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“Let them give glory to the

LORD and proclaim his

praise in the islands”.

Isaiah 42:12
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In the newspapers and television reporting we hear a lot about those who
call themselves martyrs for the Muslim faith. Their martyrdom invariably
involves causing much damage and injury and death to others, aside from
their own deaths.
What we don’t get to read or see in the secular western media are the
deaths of Christians in these countries. And when there are Christians who
die for the faith in a newsworthy situation, it is soon placed under some
other heading.
Take, for example, the news that a second male Korean hostage from
a group kidnapped by Taliban forces in north-western Pakistan has been
murdered as some kind of perverse warning because their demands weren’t
being met. What you don’t read about is that this group of Koreans was
actually sent out by a Presbyterian church to assist in medical relief in the
area. They have gone there to give of themselves sacrificially in the service
of their Saviour and Lord. And indeed two so far have done that in the most
definitive way.
Let’s be clear: those who die in the cause of a religion of man have this
world’s reward. Forget the 70 virgins their leaders tell them are waiting for
them – it is actually hellfire and eternal damnation they get. But for those
who die in the cause of Christ, there is eternal bliss in His presence.
There may be much weeping for the Christians who die. But there must
also be weeping for those who mistreat and murder them. Perhaps through
the humbleness of those believers they may touched in the innermost place.
We pray for that. And we pray for the other believers still held hostage, as
we pray for the thousands of thousands of Christians under the oppression
of Islam, that the true God will be their comfort and strength.
Those saints join the martyrs of those who have gone before. Those are
the ones we particularly remember at the end of October with Reformation
Day. We thank the Lord for those who have gone before. And we pray that
we will be willing to pay the price also.

I saw that the woman was drunk
with the blood of the saints,
the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus.
Revelation 17:6
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The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of the
Reformed Churches of NZ unless they expound the Biblical system of doctrine contained in
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John Calvin
The Reformed Church?!
John Haverland
You may be in conversation with another
person. As you are talking you tell them you
are a Christian. In response they will probably ask, ‘What church do you go to?’ You
say, ‘The Reformed church.’ They respond
with a blank and puzzled look and ask.
‘What’s that?!’ You explain that it comes
from the time of the Reformation in the
sixteenth century when Martin Luther initiated a break away from the Roman Catholic
church. You mention Luther because you
hope (sometimes in vain!) they may have
heard of him. (Sometimes they assume you
mean Martin Luther King and you have to
correct them!)
It is true that the Reformation began
with Martin Luther? On the 31st of October 1517 he attached his 95 Theses to
the church door in Wittenberg. He was a
professor of the Bible in the University of
that town and he raised objections to the
sale of indulgences. God used him to light
a fire of reform that would spread rapidly
throughout Europe. In the providence of God
Luther was the right man at the right time
— a man of action, suited by temperament
and character to lead the charge of the
Reformation.
God also raised up other men to follow
hard behind. They added their speech and
writing in support of this movement. One
of these men was John Calvin. He was 25
years younger than Luther and was only
8 years old when the Reformation began.
He was a second-generation reformer. He
built on the foundation laid by Luther and
Zwingli. ‘They cut the stones in the quarries,
he polished them in the workshop. They
produced the new ideas, he constructed
them into a system.’1 Luther planted, Calvin
watered, God gave the increase.
Calvin’s life was less dramatic
than Luther’s but he left the church in
better condition. He was a thinker and
organiser with a strong intellect and a
consistent character. Even today, through
his writings, he continues to exert a strong
influence on Protestant churches.2
His early years
Calvin was born on July 10th 1509 in Nyon,
France.3 He died on 27th May 1564, and
so lived for 54 years. Unlike Luther who

was born in a peasant family, Calvin was
born into an upper class family in French
society. His father was a highly esteemed
notary, was a solicitor to the bishop, and
the financial administrator to the Noyon
clergy. Through Calvin’s upbringing and the
social connections of his family he gained
the manners, knowledge and bearing that
enabled him to move in high society and
feel at home there with kings, queens
and princes.
He was the middle of three surviving
sons of his parents. His father planned that
he should be a priest. In 1521 at the age

of 12 he was sent to the University of Paris,
the most famous educational institution
in Europe. There he studied Latin grammar for one year under Mathurin Cordier,
the best Latinist in France, then entered
the arts program and in 1526 gained the
equivalent of our MA degree. He was only
16 or 17 years old: the university would
have had to make an exception for him
as the regulations required a person to
be at least 21.
His father then changed his mind and
wanted his son to become a lawyer, so
Calvin transferred to the University of Orleans to study law. Within a year he had
proved so capable that he was employed
to teach the classes when the professors
were away sick! He gained a Doctorate in
Law in 1532 around the age of 23.
He was ‘a brilliant young scholar, pos

sessed of one of the most thoroughly
trained legal minds of his time, taught
by the best authorities in all Europe….’4
God used all this learning to prepare him
for the outstanding contribution he would
make to the Reformation.
His Conversion
Calvin was converted in the latter half of
1532. Many in Europe were discussing and
debating the teachings of Luther who, by
this time, had been writing for 15 years.
During his study of law Calvin studied Greek
with Melchior Wolmar, who was sympathetic
to Lutheran theology and who supplied
Calvin with some of Luther’s books. He
was also influenced by his cousin Pierre
Robert Olivetan. (His last name was a
nickname meaning ‘midnight oil,’ given by
his friends because of his late night study
habits!) Pierre was a Lutheran and between
1532-35 translated the Bible into French.
Reymond writes that he ‘may well have been
the primary human instrument used by God
in bringing about his conversion.’5
Calvin himself said very little about his
conversion. (Maybe our Reformed reticence
about testimonies stems from him!) He
wrote that while he was busy with his
study of law ‘God, by the secret guidance
of his providence, at length gave a different
direction to my course…God by a sudden
conversion subdued and brought my mind
to a teachable frame…Having thus received
some taste and knowledge of true godliness, I was immediately inflamed with so
intense a desire to make progress therein,
that although I did not altogether leave
off other studies, I yet pursued them with
less ardour.’6
On the run
Immediately he threw in his lot with the
Reformation Cause. He joined the secret
meetings of the French Protestants and,
although new in the Protestant faith, was
often called on to teach them the Bible.
‘Without any intention or effort on his part,
Calvin became the head of the evangelical
party in less than a year after his conversion. Seekers of the truth came to him
from all directions…Every quiet retreat was
turned into a school.’7
In 1533 he had to flee from Paris.
Tradition has it that he went out through
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a back window and left Paris dressed as a
vinedresser with a hoe over his shoulder.
The police entered his rooms, searched
them, and seized all his books and papers.
The outbreak of persecution in France in
October 1534 prompted him to leave his
country.
Calvin in Geneva
After leaving France he began a journey to
Basel or Strassburg, where he intended to
settle down for the quiet life of a scholar
and author. On the way he passed through
Geneva and intended to stop only for the
night. The Lord, however, had other plans.
Calvin arrived in Geneva in July 1536,
only two months after the Reformation
had been publicly introduced. One of the
main leaders of the Reformation in Geneva
was a missionary and fearless evangelist
named William Farel. He was enthusiastic
and had a great zeal for the gospel, but
was no organiser. When he heard that
Calvin was in town he saw him as the
man who could complete the Reformation
in Geneva. He went to visit him and asked
him to stay and help. Calvin protested
saying that he was young, inexperienced
and timid and so was not suited for such
a public role; furthermore he needed time
for further study. Farel refused to accept
these excuses and threatened him with
these famous words; ‘I declare to you
in the name of the Almighty God — to
you who only put forth your studies as a
pretence — that if you will not help us
to carry on this work of God, the curse
of God will rest upon you, for you will
be seeking your own honour rather than
that of Christ.’ Calvin was terrified and
shaken by Farel’s speech and felt ‘as
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if God from on high had stretched out
his hand.’ As a result he accepted the
call to be the pastor and teacher of the
evangelical church in the city. This was
not his preference (he wanted to be a
scholar and author); he accepted this as
God’s call and his duty.
Farel was twenty years Calvin’s senior,
but he recognized Calvin’s superior intellectual ability and, with a rare humility, allowed Calvin to take the lead in theological
matters. He had begun the Reformation
but Calvin took it further; he decreased so
Calvin could increase. For his part Calvin
always treated Farel with kindness, respect
and gratitude. There was not a shadow of
envy or jealousy between them — a good
lesson for us in our relations with each
other in our churches.
Expelled from Geneva (1538)
The Reformation was very new in Geneva.
Many did not agree with the new doctrines,
including some of the most influential people in the republic. The council passed laws
they could not enforce and this weakened
their authority. Two groups, the Patriots and
the Libertines, had welcomed the Reformation because they wanted political independence from Savoy and the bishop, but they
did not want to submit to the doctrines or
commands of the reformers. Farel, in his
zeal, had abolished baptismal fonts and
the use of unleavened bread in the Lord’s
Supper, as well as all holidays except
Sunday. Despite opposition he refused to
budge on these matters. Hostility to the
preachers grew and those who resisted
these changes organised themselves into
political parties. All this prompted conflict
between the city council and the preach-

Calvin’s Commentaries

Calvin wrote a commentary on every book of the Bible except Revelation. You will
find a set of these on the shelves of most ministers of the Reformed Churches
and they are still highly regarded and widely used. F.W. Farrar regarded Calvin
as ‘one of the greatest interpreters of Scripture who ever lived.’ His commentaries as more profound than those of Zwingli and more thorough than those
of Luther. They demonstrate a detailed and comprehensive knowledge of the
Bible, a good knowledge of the biblical languages, a familiarity with the church
fathers, a thorough knowledge of the human heart, and a glowing sense of the
grandeur of God. In keeping with the principles of the Reformation, he believed
interpretation should follow the spirit and intent of the biblical author and seek
the natural and obvious meaning of the text. His theology was biblical, clear
and sound. He expounded the word of God from his teaching chair and from the
pulpit;and so his writing is understandable, simple and practical. He followed the
text closely, did not evade difficulties, nor did he waste words. (Schaff pages
137, 247-252.)



ers and in April 1538 the council of 200
deposed Farel and Calvin and ordered them
to leave the city within three days. Calvin
left and went to Strassburg and was warmly
welcomed there by Martin Bucer.
Calvin called back (1541)
After the reformers left, life in the city
declined. The churches had lost their
best preachers and pastoral care was
neglected. All the old sins re-appeared in
the town, there were riots in the streets,
the government could not maintain order,
and education went backwards. Those
sympathetic to the Reformers continued
their support of the Reformation cause
and kept up correspondence with Calvin
and the others. By 1539 Calvin’s friends,
the Council and the people were convinced
that they needed to have him back to save
the city from anarchy.
Calvin was very happy in Strassburg.
But letters arrived from Geneva requesting
that he return. These were supported by a
number of personal delegates who came to
press him to come back. He was reluctant
to do so because he knew the great difficulties in the city and did not feel up to the
task. Yet eventually, prompted by a sense
of duty, he agreed to return. He was only
32 years old. ‘I did this with sadness, tears
and great anxiety and distress of mind…’
He wrote to Farel; ‘When I remember that
in this matter I am not my own master, I
present my heart as a sacrifice and offer
it up to the Lord.’8
Calvin in Geneva
After Calvin’s return in 1541 he showed
Christian forbearance to his former enemies
and patience with the weakness of his colleagues. He pursued a wise and conciliatory
course of action. Together with the other
pastors he began to reorganise the church,
introduced an order of worship and wrote
up a church order. He sought to introduce
a system of church discipline, although
this was fiercely opposed by his enemies.
Sometimes his life was threatened. Yet he
persevered with reform for ten years, from
1545 to 1555, and the city changed and
prospered, spiritually and morally.
Geneva became a place where the
churches were filled, the Scriptures were
preached daily, family worship was the rule,
prayers and psalm singing was frequent.
The entire city gave the appearance of a
community of sincere and earnest Christians who practiced what they believed.
John Knox, the Scottish reformer, described
it as ‘the most perfect school of Christ
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William Farel

that ever was in the earth since the days
of the apostles.’
Along with this came material prosperity. Cleanliness was promoted. Magistrates
prevented the sale of unhealthy food in the
markets. Hospital and poor houses were
set up. The Council promoted industries,
especially in cloth and silk.
Through all these years Calvin preached,
taught, settled controversies, mediated in
conflicts, instructed the youth, gave advice
in secular affairs, established an academy,
wrote commentaries, and revised his Institutes. His collected works fill 71 large
volumes. He was a busy man!
In addition, he corresponded extensively
with many in Europe including theologians
and political leaders. 4271 letters have
been preserved and are collected in ten
volumes. Many cover theological subjects.
Others gave advice as a pastor to those
who are suffering. In some he poured out
his heart to his friends. Letters to leaders in Europe dealt with difficult political
issues.
Yet Calvin was not only a scholar and
a writer; he was also a kind and diligent
pastor who gave conscientious and attentive care to the poor, the widows and the
sick. Calvin and Geneva also showed great
hospitality to strangers. In 1543 the city
numbered about 13,000. In the next seven
years it grew by 1000 people a year, most
of whom were Protestants fleeing persecution in their own countries — France, Italy,
England, Spain and Holland. Calvin treated
them with great hospitality and eventually
saw that they were granted the rights of
citizenship.
Calvin’s Character
In his character, Calvin had great integrity.

