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Faith in Focus

Whenever we confess our faith in church using the ecumenical creeds (Apostles,
Nicene, Athanasian Creed) or Heidelberg Catechism Q&A1, we confess God’s
sovereignty – He alone is God, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver and Ruler over
all that exists. What an absolutely, gloriously, wonderful, Scriptural truth! Our God
is Awesome and He reigns!
And yet, not everyone would agree.
It is quite interesting to note that many who confess to be Christian do agree
that God is sovereign. However, when it comes to understanding what that really
means and the implications for humanity, there seems to be quite a divergence of
views. Many people don’t like the idea that God reigns supreme, that He does all
His holy will, nor do they like being told that all things are under His rule. Some
would rather believe that man is absolutely free to act as he wills. They suggest that
without such freedom man would just be a robot. This is the theology of Arminianism,
held by many mainstream churches in our society. Such a philosophy tries to reduce
God down to man’s level and apply human reason and wisdom to it. And yet the
Bible speaks very clearly in regard to God’s sovereignty. In Isaiah 46:8-10, the
prophet proclaims:
8
“Remember this, keep it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 9 Remember the
former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is none like me. 10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient
times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I
please.’”
And again in Isaiah 55:11
11
”so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
God’s sovereignty is not about being a puppet master, nor does He do violence
to man by making him act contrary to his fallen nature. Yet He graciously softens
the hearts of those whom He calls, inclines them to believe; those He does not call,
he leaves in their own hardness of heart, such as Pharaoh in the book of Exodus.
We need to realise that in the works of God, there are things that we cannot,
nor could ever understand, for it is not about us, but rather, about His glory. In
faith, we need to humble ourselves and acknowledge how great and glorious is our
God and rejoice in His sovereignty, find comfort in the knowledge that whatever
may happen to us is according to His perfect will, and that nothing will separate us
from His love in Christ Jesus. What a reason to praise Him!
Next time we worship, let us remember into Whose presence we come, and
give Him our all.
Our contributors write theologically, pastorally and thoughtfully about our
glorious, sovereign God. S.D.G.
Featured in this issue:
Mr David Waldron considers the theology of God’s sovereignty.
Mr Michael Flinn investigates the comfort of God’s sovereignty.
Mr Ken Campell contemplates God’s sovereignty.
Mr Jason Lisle of the Biblical Science Institute examines the god of our age –
Deep Time.
The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.

Our sovereign, glorious God
DAVID WALDRON

The Sovereignty of God
Would you agree that this world looks
increasingly chaotic? Extreme weather
events seem to be more frequent than in
the recent past. The pandemic has disrupted the lives of almost the entire human
race over the last two years. Warfare is as
much a destructive painful reality at
present as it has been in the past. If you
said to most people ‘God is in control’,
they would likely respond with something
like ‘show me the evidence- it all looks
pretty random out there to me’. They
might add ‘if there is a God, then He must
be watching from a distance and be very
detached’.
Experiencing the painful reality of this
life can lead not only the unbeliever, but
also God’s own people to question whether
He actually remains in charge of this world.
David cries out “How long, O Lord? Will

you forget me forever?” (Ps 13:1). “Awake!
Why are you sleeping, O Lord?” lament the
Sons of Korah (Ps 44:23). The Word of God
reveals that after the fall of our first
ancestors, Adam and Eve, this world became
essentially what we experience today; a
groaning creation, subject to futility, in
bondage to corruption (Rom 8).
The Bible affirms the extensive chaos
of the world in which we live, explaining
why there is so much disorder and distress
around us and within us. The Scriptures
also reveal that God, who ‘works all things
according to the counsel of his will’ (Eph
1:11) is completely in control of everything
that takes place everywhere. Nothing takes
God by surprise. For Him there are no
accidents. ‘All things, in fact come to us,
not by chance, but from his fatherly hand’
(HCLD10; Matt 10:29). The authority of
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Much could be said
about the effect of God’s
sovereignty on our faith,
thinking and everyday
life and the comfort and
assurance that this
foundational truth brings
to those who have been
made alive in Christ.
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God acting in this universal way is His divine
sovereignty, the topic of this article.

around which all the lesser orbs are
grouped”1.

Balanced study
Growing in grace and knowledge (2 Peter
3:18) is a glorious process which is without
end for us as we learn more about our
infinite Lord, glorify Him and joyfully live
under His loving rule. However, if we only
study and consider the sovereignty of God
and neglect what Scripture reveals about
the accountability of mankind then we
will go astray. To emphasise the lordship
of God without also upholding the
responsibility of people who live under
His sovereignty leads to the error of fatalism; the false idea that we have no influence over the future.
This article will not address the mysterious
and ultimately incomprehensible
relationship between the limited freedom
of the human will (which enables us to
make choices according to our nature) and
the absolute authority of God’s will. These
two truths co-exist in reality and are
revealed alongside one another in Scripture
(e.g. Luke 22:22).

Almighty God
God’s sovereignty is a glorious characteristic of His holiness. He is set apart from all
that He has made. He has supreme
authority over the entirety of His creation
which is utterly dependent upon Him.
When God made His covenant with Abraham, He used His name ‘El Shaddai’ (Gen
17:1) meaning ‘Almighty God’. ‘Almighty’
is the attribute of God’s character (Belgic
Confession Article 1, WCF 2.1) that mostly
clearly expresses His sovereignty. When
Jesus said to His disciples ‘with God all
things are possible’ (Matt 19:26), Christ
confirmed that the Almighty God is able to
do anything He decides to do.
Such unlimited power and authority in
the hands of people like you or me would
be a terrifying prospect because, as Lord
Acton famously said ‘power tends to corrupt
and absolute power corrupts absolutely’.
However, with God, there is no corruption
because He is without fault, sin, or
imperfection. His absolute power is
therefore not to be feared by those who
He loves, only by those who come under
His righteous judgement (Hebrews 10:31).

The importance of God’s
sovereignty
We have a practical understanding of the
concept of sovereignty living in the ‘sovereign state’ of New Zealand. Our civil government has some authority to tell us what
to do, and the power to enforce the laws
by which they govern this country. Over
the limited realm within our shores, the
government ultimately controls, amongst
other things, how fast you can legally drive
on any stretch of road, how much tax you
are required to pay and now, during this
pandemic, how many people can gather
together at any one place and time.
The Word of God reveals that all civil
authority exists because ultimately all such
localised, temporary powers have been
instituted by God (Rom 13:1). We could
not deduce this merely from observation
of the world in which we live, this knowledge
comes to us from God’s divinely ‘breathed
out’ Word. The supreme power of God is
explicitly evidenced throughout Scripture
(e.g. 1 Chron 29:11; Ps 24:1, Prov 16:9;
Isa 46:9-10; 1 Tim 6:15; Rev 6:10) and
underpins all His works.
Even a brief overview of the Bible shows
that the sovereignty of God is a major
theme in Scripture. It is not surprising that
theologian Arthur Pink has written that
God’s sovereignty is “the foundation of
Christian theology … the center of gravity
in the system of Christian truth – the sun

The Divine Decrees
In Reformed theology, the term ‘Divine
Decrees’ (e.g. WCF 3) expresses the
eternal purpose of God in governing the
universe, including, especially, His electing of a people to be saved in Christ and
His passing over of others; thereby leaving
them to the just consequences of their
sins. The divine decrees are fixed (e.g. Psa.
33:9–11, Isa. 14:27, 46:9–10, Dan. 4:34–
5, Rom. 9:11, 19–21, Heb. 6.17–18),
being immutable (not subject to change).
Whilst we do not find the actual words
‘divine decrees’ in our English Bibles, the
sovereign will of God is clearly revealed in
His Word (e.g. Isa 53:10; Jer 4:28). The
plans and purposes of God we find in
Scripture are often called His ‘revealed
will’, whereas the details not provided in
the Word of God are referred to as His
‘secret will’ (Deut 29:29). For example,
we do not know the names of all the
people God has chosen to save, but He
does! (Rev 21:27).
Gospel power
The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Rom
1:16). The central truth that the sovereign
work of God alone saves the people of His
choosing was recovered in the Protestant

Reformation. It is therefore not surprising
that our reformed creeds and confessions
reflect the key principle of God’s sovereignty. This is especially evident in the
Canons of Dort which were written as a
result of the Synod of Dort. This assembly
was convened in 1618-19 to respond to
the teachings of Jacobus Arminius which
were a denial of the sovereignty of God.
Most of us are familiar with the helpful
acronym ‘TULIP’ 2 . Let’s see how the
Scriptural truths expressed in the Canons
of Dort relate directly to the sovereignty of
God.
Total depravity indicates, not that people
are as bad as they could possibly be, but
that there is no aspect of our being that is
unaffected by the fall of our earliest common
ancestors Adam and Eve. As a result of this
pollution we are all conceived in sin (Ps
51:5) in a spiritually dead state (Eph 2:1).
It is specifically because God is sovereign
over all His creation, including us, that He
has the power and authority to give life to
whosoever He selects without any action
or decision on their part (Rom 9:16).
Unconditional election is the truth that
God chooses who He will save (Eph 1:4),
not based on any quality or characteristic
found in the person to be redeemed, but
solely upon His own decision (Rom 9.18).
God is able to choose ahead of time whom
He will save and to act in order to ensure
that His choice results in His desired
outcomes because He is in complete control
over all events.
Limited (or definite) atonement
expresses the reality that Christ actually
died for all, and only all, the elect. There
was no need for Jesus to substitute Himself
on the cross for the whole human race in
the hope that some might accept His
sacrifice on their behalf. God the Father
had already determined precisely who
would be saved through the obedience of
His Son.
God’s saving grace is irresistible because
He is all-powerful and what He has
determined will happen does inevitably
take place. The Holy Spirit never fails to
bring to salvation all those whom He
personally calls to Christ (John 6:37-40). In
this, the sovereignty of God is not harsh
and overbearing, but gentle, persuasive and
compelling (John 6:68). Salvation is the
most precious gift ever given and God’s
gracious sovereignty means that even the
most resistant person cannot refuse this
favour if God has so decreed.
God’s divine preservation of all His elect
(‘the perseverance of the saints’) also flows
directly from His sovereignty. Jesus said “All

that the Father gives me will come to me,
and whoever comes to me I will never cast
out” (John 6:37). This certainty about ‘once
(truly) saved, always saved’(Phil 1:6) is only
possible because God is completely in
control of all things, including the salvation
of His chosen people.
Praise and worship
Much could be said about the effect of
God’s sovereignty on our faith, thinking
and everyday life and the comfort and
assurance that this foundational truth
brings to those who have been made alive
in Christ. The other two articles on this
topic will explore some of these glorious
benefits. I would like to focus briefly on
one: praise and worship.

