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I would hazard a guess that this month’s theme may be deemed a negative
way to start this new year, AD2021. However, it is an ever relevant topic since
man fell from grace and sought to enthrone himself as King. What a fatal and
ill-conceived action – one that would separate man from God the Creator, and
divide all men everywhere throughout history, until the Lord Jesus comes again.
It would be overstating matters to suggest that we are experiencing
something new in our time, even with the rise of neo-paganism, overt
ungodliness, unparalleled sexual perversity and ideologies that make your
head spin and more.
As we look down the corridors of time, there have always been things
which would capture the attention of the masses, and our time is really no
different in that respect.
I remember in the 70s or 80s a song entitled “In the Living Years” began
with the lyrics “Every generation blames the one before and all of their
frustrations come beating on your door …”. It sounds so familiar doesn’t it?
Someone else is at fault! Yet another generation has risen up shaking their
fist toward Heaven!
I would suggest that the first and biggest of the problems is not just
atheism and every other ism that exists, but the rejection of the one true
God and His Messiah, Jesus. Actually, that is where the problems really
begin. Because, as they replace the Creator with the creature there is a
response of judgement from God, where people are given over to futility in
their reasoning and the darkening of their senseless hearts. And so God gives
them over to a depraved mind … .
We live in a culture of death, where euthanasia or the killing of the
unborn up to birth are touted as a human right. LGBTQI+ is considered
normal and woe to you if you do not agree. And, whatever you do, BE
KIND.
We need to engage with this fist waving people, so it would help if we
learn to understand why they think the way they do. Without knowing it,
they are in rebellion against the Lord, and they need to be told so in a
gracious and uncompromising manner. They need the gospel too.
Our contributors provide us with articles to help us engage with and
understand those who conspire against the Lord and His Anointed. S.D.G.
Mr Ben McDonald reasons how and why we need to engage with
unbelievers.
Mr Pieter van Huyssteen defends the validity of faith and reason.
Mr Sjirk Bajema exposes the spirit behind the spirit of the age.
The National Dioconate reports on the ACCESS program in India.
Challies continues the column on Christian character.
Focus on faith has Thomas Manton on seeking first the Kingdom of God.
Focus on home produces the gleanings from around the churches and
reports from the Auckland and Wellington presbyteries.
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Analyzing the spirit of the age
BEN MCDONALD

Engaging an
unbelieving world
Several years ago I worked for Inland
Revenue’s child support debt recovery
team. My role was to engage parents who
fell behind in paying their child support
and attempt to secure a commitment to
pay their debt.
As you might imagine, this was a
difficult and challenging job. It’s rare that
people want to hear from an Inland
Revenue debt collector. And some really
don’t want to hear from you!
Many recognised their obligations but
had genuine difficulty meeting them.
Some wanted to do what was right. Others
contested what was right. Some were
indifferent about it all. Others were
distressed and outright hostile, burdened
by a deep sense of injustice. And
occasionally, some people pleasantly
surprised you.
It’s quite similar when engaging our
culture with the gospel.
Our society consists of diverse people
from diverse backgrounds, having diverse
beliefs, diverse problems and experiences.
But if we imagine every non-Christian is
hostile, our thinking will be shaped more
by our assumptions than by reality. That
will tend to produce one of two responses:
fight or flight. Avoid or avenge.
Some people certainly are hostile; but
many aren’t. Some are friendly and polite,
but indifferent. Some are ‘spiritual’ but
not religious. Some are ‘religious’ but not
spiritual. Some are wounded and weary.
All are made in God’s image and in need
of God’s grace.
So why and how should we engage
our culture with the gospel, a message it
often thinks it doesn’t need?
Why we should engage
Quite simply, Jesus our Lord expects us
to.
Teaching the crowds and his disciples,

Jesus said: “You are the salt of the earth,
but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good
for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet.”1
Jesus also commands us to. “You are
the light of the world. A city on a hill
cannot be hidden… In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven.”2
The life of faith isn’t meant to be
secreted behind closed doors or
buried in the ground, as the

fearful servant in the parable of the talents
discovered. His master assessed him as
wicked, lazy and worthless.3
Rather, Christians and the church
shine as lights in the midst of a crooked
and twisted generation.4
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To face hostility you
need a heart that
finds its security in
God – not in yourself
or a comfortable
world or a
government you like
or anything else. This
we have in Christ
alone. He is Lord.
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The early church was subject to intense
hostility at times, initially from misplaced
Jewish zeal and then from the Roman
channels of power and its supporters. It
was this environment and beyond that
Jesus sent his workers into, cultivating and
extracting his plentiful harvest.
In our country it’s rare for a
Christian’s life to be genuinely
threatened solely because of our faith.
Other forms of hostility are evident, like
‘cancel culture’. This happens when the
masses publicly shame anyone who goes
against the grain of the current tide of
progressive values, especially those with
a high-profile platform. Boycotts, memes
and insults are shared, liked and spread
via social media in order to invalidate
or ‘cancel’ that person. A bit like what
the crowds, egged on by the Jewish

leaders, tried to do to Jesus and the
early church.
Cancel culture, as well as cultural
indifference to the gospel in general, are
not exemptions to the command and
mission of Christ. We live in the world
as it is, and not as we’d like it to be.
But it certainly can be difficult.
Why it’s difficult
Two broad challenges make it difficult
for us today; one external and the other
internal.
First, externally, our culture is often
described now as post-Christian. Much
of modern western society, and sadly
even the western church, believes it has
outgrown the historic Christian faith it
was profoundly shaped by. The Bible
and its message are assumed to be
obsolete and irrelevant, made redundant
by scientific and technological
development paired with an
individualistic mind-set, the ultimate aim
of which is self-expression and
self-fulfilment.
In this cultural context, some argue
that religious belief is oppressive or even
dangerous, and oppose it vigorously.
Others are willing, in theory at least, to
tolerate religion to the extent that it
doesn’t interfere with cultural progress or
impinge upon individual rights and
freedoms. But if it does, look out.
It’s certainly difficult to engage a
culture that assumes it knows what the
gospel is and doesn’t see a need for it.
A second challenge is inward, within
our own hearts and minds. This is always
the primary challenge.
We see Christian virtue continually
being eroded. Society’s moral compass
has shifted. We fear the further loss of
influence in and access to the public
square. Our hearts and minds succumb
to a defeatist mentality, as though Christ
is no longer Lord.
With this mind-set cultural
engagement seems like an exercise in
futility and beats a sullen and defeated
retreat. It may even lead you to think
that Christianity is irrelevant and should
be kept private.
These challenges aren’t really new.
The internal and external struggles are a
part of life in a fallen world. The
pre-Christian world disdained the message
of Christ crucified as much as many in
our post-Christian society do today.
So what encouragement and resources
do we have, then, for engaging our
culture?

How we overcome
Since I’ve been in New Zealand, I’ve
discovered that it’s near impossible to
convince Kiwis that Australian Rules
football is far superior to rugby or soccer.
For some reason, they don’t want to
listen!
In a similar way, people are unlikely
to engage with Christianity simply because
we assert it to be true and right. This
kind of engagement lends itself to an
adversarial approach. Few have the
inclination for it.
For example, several years ago I had
a discussion with a couple who asked
me about homosexuality. My answer
began with, “Well, the Bible says…” This
answer didn’t resonate with them for the
simple reason that they didn’t believe the
Bible. In their eyes, the Bible isn’t God’s
word, through which God speaks. Rather,
they saw it as an ancient book that is no
longer relevant.
What led them to ask the question,
though, was that they had noticed that
people in our church take their faith
seriously. They never saw this in the state
church in their own country.
This is what Jesus means when he
says ‘Let your light shine.’ Live your faith
consistently and with integrity. Nothing
undermines your credibility more than
hypocrisy.
Recognise also that cultural
engagement requires a prepared heart.
That means knowing Christ as Lord of all
and that he is Lord of your heart. The
heart that knows Christ as Lord is humble
before him and also before other people,
because we are sinners saved by grace
alone. Yet it is also bold, because nothing
can separate us from the love of Christ.
It is therefore able to give an answer with
gentleness and respect to anyone who
asks for the reason we have hope.5
To face hostility you need a heart that
finds its security in God – not in yourself
or a comfortable world or a government
you like or anything else. This we have
in Christ alone. He is Lord.
One of my favourite sayings in
Scripture is ‘Don’t be afraid.’ Ask the Lord
to impress upon your heart just how good
he is and how secure you are in his loving
hand.
Some hopefully helpful hints
I think many of us would love to engage
our culture more than we do, but believe
we lack the right words to do so. We’re
not really sure how to go about it or what
answers to give to tricky questions.

