolism, so it then becomes easier
to regard the narrative details as
imaginative rather than factual. It is
plainly obvious, however, that the style
in which Gen. 1-11 is written is very
different than that of the Poetical Books,
such as the Psalms. Moreover, narrative
frequently contains poetic elements.
There is poetry in Genesis. See chapter
49. Then read Gen.1-2 and see how
much the style varies.

Some will still lean more
to one style of learning
than another. Let us
strive to bring the whole
counsel of God to the
whole man – the
promises, the doctrines,
the commands and, of
course, the stories –
conveyed in a balanced
way that reflects the
rich variety of God’s
Word.

The philosophy of story
I mentioned before that story has taken
on a new importance in the modern
world, due to certain philosophical
developments. Some philosophers last
century decided that there are no
absolutes. They lost interest in trying to
prove whether God exists, or what is
right and wrong. They decided that all
they could profitably do was to study
language as it is used by different
communities, to see what its users meant
by their words and whether their
statements were logical or not. This
7

approach does not ask “Does God exist?”
but “What do you mean by God?”
Taking this approach with the Bible
would mean that the stories therein are
examined not for ultimate truth, but out
of curiosity about what the human
writers meant by their story. More
recently, there has been a pulling-back
from the view that philosophy cannot
investigate grand themes and absolutes,
but the interest still remains in the
speaker’s view-point within his
community – rather than seeking to
discover what God is saying to us.
In terms of philosophical trends, we
also have to contend with
Postmodernism. To put it simply –
perhaps an over-simplification –
Modernism attacked the Bible for its
absolute statements about God and
ethics. Philosophers of the late 20th
century began to realize, however, that

Modernism was attacking the absolutism
of the Bible from its own absolutist
presuppositions. Postmodernism focuses
instead on the individual’s journey, what
he is experiencing today from his
perspective. Dogmatic creeds of the past
have little place in this system of thought,
only the stories of communities and
individuals today. Tomorrow their story
may change. That doesn’t matter – all
that matters is the journey. Words like
“journey” and “story” feature a lot in
Postmodernism. The blog is therefore
the perfect tool for the Postmodern man.
Some Christians have responded to
these trends by emphasizing the
importance of story as we bring the
Gospel to those around us. There is, of
course, nothing wrong with using Bible
stories, or bringing in our own personal
stories as we proclaim Christ. After all,
the Bible itself uses story, for the reasons

mentioned above. God’s people,
however, should be cautious when it
comes to catering to non-Christian
philosophies. Our evangelistic method
should be Bible-driven, not culturedriven. The Bible uses story extensively.
But it also uses poetry, wisdom,
prophecy and apocalyptic vision, as well
as propositional truth. Moreover,
philosophy aside, people are still people.
They still learn in various ways. Some
will still lean more to one style of learning
than another. Let us strive to bring the
whole counsel of God to the whole man
– the promises, the doctrines, the
commands and, of course, the stories –
conveyed in a balanced way that reflects
the rich variety of God’s Word.
Mr Paul Archbald is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Silverstream.

Once upon a time …
JOANNA VOSCHEZANG

Picture books as
teaching tools
My husband and I have four children,
aged 6 through 11, and we love books!
The library is a prime destination for our
household and I have bookcases at
home full of a range of genres and reading levels. Many of these books are picture books as this was basically all we
read when I had four children under five.
Picture books are often undervalued as
teaching tools for our children, dismissed
as babyish and pointless, not helpful literature to read to your children in order
to teach them. This has some validity.
Many picture books are just silly, some
are rude or inappropriate, some purely
comic entertainment, and most don't
have much of a moral in them. However,
if you are willing to dig a little deeper
into the picture book world there are
8

some real gems that have a lot to teach
our children in a way that they can
understand.
Why picture books? If you have ever
tried to read a chapter book with no pictures to a child under the age of 5 you
will understand why picture books have
a place in our house. Young children
engage with the world through what they
can see, touch, hear and taste while their
speaking skills continue to develop.
Once they have learnt that books don't
taste all that good (sometimes a long
process!) children are generally happy to
hold them, turn the pages, and enjoy the
beautiful sights they present. Our children loved to be read to, turning pages,
pointing out what they recognised in the
pictures, mimicking the rhymes from

poetical books. If you are enthusiastic
about teaching your children to love
reading, then you will need to start with
picture books.
Once children are old enough to
appreciate being read to with the help of
pictures, then they can be introduced to
more difficult concepts through the
medium of story. We have a wonderful
picture book at home called The Little
Heart by Susanne Margreiter-McQuie,
which we used to introduce our children
to the concept of salvation, God's love
for sinners, and Christ's sacrifice for us.
Through simple pictures and words this
book lays out our fallen state, Christ’s
coming into the world, his death for us,
the need for repentance, and forgiveness
through Jesus' blood. All this in a 30 page
Faith in Focus
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picture book! Clear and plain, easy to
read and understand – what better way
to introduce very young children to the
concept of salvation? Children's Bible
story picture books also fulfil this type of
role, although I personally try to stay
away from those containing pictures of
Jesus. Stories about heroes of the faith
from the Bible are a wonderful way to
introduce our children to biblical examples and qualities we would like them to
imitate.
Other Christian picture books like The
Donkey who Carried a King by R.C.
Sproul introduce children to biblical stories from an alternative perspective. This

found helpful are the Jungle Doctor Picture Fables, or the Berenstain Bears series
– these little books include relatable
lessons about listening and obeying, and
little ways in which our children can
learn to love God and others.
When our children are struggling with
a particular sin, and we have discussed it
over and over again with limited success,
then turning to a story for lessons can
often be a less confrontational and more
helpful way to address it. In a story our
children can sit outside the problem and
look at it more impartially – much like
having the "imagine if you were your
brother" conversation, but with more

particular book has helped teach my children the importance of serving others
and doing the task in front of you, even
when it doesn't seem like a very significant or special job. Papa Panov's Special
Day shows us how we demonstrate our
love to God by blessing those around us
and how by helping others we are helping God. Tarore and her Book by Joy
Cowley teaches us the power of love
over revenge, and the importance of mission work, evangelism and the spread of
the gospel. Who can deny that picture
books like these have an important place
in our children's lives? Others that I have

objectivity. Consider when David had
sinned against Uriah the Hittite by taking
his wife Bathsheba: David was
entrenched in his sin until the prophet
Nathan told him a story about two men
and a little lamb. Suddenly David could
see his sin without prejudice and he was
convicted of his guilt and repented
before God (See 2 Samuel 12). In the
same way, when our children are struggling we can help them by finding books
that deal with their particular problems in
order to help them fight their temptations.
This brings me to a new problem –

Faith in Focus Volume 47/3 April 2020
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where do we find these books? Hopefully
your church library has a good selection
of picture books dealing with some of the
more common issues that plague our
sinful human natures. Perhaps your parents, or grandparents, or friends with
children have books that can be shared
and borrowed as issues come up or are
resolved. Particularly good books should
be bought as they are a valuable resource
for us as parents while we train our children in the way they should go. (Don't
ask how many books I have at home!)
However, if you can’t find the book you
need for your child through these sources
then don't be afraid to look in the public
library. I have found many valuable picture books in the public library; one very
recently on the golden rule, another on
techniques for dealing with anger, plenty

on sharing and friendship, some on lying,
and others on dealing with grief. There
are many talented authors and illustrators
in our society who can help our children
through the medium of picture books.
A word of caution however: I strongly
urge you to thoroughly vet all picture
books before your child brings them
home from the public library. Despite all
the wonderful books available in our
libraries there are also many others that
can teach our children harmful things. I
have seen picture books normalising
homosexuality, transgenderism, reincarnation, lying, rudeness, and other undesirable traits. These go back on the shelf
with the advice to my children that "this
book is not suitable for you, and is not in
line with what God teaches in the Bible;
please go and choose a different one.”

