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One of the things that concerns me as I write this editorial is to represent this subject
without prejudice and remain factual and fair. Anyone who knows me well will be
aware that I have very little tolerance for the almost universal ideologies about
climate change and the environment. The main reason for that is because in many
cases they are based on bad science, fudged figures or statistics, blatant untruths
and worst of all, fear.
However, I do believe that bad management of our resources such as land and
waterways paints a pretty woeful picture. Allow me to elucidate.
Back in the year 2000, after being away from my home in Western Australia
for 15 years, I went for a trip to the wheat-belt area some 300km east of Perth to
my brother’s little patch of land. One of the things that I noticed while driving along
was that all the freshwater lakes had become salty. The shores of the lakes were
pink from the salt and the trees were all dead. These lakes were used for recreation
etc, and now they were ruined. What was the problem?
Over many years of farming and distributing thousands of tonnes of superphosphate
on the land, it became salty. This caused the land to be less productive and yielded
less grain, which meant, the following year the farmer had to throw more fertiliser
on the land in order to produce wheat. Another problem was very few trees on the
land, which possibly meant lower rainfall and a lack of ability to absorb the salt
from the ground. In effect, the place was becoming a dustbowl. Sounds extreme
doesn’t it?
Here in clean green New Zealand there are similar issues but different. In one
case, forests have been cut down and replaced with dairy farms, and land which
was used for sheep farming has been converted to dairy. It is very likely economics
has been driving this trend of the 90s and 2000s. As a consequence, our waterways
have problems with nitrates, algae bloom and in many cases they are not safe to
swim in.
Recently the government extended the aquatic reserves in the Hauraki Gulf in
an effort to save the fish population. Fishing companies have been trawling the
seabed in an effort to catch as many fish as they can, ruining the underwater habitat
with devastating results.
When God gave dominion of the earth to man, it was so that he would manage
the resources for the generations to come and ultimately give glory to God. As Bible
believing people we should take the mandate seriously and manage our resources
for God’s glory and not our own.
I am thankful to our contributors for giving us God-centred perspectives on this
subject. S.D.G.
Mr Reuben van Ameyde considers the Christian view point.
Mr David Waldron questions the success of our application of the cultural
mandate.
Two concerned officebearers from the OPC write about caring for Pastors and
their wives.
Other items are Focus on the Christian life; Focus on faith; Books in focus; Focus
on current affairs and more.
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The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.

Biblical stewardship and the environment
REUBEN VAN AMEYDE

Environmentalism:
A Christian Perspective
Environmentalism has grown to become a
subject of passionate discussion in recent
decades. The western world is zealous for
the protection of the natural environment
and we should be thankful that this is the
case. Just think about the consequences of
a world where environmental destruction
was fashionable. However, putting the
environment on such a high pedestal
elevates it beyond its proper place in relation
to God and Man. Only a biblical
understanding gives us what we need to
be truly responsible stewards, including of
the environment.
A foundation in Genesis
Before we consider the claims of the
environmental movement let’s first remind
ourselves of some pertinent truths from
God’s word. We are greatly helped in our
understanding of this subject by the first
three chapters of Genesis. In Genesis
chapter 1 we learn about God’s work of
creation. On the sixth day of creation God’s
final creative work is Man. Verse 26 of
Genesis 1 says, “Then God said, ‘Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness.’ ”
Mankind is set apart by God as special in
His creation because they are made in His
image.
God as creator is one characteristic we
could single out from these verses as an
attribute we should reflect as His image
bearers. No pre-existing material was needed
for God to create. We, on the other hand,
create using what God has already made.
Utilizing the natural resources that God
included in his good earth was part of God’s
intention for us. This is made explicit in the
command God gives next.
God’s first command to His image bearers
follows immediately after in the creation

account in verse 28: “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over every living
thing that moves on the earth. ”This is often
called the “creation mandate”, and it is the
first example in Scripture of what it means
to be an image bearer.
The first two people made by God,
Adam and Eve, as well as their offspring,
are not merely to stay put in the garden of
Eden, enjoying its fruits and its beauty. They
have work to do. They are called to multiply,
fill the earth, and subdue it. The word
‘subdue’ means to bring into bondage or
to make subservient. God made us as vice
regents under Him, so that we would rule
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over the creation. God also commands
Adam and Eve to have dominion over the
living creatures.
Some have taken “subduing the earth”
and “having dominion” to mean that we
have unbridled authority over nature to do
whatever we like with it, however, this view
takes these verses out of context from the
rest of Scripture. In the creation account
we read that what God made on each of
the days was good. The fact that God called
what he had made good before there were
any people to make use of it tells us that
the created order serves something beyond
what Man might use it for.
We also know that God has a caring
and compassionate character. We, as
image bearers, should reflect God’s care
and compassion in our attitude toward
creation. We must remember that we are
only stewards, taking care of God’s world
on His behalf. One day we will be called
to give an account for our stewardship.
God’s creation is very good, but the
creation mandate implies that it will be
cultivated, developed, and improved in a
responsible manner. The creation mandate
is not a footnote in the account of creation.
It’s the opening words of dialogue between
God and Man, the first commandment
given by God and the climax of the first
chapter of the Bible.
Paradise lost
Man’s fall into sin followed soon after the
giving of the creation mandate. Because of
Man’s sin God curses the creation and as
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a result Man’s relationship with creation
becomes defined by antagonism.
In Genesis 3:14b-15 God said to Adam,
“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat food from
it all the days of your life. It will produce
thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat
the plants of the field. By the sweat of your
brow, you will eat your food until you return
to the ground, since from it you were taken;
for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
Our work requires toil and is accompanied
by frustrations. Thorns and thistles are the
examples given in Genesis, which represent
the far-reaching effects of the fall on our
relationship with creation. Man is now
exposed to a multitude of difficulties from
creation: disease, extreme weather events,
wild animals, and pestilence. These bring
frustration and danger to our daily existence
as well as being agents of our demise; a
return to the dust.
A further consequence of the curse of
sin is that we have a negative effect on
creation. It’s not explicit in chapter 3 of
Genesis but we know from experience that
man’s existence and activities can have
detrimental effects on the environment.
We contaminate the air, land, and sea with
our emissions, discharges and waste, and
we compete for space and resources with
other living things.
Despite the effects of sin, a paraphrase
of the creation mandate is repeated to Noah
and his sons as representatives of the human
race (Genesis 9:1-2). From here and other

places in Scripture where this mandate is
repeated, we learn that the fall into sin did
not remove the significance of this
command. If anything, the fall broadened
the implications of this command to include
work we do to overcome “thorns and
thistles”.
Environmentalism without God
The prevailing paradigm of today’s
environmentalism is one that seeks to place
a value on the environment without
reference to God. In attempting to invent
our own set of values we have turned God’s
hierarchy of value on its head. From the
creation account we saw that God is the
ultimate authority and the one of highest
value in the universe, with Man holding
authority delegated by God over creation
and set apart as special within creation.
Environmentalism places the natural world
at the top of the hierarchy in the place of
God, or at least on par with human beings,
and accords the God of the Bible no value
or pretends He is non-existent. In Romans
1 we learn of the tendency of Man to
worship the created things rather than the
creator. Making the environment a god to
be worshiped is a reversal of the created
order and results in an elevation of the
environment above where God placed it.
Without accepting God’s system of values,
we get ourselves into all kinds of moral
quandaries. Some ecologists1, in what seems
to be an attempt to exclude God, put
forward biocentrism as the answer, which
grants all living things moral significance
alongside human beings. But such an idea
immediately clashes with our moral
sensibilities. What would such a person eat,
and how would they treat bacterial infections
if even lettuce leaves and Streptococcus
bear moral significance? Leaving God out
of the picture results in a scrambled
worldview and leaves us with an unworkable
ethic. Only a Christian worldview is sufficient
to deal with the question of environmentalism.
The state of the environment
The environmental movement claims that
the environment is getting worse by every
measure. According to the World Watch
Institute “The key environmental indicators
are increasingly negative. Forests are
shrinking, water tables are falling, soils are
eroding, wetlands are disappearing, fisheries
are collapsing, range-lands are deteriorating,
rivers are running dry, temperatures are
rising, coral reefs are dying, and plant and
animal species are disappearing.”2 Such
claims mislead us to believe that the state

