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Just before I started this epistle, I had a visit at my work place from a client whose
wife had died suddenly some two or three weeks earlier. For him the trauma of
the event was still very raw. What was quite poignant was that at that moment of
time while I spoke to him as a friend, page two and three of this magazine was
open on my screen. There on page three in 96 point type is the heading “God’s
Time” and at the bottom right hand the image of a baby and a grave stone. Both
he and his wife professed to be Christian, both he and his wife affected by time
and eternity, as we all are.
I think we all recognize that everything in all creation is subject to time, God’s
time. Because of our finitude we are limited in our understanding of the depths of
this concept except for that which we experience.
You could say that our concept of time is between the cradle and the grave,
our birth and our death. Between those two events, everything is subject to time,
our seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months and years; they are all subject
to time. And, then – eternity!
As I type this tiny missive it is 16 days until I can legally retire and receive my
Goldcard with other sundry benefits after some 50 years of work. In the Lord’s
providence, He has granted me three score and more years for which I am thankful.
However, it causes me to reflect on people I have known in the past. Monday
morning at work, the conversation would be about the weekend coming, or the
weekend just been. Monday to Friday seemed irrelevant, a waste of time, a means
to an end, or meaningless to their existence. All they seemed to live for was the
weekend! What a sad, sorry and broken view of life. In so many cases, that is man
without God.
However, the Christian should be redeeming the time with a view to eternity
– how we repent of our past, live in obedience and faith in the present and grow
in our expectation and hope of the Lord’s coming again is very important. And
above all, that we know the one True God and Jesus whom He has sent (John 17:3).
That is what defines us! What is man’s chief end? To glorify God and enjoy Him
forever. (Q1 Childrens’ Shorter Catechism)
Our contributors provide some insight on time and eternity which I think you
will agree opens up deeper truths to contemplate – things which we may not have
considered before. S.D.G.

Mr David Stares considers God’s time.
Mr Pieter van Huuysteen writes about the pre-existant Messiah.
Mr Peter Haverland reviews Randy Alcorn’s book Heaven.
Mr Peter H. Holtvlüwer mulls over saying goodbye to Facebook.
Other items in this issue are Focus on the Christian life; Focus on faith; Books
in focus; Focus on current affairs and Kurios Conference 2021 in New Plymouth.
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The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.

Time and eternity
DAVID STARES

God’s Time
Summer’s going fast, nights growing colder
Children growing up, old friends growing older
Freeze this moment a little bit longer
Make each sensation a little bit stronger
– Rush, Time Stand Still

Introduction
At this time of the year, we can only look
back with longing on the summer that has
passed,remembering those hot Sunday
afternoons that we wished were cooler and
thinking of how foolish we were! But all
our protests against the coming winter seem
to fall on deaf ears. Who can stop the
progress of time? Even our own songbook
proclaims, “Time, like an ever rolling stream,
bears all its sons away; they fly forgotten,
as a dream dies at the opening day.”1 Time
passes inevitably, but does it pass hopelessly?
Well, in order to answer this, we need to
look at what time is and in particular, time
in relation to God.
Definition
Well, what do we find in Scripture about
God’s relation to time?
In Psalm 90, we read of God as the one
who was “Before the mountains were born,
or you gave birth to the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, you
are God.” Here God is described as one
whose beginning predated the creation of
the world. But it is more than that. Being
‘from everlasting to everlasting’ is a

powerful descriptor meaning that as far as
one can extend through time, God was
there. There was no time you could point
to where God was not present. God has
no beginning or end.
This is also reflected in Psalm 102:26-27,
“Even they will perish, but you endure; and
all of them will wear out like a garment;
like clothing you will change them and they
will be changed. But you are the same, and
your years will not come to an end.” God
without beginning and without end.
Likewise 1 Timothy 1:17 describes God
as “eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
God.” This introduces the concept of eternity,
which gives us one of God’s attributes. He
is eternal, but does eternity just mean that
God had no beginning or end, or is there
something else?
When we talk about the eternity of God,
we do not only mean that he has no beginning
or end, but that he does not experience
time as we do as a succession of moments.
In fact, God is not limited by time in any
way. This is why Berkhof says that God “is
elevated above all temporal limits and all
succession of moments, and possesses the
whole of His existence in one indivisible

God identifies himself
as I AM. He is the one
whose eternity means
that he is not subject to
time, but is eternally
present in time.“The
marks of the concept of
eternity are three: it
excludes a beginning,
an end, and the
succession of moments.”
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present.”2 In other words, God does not
pass through time like us, with the only
difference being that he is in time infinitely
into the past and infinitely into the future;
his relationship to time is different to ours.
When we experience time, we live in
the present, and look back into the past,
and forward into the future. We progress
through time from present to present in a
succession of moments. But God does not.
As Turretin says, “We maintain that God is
free from every difference of time, and no
less from succession than from beginning
and end.”3 If God is to be truly without
limitation, then he must also be free from
limitation to time. For God, there is no past
or future but all of time appears to him as
one present. As Bavinck says, “God
transcends time and cannot be measured
or defined by the standards of time.”4 To
say that God transcends time means that
he is outside of it and looks down on all of
history as one unified whole.
This is why God identifies himself as I
AM. He is the one whose eternity means
that he is not subject to time, but is eternally
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present in time.“The marks of the concept
of eternity are three: it excludes a beginning,
an end, and the succession of moments.”5
For God, every point in history is always
‘now.’ To give an imperfect example, if all
of history was written in a book, God’s
relationship to history is being present with
full attention to every word on every page
at all times.6
Now, with that in perspective we can
see that when we use the term ‘eternal’
with relation to us, it takes on a different
meaning than when we use it in relation to
God. We often talk about our ‘eternal state,’
or receiving ‘eternal life.’ But when we
speak this way, we also recognize that we
have a beginning, and that makes our
eternity different from the eternity of God.
As creatures, we will also need to continue
to exist within time, even in the new
heavens and the new earth. To dwell fully
outside of time – to be eternal – is something
that only belongs to God.
Well, this is a somewhat dense and
philosophical discussion, but there are at
least five things to learn from this

Many in our culture
today speak of time as
a circle or wheel. They
mean that things
happen over and over
and will continue to
do so forever.
However, we know the
history of this heaven
and earth is a line,
with a definite
beginning and a
definite end, and time
is progressing us
toward that end.

understanding of God’s relationship to time.
1. Time is a creature
Different people have thought of time in
different ways. Some theologians have
argued that time will not always exist even
though we do, as Turretin says, “time
neither always was nor always will be, but
will cease with the world.”7 While I find
this unconvincing, it is possible. However,
for creatures not to exist in a ‘succession of
moments’ is difficult, if not impossible, to
conceive.
Berkhof speaks of time as “one of the
forms of all created existence.”8 This means
that time did not exist separately or before
the creation, but God created time at the
same time as the rest of creation.
Bavinck speaks about time as a ‘mode
of existence.’ What he means is that it is
required if creatures are to exist. The other
side of that is that “If there were no
creatures, there would be no time.”9 For
Bavinck, time exists because creatures exist,

cause pain, suffering and sorrow. In
becoming subject to time, Jesus was made
even more in every way like us!

and so will continue to exist so long as we
do.
However, the point of this section is
simpler than this debate. The point is that
there are ultimately two types of things in
the universe, the creator and the creature.
Time is not the creator, nor is it something
superior to him, but is something created
by him.
2. Time serves the purposes of God
What do we know about created things?
There is nothing in all creation that is outside
of the control of God. Time is not an
unrelenting flow. Rather, like the streams,
oceans, and mountains that seem
immovable, even time exists according to
the will of God and for his glory. It serves
him, and he wields it according to his plan.
3. God’s control of time is for us
Finally, we know that we are promised,
“God causes all things to work together for
good to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose.”
(Romans 8:28) Everything is under the
control of God, and that includes time itself.
As David says in Psalm 31:14-15, “But as
for me, I trust in You, O Lord I say, ‘You
are my God.’ My times are in your hand.”
Time is serving God’s loving purpose for
us, his people, and its passage, while it may
seem unstoppable, is not hopeless.
This is because God has “made
everything appropriate in its time.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11) God is not a victim to
time or events. He has established what
happens and when that will happen and
he does so for our good.
4. The eternal God entered time
The miracle of Christmas is that God became
man. That the creator humbled himself to
become a creature. Becoming a creature,
the eternal God made himself subject to
time. Jesus had a beginning. Jesus
experienced moments. He saw the effects
of time, and the way that its passing can

