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Since the time the serpent beguiled our first parents in the garden of Eden,
warfare was declared by the LORD God in the garden of Eden, with the words
in Genesis 3:15;
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall
bruise him on the heel.
Because of that old enmity between the devils seed and the woman’s seed
there has been the constant struggle between truth, error, light and darkness,
which would bring God’s people into constant conflict with the spiritual forces
of wickedness taking form as ungodly philosophies, ideologies, idolatrous
religions and threats of the wanton destruction of God’s people.
It would take some 4,000 years for this enmity and warfare to eventually
bring about the most pivotal events in history, namely the crucifixion and
resurrection of the LORD Jesus Christ, and the defeat of Satan and the spiritual
forces of wickedness.
Paul the Apostle said in Ephesians 6:12 “For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world
forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places.” In a sense, we could paraphrase this to say that our struggle
is against the forces of Hell. That is why when Peter made his God-revealed
confession “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt 16:16),
that Jesus said to him “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this
rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
(Matt 16:18)
Whether you believe that Jesus was referring to Peter’s confession or His
church, the fact remains, that He promised that the gates of Hell will not
overpower it. And I emphasise the word promised. Even though this promise
was made two millenia ago, it stands firm and we have seen that throughout
history. The Lord has and will maintain His church, the truth of His word
and Lordship over all. I have no doubts about that because “we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us” (Rom 8:37).
Even though we may be assailed by the powers of Hell, ungodly
philosophies, threats to our freedom and lives, we must be “convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8: 38-39)
Our contributors provide us with every reason to be confident of Christ’s
promise.
Mr Andre Holtslag exhorts us to persevere.
Mr David Stares considers the assault against a Mighty Fortress.
Sally Davey muses on the old, young and the coronavirus.
Mr Tim Challies writes about being above reproach in his series on the
Christian character.
Mr Jon Dykstra, editor or Reformed Perspective gives some pointers about
the value of reading dystopian fiction.
The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.
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The gates of Hell shall not prevail
ANDRE HOLTSLAG

Encouragement to
persevere
Have you heard about Early Rain
Covenant Church (ERCC)? It is a
Reformed congregation in Chengdu City,
China. It was in December of 2018 that
word started coming through about
arrests and the closure of the church,
and we (RCNZ churches) were asked
to pray for our brothers and sisters.
This is the opening paragraph from
the ‘Pray for Early Rain Covenant
Church’ Facebook page:
On December 9th, 2018, Chinese
authorities arrested more than 100
members of Early Rain Covenant
C h u r c h ( 秋 ⾬ 圣 约 教 会 ). Some
members were interrogated at the
police station and then released, while
others were imprisoned. Pastor Wang
Yi and his wife Jiang Rong were charged
with “inciting to subvert state power”
and taken to secret locations. Other
church leaders and members were
placed in the Chengdu City Detention
Center on charges of “picking quarrels
and provoking trouble” and “illegal
business operations.” Since December
9th, more than 50 Christians from the
church have been jailed. On November
29th, 2019, Elder Qin Defu was
sentenced to four years in prison for
“illegal business operations.” After a
secret trial on December 26th, 2019,
Pastor Wang Yi was sentenced on
December 30th, 2019, to 9 years in
prison for “inciting to subvert state
power” and “illegal business
operations.”
The Facebook page also reports that
50 students of the church’s seminary
and liberal arts college were sent to an
‘education centre’ for several days, the
homes of church members were/are
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guarded by state officers, the church’s
two sanctuaries were seized and
converted into office space for
community police, and the legally rented
K-12 school, seminary, and liberal arts
college have been seized, with
everything inside confiscated, including
students’ personal computers and
textbooks. The number of church
members arrested and interrogated by
police since December 9th, 2018, has
now climbed to more than 300!
It was around March of 2019 that I
prayed especially for ERCC in an
afternoon service. During the prayer, a
Chinese woman who had been
worshipping with us for some weeks
(she had recently started studies in
Auckland) began weeping and left the
sanctuary for a few moments. I did not
know it then but she was a member of
ERCC and she was deeply touched that
we here in NZ were praying for her
church family! Wow! What a beautiful
moment when she shared this with me
at the door after the service! I have
since heard that others of our churches
have members/visitors from, or with
close ties to, ERCC.
I encourage you to look at the ‘Pray
for Early Rain Covenant Church’
Facebook page. You can find sermons
and talks from Pastor Wang Yi (subtitles
in English) that are very biblical, faithful,
edifying, and instructive.
Here in New Zealand, the idea that
the police would turn up and arrest our
ministers or seize our church buildings
seems unthinkable. And yet, it may be
that something like this is on the horizon.
Our Minister of Justice, Andrew Little,
is very keen to introduce ‘Hate-speech’
legislation to parliament. There will be

… it seems fairly
inevitable, sooner or
later (assuming that we
continue to preach and
teach the full counsel of
God’s Word!), that we
will face opposition,
closure (of churches and
Christian schools), and
imprisonment.
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the usual parliamentary process but
reports suggest that some of our
politicians would like the legislation to
make preaching about homosexuality as
sin, or denouncing other religions as
false religions, or that there are only two
genders, for example, hate-speech
crime. If that happens, there can be
little doubt that our churches will come
under the blow-torch of media/state
attention.
This was brought home to me in two
ways, recently:
• The first occasion was at a family
wedding. I was approached
afterwards by an attendee who heard
me say that marriage is to be between

one man and one woman, and that
the bride had vowed to submit to
her husband. She asked me if these
two things are the view of our
churches. I told her they certainly
are the view of our churches because
they are what the Bible teaches. But
her question highlighted how
differently we think than many in
our society. And it made me think
– what if she were a journalist out
to expose any example of outdated,
patriarchal,
misogynistic,
homo-phobic activity that she could
find? The RCNZ could easily be
front-page news or receiving visits
from the hate-speech ministry
officials.

• The second occasion was news that
came through late in April about a
Reformed Church in the USA. As I
write, churches around the world
are unable to gather for worship
services and Bible studies. This is
not because of a religion ban but as
a disease prevention measure. So
for the time being, churches are livestreaming ‘services’ on Sunday. Well,
one Reformed church in the USA
has an app for its church on the
Google Play store. However, this
church received notification from
Google that its app would no longer
be available from the Play Store
because of discriminatory content.
And the content identified is sermons
that teach that homosexuality is sin
(I have not listened to the sermons
myself but the author of the report
said the teaching was plain and
gospel-oriented, the like of which
we will all have heard in many
sermons).
So it seems fairly inevitable, sooner or
later (assuming that we continue to preach
and teach the full counsel of God’s
Word!), that we will face opposition,
closure (of churches and Christian
schools), and imprisonment. And given
that the faithful prophets of Israel and the
Lord Jesus were put to death because
they spoke the truth (Acts 7:52), and
given that New Testament church history
began the same way (Acts 7 – Stephen),
and has continued ever since, with James,
Peter, Polycarp, Blandina, Jan Huss, Lady
Jane Grey, Thomas Cranmer, and Jim
Elliot, being just a tiny proportion of the
many men and women, and even
children, who have died for Christ’s sake.
And this is where we must again take
up the main thesis of this month’s Faith
in Focus. Jesus’ promise to Peter was that

The bronze casting of The Gates of Hell, a set
of monumental doors inspired by Dante’s
Inferno that Rodin worked on for 37 years and
for which he first created some of his most
famous figures, like The Thinker, The Kiss,
Adam and Eve, is one of three originals cast
from Rodin’s plaster model in 1917. It was
made specifically for Mastbaum. The Gates
hold pride of place in the museum in the
entrance gallery, emphasizing the connection
between the doors and the later sculptures
Rodin derived from them. A bronze of The
Thinker stands watch outside the main entry to
the museum.
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He would build His church on the
confession of faith that Peter and every
believer makes, and that “the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.” There are
multiple comforts in this promise that are
unfolded in other parts of Scripture and
to which history bears witness:
• Paul, the Apostle, was a persecutor
of the church. And yet he became
an instrument of the gospel, greatly
used of the Lord (1 Timothy 1:12-13).
The Philippian jailer came to a living
faith in Christ through the testimony
of Paul and Silas (Acts 16). The church
of Christ advances even during and
because of persecution. Perhaps you
have heard this quote from the early
church Father, Tertullian, before: “The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of
faith.” This is why the Lord Jesus
called on us to love our enemies and
pray for those who persecute us
(Matthew 5:44). Perhaps you have
heard that one place where the church
of Christ is growing rapidly today is
Iran! In a country where there has
been and is such fierce opposition to
Christ, He is gathering His people into
the church.
• Secondly, we are also encouraged to
persevere because the Lord promises
to watch over us in our persecution,
and that those who persecute His
people and reject Christ will receive
the vengeance of the Lord:
Therefore we ourselves boast about
you in the churches of God for your
steadfastness and faith in all your
persecutions and in the afflictions
that you are enduring. This is
evidence of the righteous judgment
of God, that you may be considered
worthy of the kingdom of God, for
which you are also suffering- since
indeed God considers it just to repay
with affliction those who afflict you,
and to grant relief to you who are
afflicted as well as to us, when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels in flaming
fire, inflicting vengeance on those
who do not know God and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus (2 Thessalonians 1:4-8).
• Thirdly, if we die as martyrs, our souls
go to reign with Christ in heaven until
He returns for the Day of Judgment:
Then I saw thrones, and seated on
them were those to whom the
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authority to judge was committed.
Also I saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded for the
testimony of Jesus and for the word
of God, and who had not worshiped
the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads
or their hands. They came to life
and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years (Revelation 20:4).
• And fourthly, even though many
hypocrites may fall away from the
church in the face of persecution, the
Lord will preserve His church and
come to her aid at the end of time.
And then the great persecutors – the
devil and the beast and the false
prophet – will be condemned to an
eternity in the fires of hell:
The devil who had deceived them
was thrown into the lake of fire and
sulfur where the beast and the false
prophet were, and they will be
tormented day and night forever
and ever. Then I saw a great white
throne and him who was seated on
it. From his presence earth and sky
fled away, and no place was found
for them. And I saw the dead, great
and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened.
Then another book was opened,
which is the book of life. And the
dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to
what they had done. And the sea
gave up the dead who were in it,
Death and Hades gave up the dead
who were in them, and they were
judged, each one of them, according
to what they had done. Then Death
and Hades were thrown into the
lake of fire. This is the second death,
the lake of fire. And if anyone's name
was not found written in the book
of life, he was thrown into the lake
of fire (Revelation 20:10-15).