Here are some tips I’ve picked up
and try to put into practise.
Ask people about their experience of
church. I’m always amazed at how many
people grew up in a church or have had
some exposure to it.
Just recently, I met with a film-maker
who has made a documentary aimed at
keeping kids safe online, something that
is much needed today. During our
discussion he mentioned that he had
been raised in a church and was
super-keen for a while. Well, that’s an
invitation to probe! But with gentleness
and respect of course.
So I asked what made him leave. In
his extensive travels overseas, he
concluded that faith is culturally
conditioned; if you were born in a
predominantly Islamic country, you’re
likely to be a Muslim; likewise for a
Buddhist or a Hindu or a Christian.
“But wouldn’t that mean that your
film is just an exercise in cultural
conditioning?” I asked. And that led to a
good discussion about morals and
whether we can have morals without
God.
Did he become a Christian? Not that
I know of. But that’s not up to me or
you. Hopefully it will lead to another
discussion and an opportunity to speak
more of Christ. Regardless of whether he
becomes a believer or not, though,
cultural engagement has happened. Light
has been given.
Another approach is to tell people
why you are a Christian, or how knowing
Jesus has changed or benefitted you.6
What difference has following Jesus made
to how you see yourself and the world?
Telling people you are a Christian or
that you go to church can be enhanced
by also sharing what you love about it.
The hopes, desires and longings of the
human heart – love, joy, truth, peace,
justice7 – are ultimately found in Christ
and are addressed in God’s word.
For example, I didn’t really know what
love was, or how to love, until I discovered
God’s love in Jesus. I thought I knew. But
what I knew was actually self-love, which
is not really love at all. And having
discovered God’s love, I realise I’ve still
got a lot to learn.
And when you come up against that
person who wants to nail you with their
seemingly brilliant defeater argument or
accuse you of bigotry, you can simply
ask: “But what if there’s more to it than
you realise? Why do you think justice
matters? Why is love better than hate?

Why should anyone be kind? Why do
you believe that?” Listen carefully and
agree where you can. To get a hearing
you often need to give one.
Asking good, thoughtful questions can
sometimes disarm an aggressive
interlocutor and lead to meaningful
engagement. But not always! And in that
case, then it’s wiser to not answer a fool
according to his folly lest you be like him
yourself.8
And for that especially obnoxious or
ignorant person,9 I might say, again, with
gentleness and respect: “Do you want to
be a wise person or a foolish person, an
informed person or an ignorant person?”10
Conclusion
With regard to what we say, there’s no
cookie cutter approach to cultural
engagement.
With regard to how and why we
engage, be guided by God’s word and
let the Lord rule your heart and mind.
And remember what Jesus says in John
16:33, “In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; I have
overcome the world.”
Notes
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Matt 5:13
Matt 5:14-16
Matt 25:14-30
Phil 2:15
1 Pet 3:15
See Mark 5:19
People in our culture misconstrue these and
look for them in things and ways that can’t
provide them. But they know they want them
and desire them greatly.
8 Prov 26:4
9 See Prov 26:5
10 This would be a question that I would ask to
anyone who says Christians, Jews and Muslims
worship the same God or that religion causes
wars.
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Analyzing the spirit of the age
PIETER VAN HUYSSTEEN

Faith and Reason:
a Christian epistemology
for laymen
Imagine that, somewhere on this planet, in a deep valley surrounded by
high mountains and dense bush, there lives a tribe – yes, a group of
people that has never seen modern civilisation. They don’t know about
cars, planes, TV’s, cell phones, and computers.
Then, one night, when this whole tribe is fast asleep, someone from
the developed world very quietly, quickly and secretly flies a large drone
into their valley and drops the following three things in the centre of
their village: a microwave oven, a power generator with petrol in its tank,
and a manual describing in pictures how to start the generator and how
to connect it with the microwave, and how to operate the microwave!
In the morning just after sunrise, there’s a great commotion in the
village, for every single member of that tribe has come to inspect these
strange objects!
And every respected person in that tribe gives his opinion as to what
he thinks these things are, what their functions are, and what should be
done with them.
One person even manages to open the microwave’s door and says,
“O what a nice nest for my hen!”
His wife looks at the microwave’s cord and says, “This chicken’s nest
even has a rope by which we could fasten it to a tree.”
Then another man manages to unscrew the petrol cap on the
generator’s tank, sticks his finger in and licks it off saying, “Wow, what
strong medicine!”
But then along comes a very quiet, not-highly-esteemed, yet wise
tribesman. He picks up the manual, looks at the pictures and diagrams
inside, then points at the microwave and generator with their two power
cords and says, “Looking at the pictures in this book, I think we are
meant to connect these two things together by their funny tails!”
Sadly, just then the tribe’s chief comes and smacks the manual right
out of this unpopular man’s hand, saying, “Nonsense!” “What do you
know?” “I’m the chief!” “My word counts!”
Next, the chief orders his men to carry the microwave and generator
to his hut where they will further inspect it. However, as for the manual,
they saw no use for it. So, they threw it away into the bush. Little did
that chief and his men know that they had just thrown away their only
help to understanding what those two items were and what they were
to be used for. Yes, that tribe’s only external source of information – a
source from outside their ‘world,’ a book written by the maker of the
microwave and generator – had just been chucked away in ignorance!
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Why have I sketched this picture?
Because, from the age of the ancient
Greeks1 up to more modern times,2 atheist
philosophers have constantly rejected the
only source which we have from outside
the universe – the Bible.3 And so, to use
a term from the Bible-book of Ecclesiastes,
these philosophers have always tried to
understand the world from a mere ‘underthe-sun’ perspective! Indeed, they have
had the same approach as that of the
tribal chief and his men referred to in
my illustration above. Thus, the result is
that these philosophers have failed to
come up with a truthful and watertight
understanding4 of where we have come
from, why we are here, and where we
are going! Yes, every time one atheist
philosopher thought his theories made
complete sense, another philosopher
came and pointed out the flaws and
shortcomings in the previous
philosopher’s theories!5
If only they would pick up the Bible
– man’s only authentic, extra-cosmic
source of information! That would have
given them that above-the-sun viewpoint
they have always been craving!6
Well, it’s not just atheist philosophers
who have been floundering about
because they refused to pick up the only
above-the-sun book; no, atheist scientists
have also been doing the same thing!
And, sadly, some readers of this article
will have family members who might be
studying under such atheist scientists!
Here’s what many an atheist scientist has
said (and is saying): “Science is reason,
and reason is science! But, as for faith –
well that’s something altogether different!”
But is this so? Is science all reason,
and faith robbed of all reason!?
Shortcomings and Shortsightedness of Under-the-Sun
Reasoning
Some scientists may claim that reason is
science, and that science is reason, but
look, there are certain realities that even
scientists, with all their reasoning and

empirical research, however good these
may be, simply cannot examine or
understand – let alone explain.
Here is the first such reality (and, wow,
what a painful reality) – death! Yes, how
can anyone, through mere under-the-sun
reasoning and hands-on tests and
experiments, explain why there had to
be death in this world – why we could
not have been made to live forever in
these, our earthly bodies?
Here’s a second reality which beats
all scientific research and under-the-sun
reasoning – sin. Why did there have to
be sin in the world? Okay, some might
want to argue that there is no sin in the
world, but that sin was invented by the
Judeo-Christian faith in order to make up
the need for a Saviour! But what foolish
reasoning that is! I mean, if you don’t
want to call sin ’sin,’ then let’s call it ’evil.’
And which scientist who watches the
evening news, can honestly say that
there’s no evil in this world and that
his/her marriage is bereft of even the
tiniest speck of evil?
Well, here’s a third reality which no
scientist with his/her reason can explain
– morals (ethical standards)!In other
words, how did it come about that man,
regardless of colour or creed, has an
inborn knowledge of what’s right and
what’s wrong?
Here’s a fourth reality which defies
all under-the-sun reasoning – God! After
all, how could any scientist, by using all
five of his senses (as one should in all
empirical research), get to know God?
After all, God is Spirit and therefore cannot
be seen, heard, touched, smelled or
tasted!
See? See how there are realities which
the scientist, by relying only on his senses
and reasoning, cannot examine, measure,
understand or explain?
So, if someone argues that science is
reason, and reason is science – yes, that
the scientist will only believe that which
he can test and verify by his five senses
and reasoning – then there still remains
out there a whole field of study with
realities which the best scientific efforts
in the world will never be able to measure!
Well, so far regarding that which the
five human senses and sheer under-thesun reasoning cannot understand or
explain – realities of the spiritual realm.
But what about the realm which scientists
claim they can measure and examine by
their five senses – the physical realm? Are
the scientists doing well even in this
measurable realm? Hardly! After all, here

