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Many of us consider that we are very blessed to live in such a modern era, with its
many conveniences which previous generations have not known. The Wringer
Washing machine from the 1950s and 60s revolutionised washing with its tub,
agitator and the wringer rollers to remove the excess water from the clothes.
Manufacturing of these household appliances has evolved into the production of
modern, efficient time-saving contraptions, designed to save the modern family
time and effort.
In a similar way, the systems that our country has developed to distribute food
are quite impressive by comparison to what they may have been at one time. Have
you ever considered when sitting down to your evening meal, what it took for you
to receive that produce from the paddock to your plate?
Of course it starts in the paddock, but where does it go to in between? After
harvest, round up or milking, it is off to processing. Somewhere through the process,
there are food technicians and scientists and meat inspectors who add their
knowledge and skills to help make that produce safe for human consumption.
Then, there is the packaging, storage and distribution points and finally the
supermarket where you, the consumer, can purchase almost anything that you
may wish. That is the condensed version, and I may have missed something along
the way.
It all seems so easy! When we need something, off to the store we go. In some
respects, we may be guilty of taking things for granted. In other countries, it may
seem that we live in some kind of utopia.
We need to consider the Lord’s gracious providence in all this. There have been
times in modern history, when people suffered greatly because the systems were
put under enormous pressure, such as WWII or our more recent pandemic and
the lockdowns, when people panicked before the fact and bought out stocks of
toilet paper and other necessary commodities which could have disadvantaged
others. As good as the distribution systems are, they couldn’t keep up with the
abnormal demand. Thankfully, that is not the norm.
Let us give thanks to the Lord for the blessings that we enjoy each day, as we
partake of food and drink, and remember what it takes to receive these good gifts
from paddock to plate.
Our writers of very different backgrounds inform us about their contribution
(whether past or present) and involvement in food production from a Christian
perspective. S.D.G.
Mr Clarence Stolte considers primary food production.
Mrs Rochelle Flinn gives us food for thought.
Dr Richard Vannoort considers food quality and safety.
Mr Tim Challies challenges the Christian about having a good reputation with
those outside the church.
Focus on home produces the gleanings from around the churches and presbytery
reports.
Mr Murray Campbell investigates the illegalities of pastoring.
A pictorial feast of the 2021 National Camp for Cadets and GEMS.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.

From paddock to plate
CLARENCE STOLTE

Farmer, Manager,
Producer
I don’t normally get asked to write articles
because, well, I’m a farmer. Please accept
this article as being agricultural by design.
If you produce food, would like to start
producing food, or eat food, then this
article may be helpful to you!
To live and work on a farm is a
wonderful privilege. Farmers get to be
outside in the wonder of God’s creation,
working with nature every day.
In any one day I might be milking cows
during a beautiful sunrise, rearranging the
limbs of a calf stuck during birth, driving a
tractor sowing seed, teaching new-born
calves to feed, planting trees along a
stream, examining soil health, or
identifying various bugs on plants or in
soils. These are just a few common
on-farm tasks.

fertility, observing crop progress, managing weeds and pests, and monitoring
moisture levels, than in the sowing and
harvesting combined!
Last week I was due for a regular check
on one of our kale crops. I found myself
walking through thigh-high wet kale
leaves. My pants were saturated; kale
leaves hold puddles of water which they
dump on you as your legs brush against
them. When your pants reach saturation
point, the water makes its way down into
your gumboots! Not a nice feeling.
But I needed to go into the crop: I
noticed that there were weeds starting to
invade and caterpillars were threatening
the crop. I needed to see how widespread
and severe the weed and insect burden is.

Clarence recording pregnancy
information as a veterinarian
scans cows.

The perfect farm
God tells us in Genesis that He created the
universe. He made it good, and
everything in it was also good. God
planted a garden called Eden and placed
Adam in it (Genesis 2:8). God wanted
Adam to “work it and keep it” (Genesis
2:15).
When I read the whole of Genesis
chapter 2, I think how wonderful it would
have been to be looking after that garden.
It was fully irrigated by a river. Plants were
springing up out of the ground that were
good to look at and eat. It seems
everything was working in favour for
Adam in that garden. His daily work must
have been joyful and fulfilling!
The fallen farm
One of my regular tasks is to check on our
crops. Crops don’t just get planted and
then left to merrily grow until harvest. In
fact, for most crops, more time, effort and
money are invested in managing soil
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I’m frustrated because I have already sunk a lot of
time, energy and outlay into this paddock of kale.
I then pen into my diary a list of issues to either
deal with or research, and take a few photos so
that I can check if the situation is worsening later
in the week. Growing crops has not been easy
since the fall!
Occasionally nearby I’ll hear a cow bellow
with strain as she pushes on her calf and I often
remember that the cause of that pain is man’s sin
(Genesis 3:16-19). In order to have food we now
have to wrestle with nature, and then we die.
Sounds glum, but some days farmers see and feel
this curse very directly!
God’s farmers
In Genesis 1:28, after God created Adam and Eve
in His likeness, he told them as His representatives
to “fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves
over the earth”. He also gave all creation as food
for them: “behold I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them
for food”.
God made humans as the caretakers and
beneficiaries of creation. It is clear to see that we
must care for it as something that brings God glory,
and also utilise it to provide for mankind.
I can’t think of any other profession that gets as
close to the reality of that great responsibility – to
care for the earth and to utilise it for our food –
than that of farming!
As God’s representatives, we need to continue
to carry out His mandate, in spite of the curse.
Christian farmers should be God’s
representative caretakers of the land we have
been entrusted with.
Not only does nature glorify God (Psalm 19:1),
but it also tells all people that there is a Creator
and Sustainer (Job12:7-9). God reveals himself in
creation: “For his invisible attributes, namely, his
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in
the things that have been made. So they are
without excuse”.(Romans 1:20)
Most people I know seem to give
extraordinarily little thought to the incredible
design there is in all of nature. I wish that could
never be said of Christians! Surely if all mankind is