of the world is much worse than it actually
is. Bjorn Lomborg, in his book “The
Skeptical Environmentalist”, makes a
compelling case that statements like these
are based on cherry-picked data that
contradict what long-term trends actually
show3.
We continually hear about looming
ecological collapse and near-term human
extinction as a result of these claims.
According to Greta Thunberg, the year 2030
will be the point of no return “that will lead
to the end of our civilization as we know
it”4. Humanity’s appetite for bad news
drives this apocalyptic rhetoric. Wealth and
influence are on offer to those willing to be
merchants of environmental doom despite
its factual inaccuracy. This isn’t to accuse
all involved in environmental advocacy of
insincerity, rather, it is simply to note that
there are ulterior motivations at play that
contribute to the distorted picture that the
environmental movement puts forward.
Development vs Conservation
The environmental movement believes that
untouched nature is the most desirable state
of the environment. We see this unfolding
in the stiff opposition to development of
infrastructure and nature-modifying
business activities, regardless of the clear
benefits and despite the proportionate
lengths taken to protect the environment.
Houses, roads, ports, factories, power
stations, and irrigation schemes, that would
otherwise have been responsibly built, are
held up and often prevented in the name
of protecting the environment. There is
plenty of scope for development while still
conserving areas of natural beauty. Even 7
billion people only utilize a fraction of the
earth’s land area.
We should reject the idea that
development of the world around us
necessarily undercuts the environment. In
fact, the wealth created by these activities
affords us time and resources with which
we can care for the environment.

The principles of the
creation mandate should
be what guide us as we
seek to steward God’s
creation in a way that
reflects His image, and
is to His glory.

Overpopulation
One of the concerns of the environmental
movement is human overpopulation.The
environmentalist would say that the root
cause of environmental issues is too many
people. According to Cafaro and Crist
(2012)5 population growth is a major force
behind many of our most serious ecological
problems and that ending population growth
is a moral imperative. This argument is
rooted in an anti-human philosophy that
degrades us to just another species. While
it’s true that humans are part of the
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problem insofar as we behave badly due
to our sinful nature, overpopulation
advocates fail to acknowledge that we are
also part of the solution. Human effort and
innovation has greatly improved environmental outcomes in the last century despite
a booming population.
In response to the perceived threat of
overpopulation, it is increasingly common
for couples to choose to have one child or
even no children. One of the reasons (or
excuses?) given, is that it is the best thing
for the planet. Having more than one or
two children is increasingly met with raised
eyebrows by those enlightened to
environmental concerns. We needn’t be
drawn in by such thinking, instead, we
should have confidence in what God’s word
says on the subject.

Conclusion
In the end we must listen to what God says
about His world and how we are to live in
it. We cannot invent our own values
without serious consequences. The
exaggerated claims of environmental ruin
and catastrophe don’t bear much scrutiny
as well as clashing with biblical thinking.
The principles of the creation mandate
should be what guide us as we seek to
steward God’s creation in a way that reflects
His image, and is to His glory.

4 Thunberg, G. “No One Is Too Small to Make a
Difference”
5 Cafaro, P., & Crist, E. (2012) Life on the Brink:
Environmentalists Confront Overpopulation
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Biblical stewardship and the environment
DAVID WALDRON

The cultural mandate –
ignored, misunderstood,
or faithfully obeyed?
Do you enjoy being out in the garden? Many of us
do. We spend time tending our vegetable patches,
flower beds, lawns, and/or indoor plants or going to
a park in the city to walk amongst the trees there.
Gardening really is the ‘oldest profession’, going back
almost right to the beginning of the world when God
put Adam in the paradise of Eden to work it and
keep it1. The Hebrew word translated ‘keep’ means
to watch over in order to preserve something or
somebody. The garden which the Lord God had
planted in Eden was naturally productive and resilient,
but did require ongoing work to maintain it in a
sustainable ecological equilibrium. After the Fall,
when the ground became cursed as a result of
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mankind’s rebellion against God, the perfection of
Eden was lost and the work of growing food became
arduous in a natural world which had become hostile
to mankind2. Any gardeners reading this article will
know about the challenges of weeds, pests and
diseases as they seek to work and keep their garden
environment.
The cultural mandate
The focus of this article is much broader than
gardening. The aim here is to consider whether or
not Christians have ignored their ‘cultural mandate’
to be stewards of the whole earth.
God gave an environmental task to Adam and

Eve, as representatives of the whole human race,
when He said "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
every living thing that moves on the earth”3. This farreaching assignment is sometimes referred to as the
‘creation mandate’, the ‘dominion mandate’ or the
‘cultural mandate’.
The term ‘cultural mandate’ is sometimes used
in connection with the Great Commission4to include
striving to affect world culture by proclaiming the
gospel and also by influencing public debate and
discussion with a Christian worldview. A further, and
much more controversial, extension of the term
includes seeking to establish civil governments who
will enact explicitly Christian laws in order to subdue
society. Variants of this approach include ‘Kingdom
Now Theology’, ‘Dominion Theology’ and ‘Christian
reconstructionism’. This article will not consider the
Biblical validity of extending the ‘creation mandate’
to include aspects of human culture, but will focus
entirely on the right relationship between mankind
and the natural environment.
It is possible that you may be wondering whether
articles on caring for the environment really have a
rightful place here in an official publication of our
churches. I firmly believe that they do for the following
reasons:
a) The Scriptures do reveal God’s will for us as

human stewards of His physical world.
b) There is significant misunderstanding amongst
many Christians about this topic. The idea of
being a ‘Christian environmentalist’ is an oxymoron
in the minds of some who equate a serious
concern for the natural environment with New
Age Pantheism. Many are unaware of the work
of A Rocha (arocha.org), a Christian nature
conservation organisation.
c) There is a tendency, in some Christian
communities, for traditions, personal biases and
prejudices to close the mind to the possibility of
having been wrong. The process of rethinking
our presuppositions is generally a painful,
humiliating, and taxing one, but it is necessary if
we are to discern God’s will5.
d) The ongoing degradation of the natural
environment is a pressing issue in the world today.
People in many nations suffer from the effects of
pollution, loss of soil fertility, species extinction,
deforestation, depleted fish stocks, lack of clean
water, hunger, starvation and destructive weather
events. These are topics which the church must
speak out about. Silence can imply that we do
not care about the ‘groaning creation’ of which
we, together with the whole of humanity, are a
part. The practical credibility of the Christian
worldview depends on its ability to relate to the
issues of daily life in a meaningful way.
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e) Christianity has been blamed by some people6
for being the root cause of environmental
degradation. This is a serious charge and one
which we would be foolish not to carefully
consider. If we have ignored or misunderstood
the creation mandate then we need to humble
ourselves, repent and then seek to live in a way
that is faithful to the Lord’s commandment. To
do otherwise is surely sin.
The environmental charges against
Christianity
Consider these six charges which seek to place, in
the words of Lynn White, ‘a great burden of guilt’7
on the Christian church.
1) The command to ‘subdue’ the earth has been
understood by Christians as a licence to exploit
and mistreat the natural environment.
2) The command to ‘fill the earth’ has contributed
to overpopulation which has then necessitated
greater urbanization, intensification of farming
techniques and pressure on natural habitats.
3) The command to have ‘dominion’ over all other
creatures has resulted in an anthropocentric (mancentered) view of creation which cares little for
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plants and animals beyond their value as resources
which exist merely to satisfy the needs of people.
4) The spiritual focus of the Bible has resulted in a
lack of care for the physical world.
5) Christianity’s belief that the world was designed
by God has encouraged modern scientific study
of the natural world which together with the
command to subdue the earth has led to the
unrestrained conquest of nature. As a result,
mankind has manipulated natural processes for
the short term benefit of the human race but to
the detriment of the environment.
6) The belief that this world is passing away with
the second coming of Christ removes the need
to care for the present world.
A Biblical response
What would you say in response? Are we guilty as
charged or innocent of any environmental crime?
Let us carefully consider the six charges against us.
1) The root meaning of the Hebrew word (kabash)
translated ‘subdue’ is to tread down as when an
enemy is conquered8 . The word translated
‘dominion’ (radah) usually means to rule over a
nation or a group of people9 and can also refer