The authors of the Canons of Dort
expressed their praise and worship of God
for His ‘delightful, marvellous, mysterious
and inexpressible work’ (Art 3:12), quoting
from Romans 11:33-36 and writing: “We,
however, with reverent adoration of these
mysteries, exclaim with the apostle: “Oh,
the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing
out! ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counsellor?’ ‘Who has
ever given to God, that God should repay
him?’ For from him and through him and
to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.
Praise and worship of the sovereign
Lord God is the first response of dependent,

limited, weak and vulnerable people like
us who trust our Lord as we live in a chaotic,
confusing and challenging world. Our God
is the Sovereign Lord and the gospel reveals
His almighty power to save. That is good
news, now and always!
1 Arthur Pink, The sovereignty of God, p263.
2 ‘total depravity’, ‘unconditional election’,
‘limited atonement’, ‘irresistible grace’ and
‘perseverance of the saints’

Mr David Waldron is the minister of
the Christchurch Reformed Church
(Cornwall St).
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God’s sovereignty
MICHAEL FLINN

Comfort Ye, Comfort
Ye My People…
We normally associate these words from
Isaiah 40 with the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ into the world. Through the
voice of him that cries in the wilderness,
the way is prepared for the coming of the
Lord. The first advent of our Lord is indeed
a great comfort and it is biblically appropriate to celebrate and rejoice in it at all
times, but also in special measure as we
commemorate that event towards the end
of the year.
However, our topic for this article raises
the question of what comfort there is for
us from the biblical teaching of the
sovereignty of God. In particular, what
comfort is there when we are called, in this
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life, to go through disappointment,
hardship, pain, loss, grief, sickness, and
ultimately death? Where is God in all these
things? Can we still believe in him and
confess him in the face of trials like these?
Or should we abandon belief in him?
To answer this question, we need to
stand back and look at the theology of pain
and suffering.
The source of pain and suffering
Why is there pain and sorrow in the
world? The Bible’s answer to this is clear
and unequivocal: It is because of the
entrance of human sin in God’s creation.
After the Fall of Adam and Eve into sin,

… it is ONLY when we understand and accept God’s
direct involvement in the hardship and suffering that we
experience that there can be hope in the midst of it. Only
when we understand that God is working out his
purposes in and through the pain and suffering that
occurs in this world is there a possibility of comfort for
us in our “sorrow”.
God says this to Eve:
I will greatly multiply thy sorrow
and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children…
(Gen. 3:16, emphasis mine.)1
We can learn from this statement that
childbearing is going to be filled with
“sorrow”. The Hebrew word here means
arduous toil, or hardship. There is a reason
why the process of giving birth to children
is called “labour”. Labour it is, and very
hard labour at that. It is a process that is
filled with pain. Notice also that God is
not distant from this painful process. In
fact, he is directly involved it it. God
explicitly declares that he will sovereignly
multiply both Eve’s conception and the
childbirth and the pain that is associated
with it.
How about Adam? Well, he does not
escape the “sorrow” that is a direct
consequence of the Fall. To Adam, God
says:
Because thou hast hearkened
unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree, of which I
commanded thee, saying, Thou
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life…In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground…
(Gen. 3:17-19).
Once again, we have the existential
certainty of pain and sorrow. There can be
no escape from this reality this side of
heaven. The very ground is cursed, and the
work called for in the creation mandate
(Gen. 1:28) will now be filled with
“sorrow”. There will be hard work, pain,
struggle, the sweat of one’s brow – and all
this by the sovereign decree of God the
Creator.

God and disasters
So far, we have seen that pain and suffering in the world are the direct result and
consequence of man’s rebellion against
God. But does the Bible have anything
else to say about God’s involvement in
human suffering?
There is a very interesting and startling
verse in Isaiah 45:7
I form the light, and create darkness:
I make peace, and create evil:
I the Lord do all these things.
This statement occurs in the context of
God’s speaking to Cyrus, king of Persia.
God says to him: “I am the LORD, and
there is none else, there is no God beside
me: I girded thee, though thou has not
known me” (Is. 45:5).
And then we get this statement: I
(Yahweh) the covenant God of the Jewish
people, form light and create darkness. This
reminds us of the opening words of the
Bible where God created light and separated
it from the darkness and he called the light
“good”. The word for “create” here is the
Hebrew word bara, which is used in Genesis
1, and is only ever used for God’s creative
work.
In Isaiah 45:7 light and darkness are set
in opposition to one another. And God has
a creative role in relation to both of them.
Then, as is often the case in Hebrew
poetry, we get another line that restates the
first in a different way. I make peace, says
God. The word is shalom. It means
completeness, soundness, health, prosperity,
welfare, peace, and also friendship – all
rolled into one. Shalom is a pretty good
state of being. And God creates this by his
sovereign power in the same way that he
creates light. But now we get the opposite.
God also creates EVIL. Here the word that
is used is an adjective that stands alone as
a noun. We can think of “evil things” or

“bad things” if that makes it clearer. This is
a word that is often used to describe famine,
hunger, hardship. This is not evil in the
sense of moral evil or wickedness. It is evil
in the sense of the absence of blessing, the
opposite of shalom. And God creates this.
He directly brings about blessing, (everything
that shalom embodies and conveys) and
he directly brings about its opposite.
The question then arises: Is that good
news, or is it bad news? The first part is
obviously good news. Light, shalom,
blessing, prosperity, security, well-being.
Yes, we can all welcome that from our
sovereign God. But what about it’s
opposite? Can we accept and handle that?
Is that good news?
Yes it is! In fact, I would argue that it is
ONLY when we understand and accept
God’s direct involvement in the hardship
and suffering that we experience that there
can be hope in the midst of it. Only when
we understand that God is working out his
purposes in and through the pain and
suffering that occurs in this world is there
a possibility of comfort for us in our “sorrow”.
Joseph, a case study
In order to illustrate this and take it out of
the realm of the abstract, let’s look at what
Joseph says to his brothers at the end of
the book of Genesis:
But as for you, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant it
unto good, to bring to pass, as it
is this day, to save much people
alive. Now therefore fear ye not: I
will nourish you, and your little
ones. And he comforted them,
and spake kindly unto them.
(Genesis 50:20)
So here is the situation: Jacob has now
died and even though Joseph had expressed
love and forgiveness towards his brothers
earlier, the brothers are worried that it was
all a ruse. Remember, Esau didn’t want to
carry out vengeance on his brother Jacob
until their father had died and the time of
bereavement was over. And the same might
happen here. What’s more, Joseph is second
only to Pharaoh. He has immense power
at his disposal. If payback is on his mind,
the brothers will be helpless in the face of
it.
Let’s recall what had occurred. Joseph,
the favoured son of his father Jacob, had
received dreams back when they were in
Canaan, and his older brothers were upset
and angry. Even Jacob became angry at
the thought that the father and mother
might have to bow down to Joseph some
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When we understand
and confess the
sovereignty of God in all
events, then we can be
at peace and then we
can experience comfort.
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time in the future. Joseph was therefore
sold by his brothers into slavery. In an
extremely callous moment, Judah suggests:
Let’s not kill him. We might as well get
something out of this. Nothing wrong with
a bit of profit. Let’s sell our brother into
slavery. That will be the end of him and
we get to pocket the cash.
Here we have anger, jealousy, hatred,
family dysfunction and betrayal. Psychologically, killing would likely have been kinder.
Now Joseph has to think of this and feel
the pain over and over and over. He stands
up for doing the right thing. He resists the
temptation of Potiphar’s wife, powerful,
though it was, and ends up in an Egyptian
prison for more than two years. Joseph had
plenty of time to go over these events again
and again in his mind.
As he grew older, he likely matured a
bit and realised that his own youthful
arrogance as a 17 year old and his father’s
favouritism, all contributed to the
breakdown. This was a recipe for sorrow,
discouragement, and despair. But that does
not make Joseph’s pain any easier to bear.
Even when he is taken out of the prison
and catapulted to the heights of power and
influence in the greatest empire of the
ancient world up to that point, he is

struggling. He names his first child Manasseh
(Gen. 41:51). He does this, he says,
because God “hath made me forget all my
toil, and all my father’s house”. When Joseph
looks at this first son, he thinks: I am away
from my father’s house. When he thinks of
his family and his father’s house, all he can
think of is the pain that he has endured,
and by naming his first son born in Egypt
Manasseh, Joseph is indicating that he has
finally been able to turn a corner. He has
effectively shaken the dust from his feet, to
use a NT metaphor.
Against, this background, look at how
the book of Genesis ends. It ends with
forgiveness. It ends with reconciliation. It
ends with this family reunited and with the
pain of the past removed. And what has
brought this about? Joseph says: You thought
evil against me. But, and this is very
important, God had another purpose in
that evil thing that you did. God’s purpose
was that in that and through that evil action,
many people might be saved. So now, here
in the present, we can look back on what
happened in the past and see the hand and
purpose of God, We see something of the
God who creates both shalom and evil, but
whose purpose is ultimately a saving one.
God uses evil for good.

