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Q. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever. (Shorter Catechism)
What a beautifully succinct answer to such a profound and far reaching question!
But, the answer has huge implications for every Christian. Of course, as Christians
we know that don’t we? We know all the answers from our formative years, growing
up in a Christian home, hearing the instruction of God’s word through preaching,
catechism classes, perhaps having the added blessing of an education in a Christian
School or being educated by our parents at home.
However, I would like to propose a series of rhetorical questions to make you
and I think about that all important answer. “Has growing up as a Christian with
God’s truth as the foundation of our lives transformed our thinking? Do we glorify
God in all we do, and are our thoughts governed by His word, or do we tend to
reason like the pagans around us? When we have finished the business of the day,
where do our thoughts naturally go? As Christians in a post-modern era, do we
have a tendency to be similar to everyone else and not so very different, with similar
goals and aspirations for this life? Do we blend in nicely; should we not be different?
Yes, we should – we should be different! We are called to be different, we are
called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matt 5:13-14), at work,
at home, in the market place, in fact everywhere. We are called to “Come out
from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean,
and I will receive you.”18 “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (1Cor 6:17-18)
We are called to be uniquely Christian, which means we are also to think
Christianly. To think Christianly is something that I heard from the Rev Chris
Cavanagh, a previous minister of the Palmerston North Reformed Church, and it
has stuck with me ever since. Consequently, it seemed good to investigate what it
means for us as God’s called out people.
It seems to me that it is all too easy for the Christian to not think God’s thoughts
after Him, but to think “my” thoughts after me. To walk and talk like the world.
Let us all consider whether we are thinking Christianly and “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom”,(Col 3:16) and lead us in the paths of
righteousness (Ps 23:3) to His glory and praise.
Our contributors present biblically insightful articles to help us consider what it
means to Think Christianly, so that our lives may glorify God in our thoughts, words
and deeds. I hope you find them a blessing. Soli Deo Gloria.
Featured in this issue:
Mr Ed Rademaker considers what the Christian looks like.
Mr Pieter van Huyssteen looks at our thought life.
Mr John Rogers boldly states – “In the beginning God”.
Mr Ron Gleason informs about the so-called population problem.
Mrs Moanna Leenders writes about pornography and divorce, and communicates
to the wife of a pornography user.
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Subscription per volume:
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The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.

Thinking Christianly
ED RADEMAKER

Following Jesus at a
comfortable distance
You and I have no right to do with our
lives as we please! Unless, of course, it
pleases us to live the way Jesus Christ
wants us to, as is true of any real Christian.
If it doesn’t please you to live His way, are
you a real Christian?
Our lives are not our own, because Jesus
Christ has purchased us with His blood (1
Peter 1:18-19). He owns us completely.
And we confess that this reality is “our only
comfort in life and in death” (Heid. Cat.
1:1), that we belong to Him.
The Christian’s life is all about Jesus.
(Phil.1:21,23)
So, if a Christian is a disciple of Jesus
Christ (and he is), then if you and I are
Christians we must take up our cross and
follow Him, giving Him our absolute
allegiance. Anyone who wants to be salt in
this generation must put Christ before
anyone or anything in this world, whether

it be his own family loved ones or even his
own life (Luke 14:26-35).
This is radical, and someone who does
this consistently will stand out in a crowd,
like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did
literally when they refused to bow down
to Nebuchadnezzar’s golden statue,
everybody else being on their knees.
Everyone who comes within the orbit of
your life will recognise before long that you
are fundamentally different.
The reason why putting Jesus first in our
lives makes us radically different from our
non-Christian neighbours is because Jesus’
character and agenda are polar-opposite
to the character and agenda of the world.
As to His character, He came to reveal
and do the will of His Father in heaven
(John 6:38), though it cost Him everything.
The unbeliever seeks only his own will. As
to His agenda, He came to establish God’s

Without Christ’s power
working in and through
us, we cannot stand out
from those around us,
we cannot be radical in
our allegiance to Jesus,
nor can we fulfill His
agenda.
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If we are not careful to
critically evaluate
everything we take in,
and filter out that which
is toxic, we are subtly
and unconsciously
changed and
conditioned by it,
adopting some or many
of the values, methods,
life-style, dreams and
ambitions of the culture
and society around us.
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Kingdom on earth to the glory of the Father
(Matthew 3:2; John 18:36-37). The
unbeliever is working to build the kingdom
of man in opposition to God’s Kingdom.
Christ’s agenda for the Church takes the
form of the Great Commission: “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20).
This commandment from our Lord is
for every Christian, not just for the twelve
Apostles, nor just for ordained church
planters and missionaries and
denominational mission boards. After all,
Jesus gave the Great Commission to His
disciples, all of whom died some years later
but well before the commission was
completed. It still remains incomplete. It is
for every disciple now to obey.
Absolute allegiance to Jesus Christ means
that we will give our lives to and for the
discipling of New Zealand (and other nations
as we have opportunity), teaching our
neighbours, both by word and example, to
observe all that Jesus commanded us. But
not in our own strength, for the task is
impossible for us to do without the Lord
Jesus supplying us with grace through His
Holy Spirit. That’s why He promised He
would be with us to the end of the age.
Without Christ’s power working in and
through us, we cannot stand out from those
around us, we cannot be radical in our
allegiance to Jesus, nor can we fulfil His
agenda.
And this is where we get into difficulties.
To be truly salty salt as we should be, our
lives must be realigned and re-built from
the roots up in accord with Christ’s agenda.
That’s what radical commitment implies,
the word radical having to do with roots.
In this postmodern world it is so easy
for us to allow the world to influence us
through its various media, as we expose
ourselves (or are exposed) to the literature,
education, entertainment, music,
advertising, and news media produced by
the world.
If we are not careful to critically evaluate
everything we take in, and filter out that
which is toxic, we are subtly and
unconsciously changed and conditioned
by it, adopting some or many of the values,
methods, life-style, dreams and ambitions
of the culture and society around us.
As Tony Payne points out in his Leader’s
Guide to The Course of Your Life, many tend

to adopt an agenda for their lives much like
the world around them:
“If you’re a typical young woman in
your early twenties, your agenda might be
something like this:
1. Find a job that will kick-start my career.
2. Save enough to travel.
3. Find a boyfriend
4. Fill my life with memorable experiences.
“Or if you’re a married middle-aged
man, perhaps your unspoken life agenda
is more like this:
1. Keep wife happy (because happy wife
= happy life).
2. Get the kids into good schools.
3. Buy best house in best suburb I can
afford.
4. Earn enough money to do 1-3 in a job
that doesn’t frustrate me to death.
5. Have some fun, although 1-4 will probably
prevent that happening.
“Now life agendas like these are based
on the assumption that the overriding
purpose of your life is to be happy, successful
and fulfilled.” (pages 48-49)
He goes on to point out if these are our
priorities in life, then all our actions and
decisions in life will tend to further these
aims.
And then when someone becomes a
Christian, instead of letting God totally
re-write their life agenda, they merely add
church and church things to their agenda
as an extra item to be fitted in somewhere.
But then we look to the world as if we
are pretty much the same as they are, no
fundamental differences, just some extra
religious things sprinkled in, especially on
Sunday. And because we tend to look so
similar to them, they do not see any real
reason why they would want to become a
Christian, because they are not “religious
types.”
We might respond to them by arguing
that Christianity is not about “religion”, but
that it is about being in relationship to the
living God through faith in Jesus Christ, and
about the true way things are in the universe,
and about the reality of heaven and hell,
etc.
Nancy Pearcey, in her book Total Truth,
points out a major problem here. “We may
do a great job of arguing that Christianity
is total truth, but others will not find our
message persuasive unless we give a visible
demonstration of that truth in action.
Outsiders must be able to see for themselves,
in the day-to-day pattern of our lives, that
we do not treat Christianity as just a private
retreat, a comfort blanket, a castle of fairytale beliefs that merely make us feel better.”

She continues: “It is all but impossible
for people to accept new ideas purely in
the abstract, without seeing a concrete
illustration of what they look like when lived
out in practice. Sociologists call this a
‘plausibility structure’ – the practical context
in which ideas are fleshed out. The church
is meant to be the ‘plausibility structure’ for
the gospel. When people see a supernatural
dimension of love, power, and goodness in
the way Christians live and treat one
another, then our message of biblical truth
becomes plausible.
“But what if people see Christians
practicing injustice and compromising with
the world? Then who will believe our
message? A verbal presentation of a Christian
worldview message loses its power if it is
not validated by the quality of our lives.”
(pages 354-355, emphasis added).2
So, we do need to know how to think
in a Christian way, and we need to know
how to apply Scripture to our daily lives.
As Reformed believers we recognize that
this is vital. But if we are going to be God’s
instruments for discipling New Zealand, we
must do more than that. We are going to
have to win our neighbours to Christ by
demonstrating in our lives what it means
to be a closely-following disciple of Jesus
Christ, adorning the gospel with the power
and beauty of a consistently godly life.
That means that we must die to ourselves,
and be prepared to deny ourselves not just
the sinful pleasures, but also the legitimate
pleasures that this life affords, so that we
can live for God in a Christ-like,
self-sacrificially loving way. Sometimes we
have to say no to legitimate desires in order
to be a blessing to those around us.
Godliness in marriage, for example, will
often require this.
As I said earlier, this is radically different
from the world. And at times it appears to
be radically different from my own life-style,
and from the life-styles of most believers
around me.
It seems to me that it is far too easy for
most of us to remain fairly comfortable in
our practice of the Christian Faith. For
example, in our giving most of us are
comfortable, i.e. we do not give in a way
that hurts us, that makes us have to cut back
on our luxury items, let alone actually ‘tighten
our belts’. And those of us who tithe might
think we are doing okay in this duty,
forgetting that the tithe is meant to be the
minimum we give back to God for the work
of ministry; and not thinking too closely
about our Lord’s commendation of the
widow who, trusting in the Lord’s provision,
put all her money in the temple coffers