I hope that this article will encourage
you to broaden your scope in the reading
of picture books to your children, particularly by finding books that speak to
them where they are in their difficulties.
Do not underestimate the power of story
and pictures to help bring fresh understanding to problems that trouble them,
or to teach them truths about God and
the Bible, sin and salvation, service and
gratitude, friendship, obedience, love,
repentance, and forgiveness. A picture
can speak a thousand words – let us find
the right pictures to speak the words to
our children that they need to hear.
Mrs Joanna Voschezang is a member of
the Reformed Church in Hamilton.

Once upon a time …
EMILY VOSCHEZANG

The moral of the story …
All children love a good “happily ever after” story. No matter how pear-shaped
things go as the plot thickens, readers
young and old alike appreciate the satisfaction of a problem solved, a relationship mended, or a catastrophe diverted
by the time they turn the final page. And
yet, as G. K. Chesterton once wrote, “If
you happen to read fairy tales, you will
observe that one idea runs from one end
of them to the other – the idea that
peace and happiness can only exist on
some condition. This idea, which is the
core of ethics, is the core of the nurserytales.” As long as children’s literature has
existed, cautionary tales – which intentionally lack a happy ending – have held
a valued place on the bookshelf.
Cautionary tales, or “moral tales”,
have been a popular form of children’s
literature since the 1700s. They follow a
predictable pattern. Every cautionary
tale begins with a stern warning or prohibition, which the main character then
expressly ignores or disobeys. The reader
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joins the protagonist on a downward spiral as the consequences of his choices
are played out, and in some cases the offender finds his disobedience leads to
tragic loss, material ruin or even death. A
cautionary tale always ends with an unmistakable moral lesson.
Moral relativism is the darling of our
day. In today’s culture my truth is the
truth, and we can no longer assume that
children are learning “the golden rule”
and the Ten Commandments from
school or society at large. Our children
must be taught that Scripture offers us an
absolute standard of morality. Hopefully
they hear this regularly from the pulpit,
in Sunday school, in Cadets and GEMS,
and in our homes. Literature, too, can
play a role in teaching our children how
to act biblically and wisely. Good literature can guide our children with regard
to morals (guiding principles or ideas)
and ethics (specific rules or behaviors
which keep us acting within our guiding
principles).

Most literature, particularly children’s
literature, follows an expected outline of
problem faced and problem overcome,
with lessons learned along the way. The
cautionary tale is unique in that it offers
the child an example of a character who
willfully or foolishly ignores all warnings
and does not come out triumphant in the
end. Cautionary tales are an engaging
and safe way to connect with children
about the dangers and temptations they
face every day, and give them the space
to wrestle with the possible negative consequences of their actions. They teach
children that giving in to sin can have immediate and often irreversible consequences. And where a moralizing adult
or a pointed Sunday school lesson might
receive nothing more than a sigh and an
eye roll, a cleverly written tale can have
a powerful influence.
While some cautionary tales simply
encourage children to be obedient to societal rules and norms, like staying on the
footpath or letting mum cut your fingerFaith in Focus
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nails short, others are valuable for the
way they aim to shape and protect a
child’s moral foundation, sometimes by
showing the worst that can happen when
children allow themselves to be corrupted by bad company or to drift away
from the truths of God’s Word. Scripture
itself has plenty of examples of men and
women who fell away from God, either
through outright disobedience or by allowing “the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John
2:16) to chip away at their faith. Ananias
and Sapphira are a prime example of a
Scriptural cautionary tale.
Some of our most beloved children’s
stories also show how sinful or careless
behavior can lead to calamity. In The Boy
Who Cried Wolf, children are taught that

“Rebecca, who Slammed Doors for Fun
and Perished Miserably”, “Matilda, Who
Told Lies, and was Burned to Death” and
”Jim, who ran away from his Nurse, and
was eaten by a Lion.” As long as there
have been children’s books, there have
been stories meant to scare them into
obedience!
Cautionary tales have fallen out of
fashion these days, but a few new ones
can be found on your library bookshelves. Nick Bland’s The Fabulous
Friend Machine offers kids a warning
about technology and social media use.
In this story, Popcorn the chicken gets
hold of a mobile phone. She becomes
obsessed with it and begins ignoring the
friends around her in favor of her new
online friends, only to discover that her

“A liar will not be believed, even when
telling the truth”. In The Emperor’s New
Clothes, children are taught to speak up
and tell the truth even if it means going
against the crowd. Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory is full of cautionary
tales, as one child after another falls prey
to their selfish weaknesses. Past generations were also taught – and in some
cases, terrified – by popular books of
cautionary tales. Heinrich Hoffman’s immensely popular Der Struwwelpeter
(Slovenly Peter), published in 1845, was
full of nightmarish pictures such as one of
a tall creepy tailor with scissors who
chopped off the thumbs of stubborn
thumb-suckers. Hilaire Belloc’s 1907
satire Cautionary Tales for Children leant
a humorous twist with stories such as

“friends” are ravenous wolves. Another
modern cautionary tale is The All New
Must Have Orange 430 by Michael
Speechly. In this story, Harvey has piles
of toys, but he’s never satisfied. When
he’s bombarded with ads for the latest
and greatest gadget – the Orange 430 –
he saves up all his money and buys it.
Racing home, he tears open the box …
and discovers the Orange 430 is absolutely useless. To make things worse, he
can’t return it! He’s fallen for the Useless
Object Company’s trap. Books like these
can offer valuable lessons for today’s
kids, even if they lack a Christian perspective. It is important for children to
learn that not every consequence of our
actions can be put right, not every ending is a happy one. While the centuries-
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old fables hit at the root of our moral failures and will always offer useful lessons,
there is certainly a place for more tailored modern content as well.
Even as terror-inducing secular stories were commonplace in 19th century
nurseries, a number of explicitly Christian cautionary novels became incredibly popular. Often set within the walls of
a boarding school or a quiet, relatable
middle-class home, they dealt with issues such as cheating in school, naughty
language, disrespecting teachers, stealing, lying, and betraying friends. These
stories are rejected by most critics today
for being too staunchly religious, but as
believers we can find real value in them.
Parents who take the time to read these
novels aloud to their children, helping
them understand some of the antiquated
language, might find them to be useful
conversation starters. Reading challenging books together is a great way to encourage serious discussions about right
and wrong, and to consider what has
changed and what has not in the temptations children have faced through the
centuries.
One of the most famous and influential 19th century cautionary tales was Eric:
or Little by Little, written by FW Farrar in
1858. It begins when an innocent and
promising boy of twelve is sent off to
boarding school for the first time. His intrinsic sense of honour, his moral fortitude,
his
athleticism,
outgoing
personality and sharp intellect set him
apart in the school as a boy with real
promise. As the story unfolds, however,
we find that Eric will do anything to be
popular, and what begin as tiny slips of
character have a startling effect on him
over time. The boy who would not dare
to cheat on his homework becomes, in
only a couple of years, a lazy, foulmouthed, brandy swilling thief. Even the
heartfelt deathbed prayer of one of his
dearest friends is not enough to set him
back on the straight and narrow. Eric
comes to repent in the end, but too late.
His life is utterly ruined, and the reader
can see that his downfall was of his own
making.
While these 19th century moral tales
can be really interesting and challenging
reading for kids, one criticism worth noting is that they almost always hold up a
perfectly behaved child as the standard
by which the main character is measured. This “angelic” child will undoubtedly pray like a seasoned pastor and
have no observable character flaws.
12

