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“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder” wrote Margaret Wolfe Hungerford
in her novel Molly Bawn (1878). It is a commonly used expression which
has been in use for some 150 years. I remember hearing it and even using
it in times past. It indicates that people have differing opinions on what is
beautiful – what is pleasing to one person may be ordinary or ugly to
another; it’s all quite subjective and seems to be the prevailing opinion in
our age.
The modern subjective view of beauty is flawed for the simple reason
that it seems to be based mainly on feelings. This may be the case when
it comes to members of the opposite sex, clothing, jewellery, art, music etc.
In fact when discussing such matters in the workplace, personal feelings
(preference) seem to be the way people evaluate what is beautiful, attractive,
or pleasing to the eye – objectivity and reason go out the window.
It seems to be the same with truth. Remember Pontius Pilot with his
cynical question “What is truth?” Truth has become relative and subjective.
What is beautiful or truthful for you, is not for me! That is how things go
in this relativistic, subjective age.
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy in its article on beauty, quotes
philosophers who present a variety of views on whether beauty is subjective
or objective. In some cases, it is stated as both. (https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/beauty)
Not to steal the thunder from our contributors, I would say that beauty
is primarily objective, because it originates with God our Creator, who is
beautiful in His being. God has revealed Himself in the pages of Scripture,
which sets forth objective truth. God is perfect beauty and His creation,
and all it contains, is a reflected beauty. The fallenness of man prevents
him from being objective and seeing true objective beauty until his heart is
attuned to God’s inspired word.
One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the Lord
And to meditate in His temple.
Psalm 27:4
Our contributors investigate God and beauty in ways that maybe we hadn’t
considered or heard before. I hope you enjoy this issue.
Mr David Stares investigates what the Bible has to say about beauty.
Mr James Hyslop writes on Jonathan Edwards and the beauty of God.
Miss Heather Harris provides tips on the beautiful home.
Mrs Sally Davey considers being a friend in need.
Focus on faith with Arthur W. Pink, Letters from New Zealand with the late
Dirk Vanderpyl, Gleanings from around the churches.
Mr Peter Kloosterman reports on the last years conference in PNG.
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The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
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God and beauty

Beauty and the Bible
I am blessed to live in the Wairarapa.
In our neck of the woods it is always
sunny and warm and the summer goes
on forever. What is especially distinctive
about our lives here is the hills. Not
only the view of the sunrise as it
illuminates the peaks, nor is it just the
sunset as the reddish glow plays on the
various slopes and valleys. It is also the
view from the tops. Looking down from
those peaks is something I can’t help
but say is beautiful. With views like that
it’s always nice to have a psalm handy
to whisper in praise of the creator.
While the Bible does give us words
to speak in the face of immense beauty,
does it speak about beauty itself? Is
beauty something that God cares about,
and is it something that we should look
for in our Christian lives? That’s what
we are going to explore.
Beautiful people
When we think of the way the Bible
thinks about beauty, most of us probably
will naturally gravitate to the ways that
God speaks of external human beauty
in a negative way. Perhaps we thought
of Proverbs 31:30 which says “Charm
is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a
woman who fears the LORD, she shall
be praised.” In this passage we have
come to the end of the words of
Lemuel’s mother to him about a woman
who is to be sought. She gives a lengthy
description of the woman of excellence
(eg Ruth 3:11) and all the characteristics
that will be found in such a woman.
What is notable in this passage,
however, is that it is not a diatribe
against beauty itself, as if the godly
woman can’t be beautiful! Beauty here
is described as something which can
lead someone (Lemuel in this case) to
choose a woman who is not godly, if
beauty is the main or sole factor he
looks for in a wife.
Paul speaks in a similar way in 1
Timothy 2:9-10, “Likewise, I want

women to adorn themselves with proper
clothing, modestly and discreetly, not
with braided hair and gold or pearls or
costly garments, but rather by means of
good works, as is proper for women
making a claim to godliness.” Once
again, external beauty shouldn’t be the
focus of the godly woman, but her
character is what demonstrates her
beauty. These works adorn her and
indeed make her beautiful.
Of course, it isn’t only women whose
looks can be deceiving. In 1 Samuel 9
we read of, “Saul, a choice and
handsome man, and there was not a
more handsome person than he among
the sons of Israel.” Despite his
appearance, Saul proved to be a king
who failed miserably to obey his God,
and was a terrible king.
Likewise, when Jesus speaks in
Matthew 23:27 to the Scribes and
Pharisees he says, “Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are
like whitewashed tombs which on the
outside appear beautiful, but inside they
are full of dead men’s bones and all

So, what does the Bible
say about beauty? Well,
first of all, when it
comes to people,
external beauty and
adornment can be a
distraction or a
deception, which might
cause us to ignore an
ungodly character.
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As we look at the beauty
of our world we get a
glimpse of the beauty of
our God. A beauty Jesus
says extends even to the
smallest lily that he
formed with his hand
(Matt 6:29).

A view of the Wairarapa from the
Remutaka Trig.
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uncleanness.” In one sense, the beauty
that Jesus is describing is metaphorical.
Yet, the leaders in Israel were concerned
with their outward appearance in the
sense that they wanted to be perceived
as righteous and respectable. However,
as with Saul, the external didn’t match
the internal.
So, what does the Bible say about
beauty? Well, first of all, when it comes
to people, external beauty and
adornment can be a distraction or a
deception, which might cause us to
ignore an ungodly character.
But, let it not be said that the Bible
only speaks negatively about beauty! In
fact, there are many in Scripture who
were both physically attractive and had
a godly character. David is described in
1 Samuel 16:12 as being “ruddy, with
beautiful eyes and a handsome
appearance.” We see Saul described in
a similar way. Both kings were attractive
men, but what was the distinguishing
factor? Their heart. Saul served himself,
and David served the Lord. He was the
man after God’s own heart, and this is
what God must point out to Samuel,
“God sees not as man sees, for man
looks at the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks at the heart.”
Likewise Scripture speaks of many
women who were both beautiful and
godly. In 1 Samuel 25:3 we read of
Abigail who is described as “intelligent
and beautiful in appearance,” and who
ultimately is thanked by David because
God used her to prevent him from
exacting vigilante justice on her worthless
husband Nabal.
Who could forget Esther? The Bible
describes her as “beautiful of form and
face.” She, too is used by God for the
salvation of his people when she
courageously risks her own life in faith.
To this list might be added the
‘Beloveds’ in Song of Songs who extol