(Mark 12:41-44).
How many of us practice hospitality in
a self-sacrificial, radical way? Not just having
our friends over on a Sunday for coffee and
lunch, but opening our home to strangers
who may be visiting church for the first
time, or even unbelieving neighbours, with
a view to winning them for Christ. Or do
we avoid that because we value our leisure
time too much, and it is too much effort.
And anyway, hospitality is not our gifting,
not our calling, like it is for those who are
naturals at it. Never mind that we are all
commanded to practice hospitality, and
not just to family, friends or acquaintances
either (Hebrews 13:2).
A while back I started reading Rosaria
Butterfield’s book on hospitality, “The Gospel
Comes with a Doorkey” (a book that had
been favourably reviewed in this magazine)
because I believe hospitality is an important
ministry and tool for evangelism, and we
as a family here are keen to practice it. But
I didn’t get very far in, before I laid it aside
for another book. And now, writing this
article, I think, “Why didn’t I finish the
book?” I think it is because I could see
where it was going, and it was going to
challenge me to go outside my comfort zone
to practice what really is just Christ-like selfsacrificing love in the context of hospitality.
Then there is outreach, e.g. to Muslims.
Not many of us target the Muslims we know
for outreach. Evangelism to them requires
not a little, but much, self-sacrifice, especially
of our time and care. When Muslims convert
to Christianity they leave behind a whole
community of which they were a part,
becoming isolated from all former sources
of emotional/relational support. The church
they then join must become for them a true
support community, like close family, or
else they will flounder, and perhaps fall
away.
But that would require a time and
emotional commitment to serving and loving
them that few of us are prepared to give.
We feel it would be too much trouble, and
we are too busy and tired already. And thus
we let the opportunities go begging. And
what does our Lord think of this?
As Christians we are supposed to keep
in mind at all times the reason God put us
here. It is not about us. In its overarching
terms we are here to bring glory to God.
More specifically put, we are to bring every
area of creation and of our lives under the
dominion of Christ to the glory of our God.
And as we do this we let our light shine
in such a way that men may see our good
works and be won for Christ.
Is this what your life and my life is all

about? In principle maybe, but what about
in practice?
How then can we grow in our light-shining
saltiness?
Well, we agree with John Calvin do we
not, that our hearts are idol factories. So
we need to repent and put away our
everyday idols, the things in life we look to
for happiness and contentment, the things
that control us, and take up too much of
our time and devotion, and weaken our
loyalty/commitment to Jesus Christ and His
agenda for our lives. We need to die more
and more to our self-centred, self-indulgent
personal desires and ambitions, praying for
the Lord to grow in us a servant’s heart by
the power of His Word and Spirit.
We should be encouraging our ministers
to cut closer to the bone with the scalpel
of application, to the point where we
become uncomfortable on Sundays under
the preaching. And we should encourage
our ministers not only to comfort, exhort
and encourage us to change and grow, but
also to call us regularly to repent of our
idolatry and half-heartedness in following
Jesus.
We also need regularly to remind
ourselves of the reason we are alive, the
reason we exist and for which we were
saved, i.e. the glory of God in the discipling
of our neighbours, both near and far, and
the enjoyment of Him forever.
1. Payne, Tony, 2011. The Course of Your Life:
Leader’s Guide. Matthias Press, Kingsford
NSW Australia
2. Pearcey, Nancy R., 2004. Total Truth:
Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural
Captivity. Crossway Books, Wheaton, Illinois

Mr Ed Rademaker is a member of the
Palmerston North Reformed Church.
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Thinking Christianly
PIETER VAN HUYSSTEEN

My thought life in response
to His great love
Dear reader, have you ever thought about
the state of your thought life? Looking
from God’s perspective, are your thoughts
expressing an awe-inspired thankfulness
to our triune God for who He is and for
the innumerable blessings He gives us, the
greatest blessing of which is the gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ!? So, here is the question: What fills your thought life every day
– every minute?
When I was two years old, Broadway
brought out a movie (a musical) called “The
Most Happy Fella.” In this movie there was
a song with a very catchy tune – a song
which for most of my childhood years was
often heard in shopping centres or grocery
stores. Now, if you are a bit like me
(someone who is naturally drawn to catchy
tunes) you will find it hard not to want to
sing the words of this particular song. And
yet, time and time again, when this catchy
song comes into my mind, I have to stop
at one specific place! Why? Because any
person who reverences God simply cannot,
with a clear conscience, sing all the words
of this song! Here is how the song starts…
Standing on a corner watching all the
girls go by … .
Brother you don’t know a nicer
occupation
Matter of fact, neither do I
Than standing on a corner watching all
the girls
Watching all the girls, watching all the
girls go by …
So far, someone could argue that it still
sounds somewhat innocent. Yes, up to this
point in the song an unmarried man could
perhaps still sing these words. However,
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– our Lord Jesus Christ? Yes, what about
God? Does not God’s Word say, “… You
perceive my thoughts from afar”? And does
it not say, “Before a word is on my tongue
you know it completely, O Lord”?2
Well, it’s not just the thoughts of a young
man staring at girls, which can go in the
wrong direction. No, (in Mark 7:21-22) our
Lord Jesus gives the following list of evil
thoughts, which make a person impure:
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,
greed, malice (or wickedness), deceit,
lewdness (or sensuality and self-indulgence), envy, slander, arrogance (or pride)
and folly (or foolishness). Sadly, all of these
often fill the thoughts of even the Christian!
Why are ungodly thoughts wrong?
Because they grieve our holy God and Jesus
Christ who gave His life for you/me; and

here are the words with which the song
continues – words which the Christian man
simply cannot sing in clear conscience …
Standing on a corner giving all the girls
the eye
Brother if you’ve got a rich imagination
Give it a whirl, give it a try …
Brother you can’t go to jail for what
you’re thinking …1
Did you hear that? “You can’t go to jail
for what you’re thinking!”
Sure, no one can be brought before a
human judge simply for what he/she was
thinking! But, what about the ultimate Judge

because they make us unclean and can give
birth to sinful actions. After all, God’s Word
says (in Prov. 23:7), “For as he thinks within
himself, so he is”?3
So, let us contemplate the following
three points:
• Godly Thought Life
• The Reason Why
• Practical Help
Godly thought life
Phil. 4:8 lists six good things with which
the Christian should feed his/her thoughts.
Here they are: things true; things honourable; things right/just; things pure; things

lovely; and things of good repute. Where
will we find examples of these six good
things?
Well, the Apostle Paul “casts his net”
very wide – yes, the “net” with which you
and I can “catch” these good things! This
is why, in v.8, Paul uses the word
“whatever” in front of every one of the six
good things, e.g., “whatever is true, whatever
is honourable, whatever is right …” etc.
Indeed, Paul even sums up by saying, “if
there is any excellence and if anything
worthy of praise, dwell on these things.”4
So, even if some unbelieving authors,
musicians or artists, sculptors, architects or
movie-makers can at times come up with
some truthful, honourable, righteous, pure
and lovely things, the safest and purest
source where you and I will find examples
of the six good things listed in Phil.4:8
remains the Bible!
Let’s briefly examine these six good
things.
Firstly, think about5 whatever is true:
Who is the “fountain” of the truth? Is it
not God? Look, the Bible tells us (e.g., in
John 3:33) that God is true.6 And our Lord
Jesus, as Son of God, revealed about
Himself that He, too, is true!7
Guess who embodies the exact opposite
of the truth? The Bible tells us that the devil
is the father (origin) of all lies!8
Please consider with me: If God is the
Ultimate Truth – and unchangingly so –then
it is logical that also the moral standards
which God has given us in His Word, are
like their Giver – unchanging, fixed and
forever truthful! See why it is vitally
important that the person who says he/she
loves God Triune will feed his mind with
God’s Word? The truth of God’s Word
must, as Ephesians 6:4 says, be part of the
armour of the Christian “soldier!”9 Yes, the
truth of God’s word must be such an
integral part of us that we will instantly
recognise untruth; also the untruths of
political correctness which are so rife in our
culture today; and the untruths of
expediency, e.g., when for pure financial
reasons, an expecting mother is told to abort
her baby.
Verse 8 gives a second virtue which should
fill the Christian mind: whatever is
honourable! This word also means, “worthy
of respect; of good character.”10 This is the
exact same word Paul uses in 1 Timothy to
describe the character of elders,11 deacons,12
and all Christians13 – certainly, also husbands
if they want to make it easier for their wives
to respect them (Ephesians 5:33); and wives

Faith in Focus

7

Watch over your heart
with all dilligence, for
from it flow the springs
of life.
if they want to make it easier for their
husbands to honour them (1 Peter 3:7).
How can one become a person of
honourable/respected character? When
you fill your mind with honourable things;
not with frivolity or silliness and not with
words, books, movies and songs that treat
life as a perpetual joke.
Christians will take their lives seriously
and live in line with Psalm 90:12, “… teach
us to number our days, that we may present
to You a heart of wisdom.”14 Of course, this
does not mean that Christians are forbidden
to appreciate clean humour! No, it just
means that with their thinking and actions,
Christians will send a clear message to the
world – the message that life is short and
that, one day (perhaps even soon), all
people will stand before the Holy God of
heaven and earth!

And so, also to us Philippians 4 says, “Don’t
fill your mind with rubbish! Fill your mind
with whatever is pure and holy!”
If Christ comes tonight (or calls us home
tonight), how does He want to find us?
Does He not want to find us as His pure
and holy “bride”?19 Indeed, everyone who
hopes to see the Lord Jesus, will want to
purify him/herself, just as Christ is pure!20
In the second-last place, Phil 4:8 exhorts
us to fill our minds with whatever is
lovely/pleasing– literally: with that which
works towards love;21 that which breathes
and evokes love in others22 – of course,
love on God’s terms and for His glory!