An unbelieving historian of France called
him ‘the most Christian man’ of his age. He
was free from the love of money or fame,
but was rather driven by a strong sense of
duty. In his studies he was conscientious
and studious. Schaff wrote, ‘He had an
amazing power for work notwithstanding
his feeble health…He allowed himself very
little sleep, and for at least ten years he
took but one meal a day, alleging his bad
digestion. No wonder that he undermined
his health, and suffered headache, ague,
dyspepsia, and other bodily infirmities which
terminated in a premature death.’9
He enjoyed a loving and happy marriage
with Idelette de Bure, a widow with several
children, although they were only married for
nine years before she died. His letters to
others upon her death showed how much
he loved her and missed her.
Calvin worked closely with other pastors
in Geneva, particularly with Farel and Viret:
‘it was a most pleasing spectacle to see
and hear those three distinguished men carrying on the work of God so harmoniously,
with such a variety of gifts.’10 Calvin also
enjoyed very close friendships with other
reformers, especially Melanchthon, Farel,
Beza and Bullinger. All laboured towards
the same goal – the reformation of the
Church and the glory of God.

After his death Beza, his pupil and friend,
described how ‘the Republic had lost its wisest citizen, the Church its faithful shepherd,
the Acadamy an incomparable teacher.’ On
the third centennial of the Reformation in
Geneva, in 1853, a memorial medal was
produced with Calvin’s likeness on one
side and his pulpit on the other, with the
circular inscription: ‘Broken in body; Mighty
in spirit; Victor by faith; the Reformer of
the church; the Pastor and Protector of
Geneva.’11
(Endnotes)
1 Phillip Schaff, History of the Christian Church,
Vol 8, p. 117.
2  See the accompanying article on Calvin’s Institutes.
3 This means we are less than two years away
from the 500th anniversary of his birth. Some
denominations and organizations are already
making plans for the celebration of this important
anniversary.
4 Robert L Reymond, John Calvin: His life and Influence, p. 35
5 ibid., p. 30.
6 Calvin’s Commentaries, Vol 4, Preface to the
Psalms, p. xl
7 Schaff, p. 149
8 Schaff, p. 207
9 Scahff, p. 213
10 Schaff, p. 214
11 Schaff, p. 371-2

The Institutes of the
Christian Religion
Most ministers in the Reformed Churches
of New Zealand, and a number of the
members, will have a copy of this book
on their shelves, usually bound in two
volumes. This is Calvin’s most well known
and most influential work.
It is a classic work in the history of
theology and has given Calvin ‘the double
title of the Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas
of the Reformed Church.’1 B.B.Warfield
claimed that it lay ‘at the foundation of the
whole development of Protestant theology.’
William Cunningham, a 19th century Scottish theologian, stated that it is difficult to
overrate the value and importance of this
work, and Albrecht Ritschl described it as
‘the masterpiece of Protestant theology’.2
Calvin wrote the first edition of this
book during a time of terrible persecution
of Protestants by Roman Catholics in his


homeland of France. This violence prompted
him to write an explanation of the Reformed
faith to defend the doctrines and lives of
the French Protestants, known as Huguenots. He dedicated it to the King of France,
Francis I, and introduced the book with an
opening address to the king.
This first edition was written when Calvin
was only 26 years of age. In later years
he revised and expanded it a number of
times. The last edition, of 1559, was written
when he was 50. It was four to five times
larger than the first but was the same in
doctrine and substance.
The book begins with a famous line:
‘Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is
to say, true and sound wisdom, consists
of two parts: the knowledge of God and
of ourselves.’
When this work appeared the other
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Reformers welcomed it as a clear, strong,
and convincing statement of biblical truth.
It established Calvin as one of the leading
literary defenders of the Reformed faith.
The Roman Catholics also saw it as a book
of great significance and ordered copies
to be burned!
Every page shows a strong devotion to
God’s Word. Calvin did not merely quote
the Bible in a mechanical way as a body
of proof texts; rather he saw the Scriptures
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from which retreat will not be easy.’3
The Institutes is a logical explanation of
biblical doctrine, but through it all Calvin
placed reason and tradition under the
supreme authority of Scripture. He did,
however, make extensive use of the church
fathers, especially Augustine, as witnesses
to the truth. Calvin quoted Augustine more
than any other church father and followed
him in his explanation of the doctrine of
man (anthropology) and in the doctrine of

The 1559 edition is divided into four books.
It followed the order of the Apostle’s Creed:
Book 1: The knowledge of God the Creator
Book 2: The knowledge of God the Redeemer
Book 3: The Holy Spirit and the application of redemption
Book 4: The means of grace – church and sacraments
as an organic whole and wove biblical passages into his system of thought.
One of his strengths was that he knew
where to stop; he did not go beyond
Scripture in his statement of doctrine. In
his commentar y on Romans he explained
his approach to some of the difficult
passages of the Bible when he wrote,
‘God deters us from the curiosity of our
investigation. Let us then learn not to
make enquiries concerning the Lord, except so far as he has revealed them by
Scripture. Other wise we enter a labyrinth

salvation (soteriology).
The book combined theology and ethics
— what we believe and how we should
live. It is earnest and consistent, fresh
and original.
B.B. Warfield pointed out the strategic
significance of the Institutes for the time of
the Reformation in that it ‘was the first serious attempt to cast into systematic form
that body of truth to which the Reformed
Churches adhered as taught in the Holy
Scriptures; and as such it met a crisis
and created an epoch in the history of the

churches. In the immense upheaval of the
Reformation movement, the foundations
of the faith seemed to be broken up, and
the most important questions set adrift;
extravagances of all sorts sprang up on
every side; and we can scarcely wonder
that a feeling of uneasiness was abroad,
and men were asking with some concern
for some firm standing ground for their
feet. It was Calvin’s ‘Institutes’ which,
with its calm, clear, positive expositions
of the evangelical faith …gave stability to
wavering minds, and confidence to sinking
hearts.’4
Today this book is still a classic statement of biblical reformed doctrine; a book
worth purchasing, perusing, pondering and
practicing.
Calvin’s Institutes can be downloaded for
free at: http://www.fpcr.org/catalog/
software.htm#1.
The Rev. John Haverland is the minister
of the Word and the Sacraments at the
Reformed Church of Pukekohe, south of
Auckland.
(Endnotes)
1 Phillip Schaff, The History of the Christian Church,
Vol. 8, p. 156.
2  Robert Reymond, John Calvin: His Life and Influence, p. 15, 18.
3 Calvin, Commentary on Romans and Thessalonians
(Rom 11:33), Vol 8, p. 259.
4 Quoted by Robert Reymond, p. 15.

World in focus
The accuracy of the Old
Testament

As the following news item shows, Jeremiah
39 has now become a very significant chapter
in the confirmation of the accuracy of the
Old Testament. It confirms a small detail
– and the implication is that if the small,
insignificant details are confirmed, then the
more significant details are correct.
We believe the accuracy of the Old Testament on a far greater authority than that of
archaeological and historical discoveries. We
believe it because the Lord Jesus teaches us
that it is the Word of God written. Because
of this, we believe that every detail will
finally be demonstrated to be true. As this
process of confirmation goes on, it’s exciting
to notice the examples that come to light.
Such is the recent discovery in Britain, and
reported in the Telegraph on the 10th July,

2007…’The sound of unbridled joy seldom
breaks the quiet of the British Museum’s great
Arched Room, which holds its collection of
130,000 Assyrian cuneiform tablets, dating
back 5,000 years.
But Michael Jursa, a visiting professor from
Vienna, let out such a cry last Thursday. He
had made what has been called the most
important find in Biblical archaeology for 100
years, a discovery that supports the view that
the historical books of the Old Testament are
based on fact.
Searching for Babylonian financial accounts
among the tablets, Prof Jursa suddenly came
across a name he half remembered — Nabusharrussu-ukin, described there in a hand
2,500 years old, as ‘the chief eunuch’ of
Nebuchadnezzar II, king of Babylon.
Prof Jursa, an Assyriologist, checked the
Old Testament and there in chapter 39 of



the Book of Jeremiah, he found, spelled differently, the same name — Nebo-Sarsekim.
Nebo-Sarsekim, according to Jeremiah, was
Nebuchadnezzar II’s ‘chief officer’ and was
with him at the siege of Jerusalem in 587
BC, when the Babylonians overran the city.
The small tablet, the size of ‘a packet of
10 cigarettes’ according to Irving Finkel, a
British Museum expert, is a bill of receipt
acknowledging Nabu-sharrussu-ukin’s payment
of 0.75 kg of gold to a temple in Babylon.
The tablet is dated to the 10th year of the
reign of Nebuchadnezzar II, 595BC, 12 years
before the siege of Jerusalem.
Evidence from non-Biblical sources of
people named in the Bible is not unknown,
but Nabu-sharrussu-ukin would have been
a relatively insignificant figure. ‘This is a
fantastic discovery, a world-class find,’ Dr
Finkel said yesterday. ‘If Nebo-Sarsekim existed, which other lesser figures in the Old
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Testament existed? A throwaway detail in the
Old Testament turns out to be accurate and
true. I think that it means that the whole of
the narrative [of Jeremiah] takes on a new
kind of power.’
Cuneiform is the oldest known form of
writing and was commonly used in the Middle
East between 3,200 BC and the second
century AD. It was created by pressing a
wedge-shaped instrument, usually a cut reed,
into moist clay. The full translation of the
tablet reads:
‘[Regarding] 1.5 minas [0.75 kg] of gold, the
property of Nabu-sharrussu-ukin, the chief
eunuch, which he sent via Arad-Banitu the eunuch to [the temple] Esangila: Arad-Banitu has
delivered [it] to Esangila. In the presence of
Bel-usat, son of Alpaya, the royal bodyguard,
[and of] Nadin, son of Marduk-zer-ibni. Month
XI, day 18, year 10 [of] Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon.’
- Nigel Reynolds, The Telegraph (UK) - 10/07/2007
(Taken from The Presbyterian Banner)

Patriarch Teoctist departs

More than 5000 people attended the funeral
of the spiritual head of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Teoctist, who died at
the age of 92.
He was laid to rest after a funeral on
3 August at which tribute was paid to the
ecumenical leader, though with suspicions
also lingering about his past contacts with
Communist authorities. The Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomeos I of Constantinople, who
is viewed by many as the spiritual leader of
the world’s 200 million Orthodox Christians,
conducted the funeral of Teoctist.
The Romanian Patriarch died on 30
July after a heart attack following prostate
surgery.
Teoctist is the fifth patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church, which has been
‘autocephalous’ (nationally independent)
since 1885. The church does not recognise
a head outside Romania. Its dogma includes
automatic loyalty to the secular head of state,
no matter of what political orientation.
+ Ecumenical News International, PO Box 2100,
CH - 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland

‘He told me he escaped, and I had to contact his father immediately,’ she said. ‘We
arranged through a family friend to take him
out of the city.’
+ Compass Direct News, PO Box 27250, Santa
Ana CA 92799-7250

Lawsuit causes County
heartache

In response to a federal lawsuit filed by Liberty
Counsel, Orange County officials agreed to
not prohibit Shirley Snyder from distributing
religious literature in the public parks. Liberty
Counsel filed the lawsuit on 20 July, after
Snyder was stopped in Cypress Grove Park
from passing out tracts about Jesus and a
flyer announcing a church service.
A park official filed an affidavit in federal
court yesterday stating, ‘If Shirley Snyder
would like to distribute leaflets or other
printed matter within Orange County Parks,
she may do so within normal park hours of
operation without prior approval from Orange
County.’ The affidavit also showed that the
Orange County Board of County Commissioners amended the Orange County Parks and
Recreation Division’s Rules and Regulations
yesterday by removing the restrictions against
literature distribution in the public parks. The
former rules were unconstitutional because
they required prior approval of the literature
by the county.
The first hearing on the lawsuit is scheduled for 17 August before Judge John Antoon
II at the federal cour thouse in Orlando.
Although the County has agreed to allow
Snyder to distribute literature in the parks
in the future, the new policy does not undo
the damage caused by the County’s original

literature ban. An opportunity lost is an opportunity that can never be regained.
Anita Staver, President of Liberty Counsel, commented: ‘The First Amendment
guarantees that public parks and sidewalks
in America will remain free and open to expression. Orange County should have known
better than to ban religious literature from
our public parks. Government officials have
a responsibility to educate themselves about
constitutional rights, so they don’t have to
learn their civics lessons in court.’
+ Liberty Counsel, Post Office Box 540774, Orlando, FL 32854

1300 years and counting

St. Columba’s Church, opposite the famous
Nardini café in Largs, Scotland, enters a new
stage in its life this weekend this summer
when the Columba Experience is launched.
For over 1300 years the Church of St.
Columba has had a presence in Largs, though
it has only borne his name for the last 700 or
so. Tradition has it that St. Columba himself
founded the church. As far back as 711 AD,
only 114 years after St. Columba’s death in
597 AD, mention is made of a church here
in Largs.
In partnership with the Largs Historical
Society, visitors to the church will be able to
follow and audio trail round the town of Largs,
featuring the connections with Brisbane,
Australia, the historic Skelmorlie Aisle, and
the story of the part played by Largs during
the 1939/45 war.
There will also be an audio trail around
the church itself.
+ St. Columba’s Church, Gallowgate Street/Nelson
Street, Largs, Scotland

Teachers wanted
Wainuiomata Christian College and Silverstream Christian School are presently
seeking committed, flexible, and enthusiastic Reformed or Calvinistic Christians to
help teach Christian youth. Our aim is to develop a biblical world and life view in our
students as well as provide an academically sound education so as to equip students to
serve the Lord in this world.

+ Romanian Archdiocese in the Americas, 5410 N.
Newland Ave., Chicago, IL 60656-2026

We have the following vacancies for classroom teachers (full or part-time)
commencing in January 2008:

Escape from Muslim
kidnappers

Mathematics and Science: Years 7-11. Experience with Cambridge International
Examinations at AS or IGCSE will be considered an advantage. Based in
Wainuiomata.

A Christian boy kidnapped in November by
Muslims who intended to convert him to
Islam escaped last month and has returned
to his family home.
After four months in captivity, 13-year-old
Victor Udo Usen fled from his Muslim captors
on March 6 and ran to a shop run by his
mother in the Mabera area of Sokoto, capital
of the northern state of Sokoto. Esther Udo
Usen, Victor’s mother, told Compass that
she was in her shop when Victor came in.

Primary Teacher: Years 4-6 combined class. Based at Silverstream, Upper Hutt.
Interested people can obtain a Teacher Application form and/or more information by
contacting us at:
e-mail: admin@wellingtonchristianschools.org.nz
telephone: (04) 564 8552/ fax (04) 564 9305
Postal: PO Box 43-127, Wainuiomata 50148 New Zealand.
www.wellingtonchristianschools.org.nz
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Cancellation of CRCA Youth
Convention for 2008

The Youth Connection (RCYC) of the
Christian Reformed Churches of Australia has
informed the churches of the denomination of
the cancellation of the 2008 Youth Convention over the controversy surrounding Tony
Campolo as the keynote speaker.
+ Christian Reformed Churches of Australia Youth
Committee, www.crca.org.au

Kidnapped Christian forced to
marry Muslim

A Christian university professor in Gaza was
kidnapped, forced to marry a Muslim professor at the same university and now her family
is being told she wants no contact with them
unless they convert to Islam.
Sana al-Sayegh, head of the Science
and Technology Department at Gaza City’s
Palestine International University, disappeared
24 June, according to Palestinian Authority
officials and the woman’s family. Five days
later, she contacted her family to say she
was being held against her will so she could
be married to a Muslim man.
Officials of Gaza’s Hamas government
denied the charge, but her family says she

would never willingly convert to Islam, according to Mission Network News. A few
days after the phone call, they received a
copy of conversion documents signed by two
witnesses, one of which is the president of
the university. Requests from Sayegh’s family and Christian leaders for a meeting with
Hamas leaders were denied.
Returning to Christianity is a crime worthy of death in many Muslim societies. The
kidnapping, rape, ‘marriage’ and ‘conversion’
of Christian girls and women is a common
occurrence in some predominantly Muslim
countries.
+ Southern Baptist Convention, 901 Commerce St.,
Nashville, TN 37203 (615) 244-2355

Methodists will revisit
transgender clergy status

The United Methodist Church’s top judicial
authority will again be considering questions about sexuality including the case of
a pastor who switched gender from female
to male — when it tackles a full docket at
its fall meeting.
The Judicial Council, the top court for
The United Methodist Church, is scheduled
to meet 24-27 October in San Francisco.

CALLING ALL MEN

in the Wellington Presbytery
Come for a day of Christian
fellowship, and hear about
“Ministering to the Imprisoned”
through Crossroads Bible Institute,
prison workers and volunteers.
Prepare to be CHALLENGED!!

Ministering
TO THE

IMPRISONED
conference 4 men

Saturday
6 October
10am-3pm
Reformed
Church of
Wainuiomata

At this year’s Baltimore-Washington Annual
Conference in late May, Bishop John R.
Schol reappointed Drew Phoenix as pastor
of St. John’s United Methodist Church in
Baltimore. Phoenix, 48, had been minister
at St. John’s for five years as the Rev. Ann
Gordon. After surgery and hormone therapy
in the past year, the pastor changed gender
to male and adopted a new name.
Though the United Methodist Church bars
self-avowed practicing gay clergy from appointment and does not support gay unions, the
Book of Discipline says nothing about transgender clergy. In his ruling, Bishop Schol wrote
that ‘There are no paragraphs in the 2004
Book of Discipline that prevent transgender
clergy from serving in an appointment.’
+ United Methodist Church, 810 12th Avenue
South, Nashville, TN 37203

Muslim sues Egypt for the
right to convert to Christianity

A Muslim convert to Christianity filed suit
against Egypt last week for refusing to legally
recognise his change of religion, sparking a
reactionary lawsuit by Muslim clerics and
death threats against his lawyer. Mohammed
Ahmed Hegazy, 24, brought a case against
Egypt’s interior ministry on Thursday (August
2) for rejecting his application to replace
Islam with Christianity on his personal identification papers.
‘I think it is my natural right, to embrace
the religion I believe and not to have to
have a double personality for me as well
as for my wife and my expected baby,’ said
Hegazy, who converted to Christianity when
he was 16.
Though Egyptian law does not forbid
conversion from Islam to Christianity, it provides no legal means to make the change.
Converts to Christianity usually hide their
identity to avoid torture and forced recantation at the hands of family members and
security police.
Hegazy, whose wife Zeinab is four months
pregnant, said that he wants his child to
be born with Christian papers. The couple,
who were forced to hold an Islamic wedding
ceremony because of their legal status as
Muslims, know that a Christian ID card will
allow their child to take Christian religion
classes in school, marry in a church and
even openly attend services without fear of
harassment.
+ Compass Direct News, PO Box 27250, Santa
Ana CA 92799-7250

SPEAKERS:
Mr Jim van Rensburg
Principal Psychologist with the
Department of Corrections.
Mr Kim Workman
Executive Director of Prison
Fellowship New Zealand.


Ghana’s Presbyterians called
to do at home what they do in
the Diaspora

The Seventh General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana took place in August.
The Vice President Alhaji Aliu Mahama who
was the guest of honour called on church
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and state to partner and overcome challenges
such as poverty, malnutrition, the digital divide
and unemployment. ‘To succeed, we must be
mature to rise above things like gender, tribe,
religion or social status that appear to divide
us and rather pull forward as Ghanaians,’
he said. The VP urged Ghanaians to use
the country’s golden jubilee celebrations to
nurture the right attitudes that would facilitate
development.
‘At 50 years, we ought to claim that

we have finished wondering in the desert
of bad governance, corruption, indiscipline,
greed, pull-him-down syndrome, intolerance
and other such attitudes.’ Vice President
Mahama obser ved that Ghanaians excel
in the Diaspora but at home, fail to exert
the same influence on issues impeding the
development of the country. Then Mahama
called on Christians to encourage the attitudinal changes necessary to bring forth
a born-again Ghanaian, full of confidence,

trust, initiative, respect and discipline.
Ghanaian Diaspora congregations are thriving in Washington, Philadelphia, and New York.
Some observers place the number of selfsustaining Ghanaian Presbyterian churches
in America at more than 50.
+ Presbyteria Nyanyui Hame le Ghana [Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana] PO Box 18, Ho,
Ghana, Africa

A feminine focus

Education
– for
what?
Sally Davey
We spend a lot of our lives getting an
education, especially when we’re young.
Think of those years at home, learning to
eat, crawl, walk, and talk. The years at
primary school, learning to read, write and
do maths. The years of secondary school,
polytech, and university… It seems like it
will take forever (or it did, to me, when I
was 10 – I wrote an essay about it and
probably caused my teacher to think I was
a very odd girl). These years are a huge
investment of time, and money. Probably
you, and more especially your parents,
made big sacrifices for your education.
Maybe your Mum went out to work at some
part-time job she didn’t really enjoy, just to
bring in the extra income needed for you
to go to a Christian school. You yourself
may have put in hours after lectures, in
the weekends, maybe even late at night,
earning the money to pay for university
tuition fees. Wearily you plodded on, while
your non-uni friends enjoyed their leisure
– and went shopping! What was it all for?
Were you sure it was worthwhile? How do
you know?
A clear sense of purpose
We need a clear sense of purpose to keep
us going in any task in life that is difficult,

takes time or requires sacrifice to make it
happen. There’s no doubt about that! Easy,
pleasurable pursuits are what we fall back
into when we can’t be bothered with effort
or deferred gratification. If we’re starting
to wonder whether we’re just “doing time”
at school, the incentive to stay there gets
very hard to drum up. It’s at times like
this that it’s important to ask the sorts
of questions that explore the purposes of
education. We need to ask things like: What
is the desired result? What is my education supposed to equip me with? Turn me
into? If I can see the goals clearly, and
can agree with them, then I’m much more
able to do what it takes, and to invest the
time required, to achieve them.
But of course the answers to such questions depend very much on our philosophy
of life. If we believe that living is for
pleasure and happiness, then we’ll seldom
bother with extended hard effort, unless
someone can convince us that the effort
will in the end produce greater pleasure.
(And it’s not easy to convince hedonists
of this!) If we believe that life is all about
wealth, success and power, then a stronger
case can be made for education: certain
qualifications will bring us these. But for
the Christian woman, life has quite different meaning and purpose; and we are all
aware of this. We need to ask ourselves
what difference this meaning and purpose
make to the way we are educated – and
to the way we approach our education.
These may be some questions you have
never really asked yourself before!
The world’s view of education
But first, and in order to set our questions
in perspective, it will be useful to devote
a little time to exploring the world’s view
of what education is for. In the early and