the beauty of one another in form and
character in a God-inspired love-song!
Is it ungodly to be attractive?
Certainly not. There is even something
to be celebrated in the beauty of God’s
creation as shown in the human body.
However, that beauty is worthless if it
isn’t matched by a godly character.
Indeed, then it only serves as a deceptive
trap.
Beautiful places
And so, it seems that we might need
to be discerning when it comes to the
appearances of people. However, what
about places? Is there a place for beauty
in the lives of Christians?
Well, if we are to imitate our
Heavenly Father, it would seem that we
should cultivate an appreciation for
beauty. This is because we find that
wherever God makes his dwelling with
men, that place tends to be beautiful.
We see that right from the very beginning
when God placed man in a garden. A
garden where, in Genesis 2:9 we read,
“the LORD God caused to grow every
tree that is pleasing to the sight and
good for food.” In this place where God
and man would commune, he made a
place which wasn’t only functional, but
was also beautiful!
The same is true of the tabernacle.
If he so desired, the tabernacle could
have been a basic building with no
visual appeal. However, when God
describes the building in which he is to
meet with his people, it is not a building
purely made for function, but is meant
to be beautiful. This is so important that
in Exodus 31 God specially gifts men
so that they can undertake the artistic
metalwork and woodwork so that the
tabernacle would be adorned.
Certainly, in this vein, we cannot
forge the temple that Solomon built for
the Lord. You can read the description
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of this in 1 Kings 6. It was full of
decorative carved engravings and was
coated with gold. It would have been
an unbelievable structure! Once again,
not made purely for function (which
certainly was important), but also so that
the dwelling of the Lord would be
beautiful.
Now, you might wonder what
example we can point to today of God’s
beautiful dwelling. Paul tells us in 1
Corinthians 3:12-17 that we are the
temple of the Holy Spirit, and that when
this temple is built well it is built on
the foundation of Jesus and with gold,
silver and precious stones, just like the
Old Testament temple. His church has
now become his beautiful dwelling.
However, the church (just like the
Old Testament types) is simply a foretaste
of the beautiful dwelling to come. In
Revelation 21:19 we read about the
New Jerusalem that “The foundation
stones of the city wall were adorned

with every kind of precious stone.” Of
course, much about these descriptions
is figurative, but they are designed to
give us a sense of awe, of anticipation,
of a glory that no eye has yet seen!
And why is there all this beauty in
the dwelling of the Lord? Because the
Lord himself is beautiful! The reason
that the new Jerusalem is glorious is that
it has the glory of God! (21:11) As we
read in Psalm 27:4, “One thing I have
asked from the LORD, that I shall seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, To behold
the beauty of the LORD And to meditate
in His temple.” God himself is one who
when we see him face to face will be
the most glorious thing we have ever
seen, and so the place where he dwells
among men is designed to give a sense
of this glory.
Is it any surprise, then, that the God
who delights in beauty of form in his
presence created a world that is

beautiful? A world that shows his beauty
in everyday things? This is what the first
half of Psalm 19 describes, the glory of
God is painted even in the fallen
creation. As we look at the beauty of
our world we get a glimpse of the beauty
of our God. A beauty Jesus says extends
even to the smallest lily that he formed
with his hand (Matt 6:29).
So, what does the Bible say about
beauty? God is certainly not neutral on
the issue! Yes, it can hide a nefarious
purpose when it is found in man.
However, in general, our God uses
beauty for his purpose. It is one of his
attributes, and he uses it in his creation
for his glory. So, let’s not feel like we
need to be people of function instead
of form, let’s embrace beauty where we
find it as a gift from our Heavenly Father.
Mr David Stares is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Masterton.

God and beauty

Jonathan Edwards and
the ravishing beauty
of God
“God is God and distinguished from all
other beings, and exalted above them,
chiefly by his divine beauty, which is
infinitely diverse from all other beauty.”1
So why should you listen to what
an American pastor who has been dead
for over 250 years has to say on beauty?
Jonathan Edwards lived before the dawn
of the internet, before the age of
Hollywood actors and actresses, before
the boom of the beauty industry, before
the days of Instagram and Netflix. So
what could he possibly teach us about
what beauty is and how we ought to
respond to it?
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Well I am going to try my best to
convince you that he teaches us a lesson
we desperately need to learn; that all
beauty is mere shadows of the God of
beauty. Edwards’ vision of beauty is so
vast that it comprehends every other
beauty in it, so powerful that it transforms
lives, and so stunning that it can only
lead us to love and adoration. At the
heart of Edwards’ contribution is the
invitation to step into a radically
God-centred world which is brimming
with beauty to the glory of God.
It is also worth noting that while
Edwards has something incredibly

important to teach us, his writings and
ideas can be hard going. So even in this
article it may be helpful to reread some
of the quotes from Edwards to get his
meaning.
Edwards’ vision of beauty
So what is beauty according to Jonathan
Edwards? Well his answer might initially
surprise us. Beauty for Edwards is
primarily the idea of ‘consent.’ “This is
an universal definition of excellency:
The consent of being to being.”2 By
consent here he doesn’t mean
permission but instead two beings or
5

objects which are in a pleasing
relationship to each other. So, for
example, Edwards would say that a
symphony is beautiful because the
different notes consent to each other
and have a sense of proportion and
harmony which when considered
together is beautiful. Similarly a flower
might be beautiful because the different
parts have a harmony and symmetry
when considered as a whole. However,
while consent can describe physical
objects, its primary meaning for Edwards
is the harmonious relationship between
beings.
This leads to the very heartbeat of
Edwards’ vision of beauty. Beauty for
Edwards is a way of talking about the
eternal relationship of love and joy
between the Father and the Son in the

Jonathan Edwards
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Holy Spirit. Beauty is not an abstract
value but instead a description of the
loving relationship between the persons
of the Trinity. So in an early work
Edwards writes that “God’s infinite
beauty is his infinite mutual love of
Himself.”3 This mutual and eternal love
between the Father and the Son and
the Spirit is the pattern of what beauty
is. And so a stunning sunset or a wedding
are beautiful because they are faint
shadows of the harmony and love in
the Trinity.
Within this view of beauty creation
itself is then an overflow of God’s love
and delight in Himself. God didn’t need
to create but chose to so that others
might share in his delight in his beauty.
“How good is God, that he has created
man for this very end, to make him