5. We look forward to the
progression of time
Many in our culture today speak of time as
a circle or wheel. They mean that things
happen over and over and will continue to
do so forever. However, we know the history
of this heaven and earth is a line, with a
definite beginning and a definite end, and
time is progressing us toward that end.
While time rolls on, it also rolls forward.
Forward to the day when our faith will be
sight, Jesus will return, and even the pain
created by the passage of time will be a
distant memory. This means that time is
not an immovable unstoppable force, but
progresses at the will of God to glory.
1 O God Our Help in Ages Past, STTL #175
2 Berkhof, L. (1938). Systematic theology (p. 60).
Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans
publishing co.
3 Turretin, F. (1992–1997). Institutes of Elenctic
Theology. (J. T. Dennison Jr., Ed., G. M. Giger,
Trans.) (Vol. 1, p. 202). Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing.
4 Bavinck, H., Bolt, J., & Vriend, J. (2004).
Reformed Dogmatics: God and Creation (Vol.
2, p. 161). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic.
5 Bavinck, H., Bolt, J., &Vriend, J. (2004).
Reformed Dogmatics: God and Creation (Vol.
2, p. 162). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic.
6 This develops an illustration given by C.S. Lewis
in Book 4, Chapter 3 of Mere Christianity.
7 Turretin, F. (1992–1997). Institutes of Elenctic
Theology. (J. T. Dennison Jr., Ed., G. M. Giger,
Trans.) (Vol. 1, p. 204). Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing.
8 Berkhof, L. (1938). Systematic theology (p. 130).
Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans
publishing co.
9 Bavinck, H., Bolt, J., & Vriend, J. (2004).
Reformed Dogmatics: God and Creation (Vol.
2, p. 162). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Academic.

Mr David Stares is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Masterton.
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Time and eternity
PIETER VAN HUUYSTEEN

In awe of my timeless
Saviour
It was the year 1995. Annette and I, with
our young family, were fresh migrants to
New Zealand and so were Annette’s sister,
Sandra, and her family. They were living in
Tokoroa, and we in Auckland.
Well, it was some time during that same
year that Sandra rang me. This is what she
said: “Pieter, we have become friends with
our neighbours.” “They’re very kind people
from India.” “They’re Muslims.” “So, Pieter,
could you please help me with an answer
from the Bible?” “You see, yesterday, our
neighbour lady said to me, ‘Sandra, if you
could show me where the Bible says that
Jesus is God – especially, if you could show
me from the Bible where Jesus Himself says
that He is God – then I will believe you.’”
So, excited by this challenge, I thought
of many things:
• I thought of all the things Christ had
taught and done: of His teachings that
surpassed the human mind and moved
the heart.
• I thought of His healings, especially of
how He once in a home in Capernaum
told a paralytic, “Son, your sins are
forgiven!” Then, straightaway, to prove
to the critics that, as God, He did have
the authority to forgive sins, Christ
healed that paralytic!
• And I thought of how Christ raised the
dead – and of how He Himself rose from
the dead! I mean, who but God could
do such things!?
• And I thought of John 20:28 where the
risen Christ finally caused Thomas the
Doubter’s doubt to crumble so that, in
absolute awe of Christ, Thomas
exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!”
• And I thought of Colossians 2:9 which
says: “For in Him all the fullness of Deity
dwells in bodily form.”1
• And I thought of John 1:1-3, “In the
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beginning was the Word and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God
…” etc.!
But that very kind Muslim lady in Tokoroa
would not be happy with these evidences!
And she would not understand that “The
Word was God” meant that “Jesus was
God.” After all, she wanted to hear where
Jesus of Nazareth Himself said it straight-out
and clearly: “I am God!”
So, I scanned the New Testament, and
rang Sandra back later that same day, and
gave her the short answer – more or less
the answer given under point three of this
article.
Well, what does it do for you and me
to know that Mary’s Son, Jesus of Nazareth,
apart from being 100% human (yet without
sin), was/is also 100% God? Does not such
knowledge cause you to stand in awe of
Him? What’s more, is it not so that such
knowledge assists you and me in defending
our Christian faith with kind words of
confidence and firm conviction?
Now, of course, as indicated above,
there are a variety of ways in which the
Bible gives witness to our Lord Jesus’ divinity.
But one of these ways can be seen in all
those Bible passages that speak of His
timeless existence – and these are the
passages I have selected for writing this
article. I mean, what else does Christ’s
timeless existence indicate but that He is
God!?
Alpha and Omega
In Revelation 22:12-13 the Apostle John
gives us the words of our Lord Jesus where
He Himself says, “Behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
render to every man according to what he
has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega,

the first and the last, the beginning and the
end.”2
What do the words, “Alpha and Omega”
mean? Well, Alpha and Omega are the
names of the first and last letters in the
Greek alphabet. Thus, as Revelation 22:13
indicates, “Alpha and Omega” means the
same as “the first and the last” and as “the
beginning and the end.”
Perhaps you ask, “But what do these
words have to do with time or timelessness?”
When Christ uses these words to describe
Himself, is He not revealing that He was
before all created things, and that He will
still be after this created order has come to
an end? Thus, is it not so that, by calling
Himself the Alpha and Omega, our risen
and ascended Christ is revealing to us that
He is on either side of time – i.e., before
time began and after time will have ended?
And what does this mean but that He is
God?
But let’s look deeper at this title, for
there’s more to it! You see, is it not so that
in the Old Testament, Yahweh used this
very same title for Himself where we read
in Isaiah 44:6, “Thus says the LORD
(Yahweh), the King of Israel and his
Redeemer, the LORD (Yahweh) of hosts:
‘I am the first and I am the last, and there
is no God besides Me”?3
Thus, what conclusion do we come to
when Yahweh and our risen Lord Jesus use
the same titles for themselves? Well, does
this not say that Christ reveals Himself as
one with God? And so, this begs the
question: “What does hearing this truth do
to you and me?” Also, what would this truth
have done to that kind Muslim lady of
Tokoroa?
Well, so far, regarding my first point,
“Alpha and Omega” as witness to Christ’s
timelessness.

Priest Forever (according to the
Order of Melchizedek)
Already more than a thousand years before
the human birth of Christ, King David of
old sang about the God-promised Messiah
(Christ) who would come! Yes, inspired by
the Holy Spirit, David sang about the One
who would come from his (i.e., David’s)
line. And this is what David sang, “The
LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right
hand until I make Your enemies a footstool
for Your feet” (Psalm 110:1)!
And then in verse 4: “The LORD
(Yahweh) has sworn and will not change
His mind, “You (i.e., Messiah/Christ) are a
priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.” Did you hear the time word
in this verse? Yes, did you notice the word
forever? “You are a priest forever according
to the order of Melchizedek.”4
What does forever mean here? And who
was Melchizedek? And what was the Order
of Melchizedek? Well the answers to these
questions can be huge! So, for the sake of
time and space, I will give just what is
absolutely in line with the theme of this
article.
You see, in the days of Abraham, i.e.,
about two thousand years before the human
birth of Christ, Melchizedek was the king
of a city called Salem. Now, in several ways,
this Melchizedek was a type of Christ.
Here is the first one: The name
Melchizedek means “King of Righteousness.”
And his city’s name – the name Salem –
means “peace.”5 So, Melchizedek was a
type of Christ in the sense that Christ is King
of Righteousness and King of Peace to the
degree that Melchizedek – a mere human
being – could never be!
But there is a second way in which
Melchizedek was a type of Christ, i.e.,
Melchizedek was a priest. How do we
know that? Because Psalm 110:4 and
Hebrews 7:3 say so! But there is much
more to Melchizedek’s priesthood than
meets the eye. You see, whereas all the
Old-Testament priests had to be able to
prove that they were from the tribe of
Levi (and even from the line of Aaron),
Melchizedek was not from Levi’s tribe.
In fact, Melchizedek lived about
two-hundred years before Levi was even
born! And so, because Melchizedek the
priest was not of the line of Levi – and
therefore not of the priestly order of Levi
– he was a type of Christ.
How? Well, is it not so that Christ, too,
was Priest – and not from the tribe of Levi!?
I mean, the Bible says that our Lord Jesus
was of the tribe of Judah. And is it not true

that the Sovereign LORD (Yahweh) who
decreed that all Old-Testament priests had
to be from the tribe of Levi, also had the
authority to decree that Melchizedek and
Christ should be priests even though they
were not from Levi’s line?
Thus, the second reason why we say
Melchizedek was a type of Christ is because
both he and Christ were priests from an
order which was not from Levi.
There is a third sense in which
Melchizedek was a type of Christ, i.e., in
the sense that Melchizedek is priest forever!
Now, someone might say, “Really!?” “Is it
true that Melchizedek is still alive and still
an acting priest!?” The short answer to this
question is, “No!” But here is a slightly
longer answer …
You see, about Melchizedek, Hebrews
7:3 says, “Without father, without mother,
without genealogy, having neither beginning
of days nor end of life, but made like the
Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually.”
You say, “Really!?” “Did Melchizedek
not have a father and mother?” “Is he really
without genealogy?” The answer is: When
the author of Hebrews says Melchizedek
was without father and mother and without
genealogy, he does not mean it literally. All
that the author of Hebrews does is argue
from silence. Yes, he keeps Genesis 14:1820 in mind – the only passage that tells us
about Melchizedek, yet a passage that does
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When Christ said,
“Before Abraham was
born, I am,” what else
was He claiming but
pre-existence
appropriate only to one
possessed of the nature
of Yahweh!?