(Top) The Stolte family planting trees as part of a
wetland restoration project. Tree planting is part of
the annual farming calendar.
(Middle) 4kg/hectare of turnip seed can grow
10,000kg of turnips in 90 days.
(Bottom) Olivia, Charlie and Adelaide Stolte feeding
orphan lambs.
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without excuse because of how God has
revealed himself in creation, then we – who
know God through the Word – should be sure
to know Him in creation also. We should be
pointing out the wonder of design to our
unbelieving friends too.
In this we also need to be sure to give
praise to the Creator and not the creation.
Sadly, today’s environmental and conservation
efforts are led by people who do so in the
service of the created, and not the Creator.
The way Christian farmers care for our
livestock, the aquatic life in our waterways,
and the ecosystems which surround us, should
reflect the amazement that we have when we
see God’s character revealed in these beautiful
and intricate things.
Farm produce
As a farmer, I put a lot of work into producing
food. However, I’m learning more and more
that I really don’t create the produce! Rather,
I manage creation for produce.
I don’t think anyone knows how to
combine sunlight and water to create food,
but God gives us photosynthesis – which we
use to grow food! I don’t stop often enough to
wonder that I can plant 4kg of turnip seed in
fertile soil, allow sunlight and rain (undeserved
gifts from God) to do their thing, and harvest
10 tons of turnips 90 days later! What an
amazing Creator!
Not only does this give a sense of awe and
worship, but also a humble reliance on my
provider. I can plant, I can water, but only God
gives growth.
I feel this very strongly when things are
outside of my control, such as when waiting
for autumn rains during a drought. But really,
the growth was never in my control. 1
Corinthians 3:6-9 teaches us to apply this

understanding of humble reliance on God,
to all of work in God’s kingdom.
It’s not only in unfarmed natural
environments that we see the wonder of
God’s creation, but also when we use what
God provides to produce food for
mankind.
We have a responsibility to provide
food for mankind, of varieties that are
useful for physical sustenance (Gen
1:28-29). We were given all of creation to
enjoy and be physically nourished. It
would be fair to assume that we therefore
should not produce something that
nourishes if it causes people harm in other
ways.
Our produce should – at minimum –
be of a quality that does not risk peoples’
health. We should strive to produce the
best quality food we can.
I have heard many stories from older
farmers who have described stories of
sickness or injury due to unsafe use of

(top) – The neighbourhood children
came to see the release of dung beetles
on the Stolte’s farm. Dung beetles
improve soil health and water quality by
evenly distributing dung through the
soil.
(below) – When Tractor #1 got
stuck…Tractor #2 plus the neighbour’s
tractor were needed to pull it out. That
afternoon did not go to plan.
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machinery or chemicals. Today there is
increasing awareness of the impact food
production can have on drinking water. As
Christian food producers we must be
trying to provide for the good sustenance
of people, both in what we produce, but
also in the implications of our production.
Another implication of this principle is
that we care for the sustainability of our
resources, so that future farmers have
healthy soil and water supply to be able to

continue to produce food for future
generations. Techniques such as
minimising tillage to preserve soil
structures, and not drawing more
irrigation water than can be replenished
are just some of the actions we can take to
care for our resources.
A restored farm
Christian farmers can look forward to the
return of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Because of his redeeming work on our
behalf, not only will the elect be
resurrected with new and perfect bodies,
but creation will also be made new and
without a curse. We will live in a new
earth, where our work will be nothing but
joy as we work in a world which only
blesses us and perfectly glorifies our God.
Mr Clarence Stolte is a member of the
Reformed Church in Masterton.

From paddock to plate
ROCHELLE FLINN
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Food processing and
manufacturing
The world we live in is different from that
of our great-grandparents. Everything
moves faster and changes faster too. There
is more knowledge, more choice and
more legislation. We live differently and
we eat differently. Food manufacturing
and processed food has, and still does,
play a part in this change.
The very mention of processed food
can lead to some very interesting and
emotive discussions. In this article it is not
my intention to discuss whether or not you
should eat a certain food, but rather to
reveal a few of the opportunities that exist
for Christians in food manufacturing, and
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how we can fulfil our calling in this
environment.
Urbanisation has changed what,
and the way we eat
In 2018, 55.3% of the world’s population
was considered urban dwelling, and this is
forecast to grow to approximately two
thirds of the projected world population
by 2050. In New Zealand, 87% of us
dwell in an urban setting (2019)1.
To most of us urbanisation brings up
images of growing towns and cities,
housing difficulties, water and sanitation
issues, traffic problems and air pollution2
but it is more than this. Urbanisation has
been a product of industrialisation for

nearly two centuries and is one of the
biggest drivers in determining the food
system we have today. It has determined
where our food is produced, distributed
and processed, how it is used, and what is
done with the waste. For food
manufacturers, urbanisation has driven,
and continues to drive, their businesses –
small or large – in the decisions they make,
and how they innovate3.
The Fall of man makes food
processing necessary in an
urbanised world
Another factor driving food
manufacturing, one that is not so often
acknowledged in the workforce, is the

effect of the fall. The world that our Lord
created “very good” no longer functions as
originally designed. Death and decay, pest
and disease have become a part of our
world. Much of the food grown today
needs to be preserved against the
decaying effects of sin in order for it to be
transported and used later in urban areas.
Understanding the effects of sin gives a
deeper appreciation for the battle we are
in. Nature is not as God intended it. It is
groaning. Food manufacturers do their
best to reduce the impact with processes
such as freezing, canning, pasteurising,
packing, chilling, nitrogen flushing,
formulation controls and many other
technologies. But there is always a
best-before or use-by date. Until our Lord
returns, this fight will remain.
The created order is one of the
fundamentals that enables us to
process food
My work colleagues joke that I moved
from RandD to ‘the dark side’ of the food
industry – marketing. That is a bit of a
stretch, but to be honest, you will find me
a more animated person when I talk to
you about how cheese is made, than what
I do to sell it. The excitement is in the
discovery of the scientific ‘rules’ that
underpin food manufacturing, and how
they are used to create new foods.
What I find most amazing is that these
‘rules’ have been in operation since
creation. Our Lord spoke them into being.
We have only discovered them. Water
boils at different temperatures at different
pressures because of the way surface and
atmospheric pressure relationships were
designed, and we use this to our
advantage in processing fruit juices. We
successfully dry huge quantities of milk
into powder in enormous dryers because
of the designed relationship between fluid
and air dynamics and boiling points. We
package biscuits in different types of
plastic and determine a best-before date
based on an understanding of air
permeability. We create the most amazing
flavoured cheeses because we have learnt
that different bacteria create different
flavours and textures when they break
down milk proteins. These are only a few
examples. We have only just scratched the
surface and there are many exciting
discoveries yet to be made. Without these
‘rules’ much of what you or I eat today
would not be in existence.
So what?
Food manufacturing is the process of

taking edible raw materials (and ingredients) and transforming them into food
products that can be bought and sold.
Food manufacturers are businesses and
need to make a profit to continue and
grow. Both small and big food
manufacturers need to understand:
- their product range
- process and future developments
- their consumer and how to communicate with them
- the legislation framework they function in
- negotiation skills for suppliers and their
own distribution network
- transportation
- safe and efficient methods of food
storage
- economic strategising and forecasting
- record-keeping
- payroll and handling transactions
- human resources
- other4
As consumers it’s unlikely that you or I
think much about any of the key tasks of
food manufacturers when we purchase
our favourite snack or do a grocery shop.
But food manufacturers certainly watch us
as consumers and the ever-changing
world we live in to give themselves the
best chance of success.
Innovation is needed to support
sustainability
Consumers are driving a change in the
food industry (and other industries) with a
push towards sustainability. It’s the global
buzz word and it’s a contentious issue.
Sustainable development means
meeting our needs without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs.
As a Christian this doesn’t feel like such
a stretch from the mandate we have been
given to subdue and have dominion over
the earth (Gen 1:26). Creation was meant
for our use, but not only for our use, also
for us to love and care for.
Food manufacture and processed food
creates waste. As the world’s population
and urbanisation grows, waste becomes a
bigger problem. It’s not only packaging
waste, it is also food waste, energy waste
and water waste. We have the
opportunity today, in almost every
manufacturing task, to identify wasteful
practices and turn them into something
better. Two very different examples I’ve
seen in the dairy industry include:
- Energy recycling by using the steam
produced during milk powder