2)

3)

4)

5)

to divine rule over the earth10. Humanity is to
exercise control over the created realm (kabash)
in governance over all living creatures (radah).
The creation mandate was given by God before
the Fall and has helpfully been described as
‘sinless dominion’11. In fallen mankind the abuse
of such far reaching responsibility has resulted in
the original intent of the creation mandate being
corrupted through the sinful tendencies of greed,
materialism and unchecked self-interest. Whilst
by no means solely responsible for abuse of the
natural world, Christians are not without some
guilt in this.
This earth was designed by God to be able to
support abundant life and for all living creatures
to be fruitful and multiply12, including mankind13.
Whilst the environmental resources which God
has given to sustain life on this planet are substantial,
they are not infinite. Logically, limits to growth
are an essential aspect of a finite creation. The
creation mandate should therefore not be
understood to mean ‘fill the earth beyond its
capacity to sustain life’, but rather fill the earth
to its limit. As a result of mankind’s abuse of the
natural environment and the greed and injustice
of hugely inequitable distributions of wealth, land,
food and other resources, the ‘carrying capacity’
of many regions of the earth has been substantially
reduced14. Christians share, to some degree, in
the guilt of this, but we are by no means solely
responsible.
The dominion of mankind over God’s creation
is ultimately not anthropocentric but theocentric
(God-centered). He created all the flora and
fauna in this world for His perfect purposes,
designing every last detail of every one of them.
He cares for all the creatures that He has made.
Being created in God’s image, mankind is called
to subdue and rule the earth as God Himself
would do so, acting as it were on His behalf. A
king in submission to God will not exercise
dominion for personal gain15. A good shepherd
does not rule harshly16. A faithful steward does
not waste the owner’s possessions17 but uses them
wisely in productive endeavours18. When we,
and others, live in an environmentally irresponsible
way we do not reflect God’s image, but are like
wicked kings, bad shepherds and unfaithful
stewards.
The Bible most certainly has a spiritual focus. The
central message of the Scripture is the glorious
gospel of reconciliation between God and His
people. However, God’s Word by no means
excludes the physical realm. We are soul and
body. The restoration of this broken creation is
not only revealed in election, regeneration,
justification, sanctification and glorification in
Christ but also in the recreation of a new earth
with an eternally sustainable environment for the
flourishing of life19.
The ordered patterns of nature do rightfully
encourage scientific enquiry and the development

of technologies. These have the potential to be
used either destructively or constructively. The
fault lies not in mankind’s exploration of the
natural environment, but in our own hearts which
too often care more about our own self-interest
than about the fact that what we do with the
natural environment may have an effect on
others20. Loving your neighbor as yourself includes
the responsibility not to damage the environment
in such a way that they, and others, suffer adverse
effects.
6) There is an eschatological (end-time) focus in
Scripture. In faith we do desire a better country,
that is a heavenly one21. We know that this first
earth will pass away when Christ returns22 .
However, the Lord has not given us this knowledge
in order to give us an excuse to ignore the
creation mandate. Sanctification has purpose in
this life even though we know this does not save
us and that it will not be completed until we are
glorified on the New Earth. Likewise, God calls
us to faithful environmental stewardship now,
even though we know that this earth will not last.
Just as our progress in sanctification glorifies God
and is His purpose for us in this life, so our progress
in understanding and obeying the creation
mandate also glorifies our Lord and is part of His
will for us in this life.
An earth with finite resilience
I believe that some of the environmental
degradations which we are increasingly seeing
globally23are indications that we are close to, or even
beyond, some of the limits which God has set within
His highly resilient, but also finite creation. Just as it
was possible for Old Testament Israel to ‘sin beyond
the point of no return’ under wicked king Manasseh’s
dominion, so it seems highly likely that there are
environmental ‘tipping points’. When the finite limits
of the earth’s God given environmental resilience
are exceeded, then a point can be reached from
which full environmental recovery may no longer
be possible, at least not within one human lifespan.
However, God has promised that ‘while the earth
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease’24.
A call to repentance and faith
There is a need for us, as Christians, to examine
ourselves, our lifestyles and our faithfulness or our
lack of obedience to the creation mandate. Are there
areas where you need to repent because you have
ignored this mandate or misunderstood its meaning?
In Christ we have a Saviour in whom there is
forgiveness full and free. As we live out our faith we
are called to put off the old self with its practices and
put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator25.To do this
requires courageous change. This new self is a faithful
ruler, shepherd and steward over God’s creation,
seeking always to glorify and honour Him by wisely
caring for what He has made.
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“If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chron
7:14).
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Caring for your Pastor
Lendall H. Smith and Matthew R. Miner

Most of us have opinions about how an
Orthodox Presbyterian pastor should care
for the members of his congregation, but
we often do not think about the reverse:
How should Orthodox Presbyterian church
members care for their pastor? What does
a pastor need to encourage him in his
ministry?
Every aspect of a pastor’s life involves
service to the church. Pastors take phone
calls and pay visits at all hours. Evenings are
often taken up with meetings and church
events. Even as it is offered with a joyful
heart in service to their King, these various
acts of ministry affect the time that pastors
can spend at home with their families. For
a pastor’s children, their views of Christ and
his church are often based in part on how
the local church treats its minister – their
daddy!
As it says in 1 Corinthians 12, the body
of Christ has many members, including
eyes, ears, and hands. Each part of the body
is essential, and each part should have “the
same care for one another” (v. 25), since
we all serve “the same Lord” (v. 5). So in
this arrangement of mutual service and love
in the body of Christ, what can church
members and officers do to care for and
encourage their pastor?
Responding to the service of the
pastor
Above all, pray fervently for your pastor!
His preaching and pastoral ministry is a
challenging calling; humanly speaking, it is
impossible. The Apostle Paul knew the
importance of prayer. In Ephesians 6:19,
he asked for prayer so that he would have
both the words and the boldness to proclaim
the mystery of the gospel. In Colossians
4:3–4, he writes, “Pray also for us, that God
may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of
which I am in prison – that I may make it
clear, which is how I ought to speak.”
Christians must uphold their pastor in prayer
in order that the Lord might help him fulfill
his calling. Nothing was more reassuring to
me (Lendall) in my years of ministry than
to be told by various members of the

congregation that they were praying for me
each day.
Parishioners respond thoughtfully to
their pastor’s messages when, instead of
offering only a generic handshake at the
end of the service, they express appreciation
for ideas that helped them in their
understanding of the Bible and the gospel.
They can share their gratitude as his ministry
challenges them in their faith and obedience
to the Lord. They can let the pastor know
how a message, or a portion of it, was
particularly comforting in a time of
discouragement or depression. Sometimes
a member might interact with the pastor
about an idea in the sermon. Hearing such
reflections stimulates a pastor. It gives him
helpful feedback that his flock is profiting
from his messages. I (Lendall) still remember
one occasion where I was very discouraged
about how the sermon had gone that week
(my wife would affirm that this happened
more than once!). It was a blue Monday
indeed. On Wednesday, I received a lovely
note from a member of the congregation
who told me how and why the service had
been a great blessing to her the previous
Sunday. It lifted my spirits to be reminded
of how the Lord uses his Word, the singing
of hymns, and prayers to bless his people
– even when I felt I had fallen short in my
ministry. Her note was a gift from the Lord.
A man, not a religious
professional
The OP minister is a man, made in God’s
image, broken by sin, and redeemed in
Christ. He has a special calling from the
Lord, but he is not “more spiritual” than
others, nor is he a religious professional that
the congregation hired for outsourced
work. Members encourage their pastor as
they deepen their relationships with him
as a person of like nature to themselves. As
congregants grasp this truth and get to know
their pastor better, they will be able to pray
more thoughtfully for him and his family.
What experiences shaped his life? What
are his interests and hobbies? If you discover
similar interests, you may be able to pursue
them together – running, reading, golfing,