While we certainly don’t want our children to replicate the main character’s
mistakes, we also don’t want to hold
them to an unattainable standard. We
don’t want to give the mistaken impression that the well-behaved child is saved
by their obedience. The most valuable
cautionary tales offer a redemptive hope
that even when the protagonist sins or
disobeys and the consequences can’t be
mended, there is always forgiveness and
restoration available through the cross of
Christ. Where this isn’t drawn out in a
secular book, a godly adult can lead the
child in that direction when they discuss
the book afterwards. There is no amount
of wandering or disobedience from
which God cannot call a repentant child
back. This is what makes Eric such a
powerful story – he is certainly not a
character you would want your child to
emulate, and he pays the ultimate price
for his sinfulness. Yet in the end he
makes peace with God, and while he regrets the way he wasted his life, he has
no doubt that God has fully forgiven
him. He understands that his place in
heaven is just as secure as that of the
saint-like friend who passed on to glory
before him.
Cautionary tales, used wisely, can do
more than simply scare children into
obedience. They can teach children to
resist the temptations of enticing sin, bad
company, and the dangerous moral relativism that pervades our society. They
can show children that the fleeting pleasures of sin are not worth the pain they
later cause. Set within the context of a
varied reading life, our children can
come to see that a life that is holy and set
apart to God can be thrilling, meaningful, and more satisfying than the shallow
and troubled lives they so often see portrayed in the world around them.
Mrs Emily Voschezang is a member of
the Reformed Church in Pukekohe.
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Easter meditation
T. NATHAN TRICE

“He appeared to
Simon”
Perhaps we have all put ourselves in
the place of Jesus’s disciples on Easter
morning and imagined their fear,
wonder, and joy at seeing the Lord,
back from the dead. We have tried to
imagine what that reunion must have
been like, after witnessing the brutal
death and hasty burial of Jesus three
days before. It heightens our own joy
to imagine theirs on that day.
There is one disciple whose first
encounter with the risen Lord is
particularly edifying to consider: Simon
Peter. Just as the biblical record
underscores the prominent place Peter
had among the disciples in general, so
it emphasizes the special attention Jesus
gave to Peter in his resurrection
appearances. Why is this so?
The unique despair of Peter
The death of our Lord left all of his
disciples, including Peter, in a state of
grief and despair. The gospels record
this in various ways: women were
mourning and lamenting for him on his
way to the cross (Luke 23:27), many
left the crucifixion beating their breasts
(Luke 23:48), and the two Marys were
still seated by the sealed tomb, seemingly
paralyzed by sorrow, after all others had
left (Matt. 27:61). Indeed, the messengers that came from the empty tomb
on the first day of the week found the
disciples gathered in an upper room “as
they mourned and wept” (Mark 16:10).
That this sorrow represented not only
personal bereavement, but also a
shattered hope in Jesus as the Messiah,
is indicated by the words of the disciples
to their mysterious companion on the
road to Emmaus: “We had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel” (Luke
24:21).
But surely of all the disciples, Peter
Faith in Focus Volume 47/3 April 2020

suffered uniquely, for he would have
carried with him the personal agony of
what he had done in the hours before
his Master’s death. Though all the
disciples had abandoned Christ at his
arrest, it was Peter who had emphatically
denied that he would ever do so (Mark
14:29). And it was Peter whose cowardice
and disloyalty had been so relentlessly
exposed, as Jesus had predicted, by the
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servants in the courtyard during the trial.
Luke’s account is unbearably poignant
when it captures the convergence of
three events: Peter’s third and most
profane denial of Christ, the crowing of
the rooster in fulfillment of Jesus’s word,
and Jesus’s turning to look at Peter from
where he stood on trial (Luke 22:60–61).
That moment when their eyes met in
the midst of Peter’s treachery is the last
13

recorded exchange between Peter and
Jesus before his death. At that point, we
are told that Peter “went out and wept
bitterly” (Luke 22:62).
So, in addition to the loss of the one
he loved and the sense of misplaced
faith that he shared with all the disciples,
Peter would have suffered a deep sense
of personal alienation, made unalterable
by death, from the one he once swore
loyalty to as “the Christ, the Son of the
living God” (Matt. 16:16).

The truth of who he was,
in light of his
resurrection, and the
truth of what his death
meant, also in light of
his resurrection,
transformed the
confused and heartless
disciples into the
fearless and eloquent
apostles of the book of
Acts – this, in
connection with the
outpouring of the Spirit
of Christ at Pentecost, in
fulfillment of Christ’s
promise.
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The special attention to Peter
It is partly by entering into this pathos
unique to Peter that we are enabled to
appreciate a certain feature about our
Lord’s resurrection appearances on
Easter Sunday. The precise chronology
of all the events of that day is difficult
to reconstruct. But it is clear that Jesus
made multiple appearances to various
disciples that day. And it is also clear
that our Lord had certain priorities
concerning whom he wanted to see.
For example, the women most devoted
to him, who came to the tomb early
on that first day of the week, were
visited by Christ first.
Then, among the rest of the disciples,
our Lord’s highest priority was apparently
to see Peter – and to see him alone.
This is pointed out in several biblical
notations, easily overlooked, about that
day. Mark tells us that the angel at the
empty tomb bids the women to “go,
tell his disciples and Peter that he is
going before you to Galilee” (Mark 16:7,
emphasis added). Luke tells us that the
two disciples who return from the
encounter with Jesus on the road to
Emmaus say to the rest, “The Lord has
risen indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!” (Luke 24:34, emphasis added).
And the Apostle Paul relates what was
apparently, by the time of his writing
to the Corinthians, common knowledge
among the saints (Peter was also known
as “Cephas”):
For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. (1 Cor. 15:3–5)
Why was this personal appearance
to Peter such a priority for our Lord on
Easter Sunday? We could surmise that it
had something to do with the leadership
that Peter had, and would continue to

