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I have heard it said somewhere that the reign of Solomon was considered the
golden age for Israel. It was a time of great prosperity under the young king,
“who made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem” (1 Kings 10:27).
Solomon was blessed with great wisdom (probably more than any other
man of his age) – a gift from God, as well as enjoying great power and
wealth. He had peace on every border, rest from all his enemies and his
fame was heard of throughout the world.
In 1 Kings 3:5-14 Solomon asks in a dream for God to give him an understanding heart (vs 9), to judge God’s people and to “discern between
good and evil”. This pleases the Lord and he grants Solomon what he asks
(vs12). In addition he gives Solomon what he did not ask for – “riches and
honour” (vs13). There would be no one quite like Solomon all his days.
It sounds like the perfectly written beginning and end to a beautiful story.
However, you need to read further to discover, that not all was well during
the reign of the son of David. There are about six chapters where we read
about Solomon, his reign as king and judge of Israel, what he achieved in
building the temple in Jerusalem, his establishment of temple worship in
Israel and many other noteworthy matters.
As you read on, however, you are confronted with an idyllic situation
turning to custard. Why? I suggest that you read our contributors’ articles
on the life and times of Solomon, King in Israel.
What we may learn from the reign of Solomon is that God is faithful
and true to His purposes and He will establish His King upon the throne
of David – He would do that in the fullness of time in the person of the
King of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Mr Paul Archbald introduces us to the Solomonic period.
Mr Peter Moelker – looking for the real Solomon?
Mr Robert Vosslamber – looking beyond the economics of the Solomonic
period.
Mrs Harriet Haverland and her busy helpers keep us informed with notable
news from the churches.
Crossroads Bible Institute shares some responses of prisoners to the study
courses.
Mr John Rogers is asking where all the children have gone – a defence of
children in the worship service.
Mr William Boekestein gives an excerpt from a book entitled Why Christ
Came: 31 Meditations on the Incarnation.
Mrs Franci Hoyt muses about the kindness of God’s people.
Mr Erik Raymond gives some pointers on discipleship and the opportunities
that exist for it to happen.
Mr Phillip Proctor considers how things are now that he is “home” from the
mission field in Uganda.
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The golden years of Israel: Solomon in his glory

(1)

Kingdom of Contradictions
Life in the Solomonic era
Paul Archbald
Nearly 3,000 years ago, Solomon, King
of Israel, brought his kingdom into a
“golden age” greater than anything the
nation had seen before or would see
after. Even by the standards of the day,
the kingdom was a great power, its reputation spread far and wide. Yet the seeds
of decay were already being sown. Solomon’s kingdom, like the life of the king
himself, was a realm of contradictions.
You can read about it in more detail
in 1 Kings 1-11 and 1 Chronicles 29-2
Chronicles 9. For now, we will simply
try to sketch what life was like for God’s
people during this time.
An age of prosperity
In 1 Kings 10:23, we are told that “King
Solomon became greater than all kings
of the earth in riches and in wisdom.”
Under Solomon, gold and silver, ivory,
spices, valuable timber and other precious goods came flooding into Israel.
He achieved this by a combination of
industry, trade, tax-reform and excellent administration, and by conscription of labourers. Of course, David had
laid the foundations by conquest. David
had even laid the foundation for shortterm conscription on a rotational basis
(1 Chronicles 27, concerning military
conscription). But Solomon consolidated.
Judging by the description of the Queen
of Sheba’s visit (1 Kings 10, 2 Chronicles 9), Solomon’s love of luxury grew
as time went by.
In terms of trade, Solomon had the
area’s trade-routes in a strangle-hold. He
made significant trade-alliances – most
notably with Hiram of Tyre (the Phoenicians). With Hiram’s help, he even established Israel’s first trade-fleet, which
did regular runs to Tarshish (Spain) and
elsewhere. The king made Israel an exporter of horses and chariots (1 Kings
10:26-29).
In terms of “tax-reform,” the king reFaith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

organized the nation into twelve taxdistricts, under deputies (1 Kings 4:7-19).
These districts did not pay direct tax, but
they did each provide for the court’s
needs for one month in a year, on a
rotational basis.
There is also evidence that iron-tipped
ploughs were introduced to Israel at this
time, increasing productivity on the land.
At the same time, the size and number
of cities grew. The labour-conscription
resulted in increasing urbanisation. Improvements of buildings within these
cities shows that overall, the standard of
living increased considerably. However,
the gap between the rich and the poor
also increased.
Those were the human means. Ultimately, however, God was the Source of
all this wealth. He was keeping His cov-

enant with David, that He would bless
David’s sons if they walked in His ways
(2 Samuel 7). Moreover, he had chosen
Solomon as a “type” or foreshadowing
of Christ, with respect to the peace and
prosperity of His reign. Solomon’s name
even means “peace.”
However, the Lord’s aim was not to
establish an earthly kingdom that permanently wallowed in luxury. Such luxury
comes with a price-tag. The Lord used
the growing cost to bring an end to
the material prosperity. Warning signs
were already evident before Solomon’s
death. In order to maintain the extravagant life-style, Solomon was forced to
sell border-cities to Hiram to raise extra
funds (1 Kings 9:10-14). It also appears
that conscription for labour may have
increased with time. Certainly, by Reho-

King Solomon’s Temple – model.
By Darren. Published November 17, 2011. http://www.3ds.com/blog/draftsight/architecture-and-engineering-feats-before-2d-cad/kingsolomons-temple-model/
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❝ Wherever

God’s
covenant
is rejected
and idolatry
flourishes,
the seeds of
decay are
being sown. ❞

boam’s time, the people were complaining that Solomon had made their yoke
heavy with “hard service” (1 Kings 12:4).
Stability and peace
The empire did not increase dramatically
in size from David’s time. But it did increase in stability and peace. From the
start of his reign, Solomon was quite
ruthless in removing possible threats –
having received some encouragement
from his father (1 Kings 2:1-9). Adonijah,
Joab and Shimei were quickly dealt with.
Rebellion became a problem only in the
latter part of Solomon’s reign, as part of

the Lord’s chastisement (1 Kings 11).
Again, the reign of peace was ultimately
due to God’s blessing, but Solomon
used secondary means to establish and
maintain it. In addition to removing
internal threats, he fortified many
strategic border towns. He “amassed”
horses and chariots for military purposes
(2 Chronicles 1:14). He increased the
size of the army as well.
Cultural development
Obviously, the building of the beautiful and costly temple in Jerusalem indicates a growth in architecture under
Solomon’s reign. But that was only the
beginning. Solomon had a new palace
built for himself, another for pharaoh’s
daughter. He built a judgement hall and
other municipal buildings, and apartments for his officials. The temple mount
had to be terraced to support the buildings on it. The standard of housing improved, at least for the rich. But these
structures were built by slave labour
– by descendants of the Canaanites (1
Kings 5: 13-18), under Jewish supervisors, often with Hiram’s men advising.
Jewish labourers were conscripted, but
only for a limited time, and not usually
for the more menial tasks.
Under Solomon, literature and the
arts flourished, along with science and
technology. The growth in bureaucracy
went hand-in-hand with the development

of elaborate record-keeping. Solomon
also encouraged music, poetry and
wisdom literature (1 Kings 4:32). His love
of wisdom meant that he encouraged
all kinds of knowledge and science (1
Kings 4:33).
Religious development
As mentioned, Solomon was blessed by
God in fulfilment of 2 Samuel 7 and
because God had chosen him as a type
of Christ. God gave to Solomon the great
task David had conceived, the building of the Temple. In many ways, the
temple merely continued the religious
life Israel had known from the time of
the Exodus on. The Temple essentially maintained the religious system that
used to be centred on the Tabernacle
and on other sanctuaries in Israel. But of
course, under Solomon it was all done
on a much grander scale (1 Kings 8:6266). Moreover, the Temple now centralised things more in Jerusalem. The days
of wandering were well and truly over.
Solomon’s wisdom – the gift he requested from God (1 Kings 3:6f) – was
also of religious significance. It helped
him lead and judge God’s people well.
It appears to have been one of the chief
things that increased Solomon’s fame as
a witness to God (1 Kings 10). It led to
some of the wisdom literature in the
Bible. It also foreshadowed the wisdom
of Christ.

The Queen of Sheba before the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, by Salomon de Bray (1597-1664).
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Solomon’s request for wisdom, along
with his words and prayer at the Templededication (1 Kings 8) show a man who
had a deep understanding of the things
of the Lord. The king also showed great
zeal in faithfully observing the OT system
with numerous sacrifices and offerings
during his reign. The Lord was pleased
to appear to him twice and to covenant
with him (1 Kings 9:1-9).
The seeds of decay
However, it is also religious factors that
brought about the collapse of Solomon’s
empire after his death – the contradiction in Solomon’s life and faith. Solomon
married many foreign women – 700
“wives, princesses and 300 concubines”
from the Gentile nations (1 Kings 11:1f).
This was a common way for rulers then
to show their great power and to cement
political alliances. The king built shrines
for their idol-gods, and “his wives turned
his heart away after other gods; and his
heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord
his God” – especially in his old age. We
are not told that Solomon himself actually worshipped at these shrines. But at
the least, he facilitated and condoned
idolatry, contrary to the covenant. It

was this above all that led to the later
rebellions and eventually to the division of the kingdom and the failure of
Solomon’s son (1 Kings 11-12). It contributed to the eventual destruction of
the Northern Kingdom, which followed
the path of idolatry without repentance.
Solomon’s fame, trade and buildingprojects, also saw a dramatic increase
in foreign influence and close contact
with Gentiles in Israel. This also, no
doubt, contributed to a growing tolerance of idolatry.
Not only was this contrary to the
express terms of God’s covenant with
David (2 Samuel 7), with Solomon
himself (1 Kings 9:6-9), but also to the
earlier warnings of Deuteronomy 17:1420. There, the Lord had expressly forbidden the kings to multiply horses, wives
and wealth. Closely connected to that,
they were not to lift themselves up, in
their own estimation, above their countrymen.
This growing tendency of Solomon to
lift the monarchy up above the people
bore evil fruit under Rehoboam. Younger
members of the court had, by this stage,
begun to see the State as the ultimate
authority and the people as mere sub-

jects to be ordered around at the king’s
whim. Previously, God was seen as the
ultimate authority, governing even the
rule of kings by His covenant.
The primary application of this is the
message to the church, that our leaders
must serve the Lord and obey the terms
of his covenant – rather than “lording
it over” others (Lk. 22:24-27). We are
also taught here to value even more the
Headship of Jesus Christ. He is the rightful Lord of all, who far from “lording it
over” us, humbled Himself so we could
be called His “brethren.” He brings true
and lasting peace, prosperity, stability
and wisdom – a King and a Kingdom
without contradiction.
As a secondary application, we may
also note that military might, political stability and material wealth do not guarantee either godliness or the continuation
of a nation. Wherever God’s covenant
is rejected and idolatry flourishes, the
seeds of decay are being sown. Nations
of this kind may have their day, but they
will not last.
Mr Paul Archbald is the minister of the
Reformed Church of Silverstream.
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(2)

Will the real Solomon please
stand up?
Peter Moelker
Yul Brynner is perhaps best known as the
actor who played the Egyptian Pharaoh
Rameses II in the 1956 film The Ten Commandments, starring Charlton Heston as
Moses and featuring other well-known
actors of the time such as Anne Baxter,
John Carradine, and Edward G. Robinson. Who can forget Brynner’s stoic repetition of the much-used phrase “so let
it be written, so let it be done”? Perhaps
many were surprised when the Russian
actor returned to star in another film
production based on the Bible, but this
time as wise King Solomon in the 1959
film Solomon and Sheba1. The latter film
Faith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

was a loose re-telling of the story of the
visit of the Queen of Sheba (played by
Gina Lollobrigida) to see first-hand the
wisdom and glory of Solomon and the
splendor of the kingdom of Israel as told
in 1 Kings 10.
Solomon and Sheba was directed by
King Vidor for, at the time, the rather
large price tag of five million dollars,
bringing in twelve million dollars at
the box office. It also contained a
lengthy scene involving a pagan festival which was no doubt seen as ahead
of its time by Hollywood standards.
In comparison to the success of The
Ten Commandments only three years
earlier (produced for thirteen million

and taking in eighty million at the
box office), Solomon and Sheba was
a financial failure. One would also
have to say that Brynner’s portrayal
of Solomon was also less than what
it could have been. Brynner’s rocklike facial expression rarely changes
throughout the movie, through good
times and bad, giving the impression
that Solomon was a rather mechanical, stoic, unfeeling, expressionless kind
of man. Thankfully, we do not rely on
Hollywood films or vegetable thespians2
for our understanding of the historical
characters who appear on the pages of
Scripture. So what kind of man was
Solomon the King?
5