Now again, I stress that back when
those events took place, that was a recipe
for deep discouragement, hopelessness,
and an inclination to give it all away. For
the brothers too, as they had to deal with
their own guilt and the knowledge that
they had lied to their father. Every time
they looked in his eyes and ate at his table,
realising that Joseph was not there, they
were reminded of their own evil. They
too had cause to feel profound discouragement and despair.
But when Joseph and his brothers are
able to look back and see what God has
achieved through their sin and the evil that
they did, then there is comfort and hope.
So this is the source of the comfort. It is
not what you and I have done, and the
mess we have made of things. It is what
God has done and is doing through that
sorrow and misery.
Here is where hope is born. We need
to put our trust not in princes, not in
doctors, not in governments, not in money,
but in God.
The supreme example –
Acts 4:27,28
The greatest example in Scripture of God
working good through the evil done by
others is, of course, that of the Lord Jesus
Christ at the time of the crucifixion, an
event that the story of Joseph anticipates
and points forward to.
Here the early believers have reason for
concern because of the threats made against
them by the religious authorities. It was time
to take this urgent matter before the Lord
in prayer. Here is what they say to the
sovereign God:
For of a truth against thy holy
child Jesus, whom thou has
anointed, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel, were
gathered together, For to do
whatever thy hand and thy
counsel determined before to be
done.
This is an acknowledgement to God
that he was directly involved in the events
leading up to the crucifixion. In fact, he had
determined, in advance, that these very
events would occur. But through these
events would come the salvation of the
Lord’s people, a countless multitude. This
was the Seed of the Woman crushing the
serpent’s head (cf. Gen. 3:15). This was
God sovereignly working good for the entire
world through the evil of the crucifixion of
his only begotten Son.

When good can’t be found – the
example of Job
What about when the hardship comes
and there seems no reason for it, and no
good that can be found? What about
when God seems absent rather than
present?
Here is where the book of Job is instructive
and helpful.
We know from the beginning of the
book that there were reasons why all the
evil was done to Job and why he suffered
so much. There was the devil’s statement
in the courts of God that the only reason
why Job loved and served God was because
of the blessings God had given him. We
can say that the falsity of this assessment
could only be shown by allowing Job to go
through his suffering.
We can also say that Job’s suffering, as
a righteous man, would point forward to
the suffering of THE righteous man, the
Lord Jesus Christ and that God knew this.
God also knew that Job’s experiences
and words would be recorded in Scripture
for all time so that countess generations of
believers would be blessed by reading of
them and by mediating upon them.
All these were good reasons why Job
went through his suffering. They are answers
to the question: Why did you permit this,
Lord? What good are you going to bring
out of this?
However, when the LORD speaks to
Job at the end of the book, he gives him
none of those comforting, informative
explanations. He merely asks him a string
of rhetorical questions: Where were you,
Job, when I did the work of creation? Who
are you to question me? Who are you to
understand me? The fact is, Job, you don’t
need to have answers to all your questions.
What you need to do is trust me.
And Job praises God and repents in dust
and ashes. Only then are the blessings
restored to him.
The point is that God is far greater than
we are and he does not need to explain
to us his every action. Only when we
understand and accept the sovereignty of
God in all circumstances and events, can
we have confidence that God is working
out his inscrutable purposes, which are
ultimately for our good and for the
advancement of the kingdom of Christ.
We can be at peace even when we do
not have answers to our questions.
Sometimes, this side of heaven, we will
not be able to say: “This bad thing
happened but God intended it for this
good that we see here…” But that’s okay.
God does not need to give us an

explanation. We can, like Job, trust him
and be content.
The alternative is unthinkable, that God
is somehow NOT involved in the pain and
suffering that we experience in this life, that
God is distant and removed, or that he is
simply caught out by the bad things that
happen, and therefore there is no good
purpose in them. That deistic view of God
is nowhere taught in Scripture, and there
is no comfort in that unbiblical view of God.
When we understand and confess the
sovereignty of God in all events, then we
can be at peace and then we can experience
comfort. Then we can say with Paul:
O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his
judgements, and his ways past
finding out! For who hath known
the mind of the Lord? Or who
hath been his counsellor? Or who
had first given to him, and it shall
be recompensed unto him again?
For of him, and through him, and
to him, are all things: to whom be
glory for ever. Amen.
(Romans 11:33-36).
1 All Scripture references for this article are taken
from the King James Version.

Mr Michael Flinn is an emeritus
minister and a member of the
Hamilton Reformed Church.
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God’s sovereignty
KEN CAMPBELL

Thoughts on God’s
Sovereignty

Do you realize that if you
deny God’s sovereignty
then your way of looking
at reality, your world
and life view, remains
essentially the same as
those who live in
unbelief? Of course
there is a growing and
maturing process for
every converted
individual and so
initially many truths are
not fully understood.
10
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What a blessed truth, what a glorious truth
the Sovereignty of God is! The concept
of God as God demands sovereignty.
Without the attribute of absolute sovereignty there is no God. The very definition
of God is centralized in sovereignty, in
absolute sovereignty. Simply put, in His
sovereignty God wills and so it comes to
be. God determines and so with absolute
certainty it will take place. (Ephesians
1:11). Think of the six days of creation.
On the first day God willed, God determined “Let there be light”. And the result,
the consequence? “and there was light”,
(Genesis 1:4-6). On the sixth day of God’s
sovereign work of creation God willed and
it was accomplished. “God said, Let us
make man in Our image according to Our
likeness”. And the result? “And God created man in His own image…male and
female He created them…”(Genesis
1:26-27). Divine determination, Divine
accomplishment! The sovereignty of God
exhibited in His work of creation is seen
also in His work of providence, in His
work of redemption accomplished for His
elect people and in His work of redemption applied to His elect people. In addition the Day of Resurrection Glory has also
been sovereignly willed by God (1Corinthians 1:8; 1Thessalonians 5:2). With
confidence in the demonstrated faithfulness of God and in His sovereignty we can
rightfully and confidently anticipate that
day when Christ Jesus will return and our
bodies will be raised immortalised, made
imperishable, and reunited to our souls,
made complete and perfect for our
eternal habitation of the new heavens and
the new earth (1 Corinthians 15:35-57).
But it is not only in the big things of reality
that the sovereignty of God is seen. It is
seen and manifested in all of reality
(Romans 8:28ff; Ephesians 1:11, 3:11).
God’s sovereignty in its exercise manifests

the all powerfulness of God, the all knowing of God, the everywhere presence of
God, the perfect wisdom of God, and
indeed all the glorious attributes of God in
the splendour of who He is. Do you sense
the glory and the wonder and the necessity of the sovereignty of God?
Do you realize that if you deny God’s
sovereignty then your way of looking at
reality, your world and life view, remains
essentially the same as those who live in
unbelief? Of course there is a growing and
maturing process for every converted
individual and so initially many truths are
not fully understood. But, oh the joy, the
giving of thanks, the praise of heart to God
when a truth finally dawns with clarity in
your heart of belief, in your sanctified and
being sanctified mind. Your grasping hold
of the sovereignty of God is one of the truths
that does that to you. The initial joy and
delight and heartfelt pleasure which originally
accompanied your realisation that you had
been converted can be, and most often is,
experienced in a multiplied form as you
see with clarity the truth of God’s
sovereignty and all the implications of that
glorious truth as it relates to you. Before the
world existed God in love and in Christ
Jesus sovereignly determined to grant
salvation to you! What does the apostle
Paul say in Ephesians 1:4-5? “…just as He
(God the Father) chose us in Him (Jesus
Christ) before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless
before Him. In love He predestined us to
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ
Himself, according to the kind intention of
His will.” This grace filled sovereign
determination to save you, what does it
mean? It means that it was always intended
for you that Jesus Christ would take on the
form of human flesh and die on the cross
of Calvary for you, and rise from that grave

for you, and ascend into heaven to pour
out the Holy Spirit upon you. All this so that
the Holy Spirit could regenerate you and
enable you to repent and believe savingly
in Jesus. And then, as united to Jesus by
faith, be eternally adopted into God’s
redeemed family forever. Dear believer
that has been God’s eternal and sovereign
determination for you.
There are professing believers in Jesus
Christ who struggle with the concept of
God’s sovereignty. There may be a number
of reasons why this is the case, but one
particular reason is the thought that if God
is sovereign and knows all things and has
determined all things what is the point of
praying to Him? To answer what they think
is a dilemma these people often choose
prayer over against the truth of the
sovereignty of God. The truth is that the
Word of God itself does not see any conflict
between the sovereignty of God and prayer
to God. The Word of God clearly and
constantly acknowledges God’s sovereignty
and just as clearly and constantly calls for
God’s people to be a people of prayer. In
Philippians 4:6-7 Paul exhorts the

