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“He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love
for the alien by giving him food and clothing” (Deut 10:18). “You shall not
pervert the justice due an alien an orphan, nor take a widow’s garment in
pledge” (Deut 24:17). These verses, and so many others like them in the
Old and New Testaments, leave you in no doubt that the Lord commands
the protection and care of those who are the defenceless in society. It was
true for the nation of Israel and it is true for us today.
The defenceless in the old dispensation were those who were in danger
of being marginalised and oppressed in society. They were the alien, the
widow and the orphan and the Lord demanded that they be cared for and
treated with compassion and dignity. So, the question for us today is “who
are the defenceless?” After all, society is much more complex than it was
in the old days, right? And, things are a lot better today than they were
then! One past Prime Minister of New Zealand even suggested that his party
would create a decent society.
All the above might be true if you walked around with blinkers on and
couldn’t care less. However, the reality is that things are pretty much the
same. The nature of man has not changed and so the problems have not
changed. Whether you look at the western world, the third world or even
little old New Zealand, there are still those whom we can describe as defenceless – the old, widowed, unborn, poor or fatherless and these are
probably on the short list.
Our contributors look at who the defenceless are and what we can or
should do to advocate for them.
Mr Hans Vaatstra looks at justice for the defenceless in postmodern New
Zealand.
Mr Josh Rogers gives an example from history and writes about how
Cyprian of Carthage dealt with the defenceless of his time.
Mrs Alexia Hoyt writes about abortion and being a voice for those who
have no voice.
Mrs Sally Davey takes a cue from the Daily Mail and reflects on our gracious Queen.
Mr John Rogers tells us how Christians can bring the gospel to Africa’s
Moslems.
Mr Noel Weeks give a commentary on “Spring storms” – many possible
outcomes of the “Arab Spring”.
Mrs Harriet Haverland wonderfully keeps us up to date with news from
our churches.
Mr Chad E. Bond reviews Did Adam and Eve Really Exist? Who They Were
and Why You Should Care, by C. John Collins. Cara Reynolds reviews God’s
Alphabet For Life, by Joel R. Beeke and Heidi Boorsma.
Mr Pieter van Huyssteen reports on the recent Ministers’ and Wives’ Conference and I report on “An evening with the Jameses” in Missions in focus.

Advertising:

At the last meeting of the National Publications Committee, it was decided
to allow members of our churches who are in business to advertise in the
magazine. See the advertisement on p16 for details.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not to be considered the official position of the
Reformed Churches of NZ unless they expound the Biblical system of doctrine contained in
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dordt, or the Westminster
Confession of Faith, or reflect the successive Acts of Synod of the Reformed Churches of NZ.
On the other hand, care is taken to ensure that articles and opinions do not directly contradict
the official position of the Reformed Churches as contained in the above sources without
attention being called to that fact.
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(1)

Let justice roll on like a river
Defending the defenseless in postmodern New Zealand
Hans Vaatstra
Who are the defenceless in New Zealand
today? How can the church minister to
them?
We live in prosperous but also
troubled times. Are these prosperous
times? Several countries in the European
Union are teetering on the brink of
bankruptcy. According to a recent
media interview with Treasurer, the
Hon. Bill English, our own nation has
to contribute four billion dollars to an
international monetary bailout fund so
that the world economy remains solvent
and our treasury can continue borrowing
the money it needs to keep trading. The
United States administration not long
ago averted defaulting on its loans by
increasing its debt ceiling by trillions.
Lending institutions maintain a constant
stream of credit through fractional reserve
lending where money creation requires
loans from the wider banking system.
This practice does not impose a natural
limit on the growth of the money supply
and causes unsustainable bubbles in asset
and capital markets which are vulnerable
to speculation and cause price inflation.
When the bubble eventually bursts and
property values plummet we see a spate
of mortgagee sales and finance company
collapses causing untold hardship. In
one recent case in New Zealand 14,500
investors lost their savings when a finance
company collapsed with debts of $459
million.
Identifying the helpless
Who are the defenceless in today’s world
of debt-ridden, so-called national prosperity? They are the investors who have
lost life-savings or their retirement funds
in finance company collapses. They are
single income families who have been
priced out of the housing market. They
are the ‘latch-key’ children of parents
who are both forced to work in order
to pay huge mortgages and make ends
meet. They are the aborted unborn
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whose conception was viewed as an unwanted intrusion on a materialistic lifestyle and/or career prospects. They are
the fatherless children, orphans with no
names, conceived in promiscuity, funded
by a permissive, extravagant welfare
system sold to voters for their votes.
They are the aged, abandoned in resthomes whose middle-aged children are
too busy to care for them.
What can the church do to assist
these defenseless? A good place to begin
is Deuteronomy 8:11-20, where Moses

predicted a time when Israel would be
prosperous. God warned His people,
“beware lest you forget the Lord your
God by not keeping His commandments
and His ordinances and His statutes...lest
when you have eaten and are satisfied
and have good houses and live in them
and when your herds and flocks multiply
and your silver and gold multiply and all
that you have multiplies then your heart
becomes proud and you forget the Lord
your God.”
Such a situation eventuated centuries

Orphans by Thomas Kennington. en.wikipedia.org
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later during Amos’s day. Eighth-century
Israel had become wealthy but had
forgotten the Lord their God. The rich
were oppressing the poor and religion had
become a ritual devoid of true biblical
content. James 1:27 reminds us what
the content of true religion is. “This is
pure and undefiled religion in the sight
of our God and father; to visit orphans
and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself unstained by the world.” After

who were ruthless in their profiteering
while trying to maintain a semblance of
religiosity. “When will the New Moon
be over that we may sell grain and the
Sabbath be ended that we may market
wheat? – skimping the measure, boosting
the price and cheating with dishonest
gain, buying the poor with silver and the
needy for a pair of sandals, even selling
the sweepings with the wheat.” God’s
answer; “I hate your religious feasts ...

❝ Righteousness

with good
works glorifies God and
benefits our neighbor.
Righteousness by good
doctrine alone produces
lovelessness and pride. ❞

thundering against the nations because
of their gross injustices, Amos directs his
prophecy against Israel, also targeting her
sins in the area of economics. Righteous
men were being sold as slaves over trifles.
Instead of obeying the Levitical laws
which command the rich to be merciful
towards the poor (25:25-27), the rich in
Israel were trampling the poor into the
dust, abusing them and profaning the
Lord’s name (2:7). Contrary to the laws
on debt (Deut 24:10-13) lenders were
keeping the borrowers’ garments given as
pledges on loans. Amos included in his
denunciation the wealthy women of Israel
(“cows of Bashan”) who were oppressing
the poor and crushing the needy (4:1). It
wasn’t that they necessarily had personal
dealings with the poor but the constant
demands they placed on their husbands
for maintaining an affluent lifestyle had
a “crushing” effect on the economic
well-being of the poorer folk. Their
luxuries were bought at the expense of
charity, zero interest loans and gleaning
which should have been directed to
the poor. Instead, this proportion of
their income was diverted to finance
covetous and extravagant lifestyles.
Isaiah, a contemporary of Amos, made a
similar observation. “The women of Zion
are haughty, walking with outstretched
necks, flirting with their eyes, tripping
along with mincing steps with ornaments
jingling on their ankles.”(3:16) Meanwhile
the poor were being “crushed.” (3:15).
Amos extends his prophecy against those
4

