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I remember a previous pastor of mine mentioned that his father was not too
happy about him becoming a minister of the gospel. His father suggested that it
was a lazy job and insinuated that he also was lazy for choosing such a vocation.
Another minister who is known to me, said to those who sought the ministry, that
if there was something else they could do, then they should that instead. I believe
that he was suggesting that it was not an easy road to follow and that it would be
easier to do something else.
Both scenarios above are quite different, and both were faithful servants of the
Lord. It reminds me of some of the prophets of old. Was it not Moses who suggested
to the Lord that he was totally inadequate for the task? Remonstrate as he might,
he would go at the command of the Lord! And then there was Jeremiah who
complained to the Lord that he was but a youth and did not know how to speak.
He also went and spoke all the words that the Lord commanded him. “…You
shall speak.” In both cases, in fact, in all cases, the Lord sent prophets to His people
and they performed all that he commanded them to do. Even Jonah, try as he
might was compelled to fulfil the Lord’s will.
In some respects ministers of the gospel today are prophets of the Lord, in that
they bring God’s word to us through the preaching of His word both in teaching
and proclamation – “thus says the Lord”. And it seems to me, that those with
whom I have been acquainted, have felt that compulsion to preach God’s word
– a little like Paul the Apostle who stated “woe is me if I do not preach the gospel”,
and that is what I think we are witnessing again in our federation with the number
of young men entering into the gospel ministry. Christ is at work calling men to
serve Him as Prophets, Priests and Kings under His Lordship.
Currently, we have several men who are studying through the Reformed
Theological College, a vicar who is in the last stages of his vicariate and a few others
who have made known of their desire to enter into the ministry. All of these men
have and will go through a robust examination process which involves the sessions,
presbyteries and Synodical Deputies to ensure their suitability for such a lofty
calling.
We are pleased to present the profiles of five such students for the ministry,
which we hope will assist you in becoming familiar with them and their needs for
your continuing prayer. S.D.G.
Messrs Andrew Miller, Jack Ku, Freddy Minnee, Peter Haverland and Brett
Cooper all students for the ministry, provide us with profiles of themselves.
We take a look at Creation and Science and the problems that arise with faulty
presupositions.
Mr William Boekestein, (pastor of Immanuel Fellowship Church in Kalamazoo,
Michigan) writes about the churches duty of discipleship.

Copy Deadline:
Six weeks preceding the month of
publication. Church and family notices are
free, subject to sufficient space and editorial
acceptance.
All correspondence regarding distribution and
payment of subscriptions to:
The Secretary:
Mrs Nicola Wharekawa
Email: nicwhare@gmail.com
Subscription per volume:
$40.00 (eleven issues)
Bulk Rate: $40.00
Overseas: $60.00
Electronically Mailed (overseas only): $40.00

2

Faith in Focus

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand unless they expound the Biblical system of
doctrine contained in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of
Dordt, or the Westminster Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod
of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. On the other hand, care is taken to ensure
that articles and opinions do not directly contradict the official position of the Reformed
Churches as contained in the above sources without attention being called to that fact.
NB: In line with common publishing practice Faith in Focus reserves the right to publish
the names of all contributors with their articles, unless compelling reasons are given to
the editor for not doing so. This applies to both print and online versions.
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ANDREW MILLER
Katrina and I have been married for
twenty years and have five children, our
oldest is eighteen, our youngest is five. We
live in Oamaru and I have been studying
part time for eight years. I was approved as
a student for the Ministry at the beginning
of 2020 and am now studying as a fulltime distance student with the RTC. Lord
willing I plan to complete these studies at
the end of 2023. Given the significant cost
and the stage our older children have
reached, the intention is to complete
these studies as a distance student through
the RTC.
I am originally from Geelong (Australia)
and after school I trained as a textile
technologist completing a Technology
degree in 1998. In 1999 I moved to New
Zealand and managed a textile factory in
Timaru, (an hour north of Oamaru) and
specialised in wool management and
processing. Since moving to New Zealand
I have been a member of the Reformed
Church of Oamaru and following the closure
of the factory our family moved to Oamaru
(Katrina’s home-town). After moving I was
self-employed, running a handyman and
chimney sweep business for seven years.
Currently I am nearing the end of my third
term as an elder in the Oamaru church.
From a young age a call to serve in full
time ministry has always been part of my
life and it is something I have prayed about
and discussed with those closest to me for
many years. As an older student I often
think, “I should have done this years ago”,
but then I am quickly reminded that God’s
purpose is perfect in our lives. I find myself
grateful for the advice, the experiences and
the trials I have had and can now bring to
the work God has now given me to do. My
motivation is a passion for God’s word, a
love for his people and the integrity of a
reformed faith, the faith I had passed on to
me through my much loved parents. Perhaps
the most remarkable thing about being a
student is that I have found it to be a most
humbling experience. Personal weaknesses
are exposed, not only by the clarity of God’s
word but also by the example of both the
lecturing staff and fellow students. Working
through these frailties becomes a “must”,
not a “wish” or a “one day I will sort it”

kind of thing. Identifying weaknesses and
growing through them is not unique to
students for the ministry, it is the road we
all as believers walk, but as a student the
intensity and the urgency of dealing with
sin presses hard. Blessing comes as the grace
of God overcomes our weaknesses and
humility, as the arms of Jesus grow ever
wider.
The Covid 19 restrictions in Victoria
made online courses the only way to move
forward meaning that fellow students all
joined me as an on-line student. While my
studies have largely been unaffected this
trying period has highlighted to us all the
need for personal contact and interaction.
The RTC staff are clearly aware that
interaction is important and have a number
of provisions and resources established for
this on-line. Further, the teaching staff are
excellent at responding to questions and
talking through issues outside of the regular
class times. The pandemic has given rise to
the development of more of these
opportunities. Our prayers are that things
might return to normal, but we can also be
thankful for the lessons that have been
learned and the provisions that have been
made as a response. As a distance student
I have been blessed and encouraged
through the opportunities the RTC has
established but perhaps even more so
through the efforts of our local session
combined with the opportunities to lead
services and preach regularly in the other
South Island churches. As studies progress

The Miller family: Adriana, Madeleine,
Katrina, Andrew, Thomas, Hannah
and Jonathan.

it is my intention, Lord willing, to attend
short courses and programs presented by
the RTC.
The Oamaru congregation, combined
with support from other churches, provides
the funding for my study expenses while
Katrina works as a High School teacher
providing for the needs of our family. We
are thankful for the generosity many have
shown over the last two years and are
constantly reminded of the goodness of
God in providing everything we need, right
when we need it.
Mr Andrew Miller is a member of the
Oamaru Reformed Church.
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JACK KU
My family and I moved from Taiwan to
Auckland in 1992. And I was introduced
to an Evangelical Chinese church soon
after we moved to Auckland.
I was baptized at the age of 17 and
began serving in the youth group and
music ministry at the church. After
graduating from the AUT with a degree
in Spatial Design I worked for about a
year before sensing a call to mission work.
I joined the Operation Mobilization in
2005 and served onboard the ship Doulos
for two years as a missionary.
It was during this time of serving and
living with Christians around the world
that I was challenged in my knowledge
of God and in Christian living. I also began
to sense a burden to serve the Church in
a teaching and preaching capacity from
my ministry experiences on the ship.
After serving with the Doulos I
discerned a further call towards full-time
ministry. At the time I also sensed a need
for worship pastors in the Auckland. So,
between 2009 to 2013 I studied at the
Moody Bible Institute completing a degree
in Music Ministry with a voice emphasis.
I was then invited to come back to
Auckland to serve as an associate pastor
of the Auckland Mandarin Salvation
Church.
Throughout my time with the Doulos
and at the MBI and the AMSC, I began
to appreciate the Reformed theology from
preachers such Piper, Washer, McArthur,
and Sproul. I was convinced of the critical
role of the preaching and teaching
ministry in the church. And I began to
realize more and more my lack of training
in this area. I experienced a near burn-out
after five years of serving the AMSC and
took a break in 2018. I found the
Reformed Church of the North Shore
during this time and have been
participating in the fellowship and worship
of the RCNS since then. I was soon
encouraged to further my ministry training
at the RTC.
I have been a member of the RCNZ
since 2019 and have been serving as a
Ministry Training elder since August of
2020. And I have just finished my third
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year of study at the RTC.
God has been gracious in the way that
he has provided for me to settle in a new
church family and in the new ministry
training process. I have been encouraged
and supported by the generosity of
individuals and the RCNS. While I
continue to sense my inadequacies in the
ministry, I also continue to see the grace
of God in shaping me to be a better
instrument of service for his people.
Studying via distance learning has been
a good test of my time management skills
and discipline in general. But I am looking
forward to spending my final year of
training in Melbourne with the support
of fellow students and teachers at the
RTC.
Mr Jack Ku is a member of the
North Shore Reformed Church.