Here is the third good thing: whatever is
right (or righteous or just).15 The person
who really reverences God and loves the
Lord Jesus, is the one who will often meditate
in awe on (and fill his thought life with) the
righteous acts of God;16 and is also the
person whose righteous thoughts will come
out in righteous actions. Does not 1 John
3:7 say, “… the one who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is
righteous”?17
Thus, the employer whose thought life
is filled with righteousness, is the one who
treats his workers with righteousness and
fairness knowing that he also has a Master
in heaven (Col 4:1).

Lastly, Philippians 4:8 says that things of
good repute should fill our thought life.
Here we think of a person who, in his/her
mind, thinks of ways in which he/she can
conduct him/herself;23 in a way that will be
commendable, not so much for the benefit
of the person him/herself, but for the
furtherance of the Gospel of Christ!
Having listed these six things for our
thought lives, how does the Apostle Paul
now sum up this God-given message?
Well, in the last part of v.8, he exhorts
the Philippians (and you and me) to fill our
thought lives with anything which is
excellent and praiseworthy!
Then, from where Paul is sitting in that
Roman jail, not knowing whether he would
ever again see the Philippians in person,
he, as their pastor and spiritual leader holds
himself humbly as an example to the
Philippians. So, he says (in v.9), “Whatever
you have learned or received or heard from
me, or seen in me – put it into practice.”
See? Good thought life will give birth to
good practice!

Here is the fourth good thing Phil.4:8 wants
us to think of: Whatever is Pure!
Paul’s first readers, the Philippians, lived
smack in the middle of pagans, many of
whom lived unchaste lives and who thought
little of the moral laws given by God. This
is why Paul exhorted the people of the
fledgling Philippian church to fill their minds
with whatever is pure and holy.18
You and I are also surrounded by a
pagan world which very vividly broadcasts
its way of life on TV and the social media.

The reason why I will seek a
godly thought life
Dear reader, who is the person who will
seek a God-honouring thought life? Is it
the person who strives in their own
strength to try and make themselves right
with God? No! Rather, it is the person
who, by the in-working of God’s Holy
Spirit, has been born again – yes, the
person whose heart has been moved by
the mind-bending way in which God did
not spare His very own Son, but gave Him
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over to pain and God-forsakenness for the
salvation of His loved ones!
Is that you? If so, then, by God’s grace,
you have received Jesus not only as your
Saviour, but you have made Him also your
Lord/Master – and even also of your thought
life! Yes, then your thought life will be in
sync with the thought life of Christ, or, as
the Apostle Paul says, “You will have the
mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16).Meaning that,
in your heart of hearts, you will also love
to do what 2 Cor. 10:5 says, “… take every
thought captive to make it obedient to
Christ.”24 And you will, as Rom. 12:2 says,
“… be transformed by the renewing of your
mind …!”
Perhaps you say, “But how will I succeed
in having a God-honouring thought life?
After all, evil – and the evil one – is all
around us in this world! It’s everywhere –
in our neighbourhoods, on TV in my
lounge, in the social media in my hand!
Indeed, sometimes, even without my
doing, temptation just comes my way!”
Well, I still love the old saying: “You
cannot prevent a bird from flying over your
head, but you can stop it from making its
nest in your hair!” Look, does not James
4:7 say a similar thing: “… Resist the devil
and he will flee from you”?
Perhaps you ask, “But, what can I use
to help me?”Well, that brings us to the last
point …
Practical help
There are two things that the person who
really loves the Lord can do to help him
keep his thought life healthy: 1) making
good things enter your mind, and 2) blocking bad things from entering your mind.
You see, if you only look after making
good things enter your mind, yet, at the
same time, you don’t prevent bad things
from slipping in, then you are like the
person who, half the time, puts unhealthy
food into his body, thinking that the few
good things that he plans on eating
tomorrow should fix the problem. The
same is true regarding our thought life
(mind)! Indeed, it is impossible for any
Christian who spends the bulk of his evenings,
month after month, week after week, day
in and day out watching the major TV
networks or contemporary videos, to have
a Christian mind.25
But, in contrast, God’s Word commands
(in Prov.4:23), “Above all else, guard (watch
over) your heart, for it is the wellspring of
life!”
So, here’s a question: What is the right
“pasture” for the Christian mind to “graze”
in?

Phil.4:8 explains: Anything which is a
matter of moral and spiritual excellence.
However, the source of moral and spiritual
excellence is God’s Word! Therefore,
Christians should read God’s Word daily.
As someone has said, “You cannot be
profoundly influenced by that which you
do not know.”26 Indeed, it is through Bible
reading that we gain memory verses that
speak to the problems we struggle with!
And unless we have God’s Word
well-established in our thought life, we
cannot use it in the hour of temptation.
Jesus is our example here where He, in
temptation’s hour, was able to quote Bible
verses,27 which He (according to His human
nature) had memorised since He was a
child!
Then, apart from regular Bible reading,
the Christian can also expose his mind to
the sermons of Godly men – yes, the
sermons and commentaries of John Calvin,
Jonathan Edwards, Charles Spurgeon,
Matthew Henry, J.C Ryle, Martyn Lloyd
Jones, R.C. Sproul and others! These
preachers walked with God. So, they can
feed your soul.
And if you don’t like reading (or don’t
have the time), you could listen to these
via the Internet – even on your cell phone
as you walk the dog, or walk in nature, or
do some house chores.
Lastly, you could also listen to
wholesome music – like the great psalms
and hymns of faith. In its index, our
psalter/hymnal gives several pages filled
with the names of people who have
composed psalms and hymns to teach
sound theology to many who were illiterate
or even literate. And, today, many of these
songs can be heard on YouTube.
To come back to that Broadway song:
Yes, it is indeed true that “You can’t go to
jail for what you’re thinking.” However,
you and I (and all people) will one day come
to stand before the Judge of heaven and
earth, who knows our every thought! So,
here’s the question: What will happen to
you on the Last Day? Yes, I do know that
the Christian has been saved by grace
through faith alone – not by his/her own
works! But do you want to come to stand
before your Lord dirty and unkempt? Do
you not rather want to stand before Him
as His beautiful and well-adorned bride
clothed with a healthy thought life – all in
great thankfulness and awe?
Mr Pieter van Huyssteen is a member
of the Wainuiomata Reformed Church
and an emeritus minister.

References
1 https://www.google.com/search?client=firefoxbd&q=standing+on+the+corner+watching+
all+the+girls+go+by+-+lyrics
2 Ps 139:1-4. Also, cf. Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God
will bring every deed into judgment, including
every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil
(NIV 1984; emphasis mine).Also, cf. Hebrews
4:12 For the word of God is living and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart (NIV 1984; emphasis
mine).
3 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update (Pr
23:7). (1995). The Lockman Foundation.
4 Cf. Phil 4:8b (emphasis mine).
5 The Greek word for “think about” (at the end of
verse 8) covers all six good things. It is the
Greek word, logidzomai (λογίζομαι)“to
think about something in a detailed and
logical manner – ‘to think about, to reason
about, to ponder, reasoning’” (Louw, J. P., &
Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of
the New Testament: based on semantic
domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition.,
Vol. 1, p. 350). New York: United Bible
Societies).
6 John 3:33. Also cf. John 8:26 and Romans 3:4
7 John 7:18. Also cf. John 5:31-32
8 Cf. John 8:44
9 Ephesians 6:14, Stand firm then, with the belt of
truth buckled around your waist …
10 The Greek word is, semna, which is the neuter
plural of semnos (σεμνός): “pertaining to
appropriate, befitting behavior and implying
dignity and respect – ‘honorable, worthy of
respect, of good character.’
διακόνουςὡσαύτωςσεμνούς‘helpers
should be of good character’ or ‘deacons …’
1 Tm 3:8” (Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996).
Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament:
based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of
the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 747). New York:
United Bible Societies).
11 Cf. 1 Tim 3:4 He must be one who manages
his own household well, keeping his children
under control with all dignity (NASB 1995;
emphasis mine)
12 Cf. 1 Tim 3:8 Deacons likewise must be men
of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to
much wine or fond of sordid gain (NASB
1995; emphasis mine).
13 Cf. 1 Tim 2:1-2 (especially v.2), First of all,
then, I urge that entreaties and prayers,
petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf
of all men, for kings and all who are in
authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and
quiet life in all godliness and dignity (NASB
1995; emphasis mine)
14 NASB 1995.
15 The Greek word, dikaios (δίκαιος) means all
these things (cf. e.g., Arndt, W., Danker, F.
W., Bauer, W., & Gingrich, F. W. (2000). A
Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament
and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p.
246). Chicago: University of Chicago Press).
16 Cf. Revelation 15:3 And they sang the song of
Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song
of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous are
Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty;
Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the
nations!”