middle years of the twentieth centur y
people in the western world had generally
discarded the biblical view of man’s sinfulness, and believed instead that human
beings were basically good. The movement
toward democracy in the nineteenth century
had freed many European peoples from
oppression; and in this new environment
intelligent men and women could apply
technology to solving any problems that
remained. It is no surprise, then, to find
that according to this view of the world,
education was vitally important. (Education
was an obvious way to solve practical,
tangible problems). Theorists such as
John Dewey (1859-1952) advocated a new
education designed for the ordinary boy
and girl, to fit him and her for life as a
useful adult. Away with the obsolete classics and ancient languages, in with home
science, typing and bookkeeping! Away
with an education which provided only the
privileged upper classes with what Dewey
viewed as useless knowledge; and in with
those subjects that related to the ordinary
workaday experiences of ordinary people.
Over the past sixty or seventy years these
ideas have been the driver of an education
for the masses. An education designed to
provide students with practical skills for life
in this world. Please don’t misunderstand
me, practical skills are a good thing. (My
dear father taught me – or tried to teach
me – many). But if they become the goal
of education, we have made the things
of this world the focus of our attention.
Practical skills on their own do not solve
the problems of the heart; and they do
not prepare us for eternity.
A different thinking nowadays
These days a different thinking reigns.
Educationists are now keen to solve social
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problems and create a new, tolerant utopia.
Over the past few decades we have seen
a shift in thinking: it is as if the idea that
diversity, of choice, of everybody being able
to create their own values, has become a
new, unquestioned truth. This has become
such a powerful idea that it determines
the way almost every subject is taught at
school. In fact, when I hear about what is
taught in various curricula and the way it is
taught, I begin to wonder whether individual
subjects have simply become vehicles for
the transmission of this one great idea.
We all know how powerful this idea is: we
recognize it as “political correctness”; and
for many of us, it is the reason we choose
to send our children to Christian schools.
It is powerful, and most of us realize it
is dangerous. Its goal is to transform all
of us and our children into people who do
“right” in the eyes of anyone but the God
who created us. It is an alternative to the
gospel, and those who believe it demand
that we deny Christ’s one.
The pragmatic thinking
On the everyday level that most young

people and their parents operate, there is
another approach to life at work. This one
has been around a very long time; probably
as long as there has been human society.
It urges that life is about doing well and
achieving certain tangible successes: good
grades at school and university; a good job
in a field that the world rewards; plenty
of money (and all the good things that
go with that); and status. Education has
always been sensitive to these aspirations
on the part of both students and parents;
and it is true that the best schools in
the world (academically speaking) have
been most successful at meeting them.
Of course, many of these schools have
also provided other important things, like
teaching students critical thinking – and
even some values consistent with the
Christian faith. But the problem with this
approach to life and the educational goals
it pursues is that it engenders an ugly
selfishness and a strong instinct for what
will please others and thus get me what
I want. This is not the path of those who
seek to deny themselves and take up the
cross, daily.

Subscriptions to the IN TOUCH magazine
are available. This is an opportunity
for those interested who do not have
access to or have joined a Cadet and
Calvinette Club (Cadets and Calvinettes
will continue to be
supplied through their
clubs). The costs is
$15 per year for four
issues.
This is a Reformed
Churches of New
Zealand children’s
magazine
especially written
for 8 - 15 year olds.
It is filled with stories, photographs,
puzzles, Bibles studies, Cadet &
Calvinette Club news, competitions,
poetry, crafts, cooking and Camp News.
If you would like to receive IN TOUCH
please forward your $NZ15 (or $AU15),
with your details, to the National Board
Secretary N.Z.C.C.C. & C.,
4 Phoenix Lane, Papanui, Christchurch.
(Make cheques out to N.Z.C.C.C. & C.)

Related to this approach, and to the kind
of education it seeks, is the instinct on
the part of many people (particularly those
whose goal is success in this world) to seek
out the kinds of interpersonal skills that will
enable them to deal with difficulties in the
social and workaday world. They want to
know how to handle employment disputes
with skill; how to sell more effectively; how
to cope with marriage or parenting crises,
and so on. Sadly, all they often want is
an “effective outcome” – one which ends
the tension, but which does not really get
at the root of the human problem. This
can be a rather shallow and manipulative
desire, but it is common and pervasive. It
has created a demand for all manner of
human relations courses and seminars, and
they are popular. Doing such courses may
teach you how to “manage” people and
problem situations, but they will not show
you how to be Christlike, and a servant,
in your relationships with others.
As a type of insurance
Finally, it is also a goal in our world for
people to become independent and selfsufficient. You have heard much of this
yourself, I am sure. Both men and women
talk about financial security, their ability to fend for themselves, to live alone,
to extricate themselves from marriages,
broken homes and serial relationships. In
large part, this is the inevitable result of
hurts, sometimes horrific emotional injuries
that scar people for life. It is natural that
men and women should want the ability to
rise above the pain of failures in personal
relationships. Education is often seen as a
way of insuring against these possibilities.
Not very many summers ago, my sister and
I were at a ram sale, and we were talking
with another farmer’s wife. Her daughter
was doing well at university, and she was
telling us how much she wanted her to get
a good degree. “You never know,” this lady
was saying, “she might get divorced and
need a good income and level of security.”
Jane and I looked at each other, somewhat
horrified to find that people’s thinking had
become so hopelessly cynical. It is a sad
fact that education has become a means
of ensuring self-sufficiency, as well as a
vehicle for teaching young people ways of
looking after themselves. Small wonder,
when one thinks of the number of children
at school today who have already seen so
much sadness in their lives.
God’s view of life
But we all know that God’s view of life in
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this world; and his goals for education, are
quite different. These days, the contrast
between his design for us, and what we
see daily around us could hardly be more
striking. When we Christians think of the
purpose of life, and the big questions that
life raises, we always think in terms of God
and what he has told us about these things.
We know that he made us, and that he has
rescued us from our sin, the cause of all
our difficulties in this life. He has saved
us to glorify him; to bear fruit for him in
this world. So when we start to think of
education, we think of it as a preparation
for this purpose God has for us. When Paul
was writing to Timothy towards the end of
his life he emphasized that Scripture is
what is needed to make the man of God
“competent, equipped for every good work.”
(2 Timothy 3:17). God’s Word is central to
the Christian’s education.
We know that we need to be taught,
from the Scriptures, by our parents, by
the church, and through the schooling our
parents choose for us. God has made it
clear that this is not only in formal classes,
but also in conversation with wise adults,
and by watching their examples as they live
out their lives in front of us (Deuteronomy
6:7-9). We can also see that education, for
the Christian, is both a matter of character
and of understanding. It is a matter of faith
and behaviour as well as of knowledge of
God’s Word and the world. Wise parents
will see to all these aspects of their children’s education; and we can be thankful
for many wise parents in our midst. But
the wisest of all know how much everything
depends on whether God is at work in their
children’s hearts. None of their efforts will
avail much if He is not; and it drives us,
humbly, to prayer for our young ones.
We know that we need to have a godly
character if we are to serve God in this life;
and we know that we need certain specific
skills if we are to do the work he has for
us. Some of these are what we might call
practical; others we might call knowledge,
or even well-honed gifts. Let us consider
these in light of the work that God puts
before us Christian women, young and old,
in the lives he has given us.
The way education truly helps
There are many callings a Christian woman
may pursue; and God alone knows what
he has in mind for each of us individually.
But for most of us, in the normal course
of events, marriage and motherhood will
be the primary, determining focus of our
work in God’s kingdom. And we know these

callings are a blessing; most of us look
forward to them. While we all know there
are difficulties attached to both marriage
and motherhood (we live in a sinful world),
there are great blessings that come along
with them. If it were not so, we would not
grieve when God withholds them from us,
even temporarily. It is in marriage and in
caring for a family that we experience the
sweetest moments of human love that God
gives us on this earth. We all thank him
for that. But of course, alongside romance,
there are duties. There are big responsibilities in being a wife and in being a mother,
and I think it is worth considering how we
can best prepare our girls, and how girls can
best prepare themselves, for these things.
How can education help? (It is worth asking, because some girls treat education as
something that gets in the way of romance,
engagement and marriage!)
For one thing, completing an education
– actually getting your qualification – means
that you’ve learned stickability. You’ve got
perseverance. You see things through; and
this will be a valuable lesson to pass on
to your children. You’re going to be far
more likely to insist that they, in turn, learn
the good habit of seeing tasks through to
completion. Your education, if it has been
a good one, will have given you many
good skills and will have sharpened your
powers of insight and analysis. Naturally,
if you’re an engineer you will be good at
fixing cars and tinkering with the wiring
and the plumbing in your house; but those
who’ve learned how to read, research and
write essays will also be a great help to
their husbands and children. There is no
better home tutor for Bible study than a
godly, literary lady who wants to see her
children become good students of the Word.
She will show them the big picture of the
Scriptures, help them read the different
kinds of literature they contain, and show
them how to interpret and apply God’s Word
to every area of their lives. She will help
them think through all their school subjects
biblically, and model Christian thinking for
them in the stimulating discussions she
has with them – day by day, week by week
and year by year. Have you ever wondered
why some families seem to thrive, both
spiritually and academically? Take a look
at their mother, and consider how she has
used her education.
Specific roles
Secondly, there is life in the church.
There are many important tasks women
are needed for in the church; and if we
11

think carefully, it is not hard to see that
well-used educational opportunities will
enhance the contribution a wise Christian
woman will be able to make to the life
of her church. Most likely she will be a
good encourager of younger women: not
just her own daughters, but also other
young women, perhaps university students
or others living away from home. She’s
frequently the type of woman who asks
herself: what new task could I be learning?
What ministry could I use my skills for, or
apply my gifts to? She is usually willing to
give things a go, because she learned to
master new subjects at school or university
or polytech. Often, she’s well-organized and
disciplined – quite possibly a good teacher.
Or she may lead in a work of service, with
a clear understanding of its biblical purpose
and an ability to inspire others with the
same enthusiasm for the value of the task.
Almost always, she’s a teachable woman
with a desire to grow in Christ. She wants
to press on, to make progress in her walk
with God, and to become spiritually mature.
She will also want to help others along in
their faith, and develop the hunger that
she has for spiritual meat. She knows it
is good for her, good for them, and good
for the church of Christ.
Your place in the world
Thirdly, we are all called to kingdom work
in this world. That includes all of us, high
school students, full-time employees, professional women, mothers at home with
small children, retirees. God calls us all
to do something for the lost in the world
around us; to shine like stars in some
way, even small, so that the world is a
little lighter for our presence. What can
we do? How do we improve our efforts?
In our younger years, we are students,
and perhaps we have classmates who do
not know Christ. We can befriend them.
We also need to serve God through real,
earnest diligence in our studies. He may
have plans for service that require us to
have good qualifications, and be capable
of leading or instructing others, of taking
responsibility in paid employment, or in a
voluntary capacity. Perhaps marriage or
motherhood will not be your vocation, and
he wants to use you in the world of work.
Your education may be of great service to
others in the future. You will never be a
trusted senior nurse, doctor, lawyer or accountant if you do not lay the foundations
now by careful attention to your study. But
perhaps you will work in a field that is not
respected or considered influential by the
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CONFERENCE on
REFORMATION
THEOLOGY
As you may have heard, there is going to be another
Conference on Reformation Theology next month (October).
As in previous years, it will be held in Auckland, Wellington
and Christchurch. The topic this year is

WORSHIP
And the speaker (for all sessions) will be DR JOEY PIPA
of Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in South
Carolina. Dr Pipa has become a friend to many of us, and
we’ve all profited from his gifted expository preaching.