happy in the enjoyment of himself, the
Almighty, who was happy from the days
of eternity in himself, in the beholding
of his own infinite beauty.”4
Consequently, the beauty of the physical
world, for Edwards, is an imitated
beauty. It is like the shimmering
reflection in a lake of a majestic
mountain which is beautiful because of
what it reflects. “All the beauty to be
found throughout the whole creation,
is but the reflection of the diffused
beams of that Being.”5
Further, and this is key, God makes
known his beauty not first through
creation but instead through his Son
“The gospel is the instrument which
God makes use of to reveal the beauty
of Christ unto the soul.”6 In the gospel
God reveals his infinite beauty in a
way that we can understand; through
the life of one who shared our humanity
and died for our sin. “The glory and
beauty of the blessed Jehovah is
exhibited in the most affecting manner
that can be conceived of; as it appears
shining in all its lustre, in the face of
an incarnate, infinitely loving, meek,
compassionate, dying redeemer.” 7
Edwards would tell us that if we wish
to know beauty we need to look to
Jesus; look at the beauty of his
obedience to the Father, look at the
beauty of his care of the downcast,
look at the depth of his sacrifice for
us.
This was the vision that first captured
Edwards’ heart in his late teenage years;
that “There is in Christ every possible
thing that is estimable and desirable and
delightful and a fullness of it without
any limitation. There is a vast fullness
of light in the sun but yet there are
bounds to that light, there is a vast
fullness and plenty of water in the sea
yet the sea hath shores and bottom that
limit it. But there is a fullness of glory
and excellency in Christ without any
bounds, there is light and no darkness
at all, and there is an ocean of love
that has no shores or bottom.”
So, for Edwards, to become a
Christian is to become alive to the beauty
of God. Authentic faith is coming to see
God not only as plausible but as
desirable. “Thus, there is a difference
between having an opinion that God is
holy and gracious, and having a sense
of the loveliness and beauty of that
holiness and grace. There is a difference
between having a rational judgment that
Faith in Focus
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honey is sweet, and having a sense of
its sweetness.”8
And just as the Christian life begins
with a sight of beauty so it progresses
through beholding the beautiful God.
“The glory of Christ is of such a
transforming nature that it changes all
that behold it into the same image.”9
Christian maturity is coming to reflect
what we behold. The way to grow as
Christians is through knowing and
enjoying Christ.
The Christian, however, is not only
becoming beautiful but is amazingly
already beautiful in the sight of God.
“Indeed, the best saints in this world,
they have more deformity than they
have of this spiritual beauty, but all their
deformity is overlooked; it is put upon
Christ's account, so that although there
be so much filthiness and deformity in
the saints, yet God sees none, he sees
nothing but beauty in them.”10
Finally, this experience and
participation of beauty is not restricted
to this life but comes to its highest
expression in the life to come. Heaven,
for Edwards, is a physical place where
the saints will participate in the Father’s
delight in the Son through the Holy
Spirit to a degree we can hardly imagine.
It will be an eternal moment of beholding
and becoming. A place where “new
beauties are continually discovered, and
more and more loveliness, and in which
we shall forever increase in beauty
ourselves.”11 This is where beauty leads
for all who love Jesus; “they shall see
Christ face to face; shall see as much
of his glory and beauty as the eyes of
their souls are capable of beholding.
They shall not only see for a few minutes
or an hour, but they shall dwell in his
presence; they shall sit down forever to
drink in the rays of his glory.”12
Lessons we can learn today
So what can we learn? Well Jonathan
Edwards’ vision of beauty acts in many
ways as a corrective to the busyness
and superficiality that characterises so
many of our lives. In an age of distraction
and burnout Edwards points us back to
something bigger; something so vast that
it can bring almost unimaginable joy,
so comprehensive that it can speak into
every area of our experience, and so
satisfying that it will necessarily and
irrevocably change our lives. And that
something is the stunning beauty of God
which we experience in the gospel and
come to embody in our lives.
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And this plays into what healthy
Christian living looks like. For Edwards
the single most important question in
the Christian’s life is ‘what do we see?’
We grow as Christians through beholding
and experiencing the beauty of God in
the gospel. This is not to say that practical
actions of our lives don’t matter but that
the practical is always connected to a
prior vision of something; either of a
false beauty that will fail us or of a true
beauty that will uphold us. The Christian
life is not primarily about restrictions
but about an object of joy so vast that
it compels us to leave lesser and false
joys behind.
And so whether it is parenting,
personal devotions, commitment to
church, or stewarding money well, what
makes a difference is a growing love for
Jesus Christ. Edwards’ advice would be
that if you want to grow as a Christian
then pursue God, get to know him, seek
him in his Word until you find him,
and obedience will follow. Where the
heart goes the hands will follow. For
Edwards, the genuine experience of
beauty is somewhat like a rock being
dropped in a still pond that sends ripples
in every direction. So in our stress and
busyness Edwards invites us to
substantial happiness, to slow down and
learn to be alone with God. He teaches
us that without hearts that are attuned
to God’s beauty, all our ministry is just
activity.
This vision of beauty also plays into
how we do evangelism. Jonathan
Edwards wrote and lived with the
conviction that God will only be believed
to the extent that he is delighted in as
beautiful. The problem in evangelism is
not firstly lack of information, although
that is sometimes true, but a heart that
is addicted and ensnared to the false
beauty of sin and of this world. And
this addiction runs so deep that nothing
short of the blazing beauty of the gospel
can break it. And so while Edwards lived
in a very different era to our own, he
reminds us of something about humanity
that we can easily forget today; that
where the heart goes the mind will
follow.
Edwards teaches us that the primary
solution to unbelief and scepticism is
not convincing facts but a compelling
vision. And so whether it is while sharing
the gospel with a workmate, taking a
friend to a Christianity Explored course,
or preaching, the goal is to present Jesus
Christ not only as plausible but as

desirable. While Edwards would be
quick to say that there is an important
place for historical, philosophical, and
logical proofs for Christianity, yet the
greatest proof of Christianity is Jesus
Christ himself whose beauty acts like a
magnet to powerfully draw his people
to himself. “The gospel of the blessed
God does not go abroad a begging for
its evidence, so much as some think: it
has its highest and most proper evidence
in itself.”13
For Edwards, the heart is always the
target and the only way to the heart is
a sight of the beauty of God as displayed
in the gospel. “This sight only, will melt
and humble the hearts of men, wean
them from the world, draw them to
God, and effectually change them. A
sight of the awful greatness of God may
overpower men’s strength, and be more
than they can endure; but if the moral
beauty of God be hid, the enmity of
the heart will remain in its full
strength.”14
And so this old saint invites us to
open the wardrobe door and step into
a world overflowing with the
breath-taking beauty of Jesus Christ. A
world where by faith we not only behold
this beauty but are caught up in it to
all eternity to our joy and God’s glory.

Notes
1 Jonathan Edwards and the Ravishing Beauty of
God
2 Works of Jonathan Edwards (WJE), Yale Edition,
Vol. 6, 335.
3 WJE, Vol. 6, 364.
4 WJE, Vol. 14, 153.
5 WJE, Vol. 8, 550-551.
6 WJE, Vol. 43, L20r.
7 WJE, Banner or Truth, 244.
8 WJE, Vol. 17, 414.
9 WJE, Vol. 43, L21r.
10 WJE, Vol. 14, 339.
11 WJE, Vol. 13, 336-337.
12 WJE, Vol. 17, 83.
13 WJE, Banner or Truth, 293.
14 WJE, Banner or Truth, 281.

Mr James Hyslop has just recently finished his theological studies and begun
a vicariate in the Reformed Church of
Hukanui.
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God and beauty
HEATHER HARRIS

A Christian perspective
on beauty in the home

Every Christian house
should be a place of
peace, refuge and
hospitality not only to
fellow believers but
also to those that we
are trying to witness
to and those we have
been instructed to
look after; eg. the
sick, the widows …
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In this article I am very excited to bring
you something a little different for the
readers of Faith in Focus. I am going to
look at the topic of beauty in the home
and examine home decor from a
Christian perspective and then look at
a few practical tips and tricks from the
professionals on how to decorate your
home.
Lest the cautious reader think that
the study of interior design is a frivolous
or even secular approach to the topic
of beauty in the Bible, I would point
them to the many verses that talk about
homemaking and hospitality, such as
the oft quoted Proverbs 31:10-31
particularly verse 22: She makes
coverings for her bed; she is clothed in
fine linen and purple.
In the New Testament there are
numerous admonitions to be hospitable,
such as in John 3 1:5-8: Beloved, it is
a faithful thing you do in all your efforts
for these brothers, strangers as they are,
who testified to your love before the
church. You will do well to send them
on their journey in a manner worthy of
God. For they have gone out for the
sake of the name, accepting nothing
from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought
to support people like these, that we
may be fellow workers for the truth.
John Bunyan tied these ideas together
in his Pilgrim’s Progress under the
heading of Palace Beautiful, where
Christian finds rest and renewal in the
home of the three sisters Prudence,
Piety, and Charity. While some
commentators think that Bunyan was
referencing the Palace Beautiful as the
church as a whole, I think that the
lessons drawn from Bunyan’s allegory
also apply to each and every Christian
household. Every Christian house should