Philippians to let God know of their requests.
He urges the Philippians to present before
God their needs even though Paul knows
that God knows all things about everything
and especially the needs of the Philippians.
What does the apostle say to these needy
believers in Philippi? Paul says, “Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.” Upon what
does Paul base his call for the Philippians
to pray and to make known their requests
to God? The basis for their praying and
making their requests known to God is
nothing less than the sovereignty of God!
At the end of Philippians 3 this is what the
apostle states in verses 20 and 21, “For our
citizenship is in heaven, from which we
also eagerly wait for a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ; who will transform the body
of our humble state into conformity with
the body of His glory, by the exertion of
the power that He has even to subject all
things to Himself.” Notice, that having
made this wonderful declaration of God’s

sovereignty the apostle then in chapter 4
exhorts the Philippians not to be anxious,
not to be fearful, but to be prayerful in
everything, every need, every concern.
There is no conflict between prayer and
the sovereignty of God. Like every other
attribute of God His sovereignty is a
wonderful encouragement to come to Him
in prayer.
An added encouragement to take up
this blessed invitation and exhortation to
pray is the sovereign involvement of the
Holy Spirit in prayer. It is a truth that while
we may earnestly approach the throne of
grace in prayer there can be those times
when we struggle and stumble to find the
right words to express our needs and
concerns and to formulate the deep feeling
of our hearts. The Holy Spirit in His
sovereignty addresses that problem and
takes care of it for us. He takes hold of our
stumbling and often silent words and
corrects and perfects them and presents
them before the throne of grace as we
intended them to be. The apostle Paul
reminds us of this blessing in Romans
8:26-27 where he says, “And in the same
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way the Spirit also helps our weakness, for
we do not know how to pray as we should,
but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with
groaning too deep for words; and He who
searches the hearts knows what the mind
of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.”
Every prayer earnestly uttered from the
heart of belief finds itself received. It is
amazing and beyond full comprehension
what our sovereign God can and does do
because of His sovereignty!
Distraction from the glory of God is an
everyday enterprise of the world of unbelief.
In the fallen world we live in there is a
palpable hatred of God as He has revealed
Himself to be in both His written Word and

in what He has created. This predicted and
prophesied opposition to God is promoted
both inside and outside of the church today
in its many ecclesiastical forms. Wolves in
sheep’s clothing have abounded from
apostolic days to the present. As in Adam’s
day, so in the present, the truth of God and
the sovereignty of God are under
continuous attack and denial. Wanting to
cling to human autonomy and wanting to
hold on to chance as the bedrock of reality
and authority the advocates of unbelief in
the world and in the church are compelled
to deny the sovereignty of God. They do
this by arguing against God’s sovereignty
claiming that it is in conflict with human
responsibility. Their claim is that one denies
or excludes the possibility of the other. As
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advocates of unbelief they of course are
blindly happy to be free from both the
sovereignty of God and the responsibility
of man. The truth is that there is a wonderful
biblical harmony between God’s sovereignty
and man’s responsibility. They are not
competing concepts or truths. The one in
fact creates the possibility and the
opportunity for the other. That is, the
sovereign predetermination of God creates
the opportunity for man to respond freely
and responsibly within the divinely organised
circumstances in which he lives. The
preordained circumstances of life are the
arena in which man lives. In that arena man
is absolutely responsible for all that he does.
We see the biblical harmony between the
sovereignty of God and the responsibility
of man in the death of Jesus Christ on behalf
of His elect people as referred to in Acts 2:
22-23. Here the apostle Peter, speaking of
Jesus Christ and His death states, “Men of
Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the
Nazarene, a man attested to you by God
with miracles and wonders and signs which
God performed through Him in your midst,
just as you yourselves know — this Man,
delivered up by the predetermined plan
and foreknowledge of God…”!! Here is
the sovereign purpose of God stated. Here
is the will of God, the predetermination of
God stated. God in His sovereignty preordains
the death of Jesus. But who is responsible
for putting Jesus to death? As Peter carries
on he tells us. Speaking of Jesus he says,
“this Man…you (Men of Israel) nailed to a
cross by the hands of godless men and put
Him to death.” If ever there was a statement
of responsibility then this is it. Who was
responsible for Jesus’ death? First there were
the Men of Israel, the Jewish leaders of the
day who agitated for Jesus death and
pressured and pressed Pilate for permission
for it to be done. Then there was Pilate who
was aware of the truth and the innocence
of Jesus. Pilate had it in his hands to prevent
the desired murder of Jesus, but instead he
freely chose the road of political expediency. Pilate handed Jesus over to his killers!
Then the Roman soldiers in a frenzy of
blood lust laid their murderous hands on
Jesus, beat Him up and nailed him to the
cross as a religious fanatic. All these culprits
were responsible for the death of Jesus.
Freely, compliantly, obligingly, happily,
mockingly, and responsibly they participated
in the dreadful death of Jesus. For some of
them it was just another day of work. This
event ordained by God before the world
was because of God’s love for you in Christ
and for every other elect individual.
Sovereignty and love collaborated in the

Evidence of God’s
glorious sovereignty is
all around us. We look
at the moon and the
stars. We look at the
mountains and the
lakes. We feel the rain
and the sunshine. We
look and see in creation
the glorious sovereign
handiwork of God.
mind of God for your and my eternal
blessing! Loveless evil and the lust for blood
collaborated in the minds of godless men
to put to death the Son of God come in
the flesh!
Many times recorded in Scripture are
there incidents sovereignly ordained by
God and responsibly carried out by the free
agency of men. Joseph’s brothers were
responsible for throwing him into the desert
pit to die. The Ishmaelites were responsible
for selling Joseph to Potiphar, an Egyptian
official. Potiphar’s wife was responsible for
lying about Joseph and having him thrown
into prison. Pharaoh’s imprisoned cupbearer and chief baker were responsible
for Joseph’s release from prison after Joseph
had interpreted their dreams and the dream
of Pharaoh. Pharaoh was responsible for
making Joseph his Prime Minister. As a
result Joseph was responsible for saving the
family of Jacob and allowing them to
develop into a nation of many. All these
events of personal responsibility were
ordained sovereignly by God. Again we
have the harmony of God’s sovereign will
and determination and the responsibility
of man. As Joseph confirms in his word to
his brothers in Genesis 50:20, “And as for
you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good in order to bring about
this present result to preserve many people
alive”— no less than the twelve tribes!
What an ongoing encouragement the
truth of God’s sovereignty is to the call to

persevere in faith in Jesus Christ. The
testimony throughout Scripture to this
glorious sovereignty is a constant reminder
that we can wholeheartedly entrust
ourselves to Him for each moment of our
lives here as we anticipate the great glory
that is yet to come. Without God’s
sovereignty there could be no such
anticipation and there could be no certainty
to faith in Jesus Christ. Faith in its essence
is an absolute trust. The exercise of saving
faith is a complete abandonment of
ourselves to the God of the Scriptures and
His promises. Acts 16:31 states, “Believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved.” It does not say “may be saved”, but
“shall be saved”! Why such certainty? The
answer, as we have seen already, is because
God is sovereign and what He ordains,
determines, purposes, He does most
certainly bring to pass (Ephesians 1:11-14).
So, everyone who has or who will believe
in Jesus Christ has already been preordained, predestined, predetermined to be
saved from before the world began! Every
believer in Jesus Christ has always been the
object of God’s predestinating power and
love. The compulsion to be conformed to
the image of Christ, the irresistible desire
to live your life by the truth of God’s Word,
the want within to go on to spiritual
maturity, the reality of a genuine contention
with sin in your life, the sense of guilt when
that contention is not there, the sense of a
need to confess your sin and guilt to God,
the unavoidable want in your soul for others
to share in the Gospel, the felt need and
want to worship God in the fellowship of
the saints, the felt need to be before the
throne of grace in prayer, the want in your
heart to be useful in service in God’s
Kingdom, are all indicators of a heart belief
in Jesus Christ, pointers to you being the
object of nothing less than the sovereign
grace of God. However, we must be mindful
of the fact that having these pointers and
indicators in our lives does not save us.
They are not the instruments of our salvation.
Our salvation has been accomplished by
Jesus Christ through His death and
resurrection. That salvation has been
sovereignly applied to our lives by the
sovereign and gracious work of the Holy
Spirit. Through His sovereign regenerating
of us He has enabled us to see Jesus Christ
as the true and only Saviour and has enabled
us to believe in Him. As a result of having
been saved the appearance of these pointers
and indicators in our lives come as
encouragements as we press on to and in
the full assurance of faith (Hebrews 10:1925).