provide, among the disciples. But I think
Jesus was also doing something more
personally redemptive for Peter. Surely
our Lord was ministering comfort to a
disciple suffering a unique burden of
guilt. There would come a later exchange
between Jesus and Peter where Peter
would be invited to answer the question
put to him publicly, “Do you love me?”
and be formally restored to Christ’s
service (John 21:15–19). But well before
that famous exchange came this private
moment, where Jesus was personally
reconciled with the disciple who had so
recently professed not even to know him.
What a moment that must have been
for Peter! We might wish that we had
some record of what was said and done
there, as we do for Jesus’s touching
encounter with Mary in the garden in
John 20 (an account I can scarcely read
to this day without emotion). But we
can be sure of at least these two things:
Peter would have, in the midst of joyful
awe at the sight of Christ, expressed
deep remorse; and Jesus would have
extended mercy and grace once again
to his disloyal disciple. Indeed, I am
suggesting that this was a primary reason
Jesus showed such special attention to
Peter in those first moments of his
resurrection life.
The particular joy of Peter
The encounters on Easter Sunday with
the risen Christ would eventually
transform all his disciples from those
beset by bitter despair to those who
walked with joyful hope. In time each
of them would, with Thomas, have all
their doubts dispelled, and would
embrace Christ with his testimony: “My
Lord, and my God!” (John 20:28).
Indeed, this transformation of the
disciples’ disillusionment with a dead
Messiah to devotion to a resurrected
and vindicated Messiah is one of the
great evidences for the resurrection.
Only by being confronted with the
undeniable evidence of his
flesh-and-blood presence were they able
to grasp that “he has risen, as he said”
(Matt. 28:6).
The truth of who he was, in light of
his resurrection, and the truth of what
his death meant, also in light of his
resurrection, transformed the confused
and heartless disciples into the fearless
and eloquent apostles of the book of Acts
– this, in connection with the outpouring
of the Spirit of Christ at Pentecost, in
fulfillment of Christ’s promise.
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And here again, it is edifying to reflect
upon that element of Peter’s own joyful
transformation that was due to his
encounter with the resurrected Christ.
Christ’s appearance to Peter did more
than just establish for him the truth
about the person and work of Christ.
For Peter in particul ar, Christ’s
resurrection brought a personal
restoration to Christ. This is what makes
Peter’s experience so poignant for each
of us. All of us, like him, have made
our own contribution to the shame and
pain of Christ’s death, for God “has laid
on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah
53:6). Despite our most fervent and
frequent resolutions to the contrary, we
have all betrayed our Master grievously,
as Peter did.
Yet, with good reason has Simon
Peter come to be a kind of “patron saint”

for Christians with a sense of colossal
failure in their service to Christ. Peter
came to realize that his sinful failure did
not thwart Christ’s purposes, and neither
do ours. Peter found out that his infidelity
did not end Christ’s love for him, and
neither does it for us. And Peter was
even assured that his unfaithfulness
would not change his Savior’s intention
to use him in the building of his church,
and neither will it for us. Perhaps Jesus
even told him all this in that first
encounter on Easter morning.
Surely Peter’s experience of the
resurrection of Christ is a wonderful
encouragement for all of us delinquent
disciples with our own sources of guilt
this Easter season. Christ has been raised
– for our justification! (Rom. 4:25). The
special attention of our Lord toward his
guiltiest disciple is a true index of his

heart toward us as well. Reconciliation
is his Easter agenda with us, and it has
been his heart toward us ever since that
heart began to beat again on the third
day. Easter should be a celebration of
the “living hope,” as Peter would later
describe it, of those who have been
reconciled to Christ by his resurrection
(1 Peter 1:3).
If you have been estranged from
Christ, be encouraged by that mysterious
encounter between Christ and Peter to
go to him with your guilt and grief, and
seek and find in him full acceptance
and love. For such a reunion is precisely
his purpose in rising from the dead.
The author is pastor of Matthews OPC
in Matthews, North Carolina. New
Horizons, April 2019.

Thoughts on Deepak Reju’s
“She’s got the wrong guy”
SARAH VANDERGUGTEN

Sometimes a pointed comment sticks
with you for years. A decade back, a
dad of two unmarried mid-twenties
daughters exclaimed in exasperation, “I
really don’t know what guys are looking
for in a girl.” I knew those young women.
They were beautiful, talented, educated,
faithful Christians. The one in particular
even had a delightful sense of humour.
So what are guys looking for? And when
they don’t make a move, what is the
girls’ response? Sometimes it means that
a woman – a smart woman – will “settle.”
That is the premise of Deepak Reju’s
book, She’s Got the Wrong Guy-Why
Smart Women Settle.
Deepak Reju, a pastor of biblical
counseling and families in a Baptist
Church in Washington, DC, writes from
a wealth of experience with the sad
consequences that arise when women
make poor choices in marriage. He
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writes with genuine empathy for the
realities 21stcentury Christian women
face. Some problems are ageless. When
confronted with the spectre of the single
life, women have always questioned
themselves. What is wrong with me? Am
I never going to have children? Doesn’t
God care that I feel lonely?
Today there are added challenges.
Sex is everywhere, more than ever. Both
men and women are single longer and
marry later, requiring a sustained
commitment to purity. Technology has
changed the way we do relationships.
Face-to-face conversations, always more
risky, become the exception. There is
comfort in hiding behind a screen. “It’s
a lazy man’s dream – no intentionality,
no commitment, and no risk” (p. 5).
Online dating allows optimal, but not
necessarily honest, presentation of
oneself.

Choose to be attracted
to one who is growing in
Christ and demonstrates
interest in continued
growth in Christ together
with you. Don’t settle for
the problematic man
who is far from God and
shows little sign of
change.
15