FREDDY MINNEE
My name is Freddy Minnee, and I am
a resident of a city famous for sunlight
(more particularly the lack of it),
Palmerston North. I live there with my
wife Sarah, and 6 children: Ella-Rose,
Jack, Milly, Vashti, Louis, and Margot.
My wife has taken on the added
challenge to home-school the children, which is seen by some as brave
and others crazy- perhaps it’s a little of
both.
I must confess, that growing up
perusing the occasional Faith in Focus,
I never expected to write an article for
an issue, let alone write one as a student
for the ministry!Yet, in God’s providence, I am now doing both.
I can’t say I ever expected to feel
the call to the ministry, certainly never
considered it as an option as I began
working as a police officer in south
Auckland at the ripe old age of 20. I
fully anticipated forging a career in the
Police, yet the Lord had other ideas.
After 4 years in Auckland, we moved
as a family to a posting in a rural town
40 minutes out of Palmerston North. It
was here that I first felt the pull to the
ministry and a growing dissatisfaction
in the police.
Initially I had a Jonah-like attitude
towards it. I tried everything I could to
run from it, because this is not what I
had planned for my life! I started aiming
for promotion or a change of roles in
the Police to regain a sense of purpose,
yet everywhere I turned, the doors of
opportunity seemed to slam in my face.
Over the next couple of years, the
Lord worked in my heart to change it,
from resentment, to acceptance, and
finally to excitement. As I examined
whether the Lord was indeed calling
me to the ministry, I was concerned
whether my sense of call came from
feeling directionless in the Police, so
decided to change careers and began
building.
Whilst I enjoyed building, the sense
of God’s call on my life grew, and after
four years building, I began studying last
year for the ministry. Due to all the
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uncertainty with Covid, it was decided
that I would study via distance through
the Reformed Theological College
(RTC) in Melbourne.
RTC’s model is well set up for
distance learning, and as a result, for
the ensuing chaos which Covid
wreaked upon the academic world in
2021. The most frustrating thing was
not being able to attend the intensives
in Melbourne. These are a weeklong
focus on a particular paper, designed
to bring all the students together from
where they are studying in Australia and
New Zealand.
This first year flew by, despite having
to learn Greek! Not being in Australia
certainly didn’t feel like too much of a
disadvantage, as remaining in New
Zealand has meant I haven’t had to
make all the changes from work-life to
studying in a different country all at
once. It also has allowed me to continue
my term as elder, which has certainly
been good preparation for the ministry.
As I begin my second year, it is
looking like another year affected by
Covid, but I am relishing the challenge
of learning more of God’s Wordespecially as I begin cramming in
anticipation of learning Hebrew.
Looking further ahead it is intriguing
to see what the Lord has in store for me
and my family. Will it be as a minister
of a church or in some other area of
God’s kingdom? I don’t know, but I do
know He will work things to His will,
and I am willing to go where He leads.
Mr Freddy Minnee is a member of
the Palmerston Reformed Church

PETER HAVERLAND
A couple of years ago I was in an office
holding a mug which said:
“I’m an
Engeneer
Engenere
Enginere
I’m good with Math”
Since the beginning of high school I
focused on becoming a structural
engineer. I had given some brief thought
to ministry when I was younger, but I
didn’t enjoy reading and was awful at
public speaking. Words were the enemy
and maths was the dream, so I pursued
structural engineering and never looked
back.
I finished a degree, got a job, became
chartered and was very happy in my job.
After seven years in the engineering industry
someone said to me over lunch “I think
you’ve got gifts for pastoral ministry.” I
thought this was a great joke and tried to
carry on with engineering. I had no desire
to change, but the new trajectory that
God had for my wife Annice and I kicked
in. I began to feel a strong pull away from
engineering and towards full-time pastoral
ministry. This was strange given that
structural engineering had always been
the dream, and even more bizarre
because I was always the kid with shaky
knees during speech competitions!
The next year involved lots of prayer
and discussions with family, friends,
session, and wise men and women in the
church to assess whether ministry is what
God had in store for us. Everyone had
valuable considerations on the joys and
struggles of the ministry: pastoral issues,
moving cities, lower pay, loneliness, long
hours, a ruthless and unforgiving calling
etc. There were certainly more negatives
listed than positives! Sometimes we
would be left wondering why anyone
would ever be a pastor. But an itch to
preach remained. I felt called to ministry
long before I was excited about it.
Through our conversations we also
were reminded of the blessings of spending
much time in God’s word, serving him in
his church, and the joy of sharing the

gospel with others through preaching and
pastoral care week after week. As time
developed, the appeal of full time ministry
grew because the simple joy of sharing
God’s word trumps all else. It was helpful
to discuss this with my Dad and other
pastors and hear their reflections. The
nuts and bolts of it is that we need pastors
in New Zealand and the only thing
holding me back was/is being plagued
with a sense of inadequacy. It was
encouraging (sort of) to hear that pastors
with 40 years experience feel the same
way each week.
Through this time I was strongly aware
of those in the Bible who weren’t up to
the task and tried to run away: Gideon,
Moses, Jonah etc. It turns out that God
equips everyone for the task he calls them
to – he’s just got more work to do with
some of us than others.
Through the whole process I’ve had
the top notch support of Annice who has
been fantastic. She has been encouraging,
down to earth, and very willing to accept
this new direction in our lives. In between
being a mum, Annice works as a forensic
researcher at ESR and enjoys almost any
and every craft. We recently welcomed
our daughter Ina into the world and we
have a Border Collie, called Delta, who
is 4 years old and was named before
coronavirus was a thing. Annice and I
have been married for eight years and we
live in Manurewa – a not-so-peaceful
area of South Auckland. Tramping in the
great outdoors and exploring New
Zealand’s big back yard is what keeps us
busy in the holidays.
We attend the Pukekohe Reformed
Church where we’ve been members for
over 17 years. It will be sad to leave here
one day. Over the last few years I’ve had
the privilege of serving as an elder which
has been a great experience.
By the time this is in print I’ll be starting
my second year at the RTC, studying
online. The studies have been challenging
and the courses are pastorally presented
by passionate lecturers who want to train
pastors, not just scholars. As with everyone,
the Covid-19 restrictions have meant a
lot of cancelled plans. For us this has
meant we’ve been unable to relocate to
Melbourne. The RTC has an excellent on-
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line system and so studying remotely
has not been an issue, although I’m
missing the face-to-face interactions
with lecturers and students. Studying is
more isolated when you stay within the
four walls of your house.
Through the studies I’ve been
encouraged to see how God fills,
provides and equips over time. I am
discovering a love for reading, adjusting
to a solo office life (much quieter than
the buzz of an engineering office) and
my knees have stopped shaking behind
the pulpit – mostly. I have also
developed a keen desire for pastoral
ministry and am excited by the prospect
of serving God in His church.
Despite its challenges, there is surely
no better calling than to be constantly
immersed in God’s Word, working with
His people, preaching and pastoring.
Looking ahead is both terrifying and
exciting. The path is unknown but lies
in God’s almighty hands. Each of us
goes in God’s strength, trusting in Him
to provide.
Mr Peter Haverland is a member of
the Pukekohe Reformed Church.
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BRETT COOPER
I’ve been asked to write about myself.
When I told my wife, she asked with
unsuppressed surprise, ‘by WHO?!!!…
WHY!!??’ I explained that I have been
asked to give a bit of an autobiography
outlining my path to ministry studies. I
am really happy to do that. Particularly if
it encourages you to pray regularly for
me and my family. The church is built on
the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God. My desire to study for
ministry arises from the conviction that
this confession is true. And the whole
world needs to hear about it. I don’t
want to drown you with facts about my
life. But I would love to refresh you with
some of the most valuable gifts God has
ever given to me and to ask that you
please pray for the Lord’s continued
blessing for His glory.
The value of a godly home
I grew up in a thatched hut. When I was
4 weeks old my parents took myself
and my older brother to a village in
PNG to do mission work amongst the
Kaimarae people (and the snakes and
scorpions!). My earliest pets were a
sugar glider, some baby crocodiles and
a bush dog named ‘Toora’ (dog). My

earliest nick-names were ‘Uvaaka’
(large-eyed possum) and ‘Parou’ (the
flour you bake bread/brett from!).
I also grew up in a house. When I was
five we returned to Brisbane Australia
where I had been born. Dad served on
the eldership of the Presbyterian
Reformed Church of Australia (PRCA)
who had commissioned us to PNG. Mum
loved us all as we grew to a family of five
kids. Dad had been a builder before being
called to missions. We lived in a little old
house that somehow became a bigger
newish looking place while we lived in
it!
I also grew up in a shack. When I was
ten my parents were called to missionary
work in Vanuatu. We lived for most of
that time in the last remaining building
left over from the first British hospital built
in the ‘New Hebrides’. The hospital had
been established in 1910 in honour of
the well-known Presbyterian missionary
John G. Paton. In fact, my mum had been
born to missionary parents in that hospital
some decades earlier.
I grew up in a godly home. By far –
that is the best place to grow up! My
parents didn’t just profess Christ – they
really loved Him. They served Him
joyfully. I don’t remember a day when
the gospel wasn’t held out to me and my
siblings in some form.