not say anything (a passage that keeps silent)
about Melchizedek’s mother and father.
And so, when Hebrews 7:3 says that
Melchizedek was without father and mother
– and therefore without genealogy – all that
it means is that, whereas the ancestors of
every other Old-Testament priest were
known and could be verified, the ancestors
of Melchizedek were not known simply
because they were never mentioned!6 Thus,
Melchizedek appears to have had no
beginning of days (Hebrews 7:3)!
And so, in the sense that God’s people
did not know Melchizedek’s parents’ names
– in that sense was Melchizedek also a type
of Christ. After all, according to Christ’s
divine nature, He had no human parents
and no genealogy. And even regarding
Christ’s human nature it was only through
Mary that He had a biological human parent!
See how, because of the unknowability of
his parents, Melchizedek was a type of the
divine Christ?
Perhaps someone will now ask, “But
what does Hebrews 7:3 mean when it says
that Melchizedek has no end of life?” “Does
it mean that Melchizedek is still alive
somewhere today?” No! You see, “…
although Scripture is silent about the death
of Melchizedek, we nonetheless conclude
that he died.”7 After all, the author of the
book Hebrews presents Melchizedek as a
historical figure who only has some
resemblances to Christ. That’s why the word
like is used in Hebrews 7:3,15.
So, if Melchizedek was a real historical
figure who died, why then does verse 3 say
he has no end of life? And why does verse
8 then say about Melchizedek, “… it is
witnessed that he lives on”? Well, the answer
is: It is not Melchizedek himself who is living
on, but it is his priesthood which is living
on – a priesthood which is different to that
of the Levitical priests. And how does
Melchizedek’s priesthood live on? As Ps
110:4 indicates, it lives on in the priesthood
of great David’s Greater Son, Jesus Christ,
about whom it says, “The LORD has sworn
and will not change His mind, ‘You are a
priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.’”
As Highest Priest, Christ has brought the
ultimate and ever-powerful sacrifice
(Himself), and He is forever interceding on
behalf of His loved ones (you and me)! And
what does forever indicate? Well, does it
not indicate that, apart from being a human
being (without sin), Jesus Christ is truly God!?
I Am Who I Am
Is there a Bible verse that would give a clear
answer to that kind Muslim lady whom we
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mentioned in the introduction? Yes, is there
a Bible verse in which we hear our Lord
Jesus Himself say it clearly and straight-out:
“I am God!”?
Well, the closest verse to that, which
you and I will find, comes in John chapter
8. You see, this chapter tells us how Jesus
was standing before a group of people who
just would not believe that He was from
God. They kept on saying that He was from
the devil. Then they boasted that they were
children of Abraham and that Jesus was not
greater than Abraham – to which Jesus then
replied (in John 8:58), “Truly, truly, I say to
you, before Abraham was born, I am.”
See what Christ is doing here? In using
the words “I am” to describe Himself, Christ
does two things. Firstly, He reveals His preexistence – “… before Abraham was born,
I am.” And secondly, He uses for Himself
the term “I am”– a term which Yahweh in
the Old Testament had chosen as His own
special term of self-identification. In fact,
the Name Yahweh means as much as “I
am” (short for “I am who I am”). So, see?
When Christ said, “Before Abraham was
born, I am,” what else was He claiming but
pre-existence appropriate only to one
possessed of the nature of Yahweh!?8 And
the crowd with whom Christ was talking
understood perfectly what He meant, for
the next verse (8:59) tells us, “… they
picked up stones to throw at Him … .”
See how, in John 8:58, Christ Himself
said that He is God – that He is timeless
and one with Yahweh? And, of course, later
in the Gospel of John – in Christ’s prayer
to His Father – we hear Him talk in clear
language about His pre-existence. Yes, this
is how Christ prayed (in John 17:5), “Now,
Father, glorify Me together with Yourself,
with the glory which I had with You before
the world was.”9
Conclusion
As for Christ’s human nature, that has a
date of birth – i.e., the time when He was
born from Mary by the overshadowing of
the Holy Spirit! But His divine nature has
no beginning. And His human and divine
natures have no end!
And here is something beautiful! You see,
even though Christ – like the Father and the
Holy Spirit – is timeless, yet, He was (and is)
able to also operate within time! Indeed,
although “being in very nature God, He (the
Son, Christ) did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness”
(Philippians 2:6-7).
But He went even further than entering

time in human likeness! You see, here is
the mind-bending thing: He who is so lofty,
humbled Himself “and became obedient
to death – even death on a cross!”
(Philippians 2:8).Why did the Timeless One
do that?
Because He loved His own too much
to stay safely “tucked away” in the timeless
zone!
Well, you and I have just had the great
privilege of having several Bible verses
confronting us with the mind-bending
timelessness of our Lord Jesus Christ! And
in some of these verses, it was Jesus Himself
who revealed that He is timeless – and,
therefore, God! So, I pray that this truth will
move our hearts, in great awe to, receive
Christ (or receive Him afresh) as our Saviour
and Lord! But what about that kind Muslim
lady of so long ago in Tokoroa? Would she
have understood and believed the
explanation of these Bible verses? Could
anyone of non-Christian background
understand and believe them? Yes, I believe

so, if in God’s will, these verses could be
explained to them prayerfully and in great
patience and humility.
Notes
1 Also cf. Col 1:19, “For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell” (ESV).
2 NASB. Unless otherwise indicated, all Bible
quotes in this article are from the NASB. As
for the title “Alpha and Omega,” also cf. Rev.
1:8 in which Alpha and Omega may refer to
God; and 2:8 and 21:6 in which this title
refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.
3 Emphasis mine
4 Emphasis mine
5 Cf. Hebrews 7:1,2
6 Cf. e.g., Kistemaker, Simon J. 2004. Exposition
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. (In: Kistemaker,
S.J. ed. New Testament Commentary. Grand
Rapids, MI : Baker Books. p. 185), “We ought
not to take this verse literally, for the author,
reasoning from silence (Gen.14:18-20), is
comparing Melchizedek with the priests who
descended from Aaron. The writer expected a
priest to establish and prove his priestly
descent … .”
7 Cf. Kistemaker (ibid:189)
8 Reymond, R.L. 1998. A new systematic

theology of the Christian faith. 2nd revised ed.
Nashville : Thomas Nelson. p.231.
9 Emphasis mine

Pieter J J van Huyssteen is the minister
of the Reformed Church in
Wainuiomata.

Time and eternity – a review
PETER HAVERLAND

‘Heaven’ by
Randy Alcorn
“To float around in the clouds with nothing
to do but strum a harp … it’s all so terribly
boring … I’d rather be annihilated than spend
eternity in a place like that.” In the first chapter
of Heaven, Randy Alcorn describes a
conversation a pastor had with him about
Heaven.
Often children’s literature and popular
art fail to portray Heaven from a biblical
perspective, which contributes to a poor
general understanding of Heaven. Alcorn
states that “Satan need not convince us that
Heaven doesn’t exist. He need only convince
us that Heaven is a place of boring, unearthly
existence.”
Purpose
The book ‘Heaven’ aims to debunk the
common misconceptions we have and paint