We are also en
couraged to persevere
because the Lord
promises to watch over
us in our persecution,
and that those who
persecute His people
and reject Christ will
receive the vengeance
of the Lord.

Jesus Christ reigns! He will deliver “the
kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority
and power (1 Corinthians 15:24).” So let
the promises of Christ be our
encouragement to persevere when
trouble comes our way. As it says in 2
Thessalonians 3:3, “The Lord is faithful.
He will establish you and guard you
against the evil one.”
Mr Andre Holtslag is the minister of
the Reformed Church in Avondale.
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The gates of Hell shall not prevail
DAVID STARES

Struck down, but
not destroyed

Jesus will be the ruler
over all things when he
rises again. Raised to be
“far above all rule and
authority and power and
dominion, and every
name that is named, not
only in this age but also
in the one to come.”
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Recently I was listening to a podcast about
the development of water treatment
throughout the ages, and during the
podcast, the hosts referred to the fact that
a number of the technologies that were
present in the Roman Empire were lost
in the Middle Ages – the so-called ‘Dark
Ages’ (approx. 500-1500 AD). It is virtually
a given, it seems, that the influence of
the church in those days stifled scientific
curiosity and so was instrumental in
maintaining the ‘dark’ state of the world.
I think it’s fair to say that we as Protestant
Christians also have a conflicted view of
the ‘Dark Ages.’ Why? Because this was
the era that solidified the ‘Catholicism’
of the church.
Take for example the fact that while
the First Council of Nicaea (325AD) stood
firm on Theology and Christology and
developed the Nicene Creed, the Second
Council of Nicea (787AD) directed
bishops to “instruct the faithful diligently
touching the intercession and invocation
of saints; the honour paid to relics; and
the lawful use of images – teaching them,
that the saints, who reign together with
Christ, offer up their own prayers to God
for men; that it is good and useful
suppliantly to invoke them.”1
All of these things would be rejected
by the Reformers, but not for another
700 years or so. One could find more
examples of the corruption of the church
in that era. So, the question is: when
Jesus promises in Matthew 16:18 that
“upon this rock I will build My church;
and the gates of Hades will not overpower
it,” was this promise kept? In order to
answer this question, first, we are going
to need to look at the promise, and then,
second, to compare Jesus’ promise with
what happened in history.

The Verse
It had been a while. The disciples had
been following Jesus for some time, and
had been observing and hearing him.
And not only them, the Pharisees and
Sadducees had been there as well. They
were interested in some sign from Jesus
that he was who he said he was. Of
course, he had given plenty, but Jesus
wasn’t going to capitulate to them in this
instance.
However, it wasn’t only the leaders
of Israel who had questions. Jesus’ own
disciples seemed to be confused about
his identity. In this light, Simon Peter’s
confession “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God” is a welcome change!
Jesus’ response is unquestionably positive,
that Peter can only say this because it
has been revealed to him by God himself.
Then, Jesus makes this promise: “I also
say to you that you are Peter, and upon
this rock I will build My church; and the
gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
The first thing we need to know about
this passage is: what is the rock?
The Roman Catholic Church has long
held that the rock that is being referred
to here is Peter. That here he is being
established as the head of the church.
And certainly, we can see that Peter is
somewhat prominent in the early church.
He is the one who delivers that amazing
sermon in Acts 2. However, after that,
Peter’s prominence seems to fade. In fact,
in Galatians 2 he is rebuked by Paul for
his treatment of the Gentiles. At the
Jerusalem Council, it seems to be James,
not Peter, who takes a prominent role in
the church. If Jesus’ promise meant that
Peter was supposed to be the head of
the church, it seems this didn’t actually
happen.

Faith in Focus

Volume 47/6 July 2020

Others have explained that ‘this rock’
means the place where Jesus was standing,
Caesarea Philippi. Meaning that Jesus is
saying that “in the middle of this sinful
place where people do not worship God,
I’m going to work.”2 Certainly this is a
true statement, that Jesus would build his
church in the middle of a sinful world,
however it’s difficult to see from context
how this understanding relates to the
conversation with Peter. In context, the
question under discussion is the identity
of Jesus. This was the subject of Jesus’
question, and this was also the subject
of Peter’s answer, and in saying ‘I also
say to you that you are Peter,’ Jesus relates
what came before to what comes next.
So, how do we understand the rock?
The best way to understand it is that it
relates to Peter’s confession. This, of
course is not to be separated too strongly
from Peter the man, indeed, Jesus makes
a play on words using his name: Petros
means rock. And Jesus says that his church
will be built on this ‘petra’ – the feminine
of the same word. Certainly, Peter is a
factor here, as it is he to whom God
revealed this foundational statement. But,
it is the statement, and not his person,
which is the foundation of the church.
Jesus promises that he will build a church
on this foundational message: that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
Second, then, what are the gates of
Hades? What creates some confusion is
the fact that we often think of gates as a
symbol of defensive strength. However,
the gates are described as having the
ability to potentially ‘overpower.’ This
word describes ‘achieving dominance
over,’ or ‘victory over’ something else.
This shows us that when Jesus describes
the ‘gates of Hades’ he doesn’t only have
in mind a defensive structure, but the full
arsenal contained within the gates.
We find a helpful image of this at the
end of Tolkien’s The Return of the King.
The forces of good assemble at the Black
Gate. Yes, the gate is a defensive structure,
but as the gate opens we find that the
armies of Mordor are contained within,
and pour forth in a swarm to destroy the
light once and for all. This is what Jesus
is evoking, that the gates of Hades contain
all the power that evil has at its disposal.
And yet his promise still stands. Jesus
will be the ruler over all things when he
rises again. Raised to be “far above all
rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the one
to come.” (Ephesians 1:12) Jesus has all

Faith in Focus Volume 47/6 July 2020

authority in heaven and on earth
(Matthew 28:18) and he promises his
disciples that he will use this authority to
defend his church.
The History
So, then, the question that I mentioned
at the beginning is whether this promise
was kept. I am asking this in particular
with regard to history. Did the gates of
Hades prevail against the church in the
so-called Dark Ages before the
Reformation?
To this I think that we can respond
with six points:
1) We should be aware that there
remained many faithful believers in the

Thomas Aquinas by Bartolomé
Esteban Murillo, 1650. en.wikipedia.org
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church. Even as the church slipped further
and further into error, faithful believers
remained true to the gospel. We see men
in the 800s like Gottschalk who stood
firm and was persecuted for his belief in
predestination, and whose works were
destroyed by the church. And like his
associate Ratramnus who was arguing in
favour of predestination and against many
of the corrupt church practices. His works
not only remained, but continued to spark
debates in subsequent centuries and
ultimately provided a boost to the work
of the Reformation hundreds of years
later.
2) There were many other teachers as
well whose work was not perfectly pure,
and yet who maintained those same
essential gospel truths. Men like Thomas
Aquinas (1225-1274), who is often
identified as a Roman Catholic theologian,
were often read favourably by the
Reformers for the many good things that
he said.
3) While it is possible to point out many
errors that cropped up in the church in
the Middle Ages, many of the theological
errors that our confessions criticize were
not officially established until the Council

of Trent (1545-1563). This means that the
church of the Middle Ages didn’t become
the Roman Catholic Church that we think
of until the Reformation was under way.
4) We must also not forget that our view
of this time period is focused on the
spread of the gospel in Western Europe.
This ignores the fact that the church split
in 1054, and the Eastern Church
continued on its own path until today
and that there were faithful believers there
as well. Not to mention the Christians
dispersed in Africa, Eastern Europe, India
and elsewhere who didn’t fall under the
histories we normally read. The church
went beyond Europe in the earliest days
of the church, and continued to exist
there throughout the Middle Ages.
5) The Reformers were acutely aware of
the struggle of the church against the
forces of evil. They saw the fledgling
reformation at its weakest, and felt the
pain of persecution and death in
themselves. They acknowledged that the
church “may look very small and as extinct
in the eyes of man.” (BC 27) And yet,
their comfort was that there were, and
continued to be, those who were faithful
to the gospel!