is a serious flaw in the conclusions to
which intelligent, reasoning scientists have
come – and that even in the empirical
realm where all the senses can be used!
I’m referring to a basic and vital truth (a
controlling idea)7 of all scientific inquiry
– i.e. that out of nothing, nothing can
come!8
You see, everyone in the world accepts
this basic fact! The systematic theologian
Robert Reymond points out how even in
a song from the Sound of Music, Maria
sings, “Nothing comes from nothing,
nothing ever could…!”9 Now, although
the rest of Maria’s song reveals some real
bad theology,10 at least these words reveal
excellent science and logic – “Nothing
comes from nothing, nothing ever
could…”
Yet, despite this accepted truth, great
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is the number of scientists who claimed
that the universe ballooned accidentally
out of the endless void of eternity; that
the universe created itself “spontaneously
from nothing as a result of established
principles of physics;” that “even if you
have nothing, there’s something going
on;” that the cosmos created itself and
is still busy to create itself.”11
With respect to these scientists, their
findings sound more like the words of
amateurs rather than statements issued
by serious scientists! See the lengths at
which sinful man (even intellectual
reasoning man) will go just to avoid the
reality and existence of God? How
shocking to think that intelligent
researchers can say that something comes
out of nothing!
Perhaps someone will say, “But hang
on, preacher, are you Christians not
making the same blunder when you claim
that God created out of nothing!?”Aha,
when we say there was nothing before
God created, we have to remember that
there was not totally nothing. After all,
there was God!
So, yes, there was nothing – nothing
that had already been created! Yet, there
was God!12
Well, here’s a question: What if the
absurd reasoning of these scientists were
right – that there’s no God, and that the
universe (including human beings) came
about by chance? If that were true, what
a sad day then for men and women on
earth. After all, then it would have meant
that human beings (including you, my
reader, and I) had no worth and dignity;
that there’s no such thing as human
morality (right versus wrong); that we
would just have been caught up in the
irrationality of chaos and eternal night;
that we would just have been ’codes‘ (or
ciphers) drowning in a meaningless sea
of ’codes!’13Yes, that would have been
our horrible fate if the thinking of atheist
scientists and philosophers were true!
Then man would have been reduced to
a beast.
This brings me to this inevitable
question: Why do some people, like the
atheist scientist or philosopher, keep on
avoiding and rejecting God?
Because, deep down inside, they
know that as soon as they accept the
existence of God, they would have to
accept God’s standards and the reality
(and consequences) of their sins. And
that’s exactly what they want to avoid at
all cost – even if it means that, by their
God-less theories, they destroy their own
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significance as human beings!
And such people will do anything to
temporarily make themselves feel
significant, such as: the heaping up of
possessions or the love of the arts or
sexual promiscuity or drugs or therapies
– things that have become their ’gods.’
Yes, some who have come to see the
cosmos as the creator of itself, might even
knowingly or unknowingly reverence the
cosmos as their god! And so, they are
doing exactly what the Apostle Paul has
described in Romans 1:25, “They
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things
rather than the Creator…” (Rm 1:25).
Meanwhile, the shocking reality is that
this God-less science is taught in most
schools and universities in western
civilisation – also where some of our
children and youth study!
So far regarding the shortcomings and
short-sightedness of under-the-sun
reasoning (just like that of the tribal chief
and his nobles). Here now is the question:
Is the Christian’s faith without (bereft of
all) reason?
Genesis 1 and 2 – Our Abovethe-Sun Source of Information
Genesis 1 and 2 (and, for that matter,
the whole Bible) carries with it a
self-evidencing nature. Yes, what these
two chapters say – and the way in which
they say it – gives evidence of the fact
that they’re a source of information from
outside our cosmos – a source that we
must take seriously!14Why do I say this?
Firstly, because the creation account
of Genesis 1 and 2 is vastly different and
superior to all other creation stories of
ancient peoples. Yes, when you read what
all peoples around Ancient Israel have
written about their gods and the creation
of the world, one clear thing that strikes
you is the petty human ways in which
they describe their gods. These are gods
with purely human traits –gods filled with
jealousy of one another; gods who, in
Greek mythology, live in sexual
immorality.15Also the ancient Babylonian
creation myth reveals gods with human
traits. Indeed, the “Enuma Elish” describes
how gods fought one another and, in
jealousy and anger, killed the god Kingu
from whose blood they then formed
man.16
In stark contrast to these gods invented
by man’s under-the-sun imagination, the
very first verse of the Bible (Gen 1:1)
boldly – yet without elaboration – states,
“In the beginning God created the

heavens and the earth.” No explanation
needed! Just factual! The Sovereign God
who rises far above all human imagination,
and who does not need to explain any
of His actions, He created! Fact! Done!
And to be accepted!
Secondly, chapters one through eleven
of Genesis give self-evidencing proof that
they describe real history, for example,
in these chapters alone there are 64
geographical terms, 88 personal names,
48 generic names, and at least 21
identifiable cultural terms (terms like: gold,
bdellium, onyx, brass, bitumen, mortar,
brick, stone, harp, pipe, cities, towers).
Do not all these names suggest that the
author of Genesis was describing the real
world that we know, and not a world
belonging to someone’s imagination, or
a myth?
Thirdl y, the so-cal l ed “WawConsecutive Construction.” This is a
construction which the Hebrew language
uses for historical narrative. And it uses
this construction for example in the
Genesis chapters that give the accounts
of the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph – accounts which the vast majority
of scholars accept as true and factual
history. Well, this same waw-consecutive
construction is also used in Genesis 1 and
2, which means that the author of Genesis
1 and 2 regarded the creation account
to be on the same level of historicity as
the accounts of Israel’s patriarchs.
Fourthly, the use of the word
“generations” (also to be translated as
“descendants”). In Genesis chapters 12
through to 50, the author of Genesis uses
the phrase no less than five times, e.g.
“These are the descendants of Ishmael
son of Abraham…” (Gn 25:12); “These
are the descendants of Isaac, son of
Abraham…” (Gn 25:19); “These are the
descendants of Esau…” (Gn 39:1 and 9);
“These are the descendants of Jacob” (Gn
37:2). Why is the use of this word so
significant? Well in using the word
descendants, the Hebrew author of
Genesis describes the descendants of real
historical people. But here is the
significance: The author of Genesis also
uses the very same word in chapter 2 to
describe the descendants of cosmos when
he says (in Gn 2:4), “These are the
generations/descendants of the heavens
and the earth when they were created,
in the day that Yahweh God made the
earth and the heavens.”
See? If the author of Genesis uses this
word to describe the descendants of real
historical people, why will he then use

this very same word to describe the
descendants of the cosmos if not also to
indicate the historical reality of the making
of the cosmos?
Fifthly, all of Scripture regards this
account of man’s early beginnings and
doings as reliable history. Indeed, the
Genesis account of creation is referred to
many times elsewhere in the Old and
New Testaments – at least twenty-six
times.17 In every single one of these
instances the Genesis account of creation
is taken as a reliable record of what God
did in the beginning. Thus, to call into
question the historical reliability of Genesis
1 and 2 is to call into question the
trustworthiness of all of Scripture’s
testimony on the issue of origins.
Sixthly, the genealogical lists, which
we find in 1 Chronicles 1 and in Luke
3, regard the names from Abraham back
to Adam just as historically reliable as the
names of all of Abraham’s offspring – yes,
even down to our Lord Jesus Christ!
Seventhly, our Lord Jesus Himself (in
Mt 19:4-5 and Mk 10:6-8) talks about
the creation of man in such a way that
it’s clear that even He, as Son of God,
took Genesis 1 and 2 to be real history.
See how, for at least these seven
reasons (for there may be more), we
believe in the historicity of Genesis 1 and
2? And the same is true of our belief in
the rest of the Bible – a belief that is
neither reasonless nor blind!18
And here’s the greatest blessing – that
the biblical explanation as to the origins
of the cosmos defines men and women
in such a way that they possess genuine
worth and dignity – to the praise of God’s
glory,19 for they have been made in His
image!
To refer back to that illustration we
had in the introduction, Genesis 1 and
2 (and for that matter, the whole Bible)
is that vital out-of-our-world manual/book
without which we will never – not even
with the best reason/effort – understand
how we came into existence, why we
are here, and where we are going to!
Question: Can the Christian force or
make others believe the Genesis 1-2
account? Can the Christian, by his
apologetics (defence/reasoning) work faith
in the sceptic’s heart? No! Only God can!
Of course, God can and may use our
informed witness, but ultimately, it is God
who through His Holy Spirit powerfully
draws people to Jesus Christ (and to faith
in the Bible and the Genesis account)!
That being the case, what shall the
Christian do as he/she witnesses to others?

