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And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matt 28: 18-20
Making disciples has always been the responsibility of the church and
its members.
In the RCNZ, we have a pretty long-standing practice and a strong emphasis on teaching: from the pulpit, in catechism classes, in Bible study or
in the home. The whole reason for this is so that we all grow in the knowledge of the Son of God and Christian maturity. Eph 4:12-13. So it should
be understood that the more mature in faith help to nurture those who are
young or immature in the faith.
However, discipleship is not a simple textbook-type process, and it is not
always easy. It certainly involves teaching from the Scriptures, but it is much
more than that. It is about establishing relationships and trust. There are times
when you might need to put yourself out for the sake of the other person.
There may be activities that you take part in together with the person you
are discipling. You may also be required to pick up the pieces from time to
time, as your friend stumbles and needs to be encouraged and reassured.
There is much that has been written and said about this subject of discipleship. Our contributors have written some thoughtful articles on the
subject and reviewed some interesting books which you might find helpful
for your own personal reading.
Our contributors look at the question of knowing God’s will for our lives
by applying what the Scriptures say about these things – and throw some
very sanctified practical suggestions into the mix.
Mr John Haverland looks at the issue of becoming a mature Christian.
Mr Nathan Ketchen writes about what Paul the Apostle writes about discipleship in the book of Colossians.
Mr Garrett Kell give insight into what is biblical discipleship.
Mrs Sally Davey reviews Dallas and the Spitfire, by Ted Kluck and Dallas
Jahncke. Mrs Veronica Hoyt gives a discursive review of a number of books
on the matter of women discipling women.
Mrs Sally Davey looks at the subject of vocation from a woman’s point
of view, in her monthly column, Feminine focus.
Mr William Boekestein, who is a pastor in Carbondale URC, writes two
articles: “The Canons of Dort: an historical introduction” and “The Reformation: an historical overview and application”.
Mr Andre Holtslag reviews The Glory of Grace: The Story of the Canons
of Dort, by William Boekestein.
Mr James Visscher tackles the subject of continuing revelation.
Mrs Harriet Haverland helps us keep up-to-date with events and news
of our churches.
Mr Tim Rott summarises the current, post-earthquake situation of the Reformed Church of Christchurch, on Cornwall Street.
Cover image: Mrs Sally Davey

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of the
Reformed Churches of NZ unless they expound the Biblical system of doctrine contained in
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dordt, or the Westminster
Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod of the Reformed Churches of NZ.
On the other hand, care is taken to ensure that articles and opinions do not directly contradict
the official position of the Reformed Churches as contained in the above sources without
attention being called to that fact.
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Mature disciples of Christ
John A Haverland
In one of his books J. I. Packer wrote
about the spiritual strength and maturity
of the English Puritans.1 He compared
them to the great redwoods of northern
California, some which are over one
thousand years old. They are tall trees
with a massive diameter; all their strength
is in their huge trunks. “They dwarf
you, making you feel your smallness as
scarcely anything else does.” In New
Zealand we are more familiar with the
great kauri trees, of similar size and shape
and age. The redwoods and the kauris
are giants among trees. In the same way
the English Puritans were giants among
Christians in their “mature holiness and
seasoned fortitude”. By comparison the
Christians of other eras, including our
own, are mere dwarves.
What are the characteristics of a
mature Christian and what should you be
doing now in order to become a mature
disciple of Christ? That is the subject of
this article. My purpose is to encourage
and direct all of us, young and old, to
become mature disciples of Christ.
Characteristics of a mature
Christian
When parents raise their children they
want to see them grow and mature to
be independent, able to stand on their
own two feet, capable of making wise
and sensible decisions. The apostle Paul
holds out the same goal for all Christians. In Ephesians 4:1ff he explains that
Christ has given the church pastors and
teachers so that believers may “become
mature, attaining to the whole measure
of the fullness of Christ.” Paul’s aim is
that “in all things” we “grow up into him
who is the Head, that is, Christ.” (v 15)
One of the features of maturity is
stability. Young Christians are like small
children, easily influenced and led
astray by others, drawn away by the
latest ideas and ready to believe the
last person who spoke to them. In the
wider church we see plenty of evidence
of this sort of immaturity and instability.
Faith in Focus Volume 39/10 November 2012

New and heretical ideas quickly gather
a following. But mature Christians “will
no longer be infants, tossed back and
forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and
by the cunning and craftiness of men
in their deceitful scheming.” (v 14) Are
you stable? Can you discern what is true
from what is false?
Paul sees this maturity taking place
in the context of the church. Mature
Christians are committed to Christ and

together with all the saints, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge – that you may be
filled to the measure of the fullness of
God.” (v 17ff) It is “together with all
the saints” that we come to grasp the
amazing scope of Christ’s love for us!
Mature Christians give evidence of
well-rounded Christian character. These
characteristics are comprehensively described in the qualifications for office-

his church. The goal is that “we all
reach unity in the faith”. (v 13) From
Christ, “the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love, as
each part does its work.” (v 16) We
regularly meet a person who claims to
be a Christian but has no connection
with a church. The Scriptures do not
support such an individualistic approach.
In both the Old and the New Covenant
the believer is always described as being
part of a community of people who
share the same faith. Paul’s prayer in
Ephesians 3 is that “you, being rooted
and established in love, may have power,

bearers in the church. (1 Timothy 3 and
Titus 1) The qualities required for elders
and deacons are very similar. These qualities must be evident in those elected to
office in the church, yet they ought to
be evident in all Christians. No Christian ought to be overbearing, quicktempered, quarrelsome, violent, a lover
of money or a drunkard. Every Christian
ought to be self-controlled, hospitable,
disciplined and blameless. All of us ought
to be temperate, respectable and sincere.
Those who are married and have children ought to have only one wife and
must manage their families well. Every
mature Christian ought to keep hold of
3

the deep truths of the faith. These are
qualities of Christian character to strive
for! Our Lord sets us a high standard!
This is a full description of the mature
believer!
Such followers of Christ will seek to
serve Jesus, not only in his church, but
also in his kingdom. They will be active
citizens of his kingdom, taking their place
in society, fulfilling the various callings
God has given them, being a salt and a
light in this world. Mature Christians will
not hide away in the church, sheltered
and protected by other believers,
comfortable and cosy in the fellowship
of the saints; rather they will seek to
promote the rule of the Lord Jesus in
the place God has put them. That may
be in education, politics or medicine. It
may be as a lawyer, teacher or judge. It
may be as a drain-layer, builder or joiner,
or as a mother, home-maker or home-

This is why Jesus warned would-be
disciples to count the cost before making
a commitment to follow him. He told two
parables, of the man wanting to build
a tower and the king going to war, to
illustrate the foolishness of committing
yourself to a project without first making
a realistic assessment of the cost. Then
he warned, “Anyone who does not carry
his cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple … . Any of you who does not
give up everything he has cannot be my
disciple.” (Luke 14:27,33) Being a disciple of Christ is not for the faint-hearted;
it is for the committed and courageous.
Becoming a mature Christian
We do not expect a little child or a
newly planted tree to be mature in two
or three years. Maturity takes time and
growth. But there must be a first step, a
beginning, a start. For a baby that begins

❝ Being

a disciple of
Christ is not for the
faint-hearted; it is for
the committed and
courageous. ❞

schooler. Each one of us has a task to
do in the kingdom of Christ. Doing that
task diligently and faithfully is another
mark of a mature Christian.
Living as a citizen of Christ’s kingdom
will set us apart from the people of the
world. God’s people are to be holy, different from unbelievers. The world will
try to squeeze us into its mould, seeking
to make us conform to its pattern; but
mature disciples of Christ will go on being
transformed by the renewing of their
minds. (Rom 12:2) If you are going to
follow Christ you need to do that wholeheartedly and without compromise. “No
one can serve two masters. Either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God
and Money.” (Matt 7:24) You cannot
have a dollar both ways. You cannot
have a foot in both camps, one in the
church and one in the world. You must
make a decision. Serving Christ as Lord
is a serious business; it is not merely
going through the motions of Christianity but rather being 100% committed to
following Jesus.
4

at conception; for a plant it begins at
germination, for a Christian it begins with
the new birth brought about by the Holy
Spirit. This regeneration is a supernatural
and hidden work of God’s Spirit. It
becomes evident in your life when you
repent of sin and believe in God. These
are the two elements of conversion.
This conversion may come suddenly or
gradually, but these two elements must
be present in every believer – you must
repent and believe. After that we expect
to see steady and continuous growth in
the life of the believer – growth towards
maturity in Christ.
What do you need to do to grow
and mature?
Just as a small child needs food in
order to grow, and a young plant needs
sunshine, nutrients and water to develop,
a Christian needs the food of God’s
Word. Peter wrote, “Like new born
babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the
Lord is good.” (1 Peter 2:2) This pure
milk of God’s Word is available through
family devotions and through the reading

and preaching of the Scriptures in our
worship services. To make the most of
this you need to listen carefully to what
is read, taught and preached, and apply
it to your life.
It is not enough, however, to be spoon
fed like this; you need to learn to feed
yourself in your own personal reading
of God’s Word. You will not become a
mature disciple of Christ unless you read
the Scriptures personally and prayerfully,
thoughtfully and carefully, regularly and
systematically. This deserves a entire
article in itself, and thankfully Dr Pieter
van Huyssteen has written just what you
need in the October 2011 issue of Faith
in Focus. He points out that you must
not only read the Bible but meditate on
it, that is, think about it and ponder on
it and apply it to your own situation.
Along with reading the Bible you need
to memorize it. In Psalm 119:11 we
read; “I have hidden your word in my
heart that I might not sin against you.”
The Navigators have a Topical Memory
System that is a great help to memorization. You can develop your own
system by writing out Bible verses on
small cards and carrying them around
with you, consulting them often. Or
photocopy a psalm or a passage of the
Bible and carry that with you. The key
to memorization is repetition; go back
over your verse until you have it wordperfect, and then keep revising what you
have learned. You will also find it much
easier to memorize the Scriptures if you
team up with another person and test
each other regularly.
Prayer is essential to Christian maturity. God speaks to us in his Word and
we speak to him in prayer. Prayer is communicating with God. Just as a marriage
will not grow without communication,
your relationship with God will not grow
without prayer. We need to pray regularly, morning and evening, and before
and after meals; but also spontaneously through the day, praising God for a
beautiful sunrise, thanking him for his
gifts, asking for his help when facing a
decision, praying for someone we meet
who is in need. In the Pukekohe church
I have just started going through the
marvelous exposition in the Heidelberg
Catechism of the Lord’s Prayer. You will
find it helpful to read that part of the
Catechism as an aid to prayer.
Much more could be written about
the other disciplines of the Christian life.
In addition to reading the Bible I encourage you to read good Christian books.
Three that you would find especially
Faith in Focus Volume 39/10 November 2012

helpful on this subject are Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, by Donald
Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines of a Godly
Man by Kent Hughes, and Practical Religion by J C Ryle.2
Our Lord does not want us to remain
infants in the faith, living on milk, but
rather to bite into solid food for the

mature.3 We need to develop from young
saplings into solid kauris, deep rooted,
firm and stable in our faith, displaying
evidence of Christian character, being
committed to the church and active in
Christ’s kingdom, and living as salt and
light in the world. These are the marks
of mature disciples of Christ.
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Notes