6) We have to see the Reformation as
one fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to
preserve his church. The Catholic Church
had become corrupt and was teaching
such blatant false doctrine that they had
in many places indeed become a
synagogue of Satan. (cf. WCF 25.5) Left
to its own devices, who knows where the
church would be today? For the church
of Jesus to be preserved, it did indeed
need a reformation, and this is what God
gave.
So, was the church overwhelmed by
the gates of Hades? Absolutely not. In
fact, at the moment that the corruption
of the Roman Catholic Church was at its
height, men were illumined anew to turn
back to the word of God, to consider the
truth of the gospel in defiance of the
falsehood all around, and to be God’s
instruments for the expansion of the
church throughout the world.
1 https://ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf214/
npnf214.xvi.xiii.html
2 Lecrae, Unashamed, B&H Publishing Group
(Nashville, Tennesee, 2016). 158.

Mr David Stares is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Masterton.

The National Publishing Committee has
a surplus of 340 Forms and Confessions
booklets.
These are ideal for anyone wishing to have a complete set of the
Doctrines of our Churches as adopted at Synod 2014 and contain:
- the Belgic Confession (1561)
- the Heidelberg Catechism (1563)
- the Canons of Dort (1618-1619)
- the Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) new and updated
versions
- complete Church Order of the RCNZ
- all liturgical Forms, as adopted by the RCNZ
The booklet is ideal for anyone studying and wishing to further
understand the doctrines and beliefs of our churches, including
Catechism students.
Copies can be obtained by ordering from our distributor
Stuart Williams, at stu@faanz.co.nz at $6.00, plus postage
where applicable.
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Outward focus
SALLY DAVEY

The old, the young
and the Coronavirus
Over the past few months it has been
impossible to avoid the major news topic
of the day: coronavirus. Some of the
reportage has been fear-inducing; some
leaves the reader quite incredulous.
We’ve grieved over distressing scenes in
ICU units in Italy, the UK and New York.
We’ve stared, aghast, at heedless crowds
on beaches, at machine-gun toting
protestors in state houses. We’ve
wondered at governments struggling with
shortages of protective gear for frontline
medical staff, or reopening businesses
long before it seems safe to do it. Some
of us have viewed all the hype as
over-reaction. Others of us have lamented
the crisis as a failure to act swiftly enough
or decisively enough.
As I’ve read the news – and there has
been a lot of it – I have noticed one
major theme: a tension between old and
young. It’s become obvious that older
people are more susceptible to serious
illness from the virus. Younger people are
largely untouched by it, though of course
they can still contract it and infect others.
Older people, realising this, resent the
heedless behaviour of many in their
twenties – “asymptomatic balls of
kryptonite”1 as one writer depicted them.
On the other hand, younger people are
much more likely to suffer the economic
effects of the lockdown. Millenials are
more likely to lose jobs, income and
future prospects from the coming
recession. There have been some
poignant accounts of this generational
divide in the media. The Washington Post
newspaper has run a series of articles
describing the experiences of all kinds of
people during the pandemic. One
especially caught my eye. It was the story
of a lady in Minnesota, a widow in her
70s, who told a Post journalist how it felt
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to be older, and alone during this time.
You may find it helpful in understanding
older people’s perspective:
“I try to remember that I’m one of the
lucky ones in all this. What do I have to
complain about? I’m not dead. I’m not
sick. I haven’t lost my job or gone broke.
I’m bored and I’m lonely, and so what?
Who’s really going to care about my oldlady problems? Lately, when I see people
talking about the elderly, it’s mostly about
how many of us are dying off and how
we’re forcing them to shut down the
economy.
I tell myself I should be more positive. I
should be grateful. Sometimes I can make
that last for an hour or two.
A day can drag on forever when you’re
isolated all by yourself. I sleep as late as
I can. I try not to look at the clock. I go
on Facebook and read about all the ways
this country is going to hell in a
handbasket. I turn on the TV to hear a
bit of talking. It’s been almost seven weeks
since I’ve spent time with a real, live
person. I haven’t touched or really even
looked at anyone, and it’s making me
start to think recklessly. The other day I
went to Walgreens to pick up my
medications, and I sat in the parking lot
and thought about going inside. I was
wearing my mask and I had my inhaler.
I wanted run a normal errand, look at
the chocolates, maybe find my way into
a conversation. But I stayed in the car
and went to the drive-through. I put on
my gloves and handed my card to the
clerk through a hole in the glass window.
I took the medicines and gave a little
wave.

Christians need to be
mindful of everyone’s
fears and trials. That will
mean patience and
understanding for older
people; not trying to
push them into
socialising before they
feel safe. It means
finding ways to ease
their loneliness ,
especially if they live
alone.

If I get this virus, I’m afraid it would be
the end of me. I’m 75. I’ve got all I can
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handle already with my asthma,
fibromyalgia and an autoimmune disorder.
The best way for me to survive is by sitting
in my house for however many weeks or
months it’s going to take. But how many
computer games can you play before you
start to lose it? How many mysteries can
you read? I realize time is supposed to
be precious, especially since mine is short,
but right now I’m trying every trick I know
to waste time away.
Negative thoughts creep up like that. I
start getting crabby. It’s waves of anger
and depression, and I beat myself up for

it. People have it a whole lot worse.
Obviously.
I’ve got two daughters out of town who
call me and check in, but I don’t want
to guilt them. I’ve got a high school friend
who dropped off groceries. I’ve got a dog
and two cats that need to be cared for,
which gives me something to do. I’ve got
my own manufactured home with flowers
blooming all over the house. A lot of
people don’t realize there’s a big difference
between a trailer park and a mobile home
community. I’ve spent hours lately driving
up and down every block of this
neighborhood, looking at people’s yards,
checking out whatever might be poking
through the dirt. One morning I drove
my dog to the river. People were walking
on the path, and I was worried about the
droplets and all that. We sat in the car
and cracked the windows and listened to
the water.
It feels like everybody here is trying so
hard to be cheerful, but boy does it take
an effort. The other day was supposed to
be the beginning of baseball season, and
I love baseball, and the anchor came onto
the local news and said: “Let’s all try to
look on the bright side! Let’s find a way
to celebrate Opening Day even though
nobody is playing.” He showed pictures
of fans wearing their Minnesota Twins
T-shirts, or rubbing hand sanitizer onto a
baseball to play catch, and I thought: You
know what I’d really like to do right now
if I’m being honest? I’d like to find a bat
and a ball and go break a few windows.
I apologize to God for feeling this way,
but he made me how I am. I’m over this
whole thing. I used to be an optimist, but
I’m not anymore.

Photo by Fabio Neo Amato on Unsplash
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I’ve never been this angry, and it’s an ugly
way to feel. Maybe when you don’t get
to see anybody for weeks, emotions get
bottled up and have nowhere to go. I get
sucked into Facebook, and I keep scrolling
down from one thing to the next, yelling
at my computer as the posts get more
and more insane. Mike Pence was just
here in Minnesota, visiting patients at the
Mayo Clinic, and he went against their
policy and refused to wear a mask. It’s
like: “Really? How arrogant can you be?”
Next it’s someone posting pictures of
people crowded together like sardines at
a beach in California. “You idiots. Do you
care about anyone but yourself?” Then
it’s the president saying it might be a good
idea to inject some kind of bleach or
disinfectant. “No thank you, but you go
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right ahead if you want to poison yourself.”
Then it’s a militia group taking over a state
capitol. It’s doctors who have to wear
garbage bags instead of gowns. It’s that
we still don’t have enough tests. It’s how
at least most of the deaths are people
over 70 with preexisting conditions. “Oh,
what a relief! Who cares about them?”
It’s some stockbroker or whatever saying
the elderly are holding this country back
from reopening, and maybe it’s their
patriotic duty to be sacrificed for the sake
of the economy. “Sorry to be an
inconvenience to your financial portfolio.
Sorry I’m still breathing.”2
Christians need to be mindful of
everyone’s fears and trials. That will mean
patience and understanding for older
people; not trying to push them into
socialising before they feel safe. It means
finding ways to ease their loneliness,
especially if they live alone. The situation
may also provide older people with an
opportunity to lend a listening ear to
younger people facing job uncertainty or
financial worries. Many of us have suffered
similar hardship earlier in our lives. (Some
of us remember the upheaval of the late
1980s, when economic restructuring sent
interest rates soaring and banks foreclosed
on farmers.) Shared experience can be a
help.
I was particularly encouraged by what
seemed to me a mature and
understanding approach by the elders in
a church in Toronto as they plan for the
resumption of church services. It seemed
to me that they had the good of all their
members at heart – not just the young
or the old. (It was written by one of them,
Tim Challies, at the end of May.) Perhaps
you will find it helpful too:
“It has been a blessing to hear from friends
and family across America whose churches
are beginning to meet again after the
period of forced separation. It has been
fascinating (though a little strange) to see
photographs of the spaced-out seating,
the masks, the deliberate distancing, the
omnipresent bottles of hand sanitizer.
While I expect it will be some time before
we gain the privilege in Ontario, I look
forward to the day when we, too, can
once again worship together as a
congregation.
Confident that the day will eventually
come, the elders of Grace Fellowship
Church have begun to draw up plans.
Because we don’t know what the specific
criteria will be (e.g. no more than 50
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people, no more than one-third capacity,
etc) we have put together various
contingencies. We weren’t far into the
planning when we realized the temptation
to make plans that were premised upon
youth and health – plans that did not
account for those who are at the highest
risk for COVID-19. We could default to
messaging like, “If you are elderly or highrisk, please stay home for the time being.”
And while that might be the safe play,
isn’t church meant to be the place that
deliberately and specifically welcomes the
weak? Shouldn’t the most vulnerable
factor most prominently in our planning?
Doesn’t the Bible command such
deference? “You shall stand up before the
gray head and honor the face of an old
man, and you shall fear your God: I am
the LORD” (Leviticus 19:32).
A recent article by James Jeffrey
demonstrates how the messaging around
a return to normalcy tends to divide young
from old and healthy from infirm. “A
common theme among the various
proposed lockdown easing programs,
including the government’s Guidelines for
Opening Up America Again, is that
vulnerable people should remain socially
distanced while the young and healthy
resume their normal lives. ‘We already
place such a premium on youth and vigor
in society, and this forced artificial
distinction between the old and infirm
and the young and heathy probably will
hit some folks very hard,’ says Stuart Wolf
associate chair for Clinical Integration and
Operations at Dell Medical School in
Austin, Texas.” How much harder if they
must continue to remain apart from the
local church?