DATES:
Auckland
12/13 October 2007 – Reformed Church of Mangere

Christchurch
19/20 October 2007 – Reformed Church of Dovedale

Wellington
26/27 October 2007 – Reformed Church of Wainuiomata

Christians believe that true worship is
the highest and noblest activity of which
man, by the grace of God, is capable.
(John Stott)

Is this how you view worship? Perhaps… Certainly, those
committed to biblical truth about God’s holy character, his
hatred of sin and his sovereign command of all he has created
are more likely to approach worship with reverence and awe.
But we live in an age when there is bitter controversy over
worship; and we ourselves are not immune. There are wars
about music, arguments about style, a demand for informality
and inclusiveness so that everyone feels good. How are we to
deal with this strife, and find answers to our own questions?
The only way is to turn to the Scriptures and study the matter.
Careful attention to biblical truth is the way the Church has
always solved disputes such as this; and when the Church
has done so, God brings blessing out of the strife.
At the Conference there will be teaching from the Bible on
topics like: What should worship include? What should we
sing? How should we pray? Why do we have Bible readings?
And what about preaching, and the sacraments? There will
also be sessions in which Dr Pipa will answer your questions.
This helps reinforce what we’re learning and is a lot of fun.
Join us in October at the NEW ZEALAND CONFERENCE ON
REFORMATION THEOLOGY. Come and find answers to your
questions, gain a new appreciation for what we do when we
worship, and learn truth that you can share with others. Bring
your friends!
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world. There are some areas of study that
are important for the cause of the gospel,
but will never win you great respect in the
world. The employers of this world will not
reward you handsomely for degrees in some
subjects that may, on the other hand,
make you very useful in the church or in
some self-sacrificing service in the future.
A Christian missionary, or Christian history,
scripture or English teacher will probably
never earn a large salary or the respect
of society’s leaders, no matter how good
or how faithful she is. But remember, a
life of worldly success with the handsome
financial rewards that go with it, are not
necessarily the things that will earn you
the words “Well done, good and faithful
servant” in heaven.
Living this side of glory
There is one more possible outcome
that we need to prepare for. It is not the
calling that any of us would choose; but
it is one that seems more likely as the
decades pass, and as hostility to the
gospel increases. This is the possibility of
persecution for the church, and suffering
for individual Christians. Many of you who
are mothers and grandmothers tell me
you are afraid for the future of your loved
ones. Anti-discrimination laws, anti-smacking legislation, and the increasing boldness
of opponents of the gospel in high places
have you worried about the future of your
grandchildren. What will it be like for them
by the time they are trying to bring their
children up in the faith? What can we do
for them now? Well, there is a lot, really.
If we look at the history of Old Testament
Israel, we can see that there were always
a lot of warning signs being posted as
times got harder for them. Almost always,
they were sliding into sin, neglecting God’s
Word and succumbing increasingly to the
lure of the world around them. Those who
remained faithful in spite of these trends
were those who listened to the prophets,
who put effort into knowing the Law, and
who kept loyally worshipping at the temple,
attending to the means of grace in their
day and being instructed by the priests. It
is no different for us. We can best prepare
our young ones for the things to come by
making sure they are faithfully taught the
Scriptures, that they are shown how to obey
God, and to love him with all their hearts,
by your solid examples. They also need a
good education so that they understand
the world they are inheriting, where it has
come from, why it is going the way it is,
and where the trends are likely to lead in
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the future. This will equip them to make
righteous decisions and give wise counsel
to their children. They will need to be like
the men of Issachar, 200 chiefs and their
kinsmen, who joined David at Ziklag in 1
Chronicles 12. These warriors were commended as “men who had understanding
of the times, to know what Israel ought
to do.” Do we know our times? Have we
made use of the education available to us,
so that we are similarly equipped? Study
the times, and know what the church ought
to do. Remain faithful to God, instruct and
encourage your children, and God will be
faithful to you and to them.
So what is education for? To prepare us
to love and obey God, with all our hearts,
for all of our lives.

No mere bluff!
We visited land’s end:
the Bluff
“……been there
done that!”
Saw this
read that!
And on that plaque
above the ground
words so profound
left their sure mark:
“Mightier
than the thunders
of many waters,
Mightier
than the waves
of the sea,
The Lord on high
is mighty!”
(Psalm 93:4)

Focus on home

Andrew Reinders

tomorrow. Mrs. Gre Alberts who celebrates
her 85th birthday tomorrow.

Bishopdale
Pastoral. Rose Castle’s funeral was held
here on Tuesday. It was a great opportunity to get to meet many of her family,
and to share with them the hope that the
Gospel brings.
David Sterne died on Tuesday this week,
and the funeral was held here on Friday.
As with Rose, we can give thanks that he
has gone home to be with the Lord. Please
also remember the family in your prayers,
especially his wife Daphne.
Lord willing, Simon Bosma will profess his
faith on Sunday, 2 September.
Calling Committee. We now have a short
list of names that we are working through
at the moment from all over the world. One
from Australia, three from North America,
and one from South Africa. We are in the
process of finding out more about each
man.

Bucklands Beach
Wedding Anniversar y. With thanks and
praise to God we will be celebrating the
50th Wedding Anniversar y of Phil and
Elisabeth Brooks on Friday 10th August.
The family invite you all to share in this
occasion with an afternoon tea in the hall
on Saturday 11th August from 2.30pm
- 5.30pm.

It’s no mere bluff
it states enough
it stirs the soul
for, oh the whole
points to the truth
of that great fact:
Our Creator
is much greater
than all our troubles!

Andre Scheepers has started a Christian
fellowship at Somer ville school called
Nitrous Christian Fellowship. The group
started this past Friday at lunchtime. Please
will the church pray for this meeting. The
potential for the Lord to work among the
youth is huge. The School has 1000 pupils
and we look to the Lord doing a work in
the school and even extending it to the
parents at home

Wellington, October 1999

Christchurch

John Goris

Milestones to give thanks to our Lord for…
congratulations to the following: - Mrs. J
de Vries who celebrates her 85th birthday
13

Pastoral. In the latest Trowel and Sword
is an article by the Rev. Bob Hyatt who is
the pastor of Evergreen Community Church
in Portland, Oregon. He writes about the
Church as a community. Maybe you have
read the article; it will do no harm to read
it again. If you have not read it may be you
will understand that there is a desperately
needy world out there. I quote: The problem with Church today is that we rarely do
what Jesus did: ask people to look beyond
themselves and their “felt needs” to others
and their real needs. If your Christianity
calls you out of your individualism and
orients you toward others, then it is doing
what Jesus intended it to do… but if by
its methodology it actually confirms you in
your individualism; then my fear and my
suspicion is that it is less than fully Christian. I tell our people: We are not going to
meet your needs. Your needs will get met,
but by the people sitting beside you, not
standing in front of you. My job is to open
God’s word and tell you what I think God
seems to be saying through this book to
our community. I am your pastor, not your
cruise director. Your job is to figure out
what that look like and works out like in
everyday life. We are trying to develop an
organic model of community that develops
people, not programs, that does not create
dependency on a paid… professional clergy.
This is what I want you to hear. If you
consider yourself a follower of Christ you
need to know this. The Church is not here
for you. You are here for the Church, for
your community, and your community, the
Church is here for the world. Jesus did not
die to make you into a sanctified consumer.
He died to bring you alive to God in a
desperately needy world.
Joseph John Posthuma has followed the
family tradition by arriving in the weekend.
Congratulations to Raymond and Monique
on the birth of their son! We give thanks
for safety and health.

Dovedale
Womens Presbyterial: The Theme Is ALTOGETHER HEALTHY, 15th September, Nelson.
Ladies, hopefully by now you all have an
invitation to the Ladies Presbyterial. If you
haven’t an invitation please let me know.
I had a notice from Nelson ladies last
week with further details and I have put
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information about that on the notice board
in the foyer. The invitations need to be
back to me by 16th August, 2007. When
we know who is coming we will work out
the transport side. I am looking at accommodation options and will let you know in
due course. Sue van Garderen
Pastoral notes. The elders met on Wednesday evening. We discussed matters of
pastoral concern, counted blessings - like
so many of the congregation contributing
diligently to the life of the church here - and

Ruurdtje (Rudy)

Palmers
Peacefully taken to be with
her Lord on August 12
2007. Aged 77 years.

‘He has made
everything beautiful in
his time.’
Eccl. 3 v11.

Loved wife of the Late
Willem (Bill).
Loved mother and
mother-in-Law of;
Micheal;
Ian and Bianca, Liam,
Jacob, Ezra and Johanna;
Dorothea and Mark van der
Zwaag, Anthony, Danielle,
(the late Isaac); Jessica,
Samuel and Rebekah;
Vida and Hank Heersping,
Jordan, Helen , Josiah,
Alicia, Caleb, Reuben, Boaz
and Baby.
Our sincere appreciation
to all those who have
visited and comforted
Mum over the years.
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prayed. The elders are rejoicing that the
Lord has brought the Braunings here, and
continue to pray that the Lord will keep
instructing and feeding the flock through
Wayne’s ministry. In the next couple of
weeks Mr Brauning plans to begin teaching
the catechism class that Joshua Flinn has
been teaching. Joshua’s teacher training is
increasingly demanding for him.

Dunedin
Pastoral Notes. We rejoice with Peter Braam,
Dini and the family as Peter celebrates his
80th birthday today. Congratulations, may
the Lord continue to bless you and keep
you. A warm welcome to members of the
Braam family who are visiting today.
Correction. In last week’s bulletin the title
of the morning’s sermon was given as
“Just Desserts”. It should, in fact, have
been “Just Deserts”. Apologies for pudding
you wrong.

Foxton
Welcome Evening: A welcome evening for
Pieter, Annette and Caroleen will be held
on Sat 25th Aug. The evening will be a pot
luck dinner and held at the Masonic Hall
in Foxton. We plan to start the evening at
6pm and will be having a guest speaker.
More info to follow.
Fellowship news: Craig van Echten is to do
a summer vicariate in the Reformed Church
of Bishopdale at the end of this year.
Please remember Craig as he continues
his studies at Geelong.

Hamilton
Meditation – As I visit amongst members of
our congregation, I am struck by how many
covenant children there are who no longer
attend any church and who give little or no
evidence of Christian faith. Many of them
are pleasant people, successful in worldly
terms, yet they are far from the Lord – the
one issue that matters above all others!
Many of them are forgotten by most of us
– yet they remain a constant source of
grief and concern for their parent(s) and
family and, often a constant subject of their
prayers. But these folk have been a part of
the church family too and, in many cases,
we have pledged, when they were baptised,
to “receive them in love, help care for their
instruction in the faith, and encourage and
sustain them in the fellowship of believers”.
Please take the time to look through the
church directory at the names of those
we never see and to think of the names
of others that you know. Make these folk
a regular part of your prayers – mention
14

them by name and plead that God will yet
move in their hearts. And ask yourself “what
can I do?” Could you rebuild bridges with
those you know? Give them a call? Have
them over for a meal? Do something with
them? Invite them to a fellowship group or
to men’s breakfast? Offer them a ride to
church? May God give us a heart for these
prodigal children, may He open our eyes
to the opportunities we have and may He
hear our prayers on their behalf!

