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Is prayer a part of the Christian life that you struggle with? Do you grapple and
groan inwardly with what to pray and how to pray it? Is there a sense of trepidation
when required to pray in public? Are you one who wrestles in prayer and finds it
hard work? You wouldn’t be alone in that. I have heard similar things from very
experienced, mature saints who found that part of their life of faith a difficult one.
Of course, some struggle more than others and some don’t seem to struggle
at all. There are people who seem to be very accomplished in that area of their
lives before God, and we admire them!
Whether you struggle or not, as a Christian, you need to pray. The Heidelberg
Catechism Q 116 asks the very question: “why do Christians need to pray?” And
the answer is:
A. Because prayer is the most important part of the thankfulness God requires
of us. And also because God gives His grace and Holy Spirit only to those
who pray continually and groan inwardly, asking God for these gifts and
thanking Him for them.
Many Christians get themselves in all sorts of bother when it comes to praying.
They get in a rut and seem to pray the same prayers over and over again. So many
still pray as if they were 10 years old, and not knowing how to approach a very
approachable Heavenly Father, who sent his only begotten Son to teach us how
to pray (See Matt. 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4).
One very good practice to start with, is to pray about the content in your Bible,
or pray out of your Bible, which means that you pray using a passage you just read.
You can use the Psalms as prayers or even portions of prayers. You can use the
prayers from other parts of Scripture to help with content and attitude etc.
When conducting a home visit with a young person some years back, he
mentioned his prayers seemed ineffective and that the sky was as brass/bronze to
him. What a striking comment! While such a concept is in the Scripture (Deut
28:23), it was taken out of context. I had to encourage the young man not to
depend on his feelings when it comes to prayer. Our prayers are always deficient
as is our worship. “… 26 the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints
according to the will of God” (Rom 8:26-27).
Just one final word. Prayer is pleading, persistent and persevering.
Many thanks to our contributors for their articles on prayer. May they be a
blessing to the saints. S.D.G.
Mr Paul Archbald considers the biblical principles behind prayer.
Mr John Goris instructs on the problems associated with prayer
Mr David Stares introduces us to fasting with prayer.
Mr Sjirk Bajema reports on the recent online synod.
Included in this issue is Letters from New Zealand, Focus on faith, Focus on the
Christian life, current affairs and book reviews.
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The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.

Prayer – pleading, persistent, persevering
PAUL ARCHBALD

How to be heard

What do you do when you feel that those
around you are not listening to you? You raise
your voice, or you speak more forcefully. Or
maybe you tap them on the shoulder, poke
them in the chest or get in their face. But no
matter how forceful we may be, there is still
sometimes that feeling that the other person
is not really listening – they may hear every
word, but not really hear – either because
they are not interested in what you have to
say or, because they are even hostile to you.
When it comes to communicating with
the Lord, we are in no position to force our
attention upon Him or make Him listen. We
are sinners. We have, in ourselves, no right
to draw close to the Lord or to expect a
favourable hearing. James warns of the man
who “ought not to expect that he will receive

anything from the Lord” (1:7). Dt. 31:17-18
warns of the Lord hiding His face even from
His own people when they give themselves
over to idolatry.
In considering how to pray so as to be
heard by the Lord, I want to deal first with
the basic Biblical principles. Following that,
we will look at some Biblical examples of
such prayers.

Part I: Basic principles
God-Centred prayer
According to the Westminster Shorter
Catechism, man’s chief end is to glorify God
and enjoy Him forever. The Catechism is
reflecting, for example, 1 Cor. 10:31,
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“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God.” That surely includes prayer. Much
prayer today is very “me-centred.” How
much time do you spend in your personal
prayers praising and thanking God, compared
to asking for things to do with your own life
or the people to whom you are close? Ps.
115:1 begins with a prayer: “Not to us, O
Lord, not to us, But to Your Name give
glory…”

Prayer is empty and
vain if it does not
arise from faith,
offered in trust and
sincerity. For only the
prayer that is truly
offered in Christ’s
Name is acceptable
to God.
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In Christ’s Name
Though we, in ourselves, deserve only silence
from God, we know that we have free
access to God through the Lord Jesus. In Jn.
14:13-14, the Lord Jesus promises that
whatever we ask in His Name, He will do.
“In His Name” means according to His
Nature and works. In this same passage the
Lord Jesus adds that He grants our requests
“so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son.” These words are full of implications:
it shows the divine power of Christ, that He
is able to do anything; it shows that what
we request must be in line with His character
(which amounts to praying on the basis of
Scripture) and for God’s glory; and it reminds
us that for our prayers to be heard, we need
to be in union with the One who has gained
us an audience and a favourable hearing
from our heavenly Father. We are only
“really heard” by God when we come to
Him in Christ’s merits.
In faith
Praying “in Christ’s Name” is not a mere
formality. His Name is not some magical
formula, to bind our spells of wishing. That
was probably the error of the sons of Sceva
in Acts 19:11-20. If we want the Lord to
listen to our prayers, we must come to Him
believing in His Son and the saving work of
Christ that enables us to approach God.
The Heidelberg Catechism, in Lord’s
Day 45, Q/A 117, deals with the same
question we are considering here: “How
does God want us to pray so that He will
listen to us? The third part of the answer
indicates that it must be in faith: “We must
rest on this unshakeable foundation, even
though we do not deserve it, God will surely
listen to our prayer because of Christ our
Lord…”. “Resting” implies trust and
assurance, elements in faith. “Our Lord”
implies a personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus, another aspect of true faith.
James asserts that the man who is praying
for wisdom “must ask in faith, without any
doubting…For that man ought not to expect
that he will receive anything from the Lord,
being a double-minded man, unstable in all
his ways” (1:5-8).

In sincerity
Related to the fact that prayer must be in
faith if we want it to be heard favourably:
Prayer must be sincere.Insincere faith is no
faith at all. Romans 10:8-10 makes it clear
that belief is not just a matter of what is on
the lips, but what is on the heart as well.
That is not to deny that a true child of
God can have doubts. When James talks
about asking ”in faith without any doubting,”
as opposed to being “double-minded,” he
is not talking about someone whose mind
raises questions. The word “doubleminded” literally means “double-souled.”
It is referring to someone who wants to serve
two masters, because he has not truly made
up his mind about serving God. He is
unstable, because he is pulled equally, or
perhaps we should say, predominantly,
towards the world. Praying sincerely means
that our allegiance to the Lord is clear. Any
attraction to the world is then to do with
the old or outer nature. The person who is
double-minded may pray, but he does not
truly trust that the Lord will answer for His
glory and our good, because he does not
truly believe in the Lord.
In humility
As noted, praying in Christ’s Name involves
the acceptance of the fact that sinners need
to have their prayers made acceptable to
God through the work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. It requires humility to admit that we
are sinners who deserve no access to God.
We also need the help of the Holy Spirit to
teach us how to pray (Rom. 8:26). It requires
humility to ask for the help of the Son and
the Spirit. It takes humility to look to God’s
Word to determine the content of our prayers.
It takes humility to admit that we are not
able to control our own lives or provide what
we need, seeking help instead from the Lord.
Humility is the other requirement in how
we pray, according to Lord’s Day 45, Q/A
117: “We must acknowledge our need and
misery, hiding nothing, and humble ourselves
in His majestic presence.”
In accordance with the Word
Humbly accepting the Lord’s instructions
on how to pray, what to pray and to whom
we pray, means that acceptable prayer must
be in accordance with God’s Word. We
accept what the Word tells us about our sin
and our need of Christ; what it tells us about
His saving work; about the Spirit’s work;
and about prayer itself. Consider, for
example, what we learn about prayer in the
Lord’s Prayer. As already stated, praying “in
Jesus’ Name” means praying according to
His Word as well.

This point also comes out in the first
part of Q/A 117: “We must pray to no other
than the one true God, who has revealed
Himself in His Word, asking for everything
He has commanded us to ask for.” When
Jesus gave the Lord’s Prayer, He commanded, “Pray, then in this way” (Mt. 6:9),
or “When you pray, say…” (Lk. 11:2). The
first construction suggests that the Lord’s
prayer is a pattern on which we are to base
our prayers. The second suggests that the
Lord’s prayer is a specific prayer we should
use. Both approaches are proper. But either
way, we have instruction on the content of
prayer. As with everything else in the practice
of the Christian life, Word and Spirit operate
together to teach us what we need to know
and to enable us to act upon it. This is
something in which we grow, as we mature
in the Christian life. We learn to speak the
language of prayer more and more – our
communication with the Lord, from our
side, matures.
Part II: some biblical examples
We can see these principles at work in the
great prayers recorded in the Bible. It is
very instructive to go through and study
these prayers. Of course, this is particularly
so with the Lord’s Prayer. The Heidelberg
Catechism provides good explication of it
in Lord’s Day 46-52.
Time does not permit me to go into
every major prayer in the Bible in detail.
But I would like to make a few comments
on some of them.
1 Samuel 1:1, 2:1-10
Hannah praises God for His attributes and
works – for example, His sovereignty,
holiness, omniscience, salvation and care
for the poor. The depth of her faith in the
Lord is seen in the expression of joy in
salvation. There is also humility, where she
warns against pride and arrogance. Note
that her song of gratitude is recorded at
length, while her requests for a son are only
briefly outlined in 1:11. In that prayer of
supplication, Hannah already vowed that
she would show her gratitude if the Lord
answered her request. Supplications have
a place, but the emphasis should fall upon
praise and thanksgiving, rather than on our
perceived needs – especially when our
request is not based on a specific promise
of God’s Word – the “uncertain prayer” in
which the sense must be “Lord willing”
(James 4:13-16).
1 Kings 3:5-9
Solomon prays on the basis of God’s Word
– especially the promises of the Davidic