Pray! Indeed, ask God to, if it’s His will,
work faith in the hearts of those to whom
we humbly explain the message of this
above-the-sun Book!
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1 The age of Plato and Aristotle
2 The times of Descartes, Kant, Hegel,
Kierkegaard
3 “The entire history of philosophy up to more
recent times may be summarized as precisely
man’s rational effort, beginning with himself
and accepting no outside help, to ‘examine’
enough of certain chosen particularities of the
universe – particularities both subjective and
objective, ideal and material, mental and
nonmental – to find the universals which give
to these particularities their meaning. To be
somewhat specific, men have attempted to
come to knowledge and then to justification
of their claims to knowledge via the
epistemological methods of rationalism or
empiricism” (Reymond, R.L. 1998. A new
systematic theology of the Christian faith. 2nd
revised ed. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. p.112).
4 A watertight epistemology. (Just as, e.g. Biology
is the study of life, so, one could say, is
Epistemology the study of knowledge/
understanding regarding how the universe
came about, and how the universe is running
its course, and whereto it is going).
5 For example, how Immanuel Kant’s philosophy
pointed out the weaknesses in Descartes’
philosophy; how Hegel’s philosophy pointed
out the weaknesses in Kant’s philosophy; how
Kierkegaard’s philosophy pointed out the
shortcomings in Hegel’s philosophy. For a
quick introduction to these philosophers and
their philosophies, cf. e.g. Reymond
(ibid:113-116).
6 I love the Archimedes illustration given by
Reymond (ibid:111 n.1), “When Archimedes,
the Greek mathematician, working with the
simple machine of the lever, said, ‘Give me [a
place] where I may stand [ποῦστῶ] and I will
move the world,’ he was asking for a base for
his lever’s fulcrum necessarily outside the
cosmos. So the Bible is the Christian’s
extracosmic base for knowledge and
meaning.”
Indeed, without an extra-cosmic source of
information, no human being will ever
understand the origins (and the reasons for
the existence) of this cosmic reality (this world
“under the sun”).
7 In Latin: “sine qua non.”
8 In Latin, “ex nihilo, nihil fit.”
9 Reymond (ibid:119-120)
10 The words, “So, somewhere in my youth or
childhood, I must have done something
good.”
11 All these statements referred to and quoted by
Reymond (ibid:120-121).
12 “Some profound philosophical questions flow
from the concept of creation ex nihilo.
Although there was no preexistent material
out of which God ordered the universe, it is
not as if there was absolutely nothing. Ex
nihilo means that there was no substantive or
physical reality, but obviously there was
always God himself and his spiritual reality”
(Sproul, R.C. 2006. The truth we confess. (In:
Sproul, R.C. ed. Truths we confess: a layman’s
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guide to the Westminster Confession of Faith –
in three volumes. Vol. I (chapters 1-8 of the
Confession) Phillipsburg, NJ : P&R Publishing.
p.118)).
My adaptation of the words of Reymond
(ibid:124 and 126).
Yes, as Reymond (ibid:119) says, “We may
encounter difficulties in interpreting some of
the details of Genesis 1 and 2 simply because
we are working exegetically and
hermeneutically with highly circumscribed,
greatly compressed, nontechnical narrative
accounts of the beginning of the universe, but
these interpretive difficulties are infinitely to
be preferred to the scientific and
philosophical difficulties which confront those
modern interpreters who propound
nontheistic solutions to the question of the
origin of the universe.”
Various Internet articles give a clear picture of
this. See, e.g. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Adonis
For Ancient Near Eastern myths, legends and
epics from the Egyptians, Sumerians,
Akkadians, Hittites, Canaanites (as from the
Ugarit texts), cf. Pritchard, J.B. 1969. Ancient
Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old
Testament. Princeton, NJ : Princeton
University Press. pp. 3-158. The Internet also
provides very helpful summaries and
discussions on this subject – also on the
comparison between the Babylonian creation
story and Genesis.
Ex 20:11; 31:17; Dt 4:32; Ps 33:6; 90:2;
136:5-9; 148:2-5; Isa 40:25-26; 42:5; 44:24;
45:12; 48:13; 51:13; Amos 4:13; Jer 10:12;
Zech 12:1; Matt 19:4-5; Jn 1:2-3; Eph 3:9;
Col 1:16; 1 Tm 2:13; Heb 1:2; 11:3; 2 Pt
3:5; Rv 4:11; 10:6-7.
Remember: the Christian faith consists of three
elements, i.e. knowledge, intellectual assent,
and reliance (in Latin: notitia, assensus, and
fiducia). And gauging by how Legion
responded to Christ, and by what James 2:19
says, even the devils have knowledge and
intellectual assent. However, they lack
reliance (personal trust) in God!
Cf. Eph 1:12, 14

Pieter J J van Huyssteen is the minister
of the Reformed Church in
Wainuiomata.
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Analyzing the spirit of the age
SJIRK BAJEMA

The spirit behind the spirit
of the age –

Exposing Satan’s lie
This issue of Faith in Focus is taken up with articles related to
making a stand for the King of kings in amongst the many earthly
potentates strutting about on this world’s stage – especially in our
day they are this world’s competing philosophies with their
attendant lifestyles. But lest we become too subsumed with what
confronts us here below let’s not forget that this is ultimately the
war against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places, as
the apostle outlines in Ephesians 6:12.

Dear Reader – your life is in great danger!
In fact, you must be utterly convinced of
exactly how perilous your position really
is! You must know the terrible power that
is against you. You have to see how
horrible it is, and how very cruel!
But you can also be in peace, for
even now you could finish this article
depending that much more on the Lord
Jesus Christ. He’s the Saviour. You cannot
manage – but he will for you! You fail –
but he’s your success! You fall – but he
picks you up!
There is an enemy out there. He can
even creep right in – right now!
The war that was in heaven is being
fought on earth as well. That vivid imagery
of Revelation 12 pictures the intense battle
which continues. Notice what the apostle
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John says after the woman has been taken
out of the reach of the dragon: “Then
the dragon was enraged at the woman
and went off to make war against the
rest of her offspring – those who obey
God’s commandments and hold to the
testimony of Jesus (v17).”
This is where matters stand now. The
dragon – who symbolises the devil – rages
against the brothers and sisters of the
Christ-child who was born. He is going
to get at all those who by faith are part
of the Body of Christ – the Church. He
gathers together all the forces of evil into
battle against the Lord God.
Let us not forget whom we are up
against. In the words of Ephesians 6, “For
our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms (v12).”
The devil is the prince of this world;
he is “the god of this age.” And so he’s
called ‘Beelzebul’! ‘Beelzebul’ literally
means ‘fly-lord’. No wonder William
Golding titled his book of human
depravity as “Lord of the Flies.” That
reflects the evil the devil is.
Let no-one misunderstand. It was the
devil who incited David to sin in 1st
Chronicles 21:1. This was the Satan who
dared to challenge God to let him test
Job (Job 1:11). Then he even asked God
for more power to reduce that godly man
to the most impoverished physical state
(Job 2:6). And he was the arch-enemy
who stood there by Joshua the high priest
in Zechariah 3, accusing him.
These are the few times Satan is

mentioned in the Old Testament. But
he’s always there!
The Devil is their leader
Right throughout the development of the
line of salvation leading up to Christ,
Satan hovers in the background. He is
always there, directing his forces from a
distance at every turn.
On the rare occasion he’s there at
the front, yet not so much as to give
anyone else a start on him. He’s not going
to give himself away. Especially in the
New Testament he is personally attacking
the Saviour. Then, of all times, he shows
himself most of all!
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle must have
had Satan’s character in mind when he
described the worst arch-enemy of
Sherlock Holmes.
In one scene Holmes asks Watson,
his trusted companion, if he had ever
heard of that most evil man. Watson
replied in the negative, “Never.” “Aye,
there’s the genius and wonder of the
thing!” Holmes cried. “That man pervades
London, and no one has heard of him.
That’s what puts him on a pinnacle in
the records of crime. I tell you, Watson,
in all seriousness, that if I could beat that
man, if I could free society of him, I
should feel that my own career had
reached its summit.”
Watson asks further, “What has he
done, then?” And Holmes replies: “His
career has been an extraordinary one.
He is a man of good and excellent
education, endowed … with a
phenomenal mathematical faculty.
He described the man’s achievements,
and then said: “But the man had
hereditary tendencies of the most
diabolical kind. A criminal strain ran
through his blood, which, instead of being
modified, was increased and rendered
infinitely more dangerous by his
extraordinary mental powers.”
He moves on to describe what this
man has become: “For years past I have
been continually conscious of some power
behind the criminals, some deep
organising power which for ever stands
in the way of the law, and throws its
shield over the wrongdoer. Again and
again in cases of the most different kinds
– forgeries, robberies, murders – I have
felt the presence of this force, and I have
deduced its actions in many of those
undiscovered crimes in which I have not
been personally consulted.
“He is the Napoleon of crime, Watson.
He is the organiser of half that is evil and

of nearly all that is undetected in this
city. He is a genius, a philosopher, an
abstract thinker. He has a brain of the
first order. He sits motionless, like a spider
in the centre of its web, but that web
has a thousand radiations, and he knows
every quiver of them. He does little
himself. He only plans. But his agents are
numerous and splendidly organised.”
This is an apt description for the devil.
And doesn’t this bring out a little of the
terrible evil he is? For he is still far worse!
You must be aware! If you can learn
to see him at work he cannot work!
Watch out! He’s the top hidden
persuader. He’s the master of subliminal
motivation. The very smoothest and
inspiring commercial has nothing on him!
He leads the whole world astray.

Photo by David Clode on Unsplash
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The devil is their leader. That’s what
we read in Revelation 12 verse 9. He’s
on this earth leading all those other fallen
angels. He is dead-set on being the prince
above all princes. Thus he is seeking to
establish his rule up on high, as Isaiah
14:12-14 alludes to. Don’t become his
slave!