away with the noise of your songs ... but
let justice roll on like a river ...” (5:21-24).
Debt burden and slavery
Amos helps us understand our responsibility towards victims of so called ‘prosperity’, which is really debt burden and
slavery.
1) The church must, as always, endeavor to extend justice and compassion
toward those who are genuinely poor
and struggling and those who have been
defrauded. Today they are responsible
small investors, struggling single income
families, the unborn, women and children abandoned by irresponsible fathers.
They are struggling mortgagors on low
incomes. The words of Christ in Matthew
25:35ff: “for I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat ...” must continue
to make a profound impression on the
mind of the Christian today. We have
a strong mandate to show charity and
compassion to the poor and alleviate
the needs of those who suffer want. “If
there is a poor man with you ... you
shall not harden your heart nor close
your hand from your poor brother but
you shall freely open your hand to him
and shall generously lend him sufficient
for his need in whatever he lacks” (Deuteronomy 15:6&7 cf. Acts 2:44, 4:34)
2) Rather than follow the pattern of
the world, i.e. “eat, drink and be merry
for tomorrow we die (even if we have
to borrow to do it!)”, Christ’s followers
should resist being tempted by the love of

money and avoid getting into debt to the
extent that we can barely give to charities or tithe our incomes for the Lord’s
work. Defending the cause of the weak
and fatherless requires the joyful sacrifice
of our tithes so that the church is not
limited in its ability to carry out her ministry of mercy. Furthermore, newly married
couples are under a lot of pressure today
to delay having children and both work
full time for financial gain. If such behavior becomes the accepted norm in both
church and society, it will create poverty
in the long run. Empty mansions will be
sold for a song. “A large population is a
king’s glory but without subjects a prince
is ruined” (Prov. 14:28). Church growth
and economic growth depend heavily on
population growth. Surely it is the task of
God’s covenant people to lead the way.
3) Amos also spoke against those who
went through the motions of orthodox
religion while practicing crafty economic
oppression. In other words, we may be
orthodox but if we fail to take care of
our poor defenseless, then our orthodoxy
will be meaningless. Righteousness with
good works glorifies God and benefits our
neighbor. Righteousness by good doctrine
alone produces lovelessness and pride.
There should be no separation between
the so-called spiritual side of life and
our business or economic life. Therefore,
no-one should say to the Lord’s representatives, “what I do with my money is
my business and has nothing to do with
you!” All of life is worship. All of life is
to be lived to the glory of God.
4) Finally, the church must persevere
in its prophetic task. Amos preached
against injustice in his day on God’s
behalf and out of compassion for the
poor. Concerned Christians preached
against the greed of slave traders in the
19th century. The church today must
have something to say about immoral
greed, uncontrolled debt-based spending
and risky business practices which have
contributed to the debt crisis and hardship today. No other religion, philosophy,
teaching or nation has done more for
the poor defenseless or the general betterment of society than Christianity has.
This is achieved through the preaching
of the gospel as it addresses all of life’s
issues. We may not stop now. Let justice
roll on like a river.
Mr Hans Vaatstra is a Minister of the
Word and Sacraments in the Reformed
Church of Palmerston North, serving as
Home Missionary in the church plant
in Wanganui.
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(2)

The generosity of Cyprian of Carthage –
some applications to modern life
Josh Rogers
Cyprian of Carthage is one of the three
African church fathers,1 born around 200
and martyred in the persecution brought
about by the Roman emperor Valerian
in 257. Cyprian was not raised as a believer but was converted at some stage
in the 240s by Caecilius, and after his
death he cared for Caecilius’s family.
Cyprian was definitely the wealthiest
of the three African fathers and there are
some who suggest that he was among
the wealthiest in the empire at the time,
great enough to be a member of the
Senate, the ancient ruling council of
Rome. As a rich man he was expected
by ancient society to exercise patronage.
When we think of patronage the
image that springs to mind is probably
artistic patronage. This was practised
in the ancient world but as a concept
it was not nearly as important as
social patronage. The classical ideal of
patronage was that a rich man would
take care, financially and legally, of a
number of ordinary men and those who
depended upon them. While patronage
as such is not what interests us in this
article, it fulfils a number of similar
expectations that we would have of those
of substantial means towards those who
are less well off. By way of explanation,
one important aspect of patronage is
that it was a reciprocal arrangement
with nearly the same formal status as
a contract. It included any number of
responsibilities which went both ways.
Making use of the mastery of oratory,
or public speaking, was one way in
which a wealthy man could show patronage. Since the art of oratory was
practised as a pastime for the educated, it was only natural that those
who were good at it would become
public figures in the political, social,
and military spheres. Having mastered
these skills, an orator would be able to
make convincing cases for his clients,
Faith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012

whether recommendations for a position in the army or the civil service,
or in their defence in the court room.
Cyprian seems to have been unusually good at oratory, earning for himself
a reputation lasting at least to Augustine’s day. Note that although Cyprian
was a masterful orator and would have
known the law, neither of these means
that he was a legal advocate by profession. Probably, with all his responsibilities to his clients and administering his

own and their estates, he had no time
to practise law.
A patron’s responsibilities to his clients
were proactive as well as reactive. A
Greek writer of the first century BC
states that a patron needed to inform
his clients of aspects of the law which
might concern them since they could not
be expected to know it. In early Latin
one of the uses of the world patronus,
the origin of our word patron, is to refer
to one’s legal advocate. In the ancient

http://2.bp.blogspot.com
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world communication of obscure pieces
of information was not always reliable
and it is probably fair to say that many
more legal offences escaped prosecution
then, than now. Much of one’s ability
to avoid trouble with the law depended
on influence: as usual, those who were
unimportant were taken advantage of
or charged for offences which those of
greater influence were not. In one of
his letters Cyprian suggests that injustice in the courts played some part in
his conversion.2
While the ideals of patronage required a patron to care for those who
had entered into his clientele, those who

tributed among the clergy for cases
of that kind, that many might have
means through which they could
provide the necessities and burdens
of individuals.4
And another example:
I request that you will diligently
take care of the widows, and of the
sick, and of all the poor. Moreover,
you may supply the expenses of
strangers, if any should be in want,
from my own portion … which …
I have supplemented … so that the
sufferers may be more largely and
promptly dealt with.5

❝ Among

us as a church
we have skills, knowledge,
and experience in nearly
every conceivable area
of expertise; why not
put that to use to benefit
those of the household of
faith? ❞

were not bound to him in this way were
not his responsibility. However, Cyprian’s
generosity was not confined to his clients
or even his own church. It was not just
encouragement which Cyprian lavished
upon the unfortunate. His biographer
Pontius gives us a glowing report of his
generosity to all and sundry: ‘No widow
returned from him with an empty lap;
no blind man was unguided by him as
a companion; none faltering in step was
unsupported by him for a staff; none
stripped of help by the hand of the
mighty was not protected by him as a
defender.’3 Cyprian also exhorts his elders
in Carthage to be generous. He writes
while in exile:
In respect of means, moreover, for
meeting the expenses, whether for
those who, having confessed their
Lord with a glorious voice, have
been put in prison, or for those
who are labouring in poverty and
want, and still stand fast in the Lord,
I entreat that nothing be wanting,
since the whole of the small sum
which was collected there was dis6