for us a biblical view of eternal life. Alcorn
challenges conventional thinking but from a
biblical perspective, and encourages us to
use our imagination fuelled by Scripture.
Although we will never perceive Heaven in
all its fullness, “the problem is not that the
Bible doesn’t tell us much about Heaven. It’s
that we don’t pay attention to what it tells
us.” Alcorn argues that if we are going to
spend all eternity there, surely we want to
know what it’s like.
“Imagine you’re part of a NASA team
preparing for a five-year mission to Mars.
After a period of extensive training, the
launch date finally arrives. As the rocket
lifts off, one of your fellow astronauts says
to you, ‘What do you know about Mars?’
Imagine shrugging your shoulders and
saying, ‘Nothing. We never talked about
it. I guess we’ll find out when we get
there.’ It’s unthinkable, isn’t it?”
Randy Alcorn is extremely well read on
this topic. He owns over 150 books on
Heaven and has thoroughly studied what the
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Bible has to say about our future home. He
has had endless discussions with everyday
Christians and been asked a wide range of
questions such as, “In Heaven, will some
people still be annoying? After all, eternity’s
a long time!”
The theology
The book begins with a large section called
‘A Theology of Heaven.’ This was a
compelling read that covers topics such as
where Heaven will be, the restoration of
Earth, and what we will be doing there.
Alcorn links Heaven to the best aspects
of the current earth and the imagery of the
Garden of Eden, with a focus on the renewal
and restoration of the earth to the glorious
place it once was. He explains that the most
beautiful parts of this world are sneak
previews, or “little foretastes,” of the world
to come. Many people believe that the
earth will be destroyed, but this would imply
that God is a “thwarted inventor whose
creation failed.”
Moving from the beauty of Heaven in
a physical sense, Alcorn explains the beauty
of seeing God’s face (the loftiest of all
aspirations) and the wonder of being in the
presence of the Great Creator, the Master
Artist, the Inventor of Music, the King of
the entire universe. How unthinkable is it
that to spend eternity with Him would be
boring?! He is the source of all that is
admirable and fascinating in us. It is a
wonderful read about the thrill of seeing
God in all His Glory, which will far exceed
the most exhilarating moments on this
earth.
One of the questions many people have
is what we will do in Heaven for all eternity.
I appreciated the focus that was placed on
the joy and wonder of working, learning
and serving for all eternity. Alcorn portrayed
these things not as burdensome or sinful
(after all, Adam and Eve did them in Eden)
but as a joy to do when we are unhindered
by sin and decay with unlimited resources
at hand.
As we live our lives in Heaven, we will
be overwhelmed by the magnificence of
the almighty King and everything we do
will overflow into worship. We will never
get enough of God because his knowledge
and beauty are inexhaustible. “When there’s
fulfilment, when there’s beauty, when we
see God as he truly is – an endless reservoir
of fascination – boredom becomes
impossible.”
This section broadened my view of
Heaven past the images that are often
portrayed and heightened the anticipation
of eternal life. I did not find it overly
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speculative and it formed a solid basis for
answering many of the tricky questions that
Alcorn covers in his second section.
The questions
In his section ‘Questions and Answers’
Alcorn responds to common questions on
topics such as clothes, pets, work,
technology, arts and books (to name just a
few). He generally forms sound arguments
based on his interpretation of the Bible.
This section was helpful for questions that
we are likely to either ask or come across
in conversations. We should not have to
brush off any and every question on Heaven,
and this book provides a basis to answer
many tricky topics, or at least get people
thinking about them.
Some of Alcorn’s statements are bold
and I think he takes a few liberties in his
views, which stretch the imagination and
application further than what is necessary.
There are bound to be things you will
disagree with in this section because he
covers subjects that most are too scared to
touch, leaving plenty of room for criticism.
That said, Alcorn is quick to admit if
something he states is either disputable or
based on his opinion. He states that
“Discussions of Heaven tend to be either
hyper imaginative or utterly unimaginative
… What we need is a biblically inspired
imagination.” Overall, he found a good
balance.
Living in the light of Heaven
Alcorn kept the book very practical by
viewing the things we do on this earth
(working, serving, leading, learning and
worshipping) as preparation for serving God
in heaven. As Alcorn puts it “Our lives on
Earth are a training camp to ready us for
Heaven.”
An accurate knowledge of Heaven also
helps us appreciate what God has given us
on this earth and assists us as we look forward
to eternity.
The book ‘Heaven’ also explains that
our understanding of Heaven will increase
our love for God and fuel our drive for
evangelism because we will want others to
share in the splendour of Heaven and spend
eternity marvelling at the beauty of God.
The weaknesses
Although the book unravelled a great
theology about Heaven, there were some
areas which we would disagree with in the
RCNZ. The most obvious of these was the
view of children in the covenant community.
Alcorn generally holds to a Baptist position,
arguing that children should not be saved

as they have not consciously chosen Christ,
however he leaves some allowance for
Christ’s atonement to cover their sins so
that they may be saved and go to Heaven.
I would refer to this as a ‘Blurry-Baptist’
position and he even makes some good
arguments for infant baptism along the way.
Our churches can be thankful for a clear
and biblical position on covenant children.
Alcorn also takes a more literal view of
the figures used in Scripture than many
people would. In an Appendix he outlines
his position on literal versus figurative
translations which helps to explain the
position from which he is writing.
General comments
As with every book this needs to be read
with a discerning mind but, in general, the
book helps sharpen our understanding of
what Heaven will look like and increases
the anticipation of eternity on the New
Earth. The thrill of living in Heaven,
worshiping God, serving the great King,
spending forever learning and enjoying all
God’s blessings is worth reading about and
meditating on.
At 560 pages ‘Heaven’ is not a short
read that you will knock off in a lazy
afternoon but Alcorn has a clear and plain
writing style with arguments that are easy
to follow.
Towards the end of the book he
concludes with these wonderful words,
“For the Christian, death is not the end
of adventure but a doorway from a world
where dreams and adventures shrink,
to a world where dreams and adventures
forever expand … We will live in a land
of fascinating observations, captivating
insights, wondrous adventures, and
spellbinding stories …
If you know Jesus, I’ll be with you in that
resurrected world. With the Lord we
love and with the friends we cherish,
we’ll embark together on the ultimate
adventure, in a spectacular new universe
awaiting our exploration and dominion.
Jesus will be the centre of all things, and
joy will be the air we breathe.
And right when we think “it doesn’t get
any better than this” – it will.”
Mr Peter Haverland is a member of
the Reformed Church in Pukekohe and
is currently studying for the ministry.

PETER H. HOLTVLÜWER
Facebook as a social media platform has
been servicing the general public since
around 2006. It got into the game early,
rose to prominence, and continues to
dominate its field. When I previously wrote
about Facebook some eleven years ago,
the platform had 900 million users. Today
it has more than 2.7 billion active monthly
users – nearly a third of the earth’s population
(and growing)! For the owners and
managers of Facebook, that’s an almost
unprecedented level of influence on
humanity and one of the reasons I’m
wondering if it’s time to say goodbye to
Facebook. The following concerns have
given me pause and perhaps they’ll give
you pause too.
From friend to customer
I use the word “influence” deliberately
because the very platform of Facebook itself
is not neutral. No platform or media outlet
or even any person can ever truly be neutral.
We all have a way of looking at the world
and our ethics and business practices
naturally flow out of that. Facebook is a
business, and its primary founder, owner,
and CEO, Mark Zuckerberg, is out to make

money. That’s one driving force behind the
way the app works. Zuckerberg also has
his beliefs and political views; these also
shape the way Facebook operates.
On the business side of things, the
algorithms have changed to favour paid
advertising over the organic reach of ordinary
(non-paying) users like most of us who
joined Facebook for the social connection.
Algorithms are the complicated formulas
at work behind the scenes, dictating which
posts or ads will show up in your personal
news feed. In the early years of Facebook,
these algorithms gave a lot more allowance
for the posts of your personal friends and
contacts to appear. Being on Facebook then
felt more like socializing among a broad
range of your friend group, a group you
controlled (in terms of access) and were
comfortable with.
This made it fun to share or comment
on pictures, funny stories, an event, a joke,
or the like. Conversely, expressions of grief,
support, and encouragement could be
readily offered. The more you shared, or
others shared with you, the more the
algorithms noticed you and made your
posts more likely to appear to others in your
wider friend group. Your social activity
would attract interest from friends of friends
and your circle of contacts would grow