Covenant (2 Sam. 7). He shows humility in
verses 7 and 9. He shows an interest in the
Lord’s Name and the welfare of His people.
These themes occupy a larger place than
Solomon’s own welfare. The prayer is Godcentred, rather than man-centred. That is
the way it should be.
1 Kings 8:22-53
Again Solomon prays on the basis of God’s
Word, especially the Davidic Covenant
(verses 24-26) and indeed “according to all
that He has promised” (v. 56). He offers
praise to God – another God-centred prayer.
Verse 60 shows the concern for God’s Name
in all the earth. He shows humility by asking
that the Lord might accept the Temple
worship, rather than assuming that the
worship of sinners must be accepted by the
Lord. He demonstrates that he understands
both the Lord’s merciful Nature and His
holiness, by asking that the worship of
repentant sinners be accepted, while the
wicked be condemned. There is prayer for
help to obey God’s Law (vs 58 and 61).
2 Kings 19:15-19
Hezekiah acknowledges God’s sovereignty
and offers praise. His plea for help is
grounded in his desire to see the Name of
the Lord honoured by all.
Ezra 9:5-15
Ezra shows humility by confessing the sin
of Israel. He pleads for mercy and help on
the basis of God’s nature, His righteousness
and mercy. He prays on the basis of God’s
promise of a land for His people.
Nehemiah 1:5-11
Nehemiah likewise acknowledges the sin
of his house and of himself. He also prays
on the basis of God’s Word, with its
commandments (vs. 7-8) and covenant
promises (vs. 5 and 9). He prays for mercy
on the basis of God’s great and merciful
nature (vs. 5 and 11) and His redemptive
works (v. 10).
Nehemiah 9:5-38
The Levites praise God for His nature and
works and for the laws He gave His people.
They confess the sin of Israel (vss. 16-18,
26, 28-29). Interspersed with this account
of Israel’s sin they recount the history of
God showing mercy to His sinful people.
On the basis of all these truths from God’s
Word, they plead for help from the Lord.

humbly confesses the sin of his people, at
considerable length. He pleads for help on
the basis of God’s own Name (vs. 16-19)
and on the basis of the past revelation about
the length of Exile (v. 2).
Matthew 6:9-13
We have already touched on the Lord’s
prayer. In this prayer, the Lord Jesus teaches
us to praise God; to put His will and glory
first; to humble ourselves by confessing our
sins and asking for forgiveness; and to bring
our requests, especially for the things God
has promised to supply.
Matthew 26:39
The Lord Jesus’ prayer as He approached
the agony of the cross is most instructive.
The Son of God agreed from eternity to
come as One representing sinful human
beings, and as One who perfectly obeyed
His Father’s will. It was therefore necessary
for Him to pray and to obey. We see in this
prayer, the humility of the “D.V.” prayer,
a willingness to accept His Father’s will no
matter the cost.
John 17
The Lord Jesus again humbly acknowledges
His mission to do only that which the Father
had given Him to do. He prays for His
sheep, for their sanctification, preservation
and glorification, for the sake of God’s glory.
Conclusion
In conclusion, acceptable prayer is
God-centred prayer. It shows its God-centred
character by its base in God’s Word, its
promises and commands, and by its driving
motivation – the glory of God. Because it
is God-centred and Word-based, it must
be Christ-centred as well. That does not
mean we may not pray for things not
specifically promised in the Bible, but when
we do, we should pray humbly – not our
will, but God’s, “D.V.” – and for God’s glory
rather than out of mere self-interest.
Since we are sinners, humility is also
required to confess our sins and plead for
forgiveness – based on what God has
commanded and promised in His Word
and what He has told us there of His nature.
Prayer is empty and vain if it does not
arise from faith, offered in trust and sincerity.
For only the prayer that is truly offered in
Christ’s Name is acceptable to God.
Mr Paul Archbald is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Silverstream.

Daniel 9:4-19
Daniel prays on the basis of God’s nature,
His greatness, mercy and righteousness. He
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Prayer – pleading, persistent, persevering
JOHN GORIS

Problems associated
with prayer

Prayer! Ah yes, we know it is important. We
tell our children: “Wait!” when they get around
the dinner table. “We pray first!” And rightly
so, for “every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down fromthe Father of heavenly
lights …” (James 1:17).
But there is more to prayer than meets the
eye and when our food is on the table. It is a
bond with God, our heavenly Father, and with
the Father’s Son, our Saviour. That implies vital
communication.
We are all usually ready to admit that we
need to improve on that daily communication.
One author1 reminds us that we often face
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the fact that our windows toward heaven can
get “fogged up”.
Remember Daniel praying three times a
day with his window open towards Jerusalem.
In considering the importance of prayer we
need to look at some vital issues, such as
(1) Discovering the distractions
(2) Discerning the needed priorities
(3) Displaying wisdom in perseverance
(4) Disinfecting unhealthy trends
1. Discovering the distractions …
Never forget that we have a great enemy who
will always try to distract us from God, for our

strength is from God! We are in a constant war
with this enemy of our souls. In Ephesians 6:1018 the apostle reminds us of the spiritual powers
of evil, and the spiritual armour we need to
put on …”praying on all occasions with all kinds
of prayers ….”.
There are also other kinds of distractions:
our own “sinful flesh”, our personal selfish
interests, our weak responses to spiritual needs,
our tired bodies after a busy day, our own ‘little’
world, etc.
Prayer is always in danger of being restricted,
or pushed around.
For that reason it pays to purposely seek for
the best prayer times.
The Lord Jesus Himself did so (Mark 1:35f)
even after a busy day prior to that.
That does not mean that there is no room
for spontaneous, on the spot, prayer. For
instance, while sharing the gospel with an
unbelieving neighbour, you can certainly pray
quietly, “Lord, enable me to say the right words!”
Another distraction to a more committed
prayer life is “the world”. We need dealings
and interactions with others, but that interaction
can also include the use of our mobile, and
that has its pros and cons.
As to the world, we can think of our positive,
prayerful impact on others, but we must avoid
a negative, detrimental impact from the world
(see 1 John 2:15-17).
2. Discerning the needed
priorities …
Priorities are necessary for they press the point
home. Think of priorities as to the content of
prayer.
The Lord’s prayer is the model prayer which
Jesus taught us. The focus is first on the glory
of the Person Whom we address: “Our Father
in heaven … Thy Name, Thy Kingdom, Thy
will ….”.
Apart from God’s kingdom and glory, we
also need to remember others who seek the
glory of that kingdom. We must realise the fact
of a growing persecuted church worldwide:
over 300 million fellow-Christians, who are not
only restricted in their movements, but also
very often severely treated and killed for the
sake of Christ.
We need to think of God’s people in the
wider sense, e.g. not just “my daily bread, etc.”
but “our daily bread ….”. This awareness is
brought home to us all the more today!

Write a prayer list!
For some it may not be feasible to make
an early prayer start in the morning: of course,
we should always pray when we rise, but the
more extended prayer could well be held at
night. Not everyone’s daily routine is the same.
It is also easier to “grumble” (as Israel did in
the wilderness), than to be “humble” and pray.
The Lord Jesus in his wisdom chose to rise
early and went to a lonely place to pray.
Some prayer needs may stare us in the face,
e.g. a sick child at home, another COVID
lockdown,while other needs, such as an
alertness to urgent prayer matters may escape
us. Remember Eph 6:18-20.
4. Disinfecting unhealthy trends …
It is easy to become disappointed or
disillusioned when prayers are “apparently”
not effective. We tend to give up too easily.
Sometimes that is because we are too busy
with other things, or too discouraged thinking
“prayer doesn’t help”. Prayer takes a prepared
heart and mind: we come to the Lord and King
of the universe. We bring weighty requests to
Him.
For that reason it is important to know what
we can learn from others, most of all from our
Lord and Saviour: “O Master, let me walk with
Thee ….” . Prayer is a walking and talking with
the Lord, e.g. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, etc.
We can also learn from the prayers of others,
firstly, from those in Scripture: Acts 4:23-31;
1Cor 1:4-9; 2 Cor 1:3-11; Eph 1:15-23; Eph
3:14-21 (n.b.); etc.
Take note also of the many psalms which
are prayers, e.g. Psalm 8, 18, 19, 24, 25, 51,
etc.
Finally, there are many hymns which are
actually written prayers of God’s people
throughout the centuries.
Look at some of these: 477(O, Master, let
me walk…), 389 (Lord, speak to me, that I may
speak …); 445; 168; 314; 415; 418; 227 ;
482 (O Sovereign God). These numbers are
from the “Sing to the Lord” songbook.
William Carey, well-known missionary to
India, was facing an enormous task which
could easily have made him reluctant, but he
set out “Expecting great things from God, and
attempting great things for God”.
Isn’t this the way to go about prayer??

Apart from God’s
kingdom and glory,
we also need to
remember others who
seek the glory of that
kingdom. We must
realise the fact of a
growing persecuted
church worldwide:
over 300 million
fellow-Christians, who
are not only restricted
in their movements,
but also very often
severely treated and
killed for the sake of
Christ.

Reference
3. Displaying wisdom in
perseverance …
It is quite easy for prayer to be squeezed out
of our prime time, and to be placed on the
“backburner”.
For that reason it is wise to prioritise the
essential items on our daily prayer programme.