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
27

For God’s righteousness, also cf. Romans
3:25-26, God presented him as a sacrifice of
atonement, through faith in his blood. He did
this to demonstrate his justice, because in his
forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished – 26 he did it to
demonstrate his justice (righteousness) at the
present time, so as to be just (righteous) and
the one who justifies those who have faith in
Jesus (NIV 1984).
Also cf. 1 John 2:29, If you know that He is
righteous, you know that everyone also who
practices righteousness is born of Him.
Cf. e.g., Phil. 3:18-19
Also cf. Eph. 5:7-8 Therefore do not be
partakers with them; for you were formerly
darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord;
walk as children of Light (NASB 1995)
Cf. 2 Cor. 11:2 “For I am jealous for you with a
godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one
husband, so that to Christ I might present you
as a pure virgin” (NASB 1995)
1 John 3:2-3, “Beloved, now we are children
of God, and it has not appeared as yet what
we will be. We know that when He appears,
we will be like Him, because we will see Him
just as He is. And everyone who has this hope
fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure” (NASB 1995; emphasis mine).
After all, the word prosphilēs (προσφιλής),
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Thinking Christianly
JOHN ROGERS

Thinking Christianly:
In the beginning God

God is the first and
ultimate fact, the fact
behind all other facts. If
we seek to understand
anything in any and
every sphere of life,
without seeing it as part
of God’s world, and
determined therefore by
who and what God is,
we are completely
wrong-headed and will
come to grief; at the
least come short.
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Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God.”
Therein lies the answer – to everything –
including and especially what and how we
think, whether we are Christians or
whether we are not. If we don’t bear that
fact in mind, if that is not a conscious and
unconscious and subconscious presupposition of all we think and do, we will
necessarily and inevitably go astray. We
will very easily go astray even if that is our
intended ‘default’ position, for we have an
old – only slightly younger than creation –
rebellious nature within us that wants to
keep God out of the picture. But as Christians we must resist that, as we must resist
any sin – and thinking un-Christianly is sin
– as much as we can; for to think Christianly is to “think God’s thoughts after him.”
Apparently the phrase came from the
great astronomer-mathematician (how
could you be the former without also
being the latter?!) Johannes Kepler. And
that we do by having our minds full of the
Word of God who was in the beginning;
that is pure logic, but the Psalmist also
expresses it plainly: “In thy light we see
light” (Ps.36:9). And he and his light must
still be in the beginning. God must be the
What of our thinking; he must be the How
of our thinking; and he must be the End
(aim) of our thinking. “For from him and
through him and to him are all things”
(Romans 11:33). Insofar as he is not that,
our thinking is sinful – not necessarily
deliberate, and hence it is forgiveable, for
“old Adam is too strong for young Melancthon” (Melancthon, alluding to his old
Adamic nature and his new redeemed
nature). If it is deliberate and habitual,
then we stand unredeemed and in need
of the first act of repentance.
One of the first books Professor Zorn
required us to read when we began our
studies at the RTC was Harry Blamires’ The
Christian Mind. In this book, Blamires states:

There is no longer a Christian
mind. There is still, of course, the
Christian ethic; a Christian
practice, and a Christian
spirituality …. But as a thinking
being the modern Christian has
succumbed to secularization. He
accepts religion – its morality, its
worship, its spiritual culture; but
he rejects the religious view of life,
the view which relates all earthly
issues within the context of the
eternal, the view which relates all
human problems – social,
political, cultural – to the doctrinal
foundations of the Christian Faith.
In an article on Blamires in the Banner
of Truth in February, 2018, Geoff Thomas
made the following comment:
One supposes Blamires is thinking
of the church attender, the
nominal believer, the person who
is not sitting under expository
consecutive biblical preaching.
One does not think that it is
possible to maintain Christian
morality, worship and spiritual
culture when this is absent year
after year – If the Christian mind is
gone then those other facets of
true religion are also absent. But in
gospel churches and the disciples’
hearts, the mind that was in Christ
Jesus is also active in them today.
They set their minds on things that
are above. Their minds are set in
Jesus Christ who is at the right
hand of God. Every regenerate
person must have a Christian mind
because each one is a new
creation; old ways of thinking are
passed away. All things, including
the mind, have become new.

Would that it were so. It ought to be
so. So far as it is so, it can only be very
imperfectly – witness Paul’s struggle in
Romans 7. But far too often it is not so and
so far as it is so, it could all still only amount
to “the Christian ethic, Christian practice,
and a Christian spirituality.” But I would
say that it would also fail of a Christian
spirituality. For to have a Christian mind is
to think more widely than about ethics,
about Christian practice and about Christian
spirituality (one’s morality, one’s church life
and one’s personal devotional and thought
life?).
The apostle Paul warns the Corinthians
against the philosophies of this world. Over
against the Jews who demand miraculous
signs and Gentiles who seek after
sophisticated wisdom, Paul preached the
gospel of a crucified and risen Saviour; a
stumbling block to the one and nonsense
to the other. But he did not do that by mere
dogmatic assertion that did not engage them
both. He performed signs enough for the
Jews if they would only open their eyes to
see; he quoted Greek poets as witness
against Gentile unbelief (Acts 17);
demonstrated the creation to be witness to

the attributes of God (Romans 1) and
providence to witness to the goodness of
God (Acts 14); and he took up his rights
and used the processes of Roman law in
his own defence. We find exactly the same
thing in the Old Testament. See how the
prophets excoriated (and mocked!) the
heathen for the futility of their gods: Psalm
115; right through the 40s Isaiah does the
same thing with particular emphasis on
God’s sovereign control of history manifested
in his prophets predicting the future (see
especially 41:21-24).
Therefore the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal but mighty
in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing
that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, bringing every
thought in captivity to the
obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians
10:4f.).
Paul is not speaking here just about
strictly religious arguments, strongholds of
strictly religious aberrant thought. There are
very many ways in which man can exalt his
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God’s purpose in the
world is “to gather
together in one all
things in Christ”
(Ephesians 1), in the
truth; which must
mean, at the least,
that everything can
only be truly known
and understood as it
is understood in
relation to Christ.
thought highly against the knowledge of
God – and perhaps by something not strictly
or overtly religious will have a greater effect,
albeit taking longer to turn hearts away from
God through a more subtle and not a direct
attack. Witness the use of evolutionary
‘science’ over the past 150 years to
undermine the faith; and psychology and
sociology to undermine Christian ethics and
practice, including within the church.
Hence, merely casting one’s eyes down
Blamires’ chapter headings in Part Two of
The Christian Mind would give us a pretty

good start on how to think Christianly about
all things and all of life. Not being a
systematiser and having no particular
‘inspiration’ at this point, as a brief starting
point: The Marks of the Christian Mind (and
here I give my own content, not having
read Blamires for very many years);

1
Its Supernatural Orientation. As van Til
would put it, God is the first and ultimate
fact, the fact behind all other facts. If we
seek to understand anything in any and
every sphere of life, without seeing it as
part of God’s world, and determined
therefore by who and what God is, we are
completely wrong-headed and will come
to grief; at the least come short. I can
remember years ago there being great
debates whether there can be any such
thing as Christian mathematics. Surely
1+1=2 to Christian and non-Christian
alike. Generally, it was an argument too
high for me. But rebellion has a way of
working itself out; give it time and it
becomes self-consistent and, in the end
ludicrous. So now it is seriously postulated
that 1+1=2 is a racist concept. “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”
When we do not fear the Lord, when we
forget that the world is God’s, eventually
we end up in laughable silliness – although
it will have seriously sad effects.

2.
Its Awareness of Evil. “The heart of man is
desperately wicked; who can know it?”
Not our professional politicians, which the
conservative English RC historian Paul
Johnson called the curse of the twentieth

century; and which curses continues to
cast its long arm well into the twenty-first
century. What an unbelievable faith they
all seem to have in human nature, especially their own righteousness and intelligence. The result has been that the twentieth century was history’s bloodiest, with
100m deaths being attributable to that
great world improvement project, communism, alone. It appears we now have to
endure another, that of the World Economic Forum, and which also looks like a
serious depopulation project – to save the
planet! How right Chesterton was: “When
man ceases to believe in God, he does not
believe in nothing; he believes in anything” – particularly himself, even with
however many thousand years of history
providing very good evidence that such
faith is a lousy bet.

3
Its Conception of Truth. Ah, but is there
such a thing as truth? Or is it also, like
beauty, only in the eye of the beholder?
But if there possibly is, can it be known?
Our doubts about that can, in a way, be
understandable, for we ought to be
humble especially when proclaiming
what we believe to be truth that others
ought to believe. Nevertheless, Jesus did
say that he, himself, was “the truth” and
that his Father’s “Word is truth” (John
14; John 17) and he and his disciples,
not to mention the rest of Scripture,
called upon us to believe it/him. Furthermore, God’s purpose in the world is “to
gather together in one all things in
Christ” (Ephesians 1), in the truth; which
must mean, at the least, that everything

“A special faith in our Lord Jesus Christ’s person, work and office is the life, heart and
mainspring of the Christian soldier’s character. He sees by faith an unseen Saviour, who loved
him, gave Himself for him, paid his debts for him, bore his sins, carried his transgressions, rose
again for him, and appears in heaven for him as his Advocate at the right hand of God.
He sees Jesus and clings to Him. Seeing this Saviour and trusting in Him, he feels peace and
hope and willingly does battle against the foes of his soul. He sees his own many sins, his weak
heart, a tempting world, a busy devil; and if he looked only at them, he might well despair.
But he sees also a mighty Saviour, an interceding Saviour, a sympathizing Saviour — His
blood, His righteousness, His everlasting priesthood — and he believes that all this is his own. He
sees Jesus and casts his whole weight on Him. Seeing Him, he cheerfully fights on, with a full
confidence that he will prove more than conqueror through Him that loved him (Rom. 8:37).”
Holiness, J.C. Ryle
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can only be truly known and understood
as it is understood in relation to Christ.
Therefore, the church, especially, may
only lay on people what it can quite
clearly preface with, “Thus says the
Lord.”

4
Its Acceptance of Authority. Which is to
say, some things are not discovered by our
own investigation; they are revealed and
taught on authority of someone taught
before us, or ultimately, on the authority
of God, which authority is ‘in’ himself.
“Verily, verily, I say unto you.” In a way,
this is the converse of the last comment
above. We may only be compelled to
accept and believe that which is clearly
revealed; God being ultimate authority,
we must believe what is clearly revealed.
Another aspect of this point is that we live
under authority and are answerable to a
higher authority, namely, ultimately God;
but also his stand-ins – parents, civil and
religious authorities. Life in God’s world is
to be ordered.