Look to Jesus! “Fix your
eyes on him, the Author
and Perfector of your
faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the
cross, scorning its
shame, and who sat
down at the right hand
of the throne of God.”
These are the words of
Hebrews 12:2. They
state emphatically the
triumph that is Christ’s,
which we celebrate in
his ascension and sooncoming return.
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The Devil is your deceiver
But not only is Satan their leader – he is
also our deceiver. After all – where did
sin come from? What was its origin?
Jesus tells us. In John chapter 8 he
shows us through making an awful charge
against the disbelieving Jews. He declares
in verse 44 there, “You belong to your
father, the devil, and you want to carry
out your father’s desire. He was a
murderer from the beginning, not holding
to the truth, for there is no truth in him.
When he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he is a liar and the father
of lies.”
What’s Jesus talking about? How was
Satan the instigator of sin? Which way
was he the deceiver?
We only need to turn to Genesis
chapter 3. There we read the account of
the fall into sin of Adam and Eve. Verse
1 says, “Now the serpent was more crafty
than any of the wild animals the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat
from any tree in the garden?’”
“Did God really say…?” Ah, that’s
deception. You know, you can’t be too
sure … you wouldn’t want to be black
and white about things … I’m comfortable
with it … God gave it to us after all …
caught! He’s got you – hook, line, and
sinker! You try getting out of that now.
The sinful trap has been cleverly laid. We
become so quickly fixated in that sin.
But isn’t this especially shown as he
tried to use all his deceitful wiles against
our Lord himself? There at the beginning
of Jesus’ ministry he brought it all on!
(Matthew 4 & Luke 4.)
Now, did you notice how he did that?
Satan did it by going against the Word.
He’s not going to be so stupid as to say
it plainly, yet if he attacks the believer it’s
the same way we see him doing it in the
temptation of the Lord out there in the
desert. He attacks to interrupt our
communion with God. He’s trying to cut
off our supply lines. So he goes against
God’s Word to us. And that then also
affects our prayer to the Lord. In our day
he’ll make us think that the quick smart
phone devotional based on a slender, out

of context text, with that elaborate but
oh so captivating experiential illustration,
which really touches you,is enough.
To say that ‘the devil is our deceiver’
is to understand that deceiving someone
is to persuade them about something
which is false. It’s misleading. So what
he’s doing is really a distraction. He’s the
master of that. Satan deals with confusion
and lies. Put the truth in front of him and
he’s gone!
When we become caught up in sin
we live a lie and this is a falsehood which
takes us over. And how intricate is the
web of deceit we spin around it! You
will go to extreme lengths to avoid any
accountability. Even to say “the devil
made me do it” is to deceive ourselves.
I did it! I should have followed the words
of the Lord in James 4:8! I should have
resisted the wiles of the evil one by
submitting to God!
However, there is yet another angle
to this deception which Jesus was tempted
with and so are we. For we noted that
Eve allowed herself to be seduced by the
question, “Did God really say?” But the
temptation was made that much stronger
when the devil told yet another lie to
her. He said to her, “You won’t surely
die. For God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil
(Gen.3:4-5).”
You will be like God! Again we have
the rationale behind Isaiah 14 as Satan
draws us into his sphere. And so we have
here the philosophical rationale for the
way of the world today. Everywhere we
see the growing signs of man worshipping
himself. It’s in the jingle of a song, “They
said you’d never make it…” You hear it
in the slogan of the commercial, “For the
most important person in the world –
YOU!” It’s in the no-blame provisions of
present divorce laws, where it doesn’t
matter what you do because you’ll get
the benefits.
And how much we see this with
feelings dominating the current moral
debate? Because you certainly cannot say
that facts come into the picture with such
issues as homosexuality and transgenderism! Each of us has become a god
unto himself. A god like the ancient pagan
god’s, full of their selfish passions and
ambitions. And how quickly don’t today’s
gods turn on each other in this soap opera
they call reality?
With this kind of influence from
society, we shouldn’t be surprised that
this fixation on self has touched Christians.

But then it is a surprise as to how much
it has hit the Church!
Or is it? The great deceiver is at work.
Even in books written to warn believers
about the work of Satan and his forces,
there’s also been the teaching that people
have the power in themselves. One
example is found in the novels of Frank
Peretti. Two of his books, ‘This Present
Darkness,’ and ‘Piercing the Darkness,’
have promoted the prayer warrior
movement amongst Christians.
So, what is it about these books and
others like them? Aren’t they right to warn
us against the forces of evil? Isn’t prayer
vitally important? We cannot disagree
with that. But there’s this error. For while
there is in those books a brief paragraph
about the saving work of Jesus Christ,
there’s much, much more about the
prayer support that angels need from
believers.
Yes, you heard me right! Before forces
of good can come down and fight the
bad there has to be something you’re
doing.
There is an illustration of this with
what one angel said to another in ‘This
Present Darkness.’ He replies to him,
“You mean he could lose? Let’s hope
someone is praying (p.102).” Further on
it comes up again. The angel says, “we
won’t fight, not yet. Not until the prayer
cover is sufficient.”
Now, it could be said that this is an
encouragement to pray. Though, for what
reason are you praying? How can you
be the one to defeat Satan?
The Devil is in Christ’s power
It is Jesus alone who has brought the devil
and his forces of evil under control. He
won the Great Battle. There on the cursed
cross at Calvary he offered himself as the
once-for-all sacrifice for our sin. When
he cried out, “It is finished,” all was done
that needed to be done. He paid in
himself the complete price.
To dare hint now that something is
needed besides that; to relegate the
turning point of divine history to a mere
paragraph in a novel about the struggle
between good and evil; that’s devilish!
Then we are falling for that old temptation,
“You can be like God.”
We must take Satan seriously. The
apostle Peter says in his first letter: “Your
enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour
(5:8).” Malice and cunning make him
pretty scary! But then Peter continues,
“Resist him, standing firm in the faith (v9).”

Call upon the name of Jesus! After
all, Satan is in Christ’s power. Jesus beat
him! And we will beat him too if we
resist with the resources our Lord supplies,
in the strength of the Holy Spirit and the
Word. In the words of 1st John 4:4, “The
one who is in you is greater than the one
who is in the world.”
Martin Luther said the same in the
words of his famous hymn, ‘A Mighty
Fortress is our God.’ In one of those lines
he sings about Satan, “One little Word
shall fell him.”
So, what word could that be? How
could the one who directs that massive
operation of manipulation against the
coming of God’s Kingdom ever be
stopped like this? Well, exactly the way
Jesus did it. He quoted Scripture. He
spoke his own Word – the Truth – against
the lie. Then the result was clear. Three
times Jesus pointed Satan back to the
opposite of what he is (Luke 4:1-12). And
all that the evil one could then do was
go – he didn’t belong!
In the same way, each time you
depend on God’s Word you are blessed.
The devil’s power is limited, and his end
is destruction. For now, the struggle may
be long. And it may be very fierce. This
world under Satan has developed the
sophistication of evil into an incredibly
elaborate attack. Which other age in
human history is there when what is right
has become wrong and what is wrong
has become so right!
As Luther also wrote in his hymn, “For
still our ancient foe doth seek to work us
woe; his craft and power are great, and
armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his
equal.” But then the next stanza sings,
“Did we in our own strength confide, our
striving would be losing; were not the
right man on our side, the Man of God’s
own choosing.”
All power has been given to Jesus!
He has bound Satan over to eternal
condemnation. The judgment has been
made, the sentence passed, and now the
punishment is due.
Revelation chapter 20 is so graphic in
its symbolism about this: “And the devil,
who deceived them, was thrown into the
lake of burning sulphur, where the beast
and the false prophet had been thrown.
They will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. Then I saw a great white
throne and him who was seated on it
(vv10-11).”
Look to Jesus! “Fix your eyes on him,
the Author and Perfector of your faith,
who for the joy set before him endured

the cross, scorning its shame, and who
sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” These are the words of Hebrews
12:2. They state emphatically the triumph
that is Christ’s, which we celebrate in his
ascension and soon-coming return.
But then that writer brings it home to
you. In Hebrews 12:3 he declares,
“Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinful men, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart.”
Let’s not be in any doubt. Satan is
their leader, and he is your deceiver, but
how much is he not in Christ’s power!
It’s your Lord and Saviour who’s got it
all in hand. It’s working out according to
his plan. And so, in the words of Romans
8:28, all things will work for the good of
those who love him.
Let’s then not become those who
dismiss the evil one, as though he were
some fancy fairy tale. And neither let us
become over-obsessed with living in fear
of him. But let’s pray that we will be very
much aware of what he does and how
he does it. And so let’s analyse the spirit
of this age by very much recognising the
spirit behind it still.

Mr Sjirk Bajema is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Oamaru.
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National Diaconate

An update on the
A.C.C.E.S.S program in
Madurai, India

(top images) Awareness
programme for children.
(bottom) Parents awareness
programme.