1 J I Packer, A Quest for Godliness, p. 11
2 His chapters on Prayer and Bible Reading are
superb!
3 Hebrews 5:11ff

Mr John Haverland is the Minister
of the Word and Sacraments in the
Reformed Church of Pukekohe.
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“Colossians-style discipleship”
Nathan Ketchen
Discipleship is about growing to
maturity in Jesus. Many churches
develop discipleship programmes to
help members do this, usually with
accountability groups and group Bible
studies. While such programmes can
be helpful, they are not necessary for
discipleship to take place. If one has a
group of close friends who are not afraid
to be open with one another, that kind
of discipleship happens very naturally.
What we need more than accountability groups for discipleship is intimacy
with the Bible. When you start to dig
into the Scriptures, you find there is
plenty of incentive and encouragement
to grow toward Christian maturity. Colossians is a great example of a book that
gives exactly those things. In the rest of
this article, we will dig into some of the
material Paul gives us in that book that
pertains directly to discipleship. Before
going further, it might be helpful for you
to read the book of Colossians and have
it open when you return to this article.

we thought were in charge.
Paul tells us something pretty
astounding about those powers in
Colossians. Jesus is in charge of them!
Chapter 1 verse 16 says, “by him all things
were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities – all
things were created through him and for
him.” That’s liberating! The powers that
had us in their clutches can no longer
claim jurisdiction over us. I belong to
Jesus, and the powers serve Him. The
rest of the book of Colossians is Paul
showing us how the Christian lives a
life of thanksgiving for that deliverance.
Ultimately, discipleship is about giving
thanks, and that is the major theme of
Colossians.
Paul has great aims in Colossians.

He states at the end of chapter one,
“Him we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
that we may present everyone mature in
Christ” (verse 28). God has brought about
the great exodus for you and has fashioned you into His disciple. Paul’s goal,
however, isn’t just for you to not be a
slave, but for you to be mature in Christ,
and that means you have a good deal
to learn to get to that goal. It is such a
lofty goal none of us will ever fully arrive
there in this life, but as Jesus’ disciples
it is our duty to cultivate thanksgiving in
our day-to-day activities as we move in
that direction; always remembering that
the battle has been won.
How do we do that? Colossians
focuses on two parts to the answer to
this question. The first part has to do

The theme of Colossians
Before Jesus gave himself to save us,
humanity was held captive. We were
enslaved to certain powers in the world
that people in ancient times called by
many different names. These “gods”
ran life. People thought they had to
appease those powers, but even in the
attempts to do so found that there was
no escape from their jurisdiction. Then
Jesus came. The Gentiles were grafted
into the olive tree (Rom 11:17) that we
now call the church, and we’ve been
set free from the bondage of the powers
Faith in Focus Volume 39/10 November 2012
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with the powers (the very ones that used
to enslave us) and how to live interacting with them without the fear that they
might snatch us from Jesus’ hands. The
second part has to do with suffering and
self-denial. Following Jesus involves suffering because He suffered.
No fear of the powers
The identification of the powers Paul
mentions in chapter 1 is a subject of
some debate. Paul’s point about the
powers, though, isn’t so much to identify
them in all their detail as it is to show
Jesus’ supremacy over them. For our
purposes in discipleship, we will consider the powers as the unseen forces
working in the world through pagan
religion, astrology, or magic, etc. and
even oppressive systems that tyrannise
or enslave human beings.1

glory as you are in Christ.
This, of course, doesn’t deny the fact
of our tendency to sin. Christians can
and do fall into sin when they interact
with the various powers on the wrong
terms. But we don’t despair. Paul tells
us that “he has now reconciled (you) in
his body of flesh by his death, in order
to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him” (1:22, see
also 2:13-15). Even when we do fall
and succumb to the powers, because of
Jesus’ sacrifice they have no power over
us to take us from Jesus. That is cause
for rejoicing and more thanksgiving!
There is another amazing fact about
Jesus’ supremacy over the powers that
flows out of the gospel message. When
Jesus atoned for our sin, He died. Death
is one of the powers from which there
is seemingly no escape. You might even

❝ Discipleship

is the need
of every Christian. Get
intimate with your Bible. ❞

A great example of the powers is
sex. Sex is an activity that can very
easily enslave people, and many pagan
religions have sexual rites as part of their
system of religion. Nowadays, of course,
most people do not see themselves as
practising some religion through illicit
sexual activity, but these very same
people are nevertheless enslaved to it.
There are attempts to reintroduce pagan
religious overtones to various sexual
acts (The DaVinci Code is an example),
but by and large the thinking is that
unrestrained sexual activity is (ironically)
about freedom.
If sex is so dangerous, you might
reason that no one should ever engage
in it! If sex enslaves mankind, Jesus must
not ever want anyone to have sex. Paul
gets at this reasoning in an astounding
way. All powers…all of them … were
created by Jesus and serve His purposes.
That means sex is (dare I say it?) good.
Jesus has claimed sex as something that
serves Him. That which held mankind
captive has itself been taken into captivity (Psa. 68:18), and its right use is glorious. Christians should therefore not be
afraid to enjoy sex in its proper context.
This is what Paul is getting at in Colossians. Cultivate thanksgiving because you
are not enslaved to these powers, but
are free to interact with them to God’s
6

say that death is the ultimate power
that holds humanity captive. Even sex
seems like a pretty insignificant power
compared to it. Jesus’ supremacy over
death is demonstrated in His resurrection. Those united to Jesus (the body to
His head) will participate in that resurrection. As Colossians puts it in chapter
1 verse 18, “and he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.” He’s
the firstborn, and we follow.
Because Jesus has demonstrated His
supremacy over all the powers in creation, the world is safe. The matter of the
world and the “stuff” in creation is not
evil. Paul makes this point at the end
of chapter 2 (verses 20-23). Rules and
regulations for interacting with the dangerous powers of the world might seem
like the height of godliness, but according
to Paul, this is pretty far from the truth.
Now, keep in mind that Paul is not referring to sinful activity in this section, but
rather to those things that can have an
enslaving power over mankind. God has
given us commandments, and there are
activities that are off limits (see Exodus
20). If I lack self control when indulging
in alcohol, however, it isn’t the alcohol
that’s bad, it’s my heart (Mark 7:1-23).
As Jesus’ disciple, it is your duty to

learn how to interact with the world. All
of it belongs to Jesus, and so part of your
growth into maturity is to grow in wisdom
of the things of the world, including the
powers that enslaved mankind before
Jesus redeemed us from them. If you
are giving thanks for everything, your
growth cannot but take place. Jesus has
won the battle. Praise God!
The road of suffering
In Colossians Paul breaks down what
Jesus has done and calls us to exuberant
thanksgiving for it all. It is fascinating to
notice through the whole book that at
the same time we are rejoicing there is
as well sombreness to the Christian life.
Suffering and rejoicing run side by side.
Paul says as much in the first chapter
when he says, “I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake” (verse 24, emphasis
mine). While the heart of Christian discipleship is joyous thanksgiving, it involves
also a good deal of suffering. Jesus suffered to the point of death on a cross
to secure our salvation, Paul became a
slave of Jesus and even “filled up what
was lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (1:24)
for our benefit. It should be no wonder
for us now that suffering is an integral
part of the Christian life (2 Tim 3:12).
Suffering is part of God’s discipleship
program for you. It takes many forms,
and the end result is that you will be
more like Jesus.
At the heart of suffering is the idea
of self-denial. In our sinful state, selfdenial is unnatural. Adam’s grasping at
the fruit was a high act of rebellion
and self-assertion. Since we are Adam’s
children, then, our most obvious inclination is to assert ourselves, too. I’m
more interested in what I want and
need than in what anyone else might
want or need. Paul’s example of suffering, however, is “for your sake” (verse
24), and the way he develops the suffering of Christians is to give us an eye
for one another. Part of God’s discipleship program for you in suffering is to
see to the needs of others.
The second two chapters of Colossians
deal with interpersonal relationships, and
Paul calls us to specific tasks in those relationships. Paul tells us, “Put on then, as
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with
one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. And above all these put
on love, which binds everything together
Faith in Focus Volume 39/10 November 2012

in perfect harmony. And let the peace
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body.
And be thankful” (3:12-15). This is a tall
order. It means your duty is to grow in
denying yourself, taking up your cross,
and following Jesus. Oh, and one other
thing. Be thankful! It isn’t about you. It’s
about others. Follow Jesus. Be thankful.
Conclusion
Discipleship is the need of every Chris-

tian. Get intimate with your Bible. Or
as Paul says, “Let the Word of Christ
dwell in you richly” (3:16). That is the
ministry of the Holy Spirit (compare Col.
3:16 with Eph. 5:18-19). As you gain
that intimacy, you’ll realise that life is
something God wants you to explore
and enjoy because the powers can no
longer enslave you. The other thing that
happens as you get intimate with your
Bible is that you’ll realise you can’t be a
mature Christian alone. You need others

Making disciples …

in order to serve them and suffer for
them. That’s how to grow in maturity.
That’s discipleship. Go and do it.
Notes

1 NT Wright, Colossians and Philemon (Tyndale
New Testament Commentaries, IVP, Downers
Grove, IL), 77.

Mr Nathan Ketchen is a minister of the
word and sacraments in the Reformed
Church of Palmerston North.
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Discipleship according to the Scriptures
By Garrett Kell
My earliest memories revolve around
fishing trips with my father. He taught
me how to bait a hook, cast a line, and
land a catfish without getting stabbed to
death. But fishing wasn’t all I learned. I
learned about my father. I learned how
he walked, how he talked, how he joked,
how he prayed, how he spoke to others,
and how he always thought about my
mother on the drive home.
More than fishing, I learned about
being a man.
To this day, the lessons I learned from
my dad impact the way I live and love
others. What happened in my time with
my father was a form of discipleship. He
led and I followed.
What is biblical discipleship? Of all
the questions Christians need to wrestle
with, this is one of the most important.
Being disciples of Jesus gets to the very
core of who we are and what we should
be doing with our lives.
In this article I suggest that discipleship – helping others follow Jesus – flows
directly from being a disciple of Jesus.
Disciples are called to follow Christ,
and following him means helping others
follow him.
Are you a disciple that makes disciples?

and learn from him (Mt. 4:19, 11:29).
It doesn’t matter whether we’re smart
or stupid, rich or poor, young or old,
Asian, African, or American. The only
requirement is that we repent of rebelling against our Creator and cling to
him through faith (Mk. 1:15; 1 Thess.
1:9). If we do this, we’re promised forgiveness of our sins and reconciliation
to God (Col. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 5:17-21).
Jesus calls us to come and die so that
we might live.
Those who follow Jesus by faith are
known as his disciples. Some suggest
that disciples are the “super Christians”
who are gettin’ it done for Jesus, while
Christians are just “normal believers.”
Scripture, however, offers no support
for this distinction. (See, for example,
Mt. 10:38, 16:24-28; Mk. 8:34; Lk.
9:23, 57-62; Jn. 10:27, 12:25-26). We
are either following Jesus or we aren’t;
there is no middle ground (Mt. 12:30).