1 H.Veldkamp, “Beslagenvensters”.

Mr John Goris is an emeritus minister and
member of the Reformed Church in
Avondale.
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Prayer – pleading, persistent, persevering
DAVID STARES

Prayer and fasting
Christian, dost thou hear them, how they speak
thee fair:
“Always fast and vigil? Always watch and prayer?”
Christian answer boldly: “While I breathe I pray!”
Peace shall follow battle, night shall end in day.
Andrew of Crete (660-732 AD)
“Christian Dost Thou See Them?” SttL 490

When you fast, you
know for certain that
you are a creature who
relies on the providing
hand of your father to
give you what you pray
for.
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I remember the first time I had ever heard
of anyone fasting. It was when I was in
university. During the summer holidays
my weekend job at a book warehouse
became a full-time job. One Friday we
noticed that a few of our co-workers didn’t
have food with them. Now, this was the
sort of job where your food was the most
interesting part of the day, and so naturally
we wanted to know why they were going
hungry! Turns out they were Orthodox
Christians and they fasted on Fridays.
Under their tutelage I dipped a toe into
fasting myself. It was around the time I was
considering attending seminary, and so I
spent some time fasting over that decision
and related decisions.
And that made me a fasting warrior,
right? Wrong. I left that job and went to
seminary, and once back in a thoroughly
Reformed enclave, fasting once again fell
off my radar. And it remained off my radar
until I preached Mark 2:20, where Jesus
says, “But the days will come when the
bridegroom is taken away from them, and
then they will fast in that day.”

The biblical case
In the beginning of the book of Mark Jesus
is shaking things up in Israel. He’s casting
out demons, he’s declaring sins forgiven,
and his disciples aren’t undertaking the
fasts that were commanded for all religious
Jews on Tuesday and Thursday! What sort
of Rabbi is this who didn’t teach his disciples
the basics of fasting?
Not surprisingly, the Pharisees have the
wrong end of the stick. What they don’t
understand is that they ought to be feasting
in celebration! The Messiah is here! That’s
why Jesus’ disciples aren’t fasting. However,
Jesus spoke of a time in the future when
fasting would be reinstated. Did you catch
that on the first reading? “They will fast in
that day.” Jesus is the bridegroom, and he
says that when he is gone they will fast
again.
Is this an isolated proof-text? Hardly.
In Matthew 6, Jesus gives directions for
fasting. There he says, “when you fast,
anoint your head and wash your face so
that your fasting will not be noticed by
men, but by your Father who is in secret.”
In this passage Jesus is confronting an
attitude that was common among the
Pharisees, that fasting was a way to promote
oneself, one’s holiness, and to get praise
from others. In response, does Jesus do
away with fasting? Nope! What he does is
strike at the heart. That fasting is about
one’s relationship with God, and seeks His
blessing, not man’s praise. Fasting must be
done with the right heart.
And that’s not all. We only need to
look at the book of Acts to see fasting put
into practice. The leaders of the church of
Antioch are found to be fasting and praying
before God calls them to lay hands on Paul
and Barnabas for their missionary journey
(Acts 13:2).
Likewise, we read about Paul and
Barnabas in Acts 14:23, “When they had
appointed elders for them in every church,
having prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord in whom

they had believed.” Fasting here is
particularly mentioned when it comes to
appointing office-bearers.
The historical case
Now, in the early church there was a
collection of teachings called the Didache,
and in those teachings we read, “And let
not your fastings be with the hypocrites, for
they fast on the second and the fifth day of
the week; but do ye keep your fast on the
fourth and on the preparation (the sixth)
day.”1 This isn’t an inspired commandment,
but what it shows is that the practice of the
early church was to reject the practice of
fasting on Tuesday and Thursday, and
instead to fast on Wednesday and Friday!
Well, perhaps (as I have read in some
places) it was the Reformers who did away
with fasting as they rejected it along with
other practices that seemed to promote
works righteousness? That simply doesn’t
line up with what they said. As we read in
Calvin’s Institutes in his section on fasting,
“whenever men are to pray to God
concerning any great matter, it would be
expedient to appoint fasting along with
prayer.”2
Are you still doubtful about whether
fasting is applicable today? Have a look at
Westminster Confession of Faith 21.5 which
says that “solemn fastings… are, in their
several times and seasons, to be used in an
holy and religious manner.” The Wesminster
Larger Catechism includes fasting under the
duties included under the second
commandment!
What about in the ongoing Reformed
tradition? “Abraham Kuyper (1837–1920)
lamented the loss of fasting: ‘Today there
are still some found among the godly who
fast. But very few. The practice has
gradually died out. We no longer have
congregational fasting. We have become
estranged from fasting, and we do not count
it among the means of edification.’”3At
some stage along the way, the practice of
fasting was simply allowed to lapse in the
Reformed churches.
Whatever the reason may be that we
have forgotten how to fast, Jesus, our
bridegroom, is away. While we await his
return in this age, Jesus, the Apostles, the
early Church, the Reformers, our
confessions, and the Reformed tradition
have all commended to us the practice of
fasting!
Disclaimers
Before describing the benefits of this practice,
I do want to offer a few disclaimers.
1) Fasting is a spiritual discipline, not a diet

regime. While there may or may not be
health benefits to fasting, the purpose must
be spiritual. This means we should do our
best to discipline our minds to perform
spiritual fasts for spiritual purposes.
2) Spiritual disciplines are not of the essence
of our faith, but are supports to our faith.
For this reason they ought to be left to
Christian liberty, guided by the expectations
of the Bible.
3) Ensure that you undertake fasting in a
healthy way, with proper preparation and
nutrition the day before, and not against
any doctor’s recommendations.
Meaning
Well, why would we fast? What are the
benefits that we can receive from making
fasting a regular part of our spiritual
disciplines? Here are the benefits to fasting:
1) Fasting is an aid to prayer. The ideal
way to fast is to identify some particular
need that you have that you’d like to pray
for. Perhaps it is a particular sin struggle that
you have, perhaps it is a need that you
know about within your congregation,
perhaps it is a great need in your community.
Whatever it may be, these are things we
know that we should be praying for, things
we are commanded to pray for. When we
fast, we are reminded by the pangs of hunger
that we should lift up a prayer to God for
the subject of our fasting. We are also
afforded more time, as we can also dedicate
some of the time we would have spent
eating to be in prayer. It is impossible to
forget to pray when you are fasting.

heavenward. Even among the mundane
activities of life it reminds us to consider
the spiritual priorities above our daily wants.
4) Fasting teaches us to say no. We live
in an affluent culture. How many of us find
that the things we want are out of reach?
We don’t often have to control our impulses
for daily wants. That can mean that we
aren’t used to depriving ourselves. How
often don’t we blame angry outbursts on
the fact that we are hungry, and we accept
that excuse! It can be spiritually beneficial
to train ourselves to resist what we want
and to experience self-deprivation in an
economy which offers us what we want
when we want it.
So, are you convinced of the Biblical
basis and benefits of fasting, but aren’t sure
how to start? There is always so much to
be in prayer for, so there are many reasons
to be fasting to aid your prayers. My
suggestion is this: Pick something close to
your heart, pick a manageable time frame,
and give fasting a go!
1 Lightfoot, J. B., & Harmer, J. R. (1891). The
Apostolic Fathers (p. 232). London: Macmillan
and Co.
2 Calvin, J. (2011). Institutes of the Christian
Religion & 2. (J. T. McNeill, Ed., F. L. Battles,
Trans.) (Vol. 1, p. 1242). Louisville, KY:
Westminster John Knox Press.
3 Hyde, Daniel R.. Why Should I Fast? .
Reformation Heritage Books. Kindle Edition.
Written by a URC Minister, this is an
extremely helpful book on the subject of
fasting.

Mr David Stares is the minister of the
Reformed Church in Masterton.

2) Fasting reminds us of our weakness
and dependence. It is normal for us to have
a certain level of self-confidence. When we
are healthy and strong we are happy to rely
on ourselves. But when we are hungry, we
feel our own dependence. We feel so weak
when we don’t eat for just a few hours. It
is a beautiful antidote to self-reliance, and
so it puts us in the right frame of mind for
prayer. When you fast, you know for certain
that you are a creature who relies on the
providing hand of your father to give you
what you pray for.
3) Fasting re-orients our priorities. Our
lives are filled with a variey of things that
need to be done. We need to get up, get
ready, go to work, or do whatever tasks that
we have set before us that day. Our gaze
gets turned downwards and inwards.
However, fasting turns our attention
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Synod Report (13-15 September, 2021)
SJIRK BAJEMA

When online is in line

Above is the view that delegates had
as they participated in the synod.
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Much as it was the last thing I would have
personally looked forward to, September
13th 2021 found myself and forty-one other
delegates thrust into the maelstrom of the
storm of ever turbulent change – otherwise
known as an online Synod, or
videoconferencing. Yes, I know, Zoom,
Skype, FaceTime, Microsoft Teams and all
the other digital ways of meeting up are old
hat to us now with the ever present spectre
of Covid-19. But managing it all in the way
of a Synod with a wide range of age groups
and IT abilities made this an extra challenge.