Food research and
development offers
opportunities to
influence and care for
mankind in a way that
the Lord requires of us.
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there are many challenges. Food
manufacturing is an interesting and
diverse industry to be involved in. The
Lord gives us all different skills and
different opportunities. If yours is in the
food industry, it’s a great place to shine for
Him.
References:
1

2

3

4

-

production to start warming the milk
going into the dryer.
Closing the loop on recycling milk
bottles. One brand has worked with
recyclers to create innovative ways to
use 100% of the milk bottles they
produce – including slip sheets that the
dairy factories use, pipes, and hungry
bins for composting.

Science is a pillar for the food
industry and technology
supports continuous
development
Technology has advanced significantly
over the past century. The introduction of
refrigerators, electric ovens and
microwaves into homes; packaging,
computers and robotics into manufacturing; and better transport infrastructure
has allowed processed food to become
more widely available, and also more
affordable.
Technology continues to develop in
ways that many of us could not imagine.
3D printing of food is being explored. And
while it might be a long time – and
perhaps never – before manufacturers use
it in production lines, it is technology that
is being used by the likes of Hershey and
Oreo to create customised products.
There are likely many hurdles along the
way for this technology, particularly when
it comes to the ingredients used and
nutrients available, but it has potential
especially in the customised market.
Robotics continue to improve, and
things such as ‘lights off’ packing rooms in
which products are automatically
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packaged, stacked, wrapped and put into
containers all by robots are fairly common
today. The cost saving in this is significant,
and the technology and design behind it is
really quite amazing.
Scientific research enables the
development of new and improved foods.
This is my happy place. A place where I
can witness the amazing world our Lord
has created. Some of it is scientifically
complex and the research can take many
years – I spent four years working on the
development of two protein ingredients
for nutrition drinks for the elderly (scarily
classed as anyone over 60ish!) and how
exciting it was to finally get to a viable
solution. Some development is a lot
simpler and goes a lot faster – like flavour
changes and line extensions. They all offer
unique and often unexpected challenges,
and allow us to learn at every turn.
Food research and development offers
opportunities to influence the care for
mankind in a way that the Lord requires of
us. Within the fit of the company you
work for, is there a way to solve some of
the broader issues such as hunger and
famine? For example: is there a way we
can make an affordable cheese that never
needs to be in the fridge? Would this allow
better nutrition for those in countries
where hunger is real and fridges are
scarce? Or it could simply be, do I need to
put as much sugar in the yoghurt we target
at children? Or, what is the most
wonderful product we can create that
shows the goodness of our Lord (I’d put
almost anything chocolate in that list!)?
There are many opportunities, and
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Mrs Rochelle Flinn studied Food
Technology at Massey University, and
also completed a Masters in Dairy
Technology. She has worked at
Fonterra in a diverse range of roles
including research and development,
sales and marketing. She is now a
mother of two, and juggles
motherhood and working as a Global
Marketing Manager.

From paddock to plate
RICHARD VANNOORT

Ensuring our food is
safe and nutritious
“You are what you eat”. So how do you have
confidence that the food coming from the
paddock (or ocean/lake/river) to your plate
really is safe and nutritious?
As a Christian and Food Safety and
Nutrition scientist it has been a blessing and
joy to know that while I worked heartily, as for
the Lord (Col 3:23-24), I was also helping to
protect the health of my family and my
‘neighbour’ in this city, land and across this
planet by ensuring their food is safe and
nutritious.
God our Creator and Provider
God created our world, and all that is therein
(Gen 1:1; Ps 24:1; Neh 9:6). He filled the
seas and lakes with fish, the earth with plants
and animals, and the air with birds, and it all
was very good (Gen 1:21, 25). God gave
them all to us, also as food (Gen 1:29,30; 9:13; Ps 104:14), so our thoughts and thanks
must always be to Him for this too. And he
created us, to work in the garden of Eden
(Gen 2:15), to subdue His creation and have
dominion over the earth (Gen 1:26, 28).
The pervasive corruption of sin
But mankind sinned, and so our relationship
with our holy God was broken (cut off from
Him [Rom 3:23], and deserving His full wrath
[Eph 2:3b] and punishment).
Sin affected our own lives (illness disease
[Mt 4:24, Mk 3:10], pain [Gen 3:16], we
became spiritually dead in our sins [Eph 2:1],
and mankind no longer lived eternally, to dust
we return [Gen 3:19b]).
In addition, sin corrupted God’s good
creation, evidenced by floods, droughts,
famines, plagues (Ex 7:14-11:10) and
pestilence (Ezek5:17; 1 Ki 8:37; 2 Chron
7:13-14). The ground would be cursed, with
thorns and thistles prevalent, and food would

Photo by Kelly Sikkema on unsplash
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Risk analysis is now
integral to governments,
regulatory authorities,
companies and
businesses etc. Risk is
defined as the
consequences of a
hazard (in my case a
chemical, but it could be
microbiological or viral),
combined with
probability of exposure
to that hazard.