5
Its Concern for the Person. We are not
either productive units or mere consumers
– ‘useless eaters’ (our fellow planet-occupant, Hilary Clinton?). Every human
being, whatever the circumstance of his
conception and entry into this world, is a
divine image-bearer. Therefore, it is our
duty to do all we can to enhance the life
of our neighbour. This also includes fostering and preserving the individuality of our
neighbour. The Bible is both anti-rampant
individualism and anti-totalitarianism and
it is the doctrines of the Trinity and the
covenant that keeps individuality and the
requirements of living in society in balance.

6
Its Sacramental Cast. The water of baptism
and the bread and wine of the Lord’s
Supper point, each in their way, to the
saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ. But
everything in this life points to the life to
come, as, for example, Jesus giving water
to the woman at the well pointed to her
need of him as the living water; Jesus feeding the 5,000 pointed to him as the true
bread of life; giving sight to the blind as the
light of the world. And all things point to
the supernatural, at least, in their temporality and their inadequacy to truly satisfy
any need we might feel; even though we
seek the fulfilment of that need in its

divinely given provision. So, for example
(because it is one we all understand well
enough because the Lord has worked it
into the very structure of our beings), the
need fulfilled in marital/sexual love can be
very fulfilling indeed; but it is and can
never be complete, for, great gift that it is,
it was only ever to be a deposit on/a
pointer to the ultimate union of the
human person with God in Christ.
Everything in time is only “beautiful in its
time” (Ecclesiastes 3). The ultimate – anything – only comes in eternity. As
Augustine said, “Our hearts are restless
until they find their rest in thee” – and that
is how God intends our hearts to be until
he takes them to himself. As George Herbert put it so well, albeit slightly differently, in his poem,

The Pulley
When God at first made man,
Having a glass of blessings standing by,
“Let us,” said he, “pour on him all we can.
Let the world’s riches, which dispersèd lie,
Contract into a span.”
So strength first made a way;
Then beauty flowed, then wisdom, honour, pleasure.
When almost all was out, God made a stay,
Perceiving that, alone of all his treasure,
Rest in the bottom lay.
“For if I should,” said he,
“Bestow this jewel also on my creature,
He would adore my gifts instead of me,
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature;
So both should losers be.
“Yet let him keep the rest,
But keep them with repining restlessness;
Let him be rich and weary, that at least,
If goodness lead him not, yet weariness
May toss him to my breast.”

And thus, if we think tolerably Christianly, we will think; In the
beginning God; and …
in the end we will find God.
Mr John Rogers is a member of the Palmerston North Reformed
Church and an emeritus minister.
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Letters from New Zealand
D. G. VANDERPYL

July 1992
Recently I came across a picture in a
Dutch magazine of a group photo of a
Young Men’s Association (Jongelings
vereniging), taken in 1925. Solemn looking faces stared at the photographer and
in the centre sat their pastor and teacher,
a stern face with his arms folded. In the
inscription below the photo, mention was
made of a statement of belief by their
pastor. “Young Men’s Associations,” he
had said repeatedly, “are breeding places
for future office bearers.” I too remember
the days when we came together every
Sunday afternoon for two solid hours of
study. In the first half a Biblical study outline was presented for discussion, and
after a brief interval another topic was
introduced on a particular aspect of
church history or an ethical topic to help
us discipline our thought patterns in the
right direction. Last year when I was in
Holland, my younger brother remarked
that he was thankful for those years in the
youth movement where he learned the
basics of outlining and presenting a study.
It had stood him in good stead over the
years in his work. I couldn’t agree more. It
is a real pity that today’s clubs are more
for fun and games instead of working
through a well-planned study programme
for the training of future office bearers. I
am afraid that our churches are becoming
the poorer for it in their leadership.
At the same time, I must also be positive
and report that a fine Easter Camp for the
young people was held, which was well
attended, so I was told. Rev. Murray
Capill, the minister at Bucklands Beach,
led them through What it Means to be
Committed to Christ. The young people I
spoke to afterwards were happy to have
been there. As one said, “It was worth the
sixty bucks it cost me.”
In connection with the Easter Long Weekend, I came across a paragraph in the
Hastings bulletin, worth while copying in
this Letter from New Zealand. This coming
weekend we remember our Lord’s death
and resurrection, Good Friday and Easter.
For many this will be a time for a last holiday before winter sets in. Fair enough – but
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let us also pause for a moment and reflect
on the reason why this “long weekend”
was originally designated a public holiday
by our civil authorities. One prime reason
was certainly to enable Christian people to
take time from work and duly remember
and thank God for His saving mercy in
Jesus Christ. In other words, apart from
what Jesus has done for us there would be
no “long weekend.” Bearing this in mind, it
might be well if we asked ourselves what
then is our priority for the coming holiday?
To be sure, no one can bind our consciences, but doesn’t it seem reasonable
for those truly grateful to plan their upcoming time off around the public assembly of
the Lord’s people on Friday and celebrate
our Great Redeemer’s praise. Hope to see
you and your-family.
I read in one of the Silverstream bulletins
(Jan. 26) about some concerns for the
immediate and long-term future of the
local Christian school. For one thing, their
session plans to bring before the congregation the need to extend the Associate
membership with the aim of broadening
the financial support from the community.
It also plans to bring before the congregation the need for their young people to
urgently consider the vocation of Christian
school teacher. Session is also considering
“espousing” (adopt, support) an overture
by the Board of the Christian School in Silverstream to seek denominational support
for a Teacher Training Unit. Their deacons
were asked to budget for the needs of
those families who may be suffering hardship in the present difficult economic climate to fund their children’s Christian
education.
The Dunedin session has come up with a
novel idea (I suspect it comes from Zimbabwe!) to introduce a worksheet for the
children. This worksheet, which will be
handed out after the morning worship service, will try to cover as many aspects of
the liturgy as possible. I read in their bulletin that the importance of the worksheet
is twofold:
• It will give parents the opportunity to
discuss the service with their children,
and
• It will give children a clearer understand-

ing of the service and the
sermon.
I think this is an excellent idea and its
importance is also twofold: For one thing,
it will make the parents listen more
attentively to the sermon to make sure they
can discuss the liturgy and sermon more
intelligently with their off-spring, and
secondly, it will also (hopefully) make the
children more observant of what is
happening in church and why.
It has been an exciting year for the Dutch
in New Zealand, thanks to Abel Tasman’s
brief visit the shores of our islands. We
commemorated it with the publication of
a Hong Kong printed book Tasman’s
Legacy – The New Zealand-Dutch Connection. I even got my picture in it as a
“jong broekkie.” It took three centuries for
Abel Tasman’s offspring to finally take possession of the land. Queen Beatrix came
over to help us celebrate the event and
many of us were thrilled to shake hands
with her. I nearly lost my life attempting to
land in Wellington to attend the launching
of the book in the Beehive by our Prime
Minister. Atrocious weather and a wind
force of 150 miles an hour forced our little
plane to overshoot the tarmac twice
before it dared to put its wheels safely on
the ground. But I came through the brief
ordeal as we landed on a “wing and a
prayer.”

The Avondale church in Auckland
changed the interior of their building and
replaced the wooden seats with more
comfortable, padded seating. Apparently
it was an exercise they would not want
to repeat in a hurry. The carpet had to be
removed and it was discovered that it
had been glued to the floor. It took a car
and a towrope to shift it. Let me quote
from their bulletin. “Sixteen or so workers who showed up on Monday night
faced a very sticky floor. They attacked
the glue with a variety of liquids, instruments and a few well-chosen words. All
this achieved very little, apart from some
sticky knees and hands. It gave a new
meaning to the phrase ‘sticking together
like glue.’ Talking about sticky patches,
you should have seen the chewing gum
underneath the outgoing pews. They
would have been refused entry into
Singapore.” Some weeks ago I worshipped with them and also enjoyed the
comfort of their seats. The only complaint I overheard was that they are too
cosy; the seats are a bit on the narrow
side. Well, that makes Avondale the
church where you sure get a warm and
cosy welcome.
Abridged

The work of redemption is carried on in all
ages of the world ... the work of God in
converting souls, opening blind eyes,
unstopping deaf ears, raising dead souls to
life, and rescuing the miserable captives out
of the hands of Satan, .... has been carried
on in the world, ever since to this day, and
will be to the end of the world. God has
always, ever since the first erecting of the
church of the redeemed after the fall, had
such a church in the world...
And as God carries on the work of
converting the souls of fallen men through
all these ages, so He goes on to justify them,
to blot out their sins, and to accept them as
righteous in His sight, through the
righteousness of Christ, and adopt and
receive them from being the children of
Satan, to be His own children; so he goes on
to sanctify them, or to carry on the work of
His grace, which He has begun in them, and
to comfort them with the consulations of
His Spirit, and to glorify them, to bestow on
them … that eternal glory which is the fruit
of the purchase of Christ.
Jonathan Edwards. A History of the work
of Redemption.
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The Population Problem
It’s not what you may think
RON GLEASON