be a place of peace, refuge and
hospitality not only to fellow believers
but also to those that we are trying to
witness to and those we have been
instructed to look after; eg. the sick, the
widows … and so on and so forth.
So how do we achieve our very own
‘House Beautiful’? Paint Bible verse word
art on the walls? Lion sculptures along
the driveway? A collection of curios and
knick knacks referencing famous Bible
stories? Not necessarily. Although I have
seen some of these elements used
successfully in home decor, the ultimate
goal of a House Beautiful is not to be
an incarnation of the allegorical palace
but rather to create an atmosphere that
is welcoming and uplifting to the spirit.
To do this we need to employ some
basic design principles.
The first principle is clean everything.
I know, this seems like a basic element
of living, but it still needs to be said. If
you had seen some of the houses that
I have in the course of my work as a
design consultant, you would understand
why I needed to get that bit of advice
off my chest. Less obvious but in my
experience equally important is to clean
up the yard and tidy the garden! Mowing
the lawn and trimming back the
hedgerow can do wonders for morale
and actually brighten up the rooms that
look out over them. The reason for this
is that if you have a room that is tidy
but have a window that looks out over
a messy yard, the room will feel dingy
and untidy, too. To put it another way,
I like to think of each window view as
a piece of art. By tidying up that view
you are essentially upgrading the quality
of artwork in that room!
Secondly you will want to consider
the traffic flow in your room when
Faith in Focus
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arranging the furniture. Nothing,
nothing! makes a room feel smaller than
overcrowding or an awkward traffic flow.
Most designers do this step on paper
before they do anything else by drawing
a rough outline of the room and marking
off the doors, light switches, and other
immovable objects such as fireplaces
and then filling in the paths between
these items. By doing this, you will get
a sense of the zones in the room and
where the furniture should sit to make
way for the natural traffic flow. Below
is an example of a living room with a
fireplace with the traffic flow marked
out.
As you can see, despite the amount
of seating in the room, the room doesn’t
feel crowded or cluttered because there
is an open and welcoming path between
the room’s two doors. The seating is
also near enough to the fireplace to feel
cozy without posing a fire risk or limiting
access. The designer has also used the
L shaped couch to help delineate the
space between the seating/conversation
area and the desk/study area.
I will here take the opportunity to
say a few words about choosing
furniture. It doesn’t matter if you decide
to fill your house with genuine Victorian
antiques or the latest designs from Ikea,
the most important aspect to consider
when choosing furniture, aside from
comfort, is if the piece in question is
proportionate to the room it will occupy.
If you live in a tiny two bedroom town
house, chances are that the overstuffed
leather five seater couch will simply not
fit in your living room no matter how
clever your arrangement. On the other
hand, you don’t want furniture that is
too small for your room or it will get
lost in the space. If you live in a five
bedroom manor, a dining room table
built for two will probably look faintly
ridiculous in the dining room.
Thirdly, let’s look at colour. I will be
honest, it is slightly difficult to discuss
the topic of colour in a magazine that
is printed in black and white, so I will
only look at the most popular way to
incorporate colour into a room, feature
walls. Colour is one of the most
important design decisions you will
make when redoing a room. Colour
choices have the potential to be very
expensive mistakes if you make the
wrong choice. Painting a room, whether
you do it yourself or hire a professional
is a big job that requires a great deal
of time, money, and inconvenience.
Faith in Focus Volume 47/2 March 2020
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Drapes and blinds are just as expensive.
The same could be said for most
furniture. It is no wonder that when
choosing colours for the aforementioned
items, people tend to be cautious and
stick to using colour on feature walls.
But feature walls are about more than
throwing in a pop of colour. Accent
walls, also called feature walls, should
make an impact! This may seem like
restating the point, but I have seen too

many accent/ feature walls that looked
awkward because they were not bold,
were not well defined, and did not
coordinate well with the rest of the
room. As design statements, accent walls
should also possess texture, depth, and
confidence. Here are some of my
favourite examples because they
illustrate the point and are lessons in
how to do an accent wall well.

Our first example is a toilet.
But it is a toilet that makes a
statement! The matt black on the
feature wall is a bold choice of
colour for this small room, but
because the other walls are bright
white, it doesn’t make the room
feel smaller. The dark colour also
makes the toilet stand out which
gives the room a very playful 3D
effect. The gold lattice-work
stencil over the matt-black not
only adds texture but also ties
in with the gold plates on the
other wall, creating a sense of
continuity. Adding more texture
are the shelving units. This wall
is obviously intentional and
carefully thought out, not just a
random wall painted in a
different colour.
2
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Here is another example. This time a dining room
which has an accent wall painted a lovely dark teal
colour, though the reader will have to take my word for
this. This feature wall is more simple in execution than
the first, but again we see the three rules of accent wall
design come into play. The designer has opted to add
texture with the storage unit, possibly because she doesn’t
want to take too much attention away from the art
displayed on the other wall. My favourite part of this
design is how the designer has used the same accent
colour on the doors around the corner to tie in the
accent wall with the rest of the room, thereby sneaking
in a bit more colour and making the whole room that
much more impactful without taking away from the
feature wall itself. This also helps create a theme for the
colour and by extension a sense of definition for the
accent wall which keeps the design from straying into
‘random-coloured-wall’ territory. All in all a very clever
use of colour.

Now all of this is not to say that it
is a biblical requirement that each and
every homeowner turn their home into
a showpiece worthy of Vogue. There
is a balance in all things! Yes, God
does value homemaking, but God may
not want you to make that a priority
at the moment (see His conversation
with Martha in Luke 10). To focus
solely on creating a flash house would
also give too much credit to worldly
possessions and even in a way cancel
out what we set out to do at the
beginning of the article in making our
guests feel welcome; we want to make
them comfortable, not impress them
with gold embroidered shower
curtains.
What I hope this article has done
is to encourage the reader to more
confidently approach decorating their
home, armed with a few tips and tricks
to make the most of the blessings God
has given them at this point in time.
Perhaps, to splash out and choose that
textured wallpaper for the accent wall,
to stop and consider what furniture
will work best in the room’s proportions
and to make the most of the space
available. Even to go out and trim back
the hedgerow! These tasks can seem
frustrating or be condemned as
frivolous, but I believe that if we do
them with the right attitude we can
actually be a blessing to others by
creating a beautiful space.
Notes
1 https://www.pinterest.nz/pin/
750553094130353190/
2 https://www.pinterest.nz/pin/
660269995354944501/
?conversation_id=5072064868314564766&
message=5072610327588287991&sender
=761108543184238526
3 https://www.pinterest.nz/pin/
574771971183860994/
?conversation_id=5072064868314564766&
message=5072610859520404960&sender
=761108543184238526

Miss Heather Harris is a qualified
interior designer and a member of
the Reformed Church in Dovedale.
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Outward focus