Please pray for my home. Ali and I have
6 children (aged 1-14). Please thank God
that each is demonstrating a softness to the
gospel and an appreciation for God’s
forgiveness when we sin against one
another.
The value of a godly habit
When I was fifteen Dad was called to be
the minister of the PRC in Auckland NZ.
Big cities and large schools contain
dangers that are worse than the bush! The
Lord was very faithful to me. Particularly,
He caused me to love His word. I didn’t
always understand it fully. I didn’t always
value it fully. But I wanted to read it
regularly. When I woke up and didn’t feel
like reading scripture, I tended to read it
anyway. I was in the habit. I believed God
would speak to me through it just as He
had promised. Habits begun in my
childhood were maturing and bearing
fruit. Worship was non-negotiable. Prayermeetings were a strain on the concentration but they were a joy. Youth group
was a priority and fun. Hospitality and
hymn singing were normal. The Lord’s
Spirit was showing me more of the
loveliness of Jesus.
Please pray that I will maintain good
habits in an increasingly complex life. Good
habits of reading and especially prayer
privately and with Alison and with our
children. Please pray for consistent study
habits that balance faithfully with my
responsibilities within the church and
home.
The value of a godly wife
I met my wife when we were thirteen.
Don’t worry we took a little longer to get
married! My family was passing through
Melbourne on furlough and Dad was
reporting on the missions work in
Vanuatu. Alison lived in Melbourne with
her parents and two older brothers. Her
Dad was an elder in the PRCA there. We
met at a youth group dress-up dinner. I
don’t remember a lot about Ali then. She
was pretty. The dress-ups were ‘interesting’. What was left of the KFC was cold.
But the fellowship was warm! I found out
later that Ali grew up in a very small
church. Just a handful of families. For most
of her life a faithful Sunday school teacher
had taught Alison in a class by herself
because there was no-one else her age!
Ali and I got to know each other better
over the course of some youth and church
camps (where else?!). We were married at
the age of 21 and will celebrate our 18th
anniversary in July (you do the math :). I
can honestly say that I love Alison more
every year. Her care. Her prayers. Her love
for 5 kids, home-schooled under Covid

lock-down, while baby Willow unfolds the
washing! Her support for me in my studies
towards ministry. Her desire to be an
increasingly more holy daughter of God.
Marriage is such a deep joy. The best thing
about our marriage has been witnessing the
truth that ‘a three-fold cord is not easily
broken’! God loves marriage. He created
it as a shadow of Christ’s love for His
church. The Spirit of Christ moves powerfully
in a godly marriage. He’s the one who
makes it a Godly marriage!
So please pray for our marriage. Please
thank God for increasing our love for each
other (I don’t think I thank God enough!).
The value of a godly church
I love the church. I love our church. It’s
funny because I have always loved the
church and I have always really loved our
church. Whichever one it was at the time.
I have been a member in three local
churches and through my childhood we
spent time commissioned to planting or
supporting a handful more. In 2011 Ali
and I joined Avondale Reformed Church.
Each true church is the tangible visible
place where Christ is. The church is
Christ’s body. I am not a member of a
club. I am an organ in Christ’s body.
Amputating myself from these local
members is never an option. Not just
because God placed me here to nourish
others … but because I was specifically
placed here to be sustained by Christ’s
love at work in and through them. At each
point in my life, I can see how the Lord
has blessed me through the members of
His body. The church is the family and
household of God. God designed family
to reflect the love He shares within
Himself as one, triune God – Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. In a broken sinful world,
families are loving, fun … annoying …
infuriating … But family is family. There
are just so many ways that my brothers
and sisters in Christ enrich my christian
walk through their encouragement,
rebukes, correction, instruction and
example. How can we not love family …
and especially God’s family?!
Ever since childhood I have seriously
considered the ministry. Was it because my
Dad and both grandfathers were ministers?
Is it because every Christian young man
should consider the way that the gospel
might shape his service as an office-bearer
in the church? I began distance study
through RTC in 2012 part-time while
running a busy Osteopathic clinic. Again,
the value of a godly church has been much
appreciated as I have been surrounded by
Christians whose feedback and guidance
have helped to direct me towards ministry

study. The Avondale congregation elected
me to the eldership in 2015. In 2017 I was
encouraged by session to pursue ministry
and in 2018 I was officially approved by
Presbytery as a student for the ministry. Ali
and I have closed our clinic and are now
living on the generosity of so many of you
who love us and love the gospel – thank
you!!
One of the unsettling things about the
prospect of ministry is that it can tear you
away from church family/ body parts (!)
that you love. We are trying to prepare
ourselves for that. Please pray for us in this
regard. Please pray that we will trust God’s
love to pull us away only when and how
He wishes. And that we will trust His wisdom
to place us in the local body and family He
already has sorted for us. Please pray that
we will love the church. And that we will
love our church.
Thank you … don’t stop!
As I said at the beginning: the church is
built on the confession that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. But in order for
anyone to make that confession, they
need to hear the gospel good news. The
good news is that Jesus is the ‘Christ’:
anointed as Prophet to speak the plain
truth of God to us; anointed as Priest to
bear the guilt and punishment of our sins
so that we don’t have too; anointed as
King who reigns with winsome power to
protect His people and punish His
enemies. That is the great value of the Son
of God, our Saviour! Thank you for your
prayers and support for myself and my
family as I study in preparation to bear
witness to that good news in whichever
way the Lord has planned for us.
Mr Brett Cooper is a member of the
Avondale Reformed Church.
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Focus on creation and science
MARGARET HELDER

On DNA and how
“things are seldom what
they seem”

Sometimes we forget that scientists like to
be amused just as much as other
individuals, and the illustration in the
November 20/08 issue of Nature is
certainly amusing. You see five ducks
swimming serenely in a row. Above the
water line, they are all identical but below
the surface one duck is propelled along by
a massive tricycle, one has extremely long
legs with webbed feet, one has normal
legs, one is propelled by a motorized
propeller and the last one sits serenely on
top of a gigantic octopus.
It all makes one think of the sentiments
expressed by “Little Buttercup” in the English
operetta H.M.S. Pinafore. She warbles:
Things are seldom what they seem,
Skim milk masquerades as cream …
Black sheep dwell in every fold
All that glitters is not gold.
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The amusing illustration in the Nature
article, was actually promoting a similar
idea. Organisms may look similar on the
outside, it declares, but on the inside, their
genetic information may be vastly different.
Why does this matter? Well, it is certainly
contrary to evolutionary expectations.
Defying expectations
As scientists first started building up a
database of DNA coding in various
organisms, they knew what they expected
to find. Based on evolution theory, they
expected that organisms that seemed to
have a close evolutionary relationship
would exhibit similar DNA codes, and
those with a remote connection would
show much different collections of code.
In previous generations, scientists
looked for similarities in form and function

When scientists appeal
to chance for an
explanation, it means
that they have no
explanation.
among organisms to draw conclusions about
evolutionary relationships. Thus catlike
animals would all be placed in the same
group. Obviously the experts expected that
the results of DNA coding studies would
reflect the relationships already established
on the basis of similarity in shape and biology.
But often that’s not what happened.
The illustration of the ducks, so similar
above the water line, represents the form
and function of organisms. The vastly
different controlling mechanisms below the
water represent the here-to-fore hidden
differences in the DNA controls inside
organisms.
The first sign of unfulfilled evolutionary
expectations was when the DNA from a
spectrum of organisms was compared.
Often the most similar DNA coding was
not found among organisms that looked
the most similar.
Similar appearance ≠ similar
DNA?
This discovery can also be compared to an
adult assembling two children’s toys. The
first box is opened and various component
parts fall out along with an instruction
sheet. The brave parent duly sets to work
and assembles the toy.
Now imagine a second box is opened
and a similar toy needs to be assembled.
The parent thinks this one should be easy,
but alas, he discovers the component parts
are all differently shaped and the instructions
are different too.
However in due course the second toy
is assembled, and it looks and works much
like the first toy. If the parent didn’t know
that the insides of the two toys were very
different, he might have thought they came
from the same company. But after seeing
the instruction sheet and all the parts, the
parent realizes that these two toys must
have come from totally separate sources.
Even if the first company had wanted to
produce a slightly more elaborate model,
it would not change the basic components
and instructions. It would merely modify

the initial program as required.
It is the same with DNA coding in an
organism’s cells. Even if the end result looks
and works the same, if the instructions and
component parts in the cell are very
different, we suspect that the organisms
have entirely separate sources, or lines of
descent.
Similar DNA ≠ similar
appearance
The response of the scientific community
to this unfulfilled expectation was to
change the groupings of organisms so that
the pattern of DNA differences once again
gave a picture of gradual change.
The problem with this solution however
is that the new groupings did not make
much sense. Now creatures were grouped
together as closely related, in an
evolutionary sense, that did not have much
in common at all. Hence we now have a
classic “conflict between molecules and
morphology [shape].” As a result, over the
past twenty years, we have seen a “radical
re-ordering of relationships” among many
animal groups (Nature Feb. 12/09 pp. 812
and 816). The same holds true for plants.
So scientists have rearranged their
groupings, often in illogical ways, to make
the DNA fit an evolutionary scenario. The
ducky illustration, however, applies more
closely to other problems for evolution
theory.
Biochemists firstly noticed that many
creatures which have few characteristics in
common, nevertheless have many genes
which are “virtually identical” (Nature Nov.
20/08 p 300). This can be made to fit both
evolution theory and design. Evolutionists
interpret this as showing lines of common
descent, even if very remote. Meanwhile
creationists understand this as showing
God’s choosing to use some similar elements
in otherwise very different creatures.
But at the same time, the experts have
found “closely connected species can
connect up their genes in very different
regulatory networks while keeping the end
result deceptively unchanged” (p. 300). Not
only have the scientists found that similar
organisms may use genes in different ways,
but they may even use entirely different
genes to produce the same result (p. 301).
This discovery of very different codes
in organisms that appear so similar is, of
course, not predicted by evolution theory.
Naturally these experts are looking for
explanations that will still fit their theory.
Thus:
“Now researchers are trying to
understand how evolution finds the solutions

it does, and why. Some think that this
‘underground’ variation was selected for.
Some think it appeared by chance” (p. 300).
When scientists appeal to chance for
an explanation, it means that they have no
explanation.
What’s your presupposition?
The article in Nature declares that the
situation “feels very counter-intuitive.” But
is it?
It all depends upon one’s basic
premises. If evolution is the basis for one’s
interpretation of nature, then the results do
not make sense: very similar organisms
(often microorganisms) using very different
molecules to achieve the same result.
It is obvious that many DNA data do
not fit evolutionary expectations. However,
the scientists involved simply look for
alternative evolutionary explanations. It
seems evident that this irregular pattern of
DNA coding better fits an explanation
involving intelligent choices by God the
Creator.
The evolutionist may retort that this does
not prove the case for creation. Fair enough.
There is no proof to be had in science. The
evolutionists claim that all data can be
accommodated within their worldview –
this is not proof, but preference. Similarly
we insist that all data fit Biblical revelation.
In the case of DNA, the information from
nature does not fit evolutionary expectations
very well at all. It does fit the creation model
better.
Don’t expect ducks, however, to show
the scale of internal diversity illustrated in
the Nature article. That was merely for
purposes of illustration. However, if anyone
sees a duck driven by a propeller, let me
know!
This is an edited version of an article
that first appeared in September 2009
issue Reformed Perspective under the
title “On ducks and DNA.”
Dr. Margaret Helder is the author of
No Christian Silence in Science, a
book every Christian teen considering a
career in Science should read before
heading off to university.
Published by Reformed Perspective,
October 19, 2017, and appeared in
Creation Without Compromise.
Used with permission.
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Focus on faith
J C RYLE