A.C.C.E.S.S stands for “Advanced Children’s
Christian Education Support Service” and is a longterm outreach project located in 50 villages, based
in and around Madurai (a relatively large city of
over 1.5 million people) which is in the Dindugal
District of Tamil Nadu, India. Madurai is located
around the Vaigai river and has fertile plains making
it ideal for crop production including rice, jasmine
and cotton. Hindu is the dominant religion.
The ACCESS program is one of many programs
run under the umbrella of the “Vocational Training
and Rehabilitation Centre” in Madurai India. The
mandate for the ACCESS program is “To ensure
continued schooling and prevent child labour and
child marriage.”
The VTRC operates a rural, community-based,
education support program targeting 1250
children, with a focus on first generation learners

whose parents are illiterate. They are based in a
20km radius in and around Madurai.
The RCNZ has supported this work through
the NDC since 2013 and it has continued to grow
up to the present time.
History
The ACCESS project grew out of the C.A.R.E.
program (previously established some 27 years ago
by Paulus Samuel at a time when there was little
care or support for the growing AIDS epidemic in
India). Having established contact with some
10,000 village families through the C.A.R.E.
program, Paulus Samuel, ever a visionary, saw the
great need to help village children find their way
through a very inadequate and poorly administered
state-funded school system. Drop-out rates and
continuing illiteracy creates its own epidemic,
especially as the parents (themselves illiterate)
cannot help their children with their homework
and live in very basic, unhygienic conditions. Many
of these children ‘drift’ to the cities and simply
continue the grinding cycle of poverty.
ACCESS was established to combat this by
providing a trained teacher/parent student teacher
sufficiently motivated to gather up to 30 children
in each village and bring them into a 2 to 3 hour
‘after school program’ six days per week. The plan
was to supervise and thus enable them to do their
homework, provide basic health/hygiene
training/education and foster a ‘Christian world
and life view’ using scripture (especially bible stories
and instruction).
Covid-19- Message from Rosy Samuel
Here in our place, only from today the
lockdown has been removed. From the
March-end till now it was lockdown, first it
was complete lockdown, then partial. The
schools are closed from the end of March
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and it looks like the schools will reopen in
January 2021. Things are so difficult and
different now. We have lost some of our
extended family members, church members,
and friends due to this pandemic. So many
people were suffering without a job and food
to eat. We tried to give some relief measures
by providing rice and groceries to poor
widows, HIV infected and affected families,
and handicapped people. It was so
heart-rending to see the situation around us.
Our school campus was used as a quarantine
camp to quarantine the migrants by the
Government Health Department. It has been
a very difficult time for us all.
With all the schools closed and with no
gatherings of any sort allowed, the Tuition
Centers are also closed. With the students
not having computers and very few with one
smartphone in the family we are not able to
conduct online classes also. So what we are
doing was to prepare worksheets and we
managed to go to the villages and give the
printouts of the worksheets to the children,
so that they can continue with their academic
work still being at home.
Covid-19 has brought increased challenges
over 2020 but “God is good in spite of all
the situations. We could see God doing a
new thing, in helping us learn to do things
differently and think outside the box. We
continue to look up to his face day by day
for his guidance”
“On behalf of the children and the team
members, I would like to thank you and thank
the committee members for all they do for
the least of these little ones. May God bless
all your efforts. Continue to uphold us in your
prayers.”
Rosy Samuel

As it is not possible to gather the children in the
villages to conduct classes we prepared worksheets
class wise and subject wise and went into the
villages and distributed to the children, so they
can stay at home and do the worksheets. This is
done in a periodic manner, so that learning takes
place for the children.

(From left to right)
Children collecting their
worksheets, and then
completing them at
home.

A brief summary of the Tuition Centers
Annual Report
Goal: “To enable wellbeing for children in rural
villages with a holistic, community-based education
support system to ensure continued schooling and
prevent child labour and child marriage.”
Academic support: coming to the tuition centers
provides a safe learning environment under the
guidance of a teacher. “This helps the children’s
continuing academic learning because their parents
are illiterate, also the learning environment in their
houses are not conducive”.
Sexual wellbeing program: children are made aware
of good touch/bad touch, self-discipline, sanitation
and hygiene, child marriage, sexual abuse, child
trafficking and health and nutrition, so that they
would be able to protect themselves and others.
Celebrating Teachers Day: 10 days of celebrating
and teaching children to emulate the qualities of
teachers such as humility, simplicity, sharing
knowledge and wisdom with others, service to the
poor and respect for others.
Tuition Teachers Training: Training in the
preparation of lesson plans for multi-level classes.
Parent teacher meetings at tuition centers and
schools: discussion on the importance of girl
education, child trafficking, gender discrimination
practiced in families, nutrition and healthcare for
the children.
“Among other things, the parents were asked
to provide an enabling environment for the children
to study at home, cut down the duration of
watching TV and ensure that girl children are
treated on par with the sons in matters pertaining
to their accessing education and nutritious food,
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Tuition classes

as girl children are loaded with domestic chores
soon after they return from the school. Parents
were asked to explore the feasibility of constructing
toilets at home or use the public toilets and avoid
defecating in the open which remains the prime
source of all infections and diseases which children
encounter.”
Project Monitoring: regular visits by the Area
Manager and Field Co-ordinator for reviewing
attendance, issues needing addressing, upkeep of
centers etc. “A second line of teachers are identified
and kept in a state of readiness to join at short
notice in the event of teachers getting married
and moving away”.
Challenges:
1. Teacher participation in training programmes
due to distance and day jobs.
2. Securing space for tuition classes in public
buildings. Parents help with this as they see
value in the programmes.
3. Availability of qualified and committed teachers
in villages. Many graduates migrate to the city
for work, those who commute return home
too late to teach. It is encouraging to see
interested women rising up to meet this need.
4. Girl children still being discriminated against:
involved in domestic work after school hours.
Though it is good to see the children take part
in the affairs of the family, it sometimes
encroaches on their learning opportunities. The
tuition teachers talk with parents to ensure
participation of the child in education activities
on time and not arriving late.
5. Covid-19 pandemic disease situation has made
a setback for the centers. “We have responded
to this situation with the help of Peniel
schoolteachers. Prepared worksheets are
distributed to the children and they are helped
in working with it at homethemselves. Now
the lock down is open and regular programmes
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will resume.”
6. Alcoholism increasing the family's problems.
“This continues to be a main problem in the
society here. This not only leads to health loss
but also economy and harmony in the family.
Our community college student will be taking
out an awareness campaign this year in a
significant way.”
2020/21 Goals
1. Multi-level training of teachers on differentiated
classroom teaching (offline and online).
2. Covid awareness for the families of the children
by Community college.
3. Alcoholism screening and treatment referral
camps to be conducted by the community
college team in collaboration with local
hospitals.
4. Slow learners’ identification and individualised
coaching. This will be done with the help of
Peniel schoolteachers. Remedial courses will
be conducted.
Thank you
The NDC still see a great need here and that the
work is a great blessing and Christian witness in
India. The NDC and Paulus and Rosy Samuel are
very grateful for the support from the RCNZ for
the ACCESS program.
Especially over this time of uncertainty in India
with the impact of Covid-19 we ask that you keep
this work in your prayers. Pray that the teachers
and students will be kept safe from the virus and
that the gospel will be heard through this work.
Thank you for your continued support of this
good work through your giving to the NDC Annual
Christmas/End of year Appeal. Additional donations
can still be made through your deacons.
The National Diaconate

Focus on Christian character

The Character of the
Christian:
Generous
Again we continue our series on the
character of the Christian. We are
exploring how the various character
qualifications of elders are actually God’s
calling on all Christians. While elders are
meant to exemplify these traits, all
Christians are to exhibit them. I want us
to consider whether we are displaying
these traits and to learn together how we
can pray to have them in greater measure.
This month we will look at what it means
for Christian leaders and for all Christians
to not be lovers of money and wealth,
but instead to be marked by generosity.
Paul tells Timothy, “An overseer must
… not [be] a lover of money” (1 Timothy
3:3). Likewise, he tells Titus, “an overseer
… must not be … greedy for gain” (Titus
1:7). Finally, Peter writes exiled elders,
“Shepherd the flock of God … not for
shameful gain, but eagerly” (1 Peter 5:2).
Clearly, the biblical authors understand
that the way we use our money displays
something very important about our
relationship with God. They understand
as well that there will always be people
who pursue ministry for the purpose of
personal enrichment.
In his commentary on 1 Timothy,
Philip Ryken points out that there are
two grave errors that can come when
considering Christian leaders in light of
money: “It is a grave mistake to consider
wealth a credential for spiritual leadership.
Being rich does not disqualify a man from
the eldership, but it does not recommend
him for it, either. What matters is how
he uses his money, and especially how
much affection he has for it. An overseer
must not be a money-lover.” Thus, John
Piper writes that an elder’s “lifestyle should
not reflect a love of luxury. He should
be a generous giver. He should not be
anxious about his financial future. He
should not be so money-oriented that
ministry decisions revolve around this

issue.” The man should be free from both
the love of money and the love of the
lavish lifestyle that money can buy. He
displays his freedom from the love of
money through his generosity.
Alexander Strauch explains,
This qualification prohibits a base,
mercenary interest that uses
Christian ministry and people for
personal profit. … Like a powerful
drug, the love of money can delude
the judgment of even the best men.
… Elders, then, cannot be the kind
of men who are always interested
in money. They cannot be men who