Disciples imitate and replicate
Jesus
At the heart of following Jesus is Jesus’
call to imitate him and replicate him. As
disciples, we are called to imitate Jesus’
love (Jn. 13:34), his mission (Mt. 4:19),
his humility (Phil. 2:5), his service (Jn.
13:14), his suffering (1 Pt. 2:21) and his
obedience to the Father (1 Jn. 2:3-6).
Since he is our teacher, we are to learn
from him and strive in the power of
the Holy Spirit to become like him (Lk.
6:40). This growth in Christ-likeness is
a lifelong endeavor that is fueled by the
hopeful expectation that one day we
will see him face to face (1 Jn. 3:2-3).
Disciples help others follow Jesus
As we follow our Lord, we quickly learn
that part of imitation is replication.
Having a personal relationship with Jesus
is magnificent, but it is incomplete if it
ends with us. Part of being his follower

Disciples follow Jesus
When we encounter Jesus, we meet a
man who calls us to come and die (Mk.
8:34-35). And he calls us to follow him
Faith in Focus Volume 39/10 November 2012
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is to intentionally help others learn from
him and become more like him. As a
friend of mine says, “If you aren’t helping
other people follow Jesus, I don’t know
what you mean when you say you’re
following Jesus.” To be his follower is
to help others follow him.
Being a disciple that makes disciples
happens in two particular ways. First,
we’re called to evangelize. Evangelism
is telling people who don’t follow Jesus
what it means to follow him. We do
this by proclaiming and portraying the
gospel in our neighborhood and among
the nations (Mt. 28:19-20). We must

ships anywhere, the most natural place
for them to develop is in the community of the local church. In the church
Christians are commanded to meet together regularly, spur each other on in
Christ-likeness, and protect each other
against sin (Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24-25).
The discipleship relationships that
spring out of this type of committed
community should be both structured
and spontaneous. When we study the
life of Jesus, we see that he formally
taught his disciples (Mt. 5-7; Mk. 10:1)
while also allowing them to observe his
obedience to God as they lived life to-

❝ As

we follow Christ and
help others follow him,
we’re constantly made
aware that we need grace.
We fail. We sin. We
struggle. But thankfully,
God’s grace abounds to
his children. ❞

never forget that God has placed us in
the families, workplaces, and circles of
friends that we are in so that we can
proclaim the gospel of grace to those
who are destined to hell apart from
Christ. We must help people learn how
to begin to follow Jesus.
The second aspect of making disciples
is helping other believers grow in Christlikeness. Jesus has designed his church
to be a body (1 Cor. 12), a kingdom of
citizens and a family who actively build
each other up into the fullness of Christ
(Eph. 2:19; 4:13, 29). We are called to
instruct each other about Christ (Rom.
15:14) and to imitate others who are
following Christ (1 Cor. 4:16, 11:1; 2
Thess. 3:7, 9). As disciples, we are to
intentionally pour into other disciples so
they can pour into still others (2 Tim.
2:1-2).
Disciples intentionally build
relationships
Discipleship does not just happen. We
need to be intentional about cultivating deep, honest relationships in which
we do spiritual good to other Christians.
While we can have discipleship relation8

gether (Jn 4:27; Lk. 22:39-56).
In the same way, some of our discipleship relationships should be structured. Maybe two friends decide to read
a chapter from the Gospel of John and
then discuss it over coffee or a workout
at the gym. Maybe two businessmen read
a chapter each week from a Christian
book and then talk about it on a Saturday walk through the neighborhood with
their kids. Maybe two couples do a date
night together once a month and talk
about what the Bible says about marriage. Maybe a godly older lady has a
younger single woman over to her home
on Tuesday afternoon to pray and study
a Christian biography. Maybe a mom
spends time at the park with other moms
each week. Regardless of the format,
some of our discipleship should involve
scheduled times of reading, praying,
confessing, encouraging, and challenging
each other to become more like Christ.
Discipleship can also be spontaneous.
Maybe friends go to a movie together
and then grab ice cream afterwards to
compare the movie’s message to what
the Bible says. Maybe a father and a son
sit on the porch and reflect on God’s

glory being displayed in a sunset. Maybe
you invite visitors from church over for
lunch and ask everyone how they came
to know Jesus.
We always need to be intentional,
but we don’t always need to be structured. In fact, Deuteronomy 6 shows us
that discipleship happens “when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by
the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise” (v. 7). Every moment
presents an opportunity to discuss who
God is and what he’s doing. Since we
are always following Jesus, we always
have the opportunity to help others
follow him as well.
Disciples depend upon grace
While it is true that a disciple of Jesus
ought to help others follow Jesus, we
must always remember that apart from
the sustaining and empowering grace
of God we can do nothing (Jn. 15:5).
Whether you’re a pastor, a plumber, a
policeman, or a stay at home parent,
you never graduate from your need for
God’s grace.
As we follow Christ and help others
follow him, we’re constantly made
aware that we need grace. We fail. We
sin. We struggle. But thankfully, God’s
grace abounds to his children. This is
good news as we seek to follow Jesus
together and daily be transformed into
his glorious image (2 Cor. 3:18). May we
faithfully follow Christ and help others
to do the same until we see his face.
Come soon, Lord Jesus!
Garrett Kell is the senior pastor of
Del Ray Baptist Church in Alexandria,
Virginia.
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Making disciples … reviews

Dallas and the Spitfire
Ted Kluck and Dallas Jahncke
(Bethany House Publishers,
Bloomington, MN, 2012), 181pp.
Reviewed by Sally Davey.

Evangelism and discipleship are Christian
activities that are much better shown
than taught. We need to see others doing
them in order to understand some of
the nuances of dealing with people on a
personal spiritual level. Books which tell
first-hand stories can also be very helpful.
Ted Kluck and Dallas Jahncke’s Dallas
and the Spitfire is the story of a Christian friendship which involves Ted, 34,
discipling Dallas, 21. Dallas, who has
recently been converted, is assigned to
Ted by their church and Ted’s job is to
meet regularly with Dallas to help him
deal with temptation and find direction
in life. Dallas, you see, has been rescued
from a life of drug addiction, violent
crime and several jail terms. Dallas is
a very committed young Christian, but
Ted’s task is not going to be an easy
one. The story of their year together is
told by the two of them in this book.
It is a very engaging read; and a good
model of loving discipleship.
During the course of their first meeting
(as is “usual practice”, in a coffee shop),
Ted works out that coffee shops simply
aren’t Dallas’s thing – or his, either. So
he figures out that they need to be
doing something together – something
they would both enjoy, and that makes
getting together, bloke-style, worthwhile. The outcome is that Ted, with
the help of both Dallas and a heap of
other church friends (including 17 yearold, home-schooled Michael!) finds and
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buys a blue, 1974 Triumph Spitfire convertible to do up together. This is the
“project” around which much of their
discipleship discussions take place. As
Ted writes, “The discussions about life,
women, theology, and the future will all
happen around the car.” It works well.
However, people are never straightforward, least of all newly-converted “excons”, and Ted, his wife and their two
young sons are in for some roller-coaster
experiences as Dallas has trouble shaking
off his old temptations. He enrols at a
conservative Baptist college and begins
some Bible courses with a view to future
ministry among men in rehab, but girls,
fighting and drink are ever-present temptations that Dallas struggles with – but
manages to stay largely clear of, with
Ted’s help. Their church, University Reformed Church in East Lansing, Michigan,
is a great encouragement to both Ted
and Dallas in the year depicted in the
book, providing a clear picture of how
this kind of discipling relationship both
contributes to, and is supported by the
life of the local congregation.
Ted’s winsome explanation of what
discipleship is is worth quoting here:
“It becomes clear early on that Dallas’s needs transcend being thrown in
a class, given a book to read, or even
a once-a-week coffee and accountability deal. What Dallas really needs is a
friend. And maybe even more, what he
really, really needs is a father…” Ted’s
pastor friend, Cory, also comments: “Discipleship as I’ve begun to define it… is
intensely relational. Because we’re finite
beings, the number of people we can
disciple is small. Because we’re diverse
beings living diverse lives, the degree to
which we can design a step-by-step guide
to discipleship is limited.”
Ted feels terribly inadequate at times.
In fact, he knows he needs help himself
in what is a stressful year, what with
his precarious career as a writer – two
book projects falling through, a faltering
income – and the desperately sad failure
of an attempt to adopt a little girl from
the Ukraine. Nevertheless, he presses
on, taking lengthy daily phone calls from
Dallas, text messages beyond counting,
and sleepless, worried nights when he
knows Dallas is in moral danger. In fact,
he knows he is acting as a kind of spiritual father to his “kid”.

This book is a great story. It demonstrates the nitty-gritty of what week-in,
week-out Christian discipleship is really
about when lived at the coal-face of
human interaction. Ted knows the Scriptures well, has been brought up by good
parents and belongs to a church that is
committed to sound theology. He knows
what to do, but also reveals what surprises will meet the Christian at every
turn when God calls him to “make a
disciple” of a new Christian with a lot
of sinful baggage. Not all of us will be
asked to disciple new Christians with
such difficult pasts as Dallas’s, but nevertheless this book shows how important
friendship, personal commitment and
time are in every discipling relationship.
My only criticism of this book is that I
think Ted is a little casual about his use
of popular culture. Perhaps his relaxed
attitude (he is a fan of Eminem and all
sorts of music and movies I don’t know
personally but can guess at) stems from
an intellectual-type admiration for the insights the world sometimes has into sin.
But considering he has small children,
and considering that some readers may
lack a little discernment of their own, I
think he should be a bit more careful.
That said, I found the book an excellent illustration of true discipleship in
action. A totally enjoyable and instructive read!