Birth rates are dropping in many countries around the world. The current U.S.
and Canadian birth rates have been in
decline for some time. What’s going on?
One reason is that this trend is
encouraged by “anti-natalists.” Once a
fringe group, they now appear on TV or
on radio, and are in positions of power
and authority in both government and
universities.
In the 1980s, Dr. Paul Ehrlich and then
President Jimmy Carter, predicted that the
world was going to run out of food by
1980 due to overpopulation. Ehrlich was
an entomologist at Stanford and he and
his wife did their bit for humanity by limiting their family size to one child. He wrote
three books on overpopulation. In 1968,
he published The Population Bomb; in
1990, the bomb apparently exploded and
he penned The Population Explosion; and
then, for good measure, in 1994 he wrote
Optimum Human Population Size.
It was during this period when Ehrlich
and Carter colluded on their
overpopulation theory that statistics were
pointing to the reality that the population
sizes across the world, and certainly in
America, were shrinking to below
sustainability levels. For example, from
1975 to 1991, the birth rate in the U.S.
was under two children per family unit.
From 1992-1997 the number rose to just
over two children, but then they receded
to under two again from 2010 to 2020.
That trend continues. In 2020, there was
a 4% decline in American births. Currently,
the birth rate is at 56 per 1,000 women.
Universal healthcare
Countries with universal healthcare are
often also in favour of a form of depopulation. In the Netherlands, a euthanasia
law passed in 2001 (“Termination of Life
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on Request and Assisted Suicide”). It was
for the patient and his or her physician to
decide. But laws change, frequently
without much of the population even
being aware of the changes. Today
the current age for “consent” to
physician-assisted suicide is 13
years of age. That is because in
universal healthcare systems
services are “rationed.” The
older a person becomes, the
less likely they will receive
certain expensive lifesaving
procedures. The elderly are
usually the first to be sacrificed.
The CDC refers to abortion
as “reproductive health” since
the human in the womb is not
considered. The CDC estimates
that there are almost 620,000
reported abortions in the US
annually, comparable to the
number of Americans who died
during the Civil War. In 2018, 57.7%
of those abortions were on women in
their 20s with the highest percentage
among black women.
While universal healthcare offers “free”
abortions, nothing is free. So for those
opposed to abortions their tax dollars help
pay the bill.
The cost of kids
There is a cadre of elitist progressives
who attend rallies and are activists for
“the cause” of population decline, who
practice what they preach. Some time
ago, for a time, a group known as
D.I.N.K.s (Double Income No Kids)
decided to abstain from procreating voluntarily. Meanwhile, the Chinese Communist government mandated a one
child per household policy for their cit-

izen comrades.
Around the same
time, many women in Europe and
North America chose to wait to start a
family. In Europe currently, the average
age of women starting a family is around
30 even though the peak fertility time for
females is 22.
During pre-marital counselling many
young people who having finished college
have told me they are eager to begin their
“career,” thus preparing to trade home

and homemaking
for work outside the
home. It’s often said that the wife
and mom who chooses not to work outside
the home does not contribute either to
the family or to the country. Both
responses are incorrect. An argument can
be made that if she does not take her
calling seriously as a wife and mom she is
not contributing to either family or country.
Thomas Manton was a delegate to the
Westminster Assembly in 1647, an assembly

that gave the Church the Westminster
Standards. In his Introduction to those
documents, Manton wrote that the home
is the seminary of both Church and
state. He declared that if matters
“miscarried” (his term) in the home,
they would necessarily miscarry in
both Church and state. Almost
every year, Hollywood churns
out two predictable movies. The
one deals with Thanksgiving
around the traditional family
turkey meal with family
conflict highlighted. A similar
movie comes out around
Christmas. Getting together
with the family is a bore and
a drag. The family scenario is
predictabl e. One famil y
member is in therapy; there’s
the conservative that everyone
hates; there are a passle of bratty,
spoiled children; at least one of the
family members is homosexual; and
now there will most likely be a
transgender in the mix. That’s the
message Hollywood wants to present for
“normal” family life today.
But just as those movies are predictable,
so are the articles in newspapers yearly
about the high cost of having and raising
children. The message is clear: you can’t
afford it. They will drain you financially
and cramp your lifestyle. Sadly, many
potential parents comply.
Attacks against the family are not new.
From Plato to Jean-Jacques Rousseau to
the French Revolution to John Dewey, to
Nazi Germany, socialists, collectivists,
progressives, elitists, and communists.
Rousseau longed for a system of public
indoctrination by the state. He wrote
about this in his book Émile. In it he states,
“A father owes men to humanity, citizens

to the state.” He takes his message a step
further and declares that Plato’s Republic
was “the finest book ever written on education.” In my evaluation, it isn’t.
My grandmother was raised in a family
of 12. She was born in 1900 and grew up
on a farm. Her family was materially poor,
but that was the case for many Americans
at the time. Today, North Americans are
materially rich, but most won’t consider
more than one or two kids.
Some Christians are following the trend.
The problem that we face is one of
priorities. The choice is between children
or money. The fact is, children may be
expensive, but they are worth it. Yet North
Americans seem only too willing to spend
a lot of money on their pets, on their cell
phones, on computers, on televisions, on
movies, on lavish vacations, on sporting
events, etc. Neal Postman was right. We
are on the verge of entertaining ourselves
to death.
So what are our priorities as a Christian
community? What entices us the most and
why? What captures our attention? What
values and virtues are husbands and wives
teaching each other and why? What
values and virtues are parents passing along
to their children? It’s definitely something
to consider seriously in our calling to be
a salt and light to a culture in need of good
examples and an anchor.
Mr Ron Gleason is an OPC pastor in
Bluffton, SC.
First appeared in the February 2022
issue of Christian Renewal.
Used with permission
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Is Pornography use/addiction
grounds for divorce?
MOANA LEENDERS

“Secret betrayal
is the ultimate
relational
injustice.”
Dr Jake Porter1

18

Faith in Focus

There is an interpretation of Scripture
that suggests that using pornography is
not grounds for separation or divorce.
Christian women betrayed by their
husbands in this manner may be told it
is unbiblical to leave or divorce. It is
important for us to examine what
Scripture says about divorce so that we
can give wise counsel. In this article I
will show how Jesus allows for divorce
because of sexual immorality and share
some Scriptures that reveal God’s grief
over unfaithfulness.
A wife or husband who has been
harmed by their spouse’s serious sins
carries the burden of identifying how to

move forward. Remaining married to
someone who is more committed to their
sin than their marriage is painful and
costly, but divorce brings its own suffering.
To help wounded wives or husbands who
seek our advice we need to have a good
understanding of some key Bible passages.
Viewing pornography – consuming
sexually explicit material for selfgratification – may be as soul destroying,
if not more so for the marriage partner,
as an extra-marital affair. A husband
viewing pornography is neglecting his wife
and violating her trust. In addition to the
trauma of betrayal is the pain of the lies,
manipulation, and deceit. The flow-on

effect impacts every area of their
relationship. Furthermore, pornography
users are engaging in an industry that
abuses its content makers and its users. It
is an industry making money from sexual
exploitation that dehumanizes people,
objectifying them for selfish passion.
Jesus and divorce
Matthew 5:27-28, 31-32, “You
have heard that it was said, You
shall not commit adultery. But I
say to you that everyone who
looks at a woman with lustful
intent has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. It
was also said, Whoever divorces
his wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce. But I say to
you that everyone who divorces
his wife, except on the ground of
sexual immorality, makes her
commit adultery, and whoever
marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.”
Matthew 19: 3, 7-9, “Pharisees
came up to him [Jesus] and tested
him by asking, “Is it lawful to
divorce one’s wife for any cause?
They said to him, Why then did
Moses command one to give a
certificate of divorce and to send
her away? He said to them,
Because of your hardness of heart
Moses allowed you to divorce
your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. And I say
to you; whoever divorces his wife,
except for sexual immorality, and
marries another, commits
adultery.”
Jesus speaks on divorce on two
occasions. When we examine the context,
we see Jesus’ care and protection of
women, in contrast to the religious and
civic leaders of the time.
In Matthew 5 Jesus teaches on
exemplary living and true righteousness
of the heart. He tells his audience that he
is fulfilling the law and warns against
relaxing any of the commandments (v 1720). Jesus expands the eighth
commandment in two ways. Firstly, as sin
is birthed in the heart, lust is as much a
sin as physical adultery. Jesus calls his
hearers to take seriously the temptation
to harbour lustful desires. Secondly,
divorce when there has been no sexual
immorality causes the innocent party to
commit adultery if they remarry (v 27-31).
In Matthew 19 Jesus answers questions
on divorce by reiterating the intention of
marriage. The Pharisees test Jesus by

asking; “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife for any cause?” The background
to their question helps us understand and
interpret Jesus’ answer. 2 Within the
Pharisees there were two schools of
thought. The school of Hillel interpreted
Deuteronomy 24, “because he finds
something objectionable about her,” to
mean a husband could divorce his wife
for “any cause” putting emphasis on
‘something’. The school of Shammai, put
the emphasis on the word “objectionable”
and only allowed divorce when there had
been sexual immorality and unfaithfulness.3
Jesus took his hearers back to Genesis
and the first marriage to underscore the
importance of fidelity in marriage. “Two
shall become one flesh,” – two formerly
unrelated individuals shall become kindred,
blood relations. 4 Man, (including the
marriage partners), may not separate what
God has joined together. Jesus does not
endorse “any cause divorce” but he does
uphold the law’s provision for divorce
when there is sexual immorality. “Because
you are so hard-hearted” (v8), in the case
of hard-hearted disobedience, separation
or divorce becomes inevitable.5 “Chronic
hardness of heart” is grounds for divorce
when there is “a serious sin issue, a serious
breach of the marital bond, a serious trust
breakdown.”6 “Jesus’ permission does not
constitute an excuse to escape a difficult
marriage, but it does exonerate those who
genuinely wished to save their marriage
but were unable to do so because their
spouse’s unrepentant adultery,
abandonment or abuse de facto destroyed
the marriage.”7
In Matthew 5 and 19, Jesus affirms the
dignity of women. Objectifying women
for your own gratification is not living a
righteous life and must be dealt with (Matt
5: 29-30).8 No-cause divorce was unjust
and left a woman vulnerable. In contrast
to the Pharisees and Palestinian 1st
century values, Jesus seeks the wellbeing
of women and wives.

God grieves over marital
unfaithfulness. When a
husband is addicted to
pornography both the
marriage covenant and
his wife are being
violated and
dishonoured by his sin.
God is witness to
unfaithfulness and
disregards the worship
of an unfaithful husband
(Mal 2:13, 16).