Son of David and yet not a Son
As we consider Solomon (or Jedidiah3)
the man, perhaps it would be good to
start with the obvious differences which
existed between the father and the son.
When one thinks of the different upbringings of these two men, David and
Solomon, the contrast could not be
more complete. David had grown up in
the fields, being a shepherd of sheep,
and for much of his life endured the
painful realities of living the life of a
fugitive. Solomon grew up in the midst
of royalty, surrounded by the workings
of the court, and for the length of his
life enjoyed an abundance of wealth,
pleasures, and peaceful relationships
with those around him. David was prevented from building a house for the
Lord because he was a man who had
shed much blood and had fought many
wars, personally leading armies to victory.
His reign was a tumultuous time for the
kingdom. Solomon, though initially establishing his kingdom by having Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei struck down4 for
various offenses, generally was content
to stay at home while enjoying peace on
all sides.5 But perhaps the greatest contrast comes in the area of faith, devotion to the Lord, and perseverance in the
ways of God. While David started well
and expressed great zeal for the cause
of God in his effort against Goliath, his

❝ One

will
search in vain
in Hebrews
11 for a
reference
to Solomon
among those
who are
commended
for their
faith. ❞

persevering in faithfulness to the Lord in
spite of attacks from Saul and from within
his own family, David would go on to
commit the sins of murder and adultery.
However, when confronted with his sin,
David acknowledged it and repented,
gave evidence of that repentance in his
life and receives the God-given epitaph:
“a man after my own heart.”6 Solomon,
on the other hand, receives no encour-

aging summation of his life by God, but
rather seems to end his life under the
anger of God with the words of God’s
displeasure ringing in his ears: “Since this
is your attitude and you have not kept
my covenant and my decrees, which I
commanded you, I will most certainly
tear the kingdom away from you.”7 The
contrast here is that while David sins and
repents, Solomon sins but never seems
to come to repentance. While David is
spoken of as a man after God’s own
heart, Solomon is spoken of as a man
whose heart was turned away from the
Lord and whose heart followed after
other gods.8
Solomon’s faith and the lack
thereof
One will search in vain in Hebrews
11 for a reference to Solomon among
those who are commended for their
faith. David is there and Samuel and
the prophets, but no Solomon. True, the
author of Hebrews does not say that he
is giving an exhaustive list of those worthy
of mention for he indicates that there
was simply not time to mention them
all, but it is striking to notice the context
in which Solomon is mentioned in the
New Testament. There are four groups
of passages which make reference to
Solomon. The first is simply a reference
to Solomon in the genealogy of Jesus

The Temple as seen in the Holyland Model of Jerusalem, a 21,520 sq.ft., 1:50 scale-model of the city of Jerusalem in the late Second Temple
Period, 516 BC during the time of Zerubbabel. http://www.jewishpress.com
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as recorded in Matthew.9 Though, even
there, the attention is not so much on
Solomon as on the fact that his mother
“had been Uriah’s wife.” The second
group of passages makes reference to
the clothing of Solomon.10 It is clear that
Solomon was a fine dresser, but even
when it comes to clothing, Solomon is
surpassed by the lilies of the field. A third
group of passages refers to the buildings
associated with Solomon’s name.11 Solomon’s Colonnade, which was the porch
which ran along the east side of the
outer court of Herod’s temple, is mentioned three times; and there is also one
passing reference to Solomon’s building
of the temple in Acts 7 in the speech
of Stephen. But even there, the allusion
to Solomon’s building of the temple is
quickly followed by Stephen’s reminder
that “however, the Most High does not
live in houses made by men.” A fourth
group of passages speak of Solomon’s
wisdom.12 However, in both Matthew
and Luke the point of the reference to
Solomon is to demonstrate the superiority of Jesus over Solomon.
From this brief review of New Testament passages which refer to Solomon,
one can draw the conclusion that, though
Solomon is referred to, on each occasion he seems to come out as of less
importance when compared with some
greater reality and he is certainly not
upheld as an example of faith, repentance, or obedience to the Lord. What
is drawn attention to has nothing to do
with the greatness of Solomon or the
faith of Solomon, but rather attention is
drawn elsewhere, whether it be to the
background of his mother, the surpassing
splendour of the lilies of the field, the
uncontainability of God’s presence and
reign, or the greater glory and wisdom
of Jesus. In all these instances, what is
remembered of Solomon is not his faith,
but the fact that His sonship, beauty,
power, and glory pale in comparison to
the One who is greater than Solomon.
But how could this be? His father
David had prayed “and you, my son
Solomon, acknowledge the God of your
father, and serve him with wholehearted
devotion and with a willing mind, for the
Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.
If you seek him, he will be found by
you; but if you forsake him, he will
reject you forever.”13 Isn’t Solomon the
man who showed his love for the Lord
by walking according to the statutes of
his father David, and who actually built
a house for the Lord? Isn’t Solomon the
Faith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

man who, when given the opportunity by
God to have whatever his heart desired,
instead of asking for wine and women,
song and dance, riches and relaxation,
asked instead for a discerning heart to
know right and wrong so that he could
faithfully serve God and God’s people?
Isn’t Solomon the man who, when dedicating the temple, was clearly focused
on the glory of God and was deeply
concerned with integrity of heart and
faithfulness to the Lord? Isn’t Solomon
the man who reminded the people that
they must pray that God would “turn our
hearts to him, to walk in all his ways
and keep the commands, decrees and
regulations he gave our fathers”? Isn’t
Solomon the man who exhorted the
people: “your hearts must be fully com-

❝ Solomon

married
many foreign
women,
supported the
idol worship
of his wives,
and was
himself drawn
away after
other gods. ❞

mitted to the Lord our God, to live by
his decrees and obey his commands?”14
Yet, despite these words full of wisdom
and professions of faith and obedience, it
would seem that the wholehearted devotion to which Solomon was encouraged
by his father was not a living reality in
Solomon’s later life.
We don’t have to wait long in the
narrative of Solomon’s reign to find out
that not all was well in Israel. Immediately after establishing the kingdom at the
end of 1 Kings 2, the next words should
strike us as odd: “Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and
married his daughter.”15 Egypt? Really?
Were there no candidates for marriage
in Israel? We don’t know what Solomon’s motivation was in this marriage,

but Solomon’s seeking of wives outside
the covenant people and cementing alliances with surrounding nations was to
be a theme of his reign; and this verse
sets the stage for what will come after in
the announcement that Solomon “loved
many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s
daughter … from nations about which
the Lord had told the Israelites, ‘you
must not intermarry with them, because
they will surely turn your hearts after
their gods.’”16 This is exactly what happened to Solomon.
Solomon married many foreign
women, supported the idol worship of
his wives, and was himself drawn away
after other gods. As the Hollywood17
Queen of Sheba says of Solomon, “no
matter how wise, he is human, with a
human weakness.” For all his wisdom,
Solomon suffered from the plague of
plagues, a sinful nature inherited from
our original father, Adam. Solomon
proved to be clearly disobedient to God’s
will for a King (Deut.17:14-20) in that
he seemed to break every rule in the
book. He did acquire great numbers of
horses for himself,18 he did get more
horses from Egypt,19 he did take many
wives,20 and he did accumulate large
amounts of silver and gold.21 It is also
possible that Solomon became prone to
the misuse of his power and authority,
as evidenced by the fact that contrary
to the law of Leviticus 25:39, Solomon
resorted to forced labour of fellow Israelites.22 Solomon’s apparent lack of
concern for the people evidenced itself
in their complaint after his death that he
had burdened them with hard service (1
Kings 12:4). At the core of Solomon’s
fall, however, lay the matter of where
the love of his heart was truly directed. The Bible makes clear that despite
God’s command regarding intermarriage
with foreign women, “Solomon held
fast to them in love.”23 His heart was
turned after other gods and he was not
fully devoted to the Lord. The record is
clear. Solomon “followed Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech
the detestable god of the Ammonites.
So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the
Lord.”24 Solomon, “loved by the Lord,”
had become an idolater.
Solomon as a ladies’ man and a
man’s man but not God’s man
At one point in the film Solomon and
Sheba, the character Baltor, the Queen of
Sheba’s right hand man, says of Solomon,
he is a “man of ideas, and nothing is
more dangerous than a man with an
7

idea.” What was Solomon thinking?
What exactly was the big idea behind
Solomon’s fall away from the Lord? How
could a man who seemingly had it all,
reaching the pinnacle of success in terms
of riches, wisdom, fame, and pleasures
beyond number, fall so terribly? Clearly,
riches, wisdom, and fame themselves
were not the problem. In fact, the Bible
points out specifically that the riches of
Solomon and the wisdom of Solomon
and the honour and fame Solomon
received were gifts from God. “I will
give you what you have not asked for –
both riches and honour – so that in your
lifetime you will have no equal among
kings.”25 Riches, wisdom, and honour
do not automatically lead to idolatry
any more than poverty, foolishness, and
disgrace automatically lead to faithfulness
to God.
At least three things do become clear
as we consider the life of Solomon. First
of all, abundance of riches and honour,
apart from a heart and life devoted to
God, do not lead to the blessed life. The
Book of Ecclesiastes comes to mind. It is
striking to notice how often the narrative
of Solomon’s life uses grandiose terms to
describe the abundance which surrounded Solomon. With regard to Solomon’s
provisions, “nothing was lacking.” 26
With regard to Solomon’s gifts, “God
gave Solomon wisdom and very great
insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the
seashore.”27 The weight of the bronze
items for the temple were never weighed

Solomon’s stables. www.boti.ru
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“because there were so many.”28 When
the ark is brought to the temple, there
are so many sheep and cattle being sacrificed that they “could not be recorded or counted.”29 And after the Queen
of Sheba has given Solomon abundant
gifts, the Bible tells us that it was actually Sheba who went home the richer
because Solomon gave to her “all she
desired and asked for.”30 And yet, with
an unsurpassed abundance of riches and
honour, Solomon did not bring pleasure
to the Lord but did evil in his eyes. He
did not have the blessing of God pronounced upon his life despite his riches,
despite his fame. And so it will be with
us. As Sinclair Ferguson has said, “to
possess what Christ would not have us
to possess is waste; to possess anything
instead of Christ and his will is waste.”31
Secondly, an abundance of wisdom,
apart from a heart and life devoted to
God, is nothing but foolishness. James
reminds us of true wisdom when he
writes “who is wise and understanding
among you? Let him show it by his good
life, by deeds done in the humility that
comes from wisdom….For where you
have envy and selfish ambition, there
you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from
heaven is first of all pure; then peaceloving, considerate, submissive, full of
mercy, and good fruit.”32 Solomon was
certainly peace-loving, but in his disobedience, idolatry, and doing evil in the
eyes of the Lord, he did not show his
wisdom to be pure. Solomon’s own ad-

monition to his son to pay attention to
wisdom and to not be led astray down
the path which leads to death would
have been apt words for his own soul
in later life: “For a man’s ways are in
full view of the Lord, and he examines
all his paths. The evil deeds of a wicked
man ensnare him; the cords of his sin
hold him fast. He will die for lack of
discipline, led astray by his own great
folly.33 For Solomon and for the people
of God today, the fear of the Lord should
not only be the beginning of wisdom,
but should characterise the beginning,
middle, and end of our lives.
Thirdly, to be a follower of the Lord
is to be one who is devoted wholeheartedly to Him. The Bible is clear and we
should be clear as well. Wisdom, riches,
fame, pleasures, and all the advantages
that the world can give us are no substitute for a heart devoted to God. We
may think of ourselves as a ladies’ man
or a man’s man, but the only thing that
really matters is if we are God’s men
and God’s women. When our hearts
are turned from the Lord, we too will
reap what we sow – so-called gods
who will not listen, who cannot see,
who will not act, who do not care,
because they are either demons which
have led us astray or the empty promises of the world which will disappear
like the morning mist. Seven hundred
wives, three hundred concubines, silver
and gold piled as high as the palace
ceiling, apes, baboons, horses and chariots, Ashtoreth, Molech, and Chemosh,
and the Queen of Sheba herself would
have meant nothing to Solomon as he
drew his final breath. What would have
mattered would simply be the question,
am I prepared to meet the God I have
turned away from? Am I prepared to
meet the God who, at my birth, said
he loved me and whose love I spurned
in my later years?
So as great as Solomon was, he suffered from that human weakness which
is our weakness, the weakness of sin and
an idolatrous heart. And yet, one greater
than Solomon is here. He is the Son of
David and the Son of God. He is busy
erecting a spiritual temple that will far outshine the earthly temple of Solomon. The
fame of His Name is such that every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess that
He is Lord. His wisdom is peaceable and
pure and perfect. And His riches are unsearchable. And though Solomon’s heart
was turned away from the Lord, leading
to disaster, the displeasure of God, and
the eventual rending of the kingdom, the
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heart of the Lord Jesus Christ is always
and forever set on doing the will of His
Father. May we find in Jesus true riches
and true wisdom, as we respond in faith
and repentance and wholehearted devotion to the One who has loved us and
gave Himself for us. And when we come
to the end of our life, may we all rejoice
to be called Jedidiah.
Notes