now require labour and the sweat of our
brows (Gen 3:17-19; Prov 12:11).
And because all of mankind since
Adam and Eve are conceived and born in
sin (Ps 51:5), our relationships with fellow
mankind are also totally corrupted.
Intrinsic to our sinful nature are inter alia
selfishness, greed, stealing, dishonesty,
deceit, fraud, and no longer being good
and faithful stewards of God‘s creation,
His creatures or the environment. This is
evidenced by some individuals or
companies being comfortable maximising
profit by whatever means, and not
mindful of who or what may suffer, or that
this is contrary to God’s will (Deut 25:16;
Prov 10:2; 16:8).
A well known case of food fraud with
tragic consequences occurred in 2008.
Chinese farmers diluted milk and
adulterated it with melamine to increase
its nitrogen to give the appearance of a
higher protein content in order to pass
quality control testing and receive
payment. Unfortunately that milk was
used for infant formula and a range of
other dairy products. Melamine causes
kidney stones and kidney damage. In
total, more than 10,000 tonnes of milk
powder were recalled, 68 countries
restricted food trade from China and 19
arrests were made. As of 1 Dec 2008,
there were approximately 300,000
victims, 51,900 hospitalisations and 6
babies died. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
2 0 0 8 _ C h i n e s e _ m i l k _ s c a n d a l) .
Greed/
covetousness, deceit and fraud are sinful
and abhorrent to the Lord (Ex 20:17; 1
Cor 6:9,10; Lev 19:11; Mk 7:20-23; Prov
11:1; 16:8; 20:10).
God’s law
God is holy and He is our lawgiver. His
law (Ex 20; Deut 5) not only gives us a
knowledge of our sin (Rom 7:7-12) and
leads us to Christ for forgiveness (Gal 3:1017), but also guides believers to do good
that God wants of us, as a rule of gratitude
(Eph 2:10). We are to love God first and
foremost, and our neighbour as ourselves
(Luke 10:27). God requires of us honesty
(Lev 19:11, 35-36; Prov 11:1), working
with integrity (Prov 11:3; 28:6) and in a
right and proper manner before God and
man (2 Cor 8:21; Acts 24:16).
God’s use of governing
authorities
Many established laws and principles in
our society have been based on God’s
law, so we are not to knowingly or
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unknowingly murder or harm; we must
not steal or defraud, or lie about it (Ex
20:13,15,16; Deut 5:17,19,20). God also
wants us to be subject to our governing
authorities, for those that exist have been
established by Him for the maintenance of
an orderly society (Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet
2:13-15). Growing, processing or selling
food is to be no exception.
Food regulations in NZ and
internationally
In regards to food production, most
countries have established their own food
regulations. In New Zealand, we have the
Food Standards Code (FSC) of Food
Standards Australia and New Zealand
(FSANZ) (https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/
code/Pages/default.aspx), as well as maximum
residue levels (MRLs) established for
agricultural compounds and veterinary
medicine allowed in food
(https://www.mpi.govt.nz/agriculture/agriculturalcompounds-vet-medicines/maximum-residuelevels-agricultural-compounds/).

Internationally the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC), established by the
joint Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) and World Health Organisation
(WHO), have established international
food standards which cover all the main
foods, whether raw, semi-processed or
processed (http://www.fao.org/fao-whocodexalimentarius/en/).
The World Trade Organisation (WTO)
uses Codex standards to resolve disputes
where countries have imposed artificial
tariffs to protect their own producers or
economies, or for political or other
reasons. Codex food standards aim at
protecting consumers' health and ensuring
fair practices in the food trade.
The reality of growing food in a
sinful world
Regulations and laws require agricultural
foods to be grown according to good
agricultural practice (GAP), animals must
be raised using good welfare and
husbandry (Prov 12:10; 27:23; 1 Tim
5:18), and processed foods using good
manufacturing practice (GMP).
But the sinfulness of man and
sin-affected creation mean that foods may
at times be grown, harvested,
manufactured or stored using
unacceptable practices that make them
unsafe because of chemical or
microbiological or viral residues. These
may be knowingly there (use of banned
chemicals or adulteration), but

growers/vendors may not care as long as
they get their profits. Or without knowing,
foods may be contaminated with substances from the soil, or industrial
discharges, or inadvertently introduced
during the growing, treatment, harvesting,
manufacturing, processing or even storage
processes.
Incidences of food contamination are
sadly numerous, with many adversely
affected (h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /
List_of_food_contamination_incidents). Two of
the more infamous are Minimata disease
from industrial waste water containing
methyl-mercury being discharged into
Minimata Bay, Japan from 1932-1968 and
ending up in fish, (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Minamata_disease), and ita-itai disease from
the mass cadmium poisoning from mining
companies releasing it into rivers from
1912 and it getting into rice and other
foods (https://en.wikipe d i a . o r g / w i k i / I t a i itai_disease).
Working to uphold justice
God created me in His image, with a soul
to respond to His call and have Him as my
personal Lord, and also a mind to observe
and reason. As a student I loved science,
and my Ph.D. was in chemistry, knowing
God has given me this tool too (Ps 111:2).
My only employment was with DSIR
(now ESR). Originally I worked in forensic
science, helping New Zealand Police
solve illicit drug cases and post mortem
toxicology cases, and so helped uphold
NZ’s justice system.
Thereafter my God-given talents
were used to help the NZ Ministry of
Health (MoH), the NZ Food Safety
Authority (NZFSA), and finally the
Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) to
assess if foods as produced,
manufactured or sold contain chemicals
consistent with label claims, and/or
within permitted or established
regulatory limits (https://www.mpi.govt.nz/

104:10-18). And we are not to be anxious
about life (Matt 6:25-34), but be content
with our lot, knowing God is with us
always (Heb 13:5), and all things happen
for good for those that love Him (Rom
8:28).
That said, our world is full of sin and so
it contains risks (eg flying, sky-diving, deep
sea fishing, building, farming, eating), as
well as counterbalancing benefits. God
has given us minds to think and recognise
risks and act judiciously (Prov 6:27-28;
22:3; 2 Ki 7:4; Lk 14: 28-32; Acts
19:28-31).
Risk analysis is now integral to
governments, regulatory authorities,
companies and businesses etc. Risk is
defined as the consequences of a hazard
(in my case a chemical, but it could be
microbiological or viral), combined with
probability of exposure to that hazard. A
hazard by definition as something whereby
there is a direct relationship between
dose/exposure and an adverse health
effect. The father of modern toxicology,
Paracelsus, gave us the maxim that “All
(chemical) substances are poisons, there is
none which is not a poison, it’s the dose
that differentiates a poison from a
remedy.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
The_dose_makes_the_poison)

For example, if you have a very bad
migraine, the recommended dose is two
paracetamol to ease the pain. So if you
only lick the outside of two pills, the dose
is insufficient to be a remedy. If you ingest
the two paracetamol, a therapeutic dose

food-business/food-monitoring-surveillance/foodresidues-survey-programme/). Our God is a

God of justice (Is 61:8; 1:17; 30:18;
Micah 6:8), and it was pleasing to work
for His appointed authorities to uphold
NZ and international food regulations,
laws and justice.
Assessing risks in our sinful
world
As a Christian, I know God is Sovereign
and rules over all, and overrules all (1
Chron 29:11-12; Job 42:2; Prov 19:21).
He upholds His creation by His
providential hand, and provides for it (Ps
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Determining exposure to
chemicals in our total diet, and
assessing and managing risks to
public health
My main expertise involved determining
dietary exposure to chemicals from our
total diet, in foods as ‘normally
consumed‘(off the plate), and assessing if
those exposures represented a risk to
public health. [https://www.mpi.govt.nz/
dmsdocument/43177-2016-NZ-Total-Diet-Studyw i t h - A p p e n d i c e s - r e p o r t - ;
https://www.moh.govt.nz/notebook/nbbooks.nsf/
0/AC68DD275C26FD3F4C2568B10070F6D2/
$file/ElementsFinal.pdf].