One of the occasions on which a
client had to spend money on his patron
was ransom paid to his enemies for his
release when he had been taken captive.
One of the ancient social commentators6
does not list this as a duty required of a
patron – it was expected of clients – but
we have an example of Cyprian doing
just that. There does not seem to be
any parallel in previous Roman history.
He writes to the bishops of one of the
churches of Numidia:7
I have read your letter which you
wrote to me from the solicitude of
your love, concerning the captivity
of our brethren and sisters … . We
have then sent you a sum of one
hundred thousand sesterces,8 which
have been collected here in the
church over which by the Lord’s
mercy we preside … If, however,
for the searching out of the love of
our mind, and for the testing of the
faith of our heart, any such thing
should happen, do not delay to tell
us of it in your letters, counting
it for certain that our church and

the whole fraternity here beseech
by their prayers that these things
may not happen again; but if they
happen, that they will willingly and
liberally render help. But that you
may have in mind in your prayers
our brethren and sisters who have
laboured so promptly and liberally
for this needful work, that they may
always labour; and that in return for
their good work you may present
them in your sacrifices and prayers,
I have subjoined the names of
each one … . And besides our own
amount, I have intimated and sent
their small sums, all of whom, in
conformity with the claims of faith
and charity, you ought to remember
in your supplications and prayers.9
By way of explanation, one hundred
thousand sesterces was one tenth of the
value of property a man had to have to
qualify to enter the Senate, the Roman
ruling council. It is difficult to do so,
but if this sum is converted into modern
figures, it would amount to something
around $100,000,000. Cyprian obviously
had a lot more money, but it is clear
that he was very generous. We see that
he did so not only on this occasion, but
would do all he could to do so again,
if it were necessary. Where the money
came from is not certain, but one could
make a good guess that a good portion
of it came from Cyprian himself, probably
money accumulated previously from rent
or inheritance.
We should note that Cyprian’s concern
for those in difficulty was not confined to
monetary gifts. There are numerous references throughout his letters to prayer. He
prayed often himself and often exhorts
others to do so.
We need to remember that however
wealthy and influential Cyprian was,
he was nevertheless a Christian and a
bishop during two persecutions. After
some centuries of intermittent persecution, the authorities had concluded
that it was more useful to persecute
the clergy than the laity. Consequently,
Cyprian was first in the firing line and
may have been pursued out of proportion to his perceived importance to the
church because of his wealth.
Some of the limits of Cyprian’s influence are shown by his inability to assist
the persecuted in practical ways. There
are a number of examples of letters of
consolation which he wrote to Christians
condemned to the mines, where they
would be worked very hard in dark,
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dusty conditions until they succumbed
to fatigue or disease.
Examples are hard to find, but if
Cyprian were so generous with his
money it is easy to believe that he
would have been similarly generous
with his time in giving advice and arbitrating disputes and acting as a legal
advocate. Indeed, many early bishops
acted as what we would think of as
secular judges in courts such as the Disputes Tribunal when there were disputes
between believers.
In conclusion, it is difficult to fault
Cyprian’s generosity, though we must remember that to have been so he must
have had enormous wealth at his disposal. His concern for those in hard times
included prayer and he surely would
have given advice in everyday matters,
including matters relating to the law, and
acted as a legal advocate or arbitrator
when he needed to. Despite the limits
placed upon his influence, he is nevertheless a sterling example of unstinting
charity to those in want, particularly
given his busy life as a secular patron
and bishop.
Modern applications of Cyprian’s
patronage would include things such as
financial advice, generosity with wealth
and education, and use of influence
to help others. We must of course
beware of misusing influence to obtain
for others what is not theirs, but for a
Christian employer to hire someone in
the church has benefits for both – the
employee obviously obtains work, but
the employer is able to employ someone
whose character he is more likely to
know than someone whom he has
never met. Among us as a church we
have skills, knowledge, and experience
in nearly every conceivable area of
expertise; why not put that to use to
benefit those of the household of faith?
So then, while we have opportunity,
let us do good to all, and especially to
those who are of the household of the
faith. (Galatians 6:10)
Generous use of the money which
God has first given us is an obvious
application from the life of Cyprian:
indeed, God has given us all our abilities
to advance his kingdom here on earth.
Pure and undefiled religion in the
sight of our God and Father is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by
the world. (James 1:17)
We must not belittle the importance
of prayer. Occasionally we think that
we have done ‘everything’ and all that
Faith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012

Please join us at the…

Auckland Reformation
Conference 2012

26-27 October

Theme: “The Supremacy and
Finality of Jesus Christ”
Guest Speaker:

Dr. Cornelis Venema
President and Professor of
Doctrinal Studies
Mid-America Reformed Seminary,
Dyer, Indiana, U.S.A.

Where? The Reformed Church of Avondale,

63 St Georges Road, Avondale, Auckland

The conference will provide opportunity for instruction from God’s Word,
singing praise, and fellowship with one another as we rejoice in our common
Reformation heritage and are challenged to live out the supremacy of Jesus
Christ today.

Friday, 26 October
*7:30 pm: Lecture 1: “The Supremacy and Finality of the Word of
Christ”

Saturday, 27 October
9:15 am: Lecture 2: “The Supremacy and Finality of the Atoning
Sacrifice of Christ”
11:00 am: Lecture 3: “The Supremacy and Finality of Worship
Through Christ”
12:00 pm: Question & Answer
*A book table (used/new) will be available (opens 6:30 pm Friday – closes 1 pm
Saturday), light supper Friday evening, and Saturday morning tea. Limited billeting
will be available for the Friday evening. There is no fee for this conference but a $20
donation is suggested per attendee to cover conference costs. For planning purposes,
please contact Lisa Moelker if you plan to attend or would like to inquire regarding
billeting. 09 828 8979 or plmoelker@hotmail.com
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remains is to pray. We should pray from
the start and we can see from Cyprian’s
life that he did so as well as doing all
the material good that was in his power
to do.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every
prayer and supplication. (Ephesians 6:18)
We must all acknowledge that we
could spend more time in prayer; and
to pray knowledgeably requires knowing
about other people’s lives, not as gossips,
but as interested brothers and sisters

in Christ. Many of us in the Reformed
churches do all these things as we have
opportunity to; let us keep up the good
work.
Notes

1 The others were Tertullian (lived around 160220) and Augustine (354-430). Africa refers to
an area about where modern Tunisia is.
2 Ad Donatum (To Donatus), 10-11. Later in the
letter he complains about the misuse of wealth.
3 Life of Cyprian, 3.
4 Epistle. v. 1.

5 Ep. vii.
6 Dionysius of Halicarnassus.
7 A province neighbouring Africa.
8 Four sesterces equals one denarius, which in
New Testament times was a day’s wage for a
manual labourer.
9 Ep. lxii. 1, 3-4.