Serving Jesus:
women discipling
women
At the heart of all discipling is the gospel.
That is, the glorious royal announcement
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died
in the place of sinners, thereby restoring the relationship between God and
His people. Jesus established God’s new
creation, and is now reigning as the
exalted King of this world. This message
demands our response; that is, trading
in our selfish agendas in order to follow
this King, trusting Him alone for salvation and in all of life. Is Jesus your Lord
and Saviour? We all need to answer this
question, men and women alike. No
one is exempt.
Discipling is teaching others about the
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gospel and how they are to live out its
truths in their lives. It involves opening
God’s Word and praying that the Holy
Spirit will work understanding and conviction of it. It includes sharing of lives
and selves. In it we confess that “Jesus
Christ … gave himself for us to redeem
us … and to purify for himself a people
that are his very own, eager to do what
is good” (Titus 2:14-15). Put in a different way, discipling is a relational ministry
where people are informed about Jesus,
and then, in turn, through the Holy Spirit,
transformed into His likeness.
Women, too, are called to this task
of discipling. The mandate given to

dwell in you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom”
(3:16).
Susan Hunt is one (of many) godly
women who have thought about women
discipling women and she refers to it
as “spiritual mothering.” She uses Titus
2:1-5, in which Paul instructs Titus to
teach the older women to train the
younger women, as her springboard
for unpacking a vision for the women
of the church where spiritually mature
women disciple/nurture their sisters in
Christ in order to encourage and equip
them to live for God’s glory. Hunt has
written and taught considerably on

the church in Matthew 28 to “make
disciples of all nations … teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded
you” applies to the women of the
church, too. Within the boundaries set
by God, there are many opportunities
where women can (and should) teach
and disciple others. Examples are as
numerous and as varied as are the
lives women lead, but will include:
mature, older women passing on Biblical
wisdom to young women as they make
life choices; befriending an unbelieving
work colleague or a new Christian, and
meeting up for the purpose of one-onone Bible study and prayer; training our
children; meeting up for coffee in order
to discuss how God’s Word speaks to
a particular problem or situation; small
group forums such as a women’s Bible
study. These and many others are all
opportunities for women to purposefully
work out and apply God’s command
in Colossians to “let the word of Christ

this topic, not least in her book titled
Spiritual Mothering: The Titus 2 Model
for Women Mentoring Women. While
the metaphor of a mother can be
applied more broadly (Paul himself, for
example, compares himself to a mother
in his letter to the Thessalonians), Hunt’s
vision for women nurturing other women
resonates. Mothers pour themselves out
sacrificially for their children’s wellbeing.
Being caring, relational, and ‘motherly’ is
intrinsic to who women are as females.
Moreover, implied in nurturing is the
concept of growth – of planting, feeding,
watering, caring for a tender plant so
that it will grow and mature, and, to
use another Biblical metaphor, produce
fruit. That is, the purpose of spiritual
mothering is to nurture another so that
she will grow in the Lord, transformed
more and more into the likeness of Jesus.
Hunt’s books provide useful hooks
with which to get started in discipling. As
she stated in a recent talk at the Gospel
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Coalition Conference for Women (2012),
many women feel inadequate and need
help to begin. Nothing is more powerful
than the Bible and prayer, of course, but
books such as those by Hunt are helpful
guides. Another related book I’ve used is
Women Helping Women: A Biblical Guide
to the Major Issues Women Face, edited
by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Carol Cornish,
and dedicated to “all the Titus 2 women
who counsel and nurture their sisters.” In
another book, Women’s Ministry in the
Local Church, co-authored with J. Ligon
Duncan, Hunt outlines a more formal
way for the women of a whole church
to be taught discipling principles; this,
too, is worth thinking about.
Of course, Hunt’s vision is not her
own, but is that of God Himself. Together with the whole church, women have
a glorious task to minister to each other
– to read the Bible together, to pray, to
discuss and share their lives in light of
what the Bible teaches. This may happen
in a formal setting or over morning tea as
the children play together; frequently or
less so depending on the season of one’s
life; as a young woman with another
young woman or a different combination of women. However it happens,
women should orient their relationships
with one another having their eye firmly
on encouraging growth in the likeness of
Christ. Pray that the burden on Paul’s
heart, communicated to the Colossians,
would also be that of the women in your
church, that their desire for other women
is gospel growth: “bearing fruit in every
good work, growing in the knowledge of
God, being strengthened with all power
… [for all] endurance and patience with
joy, giving thanks to the Father [for bringing them out of] the dominion of darkness [and transferred into] the kingdom
of his beloved Son” (Colossians 1:9-13).
Finally, what is at stake here is no less
than the reputation of Christ Himself in
this world. Paul’s concluding words in this
section in Titus 2 on women teaching
women are that this work is vital “so that
no one will malign the word of God”
(vs. 5). For the sake of His honour as
King of kings and Lord of lords, women
pour themselves out for other women in
order to draw attention to Him and His
work! This is motivational! They serve
the risen Saviour, our Lord Jesus!
Veronica Hoyt
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Feminine focus
Sally Davey

How wide is your calling?
I’m bad with machines. I mean really,
really bad. Especially with electronic
ones. I don’t think like a machine, I
have no empathy with them; and the
questions they ask you just baffle me.
The way I generally learn to use one is
to do the same tasks often enough that
I have them memorised. Hopeless!
How do all my friends cope? Easy.
They’ve learned from their children, or
in the case of my mother’s friends, from
their grandchildren. End of story – they
have built-in tutors who give lessons
as part of the give-and-take of family
life. But for me it’s different. You see, I
have no children, and will never have
grandchildren.
This fact has had a major bearing on
my life for the past 25 years; and as
you can imagine, has altered the course
of what it would otherwise have been.
It has led me in directions I certainly
didn’t expect 30 or 40 years ago, and
which I probably wouldn’t have wanted
back then. There have been moments
of great sadness, of longing; even envy.
But I’m glad that in such moments –
which always pass – I never committed
my thoughts to paper. God has worked
changes in my heart over the years, and
I’ve come to see that personal trials are
best reflected on after we have learned
the lessons God intended us to learn
from them. Only then do we have some
perspective with which to assess them.
Perhaps some of you have been going
through a similar trial. Perhaps you’re
even in the fiery furnace right now. If so,
I hope that the thoughts I’ve collected
here will encourage you. Though the
road ahead might seem long and difficult,
there are blessings to expect for those
whom God has called to travel on it.
And, let’s face it honestly: it can be a
very difficult road to travel on. Childlessness, especially for the Christian woman,
is very painful indeed. Most women
love children and hope to have some.
Without children we feel all kinds of loss,
emptiness and aching longing. Clearly the
desire for children is a God-given one.
The Bible speaks everywhere of maternal
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love. “As one whom his mother comforts,
so I will comfort you …” (Isaiah 66:13) is
an image that needs no explaining, whatever culture you are part of. The young
Christian couple is left with a myriad of
unanswered questions when they learn
from their doctor that children are unlikely to be part of their lives:
Why does God say so much about family
life? Why does he promise children as a
blessing so often in the Old Testament?
Is there some kind of curse on me that
I don’t have any? Have I sinned? Is God
punishing me? How in the world am
I going to face my friends and family
having children, one by one, year after
year? All those baby showers and baptisms? It doesn’t stop. And then, just
when you thought you’d got over it
and that phase of life is finished, your
friends’ children get married, and then
your friends become totally preoccupied
with their grandchildren. It doesn’t ever
– really - stop, does it?
Perhaps we need to consider the
things that make childlessness so very
painful and such a shock to the Christian; and especially to the Reformed

Christian believer. I have found that
isolating them, and finding the Bible’s
answers for them, does provide the way
to start dealing with this hole in our lives.
Where do we start?
The first reality to face is the terrible
shock that acts like a train-derailment:
the news that, for whatever reason, we’re
unable to have children. We’re dealt a
body-blow because everything we had
been attuned to hope for and expect
in life has been cut off. Little Christian
girls grow up being taught that it’s the
greatest blessing in life to be a mother;
and to have children of your own is
a kind of crowning glory. In a day of
feminism the evangelical church has gone
to great lengths to bolster up the biblical
ideal of marriage and family; encouraging
mothers to stay home with their children,
and so on. We grow up thinking our
lives will look like this: school, tertiary
training, work, marriage, family. And
that takes care of the rest of our lives.
When this doesn’t happen, it’s like life
has been cut off, and we’re bewildered,
grieving. Our husbands can at least carry
on with the career or business they were
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going to devote themselves to anyway.
But what do we do?
The other reason it is such a bodyblow is that, schooled in covenantal
views of the Old Testament, we see
having children as a blessing tied up with
our ongoing role as part of God’s faithful
people. So much is made of the children
of believers being “special” and part of
our inheritance in the Lord, that we’re
inclined to wonder if our childlessness
isn’t some sign of being cursed, or cut
out of God’s covenant with the faithful.
I remember finding these thoughts particularly distressing.
So, what to do with this painful rerouting of my life? How do I rethink it?
One of the keys that I think helps
is the biblical doctrine of vocation.
The Reformers were very strong advocates of this important teaching; since
they were rescuing it from its medieval
Roman Catholic abuse. In the Middle
Ages anyone who wanted to pursue the
most spiritual path in life would become
a monk or a nun, as removing yourself
from the world and devoting your life to
prayer was thought to be more God-honouring than a regular, worldly occupation
such as being a maid or a gardener, or
a lawyer or fisherman. The Reformers
taught, instead, that all legitimate work
was sanctified in God’s service, and that
Christians should pursue that work as
their own special calling in life. To make
things clearer, they pointed out that all
Christians have two callings. Their first
is their general calling, through faith in
Christ, to serve him and glorify him all
their days. The second, specific calling is
that particular job or task in which God
has placed you to serve him and others
all your days in this world. The Reformers considered that no one task in this
world should be deemed more “spiritual” or God-honouring than any other.
How does that apply here? It seems to
me that we should always remember that
the single most important, defining fact of
our lives is that we are sinners saved by
the grace of God - daughters of a King
who gave his life for us; and that all of
our life is devoted to his service. Come
what may, this much is true of us. And
will be true throughout eternity. Given
this general calling, the nature of our
specific calling, while important, is less
significant. Thus when God can – and
does – change it, we can rest content
that his good purposes for us have not
changed. We can still serve him with
all our hearts. This is how a Christian
like my mother was able to keep going
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when my father died suddenly and unexpectedly of a heart attack. From one
moment to the next she had gone from
being a wife to a widow – ushering in
all manner of changes in her circumstances. And this, too, is how we can
cope when our hopes are dashed and a
childless future stretches out before us.
Is life distressing for us? Yes, absolutely. But does God love us as his children, and have useful work for us to
do? Most surely!
A second important point, following on from the Reformers’ emphasis
on the spiritual equality of all callings,
is that none of us need view any other
calling God gives us as second-best to
motherhood. Sometimes I think we miss
the mark when our desire for children is
so strong that any other calling is considered a consolation prize for the alsoran. There are many valid things for a
Christian woman to do. Now, obviously, motherhood may have been our first
choice, and Christians should of course
want to have children. But to some of
us God has said “no”. He has done it,
and it is his prerogative to give us a different calling. It may be a useful calling
in the workplace, in some profession or
business. You may be given many opportunities to serve others and bear witness
to Christ in it – and that is wonderful.
Or you may wish to be part of training
the next generation, and do it through
teaching, either in a school or a university or informally, by way of friendships
with younger people, teaching them the
truths of the Bible as you have opportunity. You and your husband (if you are
married) may have a wonderful ability
to open your home to young people
whose parents don’t know the Saviour,
or who have – for whatever reason –
not taught them to know Christ; and
in this way you become the spiritual
parents of many children. This is an inestimable privilege.
That in turn leads me to the more
theological issue I raised, above. Too
often we see the blessings of the covenant in physical terms, as did Old Testament Israel. Last year our ladies’ Bible
study group studied the book of Leviticus, where we saw the many physical,
tangible ways God commanded Israel
to be a separated, holy nation. We also
read about the physical blessings he
promised them when they obeyed his
commands. They would have good crop
yields; they would prosper; they would
have children. But, as the writer of the
commentary we were using stressed, in

Christ these promises are to be spiritually understood.1 Today, we don’t look
for crops or children to discover whether
God is pleased with us. His options for
multiplying us, and making us “fruitful”
are not limited to numbers of children.
For instance, Romans Chapter 4 teaches
that it is not the physical descendants
of Abraham who are his children, but
those who believe as he did. It is spiritual
children that count, not merely physical
descendants. Thus, if we are willing to
be a blessing in the lives of people from
other families, we may become the spiritual parents of many.
So don’t be discouraged, don’t be
downcast. God has hope and purpose
for you. Your calling may be wider than
you ever dreamed.
Note: There is not space in one short
magazine article to cover all the possibilities raised by the topic of our calling
in Christ. But I would like to point you
to two books that touch on this subject,
and which I’ve found very helpful. They
are: Leland Ryken, Redeeming the Time:
A Christian Approach to Work and Leisure
(especially Chapter 8); and Gene Edward
Veith, God at Work: Your Christian Vocation in All of Life.
Notes