Matthew 23:37
and Luke 13:34
Matthew 23:37:
We learn, from these verses, that those
who are lost forever, are lost through their
own fault.
The words of our Lord Jesus Christ are
very remarkable. He says, “I would have
gathered thy children together, – and ye
would not.”
There is something peculiarly deserving
of notice in this expression. It throws light
on a mysterious subject, and one which is
often darkened by human explanations. It
shows that Christ has feelings of pity and
mercy for many who are not saved, and
that the grand secret of man’s ruin is his
want of will. Impotent as man is by nature,
– unable to think a good thought of himself,
– without power to turn himself to faith and
calling upon God, – he still appears to have
a mighty ability to ruin his own soul.
Powerless as he is to good, he is still powerful
to evil. We say rightly that a man can do
nothing of himself, but we must always
remember that the seat of impotence is his
will. A will to repent and believe no man
can give himself, but a will to reject Christ
and have his own way, every man possesses
by nature, and if not saved at last, that will
shall prove to have been his destruction.
“Ye will not come to me,” says Christ, “that
ye might have life.” (John v. 40)
Let us leave the subject with the
comfortable reflection, that with Christ
nothing is impossible. The hardest heart
can be made willing in the day of His power.
Grace beyond doubt is irresistable. But
never let us forget, that the Bible speaks of
man as a responsible being, and that it says
of some, “ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost.” (Acts vii. 51.) Let us understand
that the ruin of those who are lost, is not
because Christ was not willing to save them
– nor yet because they wanted to be saved,
but could not – but because they would
not come to Christ. Let the ground we take
up be always that of the passage we are not
considering – Christ would gather men, but
they will not to be gathered; Christ would
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save men, but they will not to be saved. Let
it be a settled principle in our religion, that
men’s salvation, if saved, is wholly of God;
and that man’s ruin, if lost, is wholly of
himself. the evil that is in us is all our own.
The good, if we have any, is all of God. The
saved in the next world will give God all
the glory. The lost in the next world will
find that they have destroyed themselves.
(Hosea xiii. 9.)
J. C. Ryle, Ryle’s Expository Thoughts on the Gospels: Matthew–Mark (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker, 1982), I:310–311.

Luke 13:34:
Let us learn, for another thing, from these
verses, how great is the compassion of our
Lord Jesus Christ towards sinners. We see
this brought out in a most forcible manner
by our Lord’s language about Jerusalem.
He knew well the wickedness of that city.
He knew what crimes has been committed there in times past. He knew what was
coming on Himself, at the time of His
crucifixion. Yet even to Jerusalem He says,
“How often would I have gathered thy
children together as a hen doth gather her
brood under her wings, and ye would
not.”
It grieves the Lord Jesus Christ to see
sinners going on still in their wickedness.
“As I live,” are His words, “I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked.” (Ezek. xxxiii.
11.) Let all unconverted people remember
this. It is not enough that they grieve
parents, and ministers, and neighbors, and
friends. There is one higher than all these,
whom they deeply grieve by their conduct.
They are daily grieving Christ.
The Lord Jesus is willing to save sinners.
“He is not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.”
“He would have all men saved and come
to the knowledge of the truth.” (2 Pet. iii.
9; 1 Tim. ii. 4.) This is a mighty principle of
the Gospel, and one which sorely perplexes
narrow-minded and shallow theologians.
But what says the Scripture? The words
before us, no less than the texts just quoted,
are distinct and express. “I would have
gathered thy children,” says Christ, “and ye
would not.” The will of poor hardened
unbelieving man, and not the will of Christ,
is the cause why sinners are lost forevermore. Christ “would” save them, but they
will “not be” saved.

Let the truth before us sink down into
our hearts, and bear fruit in our lives. Let
us thoroughly understand that if we die in
our sins and go to hell, our blood will be
upon our own heads. We cannot lay the
blame on God the Father, nor on Jesus
Christ the Redeemer, nor on the Holy Ghost
the Comforter. The promises of the Gospel
are wide, broad, and general. The readiness
of Christ to save sinners is unmistakeably
declared. If we are lost, we shall have none
to find fault with but ourselves. The words
of Christ will be our condemnation: “Ye
will not come unto me, that ye might have
life.” (John v. 40.)
Let us take heed, with such a passage
as this before us, that we are not more
systematic than Scripture. It is a serious thing
to be “wise above that which is written.”
Our salvation is wholly of God. Let that
never be forgotten. None but the elect shall
be finally saved. “No man can come unto
Christ except the Father draw him.” (John
vi. 44.) But our ruin, if we are lost, will be
wholly of ourselves. We shall reap the fruit
of our own choice. We shall find that we
have lost our own souls. Linked between
these two principles lies truth which we
must maintain firmly, and never let go.
There is doubtless deep mystery about it.
Our minds are too feeble to understand it
now. But we shall understand it all hereafter.
God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility
shall appear perfectly harmonious one day.
In the meantime, whatever we doubt, let
us never doubt Christ’s infinite willingness
to save.
J. C. Ryle, Ryle's Expository Thoughts on the Gospels: Luke (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker, 1979), II:140–142.

From the notes on verses 31–35:
34 – [O Jerusalem, &c.] This remarkable
passage is found in St. Matthew’s Gospel,
(Matt. xxiii. 37,) at the very end of our
Lord’s ministry, in almost the same words.
I cannot see any satisfactory explanation of
this circumstance excepting that our Lord
must have twice used the same expression
about Jerusalem in the course of His
ministry on earth.
To suppose that our Lord was at the
end of His ministry in this part of St. Luke’s
Gospel is, on the face of the narrative, utterly
improbable. To suppose that St. Luke thrust
in this remarkable saying about Jerusalem
at this particular point of his Gospel, out of

its place and order, and without any
connection with the context, is equally
improbable.
I see on the other hand no improbability
whatever in the supposition that our Lord
made use of this remarkable saying about
Jerusalem on two distinct occasions during
His ministry. I can quite understand that
His mighty and feeling heart was deeply
touched with sorrow for the sin and
hardness of that wicked but privileged city.
And it seems to me both likely and natural
that language like that before us would fall
from His lips on more than one occasion.
[How often.] I cannot think, as some
do, that this expression refers to many visits
which our Lord had made to Jerusalem,
during His ministry. I rather refer it to all
the messages and invitations which for
many centuries He had sent to Jerusalem
by His servants, the prophets.
[Would I … ye would not!] The Greek
word in both these phrases is stronger than
appears from our English translation. It is
literally, “I willed, and ye willed not.”
Few passages in the Bible throw the
responsibility of the loss of the soul so
distinctly on those who are lost. – “I would,”
“ye would not.” – Two wills are expressly
mentioned, the will of Christ to do good,
and the will of man to refuse good when
offered.
Let it be noted that our Lord does not
say, “thou wouldest not,” but “ye would
not.” – By this mode of speaking, He makes
it plain, that He charges the guilt of
Jerusalem on its inhabitants, the men and
women who dwelt there, and specially on
the priests, and Scribes and Pharisees who
governed the city. They were neither willing
to be gathered themselves, nor to let others
round them be gathered. They neither
entered in themselves into the kingdom,
nor allowed others to enter. Christ was
willing, but they were unwilling.
We must be careful, however, not to
confine “ye would not,” to the Scribes,
Pharisees, and rulers. The verse which
follows shows clearly that our Lord includes
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
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The meaning of Holiness
Matthew 6:9–13
“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven’” (Matt. 6:9–10).
Our study of the holiness of God has thus far highlighted the
importance of this attribute and the reactions typical of those
confronted with a real sense of their unworthiness in the face
of His purity. We have not, however, defined this term.
Today we will examine what the Bible means by the word
“holiness.” Most of us probably associate holiness with
righteousness, this is entirely understandable. The men and
women who are deemed holy in Scripture are indeed also
renowned for their ethical purity, despite their lack of moral
perfection. Yet while this goodness is part of holiness, it is not
the primary emphasis of the term. When we read about the
holy in the Bible, the primary idea is that which is set apart,
unique, or different. In 1 Chronicles 23:13 we read of Aaron
being “set apart” or made unique in his capacity to offer
sacrifices for the people of God. This quality of
uncommonness or uniqueness can apply to people, objects,
or time. The ground, for example, upon which Moses
encountered the Almighty in the burning bush was holy
ground (Ex. 3:1–6). The part of the tabernacle containing the
ark of the covenant is the holiest place (Lev. 16:1–2), and the
old covenant festivals represent holy time (23). All of these
earthly examples are holy because they are set apart by the
Lord who is the most “different” or “other” person in the
universe. Scripture communicates this idea in speaking of
God’s transcendence. Our Creator is high and exalted (Isa.
33:5), above all things and unmatched in His power, glory,
and purity (Ex. 15:11). This is also evident in the Ten
Commandments and the first portion of the Lord’s prayer.
Without special revelation, we might develop a law that
forbids murder, but would we make it illegal to profane the
name of God (Ex. 20:7)? Even though we have been taught
to pray in light of God’s holiness, how many of us pray
regularly for the world to mark our Father’s name as holy
(Matt. 6:9)? The biblical writers recognize that the way in
which we speak God’s name reveals how we think about
Him, and so they are careful to warn us to regard His name,
and thus His being, as holy.
CORAM DEO – Living before the face of God
How do you feel when the name of the Lord is taken in vain?
Do you shudder in fear for those who do so, or has this
common sacrilege become unnoticeable to you? Perhaps
you are guilty of profaning His name in speech or in how you
come before Him in worship? Consider how you may have
taken God’s name in vain recently. Pray that you would not
blaspheme Him and encourage your friends to revere His
glorious name in thought, word, and deed.
First published in Tabletalk Magazine, an outreach of
Ligonier.
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Focus on the Christian life
BEN SWIFT