The situation may also
provide older people
with an opportunity to
lend a listening ear to
younger people facing
job uncertainty or
financial worries. Many
of us have suffered
similar hardship earlier
in our lives.

It has always been important to the elders
of Grace Fellowship Church that our
church represent the safest place for the
weakest people. Though we’ve most
commonly thought of safety and weakness
in spiritual categories, that has been a
privilege we’ve enjoyed by living in so safe
a setting. But now this pandemic has
provided us the opportunity to think of it
in the category of health. For that reason
we’ve begun to prioritize this
question: How can we welcome the
weak? Instead of assuming the weak
should not factor into our plans, we are
asking how they might factor first in our
plans.
Of course it is possible that having our
oldest and weakest members attend the
gatherings of the church will prove too
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risky for them. It may go against the advice
or even the mandates of local health
authorities. And it may be that the oldest
and weakest will want to continue to stay
home for at least a while – an
understandable decision that we will gladly
honor. Yet we are still committed to doing
all we can to draw up plans that will at
least give them every opportunity to be
part of our services should that be their
wish
What might this involve? Certainly it will
involve finding ways we can “stand up
before the gray head and honor the face
of an old man.” This may require prioritizing
their concerns ahead of the concerns of
those who are younger and healthier. It
may require emphasizing the measures
that make them feel most comfortable. It
may require asking and expecting the

strongest to willingly lay aside their
preferences out of love for the weakest. If
Paul expected the strong-conscienced
Roman Christians to set aside meat out of
love for their weak-conscienced brothers
and sisters, surely we can ask our
strong-bodied members to adopt a few
temporary habits out of love for their weakbodied brothers and sisters (Romans 14:115:7).
The fact of the matter is, Grace Fellowship
Church won’t truly be Grace Fellowship
Church if none of our older and more
vulnerable members are able to attend.
We would feel their absence and lament
their loss. For this reason we will do
whatever we can for their sake. Welcoming
the weak will certainly require “in humility
counting others more significant than
ourselves” and “looking out not for our

own interests but the interests of others”
(Philippians 2:3). But we are convinced
the gospel gives every Christian the
categories needed to think about this well
and the renewed heart to do it willingly.
We often remind ourselves that “the parts
of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable” (1 Corinthians 12:22). We
long to prove this and hope we are able
to demonstrate this in the days to come.”3
May all of us have like measures of
patience and forbearance in the months
to come.
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/
2020/05/21/early-boomers-are-connoisseursdread-covid-19-is-new-invisible-enemy/
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/
2020/05/02/elderly-woman-coronaviruslonely-expendable/?arc404=true.
3 Tim Challies blog post, Thursday 28 May.

Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL
June 1985
One recent Sunday afternoon, we saw
the youth of the Hamilton church hit the
road, armed with a petition. The petition
asked the public to protest. One million
signatures were required from a
nation-wide campaign to oppose the
Homosexual Law Reform Bill. Not only
the young people, but also older
members in the church did their fair
share of door knocking and even
stationed themselves at shopping centres
to collect as many signatures as possible.
More than a third of the membership
was galvanised into action to stop this
bill from becoming law. What are the
implications if it would become law? For
one thing, it would remove the criminality
of this type of conduct, even if the people
involved are under 16 and both consent.
This bill will also amend the Human
Rights Act by rendering it unlawful to
discriminate against a person on the
grounds of that person’s sexual
orientation. One church leader had been
quoted in the newspaper as saying, “I
couldn’t care what ‘they’ do elsewhere
as long as they don’t come near my flock
and church school.” Under pressure from
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his parishioners he had to retract that
statement in the next edition of the paper
as a “misquote.” Another implication of
this bill, if passed, is that it will elevate
homosexuality to the same level as
heterosexuality, and that society ought
to regard it as such. A very striking
observation was that those who refused
to sign the petition were mainly young
women and to a lesser degree young
men. The older generation showed a
strong emotion “against it.” The first
meeting in the country to oppose this
terrible change in the law got the
full blast of fury from a large
contingent of the “gay party.”
They had managed to fill most
of the hall well before the
others had arrived and
caused so much disruption
that they forced the closure
of the meeting. This meeting
had been organised by our
North Shore congregation, speakers were
some parliamentarians and Rev. Richard
Flinn. The end of this battle is not yet
in sight, but apart from being vilified as
bigots, our churches have received a
well-deserved place in the combat against
this evil practice.

Our Minister for Internal
Affairs, a Maori, did a
round-the-world jaunt, which
took in America, Europe and
Asia. He came back and declared
us all “a dull and uninteresting lot.”
Thank you, dear Minister. Did he look
around externally to find ways to improve
the internal affairs of the land of his
fathers? He is of the opinion that the only
way to improve us here is to “import
more immigrants.” He thinks we have
too many Anglo-Saxons and Dutchmen.
We need others from different cultures,
from Spain, Germany, France, Italy and
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Greece. His advice is to do what the
Aussies did in the ’fifties and ’sixties: they
had a deliberate policy aimed at bringing
people in from a range of countries.
Wandering through Paris, Singapore and
the likes of Melbourne, he was sure that
a million imported Chinese would all be
gainfully employed within a few weeks.
As a result of their efforts, our economy
would be much healthier. One thing we
can agree on and that is that China
wouldn’t notice the loss of a million
people.

July
Recently there was a conference of social
scientists to solve problems. One of the
items on the agenda was: “The Family
File.” The “ordinary family” consists of
the wage-earner dad, the child-minder
mum and 2.4 kids. Another family
sociologist described the family as a “joint
commercial enterprise” composed of a
boss worker group, with the “unpaid work
of women and children getting in behind
the divinely appointed male head of the
household.” These scientists complained
bitterly about the difficulty of persuading
policymakers to take any serious notice
of them. I hope that the ears of our
policymakers remain deaf to these secular
sociologists for a very long time; it is high
time that we, as Christians, again start to
make an impact in our communities.
A survey had been held concerning
television violence, 9.5 episodes of
violence were recorded for every hour
of drama programs. This survey had been
held last year and it established that there
was a substantial increase on previous
surveys (5.7 episodes of violence per hour
in 1982 and 6.7 in 1983). These surveys
did not even include the news,
documentaries, sports programs and
variety shows. It was also noted that this
violence was more violent than before.
Although we can’t make television the
scapegoat for the rising levels of violence
and crime, there must be a definite link
between televised violence and
subsequent real-life violence and crime.
The Hastings congregation was confronted
with the question: “Are YOU a missionary
or a spectator?” That question could well
be put to all of us. The writer in the
Hastings bulletin wanted to remind us
that there could be no growth in the
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church unless the ordinary member is
prepared to work hard towards that end.
On the overseas mission front, there is a
great need for intercessory prayer besides
showing a personal interest in the work
of a particular mission and their
missionaries, writing letters to them is
much appreciated by each one of them.
On the home front, which begins
right at our very own doorstep, there
are no excuses. Daily Bible reading and
study, a concern for our neighbour’s
welfare and a desire to see him or her
won for the Lord, are all the qualifications
needed. It might take some time before
we see results, but work undertaken in
this way, well seasoned with prayer, is
work which is honoured by God. What
is our resolve?

August
The Japanese are rather baffled by the
“intolerance” of Christianity. They see the
Christian God as a jealous God who hates,
condemns and destroys. They see monotheists as aggressive and assertive egotists,
always involved in war. Christians, they
read, profess a love for “thy neighbour”
and are supposed to turn the other cheek
when they are struck. But our Japanese
friends have yet to see it happen, after
all, it was the Christian nations, which
colonised and enslaved other peoples. It
is also absolutely incomprehensible to
them that the unconverted will suffer in
hell for eternity. Even the idea that only
a person “intimidated” by such a willful
being can become good and righteous is
totally baffling.
In their country there are over 8,000
Reformed brothers and sisters, spread
over more than 110 congregations who
have not been intimidated or coerced to
become justified by faith in the only
Saviour of the world, Jesus Christ. Only
1% of Japan's population is Christian; it
is generally acknowledged that their
influence in various aspects of society is
far grater than their number would
indicate. Those Japanese Christians are
surely quite a virile branch of the family
of God.
At the same time, performed abortions
in Japan are estimated at 2.5 million a
year. Buddhist temples have row upon
row of miniature statues commemorating
unborn children. Messages left behind
after rites for the unborn reveal that many
seek mercy and forgiveness, e.g. “My

baby, I am sorry. You came too early for
us. I came here to apologise ... I feel
guilty!”
I had to agree with the Pope in Rome
when he declared recently, “The sin of
this century is the loss of the sense of sin.
Why has this happened in our time?”
asks Pope John Paul II. A glance at certain
aspects of contemporary culture can help
us to understand this weakening of the
sense of sin. Secularism is by nature and
definition a movement of ideas and
behaviour which advocates humanism
totally without God. It completely centres
upon the cult of action and production
and is caught up in the heady enthusiasm
of consumerism and pleasure seeking. It
is also quite unconcerned with the danger
of losing one’s soul. “But,” he said, “there
is still hope for a healthy sense of sin to
flourish again. Attentive listening and
trustful openness to God’s Word,
accompanied by sound teaching, can
bring restoration again.”
The Dutch Reformed Church in Sri Lanka
decided at their Synod (they call it the
General Consistory), that the term of all
their ministers be extended by another
year in their respective churches. In future,
as from 1986, the duration of a minister’s
stay in a congregation will be six years,
unless circumstances warrant otherwise.
This is something some ministers among
us would also like, I think. So would some
pew-sitters.
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Focus on Christian character