Another reality is that today more
women are educated, accomplished and
talented as they enter the workforce.
With university degree in hand they
move into successful careers. This may
be intimidating for some men. The
secular world generally does a better
job valuing women for their intelligence
and capabilities. Christian women are
affirmed and rewarded in the workplace,
but often treated like second-class
citizens in their church. Dating as a
conservative Christian woman is hard;
dating as an intelligent, gifted and
self-confident Christian woman seems
almost impossible (p. 6).
Added to this mix of challenges is
the current confusion over sexuality,
gender, the value of marriage, and the
rising number of divorced singles and
single parents. Reju suggests that faced
with such a confusing, complex world
of dating, women too often make the
choice to simply settle for an OK man.
It could be that a woman thinks of
marriage as the most important goal of
life, a sort of idolatry. “As Christian
women, we teach the gospel, pray the
gospel, sing the gospel – and we secretly
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hope for marriage” (p. 7). One can
hardly blame her, since that is typically
an unspoken expectation in church
communities.
Or “settling” could be the result of
personal baggage that makes a woman
undervalue herself. I don’t really deserve
better. It’s the best I can do. She might
have blinders on, refusing to see the
problematic aspects of a dating
relationship. He’s not very spiritually
minded now, but I’m sure that’ll change
after we’re married. She may live with
anxiety, fearful that she is not really
lovable, or seen as too picky, or that
she’ll always have to fend for herself.
Fear of loneliness is real. It’s good to
reflect what it would be like attend
several weddings each year as a single
(Will I ever walk down the aisle?) and
baby showers after that. And how about
never having a reason to go to the
church nursery except to babysit other
women’s children? I remember the
exasperation of one single woman in
her early thirties who still visited with
her married girlfriends: “If I hear another
breast feeding or diaper rash story, I’m
going to scream ….or puke!”
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Men to watch out for
Reju is not dismissive of the
discouragement and loneliness single
women feel, but he urges them not to
forget Jesus. Instead, desire him above all
else. As Christians, our goal, male or
female, is to form our lives around growing
closer to Jesus. Marriage and family life
are valuable, but they are earthly
treasures. Christ remains the greatest
treasure.
That said, the bulk of the book deals
with the ten, yes ten, categories of men
to avoid in dating. It’s a formidable list.
Avoid the following:
• the control freak
• the promiscuous guy
• the unchurched guy
• the new convert
• the unbeliever
• the angry man
• the lone ranger
• the commitment-phobic man
• the passive man
• and the unteachable guy
Each of these types will present
significant issues in a marriage. It will
be more difficult for the wife to mature
as a Christian. It is unlikely the
relationship will be truly loving or of
mutual benefit. Likely the woman will
suffer. Each chapter of about ten pages
includes an engaging story of a couple
that highlights the serious challenges that
develop.
A brief look at one of the stories –
that of Janelle and Dominique – will
give a taste of Reju’s approach to the
complex topics he’s addressing.
Janelle, from a Christian home, met
Dominique, a relatively new believer,
at church and began dating. It wasn’t
long before she noticed his controlling
patterns. When she was with girlfriends
he would call to ask where she was.
He would check with her multiple times
a day. She rationalized his behavior,
“He’s protective of me.” But his behavior
was sometimes accompanied by anger,
jealousy, and insistence on his own way.
Despite realizing that her relationship
had problems and that her guy didn’t
meet the biblical criteria of a loving
husband, she carried on. She thought,
“He knows me; we are making it work;
he’s fun; and I like him.” It seemed like
too much work to untangle the
relationship and start over. Besides, that
would be admitting failure. And things
would change once they were married.
But warning flags should be flying!
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Such a man displays a warped perspective
on what the Bible says about male
leadership. He uses Scripture to make his
girlfriend or wife do what he wants. He
lords it over her through spiritual language
that is twisted to support his demands.
Maybe such a man could change with
growing maturity, but it’s better and much
safer not to date this sort until he does.
Don’t assume that you can change him.
Better to break off and not marry him,
than face a lifetime of emotional abuse,
and worse.
Interestingly, Reju devotes a whole
chapter to the topic of ending
relationships: “Breaking up for the Glory
of God.”
Who’s left?
As I made my way through chapter after
chapter on men to avoid, I began to
wonder, “Well, who’s left. Now what?
Should women just stay single?”
Thankfully, the author offers a way
forward.
There are godly men who desire to
serve the Lord within the context of
marriage. Women must realize that there
is no perfect man, even if he is a
committed Christian. It happens that
good men are overlooked because they
don’t meet expectations in superficial
or non-essential things, like physical
appearance, age, or charisma.
Furthermore, a woman cannot expect
complete maturity and thoughtfulness
from a man in his twenties or even
thirties. Christian maturity takes time.
So it is possible to choose wisely while
choosing an imperfect man. Choose to
be attracted to one who is growing in
Christ and demonstrates interest in
continued growth in Christ together with
you. Don’t settle for the problematic
man who is far from God and shows
little sign of change.
Reju devotes a final segment
explaining that waiting is OK. Yes,
waiting is hard, but there is a way to
wait well. I think it’s fair to say that in
many churches singleness is not seen as
a beautiful thing. Scripture presents a
high view of marriage, with only a couple
passages highlighting the benefit of being
single. Reju suggests that singles may be
made to feel incomplete. I would argue
that at times we are even guilty of taking
advantage of our singles, counting on
them for some heavy lifting for our
church programs and duties. One
mature single confided to me, “They
say, ‘Well, you’re alone anyway so you
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have more time.’” She continued,
“They should realize that I have to do
everything myself, including groceries,
home repairs, painting and car
maintenance. I have no one to share
the workload. I work full time. I
probably have less not more time.”
So, church involvement, yes, but
certainly to be accompanied with a
lot of appreciation and support.
The author argues that what makes
waiting hard is that it exposes the
heart. You begin to believe that what
you “want” is what you “need.”
Waiting is hard because it shows what
you really worship. Patience is difficult.
What do you pray while you are
waiting? And then there is the challenge
of maintaining sexual integrity. Desire
for sex is a healthy thing. Desire for
children, no less so. These are
challenging realities to face, while not
knowing if the desire for marriage will
ever be fulfilled.
But it is possible to wait well.
Scripture does portray singleness as a
positive thing that allows a
single-minded devotion to the Lord.
Remember, marriage is temporal,
singleness lasts to eternity, for
everyone. The goal is to wait on the
Lord, not to wait for marriage. Be
willing to share your heartache and
pain with others. In the church we
live in community; singles and marrieds
need each other as we wait together.
Remember that no man will ever fulfill
your ultimate desires; only one
bridegroom does that and he’s
planning the ultimate wedding
banquet.
Conclusion
Would I recommend this book? Yes,
certainly for single women who are
dating. The book offers pertinent
questions and issues to consider before
making any commitment to marriage.
Breaking up for the glory of God may
be necessary. The book also offers
helpful advice for single women not
in a relationship. It will expose the
heart’s desires, and help her not to
settle for being married to an unsuitable
man, but to wait, relying that God’s
grace will be sufficient.
Single men should read the book
as well. They will gain insight into the
typical longings of a woman’s heart. If
they find a chapter or two that serves
as mirror for them, there is the choice
to put away ungodly attitudes and
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become the mature man in Christ. It
will also be a helpful read for friends
of singles and those who counsel them.
And while I agree the title is catchy,
I wonder if it might put off exactly
those who could benefit most from
reading it.
I was also left with the thought
there could be a second volume,
warning men which women to avoid:
the manipulator, the gossip, the
passive-aggressive, the I’ll-change-youfor-the-better-agent and of course, the
unbeliever, the unchurched and the
angry woman. All in all, I appreciated
the honesty of Reju’s book. He writes
with empathy and understanding. His
advice rings true.
Some final reflections: I read this
book with keen awareness of the many
beautiful, talented, educated, godly
young women (and some men) in our
church communities. I wonder what
it’s like to be a single in our churches.
That would be worthwhile to explore.
Are they lonely even while being part
of a congregation? Are they appreciated
for who they are as singles, or perhaps
somewhat pitied? How well do our
churches serve and support our singles
in their twenties and thirties, and
beyond? Do our conversations revolve
around our families, our spouses, and
children with scant thought what that
feels like to someone who longs for
marriage and children? Do we
encourage post-secondary education
for our young women according to
interest and ability, or do we fear that
will make them less marriageable? Do
we expect singles to shoulder tasks in
the church because, “Well, they have
the time, anyway?” Are we as inclusive
as we purport to be? It’s a good thing
when a book makes the reader reflect
on the broader issues at play in our
churches. She’s Got the Wrong Guy:
Why Smart Women Settle is one of
those books, and well worth the read!
First appeared in Reformed
Perspective in Jan/Feb 2019.
Used with permission.