Dr Richard Vannoort
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means the headache should soon ease
(DV). But if you eat two b o x e s of
paracetamol, you not only kill the
headache but poison yourself.
Or think of a lion in a zoo (or even
covid-19). The lion is a hazard because it
can cause severe, if not fatal harm. If you
just look at it in a cage and so are not
exposed to it, zero exposure means zero
risk. BUT if you get in the cage with it – it
becomes high exposure and an extreme
risk to your health.
So to assess risk, we need to measure
exposure.

It was also a great blessing to have this
expertise internationally recognised, and
to be invited by WHO to lead or assist in
training workshops around the world for
developing countries to assess and
manage the chemical safety of their foods
using Total Diet Studies. [Total Diet
Studies . E d i t o r s : M o y , G e r a l d
G . , V a n n o o r t , Richard W. (Eds.)

https://www.springer.com/gp/book/
9781441976888 ]. I have always loved

teaching, presenting lectures, and sharing
and empowering others. Some workshops
were a solid week of me lecturing and/or
tutoring, so I would always break up each
of my talks with pictures of NZ. This
proved to be helpful in retaining and
picking up attention, as well as a great
tourist promotion for NZ, and I was
pleased to tell them and let them see how
beautiful this part of God’s creation is too.
We know God has made us all

different, man or woman (Gen 1:27), with
different bodyweights and different ages.
Each may eat the same food but in
differing amounts. So the dietary chemical
exposures estimated for different
age-gender groups within the population
were usually normalised by dividing by
bodyweights, before being compared to
international health based guidance
values (HBGVs) to assess their risk.
If an inadequate intake/exposure of a
nutrient, or elevated dietary exposures of
certain chemicals are determined, and an
associated risk is identified, then
appropriate risk management and risk
communication could be undertaken. I
will illustrate this with just one of many
possible examples. It is topical because
there have been concerns about lead in
the water supply of some towns in the
lower South Island.
From my own work in the New
Zealand Total Diet Study (NZTDS)
assessing lead in our diet, including water,
a clear trend was evident (see Fig 1). Lead
is a cumulative toxic heavy metal. Higher
dietary exposures to lead were reduced by
the government, legislating that it no
longer permitted lead solder in domestically produced or imported canned foods,
only permitting welded compressed seals.
In addition, lead piping or solder were no
longer to be used for water in homes, and
in 1986 the NZ government began the
reduction of lead-based additives from
petrol, with it completely removed by
1996. Background dietary exposure levels
to lead are now as low as reasonably
achievable (ALARA).
Despite this encouraging news, in the
2003/04 NZTDS https://www.mpi.govt.nz/
dmsdocument/22189-200304-New-Zealand-TotalDiet-Survey-Agricultural-Compound-ResiduesSelected-Contaminants-and-Nutrients-NewZealand-Food-Safety-Authority-and-Institute-ofEnvironmental-Science-Research-Ltd-December2005 ; I found a case of infant custard

contaminated with over 40 times the
permitted level of lead.
Given babies eat limited foods, and
many are brand loyal, this elevated lead
concerned many parents and made front
page news.
Ingredient tracking and testing
subsequently resulted in food recalls
totalling 132 tonnes in 3 countries (New
Zealand, Australia and Fiji). It was
ultimately traced to cornflour, made from
imported maize from China. The hold of
the ship had previously taken logs from
Australia to Japan and Korea, and prior to
that had transported lead concentrate

between ports in Australia. The ship’s
hold had unfortunately not been
adequately or appropriately cleaned
before reloading, so some maize became
contaminated when scooped out during
unloading. (https://web.archive.org/web/
20130210094004/http://foodsafety.govt.nz/
elibrary/industry/Source_Lead-Nzfsa_Confident.htm)

Conclusions
Science helps us to observe facts, develop
hypotheses to fit the data, and make
informed decisions. But we must never let
it become our idol, or lose sight of the fact
that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom (Prov 9:10). All we have: this
world, our lives, our salvation, and also
our food, comes from our gracious and
loving God. He alone is due all our praise,
glory and honour.
It has indeed been a blessing to work
for Him and help ensure that NZ’s food
supply is safe and nutritious, to protect the
health of my family and my ‘neighbour‘, to
support and uphold our nation’s food
regulatory and justice system, and to help
other countries assess and manage the
status of their diets and food supply too.
But all this pales into insignificance,
knowing that the only food that really
counts is to eat of the bread of life, for then
we shall never hunger, and those that
believe and trust in Him shall never thirst.
(John 4:14; 6:35).
I look forward with confidence to
Christ’s return, and the new heaven and
new earth we will enjoy (2 Pet 3:13; Rev

21:1-8), where there will be no, pain,
suffering or death, and we will no longer
need to be concerned if our food is safe or
nutritious, being in glory with our God and
Saviour, and enjoying the banquet feast of
the Lamb (Rev 19:9).
What a blessing it is to have Jesus
Christ as personal Saviour and Lord. Soli
Deo Gloria.
Dr Richard Vannoort, retired,
member of Dovedale Reformed
Church.

PS.

For whoever may be considering how to use their
God-given talents (Ps 139:13-14; Rom 12:6) in
employment, and which vocation(s) to consider, try
using https://www.careers.govt.nz/tools/careerquest/. It quickly runs
through a series of questions, such as whether you like working with
people or animals or plants or equipment, inside or outside,
sciences or arts etc, etc. At the end, the decision tree algorithm spits
out your top job preferences based on your choices. For me, it listed
four of my top five, so pretty helpful. And of course, commit it all to
prayer to know His will, and talk it over with wise counsel.
Prov19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the
purpose of the Lord that will stand. Prov 15:22 Without counsel
plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.
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Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL
January/February 1988

“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.”
Prov 1:7
We’re Looking for a …

Primary School
Teacher!
We’re looking for an enthusiastic,
committed teacher, who is going to
LOVE inspiring and motivating young
children to learn new skills, new
abilities, and expand their tiny minds
with all the greatness of God, His
creation, and His Word. We also want
this super enthusiastic teacher to
educate them, teach them to read and
write and do math, and generally be an
Educational Superhero.
Our ideal candidate is a Christian of the
Reformed persuasion, a committed
church goer, and has high personal and
professional standards.
Our school is a private, parentcontrolled independent school, in Upper
Hutt, New Zealand. We currently have a
roll of 24 students and offer education
to children from Christian families from
years 1-12. Due to our fantastically low
student to teacher ratio (5-10 students
per teacher), we offer opportunity for
quality one-on-one instruction, and
opportunities for teachers to nurture
Christian character and build meaningful
educational relationships with students.
If you are interested in being part of a
thriving and vibrant educational
community, and would like more
information on this position, we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact the school board
chairman:

Geoff Doyle

board@silverstreamchristian.school.nz
Phone: 027 630 8352
Address: 8 Blue Mountains Road,
Silverstream, Upper Hutt.
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A recent editorial in our newspaper
confirmed the painful exercise of hand
clasping and mentioned how Royalty
wince and suffer during their
“walkabouts” on royal tours. The Queen
wears gloves and rations her handshakes
with a light touch of her fingers and the
Duke walks around with his hands
behind his back. And they are not the
only ones who suffer. There are some
office bearers who also find themselves in
that sort of painful predicament. I
remember years back, arriving at a
presbytery meeting, where my poor right
hand was enthusiastically pumped by a
dozen hands whose owners had lost their
delicate touch through a life-long
approach to their daily tasks; that poor
limb of mine was well and truly crushed
and mauled. For weeks after I could
barely hold a pen in my hand. Even the
medical fraternity has now assured us
that two hundred handshakes a day will
leave your right arm quite swollen and
pretty painful. I’ve been told that Jimmy
Carter had to take to his bed for several
days after such a “crushing” day of
handshakes. The Hamilton session also
strongly believes in the tradition of the
ceremonial handshake and every office
bearer will do the rounds of handshaking
as he enters the session room before the
worship service. And that is just one of
the reasons why I’m pleased to have
come to the end of my term of office; I
may now revert back again to the good
old Kiwi nod (upward diagonal
movement of the head) with the
mumbled “gidday” between
unmoveable lips.
May
I’ve come across two interesting items in
connection with our worship. In one
church, members were asked not to
leave the church in haste. The worship
service concludes with the final
handshake and the worshippers were
asked not to leave the pew until the
minister had passed them. In another
congregation the session decided to do

away with the silent prayer at the
beginning of the worship services.
Instead, the minister will lead in a short
prayer asking for the Lord’s blessing on
the hour of worship. “There is a threefold
reason for this,” explains the session.
“Firstly, the very definition of worship on
the Lord’s Day dictates that it is corporate
in nature. Individual prayer for the Lord’s
blessing on worship ought to be in the
home prior to the service. The second
reason relates to evangelism. The silent
prayer would create a definite problem
for ‘Outsiders’ who could have difficulty
with this and probably don’t even know
how to pray yet. By the minister leading
them in prayer they will then not be
forced into something, which is as yet
foreign to them. And finally, a practical
reason, viz. that as each member will be
praying for the same things, it may just as
well be done by one person, the minister,
as he leads his congregation in this prayer
before the service.”
June
Ever since the infamous sharemarket
crash last October, newspapers and
magazines have been shedding their
insights and opinions on the event and its
aftermath. A recent survey has shown
that investors have become quite wary of
shares and share brokers. A windfall of
$30,000 would make only 1% of such
people rush off to the share-broker for
some “good” advice. The large majority
now seek no counsel but their own and
would rather pay off debts than risk
higher returns. One financial adviser who
also happens to be a Christian makes his
rounds in the church community and
preaches his investment gospel from the
pulpits. Although he sells his good
budgeting advice for a mere twenty
dollars a pop, he also admits to never
having owned enough money to put into
any risky ventures. He believes that the
best investments are still the ones money
can’t buy. He mentions a whole list of
rich returns such as admiring the Mona
Lisa and The Last Supper, listening to the
Berlin Philharmonic and the Vatican
Choir, tramping through the bush and

building up a variety of experiences
to stimulate personality and broaden
one’s knowledge. I agree. And there
is more to it of course! Lord’s Day 42
of the Heidelberg Catechism spells it
out when it explains the eighth
commandment and some pages
further in Lord’s Day Q.andA.50, the
meaning of the fourth request of the
Lord’s Prayer is clearly spelled out for
us all.
On the one hand the Gospel
presents riches and wealth as legal
and a blessing, but at the same time
warns against the danger that these
may become a hindrance to entering
the Kingdom of God. “To live and
work for gold may give one a soul of
iron,” is a good warning to each one
of us. Someone once remarked,
“Gold will open all doors except the
one to Paradise.” There is a great
deal to be learnt from God’s Word if
we take the trouble to look for it. But
how about this one from Ecclesiastes
10:19:,“A feast is made for laughter
and wine makes life merry but
money is the answer for everything.”
Recently I had to check our church’s
list of Marriage Celebrants for the
Department of Justice and going
through it there were several things
that struck me as interesting. Of the
present number of ministers in New
Zealand half of them bear English
names while the others are of Dutch
origin but not necessarily from the
Low Lands. Only two of them are
Vander Somethings. Where were
they born? In Africa 1, in Canada 2,
in the United States 3, in Holland 4
and in New Zealand 7. Agewise the
ministry in our churches presents the
young look with the majority being
under 40 and only two getting close
to the point where they start to perk
up at synods when the Report on
Emeritation reaches the item under
discussion.
Abridged

Reflections on
Isaiah 40:27-31
By H24X

Dear God,
When I am feeling anxious and weary
and wonder "Do you hear?"
All the prayers I'm sending you
"Do you know my fear?"
Then I must remember what I've heard
and read and know to be true
The Lord is the everlasting God
He knows me through and through
Creator of the universe
all creatures great and small
He knows me also inside out
and when I stumble and fall
He gives me strength to carry on
when I struggle it's God I seek
He is the one who gives the power
to the weary and the weak
Fix my eyes on Him, hope in the Lord
and he will carry me through
The comfort, the power, the strength I need
is given to me from you.
Amen
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Focus on Christian character

The Character of
the Christian:
Respected by
Outsiders

This month we conclude our series on the
character of the Christian. We have been
exploring how the various character
qualifications of elders are actually God’s
calling on all Christians. While elders are
meant to exemplify these traits, all
Christians are to exhibit them. I have
wanted us to consider whether we are
displaying these traits and to learn together
how we can pray to have them in greater
measure. As we wrap up, we will tackle
what it means for elders – and all