Members can encourage
their pastor by including
his family in their lives.
Invite the whole family
into your home for
dinner, or go on a picnic
together in a park in the
summer.
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playing sports, or sharing God’s good gifts
of food and drink. Being a pastor can feel
lonely.
I (Lendall) look back with thankfulness
on one couple in a congregation that I
served who invited my wife and me out to
dinner each year on the anniversary of my
call to serve that congregation. This annual
meal was a big encouragement and thoughtful
remembrance that they were glad that I accepted the call to be their pastor.
Dave Holmlund, regional home
missionary of the Presbytery of Philadelphia,
appreciated one glimpse of affection from
an unexpected source in an OP church
plant he served: “There was a family with
an elementary-aged boy, Cameron, who
had a nickname for me behind my back:
‘Big Dave.’ When I finally learned this after
some five years, I thought it was hilarious.
Everything at church was so formal – I was
addressed as ‘Pastor Holmlund,’ etc. After
I found out, it was my inside joke with
them, especially with Cameron. It was very
endearing.”
Members can encourage their pastor
by including his family in their lives. Invite
the whole family into your home for dinner,
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or go on a picnic together in a park in the
summer. If you have children the same age,
have the pastor’s children over for sleepovers
– maybe so that the pastor and his wife can
get away for a night or two. If you share a
common interest in music, invite the family
to go to a concert with you or just have
them and others over to participate in an
evening of singing or playing instruments
together. Including the pastor and his family
in activities helps them to feel like a vital
part of the congregation, especially if they
moved from a different part of the country,
away from their family and friends.
Casey Bessette, pastor of Pilgrim OPC
in Raleigh, North Carolina, describes the
welcome he and his family have received
since he began last summer: “Women are
intentionally laying the foundation for longterm relationships with my wife. The
children of the church are making an effort
to befriend our kids. My family is invited
for dinner in members’ homes. When my
family was ill, delicious meals were
provided. My wife and I are asked regularly
if we have any needs.”
Members serving in various roles in the
church can also provide a significant

encouragement to the pastors, including
volunteering as Sunday school teachers,
volunteering as nursery workers, providing
transportation to worship for students or
the elderly, caring for the church property,
welcoming visitors, serving the youth,
listening to children recite memory verses
or catechism questions, or visiting the sick.
The list of ways to serve is as long and as
varied as the needs of God’s people. The
public ministry of Word and sacrament, the
minister’s unique calling, are at the center
of the church’s work. However, the loving
service of all members makes the wheels
go ’round (as 1 Corinthians 12 teaches).
When the body of Christ is working together
in service and ministry, it can be a great
encouragement to everyone, including the
minister.
Elders have a special role in caring for
and encouraging their pastor. Matthew
Holst, pastor of Shiloh Presbyterian in
Raleigh, North Carolina, says: “My elders
are a great encouragement to me. Even
small things are important: ensuring my
telephone and computer are up to date
enables me to work without the hindrance
of out-of-date technology. IT equipment
for the pastors is a budget line item for the
elders of Shiloh.”
Pulpit supply can also be a great help
to pastors, Holst observes: “Recently I was
asked to preach at another OP church. The
elders of that church had brought in two
weeks of pulpit supply so that their pastor
could take time away from the pulpit to
better help his wife who was due to give
birth. Those elders had the care of their
pastor’s family at the forefront of their minds

and should be commended.”
Financial care for pastors
Of course, one additional way that a church
cares for its pastor is in providing financial
support that he “may be free from worldly
care and employment” (OPC Form of
Government 22.9; see also 23.9, 11, 12).
That is the teaching of the Apostle Paul:
“the Lord commanded that those who
proclaim the gospel should get their living
by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). In spite of this
clear biblical directive, at times pastors find
themselves in calls with financial means
that are barely adequate, or even
inadequate, to meet the needs of their
family. In other cases, calls are not
sufficiently adjusted annually to keep up
with increased living costs and a growing
family. While the factors involved in
assessing the adequacy of pastoral
compensation can grow quite complex,
including widely varying costs based on the
region of the country, one of the ways a
church can care for the pastor is by reviewing
his pastoral compensation annually.
To that end, the Committee on
Ministerial Care has posted to its website,
opccmc.org, a pastoral compensation tool
that can provide guidance to churches,
sessions, and search committees regarding
how to account for years of experience,
changing family size, appropriate
contributions for retirement, and more.
There is no one-size-fits-all approach to
pastoral compensation, but the online tool
can be a help, and perhaps a conversationstarter, to ensure a pastor’s material needs
are being met sufficiently.

Caring for your Pastor’s wife
The pastor’s wife isn’t an officer in the church, but she’s married
to one, and that presents her with some distinct opportunities
for service in the church. Scripture seems to anticipate these
opportunities as the households of officers are required to be
well managed, and “their wives likewise must be dignified, not
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things” (1 Tim. 3:4,
11). Browsing the pages of Choosing the Good Portion: Women
of the OPC (2016), you will find stories of many pastors’ wives
(and other women) who, throughout the history of our church,
have supported, encouraged, and suffered alongside our ordained
ministers. We’ve been blessed by our pastors’ wives!
Yet, how much thought – and time and resources – have we
put into supporting pastors’ wives as they seek to fulfill this role?

The suggestions above are only a sample
of the myriad ways to care for, encourage,
and support your pastor in his ministry.
Such actions should never be aimed at
gaining influence with the pastor. Instead,
members are called to respond to gospel
ministry by serving our Lord with eagerness
and love, motivated by gratitude for his
grace and mercy. Care for the pastor and
loving service in the church will produce a
spirit of joy and thankfulness in the
congregation and in the heart of the pastor,
who will say with Paul, “I thank my God in
all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer
with joy, because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now. And I
am sure of this, that he who began a good
work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:3–6). Amen!
Lendall Smith is president of the
Committee on Ministerial Care.
Matthew Miner is a ruling elder at
Pilgrim OPC in Raleigh, North Carolina,
and a member of the Committee on
Ministerial Care.
New Horizons, March 2021

This too is a concern for the Committee on Ministerial Care. In
a focus group with pastors’ wives sponsored by CMC, elder and
committee member Greg De Jong asked them to give examples
of special care they had received in our churches or suggestions
on how we might better care for them. Here are some of their
responses:
We have very young children, and always have a baby it
seems. And we often host people who are visiting missionaries
or conference speakers. We host them in our home and share
a meal with them. We enjoy doing it, but the details are
sometimes overwhelming to me. There are two elders’ wives
who somehow always know that people are coming to our
house, without me telling them or asking for help. They say,
“Can I provide the food?” And so, they bring a spread. They
think of everything: paper plates so I won’t have to wash
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dishes, and utensils and napkins and everything. I’ll never be
able to tell them how much it blesses me because it allows me
to host these things, spend time with our guests, take care of
my children, and not feel overwhelmed by it.
It’s not just my husband shaking hands after church; I try
to talk to visitors, too, which means our children are running
around after church without supervision. Maybe people (adults
or even teens) could be assigned to keep an eye on the pastor’s
kids so that the pastor’s wife has the freedom to go talk with
people.
For some pastors, even putting pictures on a wall can be
very stressful – that’s just not what their gifts and training have
prepared them for! If the session and deacons understand that
this is a man who lacks these kinds of skills, it might be kind
for them to say, “Hey, is there anything that we could do on
one day? Give us a list of things that we could do.” The minister
may not have the finances to hire people, so this would be a
blessing to his whole family.
I think being a pastor’s wife is a lonely position because
everybody thinks that you have your act together and that you
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should be teaching them. But I’m thinking “I’m just me, I have
my own needs, I’ve never done this before, and I’ve got kids.”
At the same time, you’re not at liberty to bare your soul in quite
the same way. And people don’t look at you as a regular person,
someone they could have a regular friendship with. So it’s
complicated, and it can be isolating.
As these comments show, it’s important to remember that the
pastor’s wife, while she may be presented with special opportunities
for service, is also an ordinary church member. So, we should be
realistic when it comes to her abilities. Like you, she is a servant
of Christ. Like you, she is trying to honor her spouse. Like you, she
is exhausted and can’t seem to find time to serve the church the
way she’d like to.
Pray for the CMC as it considers ways in which the church can
better support the needs of ors to do this as well.