1 Brynner had earlier starred in the film The King
and I (1956) with Deborah Kerr.
2 No offense need be taken by fans of VeggieTales,
in fact, I find some of the humour in their
morality stories to be incredibly entertaining.
When it comes to portraying biblical history,
however, I find them less than helpful.
3 See 2 Samuel 12:25. Interestingly, though David
and Bathsheba name their son Solomon, which

most believe is a reflection of the Hebrew word
for “peace,” Nathan the prophet is sent by
the Lord to instruct the parents to name him
Jedidiah. There seems to be no indication in
the Bible why the parents and later Scripture
continue to refer to him as Solomon and the
name Jedidiah never reappears. Jedidiah means
“the Lord loved him.”
4 1 Kings 2:25,34,46
5 1 Kings 4:24
6 Acts 13:22
7 1 Kings 11:11
8 1 Kings 11:4,9
9 Matthew 1:6-7
10 Matthew 6:28-29, Luke 12:27
11 John 10:23, Acts 3:11, Acts 5:12, Acts 7:47
12 Matthew 12:42, Luke 11:31
13 1 Chronicles 28:9
14 1 Kings 8:58,61
15 1 Kings 3:1
16 1 Kings 11:1-2
17 As portrayed by Gina Lollobrigida in Solomon

and Sheba, 1959, King Vidor Productions.
1 Kings 10:26
1 Kings 10:28
1 Kings 11:3
1 Kings 10:21,27
1 Kings 5:13-14
1 Kings 11:2
1 Kings 11:5-6
1 Kings 3:13
1 Kings 4:27
1 Kings 4:29
1 Kings 7:47
1 Kings 8:5
1 Kings 10:13
John Blanchard, The Complete Gathered Gold,
Evangelical Press, p.449.
32 James 3:13,16-17
33 Proverbs 5:21-23
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
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Mr Peter Moelker is the minister of the
Reformed Church of Avondale.

The golden years of Israel: Solomon in his glory

(3)

One greater than Solomon
Rob Vosslamber
“Do not trust in princes, in mortal
man, in whom there is no salvation...” (Ps 146:3)
Introduction
At a recent art exhibition, a still life
caught my eye. The roses and lilies
were carefully arranged in an opulent
porcelain vase, and appeared Edenic.
However, for all its beauty, the painting
was not perfect. For starters, it was only
a two-dimensional representation – one
artist’s carefully structured and edited interpretation – and not the reality itself.
The painting might motivate me to buy
some real roses for my wife or plant more
iris bulbs in our garden, but it could not
give me the full-orbed, sensory pleasure
of living, fragrance-emitting, multi-hued,
three-dimensional flowers. Moreover, on
closer inspection, some of the petals
were wilting, and it would not be too
long before the table would be littered
with decaying leaf matter. There was
decay in the vase.
King Solomon is a little like this. Of
all the kings of Israel and Judah, he
was the greatest. Excelling in wisdom
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and knowledge, foreign rulers sought
his counsel. His wealth was vast, and
enabled him to invest in great public
and private works and to maintain a
formidable army. He ruled over a large
dominion, and during his rule a united
Israel enjoyed an exceptional period of
peace. And yet he failed, and Israel followed in his footsteps. Solomon has been
called an enigma, for he was both the
perfecter of Israel’s glory and the architect of its destruction.1
Solomon’s life and deeds are memorialised in two books in the Old Testament, which provide pretty much all
we know about him. He features in I
Kings, which was written during the Babylonian captivity to explain why God’s
chosen people had been exiled. Here
the reigns of David and Solomon are
depicted as the peak from which God’s
people had fallen; but even David and
Solomon were implicated in that failure.
In contrast, I Chronicles was written as
an encouragement for those returning
from that Babylonian exile, and Solomon’s reign is depicted there as Israel’s
glory days, while his failings are not
mentioned.
In both accounts, much is made of
Solomon’s wealth. It is tempting to see

this great wealth as a consequence of
Solomon’s wisdom and as a reward from
God for Solomon’s faithfulness. Since he
was the ruler of God’s chosen nation, we
might be tempted to look to Solomon
as a pattern for government economic
and taxation policy. Can Solomon guide
us in these matters?
The economy
At the outset we must be careful not to
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expect what the text does not provide.
One author comments that little is known
about the fiscal system of Israel or the
resources at the disposal of the state.2
Given that Solomon’s Israel was (or at
least should have been) a theocracy, the
information we do have is confounded
by a mingling of the state and religious
treasuries. In contrast, we do not live in
a theocracy, nor expect one while living
as aliens and strangers here on earth.
Moreover, the Old Testament was never
intended to provide us with a textbook
for politics or economics (Luke 24:44
comes to mind!) Although the Scriptures
are set in history, we must be careful not
to read into them our present-day interests and concerns. So what do we see?
From a broad viewpoint, Middle
Eastern politics were favourable for
Solomon. Neither the Mesopotamian
kingdoms to the north, nor Egypt to
the south was dominant. This was the
age of nations,3 where smaller nation
states could and did assert their independence. Closer to home, David had
subdued the Philistines of the western
plains. Since major trade routes between
north and south and between west and
east all crossed through Palestine, military control brought economic power
and wealth to Israel.
Solomon clearly benefited from
David’s military successes, and God fulfilled his promise to add to him riches
and honour (I Kings 3: 13). Solomon’s
trading was so successful that we are
told, rather hyperbolically, that silver
was not considered valuable in his day
(I Kings 10:21), for Solomon made both
silver and gold as plentiful in Jerusalem

www.pastemagazine.com
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❝ Despite

all
the blessings
of wisdom
and wealth
that he had
received
from God,
Solomon
failed to
exercise godly
rule over
Israel. ❞

as stones (II Chron. 1:15). As God had
promised, Solomon enjoyed peace (I
Chron. 22:20), and with it the opportunity to give the Israelites rest.
Solomon’s wealth pointed to an even
wealthier God. The Queen of Sheba recognised God’s blessing on Israel when
she observed Solomon’s wealth and
wisdom. And yet, while Solomon’s economic success may be seen as a sign of
God’s blessing, it also signals his failure
to function as God’s minister ruling God’s
people in God’s place.4 Despite all the
blessings of wisdom and wealth that he
had received from God, Solomon failed
to exercise godly rule over Israel.

The Old Testament is not anti-monarchy; after all, the monarchy was a
solution to the Canaanite lawlessness
into which Israel had descended at the
time of the Judges. Besides, the Law
had already made provision for Israel
to appoint a king (Deut. 17), and the
Psalms praise the godly monarch as a
bearer of God’s just rule on earth (e.g.
Ps. 72, a Psalm ascribed to Solomon no
less!). However, a king was to rule for
God and not enrich himself. In the law,
Moses instructed the king to always recognise that God was his ruler, to read and
observe his law, and to remain humble
before his countrymen (Deut. 17:20).
More specifically, Moses forbade a ruler
from doing four things:
He shall not multiply horses for
himself, nor shall he cause the
people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the Lord has
said to you, ‘You shall never again
return that way.’ He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his
heart will turn away; nor shall he
greatly increase silver and gold for
himself. (Deut. 17:16-17)
Tragically, Solomon did all four, and to
excess. He had 40,000 stalls for horses
(I Kings 4:26), and we may assume that
these were not empty since he imported horses from Egypt (I Kings 10:28).
He also took a wife from there to add
to his legendary harem (I Kings 11:13). And while his wealth was a sign of
God’s blessing, subsequent history indicates that it became an end in itself,
rather than a means whereby the ruler
might bless the governed. Although so
richly blessed by God, Solomon did not
heed the law of God. Failing to observe
that law, his heart was lifted up above
his countrymen and he turned aside from
the commandment. He and his sons did
not continue long in his kingdom in the
midst of Israel (Deut. 17:20).
Moreover, there are indications that
Solomon was not able to “balance the
books” as he appears to have borrowed
from his neighbours, and effectively sold
off territory to clear the debts (I Kings
9:10-14).5 And as for taxation ...
Taxation
As a child I remember marvelling at
the idea of silver being as common
as stones. Only later (probably when I
started paying taxes!) did I realise that
Solomon was no King Midas who could
create gold by mere touch. So where did
this wealth come from? One source was
Faith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

Solomon’s trading ventures with other
nations. Added to these trading profits
were the tribute and slave labour provided by non-Israelite lands which had
been conquered by Israel. Solomon
spoke of this in Psalm 72:
May the king also rule from sea
to sea
And from the River to the ends
of the earth.
Let the kings of Tarshish and of
the islands bring presents;
The kings of Sheba and Seba
offer gifts.
And let all kings bow down
before him.
So all should have been well in Zion,
but it was not; for while the strangers
paid tribute, the Israelites were not
exempt.6 Although we are told that initially Solomon did not make slaves of the
sons of Israel (I Kings 9:22), he subsequently levied 30,000 forced labourers
from all Israel (I Kings 5:13). Such forced
labour is effectively a form of taxation,
paid by labour rather than in cash or
goods. Solomon also reorganised Israel
(but perhaps not Judah)7 into twelve
administrative districts (I Kings 4: 7-19),
increasing the size of his civil service
and ensuring that his house was wellsupplied. These provisions came from
his own subjects, presumably by way
of a tax (in specie or in kind) collected
by his twelve deputies on his behalf.8
This burden of taxation was heavy,
and after his death the reaction set in.
The people appealed to Solomon’s son
Rehoboam to lighten the heavy yoke
Solomon had put upon them. When
he refused, the ten northern tribes unshackled themselves from Solomon’s son.
That this revolt was, at least in part, a
tax revolt appears from the sad fate of
a certain Adoram, who was over the
forced labour. When Rehoboam sent
him to reimpose central rule as if it was
“business as usual”, all Israel stoned him
to death (I Kings 12:18).
Summary
On the one hand Solomon’s reign
teaches us little. We simply lack sufficient information to be able to prepare
an economic or fiscal history of Solomon’s reign, let alone draw implications
for policy today. In the Old Testament
we see a variety of political structures
and forms of taxation, none of which
is presented as a model to follow or an
ideal to be emulated. Besides, even if
we could find a clear economic or taxaFaith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

tion policy there, we would still have to
address the question of what this might
mean for us who live in a post-resurrection, non-theocratic society in which
believers are called to live as aliens and
strangers. The New Testament seems
to suggest that such mundane matters
should not be the primary focus of the
Christian (see e.g. Heb. 11; I Peter).
However, Solomon does teach us
much. At first glance Solomon seems
to be the “real thing”, at least until we
look a little closer. Despite having the
wisdom and economic resources to do