1 Philip H. Eveson, The Beauty of Holiness (Evangelical Press, Darlington, 2007). He writes:
“The so-called ‘prosperity gospel’ uses passages like [Leviticus 26:3-10] to encourage
people to believe that if they follow the Lord
wholeheartedly and keep his commandments
they will be blessed with plenty of money,
good health and long life. Neither Jesus nor
his apostles encourage such a belief and the
history of the Christian church down the centuries shows true followers of Christ suffering
poverty, ill health and early death, as well as
experiencing severe physical persecution for
their faith. God does bless believers with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus (Eph.1:3) and Jesus promises to make
up for family losses that come through commitment to Christ with a new spiritual family.
We are also taught that the present sufferings
of the people of God cannot be compared to
the glory that is to come.” (p. 381)
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The Canons of Dort: an historical
introduction
William Boekestein
In recent years Calvinism has acquired
a new level of energy and interest. In
2009 Time magazine called Calvinism
one of the top ten ideas changing the
world.1 But what is Calvinism?
Broadly speaking Calvinism (named
after the 16th century Genevan reformer John Calvin) is a biblical world-andlife view that speaks to the head, heart,
and hands with implications for church,
family, vocation, government, and everything in between.
But more narrowly conceived Calvinism is the Reformed understanding of
salvation. To borrow from James Packer,
it is a defense of a simple, three-word
assertion: God saves sinners. The triune
God alone provides the solution; man
only contributes the problem. In biblical salvation God saves to the uttermost
(Heb. 7:25), linking every aspect of our
salvation into one unbreakable golden
chain (Rom. 8:29–30). And those God
saves he ingloriously describes as dead
in sins (Eph. 2:1) and worthy of eternal
punishment (Rom. 6:23).
Unknown to many, this understanding
of salvation was carefully studied and officially affirmed at a synod in the Dutch
city of Dort, almost 400 years ago. The
document produced, the Canons of Dort,
remains a vital summary of Scripture for
many believers around the world.
The events that produced the Canons
are a little-known story of conflict and
conquest.
Background to the Five Points
From the official start of the Reformation in Europe (1517), it took a generation for the Reformed church to gain
prominence in the lowland territories
now known as Holland or the Netherlands. Around that time, beginning in
the 1550s, the region experienced severe
political and religious oppression at the
hands of Catholic Spain. Thousands
of Dutch Christians were put to death
during the Great Inquisition.
In the 1570s William of Orange led the
Dutch in a long and painful war against
their Spanish occupiers; in 1581 several
provinces united to form the Republic
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of the Netherlands. As Spain was driven
out the influence of the Roman Catholic Church began to wane as did that of
the Anabaptists who generally shunned
cooperation in political affairs. The religious group that mainly facilitated, and
chiefly benefited from, these social and
political gains was the Calvinists.
Because of the revolution, Dutch
social, religious and political life melded.
The Synod of Dort, although officially
dealing with a theological issue, was
greatly shaped by the socio-political
tenor of the day.

Formation of the Dutch Church
Since the middle of the 16th century
the Dutch Reformed Church had two
official doctrinal standards to which
ministers and elders were required to
subscribe; the Belgic Confession (1561)
and the Heidelberg Catechism (1563).
Both summarised Scripture in order to
maintain the unity of the church and
provide a roadmap to help people navigate the Bible. Beginning in the 1560s
several regional and national synods
were held for the mutual edification
of the churches.

Troops entering a Dutch city to restore order.
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Challenges to a Calvinistic consensus
Near the start of the 17th century the
solidarity of Dutch Calvinism was challenged from several angles.
First, in contrast to the more sober
view of natural man reflected in Romans
3 and articulated by Calvinists there
was the lingering appeal of Pelagianism and semi-pelagianism. Pelagius
was a fourth century British monk who
denied the need for divine aid in performing good works (semi-pelagianism
is a less extreme denial of the effects
of the fall of man).
Second, there was the influence of the
Dutch Scholar Erasmus (1466-1536) who
argued against Martin Luther that man’s
will is free to choose for or against God.
Following Erasmus’ lead many humanist
ministers in the closing years of the 16th
century were deposed for undermining
the doctrine of predestination. Remarkably their salaries continued to be paid
by the government!
Third, and most significantly, was
the influence of Jacob Arminus. Born
in South Holland, in 1560, Arminius
was orphaned in his early teens. As a
young man his personal graces and gifts
prompted several gracious sponsors to
pay for his early education. Arminius was
sent to Geneva (at public expense) for
theological training but was dismissed for
leading private lectures contradicting the
positions of the professors. After leaving
Geneva he became a popular minister
in the Netherlands in 1588. Around
1591, Arminius publicly argued against
the Reformed view of predestination and
questions about his orthodoxy began to
arise. In 1602, Arminius was elected to
replace the Reformer Francis Junius as
a professor of divinity in the University
of Leyden. This call was conditional on
the following: First, he must meet with
fellow professor Gomarus to settle the
concerns that were presently encircling
him. Second, if he at any point disagreed
with the Belgic Confession he should not
disseminate these views.
It soon became evident that while
Arminius spoke in favour of Reformed
doctrine in public he spoke against it
in private. As Arminius’ inconsistencies
became apparent churchmen began
again to investigate his views. While attending a conference in The Hague to
discuss his views, he took ill and died
on October 19, 1609.
The next year, Arminius’ followers
(called Remonstrants) drew up a document called a Remonstrance (or protest)
challenging several points of the Dutch
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doctrinal standards. This Remonstrance
taught that God elects sinners on the
condition of future faith, that Christ died
to save everyone, that sinners must cooperate with God to be saved, and that
God’s grace cannot overpower man’s
unbelief. It also suggested that true believers can lose their salvation. To oversimplify the positions of the two sides,
the Calvinists maintained God’s sovereignty in salvation while the Arminians
emphassed man’s ability.
To further their cause the Remonstrants
tried to fill the position vacated by
Arminius’ death with a certain Vorstius,
whose theology was significantly worse
than Arminius’. Even England’s James
I strongly admonished the Dutch
government to disallow the appointment.
Around this time a leading Arminian
named Episcopius was appointed to
a professorship in the University of
Leyden. It became evident that many
in the government were warming up
to their cause. Since, in those days
the government called church synods,
any efforts to examine the Arminian’s
views was denied. Chaos ensued in the
church and society. The unrest grew so
great that in August 1617 Dutch officials
mobilised soldiers to restore public order
in the cities.

the word of God, which is an infallible
rule of faith.”
Arriving quite late, the Remonstrants,
led by Episcopius, tried to begin their
defense by refuting Calvinistic doctrine,
especially that of predestination. The
Synod declined this method reminding
them that the meeting had convened
to examine the Remonstrant’s views in
light of Scripture. Their plans frustrated,
the Arminians withdrew from the Synod
and it proceeded without them.

Demand for a Synod
Around that time, James I sent a letter
to the Dutch government in which he
earnestly recommended the calling of
an international synod to sort out the
matters. The influential prince of Orange
urged the same thing. After much resistance by the Remonstrants, in 1618 the
decree was issued that later that November a synod should be held in Dort,
South Holland to examine the theology
of the Arminians. All expenses were to
be paid by the government. Letters of
invitation were sent to England, France,
Germany and Switzerland to send voting
representatives to the synod.2

Reflection on the Synod
Bishop Hall, one of the English delegates, a man remarkable for his piety,
later reflected on the Synod that there
was no place upon earth which he regarded as so like heaven as the Synod
of Dort, or in which he should be more
glad to remain.
Those who understand the doctrine
that was defended at Dort can understand Hall’s sentiments. We rejoice that
more and more people are coming to
agree that this “heavenly doctrine” most
greatly glorifies God and most greatly
comforts believers.

The birth of the Five Points
Before convening the synod the government declared a day of fasting and
prayer, seeking God’s help.

1 The New Calvinism By David Van Biema. Mar.
12, 2009.
2 The French delegates, who were forbidden attendance by King Louis XII, also approved
the Canons of Dort at their synod of Alais
on October 6th, 1620. Pastor William

Commencement of the Synod
On November 13 an international assembly of over 100 delegates from across
Europe, secular, academic and ecclesiastical (including both Presbyterians and
Anglicans) began its seven month deliberation. Each delegate swore an oath
to “use no human writing, but only

Decision of the Synod
After considerable discussion, the delegates rejected the Arminian positions.
They also positively set forth the biblical doctrine on these five points, both
without a single dissenting vote. The
Canons of Dort became the third doctrinal standard in the Dutch churches.
The synod also voted to provide the
Dutch churches with an improved Bible
translation. The singing of exclusive
psalmody was affirmed (although a few
scripture hymns were allowed) and the
practice of preaching from the themes
in the Heidelberg Catechism was established. Children were also to be catechised at home by the parents, in school
by the teachers, and at church by the
ministers.

Notes

Boekestein is the pastor of Covenant
Reformed Church in Carbondale, PA
(URCNA).
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The Reformation: an historical overview
and application
William Boekestein
October thirty-one is the anniversary of
an event which, although seemingly insignificant at the time, would prove to
be the great impetus for a reform movement that would change history; not only
that of a church but of western culture
as a whole. The reform movement has
become known as the Protestant Reformation. The event, occurring 495 years
ago this year, was a simple invitation by
an Augustinian monk to debate ninetyfive points of doctrine.
Admittedly, this introduction won’t
arrest the interest of everyone! In fact,
the majority of people today aren’t interested in the Reformation. Most people
either disapprove of the Reformation or
simply consider it irrelevant. So before
proceeding any further, let’s address
these two concerns.
According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, the Reformation, while supposedly “aiming at an internal renewal of
the Church, really led to a great revolt
against it, and an abandonment of the
principal Christian beliefs.” Clearly not
everyone is celebrating the Protestant
Reformation this year and many view
the Reformation in the unfriendly terms
used above. But was the Reformation
really a revolt against the church or was
it a call to recover the apostolic Christianity upon which the church was first
founded?
The second concern has to do with
the relevance of the Reformation. What
does a 500 year old event have to do
with us? Let me suggest three reasons
for studying the Reformation. The first
reason is doxological, meaning, we want
to give thanks to the Lord for his work
in history. It is good for us to examine
and commemorate his continuing
work in the church. Secondly, this
study is educational; that is, we study
the Reformation to learn about our
heritage. Only a fool lives as if wisdom
began with him. In Proverbs 1:8, God
admonishes us to hear the instruction of
our fathers. Here he is speaking explicitly
of biological fathers but our spiritual
fathers have much to say to us as well.
Lastly, this study is experiential. In
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other words, how does your experience
compare with the principles of the reformation? If we believe that we can and
must learn from history then we must
allow history to examine us. How do
you and I need to undergo a personal
reformation?
The setting of the Reformation
There are several important factors that
help frame the events of the Reformation.
Medieval life in general
First, physical conditions for the medievals
were deplorable. One fifteenth century
man described his life in these terms:
“O miserable and very sad life! We
suffer from warfare, death and famine;
Cold and heat, day and night, sap our
strength; fleas, scab mites and so much
other vermin make war against us.
In short, have mercy, Lord, upon our
wicked persons, whose life is very short.”
Spiritual welfare was equally poor.
Medieval folk were constantly reminded
that they were speedily nearing a
personal confrontation with death, and
therefore with heaven or hell. Ironically,
they were not being prepared for this
inevitability by the church. Rather than
directing troubled souls to the finished
work of Christ, clerics urged their
parishioners to “do what lies within
them.” Faced with the standard of God’s
holiness as the requirement for salvation
and the meager resources of their own
inability to meet that standard, desperate
souls lost hope.
The established church was in crisis
because it increasingly failed to resemble
the church built upon the foundation of
the Lord Jesus and exemplified by the
apostles and their followers.
Problems in the church
As early as the twelfth century God began
raising up men such as Peter Waldo,
John Wycliffe, and John Hus (who was
burned alive for his convictions) to challenge medieval church errors. Yet, reform
efforts failed and in the sixteenth century
church reformers continued to focus on
needed changes, especially in the following areas.
First, there was a lack of pastoral