A prayer on
childlessness
by H24X

Dear Father in Heaven,
When we marry we all expect
That conception is easy and we will
connect
To a baby, a child, that is from us
It should be easy, with little fuss
But as the months pass one by one
Our hope fades, depressions begun
For each month’s failure there’s yet
more pain
All that we try has failed yet again
The hurt is compounded watching family
and friends
Having their children with the joy
that sends
Lord, I’m in sorrow, have no peace
And from this anguish, there’s no
release
Why did you withhold this blessing
from us?
Why have you chosen to leave us
childless?
Couldn’t you see what great parents
we’d be?
That we’d raise our children in a
knowledge of Thee
Until the day comes when all hope is
lost
And we must focus on what we must
That God has withheld this blessing
from us
And it is in Him we must put our trust

Yet in our sixties, the cycle repeats
again
Friends are having grandchildren
renewing our pain
We didn’t expect that and didn’t see
That it would continually torment me
And now the questions begin once more
Oh why, Oh God, I feel so sore
And people chat, and go on and on
About their families and what they’ve
done
And yet through all this I must
remember too
That you love me Lord with a love so
true
That the greatest gift I have in this
life
Is not marriage or children or being a
wife
My greatest possession is relationship
with Christ
For his amazing love and sacrifice
That I need to share what you have
done
Through the work of Christ your Son
And when I grow old and am close to
death
My body is frail and I draw my last
breath
I’ll be going to glory, joy without
end
To my Saviour, my God, Redeemer and
Friend
Tears will be one, sorrow will cease
And I shall reign in eternal peace.

Amen
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Focus on the Christian life
PETER BARNES

Living in an age
of anxiety
In 1965 E. R. Dodds wrote an historical
work entitled Pagan and Christian in an Age
of Anxiety where he dealt with the period
between the Roman Emperors, Marcus
Aurelius, who reigned from 161-180, and
Constantine, who was victorious in Rome
in 312 and who died in 337. The title,
however, leaves one with the impression
that every age is an age of anxiety. Edward
Gibbon famously considered – ‘without
hesitation’ no less – that the age from the
death of Domitian to the accession of
Commodus (i.e. from A.D. 96-180) was
the period during which ‘the condition of
the human race was most happy and
prosperous’. How he gauged that is an
intriguing question. The fact is that, while
all ages are not identical, they are all full of
sin, and so full of anxiety. Things are not as
they were in the original creation nor as
they will be in the new heaven and new
earth. Anxiety is a part of the Fall. This is
true even for the regenerate. The apostle
Paul was anxious for all the churches (2
Cor.11:28).
The worst response to anxiety may well
be to try to take control of events in a wrongheaded way. There is a measure of peace
in knowing that we do not know what
tomorrow will bring (James 4:14). We tend
to overdo it these days, and concoct
Five-Year Plans and the like. These occupy
somebody’s time and energies, but they
may have little connection to reality. This
is not to say that we do not plan; we do.
Paul, for example, expressed the hope that
he could spend some extended time with
the Corinthian church ‘if the Lord permits’
(1 Cor.16:7). What Paul intended (2
Cor.1:15) did not always come about (2
Cor.1:23). For that change of mind, he was
roundly criticised, but he was in the habit
of making serious, yet flexible, plans.
When a political leader declares with
Churchillian gusto that ‘We will get through
this because we are Australians’, we ought
to recognise that for what it is: hot air. The
Psalmist took solace in God: ‘My times are
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in Your hands’ (Ps.31:15a). Rejoice for this
means that our times are not in our hands.
The times may be troubled – they usually
are – but there is peace in knowing that
they are in God’s hands, even if that means
that we do not know what will happen
tomorrow. A true divine peace is better
than a counterfeit human security.
Our task now, as always, is not to control
the future but to be faithful in the present.
Blaise Pascal noted the human condition:
‘I discovered that all the unhappiness of
man stems from one thing, that he cannot
remain alone in a room.’ Anxiety comes
more from within than from without. Isolation
and a sense of abandonment will grieve
many, but we must try not to be overcome
by what we cannot control. Paul sought to
be found faithful (1 Cor.4:2), and he knew
the grace of Christ was sufficient (2
Cor.12:9). In 362 the emperor Julian exiled
Athanasius from Alexandria for the fourth
time, but the great man was not unduly
concerned, declaring that this was ‘a small
cloud which will soon pass’. And so it
proved. Faith does not make us lackadaisical,
but determined to be faithful first of all.
We who are of the Reformed faith will

affirm that it is Christ who builds His church
(Matt.16:18), but we tend to rely on our
plans and strategies too. In all the excitement
of the expansion of the New Testament
church, Philip was told by an angel to go
to Gaza which was a desert place (Acts
8:26). It was a long way to go, and highly
inconvenient, but God was drawing an
unnamed Ethiopian eunuch into His
kingdom. Even in evangelism, God’s ways
are not our ways. We may be in lockdown,
but the Spirit goes where He wills (John
3:8) and the word of God is not bound (2
Tim.2:9). Christ enters closed doors (John
21:19). This is the age of the Messiah,
prophesied in Isaiah 35 (cf. Matt.11:2-6):
‘Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!” … He will come and
save you’ (Isa.35:4).
Peter Barnes is the editor of AP and
pastor at Revesby Presbyterian
Church NSW.
Originally published in Australian
Presbyterian

Focus on faith
J C RYLE

J.C. Ryle, at Grace
Gems, comments
on Luke 8:
Faith in Christ’s love and power is the
best remedy in time of trouble. We are
told that when Jesus heard the tidings,
that the ruler’s daughter was dead, He
said to him, “Fear not, believe only, and
she shall be made whole.” These words,

no doubt, were spoken with immediate
reference to the miracle our Lord was
going to perform. But we need not doubt
that they were also meant for the
perpetual benefit of the Church of Christ.
They were meant to reveal to us the
grand secret of comfort in the hour of
need. That secret is to exercise faith, to
fall back on the thought of Christ’s loving
heart and mighty hand – in one word,
to believe.
Let a petition for more faith form a
part of all our daily prayers. As ever we
would have peace, and calmness, and

Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL

November 1989
Permit me some tidbits I picked up as I sat
there at the Synodical “horseshoe.” One
elder moved a motion that a committee be
established consisting of “ministers and
elders, males and females.” When he was
rebuked for the “female” introduction to
the offices of the church, he quickly
changed it to “ministers, elders and all other
creatures, great and small.” We discussed
the issue of the colloquium doctum. We
differ here with our Australian brothers who
accept any ministers from a sister church
without a prior examination. I’m not quite
sure but I think it was one of the Australian
delegates who explained the difference.
“The RCA,” he said, “only check the teeth
while the Kiwis check the whole body.”
The boomerang is now soaring on its way
back with a little note attached to it for our
RCA colleagues, “To get back into step with
the rest of the international fraternity of
Reformed churches and also conduct a
colloquium doctum for those coming from
sister churches.” We did discuss the
substance of such an examination and
generally agreed in principle that this must

quietness of spirit, let us often say, “Lord,
increase our faith.” A hundred painful
things may happen to us every week in
this evil world, of which our poor weak
minds cannot see the reason. Without
faith we shall be constantly disturbed and
cast down. Nothing will make us cheerful
and tranquil but an abiding sense of
Christ’s love, Christ’s wisdom, Christ’s
care over us, and Christ’s providential
management of all our affairs. Faith will
not sink under the weight of evil tidings.
(Psalm. 112:7.) Faith can sit still and wait
for better times. Faith can see light even

not be the equivalent of a final peremptory
examination. It ought to focus on soundness
of doctrine, sanctity of life and knowledge
and appreciation of the practice and usage
of our churches.
We did run into the problem of para-church
organisations as abnormalities but, as we
heard someone murmur, “they are
blessed abnormalities.” On a number
of occasions the delegates had to
be reminded that Synod must
not set its own agenda and
introduce new material. In
discussing an overture on
Home Mission
Strategies and the
large amounts of
money that would
be involved in establishing mission posts
throughout the country, one elder was
heard to sigh, “It is not money that is the
problem; the real problem is people with
no vision.”
There are some strange souvenir hunters
about, even at Synod. The 1986 Synod left
some nice name cards for each church to
be placed on the tables for the next Synod.

in the darkest hour, and a needs-be for
the heaviest trial. Faith can find room to
build Ebenezer’s under any circumstances,
and can sing songs in the night in any
condition. “He that believes shall not
make haste.” “You will keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is staid on you.” (Isa.
28:16; 26:3.) Once more let the lesson
be engraved on our minds. If we would
travel comfortably through this world, we
must “believe.”

And that is what the
organisers for this Synod
did. We were well on our way
to voting in the moderamen for this
Synod when the Nelson delegation
arrived and there was no more room
at the tables. One of them waved his
Nelson name card, which he had taken
home three years before to make sure they
wouldn’t be missed out at the next synod!
It must have been contagious. When the
delegates left, the tables were cleared and
the name cards collected. Some had gone
missing again; this time four had disappeared,
including the Nelson one.
One church had designated the coming
Synod an Ecumenical Synod and it wasn’t
far off. Ecumene and inter-church relations
were issues of concern and we were greatly
blessed with the presence of some overseas
delegates. One of them remarked to me
when Synod was over that he felt that we
tended to lean a bit too much on him for
advice. I responded, “After all, your church
has a history of 140 odd years of experience
behind it, while we’ve not even reached
the 40-year mark.”
The editors of our denominational magazine
are daring to stick their necks out by mailing
a survey to all their readers for an assessment
of their magazine. Three pages of questions
will give the readers a fair chance of
expressing their opinions anonymously and
the editors of receiving the answers they
have been looking for (or not).
Both the Hastings and Tokoroa congregations
are putting out a community newsletter.
The Hastings church has prepared a neat
looking newsletter which includes an
invitation to the residents of a named
suburb to join them for worship and to
participate in their advertised activities. The
Tokoroa church has a monthly newsletter,
which they name The Standard. The first
issue was published in the local newspaper
and following issues will be dropped in
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letterboxes. They hope to put together a
mailing list of interested families in their
community. The Standard will be discussing
a number of every-day life issues in the light
of God’s Word.
The other day I passed an antiquated car
with two very old ladies in the front. On
the back window was as poster which read
“Support Wild Life, Throw a Party.” I waved
to them but got the thumbs down.

March 1990
Late last year we had a little pre-Christmas
break and holidayed on the Coromandel
Peninsula. The usual Sunday dilemma
cropped up. Where should we worship?
The choice was very limited in this little
township. We opted for the small
Presbyterian/Methodist church, which was
predominantly filled with grey-haired
people: a grey-haired minister and a greyhaired congregation of about 40 people.
Looking round the congregation, I agreed
with an observation in a “Grey Power”
magazine: “A pretty face on a young girl is
an accident of nature; a beautiful face on
an older woman is a lifetime’s work of art.”
Anyway, the average age of the worshippers
seemed to be about 65 and of these 95%
were women. I could not help thinking of
Rev. Deenick’s booklet, written in the early
’fifties, Will Presbyterianism Survive in New
Zealand? Another ten or fifteen years from
now and the doors of that church may well
be closed for good, unless God gives us a
revival.
I wonder how little we desire and pray
for a revival to come. Recent research by
Massey University found that only 17% of
the population attended church at least
once a month. When this figure was broken
down by denomination, the Roman Catholic
Church emerged as the largest sub-group
with 5% of the total population. Next came
the Fundamentalist churches, 3.4%;
Anglicans, 2.9%; Presbyterians, 2.5% and
the Baptists 1.9%. Interesting, isn’t it? Or
should we rather say, “Sad, isn’t it?”
To come back to that service in
Whitianga, I noticed that the preacher had
three points in his sermon and I also found
his address biblically sound. After the service,
when we disclosed that we belonged to
the Reformed Church, the pastor, Neville
Harris, told us that he had been at Geelong
for some studies. That explained his three
points and sticking to his text, maybe! He
also knows quite a few of our present pastors.
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Our latest Faith in Focus magazine had a
survey-questionnaire printed on the centre
pages with a deadline of two weeks for its
return. It should give the editor and
publication committee ample indication of
what the readers in our churches like to see
in their magazine. It was a pity that the
survey was not an insert; some readers will
have hesitated to tear out the middle pages
of the magazine.
Some of the smallest churches really show
the way in bringing the Gospel to their
communities. The Tokoroa church issues
a regular leaflet for distribution, The Standard.
It deals with everyday issues in the light of
God’s Word. I have been told their minister
regularly goes door knocking, bringing the
precious Gospel to the lost in Tokoroa.
A good number of the Foxton congregation
has been attending a one-to-one evangelism
course, prepared with audio-visual aids by
the Bible Society. I worshipped with them
in the evening service just when Guy Fawkes
was remembered and celebrated all around
us. As one member quipped to me after
the service, “You may mention that the
Foxton congregation is a real ‘cracker’
church.” It was touching for me to see
mother Dijkstra, the widow of the late Rev.
Dijkstra, the first minister of the Wellington
church (1953-58), surrounded by her three
grey-haired sons to help her to the car after
the worship service.
There is still more to write about our
churches, but I will leave some for my next
letter; the rest, as it will have lost its
relevance by then, will go the way of all old
paper!
For some of our churches, this past year
will have been the year of the locusts which
ate their patch bare and for others it will
have been the year and occasion of recalling
the many instances of God’s goodness and
the sufficiency of His grace. May God bless
us all, as we enter another period in the
timelessness of eternity.
Abridged

“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.”
Prov 1:7
We’re Looking for a …

Primary School
Teacher!
We’re looking for an enthusiastic,
committed teacher, who is going to
LOVE inspiring and motivating young
children to learn new skills, new
abilities, and expand their tiny minds
with all the greatness of God, His
creation, and His Word. We also want
this super enthusiastic teacher to
educate them, teach them to read and
write and do math, and generally be an
Educational Superhero.
Our ideal candidate is a Christian of the
Reformed persuasion, a committed
church goer, and has high personal and
professional standards.
Our school is a private, parentcontrolled independent school, in Upper
Hutt, New Zealand. We currently have a
roll of 24 students and offer education
to children from Christian families from
years 1-12. Due to our fantastically low
student to teacher ratio (5-10 students
per teacher), we offer opportunity for
quality one-on-one instruction, and
opportunities for teachers to nurture
Christian character and build meaningful
educational relationships with students.
If you are interested in being part of a
thriving and vibrant educational
community, and would like more
information on this position, we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact the school board
chairman:

Geoff Doyle

board@silverstreamchristian.school.nz
Phone: 027 630 8352
Address: 8 Blue Mountains Road,
Silverstream, Upper Hutt.