Hastings
From the Pastor. We rejoice with Marco and
Harmony de Boer in the birth of Kelsey
Trijntje de Boer last Tuesday. Both mother
and baby are doing well.
At our last full session meeting we had a
discussion about smoking on the church
property. On the one hand we do not
believe Scripture forbids smoking and so
as leaders in the church we must not go
beyond Scripture by introducing a man-made
law forbidding members from smoking. On
the other hand we have a responsibility to
maintain a good testimony in our society
where every public building and all school
grounds are “smoke free”. Furthermore,
and of greater importance, we want to
discourage folks from cultivating a habit
which so easily becomes an enslavement
that is both unhealthy and costly. For all
these reasons session felt it best that
not only the church building but all our
church grounds be “smoke free”. We ask
that you uphold both the letter and the
spirit of this decision for the sake of the
Gospel and the welfare of your brothers
and sisters in Christ.
Fiftieth wedding anniversary of Jaap & Netty
Saathof. It was with thanks to the Lord
that on the 3rd of August 2007 we could
celebrate the Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary
of Mum and Dad (Opa & Oma). Please
join with us after church this morning for
fellowship and a cuppa to mark this happy
occasion! – The extended Saathof family.
Next Sunday, 26 August, after the morning
service there will be a brief congregational
meeting to vote on calling Rev. Alan Douma
as a missionary to Papua New Guinea.
Please read the information sheet placed
in your letter box which explains this
meeting.
On Monday, 27 August, At 7:30 p.m. there
will be a special congregation meeting to
hear about the progress of the negotiations
for the purchase of the Algernon Road
property and to consider the offer of the

faith in focus

Volume 34/9, October 2007

Hastings Bible Church to purchase their
facilities on Howard Street. Please read
and consider carefully the information which
the negotiating team has prepared for your
consideration.
From the Pastor. Last Sunday evening
our sister, Rudy Palmers, passed away.
That way of speaking about the death of
a believer is not the whole story. Despite
the sadness that comes when one of our
loved ones dies, we can rejoice that Rudy
is with her Lord which is very much better
for her. For quite a number of years Rudy
has been eagerly awaiting the time the Lord
would take her. And now He has. Those
who were able to attend the funeral service
recalled Rudy’s faith and trust in the Lord

evidence by her regular prayer life. In this
she was an example for us all.

Hukanui
Profession of Faith: Session met with three
young people on Tuesday night, and after
a fruitful and encouraging discussion have
acceded to their request to publicly profess
their faith. Therefore, Marissa Theron,
Christian Vermeulen and Dianne Wisse
will profess their faith before God and
His people on Sunday morning the 9th
September.
“Putting out the fleece” is a popular saying in Christian circles. It is often used to
describe an attempt to find out God’s will:
to work out God’s direction for our lives:

to determine what God wants us to do or
where He wants us to be. Most of us would
like to be sure when it comes to the will
of God, and if He can give a special sign,
so much the better! And after all, isn’t that
what Gideon did? But is that what Gideon
was doing? It seems Gideon had a good
hard think about what lay ahead. All the
odds were stacked against him. His men
not used to war, had received no training,
and were grossly inferior in terms of number
and equipment. Was he really following
God’s call or just imagining it all? Even
the direct command, the miracle of the
offering, and the army gathered around him
was not enough. Gideon was not asking
God to tell him what to do: Gideon was

Auckland Presbytery Men’s Study Day, August 11th 2007
Mangere hosted us for our annual
training day and made full use of their
American Student Intern, Daniel Wilson.
Daniel spoke to us using J.C. Ryle’s
Thoughts for Young Men as the basis
for a clear and powerful challenge to our
young men — and those older also. It
was a much appreciated address which
was broken up into four parts — ‘Reasons for exhorting young men,’ ‘Dangers
that young men face,’ ‘General counsel
to young men,’ and ‘Special rules young
men should follow.’ (This talk can be
downloaded from the website of the
Reformed Church of Hamilton.)
It was followed up by discussion tying
in the older men and their experience
and responsibility in the afternoon,
which was led by Sjirk Bajema, the
minister at Mangere. Then we watched
a DVD outlining the philosophy behind
much of what Hollywood produces in
movies and television. This is the first
half of the first part of the series entitled, Pandora’s Box Office. (If you are
watching it, it is suggested you quickly
play through the first four to five minutes
as they are showing graphic examples of
what is in many Hollywood films.)
The Mangere ladies are to be warmly
thanked for keeping us physically well
provided for.
The book upon which Daniel’s address was based can be sent to you
as a Word file free upon request from
the editor.
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in effect asking God: do you really keep
your promises? Can we really trust God to
do as He says? It is about trusting in the
promises of God! Which begs the question:
How much assurance is enough? How many
hoops does God have to jump through before
you believe Him? When He says He loves
you, and then sends His only Son to die on
the cross for you, surely that is enough? Or
would you still like more proof?
Pastoral: Logan and Josie were blessed
this week with the birth of Isaiah Joab, a
healthy baby boy born on the 14th August.
What a wonderful God we have, who entrusts to us His covenant children! May He
also continue to bless Logan and Josie, as
they together with all of us exercise their
covenantal responsibilities in teaching their
children by prayer and example the ways
of the Lord.

Mangere
Pastoral. On Tuesday morning the Lord
blessed Daniel & Raewyn Wilson with a
baby boy – David Bingham Wilson. David
weighed in at 7 lbs 10 ½ oz. We thank
God for the safe keeping of mother and
child and pray for Daniel & Raewyn as they
bring David up in His Name.
The elders have decided that our Bible
studies will now have a break for a month
so that the Wednesday meeting would
commence on September 19th and the
Thursday on the 27th. This would allow for
the period I am on leave and also mean
we can get supplies of the study guide
on 2 Timothy. In the meantime we could
recommend to the congregation to work
on the personal aspects of the first three
months in the Evangelism Implementation
Program - daily Bible reading and prayer and
family worship. (It might help some of us
to recover a bit from winter ills and chills
as well!) Then for the first three months of
next year we would look towards doing the
program for the second three months.

North Shore
The last couple of months we have had
worshipping with us Danie & Anita Meyer
with their children, Janice, Andries and
Egbert, newly arrived from South Africa.
They come to us from our sister Church,
the Reformed Churches of South Africa,
and we warmly welcome them into membership. We trust you will be very happy here
and find a real spiritual home among us
and, as you find your feet and openings
for service, we look forward to you being
a blessing to us also.
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Ladies Fellowship. The Ladies Fellowship
Committee have met together and would
like to propose that we return a dinner
invite to our sisters of the Bucklands Beach
Reformed Church (many of you may recall
having a lovely time dining with them all
in September of last year).  We propose to
do this on either Friday 14 or Friday 28
September (school holidays) beginning time
around 6:30-7:00pm. Could you please let
either Alies or Jacqui know as soon as possible your date preference so that we may
extend this invite to the Bucklands Beach
ladies with plenty of advance notice!

Pukekohe
Seniors Bible Study: The Bucklands Beach
Seniors Bible Study will meet at the
Haverland’s home at 10am this Tuesday
morning. We will begin with morning tea,
then have the Bible study, and then have
lunch. Please bring something to share for
lunch. Pukekohe seniors/retirees are very
welcome to attend.
Introducing God: This Tuesday, 14 August,
the pastor will begin a class for anyone
who wishes to know more about the Bible
and the Christian faith. The class will meet
at 7:30pm at the Haverland’s home, 17
Lieshout Way, Pukekohe. This is a video
based discussion course and will meet
weekly for six Tuesday evenings. If you are
interested in joining this group please see
John Haverland.

Silverstream
You are Invited!! The Ladies Fellowship would
like to invite members of the congregation to
a meeting with Mr Basil Wakelin, Chairman
of the Wellington Branch of Prison Fellowship and a member of the National Board
of Prison Fellowship. He will be speaking on
the work of the Prison Fellowship and how
we as a congregation can participate in this
ministry. This will take place, the Lord willing, on Wednesday 22 August at 7.45pm in
the church. Everyone is warmly invited and
supper will be served afterwards.
Song of Songs Book. We have had reprinted
the series of sermons preached by Rev GI
Williamson entitled “The Song of Songs”
on the book of Song of Solomon. This is a
very informative series touching on topics
that relate to all areas of family life from
dating to marriage to raising children. This
is an extremely useful book to read. If you
would like to have a copy please see either
Gerald or Alison Kleinjan.

Wainuiomata
Report on Session Meeting. We discussed a
16

chapter in our study book which was about
secularism. Secularism comes from two
Latin words meaning the here and now of
life. We live in a secular age when people
want instant gratification, instant lawns,
houses, meals etc. People live for the
here and now and do not have thoughts of
eternity. As office-bearers we need to guard
against this attitude among our own people.
Yes, we do need to live in this world to
fulfil the legitimate callings God has given
to us. But we also need to keep our eyes
fixed on eternal things. This world and the
love of this world is quickly passing away.
But the eternal life promised to us in Jesus
Christ abides forever!

Wellington
Presbytery Men’s Conference. Men, mark
Saturday 6 October in your diaries for "Ministering to the Imprisoned" - a conference
for the men of the Wellington Presbytery.
Prepare to be challenged! Further details
are in your pigeonholes and on the poster
in the foyer!
Church Family. Congratulations to Daniel &
Fiona Reurich on the safe arrival of a baby
daughter, Olivia, on Monday.

Christchurch
Presbytery Report
for Saturday 28th
July 2007
The Rev. Hans Vaatstra, as moderator,
opened the meeting at 9:00am in the
Reformed Church of Bishopdale. The delegates present were as follows:
Bishopdale: Rev. R van Wichen and Elder
J. Bosma (alternate: R.Moot)
Christchurch: Elders G. Posthuma and
R. Vosslamber.
Dovedale: Elders R.Dijkstra and A. van
Ameyde (alternate: P.Davey)
Dunedin: Rev. H. Vaatstra and Elder J
van Dijk
Nelson: Rev. R. Adams and Elder L.
VandenBerg
The current situation in the Christchurch
congregation was the main item of business. Christchurch delegates reported that
the Rev. J. Klazinga had requested to be
released from his ministry pursuant to Article 16B of the Church Order. However, this
request requires the concurrence, not only
of the Presbytery, but also the Synodical
Deputies. Accordingly, a special meeting
of Presbytery was scheduled for Saturday
25th August so they could be present.
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Presbyter y also decided, after hearing
from the Christchurch delegates, that their
Session would benefit from further outside
assistance. Presbytery therefore charged
Rev. H.Vaatstra and Elder A.van Ameyde
to appoint suitable men to assist in this
capacity, this to be done in consultation
with the Christchurch Session.
Reports of church visits to Dunedin in
October 2006 and Dovedale in November
2006 were received. Rev. H Vaatstra reported on behalf of the OMB. Rev. H. Vaatstra
was appointed as the Presbytery’s primary
synodical deputy, and Rev. R. Adams as
the alternate. Nelson delegates reported
that Rev. R. Adams intended to retire at
the end of March 2008. Elder P. Davey
reported on the pending arrival of Rev.
Walter and Mrs Brauning from the PCA in
the USA to take up a pastoral locum for
three months in Dovedale. He also briefed
Presbytery on their progress in calling a
minister. Rev. R. Adams was appointed
counsellor (Art. 39) to the Dovedale congregation at this time.
Due to time constraints, the remaining
items on the agenda were deferred to the
next regular meeting in November. Elder J.
Bosma then closed the meeting in prayer
at 1.40pm.