leadership. The Catholic Encyclopedia
explains: The clergy’s chief object – to
guide man to his eternal goal – claimed
too seldom their attention, and worldly
activities became the chief interest. Pastoral care fell largely into the background.
Whole generations were left ignorant of
the gospel’s reconciling power.
Second, there was an elevation of monasticism (the idea that religion happens
when we isolate ourselves from the rest
of the world) which undercut the significance of Christianity lived out by
common people in ordinary life.
Third, there was an undue emphasis
on the saints and on Mary which, it was
alleged, tended to minimize the singular
glory of Christ.
Fourth, there was an inappropriate
homage paid to tradition resulting in
the practical neglect of the Scriptures.
Fifth, the church controlled her
members’ worship from the cradle to the
grave through the use of a sacramental
system whereby the church leaders performed acts of worship on behalf of the
parishioner. This sacramentalism practically choked out pure, simple gospel
preaching which would have encouraged
freedom of sincere worship of God in
one’s daily life.
Sixth, Rome insisted that man is justified (made acceptable to God) through
faith in Christ’s work on the cross plus
the addition of man’s works. This, the
Reformers argued, strikes at the heart of
Christianity itself and nullifies God’s gracious and sovereign work in salvation.
Seventh (the problem that most
prompted reform) was the papal system
of indulgences. An indulgence, says the
Catholic Encyclopedia, is “The remission
of the temporal punishment for sin…
granted by the church…” Indulgences
could be secured by any number of
means. But what most stirred the ire of
the Reformers was their sale by peddlers.
Forgiveness had bypassed the heart and
gone directly to the wallet. More than
others, this abuse produced the spark
of the Reformation.
The spark of the Reformation
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther,
made his way to the church in Wit15

tenberg, Germany. He pounded a few
nails through a piece of paper into the
door of the church, making a sound
that would be heard around the world.
On the paper were written ninety-five
theses or propositions. Initially, Luther
was simply calling for a debate on the
question of the abuses of indulgences
not the practice outright. His request
was denied. Instead, the Roman church
deployed its theologians to reinforce its
official position and attack Luther for his
“heretical” views. He was excommunicated and his safety was threatened.
Luther did not back down. He continued writing against the abuses still with
the intention of reforming the Roman
Catholic Church. However, after much
opposition, Luther published a book
entitled The Babylonian Captivity of the
Church. After reading this treatise, the
Dutch scholar Erasmus, a contemporary
of Luther, predicted that “the breach
is irreparable.” His prediction proved
true. The Reformation would continue
to spread, although not from within the
established church but from without.
The spread of the Reformation
The call for Church reformation was
dispersed throughout the land primarily
though writing and preaching. As Luther
continued to write against abuses, others
became inspired and propelled the
movement forward.
Around the 1530s, the Reformation
divided into two branches: the Lutherans
(more moderate in their reform efforts)
and the Reformed (more rigorous in
reform). The latter group was represented
by Ulrich Zwingli, Heinrich Bullinger and
John Calvin (who was only eight years
old at the dawn of the Reformation), all
of whom labored in Switzerland.
Chiefly from Calvin’s home of Geneva,
Switzerland, the Reformation spread to
the lowlands of Germany and Holland
as well as the British Isles, finding vibrant
expression in English, Scottish and Dutch
Puritanism. Calvinism, as the Reformed
faith is sometimes called, was carried
to America by the English pilgrims
and by later European immigrants. It
is estimated that by the time America
declared independence from England,
two-thirds of the population were at
least nominally Calvinistic.
The cycles of the Reformation
Despite its earlier vibrancy, Reformed
doctrine and life began to decline in
the 1800s owing to influences such
as the Enlightenment in Europe and
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Revivalism in America. In the twentieth
century the impact of liberalism and
the revived teachings of Jacob Arminius
(Arminianism) further damaged the
Reformed cause.
Today, Calvinism is experiencing a
revival. Previously non-reformed seminaries are embracing reformed doctrine.
Reformed books which had long since
fallen out of print are rapidly being reprinted. As one writer says, “Calvinism
has a bright future, for it offers much to
people who seek to believe and practice the whole counsel of God. Calvinism aims to do so with both clearheaded
faith and warmhearted spirituality, which
when conjoined, produces vibrant living
in the home, the church, and the marketplace to the glory of God.”1
The summons for a modern
Reformation
The Reformation began in the heart
of Luther as he faced his own sinfulness. The established church offered no
remedy for his struggle and thus he began
to protest the man-made religious expressions which lacked a pure proclamation
of God’s grace. As modern day Protestants, let us follow Luther’s example in
examining our own hearts and lives in
light of three Reformation principles.
Sola Scriptura (Latin “Scripture Alone”)
During the time of the Reformation,
thousands of biblical Christians died
defending the Bible. They were not
defending the right to have Bibles in
their homes but rather a way of life and
thought based upon the Word of God
and not the traditions of men.
Are we orienting our lives around
the Word of God with the same intensity as the Reformers? A deeper Christian life comes about only as the Spirit
works upon our hearts using his chosen
means–the Bible. Are we reading the
Bible individually and as a family? Are
we worshipping in a church where the
Scriptures–not people– are the final authority?

happen only at church? Or is your faith
robust enough to be useful in real life?
Soli Deo Gloria (Latin “Glory to God
alone”)
How concerned are we about the glory
of God? The Reformers were effective in their work, among other reason,
because they were passionate about God
and about his kingdom. Where is your
passion? The personal kingdoms that
you and I may be building in terms of
wealth, reputation, personal gratification
will be gone within a few generations.
How do you glorify God? Consider
with me the answer given by one modern-day reformer: The Christian glorifies
God “by confessing his sins to God and
fleeing to Christ for forgiveness and for
having God’s nature restored to him.
By praising, worshipping, and delighting
in the triune God as Creator, Provider,
and Redeemer. By trusting God and surrendering all things into his hands… By
walking humbly, thankfully, cheerfully
before God and becoming increasingly
conformed to the image of His Son. By
knowing, loving, and living the commands of God’s Word. By being heavenly minded and cherishing the desire
to be with God forever.”2
The glory of God is the Christian’s
highest ambition. No other goal or desire
can measure up. Living for God’s glory
was and always will be the ultimate goal
and result of any true reformation.
Notes

1 Joel Beeke, Living for God’s Glory, (Orlando:
Reformation Trust), 12.
2 Beeke, 147-148.

Pastor William Boekestein is the
pastor of Covenant Reformed Church
in Carbondale, PA (URCNA) and
has written three illustrated books
introducing the Three Forms of Unity
to children including “The Glory of
Grace: The Story of the Canons of
Dort” (Reformation Heritage Books,
2012).

Christianity as a practical religion
Where do we practice our Christianity?
Many people have the mistaken notion
that the highest (or only) expression of
our religion occurs in church where religion is thought to be performed by
the cleric.
The Reformers placed a premium on
church worship but their worship services
were geared to promote practical piety
outside of worship. Does your religion
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Books in focus
The Glory of Grace: The Story of
the Canons of Dort
Reviewed by Andre Holtslag
Almost every catechism (church education class) student, when first hearing
about the Canons of Dort, pictures a
great big cannon that shoots out cannonballs! Some might even wonder if
they sat out front of a church in the
Netherlands to warn away people who
had unbiblical ideas! But every patient
catechism teacher will carefully explain
that the word ‘canon,’ when used for
a document like this, does not refer to
the big gun but to a ‘standard rule’ or
an agreed measurement. A ‘canon’ is a
set of statements that summarises true
teaching so that you can recognise false
teaching. And so, the Canons of Dort
is a set of statements put together as a
summary of true teaching, in a place
called Dort. It is also one of the four
confessions of faith that we as the Reformed Churches of New Zealand hold
as a faithful summary of what is taught
in the Bible.
Most members of the church will not
come into contact with this document
until their teenage years in catechism. In
addition, it is probably the least known
of our four confessions. And yet, with its
focus on the doctrines of grace, which
is both pastoral and comprehensive, it
is a real gem!
In this respect, the Rev. William
Boekestein, a pastor of a United Reformed Church in North America, has
greatly blessed the wider Reformed world
by writing a children’s book about the
Canons of Dort. It is the third book in a
series of children’s books that began with
one about the Heidelberg Catechism
and then one about Guido de Bres, the
author of the Belgic Confession of Faith.
He has called this book, The Glory of
Grace: The Story of the Canons of Dort. It
is beautifully illustrated, as were the first
two, by Mr. Evan Hughes. It is around
30 pages long and a hardcover.
In the book, he explores the historical setting, the characters involved in
the controversy that led to the Canons
being written, and the content of the
Canons. He helps us to see the very
real tensions that existed at the time of
the debate that led to the Canons being
written. He also gives us a window into
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William of Orange during a sea battle.

the atmosphere of the meeting that produced the Canons by providing a quotation from Bishop Hall, an Englishmen
who attended and said, “There is no
place upon earth which I regard as so
like heaven as the Synod of Dort.” And
he does all this in a manner that is easy
to follow and that will aid understanding and appreciation.

It would make a valuable addition to
church libraries, and is an ideal book
for parents or grandparents to purchase
for their children/grandchildren, and to
read with them.
The book is available from www.heritagebooks.org for around $10 NZD (as
are the other two).

AFTER THE FLOOD
by Bill Cooper
Readers who have read this intriguing book, and have relatives
in Holland who have swallowed
the modernist view of the book
of Genesis, will be pleased to
know that this is now available
in Dutch as Na de Vloed, translated by Frank van de Laar. The
author, Bill Cooper, reports that
it is also available in Portuguese
and in the Russian language of
the Ukraine, where it has been
introduced into schools. Although this book was written
to strengthen and inform Christians in their faith in the first
eleven books of the Bible, and
not as an evangelistic tool, he
has received many reports from these
countries of conversions following the reading of the book.
The Dutch “Na de Vloed” is available from rinuskiel@xs4all.nl who heads
De Oude Wereld, a creationist organisation over there.
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Continuing Revelation?
By James Visscher
Many years ago
It happened many years ago in Orangeville, Ontario, even before I became a
minister. I met a man who had married
a member of my home congregation. He
recognized me and proceeded to tell me
a most amazing story. He said that he
had been deeply in debt and that one
night God came to him and told him
to take out his cheque book and write
cheques to all of his debtors. He told
me that he did what God told him to
do and that now several days later all
of his debts were gone.
Needless to say, his story left me
puzzled. “How could this be? What did
this mean?”