❝ Having

the
wisdom and
economic
resources
to do good,
by the end
of his reign
Solomon
seemed to
differ little
from the
despots of
the nations
around him. ❞

good, by the end of his reign Solomon
seemed to differ little from the despots
of the nations around him. Far from
securing rest for Israel, he enslaved
it. The land of milk and honey where
the people were to be free became a
place of slavery and high taxation. For
all his greatness, Solomon could not
provide rest for his people. The Psalmist
(Solomon himself!) aptly warns us not to
place our confidence in our rulers, no
matter how prosperous they may be, for
they cannot save or give us rest. Like a
still life painting, his beauty was merely
fleeting and fading. As Jesus put it, even
in all his glory, Solomon did not excel
the lilies of the field.
Instead of idolising Solomon, Jesus

pointed us to himself as one greater than
Solomon (Matt. 12:42).9 The contrast is
striking: Solomon had a surfeit of wealth;
Christ had nothing. Solomon dwelt in a
wonderful house; Christ had nowhere to
lay his head. Solomon worshipped in a
glorious temple; Christ worshiped alone
in a garden. Solomon levied taxes; Christ
paid taxes. Solomon accumulated resources; Christ emptied himself. Solomon
lorded over the people; our Lord came
to serve and to give his life a ransom
for many. Solomon died, Christ arose
and reigns triumphant. When Solomon
sat on his throne he taxed the people;
when Christ ascended on high he gave
gifts to men. Solomon enriched himself;
God will freely give us all things in Jesus
Christ, the ascended King.10
As a still life painting is to real blooms,
so is Solomon in all his majesty to true
kingship: an image, and fading. Solomon
failed. May Solomon remind us of the
vanity of placing our trust in what is
fleeting and will soon pass away: wealth,
wisdom, prestige, or human leaders and
their policies. As Solomon declares in Ecclesiastes, these are but vanity. Instead
of focusing on the fading and failing
glory of Solomon, let us rather focus our
hope and attention on Jesus, who having
emptied himself now sits in glory at God’s
right hand. Let us look beyond the type
to its fulfilment: Solomon’s greater son,
the true King Jesus.
Footnotes

1 Goldsworthy, Graeme, (2000), Gospel and
Kingdom, in The Goldsworthy Trilogy, (Milton
Keynes: Paternoster Press), p. 88f.
2 De Vaux, Roland, (1973), Ancient Israel: Its Life
and Institutions, (London: Darton, Longman &
Todd), p. 139.
3 Monson, James M. and Lancaster, Steven P.,
(2009), Regions on the Run: Introductory Map
Studies in the Land of the Bible, (Rockford, IL:
Biblical Backgrounds).
4 Goldsworthy, Gospel and Kingdom, p. 100.
5 Bright, John, (1972), A History of Israel, (London:
SCM Press), pp. 216ff.
6 Cf. Matthew 17:24-27.
7 De Vaux, Ancient Israel, p. 135: If Judah was exempted, this would provide further motivation
for the division of the kingdom after his death.
8 It is unclear whether Judah was included in this
administrative reshuffle. If not, this favouritism
may have contributed to the subsequent rebellion of the northern tribes.
9 Similarly, Stephen seems to disdain Solomon’s
glorious temple (Acts 7:46-50).
10 See also Spurgeon, Charles, (1881), “A greater
than Solomon”, The Spurgeon Archive, <www.
spurgeon.org/sermons/1600.htm>.

Mr Rob Vosslamber lectures in
accounting and taxation at the
University of Canterbury.
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Focus on home
Harriet Haverland

Gleanings …
By the Gleanings
Team:
Odette De Kock – Auckland
Presbytery
Yvonne Walraven – Wellington
Presbytery
Frances Watson – Christchurch
Presbytery
Collated and Edited by Harriet
Haverland

MINISTERS AND CHURCH
WORKERS
The Rev. Bruce Hoyt, together with
his wife Lois, spent time in the United
Kingdom and America holidaying and
visiting family, during which time Rev.
Hoyt (and the Rev. Dirk van Garderen)
represented our churches at the International Conference of Reformed Churches,
held in Cardiff, Wales.
The Rev. Paul Archbald spent four
weeks at Knox Theological College,
Mbale, Uganda, teaching students the
“doctrine of God”.
The Rev. Dick Wynja, together with his
wife Mary, spent September through
November in the Reformed Church of
Hastings to assist with pastoral work and
preaching.
The Rev. David Waldron will be visiting

the Doumas in PNG (Hastings is their
sending church) in October.
The Rev. Leo de Vos accepted a call
from the Reformed Church of Hukanui.
The Rev. Craig van Echten and Miss
Annette ten Brinke have announced their
engagement. Craig is the pastor of the
Reformed Church of Australind, WA.
Albert Couperus has begun his second
year of studies and Josh Flinn his first
year of studies at Mid-America Reformed
Seminary.

CHURCH BUILDINGS
Hamilton – 60th Anniversary: On Saturday November 23rd we will be having
a celebration dinner at church.
Christchurch: As we rejoice in the insurance settlement, continue to pray
for those who are developing plans for
new facilities on Cornwall Street. May
the Spirit of God give us united hearts
and minds as we build facilities, and as
we build the body of Christ. As David
prayed and sang, “Restore to us the joy
of your (God’s) salvation.” Remember in
prayer those who are seeking the Lord’s
will in calling a pastor. May the Lord
give them wisdom and endurance. It is
a heavy responsibility, but we trust that
the Lord will call someone in His time
and for His purpose.

DENOMINATIONAL
The Office Bearer’s Handbook has
been updated and now contains all the
information related to synodical deci-

60th anniversary
60 years of the

We praise God’s faithfulness as we celebrate
Reformed church being established in Nelson.

The actual anniversary date is November 21st. We will be
celebrating with activities for Saturday the 23rd and a
Thanksgiving service on Sunday the 24th of November 2013.
If you are a past member or friend of the Nelson Reformed
Church you are very welcome to join with us on this special
occasion. Please register your interest to the social Committee
vanderburg@ts.co.nz
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sions made since the first Synod of our
churches in 1953 up to and including
those made at Synod 2011. This new
edition of the OBH is available on the
denominational website under Online
Resources (Church Government) and
can be viewed and/or downloaded as
a PDF file.
The International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC) just met in
Cardiff, Wales, from the 28th of August
to the 4th of September. This was the
8th assembly. Rev’s Bruce Hoyt and Dirk
van Garderen represented our churches and Rev Bruce Hoyt was the chairman. The theme of the conference was
“Preach the word”. Five Reformed denominations applied for membership.

MISSIONS
The Rev. Peter Kloosterman of the
Overseas Mission Board (OMB) visited
the Auckland Presbytery and gave presentations at the Reformed Churches of
the North Shore, Avondale and Hukanui
respectively, where he spoke about the
work of the OMB, its current activities
and plans for the future, our need of
missions and how the OMB wants to
encourage the Lord’s church in the work
of missions.
Arjen Buter from Dovedale visited Janice
Reid and took a video of some of the
work in which she is involved. The
session will organise for this to be shown
after the morning service sometime soon.
The Hastings Session is sending the Rev
David Waldron to PNG to visit with
Alan and Odette Douma. He attended
an on-field mission’s conference together
with representatives from the Overseas
Mission Board and also provided pastoral
support for our missionary and his wife.
He was also involved in some preaching and teaching for the churches while
he was there.
Next year, Alan and Odette have been
asked to be in Hastings during February and March as part of their furlough.
This will give them some off-field rest
and provide Hastings with the opportunity of strengthening their fellowship
with the Doumas.
Pastor Kloosterman and John Kloeg
were in Papua New Guinea for a conference with delegates from the other
churches (Free Reformed Churches
Faith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

of Aus. and the Canadian Reformed
Churches) that support the work on
the field.
Greetings from Bethesda, Solomon
Islands! I just want to say a big thankyou to any who were involved in sending
Joshua Brooks (Bucklands Beach) over to
help me recently. And also to Joshua for
the fantastic assistance he was to me and
others here. I think it took him a while
to adjust to the heat and slow pace of
life, but having been in Bouganville for
two years he knew what to expect and
quickly settled in. It was helpful that he
could understand the people and their
culture, and some of their language – he
was soon accepted by them and fitted
in really well. For me also it was great
to have some ‘kiwi’ company, someone
who understood the difficulties of living
in a totally different culture, and not
having any of your own ‘kind’ around
most of the time. As for jobs – well,
he had to be a ‘jack-of-all-trades’, a
typical ‘all-round kiwi’ who could put
his hand to anything. So he had to lug
concrete to fill in a big hole under my
water tank, empty the incinerator, mend
the washing-machine, varnish my ‘easy’
chairs, hang curtains, fix a car ball-joint
problem, clean my car and repair a patch
of rust, visit ships with me to determine
their suitability for student travel, laminating, make an inventory of textbooks,
shopping, meals, visiting more ships to

pick up students with disabilities who
had arrived to attend training at Bethesda and endless computer tasks, including changing my email addresses. (The
latter jobs were a follow-on from much
preparatory work done in NZ by brother-in-law Rowan before he left for the
S.I., including a new lap-top for Chris,
who is learning to take over my job
here. Again, many thanks to those of
you who contributed to the cost of all
that gear.) The list could go on and on.
He even bought me an electric toaster –
wow, seeing I now have power most of
the time I can use it! I hadn’t thought
of that, and was still battling on with
my ‘camp’ one over the gas ring. And
food in the fridge stays cold! We could
do shopping for a few days at a time!

What bliss! So please accept my heartfelt thanks, and may the Lord bless you
all as you serve Him, and in this way
have a hand in the work we are doing
here for people with disabilities. Yours
in Christ, Susan Larsen.
And From Joshua: It was a real joy to
work with Susan and the staff at Bethesda as their latest group of students came
in. There are 12 students from all over
the Solomon Islands with physical and
mild intellectual disabilities at Bethesda this term who are receiving medical
advice and gaining some exciting new
skills. Given how difficult it can be to
arrange transport for a single, able-bodied person, arranging it for twelve students with disabilities, some of whom
have never travelled this far before, is a

REFORMED CHURCH OF HAMILTON
It is with great joy that we anticipate celebrating the 60th anniversary of the
Reformed Church of Hamilton on the 23rd & 24th of November. Since its institution
on Sunday 22 November 1953, God has faithfully watched over and provided for
this congregation and we look forward to celebrating His goodness to us.
We cordially invite anyone who has been part of the life of this congregation during
these years to attend a celebration dinner on the 23rd and thanksgiving service on the
24th of November 2013.
Please RSVP no later than 27th October if you would like to attend the dinner
For more information please email: hamreformed60th@gmail.com

http://www.rcnz.org.nz

RCNZ Home Page

can be found on the

Back issues of Faith in Focus

Or contact Maria McDonald ph 07-974 0939

27 December 2013 – 3 January 2014
Finlay Park, Cambridge
Devotional Leaders:
Morning: Rev Peter Moelker – Always Reforming
Evening: Rev Andrew de Vries – Justification by Faith

For further information and to enrol online:

www.rcnzonline.com/familycamp

If you do not have internet access phone Sarah Kingham
phone 09 238 6711

For a week of refreshment for your soul.
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real challenge! I got to know the route
to the Honiara wharf quite well as we
picked up students from the far east to
the far west of the Solomons. Even in
the short time I was there the students
at Bethesda began to grow in faith, skills
and self confidence as the staff at the
centre guided them in devotions and
training. I can’t speak highly enough of
the incredible change that Bethesda is
making to the lives of some very vulnerable people! These students are going
to return to their homes with skills in
sewing, poultry, woodwork and other
activities, but more importantly with
greater self confidence. Most importantly, we are able to share with them
the message that despite the problems
and imperfections we all have, there is
unconditional love and acceptance in
Jesus Christ. Sincere thanks to those in
the congregation who supported me on
this short mission trip. It was a real joy
and privilege – also a challenge! – to
play a small role in supporting Bethesda.
(Bucklands Beach)
Solomon Islands Mission trip: Peter
Wierenga is with us this Sunday, and will
take the opportunity after the morning
service to say a few words about a recent
missions trip to the Solomon Islands
with some youth from the Bishopdale

Reformed Church. You can also see a
short video of their experience at this
link https://vimeo.com/74266759 – it
is well worth a look! (Wellington)

COMMUNITY OUTREACH and
EVANGELISM
Avondale: Holiday Programme: To
be held on 2nd to 4th October 2013
from 9am to 12 noon and on Friday
evening at 6:30pm for families. The material covered over the three mornings
will teach the children that God is the
Creator who gives them life, preserves
their lives daily and is the giver of new
life. We will do this by looking at the
stories of Creation, Moses crossing the
Red Sea and Paul’s conversion on the
road to Damascus.
Bishopdale: Sign up time!!! Crafty Kids
Club Crew – Yes, it’s that time again….
the next Crafty Kids Club is in the coming
school holidays, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday morning of the first week
of the school holidays and we need you!!
Please let us know if you are able to
help for any (or all) of the mornings. It
is a great outreach, the kids love it, and
it is loads of fun. Remember, we love
to have YOU volunteer without having
to ask you!!