Be a friend of those
in need
This life is full of challenges and trials.
But has it ever been different? The Fall
ensured that selfishness and strife would
be the normal lot of human relationships.
On a macro scale, wars, famine and
disease have traumatized the lives of
entire peoples. But we in the West often
seem shielded from the troubles
experienced by people in other parts
of the world. Have we escaped suffering?
Of course not. The battlefield that often
characterises home life is proof enough
that we don’t. How does everyone cope
with this?
Christians know they have the means
to deal with it all: the gospel includes
both the explanation for life’s troubles
and also the solution. Knowing why we
have these troubles, and knowing that
we can cope with them through the
teaching of God’s Word and the
presence of the Holy Spirit, we can be
sure to rise above our trials and even
to be made better through them.
Of course, not all of us have such
a faithful and God-honouring response
to trials all the time. We might respond
in self-pity; we might complain; we
might seek comfort or escape in the
wrong things; we might even become
embittered. But all such responses are
sin, and sooner or later, if we do truly
belong to Christ, we’ll come to our
senses and repent of our folly.
But what do people do when they
have no relationship with Christ? When
they do not believe that sin lies behind
all their troubles; when they don’t have
the resources of the Bible and the Holy
Spirit to guide them in their time of
need? I have often wondered this when
battling through my own trials, thinking
– how on earth would I cope without
these resources? It is worth asking this,
for a number of reasons.
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First, because we should be
concerned about the plight of our fellow
humans. Christ’s compassion motivates
us to empathise with people around us
who suffer, and to do what we can to
help them in their time of need.
Secondly, trials are often used by
God to draw men and women to himself.
It may be that our kindness is how God
begins to reveal himself to a needy soul.
There might be opportunity to explain
the gospel to that person; and in the
context of their trial, it may make real
sense to them.
But to be a help to someone who
doesn’t yet know Christ, it’s important
to understand how the world generally
thinks about troubles, and how people,
left to themselves, try to deal with them.
It’s valuable to have insight into the
ways people try to make sense of their
situations, so that we can step in, in an
appropriate way.
With that in mind, I recently read a
book written by Christina Patterson, a
journalist, a single woman in her 50s,
who has faced a number of big and
small crises over the years. Entitled The
Art of Not Falling Apart1, Christina’s book
recounts some major events – losing her
job at a major paper, two rounds of
breast cancer; as well as decades of
enduring failed relationships and
seemingly pointless sexual encounters
with unworthy men. Christina’s story,
in my experience, is not unusual for
many single women these days. The
major crises are things we might all have
to face – many of our trials are “common
to man”, so to speak. The failed
relationships and foolish sexual
encounters might be self-inflicted misery,
but who is to say we would behave any
differently if we were not sure of Christ’s
love to us? We too could be looking

This story underscores
that friends are vital to
our ability to cope with
trials. For Christians,
they are embodiments of
Christ – they are with
us in difficult times, they
lend a sympathetic ear,
and speak words of truth
to us.
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for security in the most stupid of places.
I know plenty of women who, like
Christina, are scarred by decades of
looking for love in the wrong places.
Not finding it, they have become cynical
about the possibility of happiness.
People like Christina may be outwardly
positive and seemingly successful; but
inwardly they are needy souls uncertain
of the future.
Christina’s book is a helpful – if often
sad – guide to how some people cope
with trials. There are several “coping
techniques” that stand out.
First, she seems to affirm the cathartic
role of anger in response to a crisis
inflicted by others. Her book begins
with an account of the way she was
fired from her job at a major newspaper.
She was told of her redundancy by a
letter which cited “synergies” that would
reduce costs to the newspaper, and the
need for “integration”. Palmed off by
one senior staff member after another,
she finally reached the editor, who
suggested her removal would “freshen
the pages up”. How, Christina
wondered, would the retention of her
older male colleagues ensure that
“freshening”? She felt badly treated –

and furious. She yelled at the editor
and stormed out of the building. Over
the next weeks she frequently felt like
plunging the paper’s management “in
boiling oil”.
She then sought out the company
of friends who were sympathetic, some
of whom shared similar experiences.
Over glasses of wine and lengthy
conversations she listened to their stories
and the various ways in which they had
a) coped and b) gone on to recover
their self-respect and restore their
finances by finding other work. They
offered her ideas, and assured her she
would bounce back. Their stories were
their way of offering her hope.
I noticed how important friends were
to her survival in this period. People
often comment that social isolation after
losing their job is one of the worst
aspects of it. Not only is work one of
the main places we interact with others
and in which we make new friends –
being out of work also means being
isolated at home. This is depressing, and
gives despairing thoughts a foothold in
our minds.
Friends were even more important
to Christina when she had breast cancer

Photo by Colin Michael on Unsplash
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on two separate occasions. Her
description of how two friends stood
by her, accompanying her on all doctor’s
visits, being with her through hospital
treatment, cooking her meals, proving
their love and faithfulness in a myriad
of ways, was inspiring. They were
outstanding.
This story underscores that friends
are vital to our ability to cope with trials.
For Christians, they are embodiments
of Christ – they are with us in difficult
times, they lend a sympathetic ear, and
speak words of truth to us. We may
know we could somehow cope even if
we were alone – Christ is with us in
our hearts and speaks to us in his Word.
But he almost always sends us friends
who are there, in touchable, human
form.
However, Christina, like countless
millions of others, is not yet a Christian.
Sadly, it could have been different.
During her teenage years she attended
a Baptist church, and claims she gave
her life to Jesus during that time. She
admits, however, that she was attracted
to the church by the boys in the youth
group, and fell away in her twenties
when she developed lupus. (Praying for
healing did not result in the miracles
she hoped for.) She became
disillusioned, probably because she did
not genuinely believe, but this story is
terribly sad. Did no one tell her what
following Christ was really about? It is
heartbreaking to read about people who
have had years of involvement with a
church only to drift away later. Yes, it
is true that saving faith is God’s gift;
and this is what we must pray for,
tirelessly. But sometimes we fail seeking
people. Perhaps we let them go on
thinking that association with the church
makes them a Christian? Christina
believes friends are really important in
coping with crises – but did her Christian
friends, at this time in her life, let her
down?
The second thing that occurred to
me is that Christina’s more recent friends
probably empathized with her a little
too much. They helped fuel her anger
by being angry with her. They probably
could have done more to set her thinking
straight at times when emotion was
dominating her actions. Not being
Christians, they didn’t have the moral
framework of God’s truth to guide their
thinking. It was perhaps inevitable that
they would sympathise and affirm out
of love for their friend. Nevertheless,
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they appeared to have said some quite
sensible things at times. On a practical
level, never let it be said that Christians
have a monopoly on common sense.
I’ve shared these glimpses of one
woman’s story with you in the hope
that it will inspire some of you to be
the kind of friend needed by so many
women in your workplace or your
neighbourhood. Christina’s story is a
fairly typical one; and if you can
empathise with her, you will go a long
way toward understanding many
unbelievers in her situation around you.
It is all too easy to look at lives like
hers and recoil from such habits of
immorality; from the decades of serial
relationships and think – no way would
I befriend someone like that. How
worldly! But I can’t help thinking about
Jesus’ compassionate interchange with
the woman of Samaria in John Chapter
4. Who can forget his challenge to the
Pharisees confronting the woman caught
in adultery: he who was without sin
should “cast the first stone” to condemn
her. He had compassion for those who
had committed even the most
scandalous of sins, and his focus was
on the need to repent of all sin.
How can we ignore the apostle Paul’s
words in 1 Corinthians 6? After
reminding the Corinthians that sexually
immoral people, adulterers, idolators,
homosexuals and other sinners (who
may sound more like us) will not inherit
the kingdom of God, he adds that “such
were some of you” (1 Corinthians 6:11)
The thing is that we can’t possibly
distance ourselves from needy sinners
and think we are right to do so. None
of us can boast of any holiness of our
own. Rescued sinners should always
want to help rescue other sinners. Christ
died for some of these, and who are
we to turn the other way?
If friends are key to the art of not
falling apart, let’s be the truest, and
wisest, of friends.