Mr Josh Rogers is a member of the
Reformed Church of Dovedale and
he studied early church history at
university.
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Abortion – being a voice for the
voiceless
Alexia Hoyt
Last year the seven billionth person was
born to this world. For some this was
a disaster, for others it was a reason
to celebrate. Why would we celebrate
or despair? The answer lies in how we
perceive the value of a person, who we
consider to be a person and what their
purpose is in this life. With the world so
strongly challenging the long-held beliefs
of the Christian world, we need to look
at what God says about this, specifically
in the context of the child in the womb
and of abortion.
Recently I suffered a miscarriage.
More accurately, my husband and I experienced the death of our third child.
This little person, whom we named Anah,
was six weeks old when he died, having
never breathed in this life. I am thankful for the knowledge that God knows
our child, and that Anah is as precious
as our two living children.
We often read or hear these words
from Psalm 139;
“For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s
  womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made;
  your works are wonderful,
  I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
8

when I was made in the secret place.
When I was woven together in the depths
of the earth,
  your eyes saw my unformed body.
All the days ordained for me
were written in your book
  before one of them came to be.”
So if my child, Anah, is knitted together in my womb with God watching
over him does this action of God show
something of His care and attention to
all children as they grow in the ‘secret
place’? This verse shows that the forming
child is important to God, and his importance is not found in his body being
whole but in the fact that God knew
and ordained him even before he was
conceived.
In light of this, what does it mean
when we consider abortion? What is
abortion, what is wrong about it and
what can we do to change people’s
views on it?
Need-to-know facts
Before talking about abortion, it pays to
think about some developmental facts.
Are you aware that at 18 days gestation
(actual growth) the child’s heart begins to
beat, all body systems are present, and
isolated arm movements begin about 7¼
to 8½ weeks after conception. Breathing
movements and stretches begin during
the eighth week. From around 11 weeks

gestation, the child has spontaneous
breathing movements, with fingernails
and body systems all operating. She
begins to practice opening and shutting
her mouth and move her head forward at
8½ to 12½ weeks after conception. This
is only a snap shot of the development
of the child before the end of the first
trimester.
Abortion is the premature ending of a
pregnancy: spontaneous abortion is the
medical term for a miscarriage, while
therapeutic abortion is the deliberate
decision to end a pregnancy.
While it is true that an abortion ends
a pregnancy, this terminology is
calculated to hide the reality of what
happens – the killing of an innocent
child. This murder is a brutal process,
which is part of the reason why
language relating to abortion has been
sanitised.
The procedures for abortion can be
very different: the baby is taken apart
in a Dilation & Curettage or Dilation
& Evacuation abortion, their head is
crushed and then torn limb from limb,
a baby has its heart stopped with an injection before being delivered or a baby
is delivered feet first while their head is
left in the birth canal and their spine is
cut with scissors, but they all accomplish
the murder of a child.
If this was done to an already born
child, what would our reaction be?
Faith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012

A new idea?
The ‘new idea’ that the murder of
newborn children is ethically the same
as abortion drew the attention of the
media. Australian philosophers Alberto
Giubilini and Francesca Minerva wrote
outlining this idea. They believe that a
“foetus and a newborn are equivalent
in their lack of a sense of their own life
and aspiration. They contend this justifies
what they call ‘’after-birth abortion’’ as
long as it is painless, because the baby
is not harmed by missing out on a life it
cannot conceptualise.” The outrage that
came from the public in New Zealand
and around the world in response was
loud and strong. Tellingly the very same
arguments that were used 40 years ago
to promote legal abortion are the same
ones being used for ‘after-birth abortion’. So why isn’t aborting a pre-born
child creating the same outrage today?
God created life, as found in the
creation account in Genesis 1-2. He
commanded us not to kill in the Ten
Commandments, we also see how He
values children by the way He is so intimately involved in their formation. Christ
showed his love for the little children
during his 3-year ministry. We see that
the basic principles in the Bible protect
life, and that “life” is not defined in more
precise details other than in referring to
mankind: therefore, we should take this
to include the protection of the child
in the womb. But the strongest reason
for the unborn child to be valued and
protected is because she is made in the
image of God, Genesis 1:27

world should look at us and see that
we are different. This was very apparent in the early days of the church,
when society had a practice of abandoning its unwanted baby children out
in the elements to die of exposure or
the wild animals. Christians would take
these abandoned children and give them
homes. Isn’t that what we should be
doing today?
Blood guilt
The Bible also emphasises God’s abhorrence of the shedding of ‘innocent blood’
which is against God’s nature. In the
Old Testament those who stood by and
allowed the shedding of innocent blood
were tainted by guilt, known as ‘blood

guilt’, and were ‘cursed’ to have their
own blood spilled. Genesis 9:6 (ESV):
“Whoever sheds the blood of man; by
man shall his blood be shed, for God
made man in his own image”
With over 448,000 legal abortions
in New Zealand alone since 1979, our
country is full of people who have shed
‘innocent blood’.
David refers to God “knowing” him
before he was born. God says to Jeremiah “Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you were
born I set you apart …” Exodus 21:22
shows that if a pregnant woman is hit
and the baby dies, life is required for

❝ The

Bible emphasises
God’s abhorrence of the
shedding of ‘innocent
blood’. ❞

“So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.”
In order to understand all this better,
we also need to look at verses that don’t
deal specifically with life or children.
Isaiah 5:20 makes clear to us that the
world, having turned away from Him,
now calls good evil and evil good.
Knowing that children are precious to
God, we should be very wary of allowing
the world, with its absolute support and
promotion of abortion, to be the ones to
define those who are valuable and those
who are not considered human. Remember the times of black slavery and the
holocaust. People of the day considered
the Africans and Jews to be sub-human.
Aren’t we like that today concerning the
child in the womb?
By contrast, God says that we are
to be different, a set apart people. The
Faith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012
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the death of the child, although there
is debate about this by Bible scholars.
Job 10:8-12 shows the intimate and
hands-on way that God created Job
and protected him. If God knew us
before we were formed in the womb,
we must have been precious to Him. If
that is the case, what does that mean
for the way that we use contraceptives
as Christians? While I cannot deal with
this issue now, I hope to look into this
at a later date.
We can often get bogged down by
the pressure of achieving our goals
and feeling like nothing is changing
in society, even though we are busy

trying to change it. The conversation
between God and Habakkuk reminds
us that even though things look bad and
we cannot see God’s hand in what is
happening, God is all-knowing and allpowerful; He is in control of all things,
and they all have a purpose according
to His plans. Because of this, we need
to wait with the watchman for God to
reveal his plans, rest on God’s promises and stop worrying.
We should speak out
Remembering this, we should also speak
out about this dark work, abortion. It
is worth finding out what is going on
in New Zealand and around the world
and talking about it. God will give you
the words; remember Peter and John
in Acts? The leaders of the day were
amazed at them, for they had no learning and yet they spoke with clarity, conviction and strength. Today people are
10

ignored if they do not have education,
but we, the followers of Christ, will be
given the words we need by the Holy
Spirit. Proverbs 24:11-12 sums up our
responsibility clearly:
“Rescue those being led away to death;
hold back those staggering toward
  slaughter.
If you say, “But we knew nothing
about this,”
  does not he who weighs the heart
  perceive it?
Does not he who guards your life know it?
Will he not repay everyone according
  to what they have done?”