You see, there is something about a face-toface Synod. In that way it is not so much
different than an actual worship service,
and how much haven’t we missed them of
late? To not have it is to miss something –
something very precious.
This was not meant to replace a face-toface meeting, however, but to deal with
business that is simple and regular. Anything
that started to involve more discussion was
held over to the physical meeting which
we hope to have in late February 2022,
Lord willing. After two evenings the week

Above is what viewers had as they tuned in
to the synod on YouTube.

before in which we practiced using the
Microsoft Teams software and chose the
Moderamen (so they could lay down the
framework for our online business) we then
had two full days on Monday 13th and
Tuesday 14th going through that schedule.
While being one of those who did not vote
for going online, I have to say that it worked
in well with how a Synod ought to be
conducted. It also took one day less than
originally envisaged.
Opening of Synod
The moderator pro tem, Rev Leo de Vos
of Hukanui, welcomed the delegates. He
noted parallels with this synod and the 1954
synod. Both had or have mid-meeting
adjournments and high-tech aspects, with
the former synod employing an electronic
audio feed over which English translations
were made available to the
non-Dutch-speaking delegates. Despite
these unusual circumstances he noted that
God blessed that meeting and that we can

be confident he will do so for us in 2021.
The Rev John Haverland opened our
meeting with prayer. This was followed by
the Rev Leo de Vos reading from 1 John
1:1-4 & 2:28-3:3. He then preached upon
these verses, bringing out three aspects from
them – What We Are, What We Shall Be,
and What We Must Become. Following
this the Rev James Hyslop prayed, and then
Elder Andy van Ameyde prayed specifically
for this Synod meeting.
Business proper began with the
credentials. Then there was the confirmation
of the selected moderamen – Moderator:
Rev Peter Kloosterman; vice-moderator:
Rev Reinier Noppers; First Clerk: Elder John
van Dyk; Second Clerk: Rev Albert
Couperus. This was followed by agreement
to the Confessional Standards.
The following appointments were made:
Reporter for Daily Reports & Faith in Focus:
Rev Sjirk Bajema; Message to the Queen:
Rev James Hyslop; Appointments
Committee: Rev’s John Haverland, Paul

Archbald, & Erik Stolte; Finance Budget
Committee: Elders Raymond Posthuma &
Davy Kerkhoven

Reflections
The Moderator reflected on some of the
key events that have happened in between
Synods. There has been the institution of
Rangiora. There have been six new ministers
ordained – Joshua Flinn (New Plymouth
church plant); Graeme Zuidema
(Pukekohe); David Stares (Masterton);
Braam Jansen van Rensberg (Nelson);
Nathaniel Rademaker (Whanganui); and
James Hyslop (Bucklands Beach). There
have been two ministers come from overseas
– Sjirk Bajema (Oamaru) and Reinier
Noppers (Bishopdale). The Rev Hans Vaatstra
has become an emeritus minister but that
doesn’t mean he isn’t still busy as he has
become a short-term missionary to PNG.
The Rev Ryan Sparks has returned to the
United States. Two ministers were released

Faith in Focus

11

from the ministry – Robert van Wichen and
Michael Willemse. Presently we have one
vicar in our denomination – Joshua Meinsma
(Dovedale). In the past inter-synodical
period a number have passed on to be with
the Lord: Dr John Koolard, who has served
our churches on a number of committees,
and former ministers Carl Reitsma, Bert
Reurich, Jack Sawyer, Gary Milne, and
Willem Pieters.
Reports & Overtures
In chronological order the following reports
were dealt with online – Report 10: Synodical
Archivist; Report 2: National Publications
(this primarily dealt with Faith in Focus and
the Website. Thanks were expressed to the
Editor and sub-editor of the magazine, Br
Walter Walraven and Sr Joanna Voschezang,
and the webmaster, Br Seth Zorn. In
addition the previous sub-editor, Sr Sally
Davey, was warmly thanked for her many
years of service to our magazine); Report
12: Ministers & Wives Conference; Report
3: Hymnal Committee (where we officially
approved the Sing To The Lord hymnbook);
Report 6: Cadets & Gems (our boys and
girls clubs); Report 7: Synodical Treasurer;
Report 16: Reformed Theological College
Treasurer;; Report 8: Church Order
Committee (where we received the
discussion paper “Some Considerations
Relating To Receiving A Church into the
RCNZ”); Report 11: Church Extension
Committee; Report 9: Synodical Interim
Committee; and Report 17: Stated Clerk
(where we were encouraged by the work
of our Br van Dyk in the digitalising of the
1953-1986 Acts of Synod).
Then there were also various Overtures
– Overture 7, regarding the use of song

recordings of the music in the STTL, was
approved; Overture 3: Conversion Therapy,
which resulted in a study committee to help
inform our churches and advocate for us
about this matter; Overture 6: Liturgical
Raising of Hands (by Ministers), which didn’t
get enough hands up to see it sustained;
and Overture 1: Church Visitation, which
resulted in a study committee to look at
our present church visitation questionnaire
and process.
Leadership
The Rev. Peter Kloosterman is a very good
Moderator and he chaired proceedings in
a clear and helpful way, supported by his
vice-moderator who took over at times,
such as when one of Rev. Kloosterman’s
congregation passed away. The two Clerks
were very efficient and helpful to us all.
In addition to the simple and regular
business before us the other big part of our
time was taken up with what was ideal to
our present situation – the consideration of
our sister-church relationships and other
types of ecumenical relationships. You
might well wonder how this could be since
there is currently very little international
travel possible. But we could have delegates
from the Canadian Reformed Churches,
the Free Reformed Churches of Australia,
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the
Presbyterian Reformed Church of Australia,
and the Christian Reformed Churches of
Australia, address us online! In the present
circumstances this was a good alternative
and one that we should be able to use in
future if it is appropriate.
It was good to hear from these delegates
of the cooperative work being done with
us, whether church training in Vanuatu by

It was interesting seeing what else was happening behind and besides
the delegates sitting in their chairs being involved in Synod online.
While most chose to block their cameras a number opened up their
homes to us, with wives and children making fleeting appearances
in and out. A number of times the wives of delegates were seen
picking up the bits and pieces in and around the desk and chair and
also ensuring their other halves having the energy and substance to
keep on the go. I wouldn’t always recommend the snacks I saw as
part of a balanced diet but there is certainly enough energy in them
to keep them up with the play! And then there were those of the
better halves that suggested what their spouse should say! It was all
on camera! But how much wouldn’t you quickly miss it if you weren’t
looking?
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the van der Wel’s (PRCA); theological
instruction and support in Papua New
Guinea (CanRC & FRCA), the RTC and
diaconal work in India (CRCA), and building
up the saints in Uganda (OPC).
Covid-19 has affected our sister-churches,
and, in some cases, quite drastically. Not
necessarily physically, although in some of
them that is so, but especially spiritually as
it has greatly affected the unity of a number
of the churches within their respective
federations. It was very sad to hear of how
one congregation fell apart because of
differences over this so that only a few
families were left – and it all happened in
a lockdown.
Support Crew
We were thankful for the Hukanui Sound
Team who ensured a smooth and accessible
communication and were always ready to
help and train the fossils amongst us. Their
work also meant many others could follow
proceedings directly online. This augers
well for the future – a future which we are
increasingly finding could be a little
different to what we anticipated. But to the
Lord it is nothing unknown. He is the One
who has planned it all and we can live with
assurance that nothing is ever out of his
hands. In fact, isn’t it in the hands of his
Son that we vividly see how far he went for
his chosen and precious?
Conclusion
Our Moderator concluded by reading Mark
4:26-34 using these two parables to show
how we are not to be involved in popularity
seeking but in faithfully looking to the Lord
in all we do. Who was it who had
thousands fall away from him and be left
with only 120? Like him – the Lord Jesus –
we need to simply plant the seed and pray
and work that it will sprout and grow. We
become anxious because we fail to trust.
But the seed sprouts and grows even though
the farmer knows not how.
And like mustard seeds we must be
small but looking to God. God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise.
He then led us in closing prayer.
Following this the Moderator declared
that the 31 st Synod of the RCNZ was
adjourned until late February 2022, D.V.

Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL

June 1990
We have “recycled” churches in New
Zealand. They must have them in Australia
too. Just outside Hamilton we have a
market gardener who owns three of these
recycled churches. One fairly large church
in the middle, is flanked on either side by
two small country churches. From the
outside they still look like dainty churches
from the past. However, inside a flourishing
business thrives, producing dried flowers
and other related home industries. Churches
which have “lost” their membership through
old age and a shifting population are being
bought and moved to the city by private
people and then converted into lovely,

This is the day which the
Lord has made;
Let’s rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:24

John and Hetty

Leenders
Are celebrating their

Wedding Anniversary
17/11/1961

Rejoicing with them are their
children: their 18 grandchildren
and their 28 great grandchildren
Ed and Tessa Leenders
Gerry and Frances Leibbrandt
Dave and Jantina Leenders
Martin and Moana Leenders
Kenton Leenders

unusual homes. It has even been rumoured
that the old Saint Peter’s church in
Kerepehi, which had been purchased by
the recently de-institutionalised Kerepehi
Reformed Church from the Anglicans, is
now for sale, and may find a place on some
private property in Auckland, to become
someone’s family home. The spiritual state
of the nation is surely in bad shape when
God’s houses are turned into family homes
for want of worshippers.
The National Centre for Reformed Youth
Work in Holland celebrated its centenary.
They named the conference The Third
Generation Project. Children and
grandchildren of Reformed immigrants from
all over the world were invited. One girl
from New Zealand attended. Someone
recorded several remarks that were
overheard at that conference. I’ll mention
some of them. “You Dutch people say that
you only go to church when you feel like
it”; “We go every Sunday, sometimes
twice”, “You have such different ideas
about relationships, we only look for a
partner in our own churches!”, “Why are
you people in Holland so reserved when
you talk about your faith?” There were also
reactions from the Dutch side. “You’re
forever quoting the Bible”, “Aren’t you
concerned about the environment, about
justice, about peace?”
Some here in New Zealand expressed
their concern about the wisdom of sending
our young people to this Conference. We
broke away from the old mother-church
and now we let our young people be
exposed to their liberal ideas. I too share
that concern. But then, when I read this
report, I concluded that many of the young
people in Holland were also duly exposed
to the orthodox/evangelical thinking of
second and third generations of Reformed
migrants. And that certainly is a plus as far
as I am concerned, arid something to “praise
the Lord” for.
And now some news from the churches.
Sometimes I forget what I’ve written before
and thus will be repeating myself. Forgive
me for that; better to report it twice than
not at all. Better to feather someone a weebit extra at times than to have their wrath
on my poor head for such neglect.