Focus on faith
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Proper meditation
“Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. Your commandment
makes me wiser than my enemies, for it
is ever with me” – Psalm 119:97–104
We have seen that authentic
Christian meditation is not the emptying
of one’s mind, nor does it pursue the
goal of losing one’s personal identity in
an undifferentiated union with the
divine. Instead, Scripture tells us time
and again that the practice of meditation
involves not forgetting the Word of God
(Josh. 1:8), reading it, and contemplating
it so that it might penetrate our hearts
and sanctify us by the power of the
Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16–17; Heb. 4:
12–13). Many of the Old Testament
verses on meditation are found in the
Psalms, particularly in Psalm 119, which
extols the virtues of the Lord’s inspired
teaching that makes up the canon of
Scripture. Verses 97–104 of this psalm
are particularly pertinent for giving us
a more thorough explanation of the
kinds of things we should think upon
as we meditate on God’s Word. In
speaking of the blessings of the law of
God, the psalmist gives us some insight
into the practice of meditation.
First, we are told that the
commandments of the Lord make us
wiser than our enemies (v. 98). It is
appropriate, then, as we are meditating
on God’s Word, to consider why the
passage before us is superior to the
accepted ways of the world.
Furthermore, the psalmist links the
continual
presence
of
the
commandment with him to the wisdom
it provides (v. 99); thus, mulling over a
portion of Scripture should include
asking how we can make its teaching a
perpetual part of our lives.
Second, there is an emphasis in
today’s passage on hating “every false
way” and avoiding evil in order to
understand and keep the Word (vv. 101,
104). Achieving the right meaning and
application of a text as we meditate on
it requires attention to personal holiness.
A refusal to repent of known sin and a
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complete failure to put into practice that
which we already know from Scripture
will guarantee that we miss the point of
what the Spirit wants to teach us in the
text.
Finally, meditation should also include
a consideration of the text in light of the
new covenant in Christ. Since the Word
of God gives us wisdom and
understanding (vv. 98–99), we profit from
it only if we read it with an open eye
on Him who is the incarnate wisdom of
God (1 Cor. 1:18–25).

Coram Deo
Meditating on a text in light of Christ
is more than just thinking on how it
speaks to who He is and what He did.
In fact, meditating on it in light of Christ
means to consider how it speaks to
Christian ethics and Christian theology,
some of what constitutes those pure and
commendable things that we are to
think on (Phil. 4:8–9). Studying these
topics can help you meditate more
profitably on Scripture.
Ligonier Ministries

Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL
January 1985
Sometimes something happens that
suddenly shocks us Christians into action.
That “something” was an announcement
in the press that a three-part documentary drama, in which the scientific
evidence for the historical Jesus will be
examined, has been cleared for
screening by religious advisers for
television. The film implies that Jesus
was a homosexual.
Many viewers are now protesting. In
an interview on television a priest and
a minister defended the film while a
layman strongly opposed it and was
even ridiculed by the others. Our
churches also joined the protest. A
petition will make a strong protest against
the blasphemy and lies to be screened
in the documentary Jesus – The Evidence
with the request that this film be banned.
It was most heartening to see just about
everybody in Hamilton flock around the
table to put their signatures to the
petition and, I was told in Mangere the
congregation lined up in a queue to
sign their protest.
I have a bad habit of pocketing any
literature that comes my way, especially
when it is free. One day we ambled
through the University Campus in
Auckland and by the time we got through
I had my hands and pockets full of
magazines and pamphlets. The student
magazine I picked up contained a book
review by their chaplain on Christianity
and the Churches. In this book we are
introduced to two types of Christians,
Faith in Focus Volume 47/3 April 2020

the liberating Christian whom he called
“The Lion of Judah,” and the
domesticated Christian, named “A Tame
Household Pet.” The difference is clearly
seen: the liberating lion’s main thrust is
towards justice, equality and liberation
for all in this world: e.g. prisons are the
result of unjust structures – a place
where the poor are sent. On the other
hand, the domesticated household
Christian places the emphasis on
individual salvation in the next world,
he sees prisons as necessary because of
personal failure and justifies them in
terms of the need for retribution and
rehabilitation. The chaplain said a lot
more which made me wonder what
the substance of his faith really is.
Over ten thousand young minds
are subject to his counselling and
religious instructions.
Last week my wife responded to a knock
on the door and found herself
confronted by two JW’s, who wanted
to sell her their magazine. My wife
suggested a swap with one of our Back
to God Hour booklets. It was positively
rejected as they “had” the truth and did
not wish to be “contaminated” by false
literature. That closed the door on them.
“GO WITH GOD” headed an article by
the minister of the Avondale church in
the last church bulletin of the year,
advising his flock to take care as they
readied themselves for the Christmas
holidays. His closing remarks were: “We
wish all drivers and travellers travelling
mercies on the roads and remember: it

is better to be patient
than to become a patient.”
This year is International Youth
Year with the many challenges
it may offer our young people – not
that we had to wait for Anno Domino
1985 for any specific actions. But the
United Nations have set this year aside
for a special study of the problems facing
the youth and the problems of the world
as young people see them. The hope,
of course, is expressed that out of that
will come ideas and patterns for the
future. For our Reformed Youth it may
be a challenge to get involved so that
the Christian voice may come through
loud and clear, and to even be setting
the pace. Maybe with the above in
mind, the North Shore session decided
to exercise a much closer oversight over
their youth. A steering committee will
help to plan future activities and evaluate
their objectives; a co-ordinator will
19

support the steering committee assisted
by a liaison person from the session.
Recently a judge, passing sentence on
a teenager for drug abuse and assault,
had his parting words circulated worldwide. Wagging his finger at the
youngster, he said, “I may be putting
you in prison for a limited time, but it
is really your parents who will be serving
a lifetime sentence of humiliation. It is
not you who are going to serve that
year; no, it is your mother and your
father who will serve, as their souls are
tormented for a lifetime. They have put
their lives, their hearts, their sweat, their
money and everything else they have,
into bringing you up.” And the parting
words of that judge to the young boy
were to spend that year thinking of the
kind of world he was busy creating for
the next generation and to stop talking
about the world we left him.
This past year, a local social psychologist
made a study of white people’s attitude
to race and multiculturalism. The results
will be published shortly but already she
has leaked a few things to the press.
Her research has dispelled, as far as she
is concerned, a n umber of racist ideas,
i.e. that it is a misconception to think
these differences in intelligence could
be linked to race. “Another fallacy,” she
says, “is that social stereotypes are linked
to genes.” That will throw out all the
Dutch uncles and Dutch treats; the Irish
are no less Paddy Murphy’s pig than
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you and I; neither are the Cretans
anymore liars, evil brutes and lazy
gluttons. That study may well see the
end of centuries of stereotyped
discrimination.