need to control the church’s funds
and who refuse financial
accountability. Such men have
distorted spiritual values and set the
wrong example for the church. They
will inevitably fall into unethical
financial dealings that will publicly
disgrace the Lord’s name.
And, indeed, we regularly see men
fall into scandal for that very reason. Jesus
warned “You cannot serve both God and
[money]” for every person can have only
one master (Matthew 6:24). It is crucial
to the well-being of the church that its
leaders are joyfully controlled by the Word
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of God rather than the desire for
wealth.
How about Christians that are not
elders? Not surprisingly, God requires
the very same standard. Jesus warned,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal,
but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also” (Matthew 6:19–21). Later in his
letter to Timothy, Paul warns about
the power of money: “Those who
desire to be rich fall into temptation,
into a snare, into many senseless and
harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction. For the love
of money is a root of all kinds of evils.
It is through this craving that some
have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many
pangs” (1 Timothy 6:7–10). One of
the major themes of the Bible’s
wisdom literature is the danger of
idolizing money and wealth.
It would be a great mistake,
however, to think that God only has
negative things to say about money.
Rather, he tells us that money is a
great gift that we can faithfully steward
for the most significant purposes.
“Honor the Lord with your wealth
and with the firstfruits of all your
produce,” says Solomon (Proverbs
3:9). “The people rejoiced because
they had given willingly, for with a
whole heart they had offered freely
to the LORD” (1 Chronicles 29:9).
Paul taught the enduring value of
generosity when he wrote the church
in Corinth: “Each one must give as
he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver” (2
Corinthians 9:7).
It is the Christian’s duty and delight
to hold loosely to wealth and to give
generously to the Lord’s work. Any
problem with money is not the fault
of the money itself but with the sneaky,
sinful human heart. As Thabiti
Anyabwile points out, we have
something so much greater than
money that can captivate our
affections in a much deeper way:
“The Lord gives us greater loves than
money, which makes wings and flies
away (Prov. 23:5). He gives us greater
delights in Christ, who in fact is the
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greatest delight of all. What a privilege it
is, by God’s rich grace, to preach Christ
the Lamb to a world overrun with love for
money.”
Self-evaluation
So, how about you? How do you relate to
your money? I encourage you to prayerfully
reflect on questions like these:
• Would others say that you are stingy or
generous? Would they say that you love
money or that you love people?
• When was the last time you denied
yourself a material pleasure so that you
might use that money to bless someone
else?
• Do you have a plan for your giving to
the church and to other worthy causes?
• Are you willing to give secretly so that
no one knows about it except for you
and the Lord? (Matthew 6:1–4)
Prayer points
God loves a cheerful giver because He
Himself is a cheerful giver. So, I encourage
you to pray in these ways:

• I pray that you, Father, would make
Christ more precious to me than all else
– including money.
• I pray that you would give me a generous
heart that is quick to identify and meet
the needs of others. Help me to gladly
lay up treasures in heaven with greater
enthusiasm than I lay up treasures here
on earth (Matthew 6:19–24).
• I pray that you would help me trust in
you at all times – even and especially
when finances are tight. Help me to
believe that if you care for the birds of
the air and if you so clothe the grass of
the field, then of course you will provide
for me as well (Matthew 6:25–34).
• I pray that I would worship you as I
give to your work this Sunday.
Next month we will consider what it means
for elders and Christians to be leaders at
home.
Challies.com

Focus on faith
THOMAS MANTON

But seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.
Matthew 6:33
Until we get our hearts out of the world,
how easily our hearts are carried away
with the thoughts of earthly concerns!
Until we can separate and purge our
spirits, how we mingle our prayers with
many ridiculous thoughts! It is too usual
for us to deal with God as an unskilled
person that will gather a posy for his
friend, and put in as many or more
stinking weeds than he does choice
flowers. The flesh introduces, and our
carnal hearts insert and interlace our
prayers with vain thoughts and earthly
distractions. Then, when we come to offer
incense to God with our censer, we
mingle sulphur with our incense.
Therefore, we should always labour
to get our hearts above the world into
the presence of God, as if we were by
him in heaven, and wholly swallowed up
with his glory. Though our bodies are on

earth, our spirits should be in heaven.
Until we get above the mists of the world,
we can see nothing of clearness and
comfort; but when we can get God and
our hearts together, then we can see there
is much in the fountain, though nothing
in the stream; and though little on earth,
yet we have a God in heaven! This is
our great aim, to be with God in heaven.
His residence is there, and we seek that
our hearts might be there. We have liberty
to ask supplies for the outward life, but
chiefly we should ask spiritual and
heavenly things: ‘First, seek the kingdom
of God’ etc.. If God is our heavenly Father,
our first and main care should be to ask
things suitable to his being, and his
excellencies. When we ask supplies of
the outward life, food and raiment, God
may give it to us, but it is far more pleasing
to him when we ask for grace. In every
prayer we should seek to be made more
heavenly minded by conversing with our
heavenly Father.
Thomas Manton, Works, i:60-62
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SG de Graaf Life Influences
Theology
by HT Wendt
Inheritance Publications
Price: USA$12.90 / Can$16.95
Reviewed by Hans Vaatstra
Naturally, in every caged bird there is the
desire for freedom. But in the bird raised
in the cage from birth, this is different
than in the birds which have known
freedom. Likewise, in every soul there is
the desire for heaven. We are imprisoned
souls. Our soul sticks to the dust.
We are birds in a cage. But the desire
for heaven lives differently in those who
have joined in the ascension of Christ.
They have known the flight to heaven.
And they are, in fact, free from their misery.
They have, in fact, escaped.
By placing the above statement at the
beginning of his book S. G. deGraaf, Life
Influences Theology, the author provides
readers with an apt illustration of de
Graaf’s pathos, as a Reformed pastor, and
theologian who lived and worked in
Holland through times of worldwide
economic depression, two world wars
and ecclesiastical upheaval in the

Reformed Churches. Although these were
difficult times, Wendt brings to light in
his biography the character of Simon
Gerrit de Graaf as a devout man who
lived close to his Lord, had a deep love
for the church and enjoyed a happy
marriage and family life.
De Graaf’s marriage to Hermina van
Mantgem, a pastor’s daughter, is
described by Wendt as a “nice detail.”
Simon de Graaf’s point of view was
“through marriage God seeks to give the
highest possible earthly happiness; one
of the highlights which God created in
human life.” (Page 55)
Wendt became interested in studying
the writings of S.G. de Graaf when he
read his book Vuur op de Aarde V1. (Fire
on the earth V1) According to Wendt, “I
opened it and read his sermon on 1 John
5:11-13. His words were like a blazing
fire. I rediscovered the essence of the
Christian faith: God in His love. God loves
His children. From that moment on S.G.
de Graaf became one of my spiritual
fathers. The doctrine of the covenant, in
which we meet the consuming fire of
God’s love, permeates his theology.” (Page
13)
Some of the main topics in Wendt’s
book on de Graaf, first prepared as a
thesis at Theological University of Kampen
in the Netherlands are as follows: Context,
The Netherlands and the Gereformeerde
Kereken. Covenant Theology and its
influence in the Vrijmaking. The life of
S.G. De Graaf including his youth, studies,
main influences, marriage and family. The
parishes he served and his involvement
at synodical level particularly with respect
to the secession of 1944 led by Klaas
Schilder and the formation of the Free
Reformed Churches in Holland. HT
Wendt gives readers a detailed account
of the theological issues (mainly to do
with the understanding of ‘covenant’) and
the personalities which precipitated the
Vrijmaking.
Those curious as to why the secession
occurred in 1944 will find much well
researched material providing readers
with a deeper appreciation of issues
engaging the minds of Reformed pastors
and theologians during the decades
leading up to the middle of the 20th