Summer School
of
THEOLOGY

palmerston
NORTH
17th to 20th
January 2014
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Bucklands Beach: LABS: We continue to be encouraged by new members
coming along. A new Chinese lady came
on Thursday, and a non-Christian returned and asked a question about how
a person may receive the Holy Spirit. It
is also interesting to note that the regular
attendees encourage the new people
to return, explaining that it gets better
and easier to understand the more one
attends. Continue to pray for this ministry, and also guidance as we consider
expanding to an evening class.
Wellington: The InReach OutReach committee have been encouraging us this year
with a theme of “each one, reach one”.
Please continue to pray for the many
evangelism opportunities that members
of our congregation are engaged in. For
example: the Bible studies the Heeringa’s
are leading at Summerset Village, the
Brooklyn market and personal witness.
Session also encourages you to make
every effort to “reach one-another” within
our own congregation. Talk with someone
you don’t normally talk with – or even
better, invite them over for coffee or
lunch! “Therefore encourage one another
and build each other up, just as in fact
you are doing.” (1 Thes 5:11) (Wellington)

CAMPS and CONFERENCES
RTC Preaching Conference: September
26th to 27th at the Reformed Theological
College in Geelong. This year’s theme,
Preaching Biblical Wisdom, explored the
wisdom literature of both the Old and
New Testaments, looking at how godly
wisdom can be powerfully and practically
preached, and how wisdom can become
part of our message of hope that moves
and motivates us to serve Christ.
Auckland Reformation Conference: November 1st to 2nd at the RC Avondale.
This conference will provide opportunity
for instruction from God’s Word, singing
praise, fellowship with one another as
we rejoice in our common Reformation
heritage, and encouragement to hold
fast to and proclaim anew the biblical
doctrine of justification – the doctrine of
which Martin Luther said “if this article
stands, the church stands; if this article
collapses, the church collapses.” “For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, and are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came
by Christ Jesus”(Romans 3:23-24). Guest
speaker this year is Dr Martin Williams,
Lecturer in New Testament and Greek
at the Reformed Theological College,
Geelong and the theme is Justification
Faith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

Then and Now: Why This Great Truth
Still Matters.
Family Camp: December 27th 2013 to
January 3rd 2014. This year’s speakers
are Rev. Peter Moelker and Rev. Andrew
de Vries. For a week of refreshment for
your soul and your family’s, what better
way to spend a week of your summer
holiday. For more information about the
speakers and their topics, go online to
www.rcnzonline.com/familycamp
National Youth Camp: January 2nd to 9th
2014 at Teapot Valley, Nelson. Minister: Daniel Wilson from the Reformed
Church of Nelson. Study Topic: The
Supremacy of Christ. Theme: Superheroes. Who is invited? Anyone 15 years
of age or older youth. Cost: $330 for
the whole week. Check out www.mryc.
rcnz.org.nz for our promo video. See
you all there!

CLASSES and COURSES
Dunedin: “I have been running the
Christianity Explored course with one
family outside our church. Pray that
God would grant open hearts so they
might respond to Christ’s call to follow
him. Continue to pray for our witness
of our Saviour to those we know. Our
conversations may not be polished, but
it is God who opens people’s hearts to
respond to our witness.” (Dunedin)

July 10th, 1509 was John Calvin’s
birthday. This prayer of his, taken
from his commentary on Hosea, seems
appropriate to the event: “Grant, Almighty God, that as you have once
appeared in the person of your only
begotten Son, and through him have
made your glory visible to us, and
as you daily display to us the same
Christ in the looking-glass of your
gospel, – grant, that we, fixing our
eyes on him, may not go astray, nor
be led here and there after wicked
inventions, the fallacies of satan, and
the allurements of this world: but
may continue firm in the obedience
of faith and persevere in it through
the whole course of our life, until, at
length, we are fully transformed into
the image of your eternal glory, which
now in part shines in us, through the
same Christ our Lord. Amen.” Now
that would be an appropriate prayer
for our birthdays, don’t you think?
(From North Shore Bulletin.)
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FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

Avondale: The January 2015 National
Camp is to be held in the South Island
and is a fantastic opportunity for our
young people to spend a week in fellowship and Bible studies as they develop
skills, Christian friendships and receive
instruction in the faith. To help fundraise
we are planning on having a car boot
sale on October 12th.
Bucklands Beach: The Cadets and GEMS
held a garage sale in September to subsidise camps and trips for children at club.
North Shore: The Annual Garage Sale
will be held on October 19th, DV. This
year we are fundraising to help pay for
our Cadets and Gems club members to
go to the January 2015 National Camp
in Nelson.

TOURNAMENTS
Volleyball Tournament: September 28th
at the Masterton Recreation Centre for
all North Island churches. This is being
run as a fundraiser for the Silverstream
Christian School.

ACTIVITIES
MRYC: There will be a combined youth
ski trip meeting at Dovedale carpark

a

ENGRAVED

and travelling out to Porters ski field. All
levels of ability welcome. Come along
for a rad day on the mountain! See you
there! Check the MRYC facebook page
for more details.
Coast to Coast: The annual Coast to
Coast has reached its 10th season with
many adventurers having conquered this
awesome adventure from the West to
the East Coast. You are invited to join
us on this epic 250 km adventure, by
cycling, running/walking and paddling
across the beautiful South Island. The
adventure takes place on Canterbury
Show Weekend. Please note that this
year entries will be limited to 35 passengers on the rafts so if you plan to participate please enrol as soon as possible.
Wellington: Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner is coming up quickly, and we
need your filled out forms!! Today is
the last day to let us know that you
are coming, so please give your forms
to Seth! It’s been a great night in the
past, and the more people the merrier.
A fantastic time to talk to some of those
people that you might not always chat to
after church, while enjoying some good
food! We look forward to hearing from
you!		

Grappling
with a Grief
Engraved
by John Goris

— JOHN GORIS —

$20.00 each

(includes postage within NZ)
NZ price only

This book is a must for the
home/church library and
makes an ideal gift. These
poems show the highs and
lows on a journey through
grief, as the author reflects on
the Lord and His promises in
the Scriptures.

[These poems] teach us how we should feel and react
when our own hour of loss comes … . Blessed be God
who has in Christ given us the hope of eternity in heaven
with those whom we loved and cherished here below –
Maurice Roberts (UK)
Order direct from the publisher:

Matrix Typography
04-499 1797
walter@matrix-typography.co.nz
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CBI NEW ZEALAND
NEWSLETTER
AUGUST – 2013
The following comments are responses
we have received from CBI students
doing the Tier 1 Courses. I pray they
may be an encouragement to you all.
Thank you so much for letting me study
God’s Word with you. It is such a wonderful blessing to me. This helps me
keep on track and brings me to a better
knowledge and understanding of God’s
Word. God bless.
I thank you for the Bible book and
the studies of the Great Truths. It is
showing me how to read the Bible
because I didn’t have any clue where
to start. Once again thank you. Can’t
wait till the next lesson. It will be good
to do more.
I felt so touched when I had received
these studies. I felt like there is hope for
the future in my life again. I would love
to keep growing stronger in the faith of
His Word and I also want to thank you
Crossroads Institute for giving me the opportunity to regain my worthiness and
confidence to continue my walk with
the Lord. I am so blessed to be a part
of these studies to gain knowledge and
understanding of our one true God and
this study fills me with His wisdom and
insight of who He wants me to become.
I’m happy to have God in my life.
Thanks again for this study into God’s
amazing truths, precepts, and right
living. Without God’s Word in my life I
would have no hope. Thanks to God’s
work at the cross I’ve discovered a new
way of life in God’s grace. Thanks for
showing this.
Heavenly Father I pray to thank you
for this lesson to show me and help me
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understand more about forgiveness and
breaking the power of the past. Also
Lord to give thanks for showing me what
I need to do to show my family what
glorifies you Lord.
I am enjoying the studies. It helps me
through these hard times in which I am
going through at the moment. I pray to
God every day to help me through and
I hope things get better. Thanks.
Thank you so much CBI for all the
good feedback I receive from you and
for all the prayers you have done for me
and all the students. You are also in my
prayers as well. God bless you.
It is my pleasure to thank you all for
your assistance during this program it has
been hard but it has also helped me to
open up doors for my life with God and
I now have a better relationship with the
Lord. Thank you to all of you and the
continued support you gave.
I trusted myself in all I did and was
proud of the achievements that I had in
life but dug myself into a very big hole.
When the Lord shut all the doors I asked
him to facilitate the out of that hole in
my own way but He made me fail but
at the same time saved me from myself.
Being here at this moment is the best
thing that has ever happened in my life.
CBI I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank you and your
staff for your assistance in helping me in
my journey in life. May God bless you.
The following responses are from
students doing the Manga Messiah
Course – (MMN).
I thank you for sending me the (MMN)
studies. I really enjoy doing them and I
look forward to the next one.
We go out to the yard to do Bible
Studies at 7pm every Monday and Friday.
There were three of us doing it for about
2-3 months. Then slowly they came now
there are nine of us. God bless them.
This Course (MMN) has been inspirational. Do you have another you could
offer me?
I was tempted to beat a person up
this week, but thought about the consequences. Instead of reacting to the
situation I prayed to God which helped
to confront this person and apologise
instead of fighting.
I am enjoying the Bible study now that
I am finding the questions in the Bible
and it is getting better for me.
A few weeks ago my remote went
missing from my TV. I wanted give an
inmate a bash but I did not. I forgave him.
I invite people to my cell to talk. It
makes a difference when they leave.

I enjoyed this lesson. It helped me
a lot and also to understand about the
life we live in.
Thank you so very much for this
Course (MMN) and God bless you. I
have lost my first card that you sent me.
Can I have another one please?
Pray for all the people within prison
and the course that Crossroads makes
available to them. It is so good to see
the guys reading the Bible and supporting each other.
I need to keep my focus on doing this
Course (MMN) so that there is more of
Jesus in my day. Drugs and alcohol can
be left behind with that demonic world
and also to read the book of James more.
I would like to thank you all for what
you have been able to help me learn in
this MMN Course.
I am trying to change my whole life
style. I’m even trying to walk away from
the gang that I am a part of.
Jesus has given me the power to
forgive someone who has hurt me and I
am thankful for that I enjoyed doing my
booklet. It’s really awesome.
Please continue to pray for the ministry of CBI in the prisons and for those
involved with the work of CBI in NZ.
If you would like further information
about Crossroad Bible Institute you can
contact us at cbi.nz@xtra.co.nz or write
to Crossroad Bible Institute, P.O. Box
11005 HASTINGS 4158.