In Tokoroa a
door-to-door
visitation programme has
been set in motion. Once
a
week, the minister, one elder
and one member of the congregation work
together as a team and call on homes to
reach out to them with the Good News.
This church also produces a monthly paper
The Standard as a ministry in their
community. Every-day life issues are
discussed in this paper and it is Tokoroa’s
desire and prayer that it may meet the
needs of their community.
I came across a lovely “pastoral” letter from
the minister of the Hastings congregation,
as he ended his first year of ministering to
them. He recorded the many blessings of
the past year and the harmonious
atmosphere in the session which was much
appreciated by all. He then shared a few
concerns which are high on the list for the
coming year, such as faithful attendance at
both worship services by all members, an
increasing exercise by every member of his
or her gifts and talents for the upbuilding
of the church, a prayerful effort to regain
covenant youth who have wandered away
from the church and finally an increasing
and prayerful commitment to the work of
evangelism. In conclusion he suggested the
words of Paul in Philippians 1:27 as their
motto for 1990: “... Conduct yourselves in
a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving together for the faith of the gospel.”
Unabridged
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The Fear of the Lord
Ray Ortlund

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). If that is so, and it is,
then the fear of the Lord is never to be
feared. This fear is not a barrier to growth
but a breakthrough to growth and eternal
fulfillment. But the word fear needs
clarification, doesn’t it? After all, doesn’t
the Bible say, “Perfect love casts out fear”
(1 John 4:18)? Yes. So, there must be two
kinds of fear.
One kind of fear is the fear that shrinks
from the Lord in dread, that cowers from
Him and turns away from Him in terror, as
if He were our problem. That kind of fear
is pagan, not Christian. It has nothing to do
with glorifying and enjoying God. It is
suspicion and resentment toward God. The
gospel does not create this fear in our hearts.
The gospel shows us the glory of God’s
grace in Christ, and lifts us up, assured and
fearless, to face life boldly as men and
women of eternal destiny.
If you are not in Christ, you fear the
Lord in all the wrong ways, and you don’t
fear Him enough. The Bible tells you that
you are facing “a fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fury of fire that will
consume the adversaries” (Heb. 10:27). If
you are not in Christ, you are God’s
adversary, headed toward judgment, and
you fully deserve it. But He is freely offering
you Christ as your shelter.
You need shelter for many reasons.
Here’s just one: without Christ, you are all
you have. Arthur Allen Leff of Yale Law
School, a brilliant unbeliever, put it bluntly:
“It looks as if we are all we have. Given
what we know about ourselves, and each
other, this is an extraordinarily unappetizing
prospect; looking around the world, it
appears that, if all men are brothers, the
ruling model is Cain and Abel. Neither
reason, nor love, nor even terror, seems to
have worked to make us ‘good,’ and worse
than that, there is no reason why anything
should.” If you are not in Christ, you are all
you have. That is something to fear. But
Christ is a shelter for people who are in
deeper trouble than they even know. Turn
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to Him. Turn to Him now. He will receive
you.
Here is the other kind of fear: “The fear
of the Lord [as] the beginning of wisdom”
(Prov. 9:10). This is a new attitude of
openness to God, created by His love. If
you are in Christ, His perfect love is casting
out your fear of judgment. The Bible says,
“Fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not been perfected in
love. We love because he first loved us” (1
John 4:18-19). The punishment fell on our
Substitute at the cross. We have received
Him with the empty hands of faith. We are
under God’s love now. The gospel frees us
from the fear that God will, in the end,
condemn us anyway. Nothing will ever
separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
For I am sure that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom.
8:38–39).
We believe that, and we love Him.
So, we fear the Lord in a new way. We
fear that we might grieve the One who
loves us so. This wholesome fear, the Bible
says, is a teachable humility (Prov. 15:33).
It is total openness to doing God’s will (Gen.
22:12). It is repentance, turning away from
evil (Job 28:28). It translates into simple,
practical obedience to God’s Word.
The end of the matter; all has been
heard. Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole
duty of man (Eccl. 12:13).
The fear of the Lord is another way of
describing trust in the Lord. But the word
fear adds connotations of reverence and
awe. The fear of the Lord is the opposite
of a glib shallowness. This humility doesn’t
mind total dependence on the Lord. In fact,
the fear of the Lord is psychologically
compatible with “the comfort of the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 9:31). It is a new sense of reality
with the living God (Acts 2:43; 5:11; 19:17),
rescuing us from a merely theoretical faith.
This fear is sweet, keeping us close to the
Lord.

The fear of the Lord gains in appeal as
we agree with C. S. Lewis that “in God you
come up against something which is in
every respect immeasurably superior to
yourself.” If we think we can live a single
day of our lives without staying low before
the Lord, yielding to His superior wisdom
and drawing upon His endless provision
moment by moment, we are deceiving
ourselves, no matter how brilliant we may
be.
But as soon as we accept that we are
not the measure but the measured, we are
not the givers but the recipients, and that
Jesus Christ is the universe’s greatest expert
in all things human, we embark on a
wonderful new journey. We are free to
grow and change.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of this wisdom.
Dr. Ray Ortlund is senior pastor of
Immanuel Church in Nashville, Tenn.,
president of Renewal Ministries, and
author of several books, including
When God Comes to Church.
First published in Tabletalk Magazine,
an outreach of Ligonier.
October 2013.
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Focus on the
Christian life
DAVID BURKE

The preciousness
of time
Those who spend a great part of their
time in idleness, or in doing nothing
that turns to any virtuous account, either
for the good of their souls or bodies;
nothing either for their own benefit, or
for the benefit of their neighbour, either
of the family or of the neighbourhood
to which they belong. There are some
people upon whose hands time seems
to lie heavy, who, instead of being
concerned to improve it as it passes,
and taking care that it pass not without
making it their own, act as if it were
rather their concern to contrive ways
how to waste and consume it; as though
time, instead of being precious, rather
a mere encumbrance to them. Their
hands refuse to labour, and rather than
put themselves to it, they will let their
families suffer, and will suffer
themselves: “An idle soul shall suffer
hunger.” (Proverbs 19:15.) “Drowsiness
shall clothe a man with rags.” (Proverbs
22:21.)
Those who have spent much of their
time in wickedness, if ever they shall
reform, and enter upon a different
mode of living, will find, not only that
they have wasted the past, but that they
have made work for their remaining
time, to undo what they have done.
How will many men when they shall
be with time, and shall look back upon
their past lives, wish that they had had
no time! The time which they spend on
earth will be worse to them than if they
had spent so much time in hell, for an
eternity of more dreadful misery in hell
will be the fruit of their time on earth,
as they employ it.
Those are reproved by his doctrine,
who spend their time only in worldly
pursuits, neglecting their souls. Such
men lose their time, let them be ever
so diligent in their worldly business, and
though they may be careful not to let
any of it pass so, but that it shall some
way or other turn to their worldly profit.

They that improve time only for their
benefit in time, lose it, because time
was not given for itself, but for that
everlasting duration which succeeds it.
They, therefore, whose time is taken up
in caring and labouring’s for the world
only, in inquiring what they shall eat,
and what they shall drink and
wherewithal they shall be clothed, in
contriving to lay up for themselves
treasures upon earth, how to enrich
themselves, how to make themselves
great in the world, or how to live in
comfortable and pleasant circumstances,
while here, who busy their minds and
employ their strength in these things
only, and the stream of whose affections
is directed towards these things; they
lose their precious time. Let such,
therefore, as have been guilty of thus
spending their time, consider it. You
have spent a great part of your time,
and a great part of your strength, in
getting a little of the world; and how
little good does it afford you, now you
have gotten it! What happiness or
satisfaction can you reap from it? Will
it give you peace of conscience, or any
rational quietness or comfort? What is
your poor, needy, perishing soul the
better for it? and what better prospects
does it afford you of your approaching
eternity? and what will all that you have
acquired avail you when time shall be
no longer?
J Jonathan Edwards

Reframing retirement
Sidney worked hard all his life. He was
well-regarded by his employers, cared well for
his family and was active in his church. The
day Sidney qualified for the aged pension was
retirement day. He quit his job, left his church
roles, said goodbye to his wider family and
was last seen hitting the highway for a twelvemonth 4WD trip with his wife.
Sidney’s retirement fits a common pattern
in the western world. The years after
employment are seen as a time for
self-indulgence in the dreams of a lifetime
and for spending freely on one’s heart’s desire.
Such a view of retirement is uncommon
globally and historically. Most people in most
places at most times continue in some form
of work until they are incapable or until they
die.
What is a Christian frame on retirement?
First, some foundations:
1. We are made for work. Work was part of
human identity before sin disrupted God’s
creational design (Gen 2:15). After the
fall, work continues, but is now part of the
fallen human condition (Gen 3:17-19).
We can expect to work again, with pleasure,
in the new creation (someone needs to
pick the delicious fruits and harvest the
healing herbs – Rev 22:2).
2. Work is more than paid employment. The
world of employment contracts, wages
and salaries is a comparatively recent one
and is unknown in the majority of the
world. Even in the west, the unpaid activities
of childminding, care of the aged or
disabled, community service, church
volunteering and such like deserve to be
included under the heading ‘work’.
3. The Bible speaks against idleness. Various
texts teach those who could work, but
choose not to, will suffer for it and do not
deserve sympathy or help from God’s
people (eg, Prov. 19:15; 31:27; 2 Thess
3:6-12). All who can work, should do
something that they can call ‘work’.
4. We are also made for rest. God provided
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for a weekly rest day which is a
recognition of our creaturely limitations
and a reminder to trust his provision for
us (Ex 16:1-5; 20:8). Yet awaiting is his
eternal rest (Heb 4:9-10).
5. We are mortal. This life ends in death,
unless the Lord returns first, or we are
taken up like Elijah (2 Kings 2:1-12).
Whether our years are few or 70, 80 or
more we are frail creatures who will
return to the dust from which we were
made (Gen 2:7; Ps 90:9-10, 103:14-15).
We are to be wise about our mortality
(Ps 90:12) and especially to remember
our creator before it is too late (Eccles
12:1,6-7).
6. We decline with age. Most of us will have
declining capacity and strength as our
years pass and death’s shadow looms
(Eccles 12:2-5).
What does all this imply?
There is a time to leave paid employment or at least step back. This creates
employment opportunities for younger
workers and helps refresh workplaces,
including in ministry employment. It also
avoids the sad picture of the workers who
just will not let go. However, retirement
from employment is not the same as
retirement from work.
Consider these samples of people who
retired from employment but kept working:

in a Christian approach to church-based
first aid in mental health.
These people retired from employment
but did not retire from work. They are like
Moses who served until his death at 120
(Ex 34:7) or Paul who spoke of pressing
forward rather than resting on his past (Phil
3:7-14). This is retirement reframed as an
opportunity to continue serving.
To balance that it needs to be said that
there may be seasons of life when
withdrawal from activity for a period of
contemplation, refreshment and renewal
is apt. Early church figures like Augustine
and Chrysostom withdrew for
contemplation after their conversions.
People may use long service leave, or the
space between employment, or after their
last employment to give themselves to rest
and to personal improvement of some kind.
But the time will come again to fulfil the
creational mandate and work while there
are hours in our days (Jn 9:4; 11:9). And
so, Chrysostom and Augustine each soon
left their temporary retreats to give
unwearied work in the Lord’s service as
great church preachers.