Porneia
In Matthew 5:32, and 19:9, “I say to
you, whoever divorces his wife, except
on the ground of sexual immorality
[porneia], makes her commit adultery
[moicheia].” Matthew, recording Jesus’
teaching uses the Greek word porneia, a
broad term for sexual sin, then the more
specific moicheia, showing distinction
between the two.9 In the earlier verses
Jesus includes the sin of lust [epithumeō]
as breaking the seventh commandment.
Persistent pornography use is an indul-
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gence in lust. Porneia is any violation of
God’s intentions for lasting, faithful ‘one
flesh’ union. “When a spouse breaks the
marriage covenant through sexual sin –
porneia – there are biblical grounds for
divorce. Divorce is not, of course,
required in such cases, but it is permissible.”10
Is marriage an unbreakable
covenant?
Covenants can be broken. We don’t protect marriage by avoiding divorce at all
costs. Esteeming marriage highly means
we will act when one spouse has broken
the marriage vows. Constantly viewing
pornography shatters the sacred union of
the marriage covenant.
Throughout the Old Testament God
describes his relationship with his people
in terms of a marriage, especially its
dissolution when Israel rejected him and
turned to other gods. God freely gives his
love, but he wants us to return his love;
God promises his unfailing faithfulness,
but he seeks faithfulness in return (Deut
6:5). “Because of your transgressions you
were put away” (Isaiah 50:1). God broke
the relationship as a consequence of
Israel’s sin; “I abandoned you, I hid my
face from you” (Isaiah 54:7-8). God is
faithful and maintains covenant with those
who love him but punishes those who
reject him (Deut 7:9-11, 19).
God does not ignore unfaithfulness,
neglect, and rebellion. God divorced Israel
when the nation audaciously violated the
loyalty and trust given by God, “For all
the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel,
I had sent her away with a decree of
divorce” (Jer 3:8). In Jeremiah 3:13 God
describes Israel’s rebellion as a “scattering
of your favours among strangers under
every green tree,” eerily describing the
pornography user lusting whenever, after
whoever and wherever.
God grieves over marital unfaithfulness.
When a husband is addicted to pornography
both the marriage covenant and his wife
are being violated and dishonoured by
his sin. God is witness to unfaithfulness
and disregards the worship of an unfaithful
husband (Mal 2:13, 16). God hates
unfaithfulness, and divorce or separation
is the consequence of that sin, (Ps 78).
Unfaithfulness through repeated,
constant pornography use demands
consequences.
The husband has ‘divorced’ his wife
in his unfaithfulness, God sees this
injustice and violence against one of his
beloved daughters (Mal 2:16). God sees
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through ‘lip service’ and looks at the heart;
God acts on behalf of the needy and cuts
off those ‘alert to do evil’ (Isaiah 29:13-21).
God does not value the external appearance
of marriage above purity and truth.
If a wife needs to leave her husband
as a consequence for his unfaithfulness,
she is not breaking the covenant. The
marriage covenant has already been broken
through his actions. Ignoring or minimising
sin, giving hasty forgiveness, will not
restore a marriage. God demands
faithfulness, and wives can do the same.
God wants purity of the heart not the
appearance of purity. Keeping up
appearances, or ignoring the effects,
cannot bring repentance or restitution.
God divorces unfaithful Israel
God divorced unfaithful Israel for the
sake of his name, for the honour of his
covenant (Jer 3:8). God could not ignore
their sin; his character demands that he
maintains truth, justice, and righteousness. God rejected Israel for the sake of
his holiness. Divorce to end a marriage,
likewise, is an aggressive action to maintain the honour of the marriage covenant
when it has been abused. Heed the
words of Jeremiah 7:4, “Do not trust in
these deceptive words, This is the temple
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord.” Unfaithful spouse –
do not come home and say, “You are my
wife. You are my wife. You are my wife”
(Jer 7:4). Do not deceive yourself, your
unfaithfulness has made a lie of your
marriage. Your sin has forfeited you the
right to call her your wife. “What right
has my beloved in my house when he
has done vile deeds?” (Jer 11:15). There
are serious, life-changing consequences
for unfaithfulness (Jer 11: 11,14).
Accepting separation and/or divorce
recognizes that the marriage is not as
God intended.
Let us strive to be a Christian
community that treats marriage with
respect and honours it as a lifelong
commitment, but may we also reach out
to protect the vulnerable and mistreated.
The existence of a spouse’s secret life,
one they go to great lengths to hide, and
even include their wife in the need for
secrecy – is an indicator that their marriage
is not a reflection of Christ’s relationship
with his bride, the church (Eph 5:25).
When a husband is a persistent, long-term
user, or addicted to pornography, their
attitude to their spouse is more likely
typified by degradation, arrogance, and
insistence of selfish demands, rather than

kindness, humility, compassion, and
sacrificial love (1 Cor 13).
Churches need to be able to have
theologically robust conversations about
sexual immorality. Pornography users
cannot abuse marriage, or their wife, with
impunity. Unrepentant, persistent
pornography use breaks the seventh
commandment, as it is sexual
unfaithfulness to the marriage. When a
husband is going elsewhere to satisfy his
desire and feed his lust, he has effectively
abandoned the marriage. Supporting
separation and divorce when the marriage
has been broken from pornography use,
protects the institution of marriage by
allowing the innocent party to leave.
Separation and divorce are a justified
response and consequence to pornography addiction. It is protecting the
vulnerable and wounded, and formally
acknowledging the sin that ended that
marriage.
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Dear Sister,
Perhaps you have recently discovered an awful secret, or
maybe you have been hiding your husband’s sin for years.
Your husband is using pornography. How do you discern
God’s will? What should you do next?
Dear wife, you are an innocent victim. Your husband
doesn’t use pornography because you aren’t pretty
enough, keen enough, or lacking in any way. Your husband is using pornography because he is enslaved to his
own lusts (2 Pet 2:19). You are not a co-addict or an enabler. His infidelity is not because you were insufficient.
Chances are your husband was using pornography before
you even met him.1
Upon discovering that your husband is repeatedly and
persistently engaging with pornography you are faced with
a choice – will you minimize the effects and keep his
secret, or will you speak up and seek help for you both?
Pretending it doesn’t matter may seem the easier choice,
but you will both pay a high cost for letting gross sin continue and escalate (Prov 28:13). Dear Sister, you cannot
protect the covenant of marriage by hiding the sin of your
husband.
We have a responsibility to bless our spouse with light
and truth. Jesus is the Light, and his light brings us out of
darkness (John 8:12). Yes, love covers a multitude of sins,
but slavery to sin needs powerful beams of light and truth
to bring release and freedom (John 8:34, 1 John 1).2 It is

important to see our marriage as it actually is, not how we
hope it might be. We can rescue our spouse from self-deceit (Eph 5:11). As hard and painful as it is, to expose sin is
an opportunity to invite the Spirit to transform a sinful
heart. Facing the truth can bring freedom and healing for
both in the marriage (John 8:32). Denying the truth will be
costly.3
Get support for yourself
You need a trustworthy friend and advocate, and professional help.
You need a trusted friend who will provide a safe relational space. You need a relationship that validates your
trauma and pain.4 Someone who can empathise with your
feelings of sorrow, anger and hurt. You have lost your sense
of safety, and all areas of your life have been affected.
Dear wife, you need an informed counsellor/therapist
who has experience in this area and can help you heal and
recover well. Your closest friend – your husband – has
robbed you of safety and security. This is traumatic and our
survival instincts take over from our rational brain. When
the safety of our primary relationship is lost through
betrayal, our system moves to the fight or flight response.
The threat response system activates hormones like cortisol
and norepinephrine, increasing our heart rate, sweating,
and breathing. The reasoning capabilities of our brain also
go offline.5 If you become angry, aggressive or violent you
are not going crazy – this is a normal response to trauma,
to a significant threat to our safety. Other responses may
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include avoidance, denial, minimising, hypervigilance, and
complete shutdown/collapse.6 These are responses to
trauma, not poor relational choices that have contributed
to your husband’s pornography use.
Speak to your husband’s spiritual leaders
Your husband needs to be accountable to other men. He
needs professional help from a counsellor trained in sex
addiction. Getting good professional help for both of you
will be of great benefit to your individual and relational healing. Your church leaders need to believe you! They need to
validate your pain and acknowledge that your husband’s
pornography use is not your fault.
Safety
We need to protect our vulnerability. Jesus took action
when his life was threatened, Luke 4:30, John 8:59, 10:39.
God’s covenant included protection for the vulnerable. He
was angry when the Israelites were no longer loyal to close
family members (Mic 7:5,6). We mustn’t confuse offering
forgiveness with compromising a victim’s emotional, spiritual, and physical safety. “Loving a person unconditionally
may indeed require sacrifice and suffering but we suffer and
sacrifice for another person’s good, not to allow them to
continue to sin against us.”7 Supporting a wife who has separated from her porn-addicted husband protects her from
further harm.
Hope
There is hope. Jesus intervenes for the oppressed, abused,
and traumatised; he will do the same for you (Luke 4:18).
God is a pursuing God; he comes to his hurting people (Jer
31:3).8 In the terror and uncertainty of a failing marriage
God will come to you (Ps 34:17-22). God understands the
pain of betrayal and the sorrow of rejection. Jesus too was
an innocent victim betrayed by a close friend. God knows
the distress of losing faith and intimacy with his beloved
people because they did not value their relationship with
him.
Allow yourself to begin your own recovery. As a victim
of another’s sin we can and must seek help for ourselves. It
is not selfish to pursue your own healing. In the midst of
our suffering God is right beside us. Jesus acts to give restoration in this life (Luke 4:18). Flee from lies and seek out
those who speak God’s truth.
And maybe you need to separate from your husband
for a time, or permanently. Remember, boundaries are
about protection, not punishment. You need to protect
your heart, not make him suffer. God can heal you and
your husband, and he may restore your marriage, but
remember, Jesus promises his unfailing presence, not marriage. Forgiveness will come, but first you need to realise
and acknowledge the depth of your loss, pain, and the
extent of the consequences of your husband’s sin. As you
work through these things you can’t know how it will end.
It is important to grieve, and to be sure you know all you
need to know.
Repentance, Forgiveness and Restoration
If there is repentance and forgiveness, that is great – but it
doesn’t necessarily follow that there will be restoration of
the marriage. Repentance and forgiveness are necessary,
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but reconciliation may not be possible or wise. Even if your
husband has made great progress in his recovery, you may
wait to see what long-term, sustained change results (Matt
7:20). Consider the example of Joseph; he tested his brothers’ integrity to ascertain the safety of his brother Benjamin.
Joseph needed to discern a change in heart and behaviour.
There was a power differential in your marriage whilst
your husband was using porn. He was putting his desires
above your needs over and over again. Can he allow your
wants and needs to come first? Is he making decisions that
prioritise your safety and your healing? Has he completely
taken responsibility for the failure of the marriage? Or does
he allow others to vilify you for your response? Do you
both have healthy boundaries in place? Do you know what
it will take for you to feel safe in this marriage?
I conclude with a caution. Only you, the betrayed wife,
can answer the question” Should I stay or should I go?”
You are going to live with the lifelong consequences of this
hard decision. The impact will be on your life (and your
children). You must seek God’s wisdom for your unique
situation. You need to know before God, why you have
chosen a particular course of action.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest,” says Jesus,
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls.”
This is my prayer for you, dear sister. With love,