Evidence of God’s glorious sovereignty
is all around us. We look at the moon and
the stars. We look at the mountains and
the lakes. We feel the rain and the
sunshine. We look and see in creation the
glorious sovereign handiwork of God. Then
we see in the fellowship of the saints the
sovereign glory and grace of God in
changed lives. God’s sovereignty exhibited
in lives now lived by faith in Jesus Christ.
But there is another place where we see
God in the glory of His sovereignty. That
place is the Word of God. Of that place
the Psalmist says in Psalm 119:160 “The
sum of Thy Word is Truth”. In God’s Word,
the Truth, we have God’s own revelation
and explanation of Himself, of His glory,
and of all the rest of reality as He has created
it to be. What God tells us is pure truth and
nothing less. For instance He tells us about
His sovereignty and He defines His sovereignty
for us as we have seen. In 1 Corinthians 2:
10-16 the apostle Paul tells us something
important about understanding God’s
Word. Only the believer in Jesus Christ can
properly and rightly understand God’s
Word. The believer can do that because
of the illuminating work of the indwelling
Holy Spirit, and because of the fact that the
believer as a believer has exchanged the
lie for the truth. In John 8:32 Jesus said,
“and you shall know the truth. The truth
shall make you free." The believer in Jesus
Christ is no longer enslaved to the lie, but
now can see and understand the truth of
God’s Word. The believer, the apostle tells
us, now has the “mind of Christ”. To
understand reality the believer must go to
the Truth and the Truth is God’s Word.
What an encouragement and an exhortation
for us to find ourselves in God’s Word,
there to behold, among many other truths,
the glory of God in all His sovereign
splendour!
Mr Ken Campbell is an emeritus
minister and a member of the Pukekohe
Reformed Church.
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Focus on creation and science
JASON LISLE – BIBLICAL SCIENCE INSTITUTE

Deep Time –
the god of our Age

Throughout history, human beings have had the
tendency to reject their Creator, and replace Him
in their lives with gods of their own making. From
the Greek and Roman pantheons, to the Egyptian
sun-god, people would rather worship a god that
they create than the God who created them. Such
false gods always have the following characteristics.
(1) They are attributed one or more characteristics
or powers that belong only to the Living God, especially a power over some aspect of nature. (2) They
are given allegiance, worship, or reverence above
God in at least some way. (3) They are created
either physically or conceptually by man. (4) They
are not the Living God, the Creator of all things.
In our modern “educated” world, people often
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look back at the silliness of the Greek, Roman, or
Babylonian gods, as if we are far too sophisticated
for such primitive nonsense. But that just isn’t the
case. There are many false gods in our modern world;
entities that are revered by people above God, and
attributed powers that they cannot literally possess.
Whether it is the worship of concepts like nature, or
power, or physical entities like money, such things
should not be respected above God, and they cannot
do what God alone can do.
But one false god stands out among others today;
this god is worshipped and reverenced as the
ultimate god of our culture. Many books have been
written about him, and dedicated to him. He is the
foundation of most modern philosophy and

education. What is the ultimate false god of our age?
Is it Evolution? No, Evolution is certainly a popular
god. But many people doubt Evolution. And in any
case, Evolution answers to a higher god – a god who
is far more popular and powerful than Evolution: the
god Deep Time.
Deep Time is the concept of vast ages of pre-history:
the notion that the Earth and universe are billions of
years old. It is a popular belief today, and is considered
by many people to be the mainstream “scientific”
position. Disciples of Deep Time would probably
object to the notion that he is a god, or that he is
even a person at all. They might say that Deep Time
is an academic concept, the conclusion of scientific
reasoning – not a person with power. However, by
their actions, Deep Time disciples do indeed imbue
him with personal characteristics and powers that
only a conscious being can possess. Students of logic
will recognize this as a reification fallacy. Nonetheless,
for this article, we shall honor their beliefs and refer
to their god as their actions suggest that we should.
Deep Time, as he is commonly followed today, does
indeed fit the characteristics of a false god.
Consider (1) Deep Time has characteristics and
powers that belong to God alone. In fact, the parallels
are truly amazing! For example, Deep Time has the
power of creation. According to His followers, he
has made stars, planets, and galaxies. He has made
canyons, and mountains. Deep Time separated the
continents and oceans. He has made all living
creatures through his servant – Evolution. Indeed,
Deep Time took the elements of this world, and
from that dust he made man. These are all powers
and actions that are rightly reserved for God alone
(Nehemiah 9:6, Psalm 33:6, Job 38:4, Psalm 104:58, Genesis 1:9-10, Genesis 1:20-25, Genesis 2:7).
But it doesn’t end there. Deep Time is also said
to have tremendous power to direct the course of
events in the universe. Deep Time creates and
destroys species and civilizations at a whim. He gives
life and takes it away. He continually shapes the
earth as he sees fit – changing deserts to lush gardens,
and gardens to deserts. Deep Time existed long
before man, and will continue long after man, or so
we are told. Again, these are characteristics that are
rightly attributed only to God (Acts 17:26, Job 42:2,
Isaiah 46:10, Isaiah 45:7, Amos 3:6, Acts 17:25, 1
Timothy 6:13, Job 1:21, Isaiah 51:3, 43:19-20,
Genesis 13:10, Deuteronomy 29:23, Genesis 17:1,
Deuteronomy 33:27, Isaiah 43:10, Revelation 22:13).
But according to his disciples, nothing is too
difficult for Deep Time! He is able to do any miracle!
Consider this famous quote from Dr. George Wald,
“Time is the hero of the plot. … Given so much time,
the impossible becomes possible, the possible
becomes probable, the probable becomes virtually
certain. One only has to wait; time itself performs
the miracles.” Yes, the gradual evolution of dust into
people may seem impossible. But with Deep Time,
all things are possible! He is the “hero of the plot!”
Compare this with the characteristics associated with
the biblical God (Matthew 19:26, Jeremiah 32:17).

(2) Disciples of Deep Time worship him with
reverence and awe. They may deny this with their
words, but their actions indicate that they do cherish
this god above all others. This makes sense: if indeed
Deep Time does have the powers and abilities that
his disciples attribute to him, then he should be
worshiped. Such worship takes place in the schools
and universities, where Deep Time’s wonderful works
are praised all the day long.
The worship of Deep Time is found in many a
science textbook too. Sandwiched in between the
discussions of science will be stories about the amazing
feats of Deep Time. A little science here, and an
amazing story there. Although Deep Time has nothing
to do with science, often the science and the stories
are interleaved such that it can be difficult to tell
where one begins and the other ends! The mixture
makes for an entertaining, though deceptive read.
Devotees take their religion very seriously. Deep
Time must not be questioned. That would be sacrilege!
Those who fail to worship at the altar of Deep Time
are ridiculed, and face being expelled from the
classroom. Textbooks that fail to acknowledge the
supreme lordship of Deep Time are not likely to be

But Deep Time is a cruel, uncaring creator. He
creates billions of organisms, only to slaughter
them off at a whim. He does not care about justice
or love, and is merciless and arbitrary in his
judgments.
used, or even published. Those who wish to work
as professors must swear allegiance to Deep Time
and His servant Evolution if they want to be hired.
(3) Deep Time is manmade. The concept of vast
ages of prehistory is not something that has been
revealed to us by the Living God, nor recorded by
the history books of men. Rather, it is an invention
of man to account for the characteristics of our present
world without invoking biblical history. The modern
version of Deep Time can be traced back to James
Hutton – a medical doctor who lived in the 18th
century. His ideas were further popularized by Charles
Lyell in the early 19th century. However, this is
merely a re-imagining of a much older idea. A number
of ancient cultures believed that the Earth was
significantly older than the biblical timescale.
(4) Deep Time is not the Living God. Nor is Deep
Time an aspect of God, a creation of God, or an ally
of God. Deep Time exists only as a concept, created
by the mind of men. He has no literal existence.
Although his disciples ascribe to him many of the
characteristics of the biblical God, it is clear that Deep
Time is fundamentally different than the God of the
Bible.
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The biblical God is love (1 John 4:8). The biblical
God is righteous, just, and merciful. He made a
perfect world with no pain or death, a world that
was corrupted by Adam’s sinful actions. God punishes
evil, as any good judge will do. However, God is so
full of love and mercy, that He has extended
forgiveness to all who will trust in Him. He has paid
the penalty for their treason by dying on a cross in
their place, and will undo the curse of death by
resurrecting everyone.
But Deep Time is a cruel, uncaring creator. He
creates billions of organisms, only to slaughter them
off at a whim. He does not care about justice or love,
and is merciless and arbitrary in his judgments. He
creates using death and pain, and does not listen to
the cries of anguish of his creations. He punishes the
innocent along with the guilty, and rewards evil and
good alike. There is no forgiveness or mercy to be
found in Deep Time – only the certainty of death.
This last characteristic deserves special attention.
For the biblical God, death is an enemy that was
introduced by Adam’s sin: an enemy that God
Himself will destroy (1 Corinthians 15:21, 25-26).
But death is Deep Time’s ally and servant. Evolution
works through death. Progress is made incrementally