… Christina’s more
recent friends probably
empathized with her a
little too much. They
helped fuel her anger by
being angry with her.
They probably could
have done more to set
her thinking straight at
times when emotion was
dominating her actions.
Not being Christians,
they didn’t have the
moral framework of
God’s truth to guide
their thinking. It was
perhaps inevitable that
they would sympathise
and affirm out of love for
their friend.

1 Christina Patterson, The Art of Not Falling Apart
(Atlantic Books, London, 2018)

13

Focus on faith

Private Prayer
“But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your
door, pray to your Father who is in the
secret place; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you openly.”
(Matthew 6:6)
Eight times in the space of this verse
is the pronoun used in the singular
number and the second person – a thing
unique in all Scripture – as though to
emphasize the indispensability,
importance and value of private prayer.
Private prayer is the test of our sincerity,
the index to our spirituality, the principle
means of growing in grace. Private prayer
is the one thing above all others that
Satan seeks to prevent, for he knows
full well that if he can succeed at this
point, the Christian will fail at every
other.
Alas, how remiss we have been, how
sadly we have failed to discharge this
duty, and what irreparable losers are

we by this sinful neglect. Shall this year
witness a repetition of the sad failures
of the past?
It is the exercising of ourselves in
secret prayer that distinguishes us from
hypocrites who go through their religious
exercises merely to be seen of men.
The hypocrite places a far higher value
upon the applause of his fellows than
he does upon the approbation of his
Maker.
It is striking to note that God has
often granted the freest communications
of himself to those who were before
him in secret. It was so with Moses on
the mount, when Jehovah gave him the
Law – and again when he gave him the
pattern for the tabernacle. It was while
Daniel was engaged in private prayer
that God sent his angel to reveal to him
the secrets of his counsel concerning
the restoration of Jerusalem and the
duration thereof, even unto the Messiah.
It is in the secret prayer closet that God
usually bestows his sweetest and choicest
blessings. Cornelius was highly
commended and graciously rewarded
upon the account of his private prayer.

Peter was granted that wondrous vision
concerning the Gentiles while praying
alone.
Let us now make a few suggestions
on how this duty is to be performed.
First, reverently. In all our approaches
to God, we should duly consider his
exalted majesty and ineffable holiness
and humble ourselves before him.
Second, sincerely. We cannot be too
strongly or too frequently warned against
that mere external worship to which we
are so constantly prone. Third,
submissively. Our petitions should ever
be presented with the provision, “If it
be Thy will.” Fourth, confidently. He
bids us “come boldly unto the Throne
of Grace, that we may obtain mercy.”
Fifth, fervently. It is not sufficient that
our tongues babble out a mere form;
our hearts must be in this work. It is a
striving in prayer.
“My voice you shall hear in the
morning, O LORD; in the morning I
will direct it to you, and I will look up,”
(Psalm 5:3). Let this be our resolve, and,
so long as we are spared, our practice
throughout the year.

Letters from New Zealand

November 1984
Some of our churches are having a hard
time getting affirmative responses to their
calling of A pastor. Some of those who
are called seem to be digging in their
heels in their present congregations or
have no inclination to move to the New
Zealand scene. One “decliner” advised
the calling church that New Zealand
would best be served by men from the
Reformed Churches of New Zealand
who both know the country and the
Reformed faith. Such men would know
the thinking, mood, problems and possibilities of the New Zealand churches,
and they would give some measure of
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national stability, unity and purpose to
the church. Well, thank you dear pastor,
for that piece of advice but I thought
that the calling of a minister of the Word
is to proclaim explain and apply Holy
Scripture in order to gather in and build
up the members of the Church of Jesus
Christ. It surely is not so that only New
Zealand-bred and cultivated pastors can
do what I just quoted above, in their
natural environment and habitat to stabilise us, unify us and give us some
general purpose as a denomination.
I am glad that our churches have able
ruling elders who care for the flock and
faithfully discharge their respective offices

and by their continuity, together with all
the other Members in our churches,
have been able to give some measure
of national stability, unity and purpose.
One of our (American) pastors listed
twenty things, which encouraged him
in the last year in his ministry. I shall
not list them all here but there are some
I could and will mention for you:
• a response to the preaching,
• faithfulness of new converts;
• financial liberality by the majority;
• decrease in silly talk amongst a proportion of our people; and
• signs that the youth want to base
themselves on Scripture.
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And all the other blessings? You too,
could fill a page or two, dear reader, if
you would just sit down and, as a
member of the Body of Christ, count
your blessings.
Our deputies for contact with the Reformed Theological College made their
annual pilgrimage to the College midyear. We now have four students from
New Zealand studying at the College.
My dear fellow kiwis in a foreign land,
please don’t lose your kiwi accent and
mood, we need you for our national
stability, etc.

December
How devastating it must be to find out
afterwards that 40% of a congregation
at worship has been daydreaming and
18% has fallen asleep. Researchers in
good standing and noted for their almost
infallible diagnosis (hear! hear!) have
been scanning audiences and
congregations with “infrared viewers.”
Their scale included change in eye
movements, head position and
respiration and ran from attentiveness
to inattentiveness, to sound sleep and
snoring. How are we to devise an
effective way to improve attentiveness
to the preaching and improve the recall
of the sermon content? Quite a
predicament indeed! These “researchers
in good standing” tried various ways to
arouse the general level of attentiveness.
A wandering photographer was keenly
watched by the congregation and when
a speaker or preacher dropped a brick,
some people ducked for cover. A crying
baby produced no reaction at all, but
a trivial message, “Any illegally parked
cars on the roadside are to be towed
away,” resulted in a mass exodus in one
instance. While the place of worship is
no place to doze, no one has as yet
been able to devise an effective way of
improving on the percentages of active
listeners. Would it be naughty of me to
suggest a competition for children in
the congregation to draw pictures of
people around them in church or even
of “that man on the pulpit?” Such
drawings, often a source of delight and
intrigue, may offer an intuitive view of
the world at worship from their point
of view, at the same time as providing
the children with a simple constructive
play activity and probably 100% secured
attention.
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Auckland Presbytery charged the church
visitors to emphasise church attendance
in the evening services. It appears that
there is a disappointing response in
general to the evening hour of worship.
I am quite sure that this problem is not
limited to this particular presbytery only.
I dare say, it is quite widespread and
from personal observation I’d say that
faithfulness towards the second service
is much better with the young people,
many of who are not even committed
members of the church yet. One session
dealt with it via some instruction in the
weekly bulletins, another church
prepared a statement, which was read
by the vice-chairman of the session.
With this public admonishment to be
more faithful for the whole of the Lord’s
Day and not just a part of it, one could
argue that this congregation was placed
under the first step of discipline.
In another congregation, it had come
to the notice of the session that some
members are reluctant to contact their
elders when they need to, because, so
they say, “the elders are so busy.” The
reply was to encourage everyone not
to think that way. They are called by
the Lord to shepherd God’s people, He
has commanded them to be available.
So, please, contact your elder when he
is needed. Anytime is a good time, but
it would be appreciated if you could
limit calls during the dinner hour of 5-7
pm to brief messages or queries.
One congregation “down under” but
on the same island as this letter writer
decided to study the issue of “psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs.” It was
realised that a final decision would affect
the future of their church and even the
future of their pastor in receiving a call.
The session exhorted the congregation
to be patient with one another. If some
think that spiritual songs are only inspired
psalms then only sing these, but be
understanding towards others who think
differently. If others think that spiritual
songs also include our hymns, then sing
both. But again, be patient with those
who think differently. And the
congregation is urged to “prefer one
another in honour” in this matter.
Abridged