By all means let’s retire from
employment, slow down, and take time to
enjoy the life that God gives. But let’s keep
fulfilling our garden identity by working in
God’s world and serving according to our
capacity and circumstances. That enduring
work of ours is a thank offering for Christ’s
work for us and in expectation of the eternal
rest to come when he returns.
There is a time to recognise that we will
lay down our labours and surrender to rest
(2 Tim 4:6-8). However, many in the
western world seem to confuse retirement
from employment with retirement from
work and seek to enter that rest too early.
The last word is John Piper’s. At the end
of a book on retirement he says: Here is
my prayer for retirement – Lord, spare me
this curse!”.
David Burke whose non-retirement
dinner as a lecturer at Christ College
was held on 1 November 2019.
First appeared in Australian
Presbyterian, December 2019.

• A widowed librarian left employment in
her early 60s and served as a volunteer
to establish libraries and train local
librarians in an overseas theological
college and then two small Australian
colleges;

“That day of wrath” is a hymn prompted by Zephaniah
1:18 and was written by Thomas of Celano in the 13th century
AD. Hymnologists believe this may have been translated
into more languages than any other hymn! It expresses our
Christian hope in our just and gracious triune God.

• A couple sold their computer business,
down-sized their home, upskilled as
ESL teachers and gave themselves to
serve through language teaching
outreach to refugees through their local
church and on the mission field;

That day of wrath, that dreadful day
When heav’n and earth shall pass away!
What power shall be the sinner’s stay?
How shall he meet that dreadful day?

• An accountant left paid employment
aged 57 and, with his wife, became a
self-funded missionary using his
professional skills in a difficult location
and is still serving in his 70s.
• A finance industry worker left employment
in her early 50s for an intentional ‘next
chapter’ of serving family, church
ministry, some part-time lower level
employment, along with hobbies and
travel.
• Two women retired from mental health
employment and developed resources
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When shrivelling like a parched scroll,
The flaming heav’ns together roll;
When louder yet, and yet more dread,
Swells the high trump that wakes the dead;
O on that day, that wrathful day
When man to judgment wakes from clay,
Be thou the trembling sinner’s stay,
Though heav’n and earth shall pass away. Amen

Books in focus

The Pastor – A Memoir
by Eugene H Petersoni (1932 – 2018)
Review by John A. Haverland
Eugene Peterson has written 30 books. He
has an engaging and thoughtful style of
writing. A member of our church lent me
his memoir on his life and calling as a pastor.
This autobiography was written in 2011,
seven years before he died. Having been
a pastor myself for many years, and having
read a number of his books, I read his
memoir with interest. Most of you reading
this will not be pastors, but you are in
churches and either have a pastor, are
looking for one, or may feel called to be
one.
Peterson begins with his childhood
growing up in Montana in a Christian family
in a Pentecostal church. He had mixed
memories of the pastors who came and
went in their church. “They were never
dull. Most of them were larger than life. As
I entered adolescence, I began to get the
feeling that God, except for the time they
talked about him on Sunday, was not high
on their agenda. They were pretty full of
themselves.” (p. 71) In their sermons the
Bible “was flattened into clichés and slogans
and sentimental god-talk intended to inspire
and motivate.” (p. 84) He didn’t like the
condescending way they treated him, nor
the “Holy Joe tones in which they preached
and prayed”. (p. 96) None of them stayed
very long in the church.
As a young boy he loved reading and
learning and his favourite place to go was
the public library in his town. He was
fascinated by philosophy and loved reading
novels, especially Charles Dickens and Leo
Tolstoy. These interests took him to
university where he studied philosophy and
literature. After that he decided to go to
seminary with a view to being a professor
of theology. He was accepted into the
Biblical Seminary in New York. His studies
there gave him a new appreciation for the
writers and writings of the Bible. There he
learned to be “fiercely attentive to
everything that is there and only what is
there, alert to relationships both literary and
personal, habitually aware of context – the
entire world of creation and salvation that
is revealed in the Bible.” (p. 85)
While at seminary he was assigned to

do field work at Madison Avenue
Presbyterian church. He didn’t know any
Presbyterians, and didn’t know anything
about the church. The preacher was George
Arthur Buttrick who had the reputation for
being one of the great preachers in America.
“I had grown up on preaching that was a
mixture of cheerleading and entertainment
with a lot of scripture verses thrown in at
random. I was rarely bored, but I was also
aware that it was pretty thin soup... Buttrick
introduced me to a way of preaching I
didn’t know existed. A quiet and careful,
ruminative and thoughtful exposition of the
scriptures, without ostentation, without
calling attention to himself. He used
language precisely, accurately - a poet in
the pulpit.” After every Sunday evening
worship Dr Buttrick invited the seven or
eight seminarians who attended his church
to his manse for an hour of pastoral
conversation about preaching, prayer, and
worship.
For the next three years Peterson was
assigned to Presbyterian churches for his
field work. In his final year at seminary the
pastor he worked with encouraged him to
be ordained as a Presbyterian minister.
“You need a church in which you have
responsibility to your peers and affirm an
established theological tradition. Professors
as well as pastors need a support system to
which they are accountable... there are too
many pressures, too many seductions.” (p.
91). Good advice! Peterson was examined
and approved as a Presbyterian minister.
Later on he reflected, “As a Presbyterian
adult, my Christian family tree had roots all
over the world and through twenty centuries.
Presbyterianism grafted me into immense
continuities of prayer and worship, of saints
and artists, of countries and continents...
Among the Presbyterians, I was meeting
pastors who took seriously the vocation of
pastor, persons who knew and valued and
loved people in place and over time and
seriously in Jesus’ name. Madison Avenue’s
George Buttrick was the first... I realised
that pastor was a term that carried a certain
innate dignity, involved disciplines of
learning, demanded attentiveness to the
personal details of men and women in pain
and doubt... I met pastors who were modest,
not self important, not prima donnas, not
hungry for attention – pastors who were,
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well, just pastors. Pastors who actually liked
being pastors.” (p. 216f)
Peterson met and married Jan Stubbs.
He had noticed her in a large lecture room
at the university. In a room of about 200
young people she was the only one he
noticed! After shy introductions they began
to meet regularly. Soon he found out that
from her early adolescence she had wanted
to be a pastor’s wife. She saw being a
pastor’s wife as ‘holy orders’, a life of
hospitality, ministry, meeting people’s
needs, inhabiting a community (p. 95).
Peterson wanted to be a professor, but over
a period of three years of teaching his
vocation “gradually clarified and became
integrated... I realised that I was not, in my
bones, a professor at all. I was a pastor.”
(p. 18)
Their first church assignment as husband
and wife was to organise and develop a
new congregation in Bel Air, Maryland,
near Baltimore. This became known as
Christ our King Church. At first the church
met in the basement of their home. A 16
year old girl said she felt like one of the
early Christians in the catacombs. That
name appealed to the young people – for
them it was the Catacombs Presbyterian
Church. Over time the church grew in
numbers. They erected a church building.
After its completion a number of
members left the fellowship. This was the
beginning of some difficult years of ministry.
Peterson was tempted to leave but decided
to persevere and served as the pastor of
Christ the King Church for 30 years. In his
book Under the Unpredictable Plant he
argued for stability in pastoral work and for
long term pastorates.ii
The emphasis in America at that time
was to run the church as an ecclesiastical
business. By means of research and
marketing pastors could find out what the
customer wanted and package their services
to give the ecclesiastical customer just what
they wanted! Peterson, rightly, rejected this
approach. “It was a blasphemous
desecration of the way of life to which the
church had ordained me – something on
the order of a vocational abomination of
desolation.” (p. 112f)
This business approach fed into the
church growth movement. Many pastors
were seeking churches which had larger
numbers, “more suited to his gifts”, with
opportunity to “multiply his effectiveness”.
Peterson lamented this “lust for size that
was spreading through the American church.”
He and other pastors agreed that the church
growth movement was misnamed; “It was
more like church cancer – growth that was
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a deadly illness.” (p. 158)
A review of this book would not be
complete without some reference to
Peterson’s concern for prayer. As he settled
into his pastoral calling he was on the
lookout for writers who provided some
direction on being a pastor. He came across
a professor at one of the leading American
Presbyterian seminaries, attended one of
his seminars, and bought eight of his books.
But as he read them he noticed that there
was not a single reference to prayer in the
indices or in the books themselves. “I still
had a great deal to learn about the vocation
of pastor, but I knew one thing was for
sure: the work of prayer was at the heart
of everything.” (p. 150) He took these books
to the landfill and dumped them. Peterson
wrote about prayer for the pastor in his
book Working the Angles; “For the majority
of the Christian centuries most pastors have
been convinced that prayer is the central
and essential act for maintaining the essential
shape of the ministry to which they were
ordained.”iii
Sometimes Peterson is mystical in his
reflections and writing style, which I did
not appreciate. At times he makes too much
of too little, as when he made an extended
comparison of their church architect Simon,
with Bezalel, the designer and craftsman
for the tabernacle and its furniture and
furnishings.iv What I do appreciate about
this book are his reflections on the life and
ministry of the pastor, on who we are and
what we are called to be and do. I am
grateful to God for calling me to be a pastor
and for the three churches in which I have
served and the pastoral relationships that
we developed with many people. This book
will probably be read by those who enjoy
reading memoirs,v and by pastors, but I
hope that many of our readers have read
this far! I also hope this review will give you
a fresh appreciation for your pastor, and
his wife, and their ministry to you.
i Eugene H Peterson, The Pastor – A Memoir,
Harper One, 2011
ii I refer to this book and his views on this subject
in an article I wrote titled, “How long in one
place?” Faith in Focus November 2006
iii Eugene H Peterson, Working the Angles – The
Shape of Pastoral Integrity, Eerdmans, 1987
iv Exodus 31:1-11
v A member of our church falls in this category
and she kindly lent me her copy. Thank you!