Predestined to Life
The doctrine of predestination will always
be accompanied with controversy,
disagreement and possibly even the
covering of ears, the raising of arm hair
and the chilling of spines. Let me assure
you, however, there is no need for alarm,
if we hold to what is clearly revealed in the
Scriptures. Here, we find only predestination in the positive, that is, to life. Not
if, but when, difficulties arise concerning
this unavoidable doctrine, we surely must
leave the hidden things to God,
embracing only the comforts revealed in
his word.

The secret things belong to the Lord our
God, but the things revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may
follow all the words of his law (Deuteronomy 29:29).
The questions then arise. What is the
doctrine of predestination all about? How
does it bring peace and comfort? And how
do we talk about it in roughly 1000 words?
Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus,
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come out!” The dead man came out (John
11:43-44).
In the seemingly endless debates over
the doctrine of predestination within the
church, the story of Lazarus silences
speculation regarding any human role in
salvation. What was dead has been made
alive, what was lost has now been recovered.
Debates concerning our freedom to choose
or to cooperate with God’s call, are
confronted with the simple, yet profound
illustration of Lazarus, a lifeless body in
decay, powerless to save himself beyond
the grave, who was gifted with the breath
of life, called by the Word of life.
Surely, a corpse, cannot save itself any
more than a person fallen and trapped in
a deep, inescapable pit can climb out
without the merciful hand of one capable
of reaching down to effect a rescue. We
can only be raised to life by a means outside
of ourselves. From this pit, full of darkness,
one is brought into the light of life, Christ,
the light of the world.
In him was life, and the light was the life
of men. The light shines in the darkness, but
the darkness has not understood it (John
1:4-5).
A person living in the darkness of the
pit is not inclined to call out for the saving
hand above. Sure, he or she may cry out
for help, but a child of darkness is at enmity
with the light. Before belonging to the light
that is Christ, and reaching out for him, one
must be born again.
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no
one can enter the kingdom of God unless
he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth
to the spirit” (John 3:5-6).
Rather, according to human nature,
people will naturally try and save themselves
by looking to what can be felt and
comprehended in the confines of this dark
world. Blinded and trapped in the darkness
of the pit they will try anything in their own
strength to overcome the impossible and
inevitable. Scratching and crawling to save

themselves they will pridefully fight till the
end, while never escaping the inescapable.
For all they know and have ever known in
the absence of Christ is the pit, the darkness,
and their inescapable thoughts.
But enough of this darkness!
Predestination is, after all, a doctrine of
everlasting comfort for children of the light,
remember?
For eternally etched on the stone walls
of this pit, just waiting for some light to
expose them, are comforting words of life
concerning the hand from above, ready to
reach down into the pit to raise those
scrambling to escape death row.
For he chose us in him before the creation
of the world to be holy and blameless in his
sight. In love he predestined us to be
adopted as his sons [and daughters] through
Jesus Christ, in accordance to his pleasure
and will – to the praise of his glorious grace,
which he has freely given us in the One he
loves (Ephesians 1:4-6).
When Jesus explained that we need to

be born again of water and the Spirit, he
talked about the future of those predestined
to walk in his light, made possible by his
incarnation, death and resurrection; God
came to us. The doctrine of predestination
is surely an assurance of the reaching down
of Christ, into the dark pit by which he
brings life and light to those who have done
nothing to earn his amazing gift.
This undeserved, unearned gift,
accompanying and assuring Christ’s elect,
also brings with it mysteries unsolvable. The
finite cannot penetrate the mind of the
infinite, that’s for sure. Despite being drawn
into the light where much truth is
uncovered in the sharpest of clarity, many
things remain incomprehensible as though
veiled by some mysterious cloak protecting
eyes from things yet to be made known
and perhaps that never will be, (see Deut.
29:29 above).
While much remains to be said concerning
the doctrine of predestination, perhaps the
most important thing left to consider and

embrace relates is this: We who are in Christ
live as his children, no longer in darkness,
but rather held eternally and securely in his
hand. Predestination to life, the gift of God’s
grace, should humble our pride, and teach
us to put God first. Here we learn of the
great love of Christ, a love aimed at saving
us before we were even born, a love that
we are then called to reflect back into the
world and into the dark pits in which others
still find themselves.
He has ‘saved us and called us to a holy
life – not because of anything we have
done but because of his own purpose and
grace. This grace has been given us in Christ
Jesus before the beginning of time’ (2
Timothy 1:9).

The Blessings of
Fearing God

its source. Wisdom, in turn, is found in
knowing who God is – witnessing His
awesome power, coming to grips with His
holy and righteous judgments, as well as
understanding that He brings all things unto
the ends for which He has appointed them.
In this sense, the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom. Fools, on the other
hand, seek to ignore God who reveals
Himself as a “consuming fire” through His
Word and in His deeds (Heb. 12:29). If
wisdom arises from fear of the Lord, the
height of foolishness is to pretend that God,
who is all-powerful, holy, and sovereign,
does not exist.
Understood biblically, the fear of God
is not an abstract theological speculation
resulting from observing natural phenomena such as lightning or earthquakes. From
the time of Abraham until Israel’s exodus
from Egypt and the conquest of Canaan,
God’s people repeatedly witnessed God’s
supernatural power over nature. This is
especially the case in the way in which God
brought judgment upon His enemies – the
fate of the elite Egyptian chariot units in the
waters of the Red Sea comes to mind. The
people of Israel also witnessed God’s
awesome presence with His people as they

made their way from Egypt into the promised
land of Canaan (for example, the pillar of
fire by night and the cloud by day). Joshua
recounts how the people of Jericho were
terrified once they became aware that the
Lord was leading His people Israel in their
direction (Josh. 2:10–11). God is to be
feared because of who He is.
But how do we resolve the apparent
discrepancy between a God who is to be
feared and a God who the Scriptures also
tell us “is love” (1 John 4:8)? What the
preacher of my childhood missed was the
fact that we need not weaken the force of
the biblical affirmation that God is to be
feared in order to preserve the fact that
God is love. There is a biblical way to solve
the conundrum that preserves both biblical
points. The solution is a proper
understanding of the biblical covenants.
God is to be feared because we have
all rebelled against Him. We are all guilty
before Him because of our sins – guilty for
Adam’s sin imputed to us, as well as guilty
for our actual sins (Gen. 3). When our first
parents sinned in Eden, they were then
terrified by the Lord’s approach. The reason
for their terror? God is perfectly and
absolutely holy. Adam and Eve were once

I was still a young man, but I vividly
remember the preacher’s words. “When
the Bible speaks of the fear of the Lord, it
does not mean to be afraid of God, but to
respect Him. We must never be afraid of
God, because He loves us.” The preacher
had a point. But later I wondered, how
does the softening of “fear” into “respect”
square with the well-known declaration in
Proverbs 1:7: “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge, something which
fools despise”? So, what does it mean to
fear the Lord? How is such fear related to
God’s love for lost and fallen sinners? How
can “fear” of the Lord secure blessings for
God’s people?
It is important to settle the critical point
from the outset. The “fear” (Hebrew yireh)
of the Lord means exactly what I thought
it did – to be afraid, terrified, or in awe.
There is no justification for understanding
“fear” as mere respect. The word “fear”
appears frequently throughout the Old
Testament, often connected to wisdom as