Books in focus

Act of Grace: The Power of
Generosity to Change Your Life, the
Church, and the World.
by James C. Petty. P&R, 2019.
Paperback, 339 pages, $13.50.
Reviewed by OP elder Gregory S. De
Jong.
James Petty boldly goes where pastors fear
to tread with this wide-ranging treatise on
Christians and their money. With surveys
showing that evangelical Christians give
only 3–4 percent of their income on average,
it appears that the church has ceded much
ground to worldly ideals about personal
finance and the purpose of money. Amidst
the daily onslaught of consumerism, should
our churches hope that their members will
“figure it out” on their own? Petty argues,
“Giving is not a necessary evil for running
a ministry; it is a divine grace to be cultivated,
and one in which we should excel . . .
intense spiritual battles are fought in this
area” (155).
With a central thesis that “the final
purpose of having money is to give” (27),
the book sets out to explore first what the
Bible teaches on the purpose of money and
secondly how a proper biblical understanding should be lived out, both in the church
and individually. Along the way, Petty offers
enticing glimpses of what the church might
accomplish if fueled by believers whose
giving better reflected the grace that they
have received.
The survey of biblical teaching in chapters
1–10 contains much that is fruitful. Petty
goes beyond a careful discussion of Old
Testament tithing to note other significant
regulations, such as the year of jubilee, that
God provided to guide his people in material
matters. Yet the author presses his thesis
too far at times, succumbing to occasional
exegetical lapses and speculation about the
motives of biblical characters. Chapter 1
declares, “Creation itself was a massive
project of pure giving” (33). The reader is
left wondering if this is Petty’s complete
understanding of the purpose of creation
until four pages later when he adds “God
created for himself and for us, so that we
can know and enjoy it [creation] for his
glory” (37).
Those occasional discordant notes were
made more palatable to me by favorable

references to Calvin and the doctrines of
grace, along with an extensive quote
regarding communion of the saints from
WCF 26. In asserting that Jesus’s teaching
about last-judgment rewards (Luke 6:37–38)
in no way conflicts with a proper understanding of justification (125), Petty cites
positively the OPC’s 2006 Report on
Justification.
Readers who embark on Act of Grace
hoping for some clarity to the “how should
we then live” question will be amply
rewarded in Part 2 as Petty develops the
implications of Part 1. After three
informative and well-paced chapters about
the Western church’s history of giving and
its role in society from the third century
through today, he concludes with five
chapters of well-reasoned, persuasively
argued application. Whether you are a
church officer wondering what to do about
a congregation that struggles to meet its
budget, a couple beset by financial pressures,
or an age fifty-plus Christian willing to be
challenged to greater generosity and
kingdom service, Petty is practical, on target,
and inspiring. One caution: this book may
indeed change your life, the church, and
perhaps even the world.
New Horizons, June 2020

The Whole Armor of God: How
Christ’s Victory Strengthens us for
Spiritual Warfare.
by Iain M. Duguid. Crossway, 2019.
Paperback, 128 pages, $10.29
(Amazon).
Reviewed by OP minister Douglas A.
Felch.
While a student at Wheaton College, in an
essay for Dr. Arthur Holmes, I made
reference to “the whole armor of God”
from Ephesians 6:11. A typo altered the
phrase to “the whole amour of God.” Dr.
Holmes circled the error with delight and
penned a memorable annotation: “Ah,
sweet amour! But love is not enough!”
This testimony is true and is confirmed
in Iain Duguid’s treatment of Ephesians
6:10–18. Up front, Duguid challenges us
that we are engaged in a cosmic battle for
which we must be properly equipped. As
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Paul reminds us, our battle is not with flesh
and blood, but against supernatural
principalities, powers, and the rulers of
darkness and wickedness. God prepares
us, not only with the same mighty power
by which he raised Jesus from the dead
(1:19–20), but also with armor appropriate
to enable us to stand despite our own
weakness and fear.
Duguid promotes two essential points
often absent in sermons or Bible studies on
this topic. First, the armor of Ephesians 6 is
actually God’s armor. We do not simply
receive it from him. It is armor that he
himself has worn as he defeated his enemies
and redeemed his people. Duguid carefully
supports this with numerous references
from the Old Testament, but especially the
book of Isaiah.
Second, he instructs us that Jesus wore
this same armor as he accomplished our
salvation. All the pieces point to Jesus. We
wear the armor of God worn by Christ
because Jesus wore it first. This enables us
to be strong in the Lord and the strength
of his might.
In successive chapters, Duguid unpacks
the significance of the various components
of the divine armor. Here are three short
summaries of what you will find there.
The “Breastplate of Righteousness”
(Isaiah 59:11) points to Jesus’s work of
redemption in which our sins were placed
upon the Suffering Servant and his positive
righteousness was imputed to us. Satan can
challenge our feeble attempts at obedience,
but is unable to penetrate the breastplate
of righteousness.
The “Helmet of Salvation” is rooted in
the description of the Divine Warrior of
Isaiah 59:17. In 1 Thessalonians 5:8, Paul
describes it more fully as “the hope of
salvation.” It provides the settled conviction
and confident assurance that what God has
begun in us he will complete in the day of
Jesus Christ.
The “Sword of the Spirit” emphasizes
the necessity of skillfully handling God’s
Word especially in the day of temptation.
We tend to feebly resist sin with soft defenses
like concern for what other people might
think. Duguid contrasts that with the
response of the master swordsman, Jesus,
to Satan in the wilderness. The assertions
of the Bible are words of steel that stab
temptation in the heart.
Duguid concludes his discussion in the
same way as Paul, by emphasizing the
necessity of prayer. In addition to wearing
his armor, as Christian soldiers we must be
in contact with our heavenly Father through
the instrumentality of prayer.
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I am happy to commend this thoughtful
book. It would serve well as a companion
volume for private devotions, or as an
excellent resource for an adult Sunday
school class or small group. To assist in such
usage, Duguid provides helpful discussion
questions at the end of each chapter, as
well a comprehensive Scripture index.
New Horizons, June 2020

The Good Name: The Power of
Words to Hurt or Heal
by Samuel T. Logan Jr. New Growth
Press, 2019. Paperback, 192 pages,
$14.85 (Amazon).
Reviewed by OP minister Andrew H.
Selle.
This book is no abstract discourse. The
author startles us with a personal confession
of sin and repentance regarding his violation
of the Ninth Commandment that led to the
end of his tenure as president of a major
Reformed seminary. In an excellent book
about godly communication, this fine scholar
and OP minister crystallizes what he learned
during his pilgrimage (1).
The first chapter, “The Power of Words,
Divine and Human,” lays a solid theological
foundation. God’s Word creates reality.
Whenever he speaks, something happens.
We can hardly overstate the implications
for our own speech. Because the ability to
communicate is a crucial feature of
humanity’s creation in God’s image, our
words also contain meaning and power.
Like God, people speak, and things happen.
Unlike God, sin pollutes human
communication, with disastrous results.
“God’s image becomes an anti-god” (17).
Our Lord’s warning should take our
breath away: “I tell you, on the day of
judgment people will give account for every
careless word they speak” (Matt. 12:36).
“Careless” words? We expect a stronger
adjective, like “evil” or “godless” or
“destructive.” But Jesus leaves us no excuse
for “rotten speech” of any kind (Eph. 4:29),
whether said mindlessly, or in anger, or
even with noble intent. Digital social media,
with its “online disinhibition effect” (83),