What can you do?
What are the actions that you can be
involved in?
Find out about what is going on
around New Zealand.
Write letters (handwritten is best as it
gets more attention) or call MPs. Even
your children can write to an MP.
Become a member of a pro-life group.
This could mean no more than paying
the subscription, or it could open up
further opportunities for more involvement. Being a member means that you
get information about what is happening
around New Zealand and around the
world. Your support helps to finance activities, adverts in the paper, etc, and it
gives encouragement to those involved in
this work, which is often a lonely calling.
You could provide a place to stay for
a pregnant woman, or set up a home
for needy mothers, providing them with
shelter and teaching them how to care

for their child or providing support so
that they can adopt this child out.
Pass on clothes or baby items to
groups that support people in a crisis
pregnancy (i.e. Pregnancy Counselling)
Become a trained phone operator for
Pregnancy Counselling and help women
by talking through their options in a crisis
pregnancy, as well as counselling those
who are suffering from past abortions.
Learn about the side-effects of abortion on the physical and mental health
of men and women. Abortion is not a
risk-free solution and the more that we
are informed, the greater influence and
help we can provide.
Wear the little feet or hands pins;
your local Voice For Life branch will
be able to get you one. People will ask
you about them, so be prepared to give
an answer.
Remember to bring this issue, and
those working to end it, to God in your
prayers.
Priorities
We have so many good works that we
can be involved in that it gets hard to
know what to prioritise.
Perhaps this may help. If the thought
of abortion fills you with horror or you
think about it a lot, perhaps God is
putting this on your heart and calling you
to some action. Perhaps you are already
busy and engaged in another area of
service but also feel concerned about
abortion and what it does. Choose something that is manageable for you to do.
We all need to examine ourselves to
see if this is something about which we
are apathetic or uncaring, which doesn’t
reflect Christ’s love.
Edmund Burke once said “All that is
required for evil to prosper is for good
men to do nothing”. That is a challenge
for us all.
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Feminine focus
Sally Davey

Cues from the World (No. 6)

We change – the Queen doesn’t
We have enjoyed a marvellous blessing.
For sixty years Elizabeth II has reigned
over us – and what is that if not the
answer to our prayer when we sing
“God Save the Queen”? She has been
a good queen; one of whom, I suspect,
the chronicler would have written “she
did what was good and right in the
eyes of the Lord her God”. It is evident
that we love her – any opinion poll will
tell you that. In fact, she is way more
popular than any elected politician – her
approval ratings are the envy of prime
ministers, presidents and any other
person dependent on the populace for
their votes. In this, her diamond jubilee
year, it is worth asking what it is about
her that we value so much.
As we know from reading our Old
Testament, kings and queens may be
faithful or unfaithful; people of integrity
or complete rat bags. Our Queen has
made no secret of her devotion to duty.
From a young age (21) she determined
to serve God and her people wholeheartedly; and she has not swerved from
that. At 86, she is still actively about her
business, and intends to keep at it until
she dies. That, it may be said, is duty
personified. And yet she doesn’t do it
out of grim determination. She actually
seems to love her people. When asked,
once, what she thought her most important task was, she apparently immediately
responded – “investitures”. She enjoys
handing out awards, as she’s interested
in what people have done; and why
they are being decorated for bravery,
service to the community, and so on.
We are all very familiar with her warm
smile and that signature wave – she has
won hearts right around the world. In
particular, she has a deep affection for
the Commonwealth, and has often urged
British politicians to consider Commonwealth interests.
The second thing is that our Queen
has been a figure of steadfastness in an
age of enormous social change. Most
clearly, she has stayed true to those
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values she holds dear – values which
may have been shared by most at the
beginning of her reign; but which are
certainly not lived out by the vast majority sixty years later. She is committed
to faithfulness in marriage. It is obvious
that she and Prince Philip have a happy
marriage, and are no less committed to
loving each other and supporting each
other than they were in their glamorous
twenties, sixty years ago. She is devoted
to her family; and appears to love occasions such as Christmas at Sandringham, or summer holidays at Balmoral in
Scotland, when they all gather. I would
say that the whole country shared her
obvious joy at the family weddings
last year. People queue up for hours
to catch a glimpse of the royal family
appear in carriages on the Mall, or on
the balcony at Buckingham Palace. She

is also, quite obviously, committed to
the Christian faith – not just at the level
of official duty as Supreme Governor of
the Church of England, but also at the
level of personal faith in Christ. If you’ve
ever wondered about that, a careful read
of her Christmas day speeches over the
past few years will indicate a lady who
believes we are sinners in need of salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ.
While the Queen herself has not
changed, we obviously have. Marriages do not last like they used to. Adultery, desertion and divorce have lost the
shame that used to be attached to them;
and young people move in together, attracting little more criticism than a parental murmur that they may be doing
things “the wrong way round”. Children frequently grow up with a series
of “mums” and “dads” who are merely
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60 years of Elizabeth II:
13 British Prime Ministers;
12 Australian Prime Ministers;
16 New Zealand Prime Ministers.
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their mum’s and dad’s boyfriend or girlfriend. The vast majority of people have
accepted this with a shrug – and are
well on the way to accepting the practice of homosexuality as well. Few seem
to mind the deliberate campaign to desensitise us to it.
What the Queen thinks of all this we
seldom hear directly; as she normally
keeps her counsel (to some extent she
has little choice, constitutionally speaking). But increasingly often in her Christmas broadcasts – which she prepares

shortly after the centrepiece of the
Jubilee, the river pageant:
Politicians don’t care for the people.
They merely want something from them
– their vote. The Queen wants nothing
from anyone. Her life is really devoted
to serving the public.
In addition, people feel that the Queen
is grounded. She is a country woman,
rooted in the unchanging landscape of
Britain and its natural rhythms.
Look at what she wears – practical
clothes that never change. She demon-

❝ People

admire the
Queen for standing
firm on values they
have largely jettisoned
themselves, it would
seem. ❞

herself with Prince Philip – she does
say things which give an indication. An
indication of an inner, biblical moral
compass.
What the press said
During the time of the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations last month, there was naturally a lot said by journalists. Much
reflected on the years of the Queen’s
reign; and nearly everyone said how
much they admired the Queen. One
writer, in particular, caught what nearly
all the others were saying.
Melanie Phillips is an experienced,
award-winning journalist who began her
career of the left of the political spectrum
writing for such papers as The Guardian
(of which she was editor from 1984-93)
and New Statesman. During the 1990s,
though, she moved to the right, and she
now writes for the Daily Mail, commenting on political and social issues from a
conservative perspective. Of her change
in views, she says she was a liberal
who was “mugged by reality”. (In this
she somewhat resembles our own New
Zealand Rosemary McLeod.) Melanie
appears to adhere to her Jewish roots,
and also writes on Israel’s problems, frequently criticising liberal Jews. In short,
hers is a prominent, controversial (though
respected) conservative voice.
Melanie is certainly enthusiastic about
the Queen. Here is what she wrote
12

strably does not, and would never, bow
to fashion.
She is therefore utterly, totally, eternally reliable. She embodies authenticity in an age of charlatanry and spin.
Which all goes to show how all the talk
of “toffs” being out of touch is so very
wide of the mark.
The deeper reason people love her –
and they do love her – is that she represents a steadfast point in a tumultuously
changing, often disturbing or terrifying
world. People feel that so much of Britain’s identity and culture is being lost or
trampled underfoot.
For example, the country seems to
have lost to Europe much of its ability
to govern itself. Its economic outlook is
dire. It appears to be steadily destroying its ability to defend itself by military
means. The fundamentals of education,
faith and family have splintered. It no
longer seems to know what its role in
the world should be.
The Queen stands above all of that.
She embodies characteristics that never
change and that the people deeply
admire.
She stands for steadfast Christian belief,
duty and self-discipline. And as the embodiment of the nation, she reflects these
virtues back to the nation and makes it
feel better about itself.1
This is all very interesting. People
admire the Queen for standing firm on