Focus on faith

Christ Crucified
The Jew’s, then disputed among themselves, saying, “how can this man give
us His flesh to eat?” (John 6:52)
The flesh and blood of the Son of Man, denote the Redeemer in the nature
of man; Christ and Him crucified, and the redemption wrought out by
Him, with all the precious benefits of redemption … pardon of sin,
acceptance with God, the way to the throne of grace, the promises of the
covenant, and eternal life. These are called the flesh and blood of Christ,
because they are purchased by the breaking of His body, and the shedding
of His blood because they are meat and drink to our souls.
Eating this flesh and drinking this blood mean believing in Christ. We
partake of Christ and His benefits by faith. The soul that rightly knows its
states and wants, finds whatever can calm the conscience, and promote
true holiness in the Redeemer, God manifest in the flesh.
Meditating upon the cross of Christ gives life to our repentance, love,
and gratitude. We live by Him, as our bodies live by food. We live by Him,
as the members by the head, the branches by the root: because He lives,
we shall live also.
The work of faith is the work of God. They enquire after the works of
God (in the plural number), being careful about many things; but Christ
directs them to one work, which includes all, the one thing needful; that
you believe, which supersedes all the works of the ceremonial law; the
work which is necessary to the acceptance of all the other works, and
which produces them, for without faith you cannot please God.
It is God’s work, for it is of His working in us, it subjects the soul to His
working on us, and quickens the soul in working for Him.
Matthew Henry
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Christians – to be well thought of by
outsiders. And, of course, we will ask why
it matters.
Paul instructs Timothy, “Moreover, [an
elder] must be well thought of by
outsiders, so that he may not fall into
disgrace, into a snare of the devil” (1
Timothy 3:7). Paul has already said that an
elder “must be above reproach” (1
Timothy 3:2), so being respected by
outsiders zeroes in on one specific group:
those who are outside the church. Yes,

even a man’s standing before the world
counts as we evaluate his suitability for
leadership. John Piper writes, “What it
seems to mean is that a Christian leader
should at least meet the standards of the
world for decency and respectability, for
the standards of the church should be
higher.” This matters, for as Paul has
written elsewhere, the glory of God is at
stake: “You who boast in the law
dishonour God by breaking the law. For,
as it is written, ‘The name of God is
blasphemed among the Gentiles because
of you’” (Romans 2:23–24).
So, why include a man’s outside
reputation as a requirement for eldership?
Alexander Strauch addresses it practically:
“Non-Christians may know more about
the character and conduct of the
prospective elder than the church. Quite
often the prospective elder’s
non-Christian fellow workers or relatives
actually have more daily contact with the
church leader than do the people in
church.” He also says, “If a pastor elder
has a reputation among nonbelievers as a
dishonest businessman, womanizer, or
adulterer, the unbelieving community will
take special note of his hypocrisy.
Non-Christians will say, ‘He acts that way,
and he’s a church elder!’ They will ridicule
and mock him. They will scoff at the
people of God. They will talk about him
and will generate plenty of sinister gossip.
They will raise tough, embarrassing
questions. He will be discredited as a
Christian leader and suffer disgrace and
insults. His influence for good will be
ruined and he will endanger the church’s
evangelistic mission. The elder will
certainly become a liability to the church,
not a spiritual asset.” The gospel itself is at
stake in the consistency or hypocrisy of its
leaders.
Now, what exactly is the “snare of the
devil” that so concerns Paul? I think John
Stott gets to the heart of it when he says,
“In his malicious eagerness to discredit the
gospel, the devil does his best to discredit
the ministers of the gospel.” If Satan can
discredit the leaders before the watching
world, he can discredit the church and its
message. Strauch adds, “The devil is
pictured as a cunning hunter (1 Peter 5:8).
Using public criticism and the elder’s own
inconsistencies, the devil will entrap the
unwary Christian into more serious sin –
uncontrolled bitterness, angry retaliation,
lying, further hypocrisy, and stubbornness
of heart. What may begin as a small
offence can become something far more
destructive and evil. Therefore, an elder

must have a good reputation with those
outside the Christian community.”
What about Christians who are not
elders? They too are to pursue the respect
of outsiders. For instance, Paul writes,
“Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,
making the best use of the time. Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how you ought
to answer each person” (Colossians
4:5–6). Again, he states, “We urge you,
brothers … to aspire to live quietly, and to
mind your own affairs, and to work with
your hands, as we instructed you, so that
you may walk properly before outsiders
and be dependent on no one” (1
Thessalonians 4:10–12). Christians will
“shine as lights in the world” when they
live “without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and twisted generation”
(Philippians 2:15). Similarly, Peter
commands, “Keep your conduct among
the Gentiles honourable, so that when
they speak against you as evildoers, they
may see your good deeds and glorify God
on the day of visitation. … For this is the
will of God, that by doing good you should
put to silence the ignorance of foolish
people” (1 Peter 2:12,15; see also 1 Peter
3:13–17). What is to be modelled by the
church’s leaders is to be obvious in every
life. You, too, bear the responsibility to live
an unblemished life before the world.

5:22–23) so that my life would glorify,
not shame, your name.
• I pray that you would help me think
about how my attitudes and actions
affect others – especially unbelievers.
• I pray that I would model hard work
and respect for authority, and that I
would mind my own business in the
workplace.
• I pray that I would be a model of good
works at home, at work, and in my
neighbourhood so that by doing good
to others you would be glorified.
Thanks for joining me through this series. I
believe that God has helped me grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ as I’ve explored and applied his
Word. I hope you can say the same! May
God help you and help me to live an
exemplary Christian life.
Challies.com

Self-evaluation
So, how about you? Where do you see
signs of encouragement, and where do
you see areas that need growth? I
encourage you to ask yourself questions
such as these:
• Do you know your neighbours? Do
they know you well enough to be able
to speak to your character and
reputation? How would your unbelieving neighbours describe you and your
family?
• What kind of reputation do you have
among the unbelievers you work with?
Do you work hard and avoid
meddling? (1 Thessalonians 4:10–12;
Ephesians 4:28)
• What would your unbelieving family
members say is most important to you?
Would they say that your life matches
your profession?
Prayer points
God is able to make more grace abound
in your life, so I encourage you to join me
in praying these ways:
• I pray that you would make my life
reflect the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
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How to pastor when
sanctification
becomes illegal
MURRAY CAMPBELL