❝ Should

But then as time passed I forgot about
the matter until some months later I met
him again. I asked him how he was
doing. He said that he was doing poorly
for he was deeply in debt. Surprised, I
asked him how this was possible. “The
last time we met you told me that all of
you debts had miraculously disappeared
thanks to God’s command.” To which
he admitted that some weeks after he
wrote the cheques, they all came back
NSF – non-sufficient funds!
Needless to say that incident made
me an instant skeptic when it came to
“God told me” stories. Nevertheless, I
continued to come across them.
For example, some of you may remember the story of the faith healer
Oral Roberts who said that God told
him to build the City of Faith Medical

we supplement
biblical revelation with
direct revelation or should
we simply replace the
one with the other? ❞

Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Later, when
the Center got into financial trouble,
Roberts said that God had appeared to
him again and this time God told him,
through the Spirit, that he had to raise 8
million dollars to keep the Center open,
or else he would kill him. Now that story
generated more than a few headlines to
the effect – “God says, ‘Pay Up or Die!’”
Or what about the Pastor who told his
congregation one fine Sunday morning
that the Spirit had appeared to him in a
dream and told him that he had to build
a new $11,000,000 church building? Or
what about the husband who said that
God told him to divorce his wife, while
his wife claimed that God told her that
she had to stay married to him? Or what
about the missionary who showed up
one summer in the Bulkley Valley with
a brand new, young and beautiful wife
and told everyone that the Spirit had
directed him to discard the old model?
Now, I could go on, but I think you
get the picture. The stories of Christians,
especially those of the charismatic variety,
claiming that God the Father or God the
Holy Spirit speaks to them directly and
tells them specific things or gives them
special orders, are everywhere these
days. So often you can hear people
say “God told me” or “The Spirit said
to me” or “I got this vision from God”
or “I am doing this on God’s orders.”
I read about it often. I hear it locally
and I hear it in China. It is everywhere.
Passing the biblical test?
Now in a way all of this might not be
so far off the mark; after all, Christianity
has long recognized that while God communicates his will to his people through
his Word, he also makes use of intuition, events, incidents, brotherly advice,
and a host of other things to guide and
direct us. God has an unlimited arsenal
of providential weapons at his disposal.
But should these means and instruments
be identified as revelation, and direct,
divine revelation at that?
Furthermore, the issue becomes much
more complicated when the things that
people claim God told them are in
direct conflict or at flagrant odds with his
Word. Since when does God tell people
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to dump their wives and get divorced?
Since when does God tell pastors to build
huge churches? Since when does God tell
people to avoid their financial responsibilities and write cheque after cheque, even
when they have no money in the bank?
There is also something else that is
disturbing here. Why should people
bother with the Bible at all when they
already have a direct line to heaven?
Why read the Word, memorize the
Word, discuss the Word, meditate on the
Word, and do all of that other mentally
taxing stuff, when you can just go to
God, ask him whatever you want and
get an instant answer? Forget the Word
of God! Dial heaven directly!
But is that the way to go? All of this
calls on us to stand back and ask ourselves, “Is this according to the will
of God? Should we supplement biblical revelation with direct revelation or
should we simply replace the one with
the other?” Obviously we need to study
and test this matter.
So what does the Bible say about
itself? And what does it say about direct
and ongoing revelation today?
Revelation – beware!
The first thing that we learn from the
Bible itself is that revelation, or those
who claim to be dispensing divine revelation or prophecy for that matter, are
dealing with dangerous things. Do you
know what happened in the OT to a
man who stood before God’s people
and claimed to be speaking for God?
Deuteronomy 18:20 – 22 says that you
need to test him. If what the man says
comes true, he is for real. If what he
says does not come true, he is false.
But that’s not all. For if what he says
is false, he must be put to death. If that
measuring rod were applied today, the
landscape would be littered with a lot of
bodies, the dead bodies of a great many
false prophets. Claiming to dispense
divine revelation is a serious matter.
And so is trying to add to this revelation. The Book of Revelation says “I
warn anyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: If anyone
adds anything to them, God will add
to him the plagues described in this
book” (22:18).
		
Revelation – enough!
The second thing that we learn from the
Bible itself is that it is sufficient for salvation. In other words, we really do not
need any additional revelations. Indeed,
when it comes to the heart and centre
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of our salvation, we know enough.
Turn to two places at the end of
John’s gospel. The first of these in John
20 tells us that John’s gospel, and by
extension the other gospels, as well as
the rest of the Bible, tell us all that we
need to know about Christ. “But these
(signs) are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life
in his name” (20:31). The biblical record
tells us about the Saviour. It tells us that
he is the Anointed. It tells us that he is
divine. It tells us that we need to believe
in him. It tells us that when we do, we
shall receive life – eternal, everlasting,
glorious life. Hence it is all there. Who
needs more?
And there is something else as well.
Both John 20 and 21 tell us that there
is a lot more that could have been included, but was not. John 20 informs us
that “Jesus did many other miraculous
signs in the presence of his disciples.”
John 21 tells us that if all the things
that Jesus did were written down there
would not be enough room in the world
for all the books that would be written.
Quite simply, there is a great deal more
to tell about Jesus, but what we have in
the Bible is, John says, enough. We do
not need any more. We should not go
looking or asking for any more.
Revelation – complete!
Besides, there is also Hebrews 1. It
teaches us that not only is this Word’s
revelation sufficient, but it also adds that

this revelation is the best, the fullest,
and the most complete revelation of
all. Consider: “In the past God spoke
to our forefathers through the prophets
at many times and in various ways, but
in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son” (1:1, 2a).
Just who is this Son?
• He is “the heir of all things” (v. 2);
• He is the One through whom God
made the universe (v. 2);
• He is “the radiance of God’s glory”
(v. 3);
• He is “the exact representation of his
being” (v. 3);
• He is the One who sustains all things
(v. 3);
• He provides “purification for sins” (v.
3);
• He is enthroned “at the right hand
of the Majesty on high” (v. 3).
In other words, there is no better or
higher or fuller revelation than what we
receive in and through the Son. Look to
him, take his gospel words and deeds to
heart – it does not get any better than
this. God has never spoken any clearer
than this. He never will. What more
does one need than the all-sufficient
God-spoken, Christ-centred and Spiritinspired Word of God?
Mr. James Visscher is co-pastor of the
Canadian Reformed Church at Langley,
British Columbia jvisscher@telus.net
Reprinted from Clarion, May 2012
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Focus on home
Harriet Haverland

Gleanings
from our
bulletins…
BIRTHS
Bosgra, Joseph Charlie – a son born
to Marco and Anita – September 6th
(Bishopdale)
Havelaar, Nathan Daniel – a son born
to Daniel and Monique – September
19th (Christchurch)
Martin, Mikayla Alexandra Rose – a
daughter born to Chris and Sunny –
August 31st (Masterton)
Vaatstra, Ariana – a daughter born to
Bernie and Vanessa (Palmerston North)

DEATHS

Pukekohe: Jake and Jamie Phillips
Wainuiomata: Ross Baird

WEDDINGS
September 8th – Matthew Donk and Mallorie de Vries were married in Hastings.
September 15th – Jaron van de Waardt
and Jessica Mitchell were married in
Auckland
September 22nd – Joel Duinkerke and
Marcia (Jung Hwa) Lee were married
in Avondale
October 6th – Michael David Weatherall and Marjolein Caroline Vos were
married in Howick

MILESTONE EVENTS
Van Trigt, Len & Ann – 60th anniversary
on September 13th (Avondale)
Slegh, Jet – 90th birthday on September
22nd (Hamilton)

Kleinjan, Cornella (Corrie) – aged 88
on September 3rd (Silverstream)

MINISTERS AND CHURCH
WORKERS

PROFESSIONS OF FAITH

Dunedin: As a congregation we rejoice
with Erik Stolte as he sustained his
presbytery examination on September
22nd. There was a large contingent of
learned men from within the presbytery
and beyond who certainly put our pastor
to be through his paces. In its report
to the last synod the Church Order

Bucklands Beach: Suzanne Patchell will
reaffirm her faith and her sons Ashton
and Jesse will be baptised. Thomas Liu
will reaffirm his faith. Rick (Eurick) Tee
will profess his faith.
Nelson: Jamie Van Berkel

27th December to 3rd January
Finlay Park, Cambridge
The theme for this years camp – Olympics
The devotional leaders are:
Rev John Haverland (mornings) and
Rev Pieter van Huyssteen (evenings)

Enrolments via the rcnz website – rcnzonline.com/familycamp
All fee information etc available online.

A great place for fun and fellowship.
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Committee, in setting out advantages of
the two-examination system, noted: “A
second exam is an opportunity for the
whole of the calling congregation to be
present and to assure themselves of the
ability and suitability of their ministerelect.” We can give thanks to the Lord
that such an assurance was most surely
given.
Albert Couperus reports that he and his
family have settled down well in the US
of A. Albert has completed his summer
Greek training at MARS (Mid-America
Reformed Seminary) and has obtained
a very creditable result. He now faces
the difficult task of learning Hebrew.
Pray that God would grant him and his
family to be well-equipped to minister
in our churches on their return.
Rev. Tom Tyson (who has similarly
served with us in the past) has agreed to
do a stint in North Shore when Rev. John
Rogers takes his long service leave. Rev.
and Mrs Tyson will be with us from 1st
February to 22nd April (twelve Sundays).
A big thanks to evangelist, Keith Darrell
who, has been an encouragement to
many of us in Bishopdale over the last
few months. Visiting from America,
Keith has spent time with our catechism
classes, Fellowship Groups, Rangiora
Fellowship, Session, and Senior Youth
Club. In different ways we have been
encouraged and challenged in our
witness to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Praise be to God for the unanimous vote
at our special congregational meeting
last week to invite Rev. Norman de
Jong and his wife Wilma to come to
Hastings for 3 months from November
through to January. Please be in prayer
for our brother and sister as they make
arrangements to travel from their home
in Michigan, USA. (Hastings)
Dr Bill Berends has been visiting different congregations through the country
to promote the work of the Reformed
Theological College.

CHURCH BUILDINGS
Christchurch: Please pray for the Cornwall Street congregation and session as
they consider their options for the future.
Palmerston North: Due to undertaking
a major building project, the Reformed
Church of Palmerston North is temporarily
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worshipping at Winchester School hall
directly opposite the church on Ruahine
Street. This will be for the duration of
the build.

provides an opportunity for people of
all ages to be involved in a simple but
hands-on project that has the power to
transform children’s lives.”

Foxton Reformed Church is seeking
pledges from its members for a building project

Dunedin: Each year, Prison Fellowship
organises the buying of gifts for the children of men who will be in prison at
Christmas. Money is raised through donations from mainly the churches locally
and each child receives a gift that is
age-appropriate and suitable for them.
Last year, we provided gifts for 90 local
children. Angel Tree is a wonderful way
to show the love of Christ in a practical
way that helps the parent in prison to
keep a line of contact open with their
child, and helps to make Christmas a
time that is more pleasant for the children than it might otherwise be.