No man can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24).
Those Christians who want to believe in Deep Time
along with the biblical God are being dreadfully
inconsistent.
by the slaughtering of billions of creatures, so that
one may gain a slight improvement. What a sadistic
and inefficient process that Deep Time has chosen!
I can only say that I’m grateful to the Living God that
Deep Time doesn’t actually exist. What a horrible
god he would be!
Since Deep Time is so contrary in nature and
actions to the God of Scripture, it is disappointing
that many Christians attempt to honor and serve
both of them. There are those who teach that God
used Deep Time to create the universe, in stark
contrast to God’s own revelation of creation. They
claim that God used billions of years of death and
suffering to get the world to be the way He wanted
it (apparently unaware that death is an enemy of
God, and one that was introduced as a punishment
for Adam’s sin.) It’s not that modern Christians want
to give up the True God. Rather, they simply want
to add another god, one who is contrary in nature
and actions to the Living God. Unfortunately, this
type of syncretism has been a common failing in
God’s people.
Consider the Israelites. Their main struggle was
not with giving up God completely, but with adding
other gods. They wanted to merge their beliefs with
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the pagan practices of the day, and worshiped and
served the gods of Canaan. This was totally
inappropriate, not only because the Canaanite gods
are fictitious inventions of the mind, but because
God alone deserves our worship and does not tolerate
idolatry. In the First Commandment, God states that
“You shall have no other gods before Me.” The phrase
translated “before Me” has the meaning of “in my
presence.” Scripture is clear: God alone is to be
worshiped as God (e.g. Matthew 4:9-10).
Remember reading of Baal? Baal was the Canaanite
god of weather and thunder. The Israelites often fell
into Baal worship, in violation of the First
Commandment. Elijah pointed out their absurd
inconsistency in 1 Kings 18:21, “How long will you
hesitate between two opinions? If the LORD is God,
follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” It was illogical
for the Israelites to attempt to serve two contrary
gods (and immoral). Are we any different today when
we try to add other gods to Christianity?
No man can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24).
Those Christians who want to believe in Deep Time
along with the biblical God are being dreadfully
inconsistent. They may claim that they serve the Lord
alone, but by their actions they reveal that Deep
Time is their primary god, and the Lord is secondary.
We can tell this by the way they handle Scripture.
For the Deep-Time-Christian, all Scripture is
interpreted in light of the dictates of Deep Time.
Thus, Deep Time is primary, and the Scriptures are
secondary. Indeed, if the Scriptures were primary,
then the individual would have to reject Deep Time
as a false god (Exodus 20:3, Isaiah 45:5-6) and
fictitious concept (Exodus 20:11)
It can be discouraging to see so many Christians
attempting to serve the pagan god Deep Time. It
often feels like the Christians who truly stand on
God’s Word are so very few. But we should remember
that Elijah was discouraged as well. In a time when
he was afraid for his life, and thinking that he was
the last faithful believer he cried out to God (1 Kings
19:14). But the Lord responded, “Yet I will leave
7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to
Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him.” (1
Kings 19:18). Think of this the next time you are
discouraged about the rampant compromise within
the Church. How many more Christians has the Lord
kept for Himself who have not bowed the knee to
Deep Time?
Dr. Jason Lisle is a Christian astrophysicist who
researches issues pertaining to science and the
Christian Faith. A popular speaker and author,
Dr. Lisle presents a rational defense of a literal
Genesis, showing how science confirms the
history recorded in the Bible.
https://biblicalscienceinstitute.com
Used with permission.
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March 1992
Last year the Church Review (Classis Qld’s
magazine) had an excellent editorial on
What’s Happening to our Family Meal
Times? The Editor, John Westendorp
expressed his concerns about our vanishing family meal times. “What is worse,” he
says, “is that our family devotions have
fallen victim to this new style of family
gathering.” I can’t agree more. Last year
we had a visitor at our table who had travelled extensively throughout the country
collecting data for a certain project. He
visited a large number of our church families and had his meals with them. When I
closed the table with Scripture reading
and prayer, he was amazed. He thought
this practice had died out in our churches.
He had visited quite a large number of
families and ours was the first home where
he found the practice of family devotions
still intact. He was a second-generation
renegade who had been brought up in a
good Reformed family but had gradually
slipped into the secular world and succumbed to it.
Recently, when I renewed my membership at the local gymnasium, I mentioned
that over the years I had noticed that
many new members quickly disappeared
again. My instructor confided that 85% of
new members last less than a month.
“They groan and moan at how unfit they
are and what a struggle it was to find the
money for the annual membership fee
and then they drop out within the
month,” he said. And he revealed with a
smirk, “They are our bread and butter.”
Spiritually and physically we seem to have
become quite unfit as a nation and pretty
good at playing spectator roles in church
and society.
The Golden Age group in our churches
is growing. More and more I read in the
vacuous bulletins about the need for
improved heating and better seating in the
churches and better quality sound systems.
Some of our buildings are even showing
signs of old age. Property management
committees are demanding more and more
money to keep the worship places in tiptop
condition. The first generation of
worshippers in our churches are gradually

taking a backseat. Of course there is nothing
wrong with that, as long as the younger
ones respect and honour them and
remember that “a grey head is a crown of
splendour, attained by a righteous life.” It
reminds me of the eighty year old Barzillai
who had provided for King David when he
fled from Jerusalem following his son
Absolom’s conspiracy to dethrone him.
David wanted him to come back with him
as adviser and settle in Jerusalem, but
Barzillai courteously declined and offered
him his son to help him with the restoration
of the nation after the short-lived revolution.
Auckland Presbytery saw a flurry of church
visitations completed before the end of
1991. Able and qualified men had been
chosen and conducted these visits in a
most commendable way. There had been
some complaints, I gather, as Presbytery
had been asked to stick to the rule “that
only experienced and competent office
bearers are to visit the churches.” Previously random volunteers offered their
“services” as others were not too keen to
give another evening of their precious
time to this task.
For many years Silverstream has accepted
the position of exclusive psalm singing in
worship services. Following an appeal by a
family in the church, the Wellington Presbytery recommended “that the Silverstream session should take the initiative in
instructing the congregation in the Biblical
view of hymnody in the worship of the
church. This must be done in a sensitive
and orderly manner which will preserve
the unity and goodwill in the congregation.” The Silverstream session will decide
on the timing and manner in which this
recommendation will be implemented in
the congregational teaching programme.
The practice of singing only from the Psalter in the worship services continues to be
operative.

May
It was close to midnight when the phone
rang at my wife’s bedside and a voice from
Nelson in the South Island asked me if I
was interested in escorting a group of

Americans, with all
but one couple being
members of the Christian
Reformed Churches, and take them
through this fair country of ours for three
whole weeks. I asked for twenty-four
hours to consider my answer and was glad
that Barry at the other end of the line
could not see the glint in my eyes. He
would have had the answer there and
then.
With a fortnight to go before the arrival
of this group in Auckland, I did some fast
reading on the history of our country,
memorised points of interest in each township
we would pass through, reduced my
ignorance on the flora and fauna and
packed my bags for this new venture in my
life. We had a marvellous time. Before
departure each morning, we met together
in one of the rooms of our hotel or motel
for a time of Scripture reading and prayer.
There was no travelling on the Sundays;
prior arrangements had been made for us
to stay in the homes of church members in
Mangere for the first weekend, then in
Nelson and the last Sunday with folk in
Dunedin. Together We worshipped and
sang our praises from the same Psalter
Hymnal. What a feast it was. The money
saved by staying in the various homes went
to these churches for causes like Christian
schools and such like. Altogether it was a
memorable experience.
The flip side of the coin is to find oneself
with a backlog of work, like writing the next
Letter from New Zealand. But that is a minor
detail compared to enjoying the beauty of
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one’s country, fellowshipping with believers
from elsewhere and making new friends.
I read in the Avondale bulletin that a
Korean Reformed Church of New Zealand is being established in Auckland.
About 25 Koreans are presently worshipping each Sunday afternoon in the
Avondale church. Over the years, the
Avondale church has also hosted a group
of Niue Island Christians who have gradually been integrated into their membership. They still worship in their mother
tongue. Just recently, in Hamilton, a

number of Dutch speaking members and
family from overseas were once more
treated to a Dutch service. It is quite obvious that we are on the road to becoming
a multi-national, multi-racial denomination. And that is great!
“No one shall take any office upon himself
without having been lawfully called
thereto.” This rule comes directly from the
Word of God (Hebrews 5:4). The Lord has
also set some conditions in His Word as
we find them in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.
These are the requirements for the office

of elders and deacons. One of our sessions
decided to postpone the voting for office
bearers as it had come to their attention
that quite a few members of their congregation were inclined to vote according to
certain “issues of the day”, rather than the
biblical mandate as given in Timothy and
Titus. It may sound odd in this day and
age, but I must commend this session for
their courage to obey the Word of God
rather than follow the inclinations and
desires of men.
Abridged

Focus on faith
LETTERS OF JOHN NEWTON

if tribulations abound – consolations shall
abound likewise.
Is it not happiness – to have an infallible
Guide, an invincible Guard, an almighty
Friend! To be able to say of the Maker of
heaven and earth, “He is my Beloved, my
Shepherd, my Saviour, and my Husband!”

You have lately
been in the
furnace!
“Here on earth you will have many trials
and sorrows!” John 16:33
Dear friend,
You have lately been in the furnace –
and are now brought safely out. I hope you
have much to say of the grace, care, and
skill of the great Refiner, who watched over
you; and that you have lost nothing but
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dross. Let this experience be treasured up
in your hearts for the use of future times.
Other trials will come – but you have found
the Lord faithful to His promise, and have
good encouragement to trust Him again.
I doubt not, but you will have your share
of trials; but when the love of God is shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, it
sweetens what bitter things the Lord puts
into our cup, and enables us to say, “None
of these things move me!”
Yes, the life of faith is a happy life, and
if attended with conflicts – there is an
assurance of victory;
if we sometimes get a wound – there is
healing balm near at hand;
if we seem to fall – we are raised again;
and

Oh the peace that flows from believing …
that all events in which we are concerned,
are under His immediate disposal;
that the hairs of our head are all numbered;
that He delights in our prosperity;
that there is a need-be, if we are in
heaviness, and
that all things shall surely work for our good!
How happy to have such views of God’s
sovereignty, wisdom, love, and faithfulness
– as will enable us to meet every painful
dispensation with submission, and to look
through the changes of the present life – to
that unchangeable inheritance to which the
Lord is leading us, when all evil shall cease,
and where joy shall be perfect and eternal!
“He will wipe every tear from their
eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away!”
Revelation 21:4