Meditation:

The Empty Hopper
“The mind is like a mill; when it
wants corn it grinds upon itself.”
And this is the cause of much of
the mental depression which afflicts mankind; many people have
nothing to think of outside of themselves, and so their thoughts prey
upon their own hearts. Occupation
is the remedy for many an internal
sorrow. The study of the Scriptures
would prevent brooding over imaginary ills. Try it, good friend, and
see! Fill the hopper of thy mind’s
will with holy instruction, and thou
shalt get for thyself good corn instead
of wear and tear and grit.
From C. H. Spurgeon Flowers from
a Puritan’s Garden
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Where have all the children gone?
John Rogers
A colleague recently gave me a book
entitled, Why Johnny Can’t Preach, by T.
David Gordon. I think he was not ever
so subtly suggesting it was time I retired.
Essentially, the thesis of the book is that
Johnny can’t preach because Johnny
can’t read. That is to say, if Johnny can
read, he reads pretty much only in the
manner in which he reads a phone book
– he scans the columns for information;
but the reading of, following, absorbing,
and critiquing an argument is another
matter entirely. Part of the solution, says
Gordon, will be to read literature and
especially poetry; and teach children to
do the same so they don’t perpetuate
the same malady for another generation.
We are all, to a greater or lesser
extent, products of our age. Some of that
will be fine; some won’t be. In respect
of teaching and learning, we don’t seem
to be doing that well, broadly speaking.
We cannot ignore the age we live in; to
some extent we must adapt to it. On the
other hand, if certain trends or methods
are not helpful, we should resist them,
even if we use them to some extent.
It is in the light of this sort of consideration I would like to discuss this
subject of children and public worship.
I know it’s rather a hoary old chestnut and I originally only wrote on the
matter for a much smaller audience but,
as sometimes happens, ‘it got out” and
your editor asked me to knock it into an
article for your edification (one hopes).
It is fairly common practice in the
church, broadly speaking, that children
will either not go to church with their
parents and, instead, go to ‘children’s
church,’ or perhaps go out of the service
to Sunday School at some point, but at
least before the sermon. The reasons given
are usually along the lines of children’s
attention spans, the sermons are above
their understanding, maybe even to help
visitors, whose children may not be used
to sitting through a service, feel welcome,
or even simply cope with the service.
I have some sympathy with the latter
sort of reason. The first two are aspects
of our culture or simply a characteristic of childhood which, while one can
sympathise with, I believe we need to
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counter. I would like to consider two
lines of thought. What does the Bible
say? And then, a matter of pedagogy
(how we bring up our children).
In certain respects, Scripture does not
say a great deal directly to the subject,
but what it does say is important and
clear. Before seeing what Scripture says
directly, we need to back up a little and
consider what a Worship Service is. We
are not told explicitly how a New Testament Worship Service is to be conducted but as we study history, we find
the basic outline of our Worship Service
goes right back to the Jewish synagogue
of Jesus’ day and Jesus blessed Synagogue worship with his presence: “He
came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up; and as was his custom, he
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath.”
(Luke 4:16) By the same token, he also
blessed Temple worship with his presence. Indeed. But he also abolished it.
When he left the Temple for the last time
he declared, “Behold, your house is left
to you desolate” (Matthew 23:38); “your
house … desolate” – no longer “my Father’s house … a house of prayer for all
nations.” As well as pronouncing that
judgment upon the Temple itself he abolished its very purpose at Calvary when
he fulfilled perfectly all its sacrifices and
functions. But Synagogue worship continued – in its Jewish ‘heirs’ right down to
today; and, in its true heirs, the Christian
church. You can study the liturgies down
2,000 years, in all the major branches of
the church, and see the same elements
and order of ‘christianised’ synagogue
worship, right down to today. This is
important because of the basic shape
of that Worship Service. The Worship
Service is essentially a covenant renewal
(or reaffirmation) ceremony, as we see
from the following outline of our usual
morning Worship Service:
God calls us to worship; we acknowledge we are there by grace;
he greets us; we sing his praise; he
reminds us of his covenant requirements; we confess our covenantbreaking; he grants us renewed
forgiveness and cleansing; he reasserts his covenant requirements (the
Law as a rule of life); we respond

❝ We

are
all, to a
greater or
lesser extent,
products
of our age.
Some of that
will be fine;
some won’t
be. ❞

in thankfulness and rededication;
now we may bring our congregational cares and concerns to him
in prayer (and, please, a bit wider
than our congregational concerns!);
we present our tithes and offerings;
he speaks to us of his covenant at
more length in the Scripture reading
and sermon; we request he apply it
to our hearts and lives; we sing his
praise once more; he gives us his
covenant blessing; and what can we
do but conclude with a doxology.
Jesus blessed this service and by his
Spirit guided his church in so continuing to worship him to this day.
Given that the Worship Service that
we inherited from the Synagogue is a
covenant renewal ceremony, we find
there is some explicit biblical material
that is relevant, for we read of a few
covenant renewal ceremonies in the
Old Testament. We note only those
that contain information relevant to our
subject.
• Before Israel went across the Jordan
into Canaan, Moses led them in one
such ceremony and we read; “You
stand today, all of you, before the Lord
your God: your chiefs, your tribes,
your elders and your officers, even
all the men of Israel, your little ones,
your wives, and your alien who is
within your camps, …” Deut.29:10ff..
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• After the defeat of Ai (which was, in
turn, after the defeat at Ai because
of Achan’s sin), Joshua “read all the
words of the law, the blessing and the
curse, according to all that is written
in the book of the law. There was not
a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read
before all the assembly of Israel with
the women and the little ones and
the strangers who were living among
them” Joshua 8:24f..
• When Judah was threatened by Moab
and Ammon, “Jehoshaphat was afraid
and turned his attention to seek the
Lord; and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. So all Judah gathered
together to seek help from the Lord …
and all Judah was standing before the
Lord, with their infants, their wives,
and their children” 2 Chron.20:34,13. Cf. also Neh.12:43.1
From the information we have, we
ought to conclude that when God calls
us to formal, public worship, he calls us
as families, for children too are members
of his covenant.2 This information is important to us, because the NT church
is simply the OT church come of age
(Gal.4:1-6). When Peter speaks of our
place in the church in 1 Pe.2:9-10, he
quotes Moses’ description of Israel in
Ex.19:5f. to do so: “But you are a chosen

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for God’s own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of
him who has called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; for you
once were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.” Hence, in his epistles, which he
commanded to be read in church,3 Paul,
just occasionally, addresses the children
specifically (Eph.6:1-3; Col.3:20).
The second set of reasons has to do
with pedagogy, the science/art of teaching children. There are several ways we
can come at this. We shall note the following;
1. People are concerned that their
children understand what they are doing
in worship. So we ought to be. Protestants do not believe the Roman Catholic
doctrine of implicit faith. We do believe
in teaching children authoritatively, but
we don’t want them to believe just on
authority; not long-term, at any rate. We
want them to believe because God has
enlightened their minds by his Holy Spirit
and they understand the teaching of the
Bible. And on that score, we can easily
underestimate just how much children
can hear and understand.4
But my real concern here is that
there is more to life and learning than

understanding. There are also stages in
child development. Rote learning is not
in vogue at present. Yet it has a place
– in the church context, for memorising Scripture or the Catechism or Psalms
and hymns and songs. When children
are young, their minds are like sponges.
They soak up material like that and store
it away in the memory. Learned early like
that, it stays there for life. Maybe they
don’t understand so much when they first
learn; but over time, as the mind turns
it over, as it is drawn back to mind in
other teaching moments, understanding
grows. Further, just by observation and
participation as they are able, and as
they gradually learn to read, the shape
of the worship service is lodged in their
minds, the words of the liturgy,5 how to
pray, the words of the Psalms and hymns
are gradually absorbed. And a mindset
is gradually developed.
Further, there is more going on in
a Worship Service than what involves
the intellect directly, or first of all; such
things that children learn about God and
faith and devotion by observing, perhaps
even at a sub-conscious level, the expectation with which the adults come to
worship, the earnestness – and perhaps
many emotions – on the adults’ faces,
the reverence with which we sit;6 the
very fact that the people come, mum

1 There is one instance that may appear to give
contrary evidence, Ezra 7:73 – 13:3, where it
speaks of the presence of men and women, those
who could understand, and other similar phrases
(8:2-3; 10:28). However, this seems to be an
exceptional case, for quite a number of reasons.
i While the other occasions quoted also took
place at historical turning points, this is
even more so, as is indicated by the fact
that it covers five chapters and took place
after Judah had significantly fallen back to
the old sins, so very quickly, for which they
had already been sent into exile, including
marrying non-Israelites and blatant Sabbathbreaking (10:30-31, eg.);
ii the whole proceedings covers a period of
several weeks, beginning on the first day of
the seventh month (8:3) and going through
to at least the twenty-forth day of the seventh
month (9:1ff., the Great Day of Atonement);
iii it included the Feast of Tabernacles which
took eight days (8:14,17-18);
iv the book of the Law was read every day of
the eight days of Tabernacles (8:18);
v on two occasions at least on which everybody
assembled, the proceedings were very long:
on the first day the Law was read from early
morning until midday (8:3), and on the Great
Day of Atonement, the Law was read for a
quarter of the day and for another quarter
they confessed and worshiped (9:3);
vi from much of the material in the five chapters, it is plain that all the arrangements

for re-establishing Temple worship and the
support and supplies of the temple were
being arranged – a lot of very detailed administrative matters;
vii we might also wonder if there is something
significant about the fact that in 10:29, they
took on themselves a curse and an oath
to walk in God’s law (which might not be
appropriate for children? – even as some
would argue it would not be appropriate
for younger children to take on themselves
vows of profession of faith, considering it
would make them self- confessed believers
and subject also to the possibility of persecution/martyrdom).
Even so, on one occasion of communal worship,
the children also were present (12:43), as they
would also have been during much of the Feast
of Tabernacles.
2 Gen.17:7; Acts 2:38f.; HC, QandA.74. Jesus
also said, in Mark 10:14, “Permit the children
to come to me; do not hinder them; for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”
That occasion was not a worship service and
no doubt Jesus spoke to those children, then, at
their level. However, Jesus’ general point is very
important: “Let the children come to me;” and
today it is in the Worship Service that Jesus is
especially present and speaking to his people.
3 Col.4:16; And when this letter is read among you,
have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans;
and you, for your part, read my letter that is
coming from Laodicea.

4 And after all is said and done, if you think of
our other church activities, most of them are
aimed at youth. Don’t forget either that Jesus
was only twelve years old when he debated
the ‘doctors’ in the temple. That was not a
miraculous function of his deity. As a human
child “he grew in wisdom” (Luke 2:42-52).
On this score, Jesus was only just exceptional.
While Jesus was uniquely perfect, similar levels
of intellectual maturity in fourteen year-olds was
not unusual up until less than a century ago.
5 Forms for Baptism, public Profession of Faith,
the Lord’s Supper.
6 An article appeared in the Manawatu Evening
Standard several years ago that well illustrates
this point. A Palmerston North man, Ronald
Thomas, was talking about his experiences as
a seven-year old in NZ during WWII, in the
course of which he said, My parents and my
school had instilled in me the meaning of war
and its horrors, and the benefits enjoyed from
peace. And hadn’t I, after all, sat in silence during
the evening news, night after night, and watched
father scowl and mother weep? The news itself
meant little, but the solemnity induced by the
broadcast is well remembered.
7 Maybe the church goes through a difficult,
unhappy time, when it is plain hard even to
worship at all; or, they hear the dead silence
when a discipline notice is read.
8 … to Brother Love’s Travelling Salvation Show,
in a song on revival meetings in the Bible Belt
of America; but it’s a nicely descriptive line!
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❝ Life