Moana Leenders
Where to get help:
These websites offer resources, podcasts, webinars, group
support and individual counselling for women experiencing
sexual betrayal.
https://thenakedtruthproject.com/
https://beyondbetrayal.community/
https://drsherikeffer.com/
https://www.christinabell.net/
https://living-truth.org/
https://www.rlforwomen.com/
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People who long
to be rich
An inordinate desire and attachment to
the things of this present world, is a prevailing cause of a spiritual declension.
Unless this evil principle is mortified in its
root, by the doctrine of the cross – it will in
time prevail over the most splendid profession. That love of the world, which is
inconsistent with the true love of God –
manifests itself in two different ways, as
men by temper and habit are differently
inclined:
The first is covetousness or greediness for
gain. This was the ruin of Judas, and probably the cause of the defection of Demas.
By the honourable mention made of him
in some of Paul’s epistles, Demas seems to
have had much of Paul’s confidence and
esteem for a season. Yet at length his covetous passion prevailed, and the last
account we have of him from the apostle
is, “Demas has deserted me – because he
loved this present world.” 2 Timothy 4:10

Again, there are people not chargeable
with the love of money for its own sake –
for they rather squander it, than hoard it.
Yet they are equally under the influence of
a worldly spirit! They manifest their worldly
hearts, by an expensive taste in the articles
of dress, furniture and feasting – which are
always unsuitable to a Christian profession.
It is not easy to exactly mark out the
precise line of Christian conduct in these
respects, which befits the different situations
in which the providence of God has placed
us. Nor is it necessary to those who are poor
in spirit – and upright in heart. A simple
desire of pleasing God and adorning the
gospel, will solve most cases of how a
believer should spend his money – which
occupy little and trifling minds. The
inclination of our heart – will always direct
and regulate our voluntary expenses. Those
who love the Lord and whose spirits are
lively in His service, will avoid both
stinginess and selfish extravagance. They
will rather lean to the frugal side in how
they spend their money on themselves –
that they may be better able to promote
God’s cause, and to relieve the necessities
of His people.

Misers, who can be content with the
mere form of religion, will hoard all they
can save – in order to gratify their avarice!
Others will spend all they can spare – to
gratify their vanity, or their worldly appetites!
It is not easy to determine which of
these evils is the greatest. Perhaps of the
two, the miser is least accessible to
conviction, and consequently the most
difficult to be reclaimed. But a desire for
extravagance and indulgence, if persisted
in – will gradually lead to such compliances
with the spirit and maxims of the world, as
will certainly weaken, if not wholly suppress
– the exercise of vital godliness. In whatever
degree the “love of the world” prevails –
the “health of the soul” will proportionately
decline.
“People who long to be rich, fall into
temptation and are trapped by many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge
them into ruin and destruction! For
the love of money is at the root of all
kinds of evil. And some people,
craving money, have wandered from
the faith and pierced themselves with
many sorrows!” 1 Timothy 6:9-10

Focus on the Christian life
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Holding Fast
without
Compromise
The Christian Way is to remain faithful at
all costs. Sincere believers do not make
deals with the world. We are called and
empowered to live by conviction, not
compromise, even amid fierce opposition. No one knew this better than Margaret Wilson and Margaret MacLachlan,

two godly women who were unashamed
of the gospel and loved Christ more than
earthly comfort; indeed, even more than
life itself.
In the spring of 1685, during times of
severe persecution, the two Margarets
stood trial as prisoners at Wigtown, a small
burgh in the southwest of Scotland. They
were unjustly sentenced to death by
drowning. What were their crimes? First,
they refused to publicly submit themselves
to King James II and his unwarranted
ecclesiastical authority. Second, they
rejected the state church’s false worship.
And third, they attended conventicles –
illegal worship services that met in private

homes and open fields. In a word, these
two women, one elderly and the other a
young maiden, lived by the courage of
their biblical convictions. The world hated
them for it, as Jesus declared that it would:
“If the world hates you, know
that it has hated me before it
hated you. . . . Remember the
word that I said to you: ‘A
servant is not greater than his
master.’ If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you. If
they kept my word, they will also
keep yours.” (John 15:18, 20)
Fastened to two long wooden stakes
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in the rising tidal channel of the River
Bladnoch, with their enemies and loved
ones looking on, the two Margarets
refused to recant. The younger Margaret
quoted from Romans 8 as the waters
swelled around them. She proclaimed:
“Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution? . . . No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us.” They held fast to
God’s promises until their final breaths,
passing from the deadly waters of
Bladnoch to the living waters of eternal
glory in the presence of God and the
angels. For these two seventeenthcentury saints, death was preferable to
compromise.
Church history is full of inspiring
examples of Christians who refused to
compromise in order to avoid
persecution and hardship. That is why
we must study church history. The same
is true of God’s Word. For instance,
think of Daniel and his three friends.
They lived in Babylon under wicked
rulers and false religion, yet they were
unwilling to conform to the seductive
lies of the world. By God’s grace, and
with the Spirit’s abiding strength, they
lived with biblical conviction and
rejected cultural accommodation. For
Daniel, this meant worshiping God, as
he always had, when it was made illegal
to do so, upon the pain of death by
ravenous lions (Dan. 6:1–28). For
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, it
meant courageously refusing to bow
down to the blasphemous golden image
at Nebuchadnezzar’s gala, even though
defying the royal edict meant being
burned alive in a fiery furnace (3:1–30).
The Bible is full of emboldening
examples of those who held fast to the
promises of God in the face of cultural
lies, pressure, and persecution – men
and women of whom “the world was
not worthy” (Heb. 11:38) and who
“rejoiced that they were counted worthy
to suffer dishonour for the name [of
Christ]” (Acts 5:41). We must return to
these examples often, for through them
we are encouraged to stand fast ourselves
in this present cultural moment. We
must stand against the wicked trends
and ideologies of our culture and stand
in the true grace of God (1 Peter 5:12).
Upon honest evaluation of our lives,
however, it’s clear that we don’t always
exercise the blood-earnest conviction
of the two Margarets or the godly courage
of Daniel and his three friends. We want
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to, but we don’t – and they didn’t
always live this way either. Affected by
cultural hostility, fiery persecution, and
a desire for worldly acceptance, we
sometimes allow fear to cultivate a heart
of compromise. It can even become a
pattern if left unchecked.
But we must not despair. Giving up
is not an option. Rather, we must
remember the gospel – that Christ died
on the cursed cross to pay the debt of
all our sinful compromises. Jesus paid
it all. By exercising faith in Jesus, we not
only receive forgiveness and imputed
righteousness, but we also receive the
Spirit-wrought power that animates
godly conviction amid worldly
opposition. Therefore, dear believer, as
you seek to stand fast without
compromise, keep your eyes fixed on
Jesus. Compromise is less likely when
our precious nail-scarred Saviour is in
view.

At JCS, our vision is to be a strongly
connected community of learners,
deeply committed to our faith and to
continual growth, nurturing individuals
to be their best in the service of God
and to His glory.

Dr. Jon D. Payne is senior pastor at
Christ Church Presbyterian in
Charleston, S.C., and executive
coordinator of the Gospel
Reformation Network. He is author
of “In the Splendor of Holiness”.

We are looking to add enthusiastic,
committed teachers to our team for
the 2022/23 school years. Due to
growing class sizes we need additional,
suitably qualified, teachers.
Applications for full-time and part-time
employment welcome, with 6-month
or 12-month appointments considered.

First published in Tabletalk
Magazine (Sept 2021, vol 45,
no. 9), an outreach of Ligonier.

John Calvin School currently has over
120 students from Kinder to Grade 10
with an average combined class size
of 19. We are a well-resourced school,
located in Launceston, a beautiful city
in the north of Tasmania, a
breathtaking part of God’s creation.
(https://www.discovertasmania.
com.au/)

The Free Reformed School Association
(Tas) Inc. invites applications for the
following positions:

TEACHERS
Full-Time, Part-Time,
12-month or 6-month
appointments considered

Applicants must be a member of the
Free Reformed Church of Australia or
any of her sister churches, be able to
be registered to teach in Tasmania
and be registered to work with
vulnerable people.
Conditions and salary are based on
the Educational Services (Teachers)
Award 2020.
Expressions of interest for future
positions, full-time or part-time, are
welcome.
For application forms, see the school
website (www.jcs.tas.edu.au/
employment).
Forward completed applications to the
Business Manager:
• E-mail: wielstrak@jcs.tas.edu.au
• Address: PO Box 89, Launceston
7250, Tasmania, Australia.
For more information, contact the
Principal, Mr Daniel Coote
• E-mail: cooted@jcs.tas.edu.au