Letter to the editor

Dear Sir,
I would like to respond to the recent
Global Warming article (December
2019 Faith in Focus).
Firstly, thank you for raising the
issue in this magazine. It certainly
occupies mainstream media of late.
I feel a need to comment. I’m a 40
year member of RCNZ. I have an
engineering qualification, am
naturally sceptical and a biblical
creationist. I have wrestled with
Creationism for all those 40 years
but I believe it is still the best
explanation for the world we enjoy.
I presume Mr Dykstra shares the
theology of a biblical creationist. This
theology is disbelieving of secular
explanations for the world as it is
and in particular it’s origins. Theories
such as ‘The Big Bang’ and various
forms of theistic evolution have a
number of scientific short comings
and are also clearly un-biblical. My
presumption is that the author is
then transferring this scepticism to
the completely different issue of
human induced global warming. The
promise by the Lord not to destroy
the world by flooding is possibly at
the heart of his hope. I propose that
this is a misapplication of that
promise. A rise in sea level of a few
metres does not contradict that
covenant.
Mr Dykstra has quoted various
Bible texts to substantiate his
position. I’ll address some of his
comments in turn:
1. “You will know them by their
fruits”... the author questions the
use of statistics. He is right to do
so, however he is guilty of a
similar twisting of the truth in the
process. The fact that 2/3rds of
the scientific papers did not state
a conclusion in their papers does
NOT mean they disagree with
the concept of human caused
global warming. Without a review
of the contents of these scientific
papers the author is confusing
the issue. Would we not be better
to address the various findings of
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science rather than this 'shotgun'
approach?
2. “The one who states his case first”...
he makes three points but starts with
a reference to Holocaust deniers.
This is not conducive to rational
discussion.
a) It is possible for us to address
more than one issue at a time.
As I understand it, scientists are
suggesting that climate change
will negatively alter all our lives
for centuries to come, so
obviously would warrant being a
high priority if true!
b) I think nuclear power is a valid
alternative to fossil fuels but it
does of course have its own
concerns as to safety and waste
disposal, not to mention finding
somewhere to put a reactor.
c) The cost of fossil fuel alternatives
and its disproportionate cost for
poor people is obviously a
complicated issue but societies as
they inevitably industrialize do
need more power and energy
distribution. This is why suitable
‘clean’ alternatives are a subject
of huge investigation and
development. I don’t believe
researchers are seeking to harm
poor people. This is a false
dichotomy.
3. R e : t h e a u t h o r ’ s t h i r d p o i n t
“oppressive big government” from
the likes of Trudeau and Obama. I
agree big governments are a pain for
all sorts of reasons. Everything is
regulated but deregulation doesn’t
seem to be a panacea for the
problems in the world though, as
most of us won’t do the right thing
voluntarily.
4. “And it was very good”. I totally agree
that the world is a marvelous creation
and finely balanced and it is robust.
We have damaged it in the past, I
think of acid rain, particulaly in the
Communist countries, due to
unfettered pollution and also damage
to the ozone layer due to the use of
CFC’s as the propellant in aerosol
cans. As I write this response it is a
beautiful clear day but I cannot see
the Tararua Mountains, 1500 metres
high and just 20 kilometres away, this
is due to the massive bush fires in
Australia and the resultant smoke
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blowing our way. Either way, design
or chance, the world is finely
balanced. Surely 150 years of taking
coal and oil out of the ground and
burning it, is an example of upsetting
the balance Mr Dykstra is speaking
of?
5. “He who oppresses the poor taunts
his Maker.” Mr Dykstra’s defence of
the poor is valid. This surely doesn’t
preclude us trying to address the
problem. Wealthy Western
civilisation will need to pay a
disproportionate share of the burden
to recify the situation. Presently the
front line of global warming are
Pacific atols, where what little land
they have is now being inundated
by rising ocean levels. These are poor
people but the cost of electricity is
the least of their problems.
6. “Be fruitful and multiply.” Global
overpopulation is an issue that does
contribute to the problem. Birth
control is practised by most couples
and is beyond the scope of this
argument. I suspect if we all had the
10-20 children of 200 years ago then
global warming would be a bigger
issue than it now appears.
In conclusion: This issue is a sure-fire
way to ruin the atmosphere at a dinner
party if there is a disagreement!
I ask for a calm evaluation of this
matter. I have a couple of internet sites
which are worth a look at, for those
still interested:
A. Shell and Exon's secret 1980’s climate
change warnings by Benjamin Franta
on the Guardian website.
B. Climate levels.org
C. Royal Society of New Zealand website
Dennis Bartlett
Reformed Church of Masterton

Response
Dear Editor,
I feel as if Mr Bartlett may have
missed my overall point. I am not
looking at global warming from a
scientific perspective, but from a
biblical one. And I do so for two
reasons:
1) The Bible is our only source of
perfectly reliable knowledge and
direction.
2) What the world’s experts tell us
is often not reliable at all. Just
consider what the experts have
been telling us about when life
begins, and are now telling us
about gender. As I explain in my
article, in the case of
overpopulation, turning to those
experts, instead of relying on
God’s Word, has led to the death
of millions.
Mr Bartlett urges me to “address
the various findings of science.” I
have not done so, not only because
I would not be able to do so – I am
no climate expert – but also because
I want to offer us something much
more
reliable.
I want us to evaluate this topic
through the lens of God’s Word.
For the sake of brevity I’ll respond
only to the most pertinent of Mr
Bartlett’s points, which is his last one.
In response to my quotation of
Genesis 1:28, God’s directive to “be
fruitful and multiply,” Mr Bartlett
seems to treat overpopulation as if
it were a real problem. But it isn’t.
God says children are a blessing, and
if the world tells us that, the having
of children is putting undue pressure
on the planet and it might well
contribute to climate change and in
those ways more children are no
blessing but a curse, then – because
the conflict with God’s Word is so
very clear – we can know that the
experts are absolutely and
completely and utterly wrong.
We could find logical or
“scientific” reasons for why the
overpopulationists are wrong. We
might point out that people have
brains, and with them we can think
up marvellous things. We can make
the argument to show that more
children could be a very good thing
Faith in Focus
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because of all the brilliant solutions they
might come up with.
But the reasons we can be absolutely
sure children are a blessing is not
because of anything we might logic out,
or any scientific data we might gather.
We can have that certainty simply
because God tells us to be fruitful and
multiply, so then multiplying must be a
good thing. He says children are a
blessing, so they must also be good. It
is that simple. I’m not arguing that this
general command means everyone must

have a dozen children. I am arguing
that this general command doesn’t allow
us to conclude God actually wants us
to have small families now because of
what the experts tell us.
Turn to the Bible for guidance for
all things, and that includes global
warming too. That is the argument I am
making.
Jon Dykstra
Editor of Reformed Perspective