Wellington
Presbytery Meeting
(held on August 4,
2007)
This was our first meeting held at the
central location of Palmerston North. At
our last Presbytery meeting it was agreed
to change the roster system where each
church would host Presbytery meetings
as our distances made this practice more
difficult. (For those readers less acquainted
with Lower North Island geography, Hastings is a four-hour drive from Wellington,
while Palmerston North is a two-hour drive
for both Hastings and the Wellington area
churches.) The delegates of Masterton
(about an hour and a half drive from
Palmerston) forgot their credentials, but
were saved by electronic mail!
We arrived during a cold, damp morning
where the temperature inside the church
felt colder than that outside (perhaps only a
Canadian would notice this!). But we soon
warmed to hear Rev. Michael Flinn urge us
to keep our first love warm as he spoke
on the Lord’s work in Ephesus and Christ’s
prophetic warning in Revelation 2. Pieter

Van Huyssteen then exhorted us with love
and unction on 1 Peter 1:13 to 2:3 where
the Lord calls his congregation to holy living.
His first point was that believers should be
holy because they have been redeemed by
the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The second point gave practical instruction
on how we should be holy. The rest of the
morning was spent grilling Pieter with a
through examination. We rejoiced with the
visitors present when the announcement
was made of Pieter’s passing all parts of
the exam. Not only did Pieter prove himself
to be extremely competent in Hebrew and
Greek, but he also showed himself to be
a humble Christian. We praise the Lord for
the outcome of this exam.
After a nourishing lunch provided by
the ladies and congregation of Foxton, the
meeting was resumed. Our youth liaison
officer, Rev. Nugteren, reported on the
Queen’s Birthday camp. The studies led
by Rev. Kloosterman were excellent, but
the numbers were down. Our missions
liaison, Rev. Kloosterman, reported on
various blessings to our missions: Hastings is in the process of calling Rev. Alan

Douma to PNG; the James are once again
in Uganda, while the Rogers are planning
to be in Uganda in September.
Also discussed were some letters
expressing concern about the behaviour
of some of our youth at the National
Youth Camp. The following overture was
then adopted: ‘Presbytery encourages the
Presbyterial Youth Liaison officer to communicate and share information with the
Presbyterial Youth Liaison officers of the
Christchurch and Auckland Presbyteries in
order to enhance the ability of the National
Youth Camp committees to be aware of and
appropriately manage potential behavioural
issues.’
Rev. Flinn reported on the group which
continues to worship in Wanganui (approximately an hour drive northwest of
Palmerston). The group consists of 45 to
50 persons including two elders and one
deacon under Palmerston North, who are
hopeful for the future. They hope to call a
full-time pastor in due time but requested
the Presbytery to supply preaching in the
mean-time. As they already benefit from
the regular preaching ministries of Rev. Ed

Who needs
Jamie Oliver?
When you could have Bountiful Harvest? It boasts more than 180 recipes.
From perennial favourites to nifty novelties. From Souvlaki to Sponge
Cake to Baba Ghanoush. It’s professionally presented, spiral-bound and
more user-friendly than The Naked Chef! What’s more, proceeds will
support Wainuiomata Christian College in Wellington.
It’d make a great gift to yourself or a friend!

Order Now!
Call Frances Leibbrandt
04 564 3532
or email
gerryfrances@orcon.net.nz
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Rademaker and Rev. Michael Flinn, Presbytery was happy to supply one preacher
for one Sunday of each month.
At about 3:30 our meeting was adjourned and Rev. Michael Flinn closed our
meeting in prayer. We left with thankful
hearts for the joy and peace experienced
at this meeting and trust all was done to
the glory of God and for the well-being of
the churches.
On behalf of Presbytery, Rev. Leo de Vos

Letter to the Editor
Dear Sir,    
It seems to me the Reformed Churches of
NZ have coined a new word, or rather have
put an old word to new use. It has now
reached Faith in Focus and so we could
read in last month’s edition two reports
on ‘Presbyterials.’
I have always been a bit suspicious and
went to my dictionaries to look the word
up. I find that both Webster’s and The
Oxford Dictionary tell me that presbyterial
is an adjective, coming from presbytery. An
adjective is a word that cannot stand by
itself and therefore needs to be added to
a noun, in this case obviously a meeting,
and a women’s meeting at that.
I think we find an analogy in the word
social as in social behaviour, and we find
that that word is now also used as a noun.
We attend, quite legitimately, a social.
Presbyterial has not gone the same way
yet and perhaps the Reformed Churches
are making history here. I wonder, when
will our AGMs become congregationals and
our church gatherings functionals?
Yours faithfully, Enna Jonker

Editor’s comment
My proof-reader noted:
I looked the word up, and she is correct;
but I still think the use of the word is
valid. If language was never subject to
change then we should, indeed, be bound
by the rules of centuries ago, and those
who advocate the original King James Bible
as the only true version would be correct.
Unless, they, too, are wrong in accepting a
‘modern’ version? There is nothing wrong
with coining a new word, as long as its
usage and derivation are correct. I have
already heard congregationals and functionals used on occasion, and the meaning is
perfectly clear.
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Is your conscience clear?
What points us up and keeps us looking up
Sjirk Bajema
I’m sure you’ve heard those expressions
people use about the conscience. You may
well have used them yourself. Sayings like,
‘My conscience won’t allow me to do that,’
‘My conscience is clear,’ and, ‘He has a
guilty conscience.’
This word has been used by society
until recently is virtually as an extension
of one’s own feelings. It’s as though by
using the word ‘conscience’ they can claim
a higher authority which puts them beyond
question. The ‘conscience’ is their feelings
stated as facts. As soon as someone
mentions it, don’t you hesitate to question
them any further?
These days, though, you hardly hear this
word used out there. In the first aspect, we
will see why. Because there we’ll note ‘The
conscience as a moral judgment.’
Yet, within Christianity it seems it’s being
used more than ever. But the way it’s now
used is usually somewhat different than in
the past. In fact, the way it’s increasingly
used is as many in society used to use it.
We’ll consider that further under the second
aspect. This is entitled, ‘The conscience
as the spiritual freedom.’
Before we turn to the first aspect,
though, we note something about ‘conscience’ in Scripture. Because for most of
the Bible, it’s simply not mentioned. The
particular Greek word συνειδηειs occurs
some 30 or so times in the New Testament.
Of the times it occurs, all are in the New
Testament letters.* This is a point we will
have to come back to later, because it is
showing us a connection with the completed
work of Christ and its effects.
The other thing to note at this point
is the meaning of the word συνειδηειs.
It comes from the a root word meaning,
‘to share in the knowledge of a thing.’
In the Bible, this naturally means a joint
knowledge held in common with God. So
the conscience cannot truly be apart from
God’s will. That’s why the conscience is
defined as a moral faculty, given by God,
through which He speaks to us.
The conscience is vital. We have to give
it the best possible respect. It is through
the conscience that we can know what
God has to say to us personally about our
relationship with Him.
18

1. The conscience as a moral judgment
The conscience as a moral judgment was
the point of Romans chapter 2. There we
see what is essentially a pre-conversion
conscience, as this passage tells us that
God’s general revelation of Himself as
good and demanding goodness confronts
everyone with moral responsibility. For the
Jews the divine demands were made clear
in the Law. And for the Gentiles it showed
as they did what ‘by nature’ they knew
they had to do.
Everyone has this conscience
Every one of us has this conscience. It
tells us inwardly that we have done wrong.
Calvin called it the ‘sensus divinitatis’ – the
sense of the divine. Everyone’s conscience
points them to God’s character and will.
You can see why the conscience is often
seen as a power separate from a person
himself.
Romans 2 verse 15 speaks of it as bearing witness. In other words, our thoughts
accuse us. You think about it. Even if you
are unsure of your faith right now, you will
need to acknowledge that you too share
this aspect of conscience. You cannot
deny that there’s a little voice inside your
head upsetting you when you know you’ve
done wrong.
One of William Shakespeare’s most
fascinating characters is Lady Macbeth.
Having heard a prophecy that her husband
would become king, she convinced him to
assassinate the reigning monarch.
When the bloody deed was done, Macbeth was conscience-stricken. His wife told
him off for his squeamishness and helped
him cover up the crime. Her husband was
crowned king. But that wasn’t the end. For
Lady Macbeth’s initial resolve turned to
remorse. She became mentally unstable.
One sign of that was her constant handwashing. ‘Will these hands ne’er be clean?’
she asked. And finally, the guilt drove her
to suicide.
Lady Macbeth had crossed a moral
boundary. And once you know that, doesn’t
it bug you?
Many dull this conscience
The conscience can be dulled, however. The
apostle Paul speaks of this to Timothy. In
chapter 4 verse 2 of his first letter to him,
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he describes how some men are so bad
that their consciences have been seared
as with a hot iron.
Titus 1 verse 15 also picks up this
same thought. It speaks of how those who
are impure have had both their minds and
consciences corrupted.
Now, you think of situations in Scripture when consciences were really, really
dulled. Aren’t they terribly sinful situations?
Because you automatically think of such
things as Sodom and Gomorrah. The people
there seemed to have been deprived of any
morals whatsoever!
Can you see now why I said earlier that
the word ‘conscience’ is hardly used in
society today? The world around us has
so dulled itself that it doesn’t even have
a moral framework any more. There’s no
need to even justify your feelings with the
word ‘conscience’!
Yet, in the words of Clarence Macartney,
‘There is no grave deep enough permanently
to bury evil. It must have its resurrection.
The man who has done wrong has a serpent hibernating in his heart. For months,
for years, it won’t show any sign of life.
But one day it will lift its head and strike.
The evil deed has been hidden, the sin
buried, for years; but suddenly it will have
a fearful resurrection. The smallest trifle
will suffice to call the sin out of its grave
– the stirring of a leaf, the murmur of water,
the sound of a voice, the sight of a face,
the pronunciation of a name or a number
– and lo! the graves are opened, and the
ghosts of our former transgressions come
forth to accuse us to our faces!’

as it did for Lady Macbeth.
The story is told of a man who killed
another man in 1971. Even though he was
the prime suspect in the murder, no one
could prove it. The case was abandoned.
Many thought he’d got away with it. But,
you know, he hadn’t. Nearly three decades
later, in failing health and living in a nursing
home, he confessed to the crime.
A detective who headed the original
investigation said, ‘He was looking over his
shoulders for the last 26 years, not only
for the law, but for his Maker. I think he
wants to clear his conscience before he
meets his Maker – or try at least.’
How is your conscience today? Is it
clear or clouded? What would it take to
be ready to meet your Maker? How can
you be made clean?
These are questions each of us must
answer. But they’re also questions we
should be able to put to the unbelievers
around us.

The way this conscience speaks
This is why the gospel is so important.
For even if men are not brought to faith
in Christ through it, the preaching and
teaching of it has an important influence
on society. Because of sin, conscience is
unreliable.
It’s like the 12-year-old boy who was
caught stealing a watch. He told police
that previously he had shoplifted a gift
for his mother, and he felt he had to do
the same for his dad. He was now a bit
upset that he wouldn’t be able to do the
same for his dad – but he had no qualms
about stealing!
Because of sin, conscience is unreliable. It needs a continual adjustment.
This tells us the importance of a biblical
standard for society. Ever y person ought
to know when they’ve broken any one of
God’s commandments. It has to get to
them in the end if they’ve done wrong,
19