Facebook might soon
be in my rear-view
mirror
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Facebook steals our
time, our mental energy,
and our focus

naturally. This is part of what is called
“organic growth.” Your network of contacts
expanded according to how you used
Facebook.
Over time, however, the algorithms
were adjusted (and they continue to be
tweaked) to cater to businesses and
advertisers. Soon people began to notice a
decrease of postings in their feeds related
to their friends. It seemed like a restriction
had been imposed on the reach of friends
into each other’s network. Your social circle
became smaller. In its place, you began
seeing many more ads and an increasing
number of articles and news items which
someone had paid to advertise in your
newsfeed. A change was underway:
Facebook social users steadily became
customers of a variety of merchants. It’s not
that being a customer is bad, or that
advertising is inherently evil. But I personally
don’t like being manipulated by algorithms
on a platform that drew me in for the social
experience. It feels like a bait and switch
to me and that’s a turn off.
Privacy invasion
Facebook is free for anyone to sign up, but,
as mentioned, Facebook is a business. So
how can Zuckerberg make money off users
who don’t pay anything for his service? By
taking something of value from users that
he can sell to others. That something is our
personal information and data. This is a
growing concern with other Big Tech players
like Google, YouTube, and Twitter too. We
can use their handy and (in many respects)
helpful services but in turn they receive
basic information about us (our personal
info we sign up with) and, even more
importantly, they receive data about our
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habits, interests, and patterns of usage on
their platforms. Facebook (and the others)
turn around and use that data to attract
paying advertisers of products (which the
algorithms suggest would interest you
personally) who view you and me as
customers. We become targeted by
merchants. Ever notice how after reading
an article on a certain topic or searching
for a certain subject that the next day you
begin seeing ads pop up that are related?
Or paid news or blog items of a similar
nature appear in your newsfeed? In 2010
this practice was in its infancy and barely
noticeable, but now the tracking of our
personal data has become so sophisticated
and so accurate it’s uncanny how they
“know what we’re thinking.” And creepy.
Some might like this feature because it gives
you lots of what you want, but I don’t like
the feeling of being stalked. I’ve stopped
Tweeting, I now use Duck-Duck-Go instead
of Google, and Facebook might soon be in
my rear-view mirror.
Throw-away content
As Facebook has shifted from primarily a
place to share fun things among friends,
more and more content has crept into our
newsfeeds in the form of blog posts, news
items, full length articles, and all kinds of
“click bait” items. Videos are also populating
the platform like never before. Businesses
of all kinds are vying for our attention. The
volume of information is immense. No one
could ever read (or watch) all of it and it’s
a never-ending stream. It reminds me of
the old cable or satellite TV where you
could watch hundreds of channels. There
was (still is!) something to watch every
minute of the day, 24-7, but what is the
quality of the content? What good does it
do us? No one could possibly watch even
a fraction of all that video, so what is the
value of it all? Very little, in my estimation.
There is so much to watch but so little
to see. There is so much to read but so little
worth retaining. Let’s be honest. While
certainly you can wade through the sea of
content to find the odd informative article
or truly educational video, isn’t the vast

majority of it simply forgettable? Throw-away?
And how much time do we waste looking
for the occasional pearl? It’s long been
established that Facebook is addictive (and
designed to be!) and so it’s a simple matter
to thoughtlessly scroll for long stretches at
a time (where did that hour go? that
evening?), multiple times a day, and what
have you got to show for it in the end? How
much useful knowledge is gained? Does
Facebook make us wise? Are we helped as
Christians to grow in our faith? Precious
little if any of that actually happens. Mostly
it’s the other way around, isn’t it? Facebook
steals our time, our mental energy, and our
focus. I think we should steal them back.
Censorship
Another annoying and concerning trend at
Facebook (and the other Big Tech
companies) is censorship of content. It
comes down to this: if Facebook doesn’t
like what you post, it will get publicly
flagged and ultimately taken down. In fact,
you don’t even own your own profile or
page, Zuckerberg does. And he is legally
allowed to take it/them down anytime he
wants. More than a few have had their
pages “disappeared” with barely an
explanation. If you violate the “values” of
Facebook (whatever those are), you risk
getting booted off. Twitter famously did this
recently with President Donald Trump, and
if the President of the United States can be
deactivated, you know it can happen to
you too.
Here is where being a Christian and
posting biblically-based content can run us
into trouble. Apparently, Facebook values
do not align very well with the teaching of
the Bible. Christian pastor and writer Paul
Washer had a sermon taken down from his
account because it was deemed “hate
literature.” The Christian satirical website
the Babylon Bee had its account suspended
a couple of times because Facebook thought
their joke was serious. The values of
Facebook align with the progressive left
which means that anything that offers
criticism or even perceived criticism of
homosexuality, transgenderism, feminism,
Black Lives Matter, radical Islam, and the
like is subject to censorship and likely to
get the boot. As Facebook (and other) social
media platforms seek to shut down contrary
voices (and Christians are among them), I
feel increasingly like an unwanted stranger.
I ask myself: why wait till Facebook’s
inhospitable environment becomes
outright hateful and oppressive?
Makes me judgmental

So far I’ve mentioned serious concerns with
the platform itself, but there are also
problems on my side as a user that make
me think of quitting. I’ve noticed myself
becoming judgy. Maybe you can relate.
What I mean is, there are people I know
or have an acquaintance with whom I like
and think well of. But then they post a
picture (or a bunch of pics) or recommend
an article that makes me question how I
feel about them. Or I notice a trend in their
posts that I interpret as self-centred or
egotistical. They’re all about themselves, I
catch myself thinking. The article they post
raises questions about their politics or their
theology. Suddenly I find that my opinion
of them has soured.
Without full context, without a discussion
on why they posted that piece or what they
think about the topic, I find myself inwardly
critiquing them and thinking ill of them. In
short, I become judgmental. This is judging
a person rashly and unheard, and it’s wrong
in God’s eyes. It also only serves to break
down my relationship with those neighbours.
It soon bothers me that I have formed unfair
negative opinions of people based on such
incomplete information, and this is another
powerful motivator to get off Facebook.
Friendships and acquaintances are far and
away best to form and enjoy and develop
in-person.
Divisive arguments
One thing I’ve learned the hard way
over the years is not to engage in debates
on Facebook (or on any social media).
Arguments can start very quickly with a
provocative comment or the posting of an
opinionated or pointed article. Whether or
not it’s intended, people can quickly become
offended and soon fire back with offensive
remarks. I am currently part of several
discussion groups (all of them Christian,
some within our Canadian Reformed
community) and, as long as the comments
or questions raised are informational or
without a hidden agenda (which is never
really hidden, is it?), people can usefully
answer queries, share helpful facts or tips,
and generally be of benefit. But, when
someone wants to start a discussion or
debate (even with the best of intentions,
namely, to broaden the discussion and
learn), it isn’t long before uncharitable
assumptions are supposed and harsh
comments follow, which often include
name-calling and insults. In some Facebook
groups it seems that these chippy arguments
are the norm. As Christians, are we
honouring our heavenly Father by the
manner in which we interact on Facebook?

I also wonder: has anyone actually
changed their mind on a topic by means
of a Facebook debate? Has greater
understanding developed and a consensus
appeared among participants? Do people
on opposite sides of the issue grow closer
to each other, gain a respect for one
another, and show true Christian harmony
and love? From all that I observe, the results
trend in the opposite direction: people get
upset, they entrench in their own views,
their opinion of others who hold different
views is lowered, and, in the end, there is
greater division. Surely this too does not
please the Lord who gave his life for his
church which he earnestly desires to be
united as one body (John 17:20-23)! This
aspect of Facebook is, frankly, an
embarrassment for us Christians and for me
another good reason to leave Facebook
behind.
Don’t get me wrong: discussions and
debates are absolutely important, but let’s
have them in person, face-to-face, where
we can look each other in the eye, read
body language, and hear tone of voice.
Let’s do it accompanied by prayer and with
every intent to stay unified. Then, in the
grace of the Holy Spirit, we will be much
better positioned to understand one another,
see the bigger picture, and maintain unity
and love even when we disagree.
Will I leave Facebook? I’m still undecided.
Is there a case to be made to stay involved?
Maybe. Perhaps one of our readers will
write a compelling letter to the editor
convincing me. Meanwhile, I’m edging
toward the exit. How about you?

Are we honouring our
heavenly Father by the
manner in which we
interact?

Mr Peter H. Holtvlüwer is the minister
of Ancaster Canadian Reformed Church
in Ancaster, Ontario.
Clarion (vol 70 No. 6. March 2021).
Used with permission
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Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL

June 1988
How often do we hear some minister or
elder addressed, or quoted, as the senior
minister or elder in the church, usually in
the context of more authority than the
others around him? The question that comes
to (my) mind when I hear that is, “What
then constitutes a junior office bearer? Is it
his age or length of service in that office?”
Article 31 of the Belgic Confession states in
the second paragraph: “As for the ministers
of God’s Word, they have equally the same
power and authority wheresoever they are,
as they are all ministers of Christ, the only
universal Bishop and the only Head of the
Church.” Note the adjective clause: “they
have equally the same power and authority
wheresoever they are.” This seniority business
contravenes the article in the Church Order
which states quite unequivocally that “no
office bearer shall lord it over another office
bearer.”
November
While in South Africa, I came across a lovely
poem tucked away in a Gideon Bible; it
was in Afrikaans. In the context of this essay,
it’s worth a translation.
THE LORD'S YARD STICK.
I’d love to work for my Master,
Great things I want to do.
But He said, “Just look around a bit,
Who then will all the small tasks do?”
I said, “But these are so small;
Nobody will know what I am doing!
No one will know of my Love for You,
Or see that light of my lamp.”
"Fancy that,” said the Master,
That’s how it was with me too.
Was Nazareth a great city,
And Bethlehem well known?”