Books in focus

Broken Pieces and the God Who
Mends Them: Schizophrenia
through a Mother’s Eyes
by Simonetta Carr. P&R, 2019. Paperback, 368 pages, $12.00.
Reviewed by OP member Christine
Wilson.
“What do you do when you hear
voices?” Jonathan Carr’s question to his
mother illustrates the delusory nature
of schizophrenia, as illusion and reality
become indistinguishable. For his
mother, the author of the book,
interpreting the question is like peering
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into a dense fog. She sees muted but
familiar contours and strains to glimpse
the fading reality of who her son used
to be. Her answer to him reveals her
commitment to loving and serving her
son with honesty: “I don’t hear
voices … .”
The first part of Simonetta Carr’s
book chronicles her walk with Jonathan
through that fog. The second part offers
support and resources to those living
with schizophrenia or to friends who
come alongside.
Part 1 is raw and honest, a
heart-breaking account of the
progression of Jonathan’s illness.
Schizophrenia, Carr writes, “doesn’t just
erase a personality – it substitutes it with
another” (13). Jonathan’s two-year
battle, beginning in his late teens, was
terrifying and exhausting and painful.
She recounts the pain of his losing
friends, and of friends losing him, of his
desire for isolation and self-medication.
She notes, however, that it was also a
time laced with God’s grace. She writes
of Jonathan’s conversations with his
pastor and elders, of finding bits of his
poetry that expressed faith in his
Redeemer. She writes honestly of her
struggles and failures concerning
Jonathan’s care, of feeling angry and
overwhelmed by the mysterious changes
in her son, and of finding comfort in
the Scriptures. She recalls King
Jehoshaphat’s prayer in 2 Chronicles
20:12: “We are powerless against this
great horde that is coming against us.
We do not know what to do, but our

eyes are on you.” God’s answer to the
king sustained her: “Do not be afraid
and do not be dismayed at this great
horde, for the battle is not yours but
God’s … the Lord will be with you”
(vs. 15, 17). Scripture was her daily
reminder that “our limited experience
doesn’t have the final word in
establishing what is real” (344).
Part 2 is a trove of practical information information and advice for
caregivers and for brothers and sisters
in Christ who want to come alongside
in love to uphold the family in their
sufferings. She helps navigate the oftenmaddening medical system that
sometimes seems to prioritize patient
privacy over patient care. She shares
suggestions (her own and those she has
collected from the medical community
and friends) on early diagnosis and brain
scans, medical treatment centers,
treatment advocacy centers, medications, therapy, alternative therapies,
counselors, psychiatrists – as well as
thoughts on the benefit of work and
the need to rest. She offers suggestions
for those who desire to help and some
practical tips for churches that might
increase opportunities for those with
schizophrenia to attend worship and
enjoy fellowship.
God, Carr writes, “is greater than
our minds, our circumstances, and our
fears. Things are often not what they
seem … We can’t see the full reality,
but God does” (212).
New Horizons, July 2019
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Missions in focus

On-field conference in
Papua New Guinea

A fellowship meal with students, staff and
delegates. A highlight of any visit is the
interaction with the students.
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In October 2019 the three foreign
boards associated with the Reformed
Churches of Papua New Guinea (PNG)
met to discuss the work of the mission.
There were two representatives from
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church,
three from Armadale Free Reformed
Church, and me from the Overseas
Mission Board.
We met at the Reformed Churches
Bible College (RCBC) Campus and
hosted by: Richard ‘t Hart (Campus
Manager); Mark Mulder (Principal) and
his wife Liz; the Rev. Cornelis and Greta
Kleyn (Missionary in Port Moresby) and
from Lae: the Rev. Ryan and Ruth
deJonge (Missionary in Lae) and Julian
and Shannel Slobe (Missionary assistance
in Lae). We were joined by the Rev.
Melvin and Jane Dotinga from the
United Reformed Churches in North
America (URCNA), who are serving in
the Cepik region of PNG. the Rev.

Dotinga also helps with guest lecturing
at the RCBC regularly. Jane is trained
as a schoolteacher and helps Greta
Kleyn, who home-schools her children,
and the local teachers from the Christian
schools at 9-Mile and Beretete.
This was the fourth on-field
conference held at the RCBC and
displayed a growing unity among the
boards as they seek to further the work
of the Lord in PNG. It was a time to
talk through with those on the field, the
direction of their labours and the joys
and the sorrows of their endeavours.
A highlight at this conference was
the reports received from the national
pastors about their ministry in the
churches. The names of the pastors in
the locale of Port Moresby are the Rev’s
Nawai Renagi in Beretete and Aisi Kosa
at 9 Mile church. On the other side of
the Owen Stanley ranges near Lai are
the Rev’s Issidore Aufa at Kamkumung,
and Tony Aufa at Wantun. These pastors
graduated from the RCBC and are
serving the church groups well. They all
spoke of their desire to make known
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need
for another missionary to walk alongside
them in their ministry. Besides receiving
their reports, the delegates also met
with each of the pastors before and
after the conference to hear about their
work and service of the Lord. We are
thankful that the Lord has raised up
these men and they continue to serve
faithfully in the Reformed Churches of
PNG. There is a dire need for faithful,
sound gospel preaching. Most churches
in PNG are either fundamentalist/
Pentecostal or health and wealth
oriented in their preaching. This is where
the Reformed faith is a breath of fresh
air that needs to be blessed by the Spirit
to bring revival and reformation to God’s
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people in Papua New Guinea. This is
the shared mission that the Reformed
Ministries team are united on and
seeking to pursue.
Other reports received at the on-field
conference related to the continued
development of the Reformed Churches
Bible College. The Principal – Mark
Mulder is ably developing the curriculum
and outlook of the Bible College. There
is significant interest from another group
of churches near Port Moresby called
the Uniting Reformed Churches (No
affiliation with the URCNA). They have
several students who study at the college
and are growing in appreciation of the
theology and practice of the Reformed
faith. It appears like they will be sending
more students to the College. The
College is getting recognized by others
in PNG and the student body is growing.
This anticipated growth merited a review
of the infrastructure development plan
put forward by the Principal and the
Campus Manager. There have been
several building projects undertaken
with the support of the three boards –
a men’s cabin, a new ablution block
under construction during the
conference, and a new generator for
the campus.
During the conference we received
and reviewed the mission and vision
statement for the RCBC. The mission is
“Prepare God’s people for works of
Service” through solid Biblical instruction
and whole-life discipleship. This
captures well the dynamics that are
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found on the campus. The relationship
between the staff and the students and
the students with each other. The
students who come from different areas
of PNG have a true bond in the Lord
and are encouraging and building up
one another in their Christian walk. This
is beautiful to see how the Lord
continues to bless the instruction not
only with learning the truths of God’s
word but the intense desire to live them
out in their relationships together. To
carry out the mission – the staff have
also adopted a very ambitious vision:
To graduate 20 godly leaders from the
Diploma programme. Teach 30 students

(Top) All the conference a�endees
(Bo�om) The three board representa�ves who
met with Rev. Aisi Kosa (center) L to R Frank
Jansen (A); Peter Kloosterman (NZ); Rohan
Plug (A); Ed Eikelboom (A); Phil de Boer (C)
and Carol Diomedi (C).

19

hungry for God’s Word each year, by
2030. Thus: 20/30/30. While it is
recognized as an ambitious vision, we
continue to ask the Lord to bless the
work of the RCBC in PNG.
In closing, on behalf of our brothers
and sisters in PNG, the mission staff and
board delegates we would like to express
gratitude to the churches for their
support of the Lord’s work. It is amazing
to see how the Lord has blessed and
sustained His work through you His
people.
Mr Peter Kloosterman is the minister of
the Reformed Church in Hastings and
member of the Overseas Mission
Board for the RCNZ.

(Top) Richard ’t Hart’s House
(Middle) The men’s cabin – designed for
single men who are studying at the RCBC.
The other housing is used for families.
(Bottom) The beginning of the new ablution
block.
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