Century. The Covenant Theology of
influential characters such as A. Kuyper,
H. Bavinck, J.C. Silkkel, K. Schilder and
others is given detailed treatment along
with the formulation of S.G. de Graaf’s
own theological position and why he
decided not to join the secession of 1944.
According to Wendt it is “spiritual
poverty when the church neglects the
voices from the past and only has an eye
for contemporary theology and
theologians. The church should carefully
guard what was handed down through
the generations … . In the Netherlands
the name of S.G. de Graaf is a forgotten
name. The newest generation of
theologians, to which I belong, has barely
even heard of him.” (Page 11) Wendt
hopes this publication will stimulate
further study of S.G. de Graaf’s works.
Furthermore whoever reads this book will
gain a deeper understanding of the issues
affecting the Reformed churches in the
Netherlands during the early part of the
20th century, the influences on S.G. de
Graaf’s life and work, his own significant
contribution to Church and Kingdom, and
Covenant theology.
http://inhpubl.net/products/17601
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Herman Bavinck – Pastor, Churchman, Statesman, and Theologian
by Ron Gleason. 2010, P&R Publishing, Phillipsburg. 500 pages
Reviewed by John A Haverland
When I was studying at the Reformed
Theological College 40 years ago one of
our books for required reading was “The
Doctrine of God” by Herman Bavinck.
As a young theological student I remember
it being a solid read, all 400 pages of it.
The volume was part of his Reformed
Dogmatics, which has been translated
into English and was published between
2003 and 2008 in four large volumes.
In 2010 Ron Gleason wrote this
biography of Bavinck, which was timely
as it gives us much insight into the life
of this important Dutch theologian and
churchman. I recently read this book and
thought you, as readers, may be interested
in a brief summary which may whet your
appetite to read this biography yourself.
Herman Bavinck was the son of a
highly respected pastor, Jan Bavinck, and
was born in Hoogeveen on the 13th
December 1854.1 They were part of the
Christian Reformed Church, which was
formed in 1834 as a result of the secession
(Afscheiding) from the Hervormde Kerk,
which was the state Reformed Church of
the Netherlands. (As I was reading this
biography I refreshed my knowledge of
the history of the Reformed Churches of
the Netherlands by rereading the excellent
overview written by Dick Vanderpyl in
the early part of Trust and Obey.)2
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During his schooling Bavinck was an
excellent student. He believed he had a
call to the ministry and decided to pursue
theological studies. The churches of the
secession had their own small theological
seminary in Kampen, which is where his
parents directed him. Bavinck, however,
wanted to train at the University of
Leyden, which is where the ministers of
the Hervormde Kerk were trained. This
was a theologically liberal university, but
had a reputation for a high standard of
scholarship and academic work. He chose
to train there in order to gain a thorough
understanding of liberal theology in order
to be able to refute it in the future.3 He
completed his studies there in 1880,
graduating with a doctor’s degree with
honours.
He served his first and only pastorate
in 1882 in a church in Franeker, near
Harlingen, in Friesland and was there for
only one year. During his short ministry
he made the preaching of God’s word
his top priority, but was also a loving and
faithful pastor. His reputation as a
preacher and theologian was already
spreading and he received a call from a
large CRC church in Amsterdam, and a
request to become a professor at the Free
University of Abraham Kuyper, as well as
a call to be a professor at the Theological
Seminary of the CRC in Kampen.
Bavinck accepted the call to teach at
Kampen and was there for 20 years, from
1883-1902. It was a small theological
college with a small faculty. He formed
close and lasting friendships with some of
the faculty members, especially with
Douwe Wielenga who taught church
history and church polity. Sadly he found
himself in sharp opposition to another
member of the faculty, Lucas Lindenboom,
and they often crossed swords on many
issues. This difficult relationship was a
source of grief to Bavinck during his long
tenure in Kampen. During his teaching
career at Kampen he wrote his Reformed
Dogmatics. The first volume was released
in 1895, and the other volumes followed
in 1897, 1898, and 1901. Gleason quotes
Bremmer asserting that the Reformed
Dogmatics surpasses anything that had
appeared in Holland up to this point and
adds, “or that has been written since”.
He also wrote that this work “breathes
the atmosphere of highly technical and
sophisticated theological method. Yet, at
the same time it also points to a deep
concern for the salvation of souls.”4
In 1891 Bavinck married Johanna
Schippers who was a godly wife to him

and a Christian companion. They were
happily married and the Lord gave them
one daughter whom they named Johanna
Geziena.
Throughout his life Bavinck had many
irons in the fire and carried a huge
workload. He lectured in Kampen,
preached regularly in the churches, was
closely involved in the CRC as a
churchman, served on various committees,
was the editor of the Trumpet, and was
constantly writing articles and books.
One would think all this would have
been more than enough to keep one
man well occupied. However, in addition
to all these demanding responsibilities
Bavinck also had a keen concern for
politics. He was very interested in the
relationship between the church and the
state and wrote his doctoral thesis on
Zwingli’s view of the state. In 1901 Queen
Wilhelmina appointed him as the
President of the Council of Ministries.
From 1905 – 1907 he was President of
the Christian Anti Revolutionary Party.
And in 1911 he was elected to the First
Chamber of the Dutch Parliament (a
position similar to that of a Senator in
the USA) and was immediately elected
as President and served in this Chamber
until 1919. He vigorously promoted a
Christian influence on culture and politics
and a Christian world and life view.
He shared this political interest with
Abraham Kuyper, who was the professor
of Dogmatics at the Free University until
1902, and was the leader of the Anti
Revolutionary Party. They enjoyed a close
relationship for many years, but tensions
began to develop between them around
1900, and after 1907 their relationship
became more distant. While they were
united in many of their theological and
political views Bavinck disagreed with
Kuyper’s view on presumptive
regeneration.5 Kuyper died in 1920.
Bavinck was precise and exact in his
exegesis and theology. He had a brilliant
intellect and was a great scholar. In all
his involvement in the CRC, and in other
reformed denominations, he acted with
integrity and commanded respect. In his
character he was humble, in personality
peaceable and approachable. He went
through significant periods of stress due
to his heavy workload and difficulties with
other men, especially with Lindenboom
in the earlier decades, and with Kuyper
in the latter.
This stress took its toll on him. On
the 28th of August 1920 he suffered a
heart attack and lingered on in poor

health until his death on the 29th of July
1921. During this year of declining health
he received many visitors. His repeated
phrase to them was, “I have kept the
faith”. He could honestly say this in spite
of the conflicts in the church and
seminaries, in spite of setbacks and
disappointments in politics, and in spite
of the death of close friends. He has
expressed the faith that he set forth in
his many books, and especially in his
Reformed Dogmatics.
I commend this biography to you as
an interesting and informative account of
the life and work of a significant Dutch
Reformed theologian.6
1 Bavinck had a great respect for his father and
kept a close relationship with him until his
father’s death in 1909 at the age of 83.
2 Trust and Obey – A History of the RCNZ 19531993, by D G Vanderpyl, National Publishing
Committee RCNZ, 1994, chapter 2.
3 I would not recommend this course of study to
a student for the ministry and Bavinck, despite his great intellect, also found his studies
challenging for his faith and convictions. Later
he confided to one of his friends, “I have
learned much at Leiden, but also unlearned
much”. Quoted in article by Venema – see
footnote vi.
4 Herman Bavinck – Pastor, Churchman, Statesman, and Theologian, by Ron Gleason, 2010,
P&R Publishing, Phillipsburg, p. 322, 476.
5 Kuyper’s teaching on presumptive regeneration
and common grace contributed to the split
between the GKN and the GKN Liberated
(Vrijemaarkt) in 1944.
6 For more information on Bavinck you can look
up an earlier article in Faith in Focus, Volume
40/9 October 2013, pages 14-16, Herman
Bavinck: His life and theology, by Cornelis P
Venema.

God and the Pandemic (N. T.
Wright)
London: SPCK, 2020
Having just read a collection mainly of
Puritan sermons from the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries on Godly
Directions in a Time of Plague (Crossville:
Puritan Publications, 2020), I could not
but be struck by the difference between
their approach and that of N. T. Wright.
To the Puritans and their like-minded
brethren (John Hooper, Lancelot
Andrewes, John Owen, Thomas
Manton, and others), it was obvious that
plague was connected to God’s
displeasure with sin. To Wright, that
seemed to be the last thing he wanted
to say.
Wright contends that we are not
meant to understand what he calls the
‘dark power’: ‘We are simply to know
that when we are caught up in awful
circumstances, apparent gross injustices,
terrible plagues – or when we are
accused of wicked things of which we
are innocent, suffering strange sicknesses
with no apparent reason, let alone, cure
– at those points we are to lament, we
are to complain, we are to state the
case, and leave it with God’ (p.14). His
models are Job and Jesus, not the fiery
Elijahs and Jeremiahs.
To Wright, it is significant that when
famine struck the Middle East in Joseph’s
day, Jacob and his sons did not see it
as a result of their sins (p.30). That
evades the issue of the brothers in an
Egyptian prison blaming themselves for
the way they treated Joseph (Gen.42:1825). Wright is keen to steer people away
from seeing repentance as the
appropriate response to trials and
troubles; instead, it must concern only
Jesus, his cross and resurrection (pp.3637). This is unrealistic. How many
prodigals have realised in the pig sty
that they needed to return to their
father’s house?
Christians, says Wright, are to
understand Romans 8:28 as ‘God
himself co-operates for good with those
who love God’ (p.49). Wright is correct
in saying that the thought is not Stoic,
but the fact that Paul says ‘in all things’
means that the traditional reading is
quite in order. It is, as has been noted
so many times, a New Testament
counterpart to Genesis 50:20. It is not
unfair to see Open Theism in Wright.
He considers that many things bring
grief to God, and actually shock him

(pp.56-58). God has ‘in fact delegated
the running of many aspects of his world
to human beings’ (p.58). In so doing,
he runs the risk of being shocked ‘out
of his mind’, says Wright (p.58). Wright
came into the Christian faith with
Reformed convictions, and losing them
has not enhanced his grasp of God and
his world. Having no real theological
answers to the coronavirus, Wright
states: ‘Of course, … we need to
strengthen the World Health
Organization and insist that all countries
of the world stick firmly to its policies
and protocols’ (p.74). The message is
lament, hope in God, and bolster the
WHO.
As a kind of coup de grâce, the
book comes with an enthusiastic
endorsement from Justin Welby, the
Archbishop of Canterbury. This work is,
as expected, wonderfully written. One
could only wish it was more cogent in
what it says.
Peter Barnes
Peter Barnes is the editor of AP and
pastor at Revesby Presbyterian
Church NSW.
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