April 1989
Dame Whina Cooper, a Maori “woman”
leader among men, grasped a hot potato
recency when she told her women-folk to
“let the men guide us on the canoe and let
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the women be the prime ministers in the
homes. Jesus was born of a woman,” she
said, “but Mary did not say she was a ruler.
She was the mother.” She told her people
“to stop demanding the return of their
ancestral land when they are not using what
they’ve got. I see no kumara,” she says, “no
potatoes, no corn, but only weeds, scrub
and tea-tree instead.” Her plea is to be “one
people in Aotearoa” because that is the
true meaning of the Treaty of Waitangi.
The same newspaper carried an article
by a travel writer for an overseas newspaper
who was sent around the Pacific to scout
around a bit; he returned with the news
that “we here are a land and ingenious, fun
loving nation.” But our driving is unyieldingly competitive while on the other hand
our conversation is more co-operative, as
eccentricity, direct contradiction, or showy
talk makes the company somewhat
nervous. However,” he reported back, “their
‘social’ rugby players carry their wild youth
through well past middle age,” and blames
them for so many “untimely deaths, more
than anywhere else in the world.”
Here in New Zealand we have a “Society
for the Protection of Public Education.”
They are a very worried lot. Their latest
pamphlet appeals to the nation “not to
allow public schools to be Destroyed” by
increasing numbers of private (Christian)
schools sprouting up here, there and
everywhere. They beg the public to support
the public system of education which is
free, open to all, secular and community
controlled and to oppose the use of public
money to foster religious or Social privilege.
Their attack is now focussed on the
truthfulness of statements such as, “Private
school teachers are more dedicated, their
pupils more successful, their programmes
more effective and their moral values
superior.” But their attack does not include
evidence, only expressions of doubt and
questioning.
Recently, reading through Charles Haddon
Spurgeon’s autobiography, I came across
a remark from one of his father’s
parishioners. As he shook hands after the
service, he would never say to his minister,
“You had a beautiful sermon this morning,
pastor,” or “You preached well, thank you,”

but

he would
say, “I heard
you well this
morning, it spoke to
my heart!”

June
At last! It is publicly acknowledged in the
press that we have entered the age of
rudeness. And I ask myself, “Is this
progressive evolution or a return to the dark
ages?” TV interviewers have no qualms
about being impertinent in their quest for
the truth at the expense of the interviewee.
There is no more shame attached to
impudence, ill behaviour and insolence in
the public arena. New Zealand has its fair
share and saw a public display of verbal
violence when the American yachtsman
Dennis Conner got the treatment as our
guest. And on the road the old-fashioned
finger wagging has been replaced by a more
up to date and effective finger movement.
It gets thrown at you with or without rhyme
or reason. Young and old do this. That’s
what humanism has done to our society.
“We’re all equal, you know,” they tell you,
babe or (b)old, blond or grey. You’re either
a “sweet little girl” or a “dear old lady” and
both times they look down on you!
Abridged

Focus on the Christian life

Husbands:
Be a Godly Head
A Christian husband is the head of his wife.
Put another way, if you are a husband,
you are responsible for your wife.
In Ephesians 5:22-33 we are given a lot
of important teaching on marriage. Two
things are worth noting to demonstrate
Christian headship:
1. Husbands are the head of the wife even
as Christ is the head of the church (v23)
2. Being a Christ-like head involves loving
your wife as Christ loved the church
(v25)
Jesus loved the church by giving himself
up for her – or dying for her sins (v25) with
the purpose of sanctifying her (v26) and
make her holy and without blemish (v27).
Jesus takes responsibility for his bride’s
sin by paying the punishment her sin
deserves and he takes responsibility for her
holiness by giving her his holiness and then
by working in her to produce holiness by
the power of the Spirit changing her heart.
Jesus took responsibility for his church
and we are to take responsibility for our
wife and family. Here are two ways Jesus
took responsibility for the church that
Christian husbands can seek to imitate.
1. He initiated the relationship
with her
“God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans
5:8
When did Jesus first love his people?
Before time began. When did Jesus die for
his church? Before anyone was born. If you
are a Christian, when did Jesus send
someone to preach the gospel to you?
Before you knew about him. When did
Jesus send His Spirit to regenerate you and
produce faith and repentance? It was before
you exercised that faith and repentance.
When does Jesus work to show you your
sin and drive you to repentance? Well, it’s
before you knew you had sinned and before
you wanted to repent.
Jesus is the great initiator of salvation.

When it comes to saving the church, God
does everything first. This goes for election,
it goes for the atonement, it goes for
justification and it goes for our sanctification. Jesus starts it all.
So, Jesus initiates. This is a way that a
husband can be a godly head, take
responsibility and be a model of Christ in
his marriage. The husband is tasked with
initiating. This doesn’t mean that the wife
isn’t allowed to initiate anything. But it
means that it is on husbands to start anything
that needs doing in the marriage
relationship. It’s our job.
So, if you find yourself in a situation
where something needs discussing or there’s
a fight and someone needs to make the
first move towards peace, you don’t need
to sit around wondering who should start
the conversation – husbands, its our job to
move in and start talking. We aren’t allowed
to sit back and wait for our wife to fix the
problem. Even if we are completely in the
right and our wife was completely in the
wrong (not that that will ever happen), we
are still the one who is to go after her and
talk and sort it out. This is what Jesus does
for us.
What else might this look like? Well, if
you are a man who isn’t married but would
like to be – one of the things men are to
initiate is marriage itself. Just as Jesus
pursues and wins his bride, men, if you
want to be married, your job is to find out
her name and ask her.
Because we are fallen men and are not
perfect models of Jesus, this also means that
we should be the first to repent. Whenever
there is sin in the marriage relationship, it
is our job to confess our own sin first. Her
sin might be worse, she might be more
stubborn about it, she may rub our
confession in our face – but we are to be
the peacemaker and the one who initiates
a gospel reconciliation. And this means that
we get to repent first.
This also means we men should be
initiating conversation about how our
family will run. Questions about parenting,
money, commitments, future plans, all these
sorts of things are things we should be
initiating conversation about. We may not
have all the answers, but we should be
thinking about what things need to be
discussed and then raising them as a

discussion point. God made the wife to be
a helper and you may well find that she has
all the good ideas regarding what to do but
it is your job to raise the topic.
2. He owned her sin and her
holiness
“For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.” 2 Cor
5:21
What is your default reaction when your
wife is in a bad mood? What do you do if
your wife has wronged you?
In Ephesians 5 and 2 Corinthians we
see what Jesus did when his bride sinned.
He took responsibility for it. He took on
the guilt of our sin so that we might be
righteous in God’s sight. In Ephesians, he
“gave himself up for her that he might
sanctify her … so that he might present the
church to himself in splendour, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing.”
Now, you can’t die for your wife like
Jesus did, and you can’t give her your
righteousness like Jesus did. But you can
die for her in a different way and so show
the world what Jesus is like. And you can
work to produce holiness in her and so
imitate Jesus. The principle here is that your
wife’s holiness is your responsibility.
This first means that I should be diligent
to pursue holiness myself. In fact, that is the
most important thing my wife needs from
me: holiness. This too is modelling Jesus
work – Jesus had to be holy in order to save
his bride. I can’t be as holy as Jesus, but I
can pursue holiness so that I am in a position
to help my wife.
This means that I should be praying for
my wife. Unpack the gospel with her and
show her how the gospel brings forgiveness
and a changed heart that is free not to sin
in that way again. Know when she is likely
to struggle and prioritise her holiness. This
would be a case of selfless thinking – and
that is how a man can die for his wife.
This looks like leading our wives and
our families in seeking God. This means
that it is our job to set the priorities of our
house and those priorities need to include
church and regular worship in the home.
That might mean reading the bible each
night, it might mean reading a book to our
wife in bed, it might be something we do
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in the morning – but it is our
responsibility as a picture of Jesus to
be washing our wife with the word
to cleanse her and present her more
holy than when she was given to us.
The Puritans put it this way: a man
is the pastor of his family. In the same
way that the elders of a church are
tasked with pursuing the holiness of
the members, a Christian husband is
tasked with pursuing the holiness of
his household, starting with his wife.
So, the question is, if you are
married, is your wife holier now than
she was when you were first married?
Is my wife defeating sins in her life,
not despite my influence, but because
of my influence? Am I working to
‘sanctify and cleanse her with the
washing of water by the word’?
Tom is the manager at Reformers
Bookshop and an elder at
Smithfield Baptist Church.