The character of
the Christian:
Above Reproach
I told you last month about a new series
that looks at the character of the Christian.
What I mean to do is explore how the
character qualifications of elders are
actually God’s calling on all Christians.
While elders are meant to exemplify these
traits, all Christians are to display them.
I want us to consider whether we actually
do display these traits and to learn together
how we can pray to have them in greater
measure.
We begin today with the qualification
of “above reproach.” This is given in
1 Timothy 3:2 (“Therefore an overseer
must be above reproach”) and repeated
twice in Titus 1 (“If anyone is above
reproach … . For an overseer, as God’s
steward, must be above reproach” – verses
6 and 7). Whatever it means to be above
reproach, it is not only for elders or church
leaders. Colossians 3 teaches that the
great hope and comfort of every Christian
is that God himself will one day “present
you holy and blameless and above
reproach before him” (Colossians 1:22).
Every Christian is to be and to live above
reproach. As John MacArthur says, “The
reason [this qualification] is called for at
the pastoral level is because we are the
example which you are all to follow. And
if [being above reproach] is part of that
example, then guess what is required of
you? The same [trait].”
What does it mean to be above
reproach? What the ESV translates as
“above reproach” is first a legal word that
indicates a kind of innocence in the eyes
of the law. It means that no one can
legitimately rebuke you or make any
charges against you that will stick. They
may accuse, but your conduct will
eventually acquit you by proving you
blameless (“blameless” being a far more
common translation than “above
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reproach”). Your life is so consistent that
your reputation is credible, you are an
example worth following, and you do not
make the gospel look fake by teaching
one thing while doing another.
Naturally, we want to know the law
before which we must be found blameless
and the standard we must uphold. In his
book Biblical Eldership, Alexander Strauch
explains that, “What is meant by ‘above
reproach’ is defined by the character
qualities that follow the term.” Thus, being
“above reproach” is expressed through
those other qualities in 1 Timothy 3:2,
Titus 1, and, by extension, 1 Peter 5.
Being above reproach in your marriage
means you are “the husband of one wife.”
Being above reproach in your thought
life means you are “sober-minded.” Being
above reproach in your actions means
you are “self-controlled.” What we see
is that this is a kind of summary attribute
and that the blameless Christian is the
one who upholds all of God’s revealed
will. Of course, being above reproach
does not mean being perfect. But it does
mean that, when we sin, we confess it
and turn from it because our standard is
perfection (Matthew 5:48).
The primary means through which
you gain this characteristic is taking
advantage of God’s means of grace –
reading the Bible and deliberately
applying it, praying privately and with
your family, faithfully attending your
church’s worship services, participating in
the sacraments, and so on. These are the
very means through which God extends
his sanctifying grace and you cannot
expect to be or remain above reproach
if you neglect them.
Self-evaluation
The most thorough evaluation of your life
will come in the months that follow as
we examine the more precise character
qualifications that are summarized by this
one. But in the meantime, these questions
may be worth thinking through as you
consider whether or not you are above
reproach.
Are there any ongoing sins in your life
that would bring shame to you, your
family, and your local church if they were
made public? Are there any parts of your

life you deliberately hide from others?
Do you know what sins you are
particularly prone to and do you have
measures in your life to guard against the
temptation to these sins?
Are you taking advantage of God’s
means of grace? Are you regularly
attending church and participating in the
life of the church? Do you have times of
private and family worship?
Do you think your life right now is
pleasing to God? When it is not, are you
quick to seek the forgiveness of both man
and God and to display repentance by
making significant changes?
If your close friends or people in your
church heard charges against you, would
their reaction be, “That’s not possible!”
or “I knew it!”? What does this response
say about you?
Prayer Points
As we begin to consider character
qualifications, we need to acknowledge
that they are gifts of God’s grace that we
receive and display in obedience to him.
As God’s children, he works in us what
is pleasing in his sight (Hebrews 13:20-21).
So as we aim to be above reproach, we
acknowledge that we can be this and
have this only through the power and
presence of the Holy Spirit who works
in us to do and even to have the will to
do (Philippians 2:12-13). And this is why
we must pray to gain these qualities, to
maintain them, and to increase in them.
To that end, here are some ways you
may wish to pray:
I pray that I would joyfully and obediently
“do all things without grumbling or
disputing, that I may be blameless and
innocent, a child of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom I
shine as a light in the world”
(Philippians 2:14-15).
I pray that your Holy Spirit would help
me identify sin in my life wherever it
exists and to quickly put that sin to
death.
I pray that I would diligently pursue
personal holiness by and through the
gospel.
I pray that I would be and remain
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blameless in your eyes and in the
eyes of man. Make my conduct
match my profession so my life does
not display even a trace of hypocrisy.
I pray that when I sin I would be quick
to seek the forgiveness of both man
and God.
I pray that if I am ever accused of sin
or evil, I would be able to be found

innocent, blameless in your eyes.
Next month we will look at the
qualification of “the husband of one
wife,” and see it as a call upon all
Christians to pursue a life of sexual
purity and integrity.
Challies.com

Focus on faith
J C RYLE

Do you believe?
Believing on Christ is no mere
intellectual assent – or belief of the
mind. This is no more than the faith of
devils! We may believe that there was
a divine Person called Jesus Christ, who
lived and died and rose again, eighteen
hundred years ago – and yet never
believe so as to be saved. Doubtless
there must be some knowledge of the
gospel, before we can believe. There is
no true religion in ignorance. But
knowledge alone is not saving faith.
Believing on Christ again is not mere
feeling something about Christ. This is
often no more than temporary
excitement, which, like the early dew,
soon passes away. We may be pricked
in conscience, and feel drawings toward
the Gospel like Herod and Felix. We
may even tremble and weep, and show
much affection for the truth and those
that profess it. And yet all this time our
hearts and wills may remain utterly
unchanged and secretly chained down
to the world. Doubtless there is no
saving faith where there is no feeling.
But feeling alone – is not true faith.
True belief in Christ is the unreserved
trust of a heart convinced of sin – in
Christ, as an all-sufficient Saviour. It is
the combined act of the whole man's
mind, conscience, heart, and will. It is
often so weak and feeble at first, that
he who has it, cannot be persuaded
that he has it. And yet, like life in the
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newborn infant, his belief may be real,
genuine, saving, and true. The moment
that the conscience is convinced of sin,
and the head sees Christ to be the only
One who can save, and the heart and
will lay hold on the hand that Christ
holds out – that moment there is saving
faith. In that moment a man truly
believes.
And now, reader, if you love peace
of conscience in your religion, I entreat
you to grasp firmly the great doctrine
which I have tried to set before you –
and never let it go. Hold fast the grand
truth, that saving faith is nothing but
simple trust in Christ, that faith alone
justifies, and that the one thing needful
in order to obtain an interest in Christ
– is to believe. No doubt repentance,
holiness, and love are excellent things.
They will always accompany true faith.
But in the matter of justification, they
have nothing to do. In that matter, the
one thing needful is to believe. No
doubt, belief is not the only grace to
be found in the heart of a true Christian.
But only belief gives him a saving interest
in Christ. Prize that doctrine as the
peculiar treasure of Christianity. Once
let it go, or add anything to it, and there
is an end of inward peace.
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CROSSROADS PRISON
MINISTRIES NZ
NEWSLETTER MARCH 2020

The new Crossroads office
in progress.