raises the stakes because any cyber
communication can become both global
and permanent. The author presents
invaluable guidelines for its proper use.
Our speech must be gracious (moved
by grace and offering grace) even with our
opponents – which is where we are most
tempted toward sinful communication. We
must speak in a godly manner with every
person. One gem to take home: “If, in the
end, I cannot agree with you on this subject,
what would you most like to see from me
and others who take my position?” (124).
Indeed, let’s carefully listen, affirm what
we can, and speak truthfully to all. We
should do the same when talking with a
fellow Christian, a Muslim, a Hindu, or an
atheist.
The writers of our Reformed standards
pastoral practicality of the Ninth
Commandment. Imagine a church
characterized by “the preserving and
promoting of truth between man and man,
and the good name of our neighbor, as well
as our own” (WLC Q. 144). Not only in the
church, but in the culture, we are salt and
light. The Holy Spirit transforms our
communication according to the template
of New Creation itself.
In all his labors over decades of ministry,
Dr. Logan nurtured a vast network of contacts
within the worldwide Reformed communion
and far beyond it. His book reflects that
rich experience. It also raises issues of
ecumenicity: How do we relate to professing
Christians whose doctrine and practice
differ from our own? Where are the limits?
Who decides them? The author’s strength
is his generosity and charitable judgments
toward any who credibly claim the identity
of Christian. If we err, let us err on the side
of acceptance (Rom. 15:7).
Yet every strength carries with it a
potential liability, and in this case, it might
be to pretend Christian unity when, at the
root, profound disagreements about core
convictions torpedo it. The author is well
aware of that sober reality, yet has taken
the risky path of engagement, dialogue,
and persuasion – and true Christian
fellowship whenever it is possible. He has
much to say, and when such a seasoned
and humble churchman learns from God,
the rest of us do well to listen.
New Horizons, June 2020

Focus on current affairs

Linguistic Lunacy:
‘Mothers’ To Be
Replaced With
‘People Who Have
Given Birth’
Kevin Simington | June 14, 2021
Various government departments in the
United States are ditching many “genderist”
common nouns and replacing them with
supposedly less-offensive descriptors. For
instance, in many official government
documents, the noun “mothers” is being
replaced with “people who have given
birth”, and “women” is being replaced
with “people who menstruate”. Seriously
– I’m not making this up!
But surely, these new “inclusive” terms

are much LESS inclusive and are, in fact,
extremely pejorative. What about older
women who no longer menstruate? Are
they now a different gender? Are they an
inferior class of female? Must we refer to
them as “people who used to menstruate”? And what was so discriminatory
about the term “women” anyway? Surely
no-one actually got offended by that term.
In fact, trans people use it all the time.
Biological males who now supposedly
identify as female are regularly declaring,
“I identify as a woman”. They apparently
don’t have any problem with the nouns,
“woman” or “women”. In fact, by using
the new descriptor, “people who
menstruate”, aren’t we discriminating
against trans-women (biological males
who think they are females)? They can’t
menstruate, so what do we now call them
– “people who wish they could
menstruate”?
And what about the new term for
“mothers” – “People who have given
birth”? What about all those poor women
– oops, I mean “people who menstruate
or used to menstruate or who wish they
could menstruate” – who can’t give birth?
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Surely this is just rubbing their noses in
their own inability to have children.
This morning, after I brushed my teeth,
I took my wife a cup of tea in bed. Oops,
I really shouldn’t use some of those terms.
There are lots of people who have no
teeth who would get offended by my
mention of my own teeth. And homeless
people don’t own a bed or possibly even
a cup, so I mustn’t offend them either.
Here’s how that sentence should now
read:
This morning, after I brushed my “bony
oral protrusions used for masticating” I
took my “person who used to menstruate
to whom I am bound in matrimony” a
“small receptacle for the conveying and
consumption of liquid” of tea in “large
article of furniture used for slumber and
rest”.
There. That’s much better.
Like Alice in Wonderland, we are
falling down a rabbit hole where imbecilic
lunacy is the order of the day and
common sense has flown out the window.
Kevin Simington (B.Th. Dip. Min.) is a
theologian, apologist and social
commentator. He is the author of 12
books, and his latest, “7 Reasons to
Believe”, is now available.

3 Years After
Masterpiece, The
Jack Phillips Case
Continues
Chris Potts | June 14, 2021

Few things in life compare to the feeling
of triumph that comes with winning a
great victory – in sports, in business, in
politics…and in a court of law. Three
years ago this week, Jack Phillips
experienced that feeling in full when the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in his favor in
Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil
Rights Commission.
The triumph would be short-lived.
Three weeks later, the Colorado Civil
Rights Division announced another
decision of the kind that had precipitated
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that original court case. In that case, Jack
had declined to create a custom wedding
cake for a same-sex ceremony; he would
not promote a message celebrating
something the Bible rejects. Jack contended
that his freedoms of speech and religion
protected his right as an artist to decide
what messages he would and would not
use his talents to communicate.
This time, Colorado officials would be
looking into Jack’s decision not to create
another custom cake – blue on the outside,
pink on the inside, to celebrate a gender
transition – for a Denver attorney, Autumn
Scardina, who identifies as transgender.
Ironically (but perhaps not accidentally),
that cake order had come in a year earlier,
amid the uproar in the cakeshop as Jack’s
family and friends celebrated news that the
Supreme Court had agreed to hear Jack’s
original case.
When Jack declined to create a cake
conveying the message Scardina wanted,
Scardina filed a formal complaint against
him with the Civil Rights Division. Jack,
notified of the complaint, alerted his ADF
attorneys, who filed a response on his behalf.
The Division launched its investigation,

privately mulled whether to press charges,
and then sat on that decision for six months
– waiting to see how the high court would
rule in Jack’s first case.
Somehow, the Supreme Court’s ruling
that the Colorado Civil Rights Commission
had violated Jack’s constitutional rights –
first, by viewing his religious beliefs with
extreme prejudice, and secondly, by
applying a different legal standard to his
case than to other, similar ones – failed to
make any impression on state officials.
They immediately began proceedings
against Jack on this second, virtually
identical case, while bringing the same
prejudices and double standards to bear.
That, in turn, prompted ADF to file a
federal lawsuit against the state on Jack’s
behalf, seeking a permanent injunction by
blocking the state from enforcing its
anti-discrimination laws against him – since
those laws clearly intruded on Jack’s
constitutional rights.
The ensuing legal duel – the state’s civil
rights case v. Jack’s federal lawsuit – came
to an abrupt end when a transcription of
a Civil Rights Commission meeting held
several weeks after the Supreme Court
decision revealed new blatant prejudice
of the commissioners against Jack and his
beliefs. Their comments affirmed what
ADF attorneys had asserted in the federal
case…so the state agreed to drop their
latest case against Jack, if Jack would drop
his countersuit.
Thus ended Masterpiece II – another
victory – nine months after Jack’s win at
the high court.
Three months later – two years ago this
week – Scardina filed a new version of this
case. This time, Scardina filed in Colorado
state district court, asking for financial
compensation. That case was heard a little
less than three months ago, and Jack
awaits the verdict of the court.
Masterpiece III has proven to be the
most personal of the legal onslaughts against
Jack’s rights. For one thing, this one
required not only that he testify in open
court, but that his wife and daughter do
so, too. It’s also brought him into face-toface encounters with the person so

determined to punish him for his beliefs.
Sitting in a meeting before the trial
began, Scardina assured Jack that, should
Jack somehow win his third case in a row,
Scardina would be back in short order
with another custom cake request…and
another lawsuit.
So, for Jack, as for the rest of us, every
day begins the struggle all over again. As
much as we celebrate the sweet victories,
we know that the challenges keep coming.
We measure our wins not by the cessation
of conflict, but by the knowledge that our

Lord’s mercies indeed never cease, that
His strength is sufficient, and that His
purposes are being accomplished.
And that the great and good God who
brought us through the last trial is with us
in today’s, as well.
Chris Potts is a senior writer for Alliance
Defending Freedom, sharing stories of
Christians who stand up for the sanctity of
life, marriage and family, and religious
freedom.
https://mychristiandaily.com/

Faith in Focus

23