January 1985
During the last few years, a number of
concerns have developed in areas such
as race relations, abortion, feminism,
sex-education in schools, de-facto
relationships etc, and this has, as one
pastor wrote in his bulletin, “bogged
down the session in confronting all these
issues.” They had a busy year considering
these issues, trying hard to find answers
in the light of Scripture.
Another session appointed a
“lobbying committee” with quite a wideranging mandate. They have been asked
to prepare for the session, presentations
for the media of Reformed views on
topical issues of the day. Parliament will
also be targeted for submissions on
Christian views on moral and other
issues. The session asked the committee
to consider and recommend solutions
to local problems in the area of church
extension and expansion and their
“caring” place in the community. We'll
see by the end of this year how that
committee has fared.
There has been a real upsurge in the
need for Christian schools. I have always
been greatly baffled by the tremendous
growth of Christian schools in the United
States and in Australia, but not here in
New Zealand. Has the secular state
school in New Zealand been a lesser
threat to Christian upbringing than in
other parts of the world? I have no notes
to compare. But now there appears to
be a much greater dissatisfaction with
the state run schools and a greater desire
to establish schools where Christian
principles will be safeguarded. The
Wellington area has established a
committee with a mandate to start a
school soon and so has a committee in
Avondale. Auckland made their goal this
year: to start a Christian school. In
Hastings too there are moves towards
establishing such a school; at the
moment they are busy educating
evangelical friends as to what is meant
by “Christian” education.
Abridged
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Focus on apologetics
MARGARET HELDER

Wrong questions lead
to wrong answers
The Christian naturally confesses that
God exists, that He is omnipotent and
omniscient and has communicated with
us. Nature is God’s handiwork. Thus
the Christian confesses that we see
testimony to God’s work and character
when we look at nature. For example
we read in Psalms 19:1-3:
The heavens declare the glory of
God, and the sky above proclaims
his handiwork. Day to day pours out
speech and night to night reveals
knowledge. There is no speech, nor
are there words, whose voice is not
heard.
Another famous passage about the
testimony of nature is Job 12:7-9:
Photo by Emily Morter on Unsplash

Why don’t brilliant
scientists see
evidence of God’s
design in Nature?
Because they
deliberately blind
themselves to this
evidence.
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The conflict between Biblical revelation and
some aspects of modern science is a
longstanding issue, and Christian young
people can’t avoid being impacted by this
dilemma. What should they believe? Should
they accept that creation took place in six
literal days, or should they seek some sort
of accommodation of Scripture with the
teachings of science? Many have anguished
over this choice.
The appeal of trying to accommodate
to the popular scientific view – the appeal
of bundling the Bible with the Big Bang –
is clear. After all, don’t objective scientists
know what they are talking about? So don’t
we need to listen to what they are telling
us they see?
Christian vs. secular agendas
In this context, what everyone must
understand is that there are no objective
scientists. Everyone has starting assumptions.

But ask the beasts, and they will
teach you, and the birds of the
heavens, and they will tell you, or
the bushes of the earth, and they
will teach you, and the fish of the
sea will declare to you. Who among
all these does not know that the
hand of the Lord has done this?
When we study biology, we see that
God is the creator!
The secular position contrasts sharply
with the Christian view. Mainstream
scientists maintain that natural
explanations can be found for everything.
No supernatural input will ever be
evident. For example, an editorial in the
journal Nature (March 12, 1981)
remarked concerning the definition of
science: “…one prejudice is allowable,
even necessary – the preconception that
theories can be constructed to account
for all observable phenomena.” Thus the
Christian expects to see God revealed
in nature, while the secular person says
God will never be revealed in nature.
21

Different expectations prompt
different questions
How does a square melon get square?
Newly sprouted watermelons are placed
in plastic boxes, and as the melon grows
it fills in the available space until this
unique shape results.
With different expectations come
different questions – there is a big
difference between what secular
scientists and what some Christians will
ask about natural systems. And their
different questions will result in very
different answers obtained.
How does a square melon get
square? Newly sprouted watermelons
are placed in plastic boxes, and as the
melon grows it fills in the available space
until this unique shape results.
For example, suppose somebody
showed you a photograph of three

Similarly, if a scientist asks, “How
did life come about spontaneously?”
then the only possible answer is a natural
process. If the same scientist were to
ask “Could life come about spontaneously?” in this case he has the
opportunity to examine what cells are
like and what the biochemical processes
in cells are like, and thereafter conclude
that life could not have come about
spontaneously. Thus the answers
obtained from the study of nature
depend upon what questions are asked.
No results
There is no issue that more clearly
demonstrates the impact of what
questions are asked of nature, than the
discipline of origin of life studies.
Specialist John H. McClendon’s
summary of the situation was as follows:
“Since we know that life did arise, we
are obligated to find mechanisms to
accumulate enough organic matter to
start life.” Scientists may feel themselves
obligated to find such a scenario, but
they are having a difficult time finding
one nonetheless.
The difficulties of proposing and
defending a reasonable scenario for the
origin of life were further highlighted
by Simon Conway Morris in 2003 in a
chapter entitled “The Origin of Life:
straining the soup of our credulity” from
his book entitled Life’s Solution. Of these
chemists who are not discouraged by
the results of their experiments, he
remarks:
…chemists have devised reaction
pathways that can produce
reasonable quantities of ribose
[needed for one popular scenario],
but the sheer complexity of the
process and the careful manipulation
of the many steps during the reaction
make one wonder about its
applicability to the origin of life.

unfamiliar objects, green in color and
square in shape. If you were to ask that
person “How did Nature form that?”
the only possible response would be
some sort of natural process.
However, if you were instead to ask,
“Did Nature form that?” then the person
has the opportunity to investigate whether
or not these square watermelons (which
is what the objects turn out to be) had
a simply natural origin. Only then could
they discover that no, they did not.
22

Dr. Morris is telling us that the kind
of chemical reactions that require fancy
manipulation by a chemist do not occur
spontaneously in nature (apart from in
living cells).
Scientists were still looking for
support for the “RNA world” in 2014
when the following description of a
possible process was printed in Nature:
After ten rounds of selection and
amplification of catalytic molecules;
pruning of superfluous sequences;
insertion of another randomized
segment to create a new pool; and
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then another six rounds of selection
and amplification, a D-ribozyme was
isolated that could perform templatedirected joining of L-substrates about
a million times faster than the
uncatalyzed reaction.
One would have to be very gullible
indeed to believe that any of this could
happen spontaneously. Indeed the
article referred to the process as
“engineering” which presupposed that
an intelligent agent (the chemist) carried
out the process.
An article in Nature five years
previously had similarly highlighted the
difficulties of the RNA world hypothesis,
the most popular explanation today for
how life could have originated in
spontaneous fashion. Matthew W.
Powner et al declared:
At some stage in the origin of life,
an informational polymer must have
arisen by purely chemical means.
According to one version of the “RNA
world” hypothesis this polymer was
RNA, but attempts to provide
experimental support for this have
failed (italics mine).
The determination of the mainstream
scientists to keep looking for a
spontaneous solution to the origin of
life, even when the results are totally
contrary, has long been recognized. But
they do not see this situation as a
problem. Thus David Deamer remarked
in a book review on origin of life
theories:
[Author] Harold argues that,
notwithstanding the vast literature,
progress has gone little beyond the
findings of Soviet biochemist
Alexander Oparin and British
polymath J. B. S. Haldane more than
80 years ago, when they
independently argued that Louis
Pasteur’s dictum “All life from life”
was wrong.
Note that the “findings” of Oparin
and Haldane that Pasteur was wrong,
were not based on any evidence, (they
still aren’t), but on a choice to believe
that life can come from non-living
chemicals.
Their bias blinds
The secular scientist approaches the
study of nature with a specific agenda.
Nature is to be interpreted only in terms
of matter, energy, and natural processes,
even if the results look ridiculous. A
Faith in Focus Volume 47/3 April 2020

prominent geneticist, Richard Lewontin
(b. 1929) actually stated this very clearly.
In a famous review of a book by Carl
Sagan, he wrote:

time claim, that what they are dealing
with is truth. For example, philosophers
of science Stephen C. Meyer (b. 1958)
and Paul A. Nelson (b. 1958) point out:

Our willingness to accept scientific
claims that are against common sense
is the key to an understanding of
the real struggle between science
and the supernatural. We take the
side of science…. because we have
a n a p r i o r i commitment to
materialism. It is not that the methods
and institutions of science somehow
compel us to accept a material
explanation of the phenomenal
world, but, on the contrary, that we
are forced by our a priori adherence
to material causes to create an
apparatus of investigation and a set
of concepts that produce material
explanations, no matter how counterintuitive, no matter how mystifying
to the uninitiated. Moreover, that
materialism is absolute, for we cannot
allow a Divine Foot in the door.