In 2018 a student aged then 23 enrolled
in Great Truths and completed Lesson 1.
A year later we received his completed
Lesson 2 but he was struggling with the
material. In September 2019 he enrolled
in Manga Messiah. We received his lesson
5 a few weeks ago where he wrote “I
murdered my victim who I had no right
to despite what he done. He was a child
molester. What makes me better? I pray
he is with our Lord and Saviour. I pray
his family are OK and I’m sorry for taking
his life.” This student has continued on
with the studies.
Many of our students ‘own’ what they
have done and are ashamed. They accept
the consequences of prison – outcast
from society and separated from their
families. It is a privilege and humbling
experience to have the opportunity to
walk beside these men and women on
their journey with our Lord bringing them
the Word of God – “proclaiming freedom
for the captives and release from darkness
for the prisoners...” (Isaiah 61:1b)
A Chaplain shares: “Thank you very
much for sending the enrolment forms.
Crossroads continues to offer our men a
wonderful opportunity to engage with the
Living Word of God and to have their
faith nourished.”
As at December 2019 the prison
population in NZ was 9857. We had 737
students at that time which was
approximately 7.5% of the prison
population. During the period from
January 2019 to December 2019 we had

100 graduates: – 48 Manga Messiah, 32
Great Truths, 4 Survey of the Bible and
16 from the various Tier 2 Courses. At
the end of 2019 there were more than
40 different churches in NZ supporting
Crossroads either by having volunteers
reviewing the lessons or supporting us
financially or both. I am very grateful to
the many people who faithfully support
this ministry through their prayers, while
others freely give of their time to review
lessons or donate financially. Many people
doing all of these things enables us to
reach out to people in prison, giving them
hope through God’s Word.
Renovations continue on the garage
which will house the ‘new’ Crossroads
office. We are now looking at putting in
the workbenches/shelving followed by
painting and the final electrical work to
be completed. In all things the Lords’
timing is perfect.
May you all be encouraged as you
read the following responses we received
from students.
“After coming to prison and taking a
long look in the mirror I realised I needed
to change and I needed help doing it. It
wasn’t immediate. First I watched the
prison Church group from a distance. I
met with the Chaplain and got a copy
of the Bible which I began to read. The
words of the Bible really spoke to me.
But it was still about a month or so before
I started going to church and doing
programs like Crossroads. I was desperate
for personal salvation from my past and
the Lord provided me a way out.”
“Thanks for allowing me to learn more
about God.
At first I just wanted a certificate to
show the Judge at court but as I got
deeper into the Course (GTB) that has
changed. I feel closer to God and enjoy
learning about Jesus. Thanks”
“When I had come back to jail
regrettably for the second time, no one
knew where I was and those I thought I
could trust abandoned me. My wife and
kids were gone. I didn’t know where they
were. I attended prayer groups and asked
the Lord to help me. I was struggling and
needed help. The first time I had admitted
this in my life. Not long after that my
youngest daughter died while I was in
jail. I was told by mail and at that point
I broke down and wept. I couldn’t cope.
The enemy was at me in every direction.
I turned to the Lord and put my trust in
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Him and have Him in my life. I asked
for forgiveness for all my sins and once
I did that all things changed.”
“I was homeless. My partner had left
me and wouldn’t let me see my kids. I
was alone. I made the fatal decision to
turn my back on God and rely on myself
and started dealing drugs. As it turns out
I made loads of cash, all my ‘friends’
came back. I had a nice house. But I
was so miserable I suffered a deep
depression. Without Jesus, success only
highlights the shallowness of sin.”
“Dear Crossroads I’m here with a big
sorry to you all for losing touch over the
past 5 – 6 months. I’m now at another
prison. I have been diagnosed with stage
4 lung cancer and it is incurable. I’m
receiving the best of medical treatment
and the results are promising. I want you
to know that I am facing this with the
very highest of faith from our Father above
and will always be strong in my faith and
love for God and Jesus. I would like to
continue with my Bible studies but have
lost my last lessons so can you please
send another copy. Thank you and can’t
wait to hear back from you all. Great
love to all at Crossroads.” This student
was a Tier 2 student so we had walked
with him for a few years. He has passed
away and is now with our Lord.
“Thank you for helping me to grow
spiritually. Your letters always pick me
up. I want to fully surrender myself to
God and for Him to help me leave my
violent past behind.”
“Dear Crossroads I cannot thank you
enough for all of your wonderful amazing
letters and help you have given me. I do
hope one day soon that I will be able to
help others on the walk of faith. You
have helped me in many ways by inspiring
me and coaching me. Thank you for
helping me to open my heart to true love
and faith in Jesus.”
“I’d like to thank the Crossroads team
and our Lord for this Course (GTB) without
it I wouldn’t be moving forward with my
life. These lessons have been so helpful.
Thank you so much.”
“Please pray for me as I move from
prison life back to the outside world. I’ve
been released from prison and can see
that so much of what I have learned from
these Courses (Tier 2) have helped me
and I’m trying to draw on them now
moving forward.”
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“Thank you so much for these lessons
(MM). They are really helping me. I look
forward to them arriving. They make my
day and give me something to look
forward to. I love the hand written letters
I get. I treasure them very much. It makes
it feel really personal that someone I don’t
even know cares enough about me to
take the time to write to me personally.
God bless you”

“I’m thankful that I have life. I’m
thankful for this Course (SB). I’m thankful
for all the help I get. I’m thankful we
have a loving God.”
If you would like further information you
can contact us at cbi.nz@xtra.co.nz or
write to Crossroads Prison Ministries, PO
Box 11005, HASTINGS 4156.

World in focus

UN Expert: world religions
should defer to the authority
of UN experts
WASHINGTON, D.C. March 6
(C-Fam) According to the UN’s special
expert on freedom of religion, the
fringe views of UN human rights bodies
must take precedence over the
mainstream beliefs of many leading
world religions, when it comes to law
and policy.
In his newly-launched annual
report, Ahmad Shaheed, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Religion or Belief, wrote about the
intersection of religion and gender
equality. He concluded that laws based
in traditional morality, often religious
in nature, should be repealed if they
conflict with the opinions of human
rights scholars and UN experts.
“States have an obligation to
guarantee to everyone, including
women, girls and LGBT+ people, an
equal right to freedom of religion or
belief,” he said, “including by creating
an enabling environment where
pluralist
and
progressive
self-understandings can manifest.”
In order to enable these
“self-understandings,”
laws
criminalising abortion or various sexual
behaviours would need to be
overruled.
Shaheed noted that laws regarding
abortion and homosexual behaviour
often arise from the application of
religious teachings regarding the
sanctity of life, the family, and sexual
morality. While stopping short of

directly calling on major world religions,
such as Christianity or Islam, to change
their doctrines, he attempted to
differentiate between “patriarchal” and
“gender equal” interpretations of
religious teachings. The report cites the
work of scholars who have worked to
promote “progressive” reinterpretations
of faith traditions, adding that the
source of gender-based violence or
discrimination is not necessarily
religions, but, rather, certain
interpretations of them, “which are not
protected per se.”
The notion of “LGBT+ rights,” a
concept that has only recently entered
the parlance of scholars, and which
has no international consensus, much
less a formally accepted definition, is
treated by the report as a given. In
contrast, religious traditions, some
dating back thousands of years, are
treated as subordinate. The special
rapporteur cites “many feminists and
human rights scholars” in arguing that
“rules regulating the status of men and
women, including in the appointment
of clergy,” are not only religious, but
political, and therefore “are a concern
for the State and international human
rights law.”
Last November, Shaheed Tweeted
a quote from a workshop focusing on
gender equality and freedom of
religion: “When access to safe abortion
is denied, the right to life, the right to
health, the right to equal human dignity
is denied.”
On Monday, the Human Rights
Council held an interactive dialogue
with the Special Rapporteur, where a
Continued on p24
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WHY DYSTOPIAN FICTION
IS WORTH READING
BY JON DYKSTRA

In dystopian fiction we get a glimpse at
some sort of looming, foreboding future:
maybe it’s humans devolving into separate
castes (H.G. Wells’ Time Machine), mass
infertility threatening the end of mankind
(P.D. James’s The Children of Men), a
domineering government repressing all
but the elite (Glenn Beck’s Agenda 21),
or maybe killer robots overrunning the
planet (Terminator).
The word dystopia is coined from
Ancient Greek and means simply “bad
place.” What makes this a genre worth
considering is because the best dystopian
fiction is prophetic in nature, warning
us of the dangers of a particular ideology
(or practice) by showing us the “bad
place” we will end up at if we adopt
it. Thus there are as many sorts of
dystopian novels as there are ideologies.
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But not all of the warnings given are
… credible.
Far from prophetic
The Canadian “classic” novel and current
Netflix hit The Handmaids Tale warns of
a world in which the government uses
the trappings of the Christian religion to
sexually enslave women. That is so far
from where we are, or could conceivably
head, that the book isn’t useful – the
author is completely wrong and there are
no insights to gain from her. (That hasn’t
stopped the Left from embracing the
novel, pretending that Trump’s presidency
is its very fulfillment.)
That lack of credible threat is a
problem with many of the teen fiction
dystopian series (The Maze Runner,
Divergent, and The Hunger Games) that