Remaking a Broken World: The
Heart of the Bible Story
by Christopher Ash. The Good Book
Company, 2019. Paperback, 200
pages, $12.74. (This is a revised
edition; it was previously published
by Authentic Media in 2010)
Reviewed by OP pastor Stephen
Tracey
This is a refreshing book. Christopher Ash,
who always writes with brevity and lucidity,
sets out to prove that “the ordinary local
Christian church contains within itself the
seeds, or the DNA, of a remade world”
(7). He does this by carefully combing
through the Bible, highlighting the theme
of gathering and scattering. The result is
a careful biblical theology of the purpose
of God in gathering his people and
scattering his enemies.
Ash follows the Bible’s story line from
Eden to the New Jerusalem with various
stopping points in between. In Eden, God
gathered the first couple to work with him
in harmony. Before long we arrive at
Babel, where human pride led to humanity
being scattered. But Babel is not the end
of the story. From here Ash follows the
biblical plot line to Sinai, where some
gathering begins; to Jerusalem, where
there is a greater gathering, though
incomplete; and then back to Babylon,
scattered in exile. God’s full purpose for
scattered humanity is not Jerusalem, but
the New Jerusalem. So Ash concludes
with Golgotha, Pentecost, and the local
church gathered worldwide as the

beginning beginning of the New Creation.
The book is packed with helpful exegesis
of relevant biblical texts.
At the beginning of the book, Ash states
that he wants to persuade us “to commit
ourselves wholeheartedly to belonging to,
and serving in the fellowship of, a local
church” and to believe that “this may be
the most significant thing we do with our
lives” (7). The most important thing we do
with our lives? I think he is right. He draws
out the nuance of this thought from the
Old Testament as well as the New. This
study is a powerful statement on the
importance of the local church in God’s
glorious purpose.
The final chapter on the New Creation
was thought-provoking, but it seems to me
it would have been strengthened by
attention to the reappearance of Babylon
in the language of the book of Revelation.
While the New Creation can be described
as gathered forever, the theme of scattered
forever is also present in this concluding
section of Scripture. There is something
profoundly important in the cry of Revelation
18:2, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!”
Each chapter of Remaking a Broken
World concludes with a series of discussion
questions that would be useful in small
group discussions. Each chapter also has a
sermonic shape – a real treasure since Ash
is an excellent preacher.
I highly recommend this book. It is
readable, refreshing, and relevant. It would
prove useful from high school Sunday school
to seminary.
New Horizons, July 2020

Christ Victorious: Selected Writings
of Hugh Martin
edited by Matthew J. Hyde and
Catherine E. Hyde. Banner of Truth,
2019. Hardcover, 440 pages, $27.00
Reviewed by OP pastor Iain A. M.
Wright
Hugh Martin was a nineteenth century
Scottish Free Church clergyman, licensed
(as one of his letters states) on May 19,
1843. The significance of this is that he was
licensed the day after the Disruption (a
division in the established Church of
Scotland) which, although it would rob him
technically of the title of a “Disruption
Worthy,” places him firmly in the Free
Church of Scotland from the beginning of
his ministry.
In this volume, the reader will find ten
sermons, nine essays, and a collection of

his letters. Being born a few years after
Queen Victoria and predeceasing her by
many more makes him very much a Victorian
minister. Modern readers may find the style
of English a little hard to grasp, with sentences
that can run to over sixteen lines, but
whatever effort the reader is prepared to
make will be rewarded with insights from
Scripture and perceptions as to how its
teaching harmonizes across the breadth of
God’s Word. I found his two sermons on
“HeavPriesthood” not only illuminating but
filled with much to stimulate the heart as
well as the mind in making connections
between the worship in the temple and the
work of Christ.
In his essays, Martin handles a number
of issues judiciously but ever with an eye
to the One whose Word he is seeking to
expound. His handling of the work of Christ
on the cross and how we can talk of Christ’s
active obedience in his offering of himself
was particularly helpful; Martin offers a
response to the oversimplification by which
the active obedience is limited to Christ’s
keeping of the Law for the believer and his
passive obedience is narrowed to the hours
upon the cross.
Martin also provides the reader with a
very thoughtful defense of the filioque
clause: that the Holy Spirit proceeds from
the Father and the Son in accord with the
Latin West in contradistinction to the Greek
East, which holds that the Holy Spirit
proceeds only from the Father.
The reader would benefit from having
some knowledge of nineteenth century
Scottish history, as Martin alludes to the
Second Ten Years’ Conflict and the attempt
of the Free Church to unite with the United
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and to
the William Robertson Smith case. That is
not to say such knowledge is essential.
On a couple of occasions, Martin finds
himself having to take his correspondent
to task. In doing so, he exercises much
pastoral warmth even as he challenges
wrong ideas. He is certainly providing a
model for pastors who find themselves
having to correct someone but wondering
how best to broach the matter without
crushing the person.
The book is from the pen of a thoughtful
Christian Victorian gentleman. His love and
devotion to his Lord is clear in his preaching,
in his lecturing, and in his pastoring.
New Horizons, July 2020
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Focus on current affairs

5 things every
Christian should
know about the
trans movement
By Brandon Showalter
Christian Post Reporter |
Wednesday, June 30, 2021
The proliferation of “gender identity”
designations in every sphere of life, from
educational institutions to corporations
and government entities, has led many
to ask how it began and where it might
lead.
Until recently, the idea that someone
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might be “transgender” was confined to
the margins of society and was seen as
an extremely rare phenomenon. Today,
rising numbers of people, especially in
the younger generations, are not only
identifying as the opposite sex, as
transgender, but are choosing a new
gender identity from an ever-growing list
of made-up options. Some of these
include “nonbinary,” “agender” or
“genderqueer.” None of these so-called
gender identities can be defined
biologically or in material terms.
Here are 5 things every Christian
should know about the transgender
movement.
The shift from ’transsexual’ to
’transgender’
Critical to understanding how the push
to normalize the idea that someone could
be “born in the wrong body” or was
“assigned” the wrong sex at birth, as is

said among transgender activists, is an
important shift in language.
According to Atlanta-based
endocrinologist Dr. Quentin Van Meter,
whom CP interviewed in 2018 about the
dangers of chemical puberty blockers, much
of the foundation for shaping the public
discourse regarding what is now known as
“gender identity” can be attributed to one
man: John Money.
Money was a New Zealand-American
psychologist who was on staff several
decades ago at Johns Hopkins, one of the
most prominent hospitals in the United
States.
He also had a particular interest in
children with sexual differentiation
disorders, and it was his idea that a gender
identity that might differ from the sex of
the body developed in a person at some
point in time, according to Van Meter, who
also detailed this phenomenon in the new
documentary film “Trans Mission: What’s
the Rush to Reassign Gender?” that was
released on June 17 by the Center for
Bioethics & Culture Network.
Back then, the cadre of patients that
Money worked with were called
“transsexuals.” Prior to that, sex and gender
were used interchangeably.
“He had patients that he treated as
adults, and then he also had the paediatric
patients treated with surgical and hormonal
manipulations with really phenomenally
bad outcomes,” Van Meter told CP at the
time.
“He thought perhaps we could societally
change one’s gender by treating people
differently, socially and with hormones.
And what he found was that he was trying
to change sex,” which was impossible, he
said.
Money’s operation was eventually shut
down, but it was reinvigorated in recent
years amid a growing cultural push in favour
of transgender identities, Van Meter said.
The word “gender” was a linguistic term
and it did not even appear in medical
literature prior to the 1950s and ’60s, the
Atlanta doctor explained in the
documentary.
Although many continue to use the
word gender interchangeably with “sex”
out of habit – and indeed the etymology
of the word gender contains “gene” which
connects it to DNA – trans activists pushing
for gender identity to be adopted as a legal
category to be enshrined in federal and
state laws and public policies have
redefined the word to mean something
other than biological sex, sowing confusion
among the masses.