values they have largely jettisoned themselves, it would seem. They like the fact
that she has kept the faith, in her work
and in her personal life, in ways they
themselves have long abandoned. This
inconsistency is worth exploring. It tells
us something about ourselves, and provides a good starting-point for conversation. If I were talking with Melanie,
what would I ask her?
What I would love to say to Melanie
Perhaps I’d start by asking Melanie why
she thinks we admire the Queen for the
qualities she’s mentioned. Things like
Christian belief, duty and self-discipline.
It seems a bit odd, really, that people
should like those things. Usually (or so
we’re told) people who are Christian
and believe in duty and discipline are
cold and uncaring. And yet, Melanie is
sure the Queen “feels for and cares for”
her people. What does she make of the
inconsistency?
Then there is the central paradox that
while we admire the Queen’s values,
we don’t seem to admire them to the
point of living by them ourselves. What
does she make of this? I would love to
engage Melanie in a discussion on the
reasons for this. She may well agree
that instinctively, we know some things
are right and others are wrong. She is
Jewish by background, and though she
may not be religious, she probably has
some respect for the Ten Commandments, and one could begin there. The
fact that God gave us the law to show
us our hearts, and to give us guidance
to live by, is a start. He has also written
moral instincts into our hearts, and thus
we admire good and are repelled by
evil. Our own moral weakness, which
finds virtue “too hard”, may tempt us
to excuse our own failings and those
of others – even to the point of calling
“good evil, and evil good” – but honest,
doubting former liberals, especially those
who have been “mugged by reality”,
will not be satisfied by such re-labelling.
It impresses me that people admire
those who actually live by their principles, even if they don’t believe those
principles themselves. Everyone recognises the Queen as a woman of integrity. She says she is a Christian; and she
attends church regularly. She upholds
Christian principles in what she says and
in what she does. While her own children’s marriages ended in messy divorces, it was obvious she regretted it deeply.
The thing that struck me about other
people’s attitudes to Prince Charles’s
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marriage failure was their almost-universal disapproval. This was in spite of
the fact that vast numbers of the public
have behaved in the same way themselves; and openly excuse both adultery
and divorce. On the other hand, the
Queen’s own marriage has been exemplary, and people admire that.
The big question I would like to ask
Melanie, though, is this: Why don’t
people live like the Queen? If they
admire someone (and the Queen has
always been praised as a great role
model) why wouldn’t they do as she

does? Simply saying that the Queen’s
virtues reflect back on us and make us
“feel better” about ourselves doesn’t
satisfy. Everyone, in their heart of hearts,
feels this inconsistency and knows human
virtue is not transferable. The problem, of
course, is our sin. People don’t believe
the Christian faith, go to church, do their
duty to their wives and children, and
act in self-sacrificing ways because they
don’t want to. They want to turn their
backs on God; they disdain the idea of
church; they love themselves more than
their wives and children. We need – as

the Queen rightly observed in her last
Christmas broadcast – to be saved from
ourselves. It is only when we recognise
that, and believe in the God who came
to save us, that we can start living like
this person we so admire. That’s what
I would love to say to Melanie.
God save our gracious Queen.
Notes

1 Melanie Philips, “This was the Britain we feared
we’d lost… in full sail once more”, Daily Mail,
4th June, 2012.

How Christians can be after Africa’s
Moslems
John Rogers
(editing Eric Kayayan)
The July issue of FF carried a very interesting article entitled ‘Why Terrorists are
after Africa’s Christians’ and I trust as a
result, we have all been praying more.
I submitted an article to your editor on
the subject of the ‘Arab Spring’ by Noel
Weeks to help give further perspective,
also with regard to how we pray. I am
still thinking about our prayers. Hopefully this article will help you pray more
specifically and pointedly.
The first time our Synod sent me to
the Synods of the Reformed Churches of
South Africa in 2000, I met the Rev. Eric
Kayayan. He is a minister of the Reitvellei
RC in Pretoria, in special service, that
of radio ministry to francophone Africa,
Quebec and France. It is an excellent
ministry and a wonderful opportunity has
recently come up right on the frontline
of the battle for Africa for Christ against
Islam, in Mali.
But first, a little background: Eric
Kayayan’s grandparents fled Armenia
about 1914, so avoiding the Armenian
massacre which followed, settled in
Greece and later found their way to
France. From the website of Foi et Vie
(in English, Reformed Faith & Life; RFL),
http://www.foi-vie.org.za, (edited).
In 1969, the Rev. AR Kayayan (Eric’s
father), was approached by ‘The Back to
God Hour’ to produce radio broadcasts to
be aired in Quebec, and in 1976 became
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BTGH’s full-time French broadcaster,
while remaining in Paris with his family.
The French radio-ministry spread over the
whole of France and then, progressively,
to French-speaking Africa via Short Wave
Radio. Via such as TransWorld Radio,
FEBA Radio and Radio Elwa, many radio
programs of Perspectives Réformées (as
the French radio ministry of the BTGH
was known) were aired in Central, West,
and East Africa. The steady and intense
production of literature designed to
equip pastors, elders, evangelists, and
all believers, as well as numerous visits
on the African continent (especially in
former Zaïre, today the DRC), fulfilled
this ministry carried on by Aaron and
Carmen Kayayan. Correspondence with
listeners of the radio broadcasts and
visits to Africa intensified, as well as the
production of TV programs.
One of the fruits of this intense and
visionary activity was the foundation
of the Reformed Confessing Church in
Zaïre in 1984, with the support of the
Reformed Church in the United States
(RCUS). Other Reformed Churches in
French-speaking Africa were also founded,
notably in Benin and Togo.
Eric continues the ministry under the
supervision of the session of the Rietvellei
Reformed Church in Pretoria and a
board in the USA (mainly URC, RCUS
people; the Rev. Prof. Mark van der Hart
of Mid-America Reformed Seminary is
on the board).
Two years ago, Eric came in contact

with several radio stations in Mali. Mali
has an Islamic government but supports
Christian radio because Christian stations
are seen both by people and government as spreading a message of peace,
uplifting communities, unlike Muslims
who tend to become verbally aggressive,
not only towards other religious groups,
but also among themselves. How wonderful is that?! What a testimony. During
the last two decades, no fewer than 45
Christian radio stations have been established in Mali. Amazingly enough,
the Malian government (consisting entirely of Muslims, albeit superficially so),
favours the development of Christian
radio while it indirectly blocks the access
of Muslims to local frequencies on the
FM band. Despite the present troubles,
this freedom still exists.
Recently, a few of our churches were
able to contribute to a special offering
for various items of radio equipment
needed for these radio stations in a very
poor but strategic country. We cannot all
contribute to every ‘cause’ but we can
at least all pray. Eric believes that good
Christian radio in Mali could make a
real contribution to stemming the flow
of Islam down the African continent.
Indeed, if we’ve got just a grain of
mustard seed’s faith, we should expect
it to turn the tide back!
His first contact with Mali was when
a radio station in the town of Kayes (SW
Mali) asked for programmes in order to
air them in this predominantly Muslim
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region situated in the heart of West
Africa. Further requests followed, then
a visit to several Christian FM stations
operating in quite precarious conditions.
Mali is plagued by a half dormant
rebellion of Tuareg people from the
northern regions (Sahara desert), a
situation worsened by the growth of
AQMI, the local branch of Al-Qaeda. To
complicate things, the fall of Muammar
Khaddafi’s regime has brought back to
Mali many Malians who had fought for

comprising hundreds of villages. With a
second transmitter, this coverage could
be doubled. Then neighbouring countries
such as Senegal, Guinea Conakry, and
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania would
easily be reached deep inside their
borders. Kanuyah airs RFL two hours a
day, and is committed to serious biblical
teaching in order to bring the light of the
Gospel to populations which have never
had access to it before: for centuries,
practices ranging from polygamy to