2. The conscience as the spiritual
freedom
Firstly we saw the conscience as a way
of moral judgment upon what someone
has done. This is painful and absolute
because the judgment is divine. But, secondly, the conscience also acts as witness
and guide in all aspects of the believer’s
sanctification.
The positive conscience
This is a positive aspect. For now it’s
divine love coming through – not divine
condemnation.
When warning against false teachers of
the law in 1st Timothy chapter 1, Paul said
that they must be opposed because they
weren’t doing God’s work. He said that
God’s work must be by faith. In verse 5
there he wrote, ‘The goal of this command
is love, which comes from a pure heart and
a good conscience and a sincere heart.’
You see, because of what Jesus Christ has
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done on the cross, the believer now stands
cleansed before God. Hebrews 10 verse 19
says that Christ shed His blood so that we
would be forgiven and made clean inside.
So, because of what He’s done, verse 22
continues, you can have a clear conscience
and can ‘draw near to God with a sincere
heart in full assurance of faith.’
This is the conscience which doesn’t
lock you up, but instead frees you up! No
matter who you are or what you’ve done,
Jesus Christ gives you a clear conscience.
You can confess your sins and be right
with your Maker!
That’s a privilege few out there have.
And it’s a privilege you have so that the
other also may be freed up. This is what
we read in 1st Corinthians chapter 8. Because the development of each believer’s
conscience will vary. Just as the world’s
sense of conscience will differ according to
their knowledge of God’s law, so there’s a
similar parallel amongst believers.
The good conscience
That’s why the apostle speaks about being
sensitive to where other Christians are at.
Not because you are compromising your
faith, but because you are able to have
the maturity to help them continue to grow
in the faith. The conscience needs to be
nurtured.
For the Christians in Corinth, it meant
thinking of their fellow believers, because
they had a big problem with selfishness.
We see that later in chapter 11 with the
Lord’s Supper.
You might be wondering here how you
can tell when you need to be considerate
this way. It would be ridiculous that we
have to take account of everyone’s special
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little quirks. Some of those behaviours can
be quite sinful!
Well, this illustration may help. There
was a man who was getting ready to attend
a banquet. He wanted to put on a white
shirt he had worn on a previous occasion,
so he was inspecting it carefully to see if
it was too dirty.
His wife noticed what he was doing.
She called out, ‘Remember, dear, if it’s
doubtful, don’t.’ The issue was settled.
The man threw the shirt into the laundry
basket.
The principle is the same in regards
to questionable matters of conscience. If
doubtful, don’t. This is what Paul meant.
He further wrote about the same thing in
Romans 14. He indicates there that if you
have any doubts about whether an action
is right or wrong and you do it anyway,
you’re not doing it out of faith. Then it’s
a sin, as verse 23 there says.
As well as this, the apostle says that
it’s wrong to do anything by which a brother
in Christ falls. The goal of love means that
you don’t violate their conscience. Indeed,
another apostle, Peter, says that the way
we live our lives must show you have a
clear conscience.
What helps the good conscience
The next thing we have to consider, though,
is what helps us to keep this good conscience and to make it even better. That’s
where Peter earlier in his first letter helps
us. In chapter 2 verse 19, he speaks about
being conscious of God.
So it’s through our study of God’s Word
and our communion with Him in prayer
that we grow in this. And that’s reinforced
through our Bible Study groups and the wor-
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ship services on Sunday. In fact, someone
said that it’s by meeting God in the right
way on the Lord’s Day that we especially
mature this way.
You might be thinking that this is quite
an odds with much of what’s happening
in Christendom today. Indeed, as indicated
earlier, the view of conscience formerly
found in the world has now become popular
in the church.
A recently published book highlighted
this. It is a book by Ron Sider entitled,
The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience.
He shows how much Christians have taken
on the world’s view of things. They have
become materialistic and greedy. They have
set their roots down here below. That’s the
message they have confirmed to them from
their pulpits. So much so that it affects
their conscience.
This was the very issue the apostle
Paul raised in the early church. For as
soon as the concept of ‘The conscience
as the spiritual freedom’ is watered down,
or goes altogether, you are only left with
‘The conscience as a moral judgment.’
Because you can dull the conscience as
the spiritual freedom, just as you can dull
the conscience as a moral judgment. And
while Christians will always be left with the
conscience as a moral judgment, that’s
not what the Lord has done through Jesus
Christ for them.
Those with the good conscience
Friend, do you have a ‘good’ conscience?
Would you be standing there next to Daniel
when he read the decree of King Darius
that for thirty days no prayer should be offered but to Darius himself? Would you be
standing next to John the Baptist when he
was confronted with the terrible and most
public sin of Herod and Herodias?
It wouldn’t have taken much for either
of these two to have just bent a little
so that they could still have a Christian
influence in their societies. But they were
conscience-bound. Their relationship with
the Lord meant they were looking up
– not down!
It’s this good conscience which stands
out in the history of the church. It’s clear
in how John Bunyan responded. When he
was arrested under Charles II all he had to
do to escape prison was to sign a paper
saying he wouldn’t preach in public. And
then, during those twelve years imprisonment, at any time he could’ve got out by
simply signing that.
You would have thought that Bunyan
would have felt for the needs of his fam-
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ment, ‘Unless I am willing to make of my
conscience a continual slaughter shop and
butchery; unless I am willing to pluck out
my eyes and let the blind lead me, then
God Almighty being my witness and my
defence – if it shall please him to let frail
life last that long – the moss shall grow
upon these eyebrows before I surrender my
principles or violate my conscience.’
Dear friend, is your conscience just
as clear? Are you so connected with the
Lord that it really hurts you when you
hurt Him?
Or have you got that hidden sin? The
one only you know about – apart from the
Lord! The one you wouldn’t even want your
closest friend to know about!
Well, your conscience has to bug you
about it. And if you’ve dulled your conscience to the extent it doesn’t bug you,
don’t think it isn’t still there! Out of sight
is not out of mind. In fact, one day it’s going to really get to you. If not in this world
then certainly in the world to come!
Please come clean with the Lord. Plead
upon the blood of Christ which alone frees
you. Then you will see what a difference
your life will be. But most of all it’s the Lord
Himself that you will more clearly see!

John Bunyan

ily. He had a dependent wife and little
children. One of those children was a girl
who was blind.

That weighed heavily on him. But
something weighed much heavier still. As
he wrote near the end of his imprison-
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Vot to do?
Vot to do?
By Janice Reid
Imagine: you’re a radio trainer (a.k.a. ‘missionary’) working in an Asian country, and
you make a week-long visit to a new youth
station to provide basic training for a bunch
of teenagers who are volunteer announcers. When you get there, you find two of
the teens are from the majority religion of
that country. Those two guys seem okay,

* The one time it seems to appear in a gospel – in
John 8:9 – it is not found in the original manuscript but is a later scribal addition. Check the NIV
footnotes for further details regarding this.

Janice Reid

but some people from that religious group
see Christians pretty much as the enemy,
and think an open hunting-season would
be just great.
To make things more interesting, the
law of the country states that proselytising (‘converting people from one religion
to another’) is illegal. A person can go to
prison for handing out a tract, here. And
some do. But this rather puts the kibosh on
existing plans for the radio workshop: the
first session is about Christian principles of
communication. What would you do?
Well, the trainer in question (ahem…
guess who?) decided to forge ahead using
the material prepared, but prefacing it with
the valid and acknowledged teaching that
the ‘Prophet’ of said religion also called
Jesus a prophet, and said that Jesus’
21

word was to be respected. So…no reason
not to look at it, right? The two young
men squirmed unhappily at this, but they
couldn’t deny it. At the beginning of the
session they were quite huddled and defensive…but by the end they were sitting up
and taking notes. What did they learn?
Communication is a process
First, we took a look at the communication
process itself. Most people, when asked to
write a definition of communication, come
up with some variant of ‘giving a message
to someone.’ They may include additional
phrases about the nature of that message
(preaching, information, news, etc) or
about the way the message is transmitted
(speech, writing, body language, etc). But 8
out of 10 people forget that there’s more
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to communication than me getting you to
hear what I have to say.
Feedback. That’s the thing. How do I
know you’re listening when I talk? Maybe
you’re asleep. Maybe you’re dead. Maybe
the baby is crying and you can’t concentrate on my words. Or, how’s this for a
scenario: you are a member of another one
of the world’s major religions — one that
teaches reincarnation. I come blithely by
and practise my new language skills: ‘You
must be born again.’ I know what I mean
by that sentence. But is my interpretation
the same as yours? Not a bit of it.
The key to effective communication,
then, is to send our message in such a
way that the person receiving it attaches
the same meaning to the message as the
one we ourselves intend. They may hear
what we say…but do they hear what we
mean? We cannot know, unless we get
feedback.

Jesus as a model of communication; I
just said there were some things we could
learn from His life…then we looked at
the verses to see it was so. Nothing anti
about the other religion; nothing negative
about its followers. Just a quiet chance
to show Christian principles in a positive
light — leaving the boys to form their own
conclusions. Communication barriers were
acknowledged and responded to, and the
result was greater interest rather than
greater defensiveness. And now — we pray
for the seed to grow!
God is a communicator
The first lesson the Bible teaches about
communication comes from Genesis chapter 1. God made the heavens and earth
by the power of His Word. In His very essence, God is a communicator. And how did
He make man? In His image (Gen 1:26).
Thus God made us to be communicators

Channel

Message

Source
Listener

Feedback

A significant problem with communication is that we all have natural barriers
that prevent the message getting through
as intended. Our personal barriers include
age, sex, education, culture, religion and
a host of other things. Do you imagine a
mother of 5, in her fifties, would really
listen to a single 18-year-old male telling
her how to be a good mum? I doubt it. In
that case age, sex and life-experience are
the major barriers.
Feedback from the people we communicate with is what can help us to
recognise the communication barriers, and
take steps to overcome them (or minimise
them). So with the two teenagers, I did not
presume to make absolute claims about

also—like it or not!
There are many other passages in Scripture that describe effective communication,
but I’m sure you can think of several,
yourself. So let’s move on to the life of
Jesus, and see what He can teach us about
getting our message across…
Jesus our model
In John 20:21 Jesus tells His followers
that He is sending them out, in the same
way that the Father sent the Son. What
does this mean? Well, this. Jesus came
down to earth: He put off much of His
kingly majesty and power, taking the form
of a servant (Phil 2:5-11). He spoke the
language of the marketplace…not the lan22

guage of heaven. He went to the places
where the sinners were — He did not stay
in the temple courts (as we are prone to
do) and wait for them to come in to Him.
In such a way, the Father sent the Son.
And in like manner, the Son sends us.
Good communication reaches out to people
where they are.
Jesus also knew the hear ts of the
people to whom He spoke (John 2:25).
Yes, He was God in human form, with
wisdom far beyond ours…but remember,
He also lived among us. He was a student of human nature; and He used that
knowledge to speak to people’s real and
felt needs. Too often we busy Christians
get behind the microphone and simply fill
the airwaves with our own agenda: what
we think people need to hear…rather than
what they think they need to hear. Problem
is, if they don’t like what we say, they will
simply find another station. To be effective
in our Christian communication, we must
be more strategic in our approach.
Matthew 7 verses 28 and 29 refer
to the authority of Jesus’ words as He
finished preaching his famous Sermon on
the Mount. But the principle applies to all
sorts of communication content: whether
we speak about Christian topics, or do
radio programmes about health, farming,
history or politics — we need to know
what we’re talking about. I see so many
announcers here in Asia who do not have
the educational background to research
their topic…or who are too lazy to bother.
They fill their programmes with personal
opinion, day after day. In the end, that sort
of thing starts to pall…and it really makes
little qualitative improvement in the life of
the listener. When we do not speak truth
from the basis of real knowledge (authority), we mark ourselves as worthy of less
attention, less belief. And then when we
turn to Christian topics, the listener still
pays minimal attention. On the other hand,
if we are believable in one area, surely
we can be trusted in others? The lesson
here is that our communication must be
truthful, honest, genuine…whatever we’re
talking about.
Next, take a look at the two stories in
John: Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus
(John 3), and His chat with the Samaritan
woman at the well (John 4). From these
two stories it is clear that Jesus modified
His message to suit the needs and capacity of His listeners. Nicodemus did not
understand Jesus’ message (‘You must
be born again’) — but he should have;
he was a religious leader in Israel, and a
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subject like this was appropriate for his
level of education and his social position.
The Samaritan woman, on the other hand,
could not have understood such a complex
idea. So what did Jesus do? He started
where she was at: He asked for a glass of
water (John 4:7). Christian communication
that seeks to change lives should start
at the listener’s own level, to maximise
understanding and acceptance.

responsible to follow the rest of Scripture’s
teaching, and to practice methods of communication that will minimise barriers and
maximise understanding and acceptance.
In some strange way, and for reasons of
His own, God chooses to use us as His
instruments for spreading the Good News

Wrapping it up
Jesus is plainly a model for us to follow,
when it comes to communication of any
sort, and especially communication that
has an evangelistic purpose. Paul felt the
same way: in 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 Paul
states that he is willing to change his
approach in order to connect with people,
rather than creating barriers by insisting on
only one way of explaining Gospel truth.
So, strategy is important; sensitivity (to our
listeners, our neighbours, to the woman at
the checkout…) matters.
But ultimately, we know that nobody can
or will take up our Good News without the
work of the Holy Spirit in their lives (John
6:44). That’s a relief…it gets us off the
hook of feeling responsible for failure, for
rejection. But no — not really. We are still

about Christ. So whether we’re facing hostile teenagers from a religion that denies
Christ’s deity — or postmodern adults who
are disillusioned about everything to do
with church — our task is to seek ways
to spread the Word so that others will not
only hear it: they will understand.

Janice provides radio training at a new youth station
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Radio antennas are spreading the good news throughout Asia
Planning a mission trip? Let us pray for you! If you or somebody you know is planning a mission trip—short or long—please let us
know. We want to pray for those on mission trips overseas, but we cannot pray if we don’t know that you’re going! Deadline for submission
of articles to Faith in Focus is 6 weeks before the month of publication. If you would like our congregations to pray for you on your mission
trip, send details to Janice at reid4radio@gmail.com