Wellington Reformed Church is currently considering plans for renovating
their buildings.

MISSIONS
Lauretta Duinkerke: It was great to
see Lauretta and Theresa a few weeks
ago here in Hastings. Both Jair and
Lauretta wanted to specially thank the
Hastings congregation for our support
over the past few years, spiritually and
financially. They would love to have us
all over for a coffee – but as that’s not
possible they have done the next best
thing by bringing us some coffee! This
morning’s coffee beans come all the
way from the Solomon Islands courtesy
of the Duinkerkes. Enjoy!
Susan Larsen: We can give thanks to
God that He has answered many prayers,
and Susan has been accepted to return to
the Solomon Islands as a volunteer for a
further term, D.V. to complete the work
the Lord has called her to in setting up
a Disability Centre and training locals to
continue the work. She will spend a few
months in Auckland before returning to
the Solomon Islands. Her funding has
been extended for a further three years.

DENOMINATIONAL
Hymnal Committee: We would appreciate your prayers. We are nearing the
end of the project and the three ladies
on the committee especially are putting
in a lot of work, finalising musical, punctuation choice, proof-reading (several
times!) and so forth. We will be reviewing the critiques we have received from
the churches since synod and finalising
our choices.

ACTS OF SERVICE
Bishopdale/Wellington/Hukanui: Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes.
The resources for this will be available
next week. Last year as a church we
managed to fill over 30 shoe boxes! It
would be great to be able to fill even
more this year. “Operation Christmas
Child is a unique project of Samaritan’s
Purse that brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the
world through gift-filled shoe boxes. It
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Pukekohe: Would You be a Host Family?
The host family concept seeks to reach
out to those who visit with us for worship
on the Lord’s Day. It is primarily an outreach that seeks to ensure that all visitors
are made to feel welcome, whether they
are from other congregations, or overseas
visitors, or people from the community.
The host family is a member or family of
our congregation who have the specific
responsibility of looking out for visitors,
speaking to them after church and inviting them home for coffee and/or lunch.
As other members of the congregation
will also be looking for opportunities to
welcome visitors, the host family would
not be expected to host every visitor(!)
but would make sure that no visitor ‘falls
through the cracks.’ Showing such love

towards those who may even be “strangers” is the true meaning of hospitality, a virtue that ought to characterise
Christians. “Do not forget to entertain
strangers, for by so doing some have
entertained angels without knowing it.”
(Heb 13:2) (cf. Rom 12:13b).
Wainuiomata: Knitting for Operation
Cover Up – Do you knit? Would you like
to learn simple stitches and use your skill
to help keep orphans and poor families
overseas warm? Operation Cover Up has
been involved in this work for the past
12 years, sending blankets and other
warm knitted garments overseas annually.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
North Shore: Crafty kids club – This
is a great outreach to the kids of the
community during the school holidays.
We are looking for helpers with crafts/
activities, help in the kitchen, baking for
morning tea, etc.

CAMPS & CONFERENCES
The Young Adults Camp near Rotorua
last weekend went very well and was a
blessed time of learning, discussion, fellowship, conversation and eating (thanks
to Roel and Nellie Voschezang)! About
80 young people attended.
Wellington: Church camp is coming
up quickly. The fun will start Friday
night (after dinner) and go through until
Sunday afternoon – we have an ‘end
of year dinner’ planned, a lunch bush
walk for those that are keen, and the

Reformed Library
for Africa
WANTED – volume 1-28 of Faith in Focus
This is for an organization in South Africa (“Reformed Library”) that provides ministers in Africa with Scripturally sound material, free of charge.
Most of these ministers have no formal training or qualifications. Our
aim is reformation through studying in the ministry. We want to help all
the ministers that want to study, but do not have the resources to do so.

We will pay for postage.
Anyone who can help in any way, or just want more information,
please contact:

Rev Jopie van der Linden (jopie1976@gmail.com).
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ever popular sports along with a few
other surprises! Come along for some
fun, fellowship and fresh spring air! The
more people that come, the better these
things are so we encourage everyone
to attend – an easy and relaxing way
to enjoy time with your church family.

CLASSES & COURSES
Wellington: The Reformed Church
of Wellington is hosting a seminar on
“Christian Culture and Worldview in
the light of Scripture”. Dr Bill Berends,
lecturer in theology and apologetics at
the RTC and will lead this from 9:30am12:30pm, concluding with a light lunch.

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES
Bishopdale: Food! Food! Food! Food!
Dear congregation. The Senior Youth
Group are putting on a fundraising
dinner for the National Youth Camp at
the beginning of next year and also for
our mission work – Bible League International. Invitations have been handed
out. Seating is limited to the first 50
people so get in quick!

ACTIVITIES
Avondale: Calling all Actors! A dramatic
presentation is being prepared for the
Family Reformation Celebration on 3rd
November. If you have always wanted
to use your dramatic talents, or if you
are anxious to discover talent you never
knew you had, please speak to Lisa
Moelker. All ages are encouraged to
participate.

Bishopdale: Senior Youth Group!
Welcome to Bishopdale’s MasterChef,
where the kitchen hands are separated
from the culinary experts. It’s all about
desserts! Special guest judges, experts in
the food industry will taste test all your
quirky creations. ARE YOU UP TO IT!
‘This Saturday 7:30pm at Bishopdale
Church. BE THERE! Or be a custard
square... P.S bring $2
Mainland Regional Youth Committee:
Keep the weekend of the 15th and
16th of September free for our annual
BIG WEEKEND!!! Start planning for a
weekend of fun and fellowship starting on Saturday morning. Now is your
chance to start thinking about some
great and innovative ideas on costumes
for our Enchanted Forest banquet on
Saturday night.
Christchurch: Yippee – Potluck and
Talent Evening is on! Yes we’ve found a
venue again so it’s on again. Prepare your
items (or at least your applause) for the
annual Cornwall Street Talent Evening to
be held at Dovedale Reformed Church.
Please let us know that you are planning
on coming and whether you intend to
display your talents or are just planning
to be there to encourage those who will.
Dovedale: Community Evening – Come
along to hear about the Open Home
Foundation, the Crossroad Bible Institute, and the Christchurch Fruit and
Vege Co-op. All are very different groups,
but all seeking to serve the community
in some way. This evening will provide
a good opportunity to hear a bit more

You can now advertise
your business in

Faith in Focus
A great way to support your magazine
and Christian’s in business.

VOLUME 39/7
AUGUST 2012

Full page
– $120
Half page
– $60
Quarter page – $30
For enquiries email: fnf@rcnz.org.nz
Some conditions will apply.
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about each group. All these organisations
are eager for volunteers or support in
some way and I’m sure we’ll hear how
we could be involved on the night.
Dovedale: The Youth Group have the
delight of hosting a Spring Time dinner
at Church. Arrive at 5pm in your formal
attire to enjoy an evening of fellowship
with those of the older generations in
our congregation.
Hastings: We are planning to go rock
climbing this coming Saturday. We’ll be
having some lunch together as some of
the youth will be involved in service.
The plan is to go and have some team
building exercise and excitement! It is
subsidised, so bring $5, suitable footwear and be at the church at 12.30pm.
Nelson: Who’s coming to dinner?? You
are! Everyone is invited to join together
for a shared pot luck meal meeting in the
church hall on Saturday evening. Please
bring a meal to share and join together for an evening of fine food and fun.
North Shore: A hearty thank you to the
young people who put on a very enjoyable Silver Service Dinner last Saturday
evening. The meal was good! Thank
you very much. We all appreciated and
enjoyed it.
Pukekohe: Yesterday the church auditorium and lounge were filled with
garage sale items. Many thanks to all who
helped during the week to set up and
to those who helped on Saturday with
selling and cleaning up. It was a major
effort. Thanks also to Mr David and Mrs
Waltraud Hill for donating their belongings to be sold for the Church Building
Fund, and to everyone else who donated
items. Special thanks to Miriam Kaijser
and Harriet Haverland for their great job
in co-ordinating and arranging all this.
We raised over $8500.00.
Pukekohe: Mexican Cena – There will
be a Mexican themed dinner and dress
up at the Posthumas’ place. Bragging
rights for the best dressed hombre and
senora. Starts at 5:30pm and will be followed by a film.
Wanganui: It has been a while since we
had a congregational social evening so
we thought it would be good to have it
before it gets too busy towards the end
of the year. We plan to celebrate Reformation Day with a shared meal, games,
a Bible quiz, singing, and maybe some
skits, poems or other recitations.

My home – my
castle … ?
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The Reformed Church of Christchurch
on Cornwall Street –
Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service
with reverence and awe; Heb. 12:28 NASB
Timothy Rott
It has been two years since the September 2010 earthquake and nearly 19
months since the devastating February
2011 earthquake. While the September
2010 earthquake left the buildings at the
Reformed Church on Cornwall Street
untouched, the February 2011 shake
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left the facilities unusable. The first two
Sundays had the Cornwall Street congregation worshipping in the afternoon
at the Reformed Church of Bishopdale,
between their morning and afternoon
services. Through the quick work of
the Committee of Management and the
deacons, the church was able to secure
a lease agreement with the Seventh Day
Adventist congregation in Papanui. This
has worked extremely well as we have
use of the sanctuary or auditorium, the
hall, and the kitchen, which allows fellowship after the morning service and a
place for GEMS and Cadets to meet on
Monday evenings.
Resolving our claim with ANSVAR, the
insurance company that is no longer in
New Zealand, has been another story.
We have gone through several adjusters
in the last 19 months, and we are on
the second person with the ACS (Ansvar
Claim Settlement) group that was established to settle the claims against
ANSVAR.
It was determined by ANSVAR’s
engineers, as well as engineers we
employed, that the auditorium could be

repaired, but the remaining structures
would have to be demolished and
rebuilt. After several geotechnical surveys,
it was determined the section on which
the church stands is buildable ground
with the proper preparations. We are not
under a peer-review to determine the
exact cost of the repairs and/or rebuild.
The peer-review was necessary as a
result of the difference in the estimates
between the insurance company and an
independent cost adjuster the church
hired. The difference in cost amounted
to $500k more than the insurance
company’s estimate. We are awaiting
the results of the peer review, which
will help us resolve our claim.
The Session of the Reformed Church
of Christchurch, with help from the Committee of Management and some recent,
but currently not serving, office-bearers,
is on the verge of bringing a recommendation to the congregation regarding the
future and the location of the church.
The earthquake has given us time as a
church to re-evaluate our ministry and
vision, as well as the buildings, and ask
how we can best serve the Lord as His
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church. The future holds exciting possibilities as the church
seeks to have a vital impact on the community surrounding the church building, and upon the greater Christchurch community.
Your brothers and sisters in the Lord request your prayers
for us as we seek the Lord’s will for us, a part of His
church. While the Lord, in His providence, has allowed
us and our buildings to have been shaken by the earthquakes, we are confident that we have received, “… a
kingdom which cannot be shaken.
Mr Timothy Rott is the Minister of the Word and
Sacraments in the Reformed Church of Christchurch on
Cornwall Street.