❝ “I

am of the opinion
that the 45 Christian
radio stations … have the
potential to considerably
slow down the advance
of Islam in West Africa
and southwards, IF they
are used optimally and
have enough means to
operate properly. ❞

him and have left Libya heavily armed:
they are increasingly joining desert
gangs, Al-Qaeda, or whatever other
group scouring the wide Sahel strip that
stretches from Mauritania to Sudan. The
South and West regions remain quite
safe. In such conditions, running a
Christian radio in a town like Timbuktu
(north-central) – where militant Muslims
sometimes force people to recite verses
of the Quran, beating them up if they
don’t comply – is a real challenge.
Radio Espoir, for example, in the
capital Bamako, airs RFL programmes
every morning . The Rev. Maurice
Sogoba, a well respected pastor nationwide, regularly seen on TV (anchorman
of a Christian programme running every
Saturday), receives very positive feedback from RFL broadcasts, notably from
educated Muslims who are thirsty for a
different type of religious message. (Interesting; reminds me one of Noel Week’s
comments about Islam becoming deeply
unpopular in Iran.)
Radio Kanuyah FM Sollo in Manantali,
SW Mali, broadcasts within a radius
of over 120 miles and covers an area
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sexual mutilation of little girls have been
strengthened, rather than discouraged, by
Islam. However, the regular broadcasting
of RFL has definitely impacted the
populations: the practice of Islam is
in decline to the great dismay of local
imams (rather uneducated) who try to
exercise pressure on Radio Kanuyah,
insisting that that they should be allowed
to air their Muslim message, which is of
course out of the question!
While the current politics of Western
nations seems to contribute directly or
indirectly to the growth of Islam everywhere in Africa, the Kingdom of God
can be effectively preached via local FM
stations in Mali and elsewhere. Opportunities are real, exciting, and cannot be
neglected while our Lord leaves a door
open for the proclamation of his liberating Gospel. Millions of people in these
countries need to hear it!
Eric himself writes: “I am of the
opinion that the 45 Christian radio stations currently running in Mali without
hindrance and even with the positive
appraisal of local as well as national authorities (all of them nominal Moslems!)

have the potential to considerably slow
down the advance of Islam in West
Africa and southwards, IF they are used
optimally and have enough means to
operate properly. Something similar to
what happened in Uganda (a moral uplifting of the country through the work
of the churches) could also start in Mali
through Christian radio proclaiming faithfully God’s Word. Already imams are not
replaced when they die, mosques tend
to become empty, people are discovering a message of hope and new perspectives for their individual lives (and
the lives of their communities) which
never reached them before – for centuries! But some of these stations are in
great need of some new equipment as
indicated above.
“There is also another possibility
which could enormously enhance the
work and impact of Christian radio
in Mali (and elsewhere in Africa): the
production of programs for community development from a Christian perspective. The authorities welcome this
kind of program and their production
as well as broadcasting would increase
the status of Christian radio. Communities would support them even more
than now. Everybody would see that
Christians care for people’s education.
There are always radical Islamists who
want to see Christian stations disappearing (or being taken over by themselves).
Only if local authorities and communities support Christian radio, will such a
danger be averted. For this to happen
effectively, the concrete involvement of
these radio stations with community development must grow.
“I have even been asked to look for
(or even produce) programs designed
to improve the knowledge of French,
because people’s level of French is
rapidly decreasing (apparently the French
embassy in Bamako does not know what
to do about it!). It is very difficult for me
to dedicate my time to the production
of this kind of material, even though I
used to teach French at Potch University
and I am capable of doing something of
the like. Perhaps a series of programs
where syntax and grammar questions
are explained with texts taken from the
Bible in French (read and explained
grammatically) is the solution. It will
help people memorise Scripture portions
while using the sentences of the biblical
text to illustrate language issues.
“Another field where a solid contribution can be made is that of the environment. A friend of mine from the NW
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University in South Africa specialises in
environmental studies. He himself produces a very popular radio programme
in Afrikaans which is aired every Saturday morning in South Africa (RSG). He
has an unashamedly Christian approach
to all these issues. We have already
agreed to come together so that I can
gather the kind of information and perspectives needed to write and record
radio programmes with new content.
One concrete example: Western Mali
and Senegal are rapidly becoming gold
mining fields (with all kinds of evils attached to it, such as children’s labour
etc.). Environmental problems caused by
gold mining are well known to my friend,

who does regular audits of gold mines,
and it is likely that similar situations will
or have already arisen in Western Mali
(he has already done audits of gold mines
there, so the area and its problems are
well known to him). Explaining things to
people, suggesting solutions within the
broad norm given to us in Gen. 2:15 is
– in short – the goal.
“I wish I could involve other field specialists, dealing with other areas. If they
would write short and clearly pedagogical
texts (12-13 minutes long), these could
be translated into French, recorded, and
then distributed to all these FM stations
(not just in Mali but everywhere in francophone Africa, where RFL is already on

the air, from Madagascar to Benin, from
the DRC to Burundi) and of course, on
short and medium waves via the powerful transmitters of TransWorldRadio and
FEBA, two Christian broadcasting organisations with whom I collaborate closely.
“As you can see, the opportunities here are endless and exciting. As
a session, we heartily recommend this
special offering to you.”
Mr John Rogers is the minister of the
Word and Sacraments in the Reformed
Church of North Shore.
Mr Eric Kayayan is a Minister in special
service of the Reitvellei RC in Pretoria.

Spring storms
Many outcomes are possible across the ‘Arab Spring’.
Noel Weeks
Anybody who thinks history is irrelevant should follow closely the events
consuming many Arab countries at the
moment and the attitudes of Western
governments and commentators to those
events. It can be argued that the West
is seeing the events in terms of its own
dominant theory of history and ignoring
the alternate possibilities.
The Western hailing of the turmoil
as a ‘Spring’ flows from reading the
movements as democratic with all that
connotes in the Western mind: free,
progressive, secular. In turn that flows
from a theory that sees democracy as
the inevitable direction of history. The
Arab world is following us in demanding freedom and rights.
A little knowledge of history, especially of history as experienced by Arab
peoples, might allow other possibilities.
And that is not to deny the reality of
Western influences in what is happening.
As a start this is not the first movement
in living memory which owes something
to Western influence. When European
imperial powers such as Britain, France
and Italy withdrew progressively after
World War II from the sections of the
Arab world they had dominated, Arab
thinkers saw the possibility of the resurgence of Arabic culture and power to
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the position of influence it had known
in the Middle Ages. Coming together
in that movement were memories of
the former greatness of Arab civilisation,
the importation of nationalistic ideas
from the West and a sense of resentment at the outside powers which had
held them in subjection during the age
of European empires.
Since the great age of Arab power
had been under Islam, that was the
model, yet the movement was not sectarian. One of the founders was Michel

Aflaq, who was a member of an Arabic-speaking church whose lineage goes
all the way back to the church of the
Eastern Roman Empire. The aim was to
unite Christian and Muslim, Sunni and
Shi’ite, in a movement whose characteristics were that it was Arab, nonsectarian and democratic. Hence arose
Pan-Arabism, the United Arab Republic
and the Ba’ath Party.
What happened to that great dream?
Saddam Hussein and the Assad family
in Syria were, or are, the remnants of