With this redefinition of gender by
ideologues, it has become a weaponized
tool to “de-sex” human beings in law and
culture, according to Stella Morabito, a
senior contributor to The Federalist.
“In a society de-sexed by law, would
the state recognize your relationship as a
husband or a wife? Mother or father?
Daughter or son? Those are all sexed terms.
A system that does not recognize the
existence of male and female would be
free to ignore the parentage of any child,”
she noted of the implications of this shift
in language in a piece for Public Discourse
in 2016.
“You might be recognized as your child’s
‘legal guardian,’ but only if the state agrees
to that. Anybody can be a guardian to your
child if the state decides it’s in the child’s
‘best interest.’ In this vision, there is nothing
to prevent the state from severing the
mother-child bond at will,” she added.
Gender dysphoria afflicting
teenage girls, young women
The psychological ailment known as gender
identity disorder and later renamed
“gender dysphoria,” which is defined as
persistent psychological distress or
incongruence with one’s biological sex,
was until recently an extremely rare condition
that almost entirely afflicted young boys.
But a significant shift has occurred in the
last decade.
Today, for the first time in approximately
100 years of clinical diagnostic history, the
predominant demographic of those suffering
from gender dysphoria are teenage girls
and young adult women.
Yet the kind of dysphoria these girls and
women are experiencing is notably different,
and the skyrocketing rates have many
believing that it’s the result of an internetfueled peer contagion, what has been
called “Rapid Onset Gender Dysphoria”
(ROGD).
In the United Kingdom, for example,
referrals to the Gender Identity Development Service increased by over 4,000-fold
in the past decade, as was documented by
the trans-critical website TransgenderTrend.
This medical mystery of ROGD was
thoroughly explored in a book released last
year titled, Irreversible Damage: The
Transgender Craze Seducing Our Daughters
by journalist Abigail Shrier. Rapid Onset
Gender Dysphoria was the subject of public
health researcher Lisa Littman who
published a peer-reviewed scholarly article
in the academic journal PLoS One in 2018
after she noticed growing numbers of youth
identifying as the opposite sex.

“The religion of America
today is narcissism. …
We want to define our
own version of truth of
who we are regardless
of anything else.”

Faith in Focus

21

The hard-fought legal
gains that the
suffragists and early
feminists achieved were
won on the grounds that
biological sex matters
and that women have
been held down and
discriminated against on
that basis. They contend
that no one was
confused about what a
woman was when they
were banned from voting
or serving on juries.
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Littman’s research revealed that 65%
of young girls who had self-identified as
transgender during their adolescence did
so after spending considerable time on
social media. She thus posited that the
sharp rise in transgender-identifying girls
was not organic but a sudden social
contagion.
Soon after publication, trans activists
claimed her study employed faulty research
methods, and PLoS One’s editor-in-chief
wound up apologizing for publishing the
article, in an unprecedented move. In
March 2019, the academic journal published
a “correction” for Littman’s original article,
even though her findings were unchanged.
Earlier this year, mothers involved in a
secret online group who managed to
connect because their young sons are mired
in this peer contagion told CP that teenage
boys are also suffering, even as the social
dynamics and contributing factors vary from
what girls endure.
The theological angle: NeoGnosticism, the meaning of
being human
The claim that a person can have a sexed
body but a gendered brain, a body-mind
split, a “mismatch” between their gender
identity and their biological sex is not a
particularly unique idea, though it might
seem new, theologians say.
In a short letter to the editor of the U.K.
Times published in August 2017, renowned
Anglican theologian and author N.T. Wright
opined that the contemporary confusion
about gender identity in youth “is a modern,
and now internet-fueled, form of the ancient
philosophy of Gnosticism.”
He continued, “[t]he Gnostic, one who
‘knows,’ has discovered the secret of ‘who
I really am,’ behind the deceptive outward
appearance.”
“This involves denying the goodness,
or even the ultimate reality, of the natural
world. Nature, however, tends to strike
back, with the likely victims in this case
being vulnerable and impressionable
youngsters who, as confused adults, will
pay the price for their elders’ fashionable
fantasies,” he said.
In CP’s 2017 article series on the many
facets of transgender ideology, CP
executive editor and outgoing Southern
Evangelical Seminary President Richard
Land said that when a human being takes
on a transgender identity it’s the epitome
of self-idolatry and an affront to God’s
created order.
“It is the ultimate attempt to become
one’s own god. I want to be different than

the way God made me, so I’m going to
employ modern medical science to change
my gender, chemically and surgically,”
Land said at the time.
“The religion of America today is
narcissism. … We want to define our own
version of truth of who we are regardless
of anything else.”
Land believes that a particularly pressing
philosophical question that all Christians
must consider today is: “What is a human
being?’ The forces at work within modern
culture ... are self-centered.”
Echoing Wright, Land further explained
that at the root of the transgender
movement is a resurgent Gnostic view that
the body and mind are not united, coupled
with the hedonistic creed of the sexual
revolution that “if it feels good, do it.”
“The sacred trinity of modern man is I,
myself and me. And it is only with modern
science that people have the ability to claim
they can change their gender and seek to
do so,” he added.
The Dentons document
In December 2019, journalist James Kirkup
wrote a piece for The Spectator about a
document from Dentons, which claims to
be the largest law firm in the world; the
Thomson Reuters Foundation; and the
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer and Intersex Youth &
Student Organisation (sic).
The document, titled “Only adults?
Good practices in legal gender recognition
for youth,” exposed the tactics that gender
identity activists use in order to accomplish
their policy aims, including how government entities should override parental rights
so they no longer have legal control over
their children on issues pertaining to
gender.
Although both Dentons and the
Thomson Reuters Foundation noted that
the document does not necessarily reflect
their viewpoints, it nevertheless advises
that “states should take action against
parents who are obstructing the free
development of a young trans person’s
identity in refusing to give parental
authorization when required.”
The document also urged trans activist
groups to wed themselves to politically
popular initiatives, such as marriage equality
bills, which provided a “veil of protection,”
particularly in countries “where marriage
equality was strongly supported, but gender
identity remained a more difficult issue to
win public support for.”
“Another technique which has been
used to great effect is the limitation of press

coverage and exposure,” the document
adds.
For concerned citizens who wonder
why corporate entities are in any way
involved in driving the idea of the
“transgender child” – a minor who claims
by mere say-so to be the opposite sex –
into legal structures around the world, it
is necessary to observe the language
manipulation, follow the money, and
note the rise in paediatric gender clinics
worldwide, according to investigative
journalist Jennifer Bilek, who writes at
The11thHourBlog.
“Biological sex seems to be what is
deconstructed in the global push to change
the definition of female to include male,
which deconstructs sex as a meaningful
definition,” Bilek wrote in a January 2020
blog post.
“Children who experience body
dysphoria about their sex, up until very
recently were so rare a phenomenon, no
one ever heard of them. Now we have
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 300
‘gender’ clinics in the U.S. (the largest
serving 1,000 children), treating a
condition that is considered at once,
disordered enough from the norm to
need clinics, drugs, medical oversight
and the halting of puberty, but also normal
enough to be considered just another
way to be human, hence the guidance
from Reuters and Dentons.”
In 2007, the United States was home
to only one gender clinic, located in
Boston, Massachusetts.
“Biological reality is being legally
queered, it would appear, to pave the
way for more and more complex changes
to human biology and children’s bodies
are being used as the fodder for this
experiment,” she added in a follow-up
blog post.
“This experiment is being run by the
richest, global corporatists who naturally
use the largest and richest legal structures
(Dentons and Reuters) to construct their
lie.”
Opposition spans the
spectrum, pushed by
Democrats, slow-walked by
Republicans
In both the federal and state legislatures,
the opposition to transgender policies,
particularly regarding the experimental
medicalization in youth, is almost universally
voiced by Republicans.
Elected Democrats are almost entirely
in favour of transgender-friendly laws, as
it has largely been touted as the next civil

rights frontier amid the push for “LGBT
rights” to be codified in nondiscrimination laws.
But legislative accomplishments
pushing back gender identity ideology in
public life are few amid pressure from
heavy-hitting financial interests. Despite
the seemingly stark left-right divide on
the issue, opposition to certain policies
spans the political spectrum in the general
public, in both liberal and conservative
states.
Left-wing radical feminist groups such
as the Women’s Liberation Front and the
U.S. chapter of the nonpartisan Women’s
Human Rights Campaign have contended
in a variety of fora in recent years that
women’s rights are indelibly undermined
with the inclusion of gender identity in
the legal definition of sex.
The hard-fought legal gains that the
suffragists and early feminists achieved
were won on the grounds that biological
sex matters and that women have been
held down and discriminated against on
that basis. They contend that no one was
confused about what a woman was when
they were banned from voting or serving
on juries.
Last year, as the COVID-19 pandemic
was starting to gain more attention, Idaho
became the first state in the nation to
adopt laws resisting trans ideology. These
laws stated that women’s sports are
reserved for females only and that vital
statistics in state records must be
maintained on the basis of biological sex.
Since then, several states have passed
similar laws forbidding males, regardless
of how they identify, from competing in
women’s athletic competitions. In
Louisiana, several Democratic legislators
voted in favour of its bill designating
women’s sports as female-only. The state’s
Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards,
however, vetoed the measure.
Prohibiting the prescription of
experimental puberty-suppressing drugs,
cross-sex hormones and performing
elective cosmetic gender surgeries on
minors has proven to be a tougher battle,
even in states with overwhelming
Republican majorities, where many might
think such proposals would pass easily.
In 2020, the first legislative effort
pushing back against trans medicalization
in the U.S. took place in South Dakota.
Though the bill passed in the lower
chamber, it died in a Senate committee
under pressure from the Chamber of
Commerce.
In May, despite its reputation as a

conservative bastion, a Texas bill banning
chemical and surgical sex changes for
children younger than 18 failed to be
scheduled for a vote in the House after
stall tactics were deployed, activists and
insiders told CP.
In South Carolina, it was notable that
Rep. Cezar McKnight (D-Williamsburg),
was the sponsor of a bill attempting to
ban the experimental practices in the
state.
“Black Democrats tend to be more
conservative than white progressives,”
McKnight told The Associated Press in an
interview earlier this year.
“I would not have ever put this bill
forward if I didn’t think the people in my
district wouldn’t be receptive, and they
are. Pastors, young parents, older parents,
they all tell me the same thing: if you
want to do this, wait until you’re 18.”
https://www.christianpost.com/news/5things-every-christian-should-knowabout-the-transmovement.html?page=1
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