(and
church!) is
not about
my felt
needs and
desires; it is
about God
and what he
wants. What
greater lesson
could we
teach our
children? ❞

and dad, with everyone else, and come
regularly and without fail, when sometimes the Service is uplifting and inspiring, at another time challenging, maybe
even difficult,7 at another time just so
so. But they come. As the family meal
and Bible reading is the heart and centre
of Christian family life, so the Worship
Service is the heart and centre of churchfamily life; and, as Neil Diamond has it,
we “pack up the babies, grab the old
ladies, and everyone goes.”8 Some things
are better caught than taught; and often
if they are not caught at that impressionable age, they are much more difficult to
be taught – and really learned – at all.
2. Let’s not separate this out from
the general upbringing of our children.
What are we seeking to bring up our
children to be? Mature adults, able to
stand on their own in the world, under
God. What is the best way to do this?
By modelling to them mature adult behaviour. But how will we do that if we at
all times provide for them at their level?
Further, where do we model adult behaviour to our children in modern life?
As civilisation ‘advances,’ life becomes
more complex and fractured and some
scriptural injunctions become more difficult to obey; yet they still stand. For
example, Deut.6:6-7;
These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on
your heart. You shall teach them
Faith in Focus Volume 40/10 November 2013

diligently to your sons and shall
talk of them when you sit in your
house and when you walk by the
way and when you lie down and
when you rise up.
That is a base-text for every Christian
parent, but how difficult it is to fulfil in
the modern world. In Moses’ day and
for many centuries later, little Johnny
trotted out to the field with dad and, until
he got too tired and dad popped him
down under a tree to sleep for an hour,
he plodded alongside the plough with
him. (Hence, there never was a book:
Why Johnny Can’t Plough.) And so Jane
with mum. They not only learned Scripture from mum and dad as they worked
alongside them; they also learned to
work, to be an adult. Their peers were
not their model; mum and dad, adults
were their model, and so they learned
to be mature adults. Even in more recent
times, children would have accompanied
their father to the saleyard, for example
– they saw how it worked, they observed
how men interact with men, how they
strike a bargain, how they are held to
account for their word, how they work
around each other in the carpark, how
they resolve disagreements.
Of course, there is a time just to be
children. Paul too spoke about “childish
things” – not disapprovingly – for children (1 Cor.13:11). But where in the
modern world do our children observe
adults go about their lives, as adults, as
was easier in the past in different kinds
of societies and economies? Perhaps only
on TV – and what perverted models they
get there most of the time. Why, they
cannot even watch or listen to Parliament
and see adults act maturely! Scripture
gives us this as a – perhaps the – basic
principle of child-rearing; see also the
book of Proverbs. And what is the cry
of those in the world concerned about
young people? They need role models,
especially male role models.
Worship is the highest ‘activity ’
mankind can engage in. Let us teach
them how to worship using the fundamental scriptural method.
3. But let’s carry that a little further:
can you think of one adult activity in
life in which children accompany their
parents and are expected to fit in with the
adults? Let’s use only the word ‘expect.’
Educational and child-rearing theory today
is dominated by the idea of putting the
child at the centre. And we wonder why
we have so many self-centred people;
so many people who never seem to ‘fit’

anywhere. I am certainly not promoting uniforms or mindless conformity. It
could equally be argued that there is far
too little individuality. But children today
are taught that the world revolves around
them; everything must be fitted to them
and their peculiar needs at their particular stage of development, or according
to their desires. Not to go too far from
our immediate subject, but one wonders
what on earth happened to parents and
educators who require children to learn
what they, in their greater experience
of life and wisdom, know the children
need to learn.
We should not see having our children,
of all ages, in worship as something our
children must just put up with; it’s inconvenient but it’s the best we can do.
It can be difficult at times and parents
can go through periods when they find it
difficult to worship. Our family has had
those times too. (So let the rest of us be
patient with parents of young children and
bear kindly with some inevitable childish
noises and interruptions at times.) But I
would suggest also that you think whether
it may be the best favour you can ever
do your children, along with saying no to
them occasionally! From the most impressionable age, expect and require them to
worship together with the congregation,
however much, on an intellectual level,
they understand. For in addition to everything else we have said, they will learn
another enormously important lesson as
well: life does not revolve around their
felt needs of the moment; life revolves
around the worship of God; and he
calls all his covenant people together to
worship him as one body; therefore we
must all be there. Life (and church!) is
not about my felt needs and desires; it
is about God and what he wants. What
greater lesson could we teach our children? If we don’t teach them this lesson,
and this is certainly one that will be better
caught than taught, they will not just not
have learnt this lesson; they will inevitably have learned its opposite: life revolves
around me and my felt needs or abilities
and capacities, etc. That is one of the
great problems of our age in general and
of the church at large. Has there been a
more immature and dissatisfied generation than the last couple whose particular
needs and desires have been catered to
so assiduously? Let us save our children
from that, by God’s grace.
Mr John Rogers is the minister in the
Reformed Church of North Shore.
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Christ came to call sinners to repentance
This article is an excerpt adapted
from “Why Christ Came: 31 Meditations on the Incarnation” by Joel
Beeke and William Boekestein.
William Boekestein
One day Jesus passed by a tax office and
saw a man named Matthew, a tax collector, and said, “Follow me” (Matt. 9:9).
Matthew did follow and invited Jesus to
dinner at his house. Matthew’s friends,
like him tax collectors and “sinners,”
came to dinner and sat down with Jesus.
The term sinner used in this text has
more than one meaning. On the one
hand, it was a label that the Pharisees
stuck on anyone who didn’t observe the
law according to their rules and regulations. On the other hand, these friends
of Matthew were guilty of notorious sins.
They had given up even the pretense of
religion. They were people that you and
I probably would rather not be associated with. They were fornicators, gamblers,

swindlers, cheaters, liars, and drunks.
Jesus shocked the Pharisees by dining
with such people. Offended, they asked
Jesus’ disciples why He associated with
known sinners. They didn’t ask because
they truly cared for Jesus and His disciples; they just wanted to shame the
Master and His followers. The Pharisees
were trying to assassinate Jesus’ character, for in their eyes He was guilty
by association. “Doesn’t He know who
they are?” their words implied. “Is this
any way for a proper rabbi to behave?”
Jesus responded by saying, “They that
are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mark 2:17). What a relief
it is to know that the Son of God not
only associates with sinners but offers to
heal their sickness and cleanse them of
sin! Jesus came to call sinners to repentance. Had the Pharisees recognised and
acknowledged their own sin, they would
have realised that they had as much need
of the Saviour as anyone else.
After a long day of conflict with the
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Pharisees, Jesus preached on the necessity of following Him (Luke 14:2535). He concluded with this warning,
“He that hath ears to hear, let him
hear” (v. 35). In chapter 15, we read
that the publicans and sinners pressed
forward to hear what Jesus had to say.
But the Pharisees and scribes continued to complain, saying, “This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them”
(vv. 1-2). Jesus then told three parables:
one about a lost sheep, the next about
a lost coin, and the third about a lost
son. Each parable illustrates the joy of
those in heaven over the good news of
even one sinner who repents. Each also
illustrates the sad state of those who do
not recognise their need of repentance,
such as the elder brother who acts like
a Pharisee by refusing to go to the father’s house to celebrate the restoration
of the prodigal son (15:28).
The Pharisees thought they were the
best of believers. They were not like
the tax collectors, who betrayed fellow
Jews by overcharging them with taxes
to line their own pockets and those
of their Roman overlords. They were
not like notorious sinners, either, who
wasted themselves and their goods in
godless living. The Pharisees demonstrate
the great danger of deceiving ourselves
into thinking that we have no sin to
repent of (1 John 4:8). If we think we
are good, then we, like the Pharisees,
will miss God’s great offer of salvation
to sinners. The Pharisees heeded God’s
warnings not to commune with sinners
(Ps. 1:1; Prov. 1:10; cf. 1 Cor. 15:33),
but they missed His command to teach
transgressors His ways and his promise to
convert sinners to Himself (Ps. 51:13; cf.
Ps. 25:8). God’s plan of redemption is
exclusively for sinners, even those who
are morally noble and religious. Jesus
calls all sinners to repent.
True repentance is not a nebulous
response of sorrow; it requires definite
actions. Repentance so transforms the
mind that it results in a changed life.
Repentance does not merely say “I’m
sorry” (what we might say when we
step on someone’s foot). Rather, true
repentance says from the heart, “I’ve
been wrong, but now I see the truth,
and I will change my ways accordingly.”
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The first step of repentance, according to the Heidelberg Catechism, “is
heartfelt sorrow that we have provoked
God by our sins.” This sorrow, coupled
with a deep sense of God’s majesty and
a profound awareness of His goodness,
causes us to hate our sins more and
more. This sorrow and hatred, in turn,
cause us to flee from sin. True repentance also leads to “heartfelt joy in God
through Christ, and with love and delight
to live according to the will of God in
all good works” (Heidelberg Catechism,

Q. 90). Mere sorrow over sin that does
not lead to changed living is a sham (2
Cor. 7:9–10).
Jesus still calls sinners – even the
greatest of sinners – to join Him in His
kingdom. His call does not ask us to
do penance by increasing our religious
duties, but to truly repent, that is, to
cease from sin, turn back to the path
of righteousness, and walk in new obedience to God (cf. Hosea 6:6). Those
who practice true repentance know what
Jesus meant when He said, “I will have

mercy, and not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:13).
When they, by grace, respond to that call,
they will experience deep joy in union
with the Friend of sinners. And nothing
causes more joy in heaven than the repentance of His called ones!
Pastor William Boekestein is the pastor
of Covenant Reformed Church in
Carbondale, PA (URCNA). The book
Why Christ Came: 31 Meditations on
the Incarnation was written together
with Mr Joel Beeke.

Dearly loved
Looking around at my fellow pew-sitters on a Sunday
morning, I see our kids are nicely dressed and the way
our families are sitting in neat rows makes it look like we
have it all together. But we don’t. We each have a story
of the hard road the Lord is walking with us – this hurting
bunch of people with nicely brushed hair. We might look
‘all together’, but we are learning about grace, deep and
difficult grace. We are learning that the only way of being
put together means being broken first. Whatever amount
of ‘having it all together’ is grace. And grace is not to be
worn as a badge you earned. It is a gift.
It is easy to forget that we are one body, that we are
closely connected to each other through Jesus. But do you
really know these people in the pews around you? The
ones you have grown tired of? The ones who are called
your brothers and sisters? Look around the pews with me
and be reminded. You might just recognise yourself too.
Many of us know the joys of marriage, and yet, among us
are those
who still long for a marriage partner,
who have forgotten they are married to a person and
not a job,
who have had many years together but have forgotten
how to talk,
who have violated intimacy and trust,
who ache with that empty spot in bed beside them,
because death swallowed up their love’s warmth.
We love children here at our church, and yet even in the
blessing of children there can be much pain. Some of us
know the pain
of childlessness,
of burying children,
of good children turned rebels,
of children having children before the time is right,
of children and parents who have forgotten how to laugh
because they’ve built walls around their hearts.
We have illness here in many forms:
the physical kind that eats away strength,
the cancerous kind that steals beautiful people,
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the mental kind that leaves you doubting the truth,
the spiritual kind that fills aching voids with darkness,
the weakening of a body that some flippantly call ‘old age’.
Most of us are in happy employment, yet we are no strangers
to losing a job,
to working hours that are long and wearisome,
to dealing with painful politics,
to being the object of ridicule for the sake of our love
for Christ,
to feeling some days that it’s all just an empty chasing
after wind.
We are all intimately acquainted with sin that flows from
a heart that’s only in love with myself,
and so we justify the white lie,
we are pumped up with pride,
we are experts at hiding filth we think is secret,
we get angry, we gossip, we condemn,
we leave no sin unexplored – we hate it and yet it
sticks to us.
Many of us weren’t born here. We have come here with
different stories:
some with only a suitcase in hand,
some fleeing war and persecution,
some fleeing dictators and famine,
some simply hoping for a better future,
all leaving behind family and friends and all that is familiar,
all knowing the meaning of the word lonely.
We sit in these pews every Sunday, with hearts that believe
and yet
we’ve wondered at times if it isn’t all a big lie (does
God even exist?),
we’ve been disillusioned with church as an establishment,
we’ve listened to a sermon and taken none of it in,
we’ve sat through a service while last night still pulses
through our veins,
we’ve come for selfish gain and not to see what we
can give.
We’re experts at causing hurt, and holding onto hurts –
sometimes we have prideful tongues that cut deep,
sometimes we are ignorant about tact or sensitivity,
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sometimes we’re superficial and avoid topics that matter,
we struggle to forget words or treatment going back
many years,
some of us have toes that have grown so long they are
constantly stepped on.
Is there hope for us? For this broken wound in its Sunday
best? In God’s ancient wisdom there is medicine with which
we can bring healing and with which we can actively bind
up each other’s wounds:
As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in perfect unity. (Col. 3:12-14)
What miracles would happen if we were to start taking
off our masks, our pretences of having it all together, our
attitude of pride? If we actually chose compassion instead
of “they should have known better”? If we chose kindness
instead of finding fault? If we chose humility instead of looking
to attribute bad motives? If we chose gentleness instead of
speaking words that hurt for years? If we chose patience
instead of wanting “change right now or else we leave”?
What if we let go of bitterness, if we started forgiving one
another with a generous forgiveness that has no strings attached? Can we just stop for a moment and remember how
we are forgiven all? ALL. Could we stop nurturing our bitter-