Cancer response
by H24X

Some cancer sufferers are so brave
Some seem so strong while other’s cave
in from the physical and emotional stress
and feel their lives are one big mess

AP

Yet some feel energized, in control and strong
understand what’s been happening all along
As the cancer leaves, their energy returns
God upholds them all through their many concerns
Prayer is answered, they are upheld
The mystery of this is through God beheld
our Saviour, Redeemer, Father and Comforter
knows all that we need both now and after
knows even what’s required before we ask
So nothing’s impossible, not one single task
answered prayer – the blessings, how can it be
because Christ my Saviour, died for me.
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Living in Christ’s
death
“Not only so, but we rejoice in
our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope”
(Romans 5:1–5).
The Christian has a sure and certain
hope of glory in Christ, but often we don’t
hold firmly to that hope. Paul says that God’s
way to strengthen hope is by taking us
through suffering. We have the privilege of
union with Christ, and in this union, we are
privileged to suffer as He did. Such suffering
produces perseverance, as we remain faithful

in the midst of the strong temptation to
depart from Him. This perseverance refines
our character, creating stability and integrity,
and such stability strengthens our hope.
When we see God’s faithfulness to us
through our periods of suffering, we are
encouraged to grasp the hope of glory. Such
suffering is an experience of the death of
Christ, and Paul says that we who have died
in Christ must also live in Him daily
(Romans 6). We are to count ourselves
dead to sin and to the world, and count
ourselves alive to a new life in Him. Death,
the original judgment for Adam’s sin, is
what works sin in us. We love death because
we hate God, who is life itself (Proverbs
8:35–36). Adam’s sin produces death in
us, and our inner death produces sin in us,
and this sin leads to the wages of more
death (Romans 9:23) and more sin and
more death and more sin. If we consider
ourselves as already dead and judged, we
cripple the inner wellspring of the cycle of
sin and death. Thus, according to Paul,
because Christ has broken the power of
death in us, we never have any reason to
sin. Sin is never necessary, but it is inevitable.

It is possible that we will live a perfect life
in the Spirit, but it is a fact that none of us
will do so. Thus, we must always flee back
to the Cross for forgiveness, and we must
always appropriate anew the power of the
Resurrection to live new lives. It is the law
that shows us our sin (Romans 7). Because
we are still sinners, we need the law to point
out our failings and drive us back to Christ.
Indeed, our sinfulness continues to run
down so deep, that the law has the effect
of sparking rebellion in us. When God tells
us not to do something, we are inclined to
defy Him and do it anyway. Realizing this,
we are more desperate for His grace, and
we run to Him as never before. Have you
been asleep to your sinfulness lately? In
your prayers today, ask God to show you
where the continuing cycle of sin and death
is operating in your life. Then confess these
things to Him, and appropriate His
forgiveness and the power of new
resurrection life in Jesus Christ.
Ligonier Ministries

weaving together biblical, historical,
systematic, and practical theologies. Here
there is a New Testament introduction,
which puts the authors and books in their
historical settings. This section also includes
a chapter on the intertestamental period,
as well as an explanation of methodology.
Gamble provides an orthodox and accessible
statement of the Reformed view of
Scripture. Throughout the main body of
the work there is not a lot of argument or
interaction with opposing views. Footnotes,
which are legion, are where the reader
would look for such interactions.

Parts 2 through 5 are united under
“God’s Mighty Acts” as the work moves
through the doctrines of God, Jesus Christ,
the atonement for sinners, union with
Christ, and the church. Part 5 is a biblical
“Philosophy of Life” that includes an
explanation and defence of the Van Tilian
presuppositional apologetic.
Given the scope of the work, there is
the necessary bird’s-eye view of theology.
But, what many will find useful is that the
author often swoops down to exegete
important Scripture passages. This is
probably the strongest and most endearing

Books in focus

The Whole Counsel of God, vol. 2:
The Full Revelation of God
by Richard C. Gamble. P&R, 2018.
Hardcover, 1,144 pages, $40.50
(Amazon)
Reviewed by OP pastor Everett A.
Henes
This is the massive second volume of a
planned three-volume work by Dr. Richard
C. Gamble. The first volume worked through
prolegomena and the Old Testament.
Volume 2 picks right up with a look at God’s
revelation in the New Testament age,
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aspect of the work. For instance, under the
discussion of the extent of Christ’s atonement
there is an analysis of John 3:16.
Consideration of union with Christ leads to
a lengthy discussion of Romans 6–7,
complete with a wrestling through the
question of whether Romans 7 is
unregenerate or regenerate Paul. Familiar
passages are examined (Eph. 2:1–10) as
well as not so familiar ones (Revelation).
The work is written accessibly, and
includes a list of key terms and in his
discussions of Christ’s mediatorial kingship
and of song in worship. After discussion of
Christ’s role as king, and Paul’s words in
Romans 13, Gamble asserts, “Any state that
has not sworn allegiance to Christ is immoral”
(520). Elsewhere he acknowledges the
tension that exists in the Christian life as we
live in the “already but not-yet” as regards
Christ’s fully consummated kingdom.
When it comes to song in worship,
Gamble argues that singing “as an Old
Testament type” is fulfilled in Christ, along
with the rest of the ceremonial laws and
trappings associated with tabernacle and
temple worship, such as musical instruments (829). Singing is then reinstituted, in
the New Testament, by apostolic command but without instrumentation. The
songs commanded, as Gamble explains it,
are the psalms and only the psalms. With
these two particular views known in
advance, OPC readers will be less surprised
by the author’s conclusions.
New Horizons, January 202

Christ and the Kingdoms of Men:
Foundations of Political Life
by David C. Innes. P&R, 2019.
Paperback, 264 pages, $15.00.
Reviewed by OP elder Thomas
Sorkness.
Does the Bible have anything to say about
politics? Can Christians find anything in it
about the constitutionality of Obamacare,
the legitimacy of building “the wall,” or
slapping tariffs on China? One would be
hard pressed, I believe, to come up with
hard and fast biblical arguments to promote
or refute these policies.
That doesn’t mean, however, that the
Bible has nothing to say about government
and politics. There is much to be learned
by studying Scripture in order to understand
God’s common grace provision of civil
authority. I teach civics to twelfth graders.
Each year, I begin with a unit titled “God,
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Man and Government.” In that unit, I present
the Bible’s fundamental teachings regarding
God’s general will for mankind through the
creation ordinances, man’s fall into sin, and
the establishment of civil government.
When I tell my students’ parents about this
unit, many wish that they could sit in the
class. I have found over the years that many
adult believers have little to no conception
of what the Bible teaches about civil
authority.
In his recent book, Christ and the Kingdoms of Men: Foundations of Political Life,
David C. Innes provides the kind of
introduction Christians need in order to
understand this important topic. Paralleling
some of Abraham Kuyper’s ideas, Innes lays
the foundation for civil authority and its
role as put forward in Scripture, particularly
Romans 13. He spends quite a bit of time
developing the concept of authority and
applying the two fundamental
responsibilities of government – praising
good and punishing evil. The focus on
punishing evil is well developed with several
chapters dedicated to various applications,
such as life and property, piety and morality,
and liberty. His development of praising
good is less developed and could be
expanded.
From the fundamental concepts
presented above, Innes moves on to an
examination of the current view of man
and the state. From the ancients to the
moderns, Innes draws deeply from the well
of Western political thought to demonstrate
the process by which we have arrived at
our present understanding. He does so with
a critical eye, placing beliefs under the
microscope of God’s Word. Innes’s work
is not only analytical, it is also instructive.
He addresses questions regarding the nature
of human relationships, community, civic
order, the role of government, and how
Christians are to see political life in general.
I believe Innes has provided a valuable
resource and starting point for Christians to
understand what the Bible teaches and
intends regarding civil authority. Although
Innes tips his hand periodically to his own
ideological bent, his objective scholarship
far outweighs any distraction. The book is
set up with study questions and glossaries.
Many, including my students’ parents, would
benefit by reading and discussing the work.
New Horizons, February 2020

My Heart Cries Out: Gospel
Meditations for Everyday Life
by Paul David Tripp. Crossway, 2019.
Paperback, 256 pages, $17.59