Where I live and pastor some aspects of
sanctification are now illegal.
A recent decision in my home state of
Victoria – in Australia – seeks to overturn
this work of God’s grace. The Victorian
Parliament has adopted the Change or
Suppression (Conversion) Practices
Prohibition Bill 2020.
Amongst other things, the Conversion
and Suppression Practices Bill criminalizes
any prayers or conversations in which one
person aims to persuade another that
pursuing certain sexual activity is not the
best course of action. It’s not only illegal to
pray or speak with an individual about
changing their sexual orientation or
gender identity – unless, of course, this
change means embracing an LGBTIQ
lifestyle – the law states that suppression is
also illegal. “Suppression” includes prayers
for celibacy, and any advice that communicates sexual faithfulness to one’s spouse
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as a matter of holiness.
These new laws target ministry to
individuals (i.e. pastoral counseling); they
do not target groups (i.e. a sermon in
church). However, the Victorian
Government has already indicated that
they are prepared to expand the list of
prohibitions to include sermons in the
future.
Under these new laws, an anonymous
complaint can lead to a person or
organization being investigated and
brought before a civil tribunal (VCAT). The
tribunal has powers; for example, it can
have a person committed to a
re-education program. When someone
alleges injury as a result from prayer or
conversation, criminal charges can be
brought about. This may result in a prison
term of up to 10 years and a fine of
$200,000.
On the surface, this Act is aimed at
protecting Victorians from practices that
are considered harmful to those who do
not identify as heterosexual or who
believe they are living in the wrong body.
It’s sadly the case that some religious
organizations have acted foolishly and
wrongly toward such people; no one is
pretending otherwise. And yet, the
Victorian government would have the
public believe that such mistreatment is
widespread and endemic to Christianity.
And yet, the Government’s investigation
into the matter revealed only a handful of
“conversion practice” stories. To be sure,
these few accounts are awful. Where
wrong has been perpetrated, repentance
must follow. But this Parliamentary Act is
no fair-handed solution. It’s blowing up a
building in order to catch a rat.
What do Christians do?
What are we Australian Christians to do?
On one level, of course, we’re called

by God to submit to governing authorities,
to pray for them, and to obey them. We
should continue to do so. But what
happens when a government oversteps its
jurisdiction and demands greater allegiance than we owe to Christ?
Churches and religious organizations
need to prepare their people to
understand the many implications of these
new laws. Pastors, principals, and parents
should educate their congregations,
employees, and families so that all may
discern how to live faithfully in this new
environment.
Of course, non-Christians expressed
concern over this bill, too. The Australian
Medical Association and the The National
Association of Practising Psychiatrists spoke
against it. Leading legal experts voiced
concerns. Even feminist and LGBT groups
raised significant concerns about how this
bill will harm vulnerable Victorians. And
yet the government shrugged off all these
concerns.
Throughout the debate, both media
and politicians alike ignored any plausible
counter-narratives. They ignored the
scores of people that churches have
actually helped. They ignored the fact that
the vast majority of children who struggle
with gender dysphoria no longer do so
once they reach adulthood. They’ve
ignored those who have said their sexual
orientation did change. In every case,
counter-examples were dismissed as
nonsensical impossibilities.
I mention the breadth of the coalition
concerned by the bill because it highlights
the authoritarian nature of today’s
dominant socio-political movements.
Listening has been replaced with insults.
Facts are called fiction.

less tightly to the things on earth and more
tightly to Christ and his church. This will
direct our affection and shape our hope.

Two encouragements
As a pastor, I’ve wanted to encourage my
people as we enter this seemingly new
world. Here are two encouragements I’ve
found from 1 Peter. I pray that they might
also encourage you and your church.

If pastors aren’t leading by example,
then how can we expect our churches to
keep trusting and following Christ? This is
no occasion for public grandstanding; it’s
a time for faithful perseverance.
I’ve listened to numerous people who
are fearful of the future. Some are
same-sex attracted but they want to follow
Jesus. They’re feeling the needless burden
of a state pressuring them to abandon the
solace they’ve found in a Christian
community and in Christ. This is a terrible
situation for them. I pray churches will
stand alongside them all.
Pastors, when things like this happen,
people will be alarmed. And rightly so!
Your job is to show them what faithful
perseverance looks like.

1. Christian, this world is not your
home.
Peter writes that we are exiles on earth
and citizens of heaven. We are awaiting
our true home.
I love being an Aussie and living in
Melbourne. My church is full of Christians
who happily serve their fellow Victorians
and desire good for them.
And yet, we need to learn the lesson
that so many believers have understood in
other parts of the world. We should hold

2. Christian, choose faithfulness and
keep doing good.
While we may be thrown outside the
corridors of society and threatened with a
Victorian–style Thanos gauntlet, Peter
reminds Christians that those who trust in
Christ will never be put to shame.
That’s why Peter can say: “Live such
good lives among the pagans that, though
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on
the day he visits us.” (1 Peter 2:12)
A few verses later, he directs our
attention to Jesus: “When they hurled
their insults at him, he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly” (2:23).
Let us not give up faithfully doing
good. Should we stop loving others
because of unjust laws? No!
A word to Pastors
Finally, a brief word to pastors: You need
to set an example for your congregation in
all this. Peter teaches us this, too. Here’s
what he writes about shepherds like us:

Conclusion
It’s true: I now live and pastor in a State
where, before long, genuine conversion to
Christ – and the life of holiness that
ensures – may be deemed illegal.
According to this Act, discipleship,
counselling, membership, and discipline
may eventually come under scrutiny.
But for the Christian, our sanctification
is secured – even when it’s illegal. After all,
it’s more than just our behaviour. It’s a
status that all Christians have in Christ. It’s
safe and secure from all alarms.
What’s next? Lots of prayer. I’m
praying that God will use this time to
refine our hearts and reform our churches.
I’m praying that Victorians both Christian
and non-Christian will be protected from
harm. I’m praying that despite these unjust
laws, the good news of Jesus Christ will
continue to be heard and embraced like
never before.
Mr Murray Campbell is Lead Pastor of
Mentone Baptist Church in Melbourne,
Australia.
www.9marks.org
Used with permission.

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is
under your care, watching over them
– not because you must, but because
you are willing, as God wants you to
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but
eager to serve; not lording it over
those entrusted to you, but being
examples to the flock. And when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that will
never fade away. (1 Peter 5:1–4)
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Cadets and GEMS
National Camp
In January of this year, the Calvinist
Cadet Corps and GEMS from all over
New Zealand gathered at Vertical
Horizons in Inglewood for the 2021
national camp for a week of study,
fellowship and fun.
The author has never been to a
Cadet nor to a national camp, but by
all accounts this camp was a
marvellous success. Everyone
appeared to enjoy themselves.
The theme for the camp was Look
Up, and the idea behind it was to
encourage the Cadets and GEMS to
look up to their Saviour. The Rev. Josh
Flinn used the theme to interact with
the young people considering five
areas of life, all of which related
directly to our relationship to the Lord
Jesus Christ and those who live around
us. The children were skilfully engaged
by Mr Flinn, using his past skills as an
educator to relate to the young ones in
a warm and personal manner. His
sessions were appreciated by many.
Vertical Horizons had a lot to offer
with a variety of activities ranging from
water sports, football, high-wire,
archery, sharp shooting and much,
much more.
Many thanks to all those on the
committee who worked hard to make
this camp a reality in a difficult year
and also to the Counsellors who were
willing to come and look after the
Cadets and GEMS who attended
camp.
We now look forward to the 2024
camp in the South Island.
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Vertical Horizons – Inglewood, January 2021

National Calvinist Cadet and GEMS Camp