have appeared over the last decade.
They might be entertaining, but they
aren’t prophetic. If we look hard enough
we might be able to find something,
like The Hunger Games and its warning
against folks killing and getting killed for
the entertainment of the masses. That
has relevance in a world in which brutal
MMA fights are now watched by millions
(including ones in which women
pummel women) and the NFL remains
must-see TV even though it leaves most
participants crippled in one way or
another. But does that make The Hunger
Games worth reading? No. Most teens
aren’t likely to make that connection.
More importantly, the books present a
dilemma that’s likely to confuse its teen
audience – the “hero” seems like she
will have to either murder others or be
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murdered herself. Mature Christians will
understand that it is better to suffer evil
than to commit it, but will younger
readers?
Two that are each half right
So what books do warn of credible
threats? The top two would have to be:
• 1984 – Author George Orwell warns
of the State using authoritarian power
to so totally subjugate us that, if they
insist, we’ll say that 2+2 is 5. If the
idea of the State reconditioning
people to spout obvious lies sounds
too extreme to be believable, just
consider what’s happening to people
today who say there are only two
genders, and there’s no switching from
one to the other, and you need one
of each for marriage. Obvious truths,
one and all, but if you say them –
and we must – Big Brother will want
to have words! And if it’s like that
now, how might things look in ten
years time?
• Brave New World – Aldous Huxley
warns of the State enslaving us not
by force but by pleasure. Pain is taken
away via the drug soma leaving the
population in a generally happy
stupor. Some clear parallels can be
made to our meek, sheep-like society.
Our cradle-to-grave State care leaves
us dependent on the government to
run more and more of our lives and
that’s how we like it. And our
smartphones, Netflix accounts,
opioids, and Twitter feeds leave many
citizens in a soma-like stupor –
celebrity-aware but politicallyilliterate.
These two books cover both sides
of how we’re being hit today – the
carrot and the stick. As Neil Postman
put it:
What Orwell feared were those
who would ban books. What Huxley
feared was that there would be no
reason to ban a book, for there would
be no one who wanted to read one.
Orwell feared those who would
deprive us of information. Huxley
feared those who would give us so
much that we would be reduced to
passivity and egotism. Orwell feared
that the truth would be concealed
from us. Huxley feared the truth would
be drowned in a sea of irrelevance.
Orwell feared we would become a
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captive culture. Huxley feared we
would become a trivial culture,
preoccupied with some equivalent of
the feelies, the orgy porgy, and the
centrifugal bumblepuppy.
As Huxley remarked in Brave New
World Revisited, the civil libertarians
and rationalists who are ever on the
alert to oppose tyranny “failed to
take into account man’s almost
infinite appetite for distractions.” In
1984, Orwell added, people are
controlled by inflicting pain. In Brave
New World, they are controlled by
inflicting pleasure. In short, Orwell
feared that our fear will ruin us.
Huxley feared that our desire will
ruin us.
The credible threat here isn’t from
one approach or the other, but from
both together.
While both books have sexual
content, in 1984 it is shorter and boring
– there isn’t much pleasure taken in it.
(And that’s the point; the government
doesn’t want sexual ties creating divided
loyalties, so they’ve done what they can
to make it boring). A great G-rated 1954
film-version does away with the sexual
content, so it could be shared with older
teens with little worry, while the book
might require more maturity.
Brave New World, with its focus on
the enticements of pleasure, has more
sexual content, and while it’s still not
explicit, it might be something that a
hormone-riddled teen boy could struggle

en.wikipedia.org

Kobo.com
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with. The rating site Common Sense
Media (family-friendly, but not
specifically Christian) suggests that 1984
is for 16 and up, and Brave New World
would be for 14 and up, but I would
reverse those and maybe even hold off
Brave New World for college-age and
up. (Interestingly, the kid’s reviews on
Common Sense Media also rates Brave
New World as more problematic than
1984).
WARNINGS WORTH HEARING
In the other books, and films, that fill
out this genre, the most common threat
is probably killer robots (2001: A Space
Odyssey; Prey; Terminator; The Matrix;
etc.). Technological advances mean
there’s a legitimate reason for concern
here, but it still shouldn’t be our principal
concern. We differ from the world in
that we understand that we should not
fear “them that kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul” (Matt. 10:28).
Our true battle is:
not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12)
What Paul means here by “flesh and
blood” is Man and all his deadly
weapons, including killer robots. But if
that’s not where the real battle is at,
then where should we focus our
attention? Our concern is the Devil and
all the means he uses – including false
ideologies and philosophies – to confuse
our understanding of God, or pressure
us to reject Him, or try to keep us from
learning about Him.
With that in mind some credible
threats worth considering include:
• Lord of the Flies – William Golding
warns us not to be naive about our
sinful nature; Man, left to his own
devices is no angel.

is far “safer” than Brave New World
or 1984) but simply because of the
depth and breadth of the ideas
therein. This is my own favorite
dystopian novel because I found it
by far the most educational.
• Fahrenheit 451 – Ray Bradbury warns
of censorship, though I wonder if the
type of censorship he warns us about
is far less likely than the creeping
political correctness we actually face.
There is content here too problematic
for younger readers to handle.
• Winterflight – Joseph Bayly takes us
to a not-so-distant future in which
abortion for disabled children is
mandatory, euthanasia is compulsory
soon after 75, and Christians are so
confused about Romans 13 they think
God wants them to submit to even
these demands (the Christian
confusion in this book is almost too
spot on to take).
• Fatherless, Childless, Godless –
James Dobson’s 3-book series warns
against abortion’s results – a shrinking
population. (One thing that bothers
me about this series is how it
occasionally takes God’s name in vain.
That happens in other books listed
here too, but they aren’t by Christian
authors, and I expect more from Dr.
Dobson.)
This is a genre well worth exploring ...
with care and caution. It’s like a big
blank canvas that insightful writers can
use to paint pictures of futures that they
hope – by giving their early warning –
may never come to be.
Mr Jon Dykstra is the editor of
Reformed Perspective.
https://reformedperspective.ca/
First appeared in Reformed Perspective
Nov/Dec 2019. Used with permission.

• The Giver – Lois Lowry warns against
enforcing sameness in the name of
equality (it is aimed at young readers,
but adults can enjoy and be
challenged by it too)
• Time Will Run Back – Henry Hazlitt
warns against Communism
specifically, but socialism in general.
This would be for older teens, not
because of problematic content (this
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Books in focus

Nutonius of Acornshire,
by Bob McKelvey, illustrated by
Jason Licht. Theozoia, 2017. Paperback, 32 pages, $8.99 (Amazon)
Reviewed by OP member Cliff Leigh
“Just the facts, ma’am,” was Sgt. Joe
Friday’s refrain on TV’s Dragnet when
witnesses would stray from the bare bones
of their stories. This might be prudent in
criminal investigation, but, when dealing
with undoubtedly the greatest story ever
told, this will never do. Our Lord rarely
spoke without use of parable to give
visceral meat (as well as to conceal) the
truth he was conveying. Therefore, it is
always a joy to see Christians exercise
their sanctified creativity to bring forth
from their treasure “something new and
old” in the proclamation of the gospel.
Nutonius of Acornshire, by Bob McKelvey
with illustrations by Jason Licht, does just
this. Written for ages six to twelve, it is
a new allegorical telling of the old, old
story. McKelvey, an OPC pastor, first
prepared this tale for his young children
and now presents this fully fleshed out
version to us.
Loosely based on Bunyan’s The Holy
War, our main character, Nutonius, is
fallen like the town of Mansoul. Except,
in his case, being an acorn, he is literally
fallen from a mighty oak. He is doomed
to perish like all other acorns under the
clutches of a particularly nasty squirrel
named Scatterhoard, appropriately
illustrated with jagged menace by Licht.
Of course, as in all Christian allegory,
redemption must come in a personal
form, and in this forestry setting the wise
and powerful Snowy Owl swoops in to
save our despairing protagonist. The noble
owl, having once suffered death at the
squirrel’s hands yet rising to newness of
life, ultimately delivers the enemy a
gruesome and deadly wound. This
enables Snowy Owl to snatch at will our
powerless acorn from Scatterhoard’s
decaying dungeons.
Unlike The Holy War, Nutonius mainly
focuses on the basics of the redemption
story and does not go into depth on the
lifelong gauntlet of the world, the flesh,
and the devil, that the redeemed must
pass through. This aspect of the Christian
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life is often glossed over when relaying
the Good News, which may cause some
a rude awakening when confronted with
taking up one’s cross, mortifying the flesh,
and bearing this world’s tribulations and
the wiles of the evil one. Nutonius mildly
touches on this during his sometimes
harrowing ride in the Snowy Owl’s talons,
but perhaps Mr. McKelvey will use his
talent for allegory to delve deeper, a lá
Bunyan, into identifying the methods of
and means of confronting our adversaries
lest his young readers be ignorant of their
devices. One hopes he will.
New Horizons, August/September 2019

The Ten Commandments: What
They Mean, Why They Matter, and
Why We Should Obey Them
by Kevin DeYoung. Crossway, 2018.
Hardcover, 208 pages, $12.62
Reviewed by OP pastor Z. Bulut
Yasar
In one of the episodes of Family Feud,
contestants were asked to guess how
many of the Ten Commandments a
surveyed group said they had broken that
month. The most frequent response of
the group to this question was “one.”
That there is a gross misunderstanding of
the Ten Commandments in our society
would be an understatement. However,
the situation is not much better in the
church. As Kevin DeYoung so humorously
paints the picture, if we were to call on
children and adults on Sunday and ask
them to recite the Ten Commandments,
how many of them would be able to
remember all of them? In this context,
DeYoung’s The Ten Commandments is a
welcome aid and indeed a breath of fresh
air.
There is no doubt that the Ten
Commandments have always been
important for the church. In the New
Testament, the commandments were
repeatedly mentioned by Christ and the
apostles (Matt. 19:16–22; 1 Tim. 1:8–11).
The Westminster Larger and Shorter
Catechisms have large sections on the
Ten Commandments. There is a good
reason for this. As DeYoung put it, the
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Ten Commandments are closely related
to the nature and character of our God,
our Christian life now (sanctification) and
in the world to come (glorified life), and
ultimately what Christ has done for us.
That is why DeYoung takes his task very
seriously.
DeYoung sets the stage by telling us
why it matters to know and understand
the Ten Commandments. In doing so, he
engages with postmodern slogans of
morality. DeYoung writes this book in
almost catechetical form. He asks and
answers, anticipating the question of his
readers. Each chapter covers one of the

commandments, and in each chapter,
DeYoung explains what the
commandment is, why we should obey
it, and how we should obey it. He also
keeps the redemptive-historical context
in mind. He is aware that although the
coming of the Messiah did not abolish
the commandments, it “transposed
them.”
One of the greatest strengths of this
book is that DeYoung does not shy away
from hard questions. Whether it is the
prohibition of the use of images in the
Second Commandment or what living
long in the land means in the Fifth