(Amazon).
Reviewed by OP minister Mark A.
Green.
The poet Wallace Stevens wrote, “One
beats and beats for that which one believes,”
which is an apt description for this collection
of meditations by Dr. Paul David Tripp. An
influential author of more than thirty books,
Tripp is known for his passionate
communication of the gospel to audiences
around the world. In this beautifully bound
book by Crossway, he offers intense

reflections on how our Lord attends to us
in our deepest trials.
The author assures us in the preface that
he knows and understands the conflicts of
our journey. He writes for those battling
the vicissitudes of this tellurian life with
“celebratory hymns, disappointing cries,
pleas for help, groans of confusion, shouts
of joy, theological meditations, desperate
requests, heartfelt confessions, hope for
help in temptation, quiet contemplations,
honest notes along the journey” (preface).
Entries in this collection average two
pages each, convenient to accompany daily
Bible reading. Tripp includes two other
useful helps with each passage: a relevant
Bible verse and questions for personal
reflection.
Each reading includes descriptive titles.
In “Beauty” we encounter an antidotal
focus on our Lord’s attributes when, in the
midst of our struggles, we desperately need
to have the eyes of our heart fixed not on
ourselves but on our loving heavenly Father.
By grace all that you are,
you are for me.
So to fight my divine beauty
amnesia,
tomorrow once again in the quiet of the
early morning,
I will stop and gaze upon your beauty,
and I will
rest
Delightful, even mysterious, devotional
titles beckon you into insightful passages

for reflection. In “Spiritual Schizophrenia”
there is a convicting clash of perspectives
that reveals how differently we view our
secret personal sins from the external failings
of our neighbour we are called to love.
I must confess
that I so often look at others through the
lens of
the law,
while I want others to look at me through
the lens of
grace.
The final offering in this collection is
“Forevermore,” which hints at the famous
lines in “The Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe.
Poe’s poem is laden with doubt and
dreariness, told by a craven narrator speaking
only of a shadowed hopeless sorrow. By
contrast, “Forevermore” is full of hope. It
is the great hope of the gospel, that
particular hope that Christ is forming in us,
a hope that pleases and glorifies him even
as our hearts cry out:
your work in me and for me
come to
completion,
and I will finally be
like you and
near you and
I will reign with you
forevermore!
New Horizons, February 2020

When you fear God, you fear nothing else,
whereas if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.
– Oswald Chambers
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Focus on current affairs

As secularism has let
people down, is Europe a
soil now ready for
sowing?
Canon J. John | May 10, 2021
Despite its popular title, Jesus’ parable of
‘The Sower’ implies that fruitful evangelism
depends not so much on the one who sows
the seed but on the soil it lands on. My
experience as an evangelist confirms this:
the fruits of preaching seem to depend on
place as much as proclamation. And in
terms of hard soil for the gospel, Western
Europe has long been seen as a region
where sown seeds of faith fail to take root.
Happily, I sense things are changing.
At least locally, Europe’s hard ground seems
to be breaking up with a new receptivity
for the gospel. Personally, I can testify to a
growing interest in the Good News. In
recent years, we’ve had a million people
attending my Ten Commandments mission
series and had evangelistic events filling
the largest venues available. Reduced to a
virtual presence by Covid, I found myself
with so many invitations for Easter Day
2021 that I ended up preaching virtually
at 747 churches and at 120 prisons. And
it’s not just me. A remarkable work of the
Spirit is occurring amongst Europe’s Iranian
migrants and refugees to the extent that,
in Britain at least, many churches have one
or two families of converts. Across the
continent God is working amongst the 12
million Roma or gypsy peoples so that as
many as a third are now Pentecostal
Christians. And in France – modern atheism’s
birthplace – evangelicals have gone from
50,000 to over 700,000 in a lifetime.
Spiritual soil in Europe is more promising
for the gospel than for generations, perhaps
centuries.
What’s going on? Ultimately, of course,
this is a work of God’s Spirit and I’m grateful
for that. Yet I believe that a big part of
what’s happening is that secularism – the
‘religion of non-religion’ – which hardened
the continent against the gospel from the
French Revolution onwards, is crumbling
as people are increasingly disillusioned by
its failure as a belief to live by.
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Why has secularism failed? I think it’s
because it has been found to be inadequate
for our heads, lives and hearts: what we
think, what we do and what we feel.
Take how we think. Here secularism
has shown a failure of explanation.
Everybody wants to know why things are
the way that they are and there is a
demand for some ‘big story’ that gives
meaning to existence. Secularism promised
that it would replace the ‘inadequate’ and
‘childish’ explanations of religion with
better ones based on science. Yet while
we have seen enormous technological
progress, science has failed to answer the
big questions of existence. Life,
consciousness and even the universe itself
remain mysteries. Thinking people are
finding secularism barren and unsatisfactory. In contrast, the gospel holds out the
richest and most meaningful of answers:
we are made by God, loved by him and,
if we choose, eternally redeemed by him.
If secularism has been inadequate for
how we think, it has been even more so
for how we live and here I find three
failures. First, it has displayed a failure of
ethics. This is of course inevitable: you can’t
get a meaningful morality out of a
meaningless universe. The results are
troubling. As individuals, men and women
are left with no guidance on how to live.
As societies we are seeing many problems.
Politics, set free from God-given rules, is
becoming an amoral game of winner-takesall in which the weak are crushed. Equally
unchecked by morality, the brutal and
simplistic certainties of nationalism and
racism are flourishing in the vacuum left
by secularism. Secularism’s rejection of
moral absolutes has also led to a more
subtle but no less frightening threat: an
aggressive culture of ‘wokeness’ with zealous
inquisitors anxious to punish anyone who
does not conform to political correctness.
In contrast, the gospel not only sets out the
solid ground of right and wrong but
proclaims a just, gracious and loving God
who seeks to save the lost.
Second, secularism has shown a failure
of expectation. It is a gloomy creed devoid
of purpose and hope, and offers no guidance

on goals and ambitions. What are we to
live for? The answer is silence. Secularism
offers no more than wishful thinking, either
for lives shadowed by the grave or a world
haunted by threats. In contrast, the gospel
offers true hope for this life and the next.
Third, with secularism there has been
what could be called a failure of
empowerment. Many people feel that their
existence is dominated by unseen forces,
whether fate, chance or spiritual powers.
Against such oppression, secularism is
helpless. The gospel, however, is not: Jesus
is Lord over all powers. The breakthroughs
with the Roma communities have occurred
because in Christ they found a power which
could liberate them from enslavement by
other forces.
Secularism has failed minds and lives
but also hearts, where it has shown a failure
of excitement. No one sings songs, flies
banners or holds festivals about secularism.
It is the dullest, driest and most depressing
of beliefs. Yet, in glorious contrast, the
gospel joyfully holds out to everybody God’s
love, peace and hope.
Secularism has failed and across Europe
the baked, dry soil it has produced is
crumbling. We have a receptive time for
sowing. But what seeds are to be sown?
After all, there are other sowers walking
the fields, seeking to plant New Age
mysticism and other faiths. Yet the only
creed that offers truly satisfactory answers
to the challenges of life, death and eternity
is an authentic Christianity.
Here in Europe we live in interesting
days. We Greeks – to whom European
culture is in permanent debt – have a word
for such a time. It is a kairos moment: a
time of favour and opportunity that
requires action. Let’s take it, for Christ’s
Kingdom!
J. John, Reverend Canon

Kurios Conference 2021
After a year’s cessation, the Kurios Conference was in full swing
on Saturday 14 April in the fair city of New Plymouth. It was held
in the Cornerstone Baptist Church and was well attended by the
local folk and visitors from as far as Wellington and the North
Shore.
The theme of the conference was “HOPE”. Dr Michael Flinn
gave some absorbing addresses on this subject starting with What
is hope? – sources of hope and the Bible’s response; Does God
care? – the problem of pain; The solution – Christ and suffering.
The talks certainly resonated with many in a variety of ways for
none are immune to the effects of a broken world. God’s
sovereignty, love, compassion and salvation shone through in all
the talks, and we were thankful for the warm and engaging
manner in which Dr Flinn delivered them.
The organizers of the Reformed Church of New Plymouth
did a great job of catering for those in attendance showing warm
hospitality with plenty of tea, coffee etc.
As you can see from the photos, of which we can only supply
a few, there was lovely fellowship with the saints and how good
and pleasant it was to share a great hope that we have in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Many thanks to Mr Peter Wills for the images.
Ed.
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Kurios Conference 2021

Photos by Mr Peter Wills NPRC.
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