Restricting science to naturalistic
hypotheses is not an innocuous
methodological stratagem [innocent
technique] which nevertheless leaves
science free to pursue the truth. God,
after all, may not have been away
on other business when life
originated, or humankind came to
be.

What Dr. Lewontin said, was that
scientists bias their studies so that only
natural explanations will ever be
obtained. Similarly astronomer Robert
Jastrow (1925-2008) equated such an
approach as almost a religion for
scientists:
Scientists…. believe that every event
that takes place in the world can be
explained in a rational way as a
consequence of some previous event.
If there is a religion in science, this
statement can be regarded as its
main article of faith…
Nothing to do with the truth
It is certainly reasonable to ask how
legitimate it is to restrict science to only
naturalistic hypotheses. The answer
you’ll get to that question depends upon
whom you ask. Biologist Leonard Brand
(b. 1941) replies that such restrictions
are not legitimate.
Our research only answers the
questions we are willing to ask,
naturalism allows only certain
questions to be asked… Naturalism
has a powerful biasing influence in
science, in steering scientific thinking,
and, in many cases, deciding what
conclusions are to be reached.
Others point out that secular
scientists may restrict what explanations
about nature qualify for the term
“science” but they cannot at the same

These men declare that the secular
assumption that God did not intervene
directly in nature does not make it so.
Similarly Calvin College (in Michigan)
philosopher of science Del Ratzsch
points out that:
If nature is not a closed, naturalistic
system – that is, if reality does not
respect the naturalists’ edict – then
science built around that edict cannot
be credited a priori with getting at
truth, being self-corrective or
anything of the sort.
What Dr. Ratzsch has pointed out
is that wrong questions will always elicit
wrong answers. Scientific explanations
may change (and indeed they do) but
the answers will never be any closer to
the truth if the wrong questions are
being asked in the first place. It is often
said that science is “self-corrective” i.e.
that errors are exposed and better
explanations developed. However the
term “self-corrective” is meaningless
when the studies are biased from the
beginning.
Conclusion
Secular scientists, with their expectations
of never seeing God in nature, have
confined themselves to mechanistic
explanations and interpretations. Such,
of course, is the theory of evolution. As
Dr. Ratzsch remarks: “… materialists
have no viable choice but to view the
world through evolutionary spectacles
of some sort.” Similarly Dr. Brand tells
us: “The evolutionary theory is based
on the philosophy of naturalism, and
does not consider any hypotheses that
involve divine intervention in the history
of the universe.”
Influenced by their secular
colleagues, many Christians choose a
theistic evolution type of explanation
for origins. For example, Clarence
Menninga (b. 1928, science professor
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emeritus at Calvin College), wrote in
The Banner:
But it is presumptuous and arrogant
for us to restrict God’s options by
claiming that he could not have used
natural processes to bring about
certain complex structures and
functions, even if we do not
understand in scientific terms how
that was done.
Thus Dr. Menninga explains the
appearance of living creatures in terms
of an evolutionary process. He assumes
that this is so, contrary to what the Bible
says, even though he is unaware of a
scientific explanation for the process.
It is evident that if such scientists
were to ask different questions, based
on the expectation of seeing God’s work
and character revealed in nature, they
might not necessarily come to any
evolutionary conclusions at all. In
addition, the concept of long ages is a
necessary ingredient in any evolutionary
scenario. If there were no process of
gradual change (evolution), if organisms
were created directly, then there is no
need for a long period of past time
other than the few thousands of years
for which we have historical records.
This article originally appeared in
Reformed Perspective
(www.ReformedPerspective.ca) and is
an excerpt of Dr. Margaret Helder’s
book “No Christian Silence on
Science” which is available at
tinyurl.com/nochristiansilence.
Used with permission.

The Free Reformed School
Association (Tas) Inc.
invites applications for the
position of

Secondary Teacher
(English/Drama
specialisation preferred)
Fulltime or Part-time
Position available
Looking for a change of scenery?
Looking for a change in pace? Excited
to join a small dynamic group of staff
members all interested in advancing
children’s education? Then this is a
position for you.
The John Calvin School currently has
111 students from Kinder to Grade 10.
Our secondary school has combined
classes but our smaller classes allow
teachers great opportunities for
diverse teaching styles. The school is
in the centre of Launceston, Tasmania
which is a scenic island with world
renowned tourist attractions, food and
drink.
Employment at the John Calvin School
would commence at the beginning of
Term 1, 2019.
Applicants must be a member of the
Free Reformed Church of Australia or
any of her sister churches.
Conditions and salary are based on
the Educational Services (Teachers)
Award 2010, however remuneration
will be based on qualifications and
experience.
Any person who is interested in
teaching at our school at some point
in the future is also invited to lodge an
expression of interest.
For applications or more information
on this position, general information
and expressions of interest, please
contact:
The Board of the Free Reformed
School Association (Tas) Inc
E-mail: adminmanager@jcs.tas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6344 3794
Address: PO Box 89, Launceston 7250,
Tasmania, Australia.
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“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.”
Prov 1:7
We’re Looking for a …

Primary School
Teacher!
We’re looking for an enthusiastic,
committed teacher, who is going
to LOVE inspiring and motivating
young children to learn new skills,
new abilities, and expand their tiny
minds with all the greatness of God,
His creation, and His Word. We also
want this super enthusiastic teacher to
educate them, teach them to read and
write and do math, and generally be an
Educational Superhero.
Our ideal candidate is a Christian of
the Reformed persuasion, a committed
church goer, and has high personal and
professional standards.
Our school is a private, parentcontrolled independent school, in
Upper Hutt, New Zealand. We currently
have a roll of 24 students and offer
education to children from Christian
families from years 1-12. Due to our
fantastically low student to teacher
ratio (5-10 students per teacher), we
offer opportunity for quality one-onone instruction, and opportunities for
teachers to nurture Christian character
and build meaningful educational
relationships with students.
If you are interested in being part of
a thriving and vibrant educational
community, and would like more
information on this position, we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact the school board
chairman:

Geoff Doyle

board@silverstreamchristianschool.nz
Phone: 04 9707659
Address: 8 Blue Mountains Road,
Silverstream, Upper Hutt.
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