Focus on the Christian life
ALISTAIR BEGG

Recovering the
Priority of Personal
Holiness
“If the Word does not dwell with power in
us,” wrote Puritan John Owen, “it will not
pass with power from us” (The Works of
John Owen, vol. 16, p. 76.). This godly
minister personified this truth in his personal life and public ministry more than
three centuries ago. For years he carried
the message of Jesus Christ into the
trenches of a culture as chaotic as our own
while simultaneously dealing with the
death of his wife and all eleven of his children. John Owen was no ivory tower
theologian, but rather a zealous pastor
who worked to the brink of exhaustion to
further the work of the Reformers. He is
remembered for shining gospel light into
the spiritually dark arenas of politics and
academia. And his love of Scripture was
clearly and forcefully articulated from the
variety of pulpits into which God called
him.
Yet what gave John Owen success in
ministry was not so much his oratory skill,
nor his evangelistic zeal, nor even his love
for the people he shepherded. John Owen
was used mightily by God in all these ways
because he was a man characterized by
personal holiness. And in an age when the
church is emulating the world, where it is
no longer distinguishable from our pleasureoriented culture, the example of John Owen
shines like a beacon on a stormy night.
Let’s consider whether we have allowed
contemporary culture to infiltrate our minds
and hearts. Have we inverted Christ’s desire
that the church be in the world by bringing
the world into the church instead? If we
take an honest look, perhaps we’ll discover
that we are contributing to this trend. Rather
than relying solely on the sufficiency of
God’s Word, are we employing counsellors
in our churches who apply worldly
methods of psychological analysis to address
felt needs? Have we adopted worldly
means to reach the seekers who sit skeptically
in the back pews rather than offering them

the truths of the Gospel and the Christian
life? Faithful teaching of God’s Word is
vanishing. Are we among the number that
have replaced preaching with elaborate
drama productions aimed at entertaining?
In terms of covenantal relationships, the
rate of divorce and remarriage reflects
societal statistics. Where do we stand on
this issue? The church has become tolerant
of all kinds of biblical compromise, casting
aside principles that Owen and his
contemporaries would have given their lives
to protect and defend.
Unlike Owen, we are in danger of falling
prey to the belief that without entertainment
and other-worldly concessions, no one will
want what Jesus offers. Let’s not forget the
exchange, in the nineteenth chapter of
Matthew’s gospel, between Jesus and the
rich young ruler when Jesus told the man
the realities of true discipleship. As the rich
man realized that personal sacrifice is
required to live in God’s kingdom, he
walked away. What did Jesus do? He did
not do what many churches do today: run
after the man in an effort to make the Gospel
more appealing. No, Jesus let him go,
because the only terms on which anyone
can truly follow Christ are God’s terms.
Owen engaged the culture without
capitulating to it because his chief desire
was to reflect God’s purity in his life and
ministry. He remained faithful in his preaching
to the truths of Scripture – even in the face
of life-threatening persecution – because
of his commitment to holiness. People
flocked to hear Owen preach because he
reflected God’s character. Owen wrote, as
noted in Peter Toon’s book God’s Statesman:
The Life and Work of John Owen: “I hope
I may own in sincerity that my heart’s desire
unto God, and the chief design of my life
… are, that mortification and universal
holiness may be promoted in my own life
and in the hearts and ways of others, to the
glory of God, so that the gospel of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ may be adorned
in all things” (p. 56).
I fear that personal holiness is not a
priority within the church – even among its
leaders – as it was in the days of the
Puritans. Many ministers are often nowadays
more concerned with visual growth and
success than with cultivating personal purity.
That was certainly not the case with John

Owen. Rather than devoting much time to
developing innovative amusements for the
worship hour, Owen made private
communion with God a top priority. He
understood why the apostle Paul wrote:
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is
– his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Rom.
12:2). The Word of God is the means
employed by the Holy Spirit to transform
us into the image of Christ, so if preaching
and evangelism are to be effective, private
communion with God in His Word must
be more important than discovering the
latest ministry technique. Owen wrote that
“whatever else be done in churches, if the
pastors of them, or those who are so
esteemed, are not exemplary in gospel
obedience and holiness, religion will not
be carried on and improved among the
people” (Works, vol. 16, p. 88).
Yet holiness isn’t just a necessity for
ministers. If the church is to recover its
distinctiveness, holiness is a requirement
for each individual member. Hebrews
12:14 says,“Make every effort to live in
peace with all men and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the Lord.” Unless
we recover this emphasis on holiness, how
will the world look in and be able to see
the Jesus we profess? Evangelistic efforts will
ring hollow if such efforts are not
accompanied by personal purity.
Alistair Begg
Dr. Alistair Begg is senior pastor of Parkside
Church in Cleveland, Ohio, and host of
Truth For Life. He is author of The Hand of
God.
First published in Tabletalk Magazine,
an outreach of Ligonier.
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Focus on books

Money, Debt, and Finances: Critical
Questions and Answers
by Jim Newheiser. P&R, 2021.
Paperback, 328 pages, $15.00.
Reviewed
by OP elder Matthew R. Miner
The Lord supplies pastors and teachers as
gifts to the church. Dr. Jim Newheiser,
himself a gospel minster, professor, and
counselor, makes his own gift to the
church with this magisterial “systematic
theology of money.”
Newheiser brings a unique perspective.
A self-described “financial junkie,” when
he sensed an internal call to the ministry as
a young man, he received advice from
mentors to develop marketable skills alongside
his ministry skills. Newheiser earned his
bachelor’s degree in business and began
work as a consultant to the oil industry in
Saudi Arabia – where he also pastored an
underground church! This unique path had
two outsize results. First, Newheiser’s
income during his business career funded
his future seminary education and provided
a financial cushion for his family during lean
times in ministry. Second, he observed
people around him, including professional
colleagues in Saudi Arabia as well as family,
friends, and fellow pastors back home,
struggling with decisions related to personal
finances. These experiences led Newheiser
to write Money, Debt, and Finances.
(Newheiser shared more of this story with
the reviewer in an interview which aired
August 18, 2021, on the Work Pants Finance
podcast.)
The book has three goals. First, to help
believers glorify God in all things, including
money. Second, to share financial wisdom
“grounded in faithful biblical exegesis and
rooted in sound theology.” Third, to “serve
as a reference for individuals and counselors
to discover the Bible’s answers and apply
them to … financial problems … that
people face today” (xvii). The book succeeds
in its aims.
Biblical truth suffuses the book: The
earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof
(Ps. 24); God charged mankind with
stewardship of his creation (Gen. 2); sin
and the fall cause all suffering, including
financial suffering (Gen. 3); Jesus became
poor for our sakes (2 Cor. 8).
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Newheiser dives deep in five sections:
General [biblical money] Principles, Acquiring
Money, Spending Money (including biblical
generosity), Debt, and Preparing for the
Future. Each section is loaded with dozens
of biblical texts addressing prosaic questions
on myriad issues including tax, debt and
cosigning within families, budgeting, seeking
cash discounts, the notion of private
property, sins of greed and covetousness,
how to think about multilevel marketing in
local churches, and much more. Topics are
addressed in a question-and-answer format.
For most, the book will not make great
beach reading, and Newheiser states that
it’s intended as a reference. The table of
contents, appendices, recommended
resources, index of Scripture, and index of
subjects and names are excellent and reflect
Newheiser’s care as an author and academic.
My only criticism is that while the tone is
always kindhearted, the book is light on
pathos. In my experience it helps to combine
emotion with logic when talking to people
about money, an emotional topic.
Mercifully, Scripture makes its own appeal,
and there’s a lot of Scripture here. Ministers,
elders, deacons, and church members who
reference or read Money, Debt, and Finances
will be blessed by biblical answers to their
money questions and abundant proof of
just how much God’s Word says on this
topic.
New Horizons, November 2021

Faith in the Son of God: The Place of
Christ-Oriented Faith Within Pauline
Theology
by Kevin W. McFadden. Crossway,
2021. Paperback, 304 pages, $22.49
(Amazon)
Reviewed by OP minister and
professor J. V. Fesko
The church has historically taught that the
key to salvation is “faith in Christ,” but in
the last two decades some New Testament scholars have argued that this view is
incorrect. Instead, these scholars maintain
that the Bible teaches that sinners are
saved by the “faith” or “faithfulness of
Christ.” Does Paul say that the righteousness of God comes “through faith in Jesus

Christ” (Rom. 3:22, emphasis added), or
that righteousness comes “through the
faithfulness of Jesus Christ”? Is Christ the
object of our faith, or is he the one who
gives us an example of faith to follow?
Kevin McFadden enters this debate and
argues that Paul presents Jesus as the one
in whom we must believe to be saved:
Christ is the object of our faith.
McFadden ably defends the church’s
historic understanding that Paul writes of
the necessity to have faith in Jesus, to
believe in him. Among the many passages
that he examines, McFadden surveys eight
texts where the disputed phrase occurs in
Paul’s letters: ek pisteos, dia pisteos, en
pistei . . . te tou uiou tou theou, for example
(Rom. 3:21–26; Gal. 2:15–21; Phil. 3:2–
11) (183–238). He convincingly shows that
Paul writes of the need for faith in Christ.
He exegetes Romans 4:18–21 and proves
that Paul speaks of Abraham’s faith as both
belief and trust in the promises of God
(130). And in passages such as Galatians
2:16 – “Yet we know that a person is not
justified by works of the law but through
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be
justified by faith in Christ and not by works
of the law” – McFadden shows that Paul
does not speak of Christ’s faith or faithfulness
but of the necessity for a faith in Jesus. More
specifically, given that Paul employs a result
clause, “We also have believed in Christ
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in
Christ,” faith causes our justification (110).
McFadden makes this claim because some
proponents of the faith-of- Christ view argue
that the believer’s faith and the reception
of righteousness only coincide rather than
stand in a cause-and-effect relationship
(133). McFadden later helpfully qualifies
his claim that faith causes justification by
appealing to the common Aristotelian
distinctions, namely, that faith is the
instrumental cause and that the work of
Christ is the material cause of our salvation.
McFadden also examines other relevant
passages of Scripture that employ conceptual
parallels to faith in Christ, such as “calling
on the name of the Lord” (167–170) and
“hoping in Christ” (170–174) to show that
Paul’s consistent theme is that Jesus is the
object of our faith. But McFadden also
carefully explains that just because Jesus is
the object of our faith does not turn
salvation into a system that focuses upon
human faith, in other words, a salvation
that is man-centered. Rather, Paul’s point
is that faith directs us to the grace of God
given in Christ – our faith is ultimately Christfocused (249–250).