Ben Swift is the author of Beyond the
Fish Sticker.
First appeared in Australian
Presbyterian (AP).
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God is to be feared
because of who He is.
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innocent. After the fall, however, the rebels
were cast from Eden because they were
guilty. From that moment until now, we
have had to fear God because He is holy,
we are sinners, and all human sin must be
punished.
Yet the Scriptures also teach that God
was present with His people immediately
after Adam’s fall. God’s presence was one
of the blessings of the gracious covenant
God promised to Adam (Gen.3:15) and
then later ratified with God’s call of
Abraham (12; 15; 17; 22:1–19). Abraham
was told that he would be the father of a
great nation with countless descendants
who would become as numerous as the
stars in heaven. This people (Israel) would
become a great nation, possessing the Land
of Promise between the Nile and the
Euphrates rivers. All the members of this
covenant are beneficiaries of God’s gracious
promise to save His people from the guilt
of their sin – alleviating their fear that they
would receive the same judgments that
they had seen fall on God’s enemies.
Abraham’s children later sojourned in
Egypt, only to find themselves, generations
later, slaves of Pharaoh. Upon Israel’s
exodus from Egypt and entrance into the
Sinai wilderness, God directed His people
to the foot of Mount Sinai, where He made
an additional covenant with Israel (the
Sinaitic or Mosaic covenant). Reflecting
elements of His original covenant with Adam
(commandments are given) as well as His
gracious covenant with Abraham (God
reckons His people righteous through faith
in His covenant promise), the Sinai
covenant promised Israel blessings for
obedience to His commandments and also
threatened curses for disobedience.
This brief synopsis reminds us that the
story of redemption is that of an
all-powerful, holy, and sovereign God who
is to be feared and who graciously calls to
Himself a people through whom the promises
made to Abraham will be fulfilled. Assembled
on the plains of Moab and about to enter
the Promised Land of Canaan (Deut. 28:1–
14), the people of Israel are reminded by
Moses, in a remarkable scene, of the blessings
promised them through obedience to the
Lord’s covenant, as well as threats of what
will happen if the people of Israel cease to
fear God, no longer trust in His gracious
promise to deliver them from their sins, and
instead seek the false gods of their soon-tobe Canaanite neighbors.
Under the terms of this covenant, there
were material blessings promised (long life,
material prosperity, protection from enemies)
as well as spiritual blessings. The material

blessings of Canaan are tangible pictures of
invisible spiritual realities of which we
cannot yet conceive – eternal life in the
presence of God. The psalmist can say of
God’s people under the terms of this
covenant, “Blessed is the man who fears
the Lord, who greatly delights in his
commandments! His offspring will be mighty
in the land; the generation of the upright
will be blessed” (Ps. 112:1–2). Those who
fear God (acknowledge that He is
all-powerful, holy, and sovereign) and also
believe His promise to deliver them from
His wrath (trust in a coming Messiah) will
be blessed. God has so promised.
With the coming of Jesus Christ, God’s
people can properly understand how
wonderful blessings arise from the fear of
God. As Christians who are members of
the new covenant (foretold by Jer.
31:31–34 to supersede the old covenant),
we know that our inability to obey His
commandments once condemned us. Now
these same commandments are written
upon our hearts. There is a full and final
forgiveness of sin. We who once were
God’s enemies are now His friends (Rom.
5:1–10). With grateful hearts, we now desire
to obey God’s commandments, and we
will receive the blessings promised to us
when we do so. There are promises of a
long life (Prov. 10:27; Eph. 6:2–3),
answered prayer (James 5:16), peace with
civil authorities (Rom. 13:1–7), and even
deliverance from heresy and Satanic
deception (1 John 2:18–25).
God’s commandments reflect His intrinsic
holiness. Our inability to obey His
commands reminds us of why the holy God
is to be feared. We know the biblical
record. We have read of God pouring out
His wrath and fury upon His enemies in
the days of Noah (the flood) and in the
plagues sent upon Egypt. We have read of
a final judgment yet to come (Rev. 6:12–17).
But we also read of God pouring out His
wrath upon Jesus Christ, sparing us from
the wrath that is to come. In this moment,
Paul tells us, the love and justice of God
meet (Rom. 3:21–29).
At the foot of the cross of Jesus Christ,
we find the answers to our original questions
about the “fear of the Lord.” Yes, God is to
be feared – not just respected – even by a
Christian who trusts in Jesus Christ. God is
holy, righteous, and powerful. But we are
sinful, we deserve His wrath, and we are
weak and frail. Were it not for the cross,
we too would be consumed by the wrath
of God and would receive all the threatened
curses. The very thought of life apart from
Christ’s cross stirs fear, terror, and awe.

Since God is love, in the God-man
Christ Jesus He took our sins upon
Himself, removing them from us as far
as the east is from the west. While we
fear God because of who He is, we
need never fear His approach because
His wrath and anger toward us have
been turned aside at Calvary.
The fear of the Lord remains, then,
a great source of blessing. Knowing that
Jesus was punished for my sins in my
place reminds me both that God is to
be feared (He takes sin seriously) and
yet is love (of which the cross is the
sign). Now that my sins are washed
away, I can obey God, knowing that
He is pleased with my pitiful efforts
because I am accepted in the person
and work of His Son. This is how all
His promised blessings become mine
– because I fear the Lord having found
forgiveness through the cross of Jesus
Christ.
Dr. Kim Riddlebarger is senior
pastor of Christ Reformed Church
in Anaheim, Calif., and a co-host
of the White Horse Inn radio
program. He is the author of A
Case for Amillennialism and First
Corinthians in the Lectio Continua
series.
Tabletalk magazine, January 2018.

Broken to reveal
It takes a broken shell
to see the pearly shine
that otherwise be hid
by camouflaging “skin”
And oft a broken life
portrays some sim’lar shine
that does not come to light
except through crushing
pain.*
Broken for me was He
who died upon the cross
that I a glimpse may gain
of love beyond all gloss!

2005
*2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Existence, John Goris 2019 ©
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The duty of discipleship:
edifying the Church inter-generationally
WILLIAM BOEKESTEIN

Christian discipleship is deceptively
simple. When spiritually mature people
convey their piety to others discipleship is
taking place. The good news is that
discipleship doesn’t require scientific
studies, tactical gurus or expensive
materials. But here’s the bad news: If
either ingredient is lacking – either
spiritual maturity or the communication of
spiritual disciplines – discipleship can’t
take place. In either case, God’s plan for
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the extension of his kingdom is neglected
and the church suffers.
Assessing the situation
The evidence suggests that, increasingly,
adults are unable to fulfil the first criterion
for discipleship. They’re getting older but
they aren’t maturing. A recent study by the
Barna group indicates “that personal
spiritual development is a secondary
consideration for millions of [American
Christians]. George Barna comments that
“Americans focus on what they consider
to be most important; faith maturity is not
it.”1 The fact is: You can’t give what you
don’t have.
In addition, those who are maturing are
not always discipling the young. According
to another study, while ninety percent of
Americans believe it is their duty to teach
religious values to their children, “a majority
of parents do not spend any time during a
typical week discussing religious matters
with them.”2 “The research discovered that
tens of millions of parents are satisfied by
simply en-rolling their children in church
programs”3
The combination of immature adults
and disconnected youth results in a “perfect
storm” that wreaks havoc in the church in
several ways.
First, a breakdown in discipleship
perpetuates the increasing generation gap
in the church which flies in the face of
God’s plan to build up his church
inter-generationally.
Second, failure in discipleship wastes
valuable Christian energy. The church is
made up of millions of energetic, bright
young people who, instead of being useful
in God’s kingdom will, without discipleship,
struggle to learn on their own what should
have been passed on to them. Attempting
to learn by trial and error they will endure
needless pain of failure. It should go without
saying that mature adults should not sit back
and watch their children make the same
mistakes they did.
Finally, a disintegration of cross-

generational discipleship affirms the antiChristian message that the old are useless.
According to the Bible nothing could be
further from the truth.
One of the best places to see God’s
vision for true discipleship in the church is
Titus 2 where God sets forth three important
components.

rationale behind what he is doing. Likewise,
the Apostle Paul didn’t merely model bodily
discipline before the Corinthians. He was
explicit about his modelling: “I discipline
my body and bring it into subjection, lest,
when I have preached to others, I myself
should become disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:27).
Teaching by example requires interpretation.

Discipleship through modelling
Mature saints are to be a pattern or
example of good works. Paul wrote to
Titus: “In all things, [show] yourself to be a
pattern of good works” (2:7).
The Greek word that Paul uses for
“pattern” is the basis for our English word
“type.” If you’ve seen the type hammer of
a typewriter slam against the ribbon and
paper, you understand Paul’s concept. Each
hammer holds an individual “type” that is
able to make copies of itself. Paul is saying
to mature Christians, “You are the type of
good works; make a good impression on
those around you.” Since we’re always
making copies of ourselves, the question
is, “How can we do this to the glory of God?

Discipleship through teaching
Mature Christians are also to be teachers
(Titus 2:3). Teachers have two essential
attributes: The possession of personal
experience
and
the
ability
to
communicate experience. There is a huge
difference between a “teller” and a
“teacher.” To teach is to inform, that is, to
“form in” another person real experience
that is known in the deepest sense of the
word.
This formational character of teaching
is demonstrated in Titus 2 when Paul writes
that the older women are to teach the
younger. Older women are able to enter
into the lives of younger women in a way
that a pastor couldn’t possibly (or
appropriately) do. From this we glean three
important insights.