ness like a baby and start forgiving as the Lord forgives us?
Can we just remember for a moment that we were
chosen? For healing, rescued out of the muck, to be truly
put together, to learn the deep meaning of grace. The kind
of grace that turns brokenness into a spotless bride.
Remember that you are holy and dearly loved. Yes, you.
And also that family in the pew in front of you whose kids
cannot sit still. And the guy who reads Rick Warren. And
that girl whose skirt is too short. And the man who criticised you. And the person who was offended when you
didn’t do things the way they’ve always been done. Forgiven, and therefore holy. Dearly loved. Not just a love of
duty. Dearly, dearly loved.
We are dearly loved, and therefore we are to love dearly.
It’s sacrificial. It’s hard. It’s not natural. But it will bring
healing to us all, we who are brothers and sisters. It starts
with me. And it starts with you. Loving each other is a choice
(sometimes a hard one) but the result is a taste
of heaven on earth – a joyous perfect unity.
Mrs Franci Hoyt is a member of Dovedale,
where she’s experienced first-hand the
kindness of God’s people, and where
she’s learning to grow in love more
and more.

Disciple-making is ordinary Christianity
What is your job as a Christian? If God
gave you a job description for the Christian life, what would he put on it? At the
core of the Christian’s job is the task of
discipleship. We read this clearly in our
Lord’s pre-ascension words: And Jesus
came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” (Matthew. 28:18-20)
What does it mean to make disciples?
A disciple is a learner and a follower
of Jesus. When we make disciples we
are working to see people who do not
follow Jesus come to follow him (conversion) and then teaching them to faithfully follow Jesus in every area of their
lives (maturity). Many Christians hear this
and file it away in a cabinet of idealism. Sure, I’d like to disciple people but
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I really can’t. They feel like discipleship
is above their pay grade. Is this true? Is
discipleship something that only pastors,
elders and the “mature” do? Or is it
for everyone? Here is my main point:
disciple-making is ordinary Christianity. It is fundamental to it. Like learning
to count and say your alphabet in the
natural realm, there is scarcely any part
of the Christian life where discipleship
does not touch. In so far as Christianity is a community faith, it is a disciplemaking faith. There may be a dozen
different paradigms flying around when
you hear discipleship. Some people insist
on reading a book, meeting for coffee,
eating a meal, working out, etc. All of
these may aid the work of discipleship
but they are not a prerequisite for or
the necessary substance of it. Jesus never
gave us a program for discipleship but
he gave us his example and a broad,
far-reaching command to do it. As a
result, we have great freedom and a
great burden for discipleship. What does

it look like? When Jesus commands us
to make disciples he intends for us to
live our lives in obedience to him in the
presence of other people (believers and
unbelievers). This intentional living seeks
to show others the worth and the power
of Christ. In short, we let people in to
see how we live out the Christian faith.
Let me give you some examples:
Discipleship happens when a guy
wants to be married but doesn’t have
a game-plan for how to go about it.
He asks another brother for guidance
and help. This brother takes him out for
lunch and talks through some biblical and
practical principles. He then commits to
pray for him, to be available for questions, and to meet occasionally to talk
about his progress.
Discipleship happens when a mum
with two toddlers drops something off
that she borrowed from another sister
at church. During the exchange they
get to talking and the young mum expresses her feelings of fatigue and failure
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to measure up to her perceived standards of motherhood. The other woman
listens to her, reminds her of Scripture,
prays with her, and then continues to
come alongside of her for encouragement in the gospel.
Discipleship happens when a dad
points out a scantily dressed lady and
tells his teenage sons that what they see
is not beauty. He explains to them what
beauty is as it relates to God’s character and will. He continues to tell, show,
and emphasise the true beauty that God
delights in (1 Peter 3:3-4).
Discipleship happens when a brother
notices another brother is running hard
after his job and neglecting his family
and ministry. He comes alongside of his
brother to remind him of the true and
lasting treasure, and the proper perspective on work.

Discipleship happens when a mum
is at the park with her children. At one
point the kids become unruly and she
patiently, graciously but faithfully, disciplines her children. There are many
watching eyes around her. Both the believing and unbelieving women are intrigued. Conversations begin and soon
the fruit of the Spirit points to the matchless worth of Christ.
Discipleship happens when a homeschool mum goes to a cafe hoping to
make new friends and open doors for
sharing the gospel.
Discipleship happens when a single
woman senses another single woman’s
discontentment in being single. She
makes it a point to come alongside of
her for encouragement in the goodness
of the gospel.
These are just every day, ordinary oc-

currences. In fact, I picked them from
the ordinary lives of people in our
church family. It is this ordinary work
that pushes the church ahead toward
maturity while protecting her from spiritual shipwreck. But exhort one another
every day, as long as it is called “today,”
that none of you may be hardened by
the deceitfulness of sin. For we have
come to share in Christ, if indeed we
hold our original confidence firm to the
end. (Hebrews 3:13-14)
Discipleship is the ordinary practice
of believers. You could say that Christianity is more than discipleship, but it is
not less. We are our brother’s keeper.
It’s in the job description.
Erik Raymond, Source: Ligonier
Ministries

Mission in focus

Lessons from the Mission Field
Philip T Proctor
Two years ago, our family left Uganda
and returned to the United States. I
transitioned from an intensely cross-cultural ministry to a suburban pastorate.
My wife, Meredith, transitioned from a
stay-at-home mom, homeschooler, and
bed-and-breakfast operator to a working
mom trying to juggle a new set of challenges. Our four children transitioned
from a wild freedom – motorcycle taxis
into town to hang out with best friends
with four different hues of skin and languages – to the more tame, structured
lifestyle of suburbia.
I’ve thought a fair amount over the
past couple of years about writing an
article, detailing my thoughts about the
lessons learned about life on the foreignmission field – the similarities and differences, compared with life in America.
How do you boil down a lifetime into
a couple of pages? What is the essence,
and how is it best communicated? Here’s
my stab at it.
Three people stand out as examples
of the people to whom we ministered.
One was a woman who had been repeatedly abused – used as a plaything –
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by every man in the village. Whenever
we visited the church in her area, she
made a complete spectacle of herself
– wandering in and screaming in the
middle of the aisle, loudly weeping at
various points in the service. Another was
a young woman who could have run
for the “Miss Uganda” beauty pageant,
but by the time I met her, she was so
ravaged by AIDS that she and her infant
son were at death’s door. Another was
a Muslim woman who knew that she
would find compassion from the Christian community in her financial hardship.
These three were very real individuals,
and yet they were representative of
dozens – hundreds – of other people
just like them whom we encountered
on a daily basis. The abused psychotic,
the dying prostitute, and the Muslim
came into our life.We knelt together and
cried out to Christ, we encouraged the
Ugandan brothers and sisters to share
in their lives as they were able, and
we witnessed Christ Jesus continuing to
build his church.
My Ugandan brothers and sisters
were often embarrassed. It felt awkward.
When the abused psychotic made a
spectacle of herself, the church leaders

would stare straight ahead – frozen –
cringing and wishing this would all go
away. Meredith would sit beside her and
gently hold her or pat her back.When
the prostitute needed help, she knew
that she needed to go to the home of
the “mzungu” (white person) to find
someone who would listen to her plight.
Christians and Muslims regularly sat
in the same row in taxi-vans without
lovingly and honestly speaking to one
another about the differences in their
faith. My alienness – the color of my
skin, my language – made me stand
out from the crowd and marked me
as the “pastor.” Whatever presuppositions people had, whatever they expected from Jesus Christ, they came to
me and together we knelt and sought
Christ’s face.
It was intensely uncomfortable for me,
yet it was the price to pay for being a
stranger in a strange land. It was intensely
uncomfortable for my Ugandan brothers
and sisters and was often avoided (“Let
the missionary deal with this”). But it
was also often awkwardly engaged in –
for which I have enormous respect for
my Ugandan brothers and sisters.
Two years in suburbia have taught
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Phil Proctor participating in a wedding in Uganda.
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me that there is no significant difference between the US and Uganda.
Sure, there are all the window dressings, but the root issues are the same.
The abused, the broken sinners, and
the pagans are all around us, and yet it
seems easier to let the “outside professional” handle things, rather than for us
to engage in the awkwardness and uncomfortableness of someone who disrupts our worship service, of someone
from whom we might catch a deadly
disease, or of someone who might turn
a conversation into a shouting match and
spoil what was supposed to be a simple
trip to the grocery store.
In the affluent community in which
I live, there are bitter divorces, financial

ruin, and children in vicious, life-destroying rebellion. I turn on the television and
am disgusted by the mockery of “reality”
shows. I sit in the driveway in front of
my house and speak to passing neighbors – and slowly discover that maybe
the vileness of reality TV is actually not
so far outside the envelope of American
experience. The only difference is my interaction: do I laugh and eat popcorn,
or do I weep and offer to pray?
So what is the real difference between
ministry in Uganda and ministry in suburbia? The more I think about it, none at
all. The situations were identical: broken
sinners in need of the healing power of
the gospel. The responses were identical: awkwardness, yet a stumbling, start-

and-stop attempt by Christian brothers
and sisters to engage. The catalyst was
a little different: I was an obvious stranger in a culture in which people inferred
from my skin color that I was a Christian missionary, whereas in suburbia I
am just a guy who looks like everyone
else. The catalyst had more to do with
forces outside myself and far too little
to do with my own intentionality. Sure,
I made an intentional decision to get on
a British Air flight and move to Africa,
but after that, I just had to “roll with it”
as ministry came to me.
I don’t mean to minimise the challenges of missionary life. Snakes, huge
spiders, malaria, death threats, loneliness,
and separation from stateside family are
very real, and missionaries need prayer.
But just like my own differences from
my Ugandan brothers and sisters, these
are “window dressing” issues. The reality
is that all those you encounter are the
children of the first Adam, have the
law written on their hearts, are in rebellion, and need to be united to the
second Adam. Reality is that every man,
woman, boy, and girl is either a sinner
saved by grace or a sinner who needs
to be saved by grace.
The central lesson that needs to be
learned – by me and by my brothers and
sisters, both Ugandan and American – is
that we are all strangers and aliens. My
life in suburbia needs to be framed by
an intentional alienness in a way that my
life in Uganda was unintentionally alien.
Our view of the church and fellow humanity needs to be “dumbed down”
with the same broad brush strokes that
we often apply to people in the developing world. We must see ourselves as
sinners saved by grace and reach out to
those who need to be saved by grace.
It is uncomfortable and sometimes
dangerous – whether here or in Africa.
It’s a glorious privilege, both here and
in Africa.
I wouldn’t trade my experience in
Uganda for anything – it was one of
the most enriching journeys of my life.
I wouldn’t trade my experience here
in suburbia for anything, either – it is
one of the most enjoyable challenges I
have ever undertaken. I pray that all of
us will be powerful witnesses for Jesus
and joyfully seek our opportunities in
Judea and Samaria as faithfully as we
seek our opportunities in the uttermost
parts of the world.
The author is the pastor of Sterling
OPC in Sterling, Va.
First appeared in New Horizons,
August-September 2013.