McFadden writes a technical but
nevertheless engaging book and defends
the important truth that Christ is the object
of our faith. Ministers who want to stay
abreast of the latest challenges to historic
catholic teaching on the doctrine of salvation
do well to read it.
New Horizons, November 2021

Trusting God in the Darkness: A
Guide to Understanding the Book of
Job
by Christopher Ash. Crossway, 2021.
Paperback, 160 pages, $14.99
(Amazon).
Reviewed by editor Danny Olinger.
In his treatment of the book of Job, Trusting God in the Darkness, Christopher Ash,
writer-in-residence at Tyndale House in
Cambridge, sees Job’s opening two
chapters with its four markers as the key to
understanding its message. The first
marker is that Job really is blameless. He is
not perfect, but with integrity and uprightness he fears God. The second marker is
that Satan has real influence. Satan
appears before God challenging the belief
that there are people that worship God
aright. The third marker is that the Lord is
sovereign. The fourth marker is that the
Lord gives sobering permissions. Satan
replies to the Lord that Job still has his
health but if the Lord takes that away from
him, Job will curse him. The Lord allows
Satan to proceed, the only condition
being that he may not kill Job. Ash encourages the reader moving through the
remaining thirty-nine chapters to keep
these markers in mind along with the
question, “Will Job prove to be a real
believer?”
One chapter that Ash highlights in answer
to that question is Job 3 with its harsh reality
that a believer can go through despair and
desperation. Job is not being punished for
his sin, but rather, because he is a believer,
he suffers deep loss – physical, social,
emotional, and spiritual loss. Job does not
understand what is happening to him, but
he knows that his hope is found in God
alone. “Though he slay me, I will hope in
him” (Job 13:15).
In chapters 4 to 27, Job and his friends
have a great fight as his friends believe that
all suffering must be because of sin, and
conversely, all blessing must be because of
goodness. In their view, undeserved suffering
would be a threat to the moral foundations
of the universe. Either God is not supreme
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and in control, or he is not fair.
This logic undergirds the theology of the
friends, but Job 1 and 2 are clear that Job
is not being punished for sin. The result is
that “the comforters turn religion into an
impersonal vending-machine formula”
(58). Hope for the promised future replaced
by living for the present; no prayer to the
unseen God, but only moralizing; no love
for people in pain, only “well-swept”
answers (58).
Ash maintains that against the friends’
faulty wisdom is the cross of Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the blameless believer attacked by
Satan. In the garden of Gethsemane, the

three disciples with him could not watch
with him even one hour (Mark 14:37). Ash
argues that “in the darkness and
God-forsakenness of those terrible hours of
lonely agony, the sufferings of Job are
transcended and fulfilled. And as the
blameless believer accused and despised
by men but finally vindicated by God in
the resurrection, Jesus fulfills the drama and
longing of Job for justification” (141).
Job’s confidence is in this Redeemer
who would go to the cross and be raised
from the dead (“I know that my Redeemer
lives, and at the last he will stand upon the
earth,” Job 19:25). Because Job is about

Jesus, Ash contends that it is also derivatively
about every person in Christ. Every believer
who would seek to follow after Christ must
be prepared to suffer.
Job 42 anticipates the return of Jesus
Christ. With his coming again, there is
blessing. Short of that day, the normal
Christian life is warfare and waiting. God
loves, humbles, and justifies his own, all in
the here and now. Ash concludes, then,
that “the book of Job is not about Job, but
about God – his character, sovereignty,
justice, goodness, and yes, even his love”
(139).
New Horizons, November 2021

opportunities to work through her very
real struggles before making any
permanent changes, including her name
or pronoun usage.
Unfortunately, the school disregarded
the objections of her parents, and officials
said they would refer to her by whatever
name or pronoun she chose, without first
informing her parents or getting their
consent.
Treated as an afterthought or a
problem, the parents were ultimately
forced to withdraw their daughter from
her school to protect her and preserve
their God-given, constitutionally protected
parental role.
On November 17, after sending a letter
outlining their concerns, which went
unanswered, the parents had no choice
but to file a lawsuit against the district.
ADF attorneys serve as co-counsel for the
two families along with Wisconsin Institute
for Law & Liberty. Additionally, another
couple has joined the lawsuit against the
district to make sure the same thing doesn’t
happen to their children.
Even experts in the psychiatric field
argue that parents are an integral part of
a child’s health decisions.
Dr. Stephen B. Levine, a Distinguished
Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric
Association, stated that “social transition”
of children is an experimental therapy that
exposes vulnerable children to dangerous
and lifelong physical, social, and mental

health risks. Dr. Levine notes in an expert
affidavit that “[a]t a minimum, informed
consent of parents is essential …”
The Kettle Moraine School District’s
policy disregards expertise like Dr. Levine
and parents’ long-recognized rights and
responsibilities, and instead takes
life-altering decisions out of parents’
hands and places them with educators,
who are not experts.
The school district and officials are
substituting their own controversial
ideology for basic biological reality – a
harm that goes far beyond simple pronoun
usage. Schools cannot even give students
aspirin or basic medication without
parental consent, yet in this case, officials
are overruling the expressed desire of
parents regarding the health of their child.
The notion that a school could ignore
the stated wishes of parents, particularly
on controversial issues and the well-being
of a child, should concern parents
everywhere.
Attorneys for the parents (including an
Alliance Defending Freedom attorney), in
their letter to the district, quoted a relevant
case in which school officials interfered
with the parenting of a child: “It is not
educators, but parents who have primary
rights in the upbringing of children. School
officials have only a secondary responsibility
and must respect these rights.”
Additionally, the letter notes that
according to Wisconsin law, minor children
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Wisconsin parents sue
school district to protect
right to care for children
Dustin Hobbs
What role do parents play in deciding
the medical and psychological care of
their children? Do school officials have
the right to supersede the authority and
stated intent of parents when it comes to
some of the most important decisions
regarding their children?
Those are the questions at the heart
of a lawsuit two sets of Wisconsin parents
have filed against the Kettle Moraine School
District in Wisconsin.
So what happened?
Having a teen or pre-teen child struggle
through anxiety and depression is a
challenge that many families are burdened
with. Often it takes years of expert care
and effort to find success in dealing with
complex issues that impact mind, body,
and spirit.
One of the Wisconsin couples was
striving to work through such a problem
with their 12-year-old daughter, who was
pushed by a counselling program to say
she wanted to be a boy. Her parents,
understanding her needs and long-term
health best, desired to provide her more
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cannot legally change their name, or
change their name in school records,
without parental consent, yet that is
exactly what the school officials attempted
to do.
The bottom line is that parents know
their children best, and they do not
surrender their parental role when they
send their children to school. Ignoring
biological realities has consequences,
and parents have a right to protect their
minor children from those costs, which
can be permanent.
Dustin Hobbs serves as the Senior
Digital Copywriter & Editor at Alliance
Defending Freedom

Mob storms church and
threatens pastors with
death in Sri Lanka
On 6th March, a large mob led by
Buddhist monks forcibly entered the
Mercy Gate Chapel in the Galle District
in Sri Lanka and demanded that the
pastor shut down the church. The mob
also threatened the pastor with death if

he failed to comply with their demands.
Two members of the mob then attacked
a congregant who was present during
the incident. The congregant was
injured in the attack and later hospitalised with injuries.
According to reports, around 20 police
officers including the officer-in-charge
(OIC) of the area police station were at
the scene during the incident. The mob,
however, remained on the church
premises despite the OIC stating that the
church could not be closed down without
a legal order. Also, a group of monks and
the OIC then proceed to inspect the
church. Subsequently, the monks
declared to the mob that the church was
illegitimate following which, they
dispersed from the scene.
Since 2010, Christian groups have
reported over 1000 incidents of religious
liberty violations against churches in Sri
Lanka. According to a recent research
publication, during 2020 and 2021,
negative State involvement was reported
in 70 percent of incidents of Christian
religious liberty violations.
WEA Religious Liberty Prayer News

Pastor abducted and
beaten in India
On 25th February, Hindu extremists
accused a pastor of forcible conversions, assaulted him and then tied him
to a post at a roadside in South Delhi.
As seen in a video posted on the incident on social media, a large mob
gathered around him, taunted the
pastor and assaulted him repeatedly. It
is reported that the Hindu extremists
initially beat up the pastor around four
miles away and then abducted him and
brought him to the Fatehpur Beri
Chowk crossroad in South Delhi.
According to reports, the police initially
refused to register a First Information
Report (FIR) and only proceeded to do
so after the media reported the incident.
However, the pastor has since been
denied a copy of the FIR or an update
on the investigations.
WEA Religious Liberty Prayer News

He waters
the hills from
His upper
chambers;
The earth is
satisfied with
the fruit of
Your works.
Psalm 104:13
Image by Carl Leenders
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