Be Transparent in modelling
We will never fool our children into
thinking that we are sinless. How then are
we to be a good example? The answer is
the gospel. We need to model to our
young people our need for Jesus. Too
often I give my children the impression
that they are the sinners, not me. Sadly,
such hypocrisy communicates to our
children that they simply need to get more
sophisticated in their sin and not get found
out. If you are in Christ then you know
you need Jesus just as much as your
children do. Be transparent in this.
Be explicit in modelling
Mature believers should also avoid being
overly discreet in their exercise of godliness. Sometimes it is necessary to humbly
provide those you are mentoring with
commentary on your good works. Think
about those “Do-it-yourself” shows where
the host models the skills of a carpenter or
landscaper. He doesn’t just show what to
do. He tells what he’s doing. In discipleship a good rule of thumb is “show and
tell.” A father who is conscious of the duty
of discipleship might explain to his son:
“Daddy spoke in anger to Mommy
tonight. I had to ask her to forgive me, and
she did.”
Being explicit in our modelling also
means explaining why we do what we do.
The television carpenter doesn’t just expect
that his audience will “pick up” the

Teaching is an intimate process
You cannot enter into and make an
impact upon the experience of a young
person by staying at arm’s length or
interacting with them superficially. This is
why it is so important to keep the
communication lines open and to
continually press them deeper.
Teaching is a varied process
The wise mother knows she can’t teach a
girl to be a woman simply by lecturing.
She knows the importance of impacting
her life in as many ways as possible. So she
engages in dialogue, relates stories of
similar experiences and explores possibilities. She asks questions, listens
carefully and offers advice. She lovingly
embraces, sheds a sympathetic tear, and
tenderly administers discipline.

Our Lord Jesus was the
best mentor this world
has ever known. His
goal, accomplished
through his atoning
sacrifice, was to make
his disciples something
like himself. As we
thoughtfully direct our
less experienced friends
to Christ we have every
reason to expect good
things.

Teaching is connected to life
When we think about teaching we may
think “classroom.” While classrooms may
play a role in teaching they tend to be
artificial settings. By contrast the Bible
would have us teach our mentees when
life is happening (Deut. 6). This is why
formal education can at best only be part
of the discipleship process.
Since doctrine is life, religious teaching
must be practical. We should cringe when
we hear adults telling children, “You may
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not appreciate this now but you will some
day.” If they can’t appreciate it now then
it is probably not being taught well and
perhaps the teacher doesn’t even believe
it is important.

alongside of them. And, as in biblical
discipleship, the trainer avoids two extremes.
One is over-involvement; simply doing the
work for the trainee. The other is
under-involvement; just giving orders.
Mentors must give skill-appropriate
responsibilities, allowing the mentees to do
the things the mentors could do better.
Mentors must be certain that their “help”
is actually helpful (neither enabling nor
abandoning). Mentors must be quick to
encourage, and gentle in rebuke.
Our Lord Jesus was the best mentor this
world has ever known. His goal, accomplished
through his atoning sacrifice, was to make
his disciples something like himself. As we
thoughtfully direct our less experienced
friends to Christ we have every reason to
expect good things.
The call to discipleship is simple (though
not easy). It is also serious. Remember this:
Every young person you know is looking
for a role model. What’s more, he or she
will find one.
1 From “Americans Not Concerned About Their
Spiritual Condition” accessed on November
12, 2008 from http://www.barna.org/
FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUp
dateID=276
2 From “Parents Accept Responsibility for Their
Child’s Spiritual Development But Struggle
With Effectiveness” Accessed on November
12, 2008 from http://www.barna.org/
FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUp
dateID=138
3 From “Spiritual Progress Hard to Find in 2003”
accessed on November 12, 2008 from http://
www.barna.org/
FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUp
dateID=155

Jesus, the great teacher, entered into
the lives of his students (in ways that we
never will). In him wisdom took on flesh
and blood and became practical. He was
able to communicate real experience
because he taught his disciples as life
happened.
Discipleship through training
The spiritually mature also need to train
those with less experience (Titus 2:4;
NIV). There are two prerequisites every
true trainer possesses: Personal ability and
the wherewithal to equip others for a task.
Mentors not only communicate experience, they cultivate capacities. They not
only inform; they also help the young to
perform.
This implies working alongside of the
one you are training. An on-the-job-training
trainer doesn’t merely follow his trainees
around telling them what to do. He works
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William Boekestein is the pastor of
Immanuel Fellowship Church in
Kalamazoo, Michigan.

World in focus

Oregon Appeals Court
admits agency acted with
anti-Christian bias
against Christian bakers
Matthias Browning |
January 28, 2022
Melissa and Aaron Klein of Gresham,
Oregon owned and operated Sweet
Cakes by Melissa, a family bakery. They
were forced to close the shop after a
government agency levied $135,000 in
fines against them.
The Oregon Court of Appeals
announced that it reversed in part a decision
that forced Christian bakers Aaron and
Melissa Klein out of business by penalizing
them $135,000 for refusing to create a
custom cake for a same-sex wedding.
The court refused to drop the case
against the bakers entirely, despite finding
non-neutrality that infected proceedings.
The court held that a state agency, the
Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries
(BOLI), acted non-neutrally against the
bakers’ religion and remanded the case
back to the same agency to reconsider the
damages award.
“Oregon is trying to have its cake and
eat it, too,” said Stephanie Taub, Senior
Counsel for First Liberty. “The Court admits
the state agency that acted as both
prosecutor and judge in this case was biased
against the Kleins’ faith.
“Yet, despite this anti-Christian bias that
infected the whole case, the court is
sending the case back to the very same
agency for a do-over. Today’s opinion
should have been the end of this ten year
long saga. It’s time for the state of Oregon’s
hostility toward Aaron and Melissa to end.”
In its 37-page opinion, the court
concluded that, “when viewed in the light
of Masterpiece Cakeshop, BOLI’s handling
of the damages portion of the case does
not reflect the neutrality toward religion
required by the Free Exercise Clause.” It
added, “[T]he prosecutor’s closing argument
apparently equating the Kleins’ religious
beliefs with ‘prejudice,’ together with the

agency’s reasoning for imposing damages
in connection with Aaron’s quotation of
Leviticus, reflect that the agency acted in a
way that passed judgment on the Kleins’
religious beliefs, something that is
impermissible under Masterpiece
Cakeshop.”
Former Ambassador to the European
Union and First Liberty network attorney,
C. Boyden Gray of Boyden Gray & Associates
is lead appellate counsel for the case.
The United States Supreme Court
originally sent the case back to the Oregon
courts to reconsider in light of its Masterpiece
Cakeshop, Ltd. v. Colorado Civil Rights
Commission. There the Justices reminded
government officials that they cannot be
hostile to the free exercise of the religious
beliefs of its citizens.
In Masterpiece Cakeshop, the Supreme
Court’s finding of anti-Christian bias ended
the state’s case against the baker. Today’s
opinion allows the case to continue in the
agency that the Oregon Court of Appeals
found to have been biased against the
Kleins.
The Kleins intend to appeal the decision
to the Oregon Supreme Court and, if
necessary, to the United States Supreme
Court.

YouTube labels
MacArthur’s sermon
on biblical sexuality
“hate speech”
The following is excerpted from
“YouTube Declares,” Todd Cast, Jan.
19, 2022: “Pastor MacArthur
delivered a message Sunday about
Biblical sexuality – part of a nationwide campaign to draw attention to
Canadian legislation that would
silence pastors on LGBT issues. Five
years in prison for pastors who preach
against the LGBT agenda. So Pastor
MacArthur encouraged pastors around
the nation to stand in solidarity by
preaching from their pulpits about
biblical teachings regarding LGBT
issues. ‘There is no such thing as
transgender. You are either XX or XY,
that’s it. God made man male and
female. That is determined genetically,
that is physiology, that is science, that
is reality,’ MacArthur said from the
pulpit. ‘This notion that you are
something other than your biology is a
cultural construct intended as an
assault on God. The only way you can
address it, honestly, is to say, God
made you and God made you exactly
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the way He wanted you to be. You are
not only fighting God in His physical
creation, you are fighting God in His
sovereignty. You are fighting God in
His spiritual relationship to you,’ he
explained. ‘This is a war on God.’ ...
But YouTube removed the clip and
sent me a message saying the pastor’s
sermon was hate speech. ‘Our team
has reviewed your content, and,
unfortunately, we think it violates our
hate speech policy,’ YouTube wrote to
me. ‘We’ve removed the following
content from YouTube: “There is no
such thing as transgender. You are
either XX or XY. That’s it. – Pastor John
MacArthur.” In other words, YouTube
affirmed the Canadian law by banning
any opposition to transgenderism on
their platform. ... Jenna Ellis, special
counsel for the Thomas More Society
Special Counsel that successfully
represented Pastor MacArthur when
Los Angeles ordered his church to shut
down during the pandemic, said, ‘The
big tech oligarchy in the United States
is implementing the equivalent of
Canada’s insane law by censoring truth
and the right of pastors to teach the
Bible,’ she told me. ‘If Americans don’t
stop big tech, this new Regime will
circumvent the Constitution to
foreclose our fundamental rights to
speak and exercise religion and the
impact will be devastating.’”
+ Way of Life Literature, Post Office Box
610368, Port Huron, Michigan 48061,
519-652-2619, fbns@wayoflife.org