Commandment, he is always ready to dig
deep into the Scriptures. Study questions
make this book a perfect tool for Sunday
school classes and small group studies,
but it really would be a great help for
anyone who wants to understand the Ten
Commandments better. As you read it,
you will see that the Ten Words
(Decalogue) are not only our duty but
our destiny. DeYoung masterfully and
with a great sense of humour shows that
the Ten Commandments are beautiful
and the best options for our lives.
New Horizons, July 2019

A Tender Lion: The Life, Ministry,
and Message of J. C. Ryle
by Bennett W. Rogers
Reformation Heritage, 2019.
Hardcover, 400 pages, $21.00
Reviewed by OP minister DeLacy A.
Andrews Jr

bankruptcy. The family was ruined
financially, and though Ryle was not
legally responsible for his father’s debts,
he felt morally obligated to repay them.
Unable to find any other way to support
himself and repay the debt, he became
a clergyman.
His career as a minister might have
been uneventful had he not made a
unique discovery. Initially, he found that
his sermons were over the heads of his
rural parishioners, and he developed
what he called “the crucified style.” He
began to preach more directly and
simply to the congregation.
Rogers provides a perceptive
comparison between Ryle’s preaching
and that of the ritualist John Henry
Newman and the dissenter Charles
Haddon Spurgeon. The sermons were
preached during the same time period
and on the same biblical text.
Contrasting Ryle with Spurgeon, Rogers
notes that Ryle used nearly three times
as many paragraphs and twice as many
sentences. In fact, Ryle’s sentences were
much shorter than either of the other
two ministers. This made Ryle’s
preaching more direct and clear for the
masses. This same style marked his
writings and made him very popular.
The chapter on Ryle as a
controversialist is especially intriguing.
Through his writing, Ryle addressed
practically every controversy in the
church. He wrote against higher criticism
with great fervor but saw the
encroachment of ritualism as the biggest
threat to the church. He was also a
vigorous advocate of establishment, even

In this insightful intellectual biography
of J. C. Ryle, Bennett W. Rogers takes
an unusual approach to his subject. The
chapters are not arranged as a
chronological narrative but topically. The
chapter headings are “Christian and
Clergyman,” “Preacher,” “Pastor,”
“Controversialist,” “A National Ministry,”
and “Bishop,” followed by “Who Was
J. C. Ryle?” as a concluding summary.
I found this arrangement helpful,
providing a comprehensive picture of
the man under each heading.
It was interesting to learn that though
Ryle’s paternal grandparents were
evangelical believers and intimate friends
with John Wesley, his own home was
destitute of any real spiritual religion.
His family was faithful in attendance at
Christ Church in Macclesfield, England
but little spiritual instruction was
provided in the home. Ryle grew up
not understanding the gospel. His
conversion came near the end of his
studies at Oxford, and thereafter he was
a thorough-going evangelical.
Ryle’s call to ministry was quite
remarkable. He had no intention of
entering the ministry and followed his
father in business as a banker. His father
lacked management skills, and in 1841
the bank failed, forcing his father into
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though his theology was in step with
the dissenters. When he became bishop,
this commitment created significant
issues for him. He was a leader of the
evangelical but in a church that was not
unified in doctrine. Ryle never let go
of his commitment to establishment. In
the end, much of what he defended
was lost in the Church of England.
Rogers has provided an excellent
biography for the church. I would highly
commend it for both ministers and
members.
New Horizons, October 2019

“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.”
Prov 1:7
We’re Looking for a …

Dying and Death: Getting Rightly
Prepared for the Inevitable
by Joel R. Beeke and Christopher W.
Bogosh
Reformation Heritage, 2018.
Paperback, 89 pages, $9.00
Reviewed by OP pastor William B.
Kessler
Death: an inevitable end in dust or a
door to eternal bliss? Joel Beeke and
Christopher Bogosh make a biblical case
for the latter in their short book, Dying
and Death: Getting Rightly Prepared for
the Inevitable. The authors are clear in
their purpose: “The point of this book
is that meditating on dying and death
is actually profitable, even necessary.”
Their goal in writing the book,
equally clear, includes three points:
“First, to consider the basic issues
concerning our dying and death.
Second, to consider Jesus’s dying and
death and the comfort that He can bring
to us. . . . Third, . . . to provide some
facts and ethical guidance” (x).
Part one, “The Basics,” includes
observations from the Old Testament
about death and resurrection,
observations from science, and then
concluding observations defining death
as the wages of sin and describing issues
with modern medicine. Part two is a
systematic biblical treatment of Jesus’s
dying and death. The authors focus on
Jesus’s kingly authority as well as his
willing submission in Gethsemane. Part
three, then, concludes the book by
dealing with contemporary issues and
preparing for death. It offers guidance
on preparing wills; prepayment for

Primary School
Teacher!
We’re looking for an enthusiastic,
committed teacher, who is going
to LOVE inspiring and motivating
young children to learn new skills,
new abilities, and expand their tiny
minds with all the greatness of God,
His creation, and His Word. We also
want this super enthusiastic teacher to
educate them, teach them to read and
write and do math, and generally be an
Educational Superhero.
Our ideal candidate is a Christian of
the Reformed persuasion, a committed
church goer, and has high personal and
professional standards.
Our school is a private, parentcontrolled independent school, in
Upper Hutt, New Zealand. We currently
have a roll of 24 students and offer
education to children from Christian
families from years 1-12. Due to our
fantastically low student to teacher
ratio (5-10 students per teacher), we
offer opportunity for quality one-onone instruction, and opportunities for
teachers to nurture Christian character
and build meaningful educational
relationships with students.
If you are interested in being part of
a thriving and vibrant educational
community, and would like more
information on this position, we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact the school board
chairman:

Geoff Doyle

board@silverstreamchristianschool.nz
Phone: 04 9707659
Address: 8 Blue Mountains Road,
Silverstream, Upper Hutt.
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embalming, coffins, vaults, and
cemetery lots; and speaking with the
pastor about the funeral service.
Dying and death is not an easy
subject to discuss. To be sure, the
authors are experienced pastors, and
Bogosh specializes in palliative care.
Both are faithful biblical writers. When
it comes to dying and death, however,
there is an existential component that
transcends a more systematic, rational
treatment. Death is often a messy,
painful, powerfully complex event. The
Scripture is essential for our
understanding. But the style of the
authors seems too studied. The title
and all twelve chapters of the book
are all alliterated, all beginning with
the letter “D”: Dying and Death (title);
“Dying DeDepicted” (chapter 1);
“Dying Demystified” (chapter 2);
“Dying Defined” (chapter 3); “Dying
Delayed” (chapter 4), etc. Is death
really that orderly? Could the authors
have reflected in the form of the book
the ugliness of death, as well as its
glory? Do any of us really know death?
The book has plenty of warnings:
unbelievers in danger of a Christ-less

eternity; believers becoming overly
dependent upon, desperately seeking,
and blindly idolizing the medical
community for the “hope for the cure.”
The assumption is that believers are
in control of their circumstances in
dying. They are warned to avoid dying
desperately and to prepare “to die
peacefully at home and in the context
of the church, surrounded by loving
family members and the communion
of the saints” (26).
To be fair, the authors advocate
palliative care and internally living in
Christ. And dying “peacefully at home”
among loved ones is truly a gift of
God.
However, what was not addressed
adequately is when death in all its
messiness, ugliness, painfulness, and
humanly uncontrolled complexity
knocks unannounced: death in war,
in unexpected fatalities, upon birth,
in infancy, in cancer of the pancreas
or the brain, after prolonged dementia,
etc. Sometimes death takes us by
surprise.
New Horizons, October 2019

Continued from p17
joint statement was presented on behalf
of several pro-life and pro-family
organisations, including C-Fam, raising
objections to the report’s disregard for
the rights of unborn children and calls
to restrict the rights of conscientious
objection to abortion by health care
professionals.
The position of the Special
Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or
Belief is part of the subset of the UN
Human Rights Council known as Special
Procedures. As such, he serves in an
individual, unpaid, capacity, and while
his reports are advisory and non-binding.
Nevertheless, they feed into the UN’s
library of human rights documents that
frequently cite each other in defending
interpretations of human rights that are
far from gaining widespread support
among UN Member States.
Previous special rapporteurs,
including those whose mandates include
torture, violence against women, and
the right to health, have used their posts
to advance pro-abortion positions.
By Rebecca Oas, Ph.D.

The Albany Free Reformed Church Education Association (Inc.) has a teaching vacancy:

Primary (Pre-Primary; 1.0FTE) –
Commencing 2021
Applicants will have appropriate academic and personal qualifications for teaching in the
primary school. They will be members of one of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia or
one of their sister churches and have a keen desire to serve the cause of Reformed
Education. Completion of Early Childhood qualifications and training will be considered
favourably. Membership of the Teacher Registration Board of Western Australia will be
required.
Information regarding this position and an application form can be obtained from the
Principal, Dr. P. Witten, via email: pwitten@jcsa.wa.edu.au
A complete application pack should include a completed application form, a resume, a
Working with Children Check, a police clearance and two references (one professional and
one from the present pastor or elder.)
Please address to:
Confidential
John Calvin School Albany
9 Beaufort Road
Albany WA 6330
Or email to pwitten@jcsa.wa.edu.au
School website: www.jcsa.wa.edu.au

Closing date for applications: 21 July, 2020
Albany is a regional town on the South Coast of Western Australia. It has a mild climate and
WONDERFUL scenery. See www.theamazingsouthcoast.com
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