Five worst moments of
2021 for life and family at
the United Nations
By Stefano Gennarini, J.D.
NEW YORK, December 31 (C-Fam)
Abortion and the LGBT agenda were a
central part of the great reset from the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Here are the
five worst things that happened last year as
the sexual left tried to build the world back
“better.”
President Biden becomes first
U.S. President to back abortion
as a human right
Biden became the first U.S. president to
endorse abortion as a human right when
he backed the Women’s Health Protection Act of 2021. In his first 100 days as
president, the self-professed “devout
Catholic “showed just how radically proabortion he is. He ordered the federal
government to fund abortion groups
overseas and promised pro-abortion
countries in the Human Rights Council
that he’d repeal and undermine the
Helms amendment. This is new and
extreme. Even Barack Obama and Bill
Clinton rejected any international
obligation to allow or fund abortion.
UN Member States approve UN
agency strategic plans with
abortion and LGBT agenda
The
pressure
from
the
Biden
administration and the European Union
was just too much for traditional countries
to block the terms “sexual orientation and
gender identity” and “sexual and reproductive health and rights”. The controversial terms were adopted for the first time in
UN agency strategic plans. All the most
traditional countries could do is affirm that
the terms are not internationally agreed.
The inclusion of the terms in the strategic
plans of the UN agencies for children,
women, and population control will now
give UN agencies cover to promote
abortion and the LGBT agenda with
impunity.
General Assembly unanimously
adopts resolution with “sexual
orientation and gender identity”
for the first time
The General Assembly unanimously
adopted a resolution that includes “sexual
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orientation and gender identity” for the
first time. For over two decades traditional
countries blocked these controversial
terms. Their adoption by consensus
showed that support for the LGBT agenda
has steadily grown internationally, with
ninety countries voting in favor of keeping
the terms in a biannual U.S. resolution on
elections. It also showed that traditional
countries are no longer willing to block the
terms when other political priorities are at
stake. This set a terrible precedent. More
aggressive diplomacy can be expected
from the Biden administration, the
European Union, and other progressive
nations to promote the LGBT agenda
going forward.
Mexican Supreme Court
declares constitutional right to
abortion
The Mexican Supreme Court caved to
pressure from the UN human rights
system and declared abortion a constitutional right. Just in 2018 the Court had
rebutted this pressure, saying that the
recommendations of UN experts were not
binding. A political change in the composition of the court flipped it unanimously in favor of abortion. This is
particularly hurtful to Catholics. The
Marian apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe, greatly revered in Mexico and in all
the Americas, is considered the patron
saint of the unborn.
European Union launches all-out
attack on Poland and Hungary
because of their pro-life and
pro-family policies
The European Union is waging an all-out
attack on Poland and Hungary for their
refusal to adopt abortion-on-demand and
the LGBT agenda. The EU Commission
withheld COVID-19 recovery funds to the
two Central European Countries, even
though they borrowed the funds jointly
with other EU member states. The EU
Commission even initiated proceedings
with the European Court of Justice to
punish Poland and Hungary. Earlier this
year the European Parliament adopted a
resolution chastising Poland for its pro-life
laws.

The Great Evangelical
thinker Francis Schaeffer:
we should have heeded
his prophetic warnings
Bill Muehlenberg | January 29, 2022
On May 15, 1984 the great evangelical
thinker, Presbyterian pastor, and noted
apologist Francis Schaeffer passed away.
Just a few months earlier his last book was
released: The Great Evangelical Disaster
(Crossway). Anyone who is familiar with
his life and work knows that this volume
very much followed in the same vein as
his previous 21 books.
It continued the basic themes he had
always preached on and written about,
which include: an infinite personal God
exists; he has revealed himself to us;
Scripture is his inspired and infallible word;
we can come to this holy God based on
the finished work of Christ; Christians are
called to model the truth and beauty of
God in our relations with others; and the
church must refuse to compromise and
accommodate with the surrounding culture.
His final book certainly hammers home
these key truths. In the dedication page he
says the following:
To a new, young generation –
and to those in the older
generation –
who will stand and be counted
as radicals for truth and for Christ.
That is emphasised throughout this
crucial volume. Plenty of quotes could be
offered here. Let me feature just a few. On
pages 31-32 he speaks about how utterly
important all this is, and what a massive
war we are in:
Make no mistake. We as Bible-believing
evangelical Christians are locked in a battle.
This is not a friendly gentleman’s discussion.
It is a life and death conflict between the
spiritual hosts of wickedness and those who
claim the name of Christ. It is a conflict on
the level of ideas between two fundamentally opposed views of truth and reality. It is
a conflict on the level of actions between a
complete moral perversion and chaos and
God’s absolutes. But do we really believe
that we are in a life and death battle?
Do we really believe that the part we
play in the battle has consequences for

whether or not men and women will spend
eternity in hell? Or whether or not in this
life people will live with meaning or
meaninglessness? Or whether or not those
who do live will live in a climate of moral
perversion and degradation? Sadly, we must
say that very few in the evangelical world
have acted as if these things are true. Rather
than trumpet our accomplishments and
revel in our growing numbers, it would be
closer to the truth to admit that our response
has been a disaster.

The great evangelical thinker,
Presbyterian pastor, and noted
apologist Francis Schaeffer.

And on pages 48-49 he warns about
which way we will go: with humanistic
relativism or God’s absolutes:
Soft days for evangelical Christians are
past, and only a strong view of Scripture is
sufficient to withstand the pressure of an
all-pervasive culture built upon relativism
and relativistic thinking. We must remember
that it was a strong view of the absolutes
which the infinite-personal God gave to the
early church in the Old Testament, in the
revelation of Christ through the Incarnation,
and in the then growing New Testament –
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Week, my message was “Speaking
the Historic Christian Position into
the Twentieth Century.” At that
time the youth rebellion, which
began at Berkeley in the early 1960s,
was underway. There were those
at Wheaton, including the student
body president, who were called
“rebels,” and the administration
was having problems with them.

absolutes which enabled the early church
to withstand the pressure of the Roman
Empire. Without a strong commitment to
God’s absolutes, the early church could
never have remained faithful in the face of
the constant Roman harassment and
persecution. And our situation today is
remarkably similar as our own legal, moral,
and social structure is based on an
increasingly anti-Christian, secularist
consensus.
On page 60 he discusses what happens
when cultural infiltration saps the strength
and vitality of the church. Everything that
we have now experienced – including the
evangelical acceptance of homosexuality
and fake marriage, was all foreseen by
Schaeffer:
There is no end to this. The Bible is made
to say only that which echoes the
surrounding culture at our moment of
history. The Bible is bent to the culture
instead of the Bible judging our society and
culture. Once men and women begin to go
down the path of the existential methodology
under the name of evangelicalism, the Bible
is no longer the Word of God without error
– each part may be eaten away step by step.
And it is his final, short chapter on
“Radicals for Truth” that is especially worth
featuring here. He writes:
In September of 1965, when I spoke at
Wheaton College for the Spiritual Emphasis
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However, it was this radical
group who understood my
message that if Christianity is
true, it touches all life, and that
it is a radical voice in the
modern world. The rebels
listened. And there were some
of them who turned around in
their thinking.
We need a revolutionary
message in the midst of today’s
relativistic thinking. By
revolutionary, or radical, I
mean standing against the allpervasive form which the
world spirit has taken in our day. This is the
real meaning of radical. God has given his
answers in the Bible – that Bible that is true
when it speaks of history and of the cosmos,
as well as when it speaks of religious things.
And it therefore gives truth concerning all
reality. It thus sustains radical rebellion
against the relativism and the syncretism
which are the hallmark of our own days –
whether that syncretism is expressed in
secular or religious terminology, including
evangelical terminology … .
Evangelicalism has done many things
for which we can be greatly thankful. But
the mentality of accommodation is indeed
a disaster. We should note, however, that
in holding to the same Bible principles,
there could come a time when we will have
to lean against an opposite swing of the
pendulum. In this fallen world, things
constantly swing like a pendulum, from
being wrong in one extreme way to being
wrong in another extreme. The devil never
gives us the luxury of fighting on only one
front, and this will always be the case.
However, the problem of evangelical
accommodation, in the years we have been
considering, and especially at this crucial
moment in history, is that the evangelical
accommodation has constantly been in one
direction – that is, to accommodate with
whatever is in vogue with the form of the
world spirit which is dominant today. It is
this same world spirit which is destroying
both church and society. Balance must be
considered constantly.

But the accommodation we have been
speaking of has constantly taken the form
of giving in to the humanistic, secular
consensus which is the dominant destructive
force of our day. And if no change in this
comes, our opportunity will be past. Not
only will the compromising portion of
evangelicalism go down in collapse, all of
us will be carried down with it.
We cannot think that all of this is unrelated
to us. It will all come crashing down unless
you and I and each one of us who loves
the Lord and his church are willing to act.
And so I challenge you, I call for Christian
radicals, and especially young Christian
radicals, to stand up in loving confrontation,
but confrontation – looking to the living
Christ moment by moment for strength –
in loving confrontation with all that is wrong
and destructive in the church, our culture,
and the state.
If there is not loving confrontation, but
courageous confrontation, and if we do not
have the courage to draw lines even when
we wish we did not have to, then history
will look back at this time when certain
“evangelical colleges” went the way of
Harvard and Yale, when certain “evangelical
seminaries” went the way of Union
Seminary in New York, and the time when
other “evangelical organizations” were lost
to Christ’s cause – forever.
What Schaeffer wrote there nearly 40
years ago was prophetic in nature. But as
is so often the case, such prophetic words
are ignored and rejected. As we look around
the West today we see the sad fulfilment
of what he had warned against.
He was not the only prophetic voice
back then to sound the alarm, but he
certainly was one of the most significant
and important voices. His words are even
more vital today than they were back then.
I repeat the plea of Schaeffer; ‘We need a
new, young generation who will stand and
be counted as radicals for truth and for
Christ.’
Will you be one of them?
Bill Muehlenberg, an American-born
and Australian-based commentator, is
the author of a number of books and
thousands of articles. You can follow
him on his website CultureWatch, on
YouTube and on Twitter.