Anti-government demonstrations in Homs. en.wikipedia.org
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it, claiming Ba’ath affiliation. Yet both
represent a form of military dictatorship built around a religious minority. If
there is a remnant of the Ba’ath lineage
it is in their attitude of toleration to the
Christian church. Egypt and Libya were
also military dictatorships. The fall of
Saddam unleashed a wave of persecution of Christians in Iraq that forced a
very large proportion to flee the country.
There is a very real prospect that the
same could happen in Syria, if Assad
falls. There are ominous signs of a similar
threat in the new Egypt.
There are unavoidable questions
arising from this history. Some actions of
the Pan-Arabists may not have pleased
some in the West, such as Nasser’s nationalisation of the Suez Canal, but on
the whole its objective was Westernstyle governments. Why in country after
country were they replaced by military
dictatorships? Is relatively stable democracy not the future to which all must
come, but rather the product of special
circumstances?
Looking at countries such as Japan
and India, it would be foolish to argue
that Christianity is the sole preparation
for democracy, but one can argue that
it is one such preparation. Of course
Western governments and commentators determined on secularisation and
immorality cannot allow that democracy
might need an ethos, for which Christianity is a preparation.
Yet a lapse back into military dictatorship is not the only possibility.
The great Arabic culture of the Middle

Ages produced a brilliant analysis of
the dynamics of the Islamic cultures
of western North Africa: The Muqaddimah (Introduction to History) by Ibn
Khaldun. He observed that dynasties
tended to become corrupt and senile,
estranged from the population and oppressive. As that happened so their grip
on power slackened until there arose a
group united by a purer religious faith.
That group would overthrow the old
and corrupt dynasty and establish their
own, which in turn would eventually
succumb to the same cycle.
A prominent British Jewish figure, Lord
Jonathan Sacks, has suggested that Ibn
Khaldun is a significant influence upon
al-Qaeda. A movement motivated by
Islam defeated the Russians in Afghanistan and, partly as a consequence of that
defeat, Soviet Communism collapsed.
Now they are fighting against corrupt
Western governments and also against
the corrupt regimes which support the
West, such as in Saudi Arabia and Yemen.
I have no special insight into the motivations of al-Qaeda, but the significant
thing is that the dynamics of that movement conform to the pattern recognized
by Ibn Khaldun: a revolutionary movement inspired by a ‘purer’ form of Islam
that seeks to overthrow regimes it sees
as corrupt and those who support them.
Let us not deny the fact that their
view of many Arab governments and
particularly of the West as corrupt is
plausible. One of the immediate consequences of the Allied attack on Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq was the flood of pornog-
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My home – my
castle … ?

raphy unleashed upon the country. Such
corruption is symptomatic of the West
in the eyes of strict Muslims, and they
are not wrong.
Therefore one of the possible consequences of what is happening in the
‘Arab Spring’ is the establishment of Islamicist movements in power. There is
evidence that that is what is happening
in Libya where one of the first acts of
the new regime was to legalise polygamy, which Gaddafi had opposed. It is
ironic that this is the country where the
West played the greatest role in defeating the old regime.
I spoke previously of Christianity as
providing the conditions for successful democracy. One of those preconditions is that the successful party must
govern for the good of, and in the interests of, the whole nation; not just
of the group which supported it. That
flows from God’s command to us to do
good to all men. That Christian ethos
is not commonly accepted. Where sectarian and tribal mentalities prevail the
more common thing is to punish the
opponents.
A radical Islamic party winning means
persecution. In turn that means the party
presently in power must use all means
to stay in power, knowing that to lose
power is a death sentence. Hence the
brutality with which the Alawis in Syria
and the Sunnis in the Gulf states have
clung to power. That is not to approve
what has happened there. It is simply
asking whether the West has a practical
contingency plan, if a change of government in any of those places unleashes
a blood bath.
There is another alternative. Many
people in these countries do not want
Islam, particularly the more legalistic forms of Islam. That may be partly
because they have been influenced by
Western secularism, but it also flows
from experience. Islam is now deeply
unpopular in Iran. Hence a great interest in Christianity that at the moment is
being held down by political and social
pressure. Mass turnings to Christ are a
real possibility. Please note that that anticipation is coming from native Christians involved in these countries.
So what will be the outcome of the
‘Arab Spring’? Military dictatorships,
maybe immediately, maybe as a result
of attempts at democracy descending
into chaos? Or radical Islamic regimes
opposed to the church, to the West and
to forms of Islam that are not their form;
hence persecution and mass migrations
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such as has happened with Christians
from Iraq as a result of the bungled
Western attack? Or revival of the church
and turning to Christ whether directly or
in reaction to legalistic Islam? Maybe an
Islam-wide war of Sunni against Shi’ite

with stupid Western governments taking
sides? We simply do not know what will
happen and all these outcomes are quite
possible in different places. Personally, I
would put Western-style democracies as
lowest on the list of possibilities.

Professor Noel Weeks is a member
of the Christian Reformed Churches
of Australia and lectures in history
at Sydney University. Australian
Presbyterian, Summer, 2012

he Reformed Church. Although we are
excited about moving to Dunedin, we
leave a part of our hearts behind, having
learned to love you as a church community. May God richly bless you for all the
support you have given us this past year.
May others coming in feel as welcomed
and part of this church as we have been.
The Stolte family (Erik, Georgina, Juliette,
Johanna, Jacob, Rebekkah, Georgia, Phillip,
Emmaleigh and Judah Stolte.)
The final examination of Erik Stolte by
Christchurch Presbytery is planned for
Saturday, 22 September, in Dunedin. By
sustaining this examination Erik will be
approved for ordination as a minister of
the Word and Sacraments. Please pray
for the Stolte family as they complete
their shift to Dunedin, and for Erik as
he makes the necessary preparations for
his final exam.

mence on a redesigned layout for the
church facilities.

Focus on home
Harriet Haverland

Gleanings
from our
bulletins…
BIRTHS
Nugteren, Felix Nathaniel – a son born
to Andrew and Lydia – July 14th (Wellington)
Mc Donald, Georgie Sophia – a daughter born to Ben and Maria – July 12th
(Hamilton)
Schouten, Juliette Beth – a daughter
born to Jono and Anna – July 16 (Bishopdale)
Sterne, Toby – a son born to Tim and
Natalie – July 3rd (Bishopdale)

PROFESSIONS OF FAITH
North Shore: Alida Voschezang
Palmerston North: Anna Minnee
Wellington: Anton Oosterbaan

DEATHS
Alberts, Gre (Grietje) – July 18th (Christchurch)

MINISTERS AND CHURCH
WORKERS
Bucklands Beach: As announced the
outcome of the vote taken at the congregational meeting demonstrated that
the vast majority of our members were
in favour of extending the call to the
Rev Leo de Vos. He was duly informed
of our decision to extend a call to him
to come over and serve the Lord as our
pastor. The formal letter of call has been
sent to him.
Thank you from the Stoltes: We would
like to express our sincere thanks and
appreciation for all that you have done
for us in this past year. We were joyfully welcomed into your midst and we
immediately felt at home in the PukekoFaith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012

MISSIONS
Christchurch: Finally, it’s here, the week
of our departure to “Sunny” Tonga. DV.
We leave via Auckland to spend time
doing building and maintenance work at
St Andrews High School in Nukualofa,
Tongatapu. This school is a ‘Church’
school. It has a proud history, and in
its time has produced many community
leaders, currently though, the school
is doing less well. The standard of
teaching is not high, and the standard
of buildings and equipment is worse.

60 Years Together

CHURCH BUILDINGS
Bishopdale: Progress report. The foundation for the new part of the building is
now well underway. We also give thanks
that building consent from the Christchurch City Council for the amended
plans came through this week. You
should also be aware that the public use
certificate for the building limits numbers
to a maximum of 50 people until building is completed.
Masterton: The Building Committee
has fulfilled their mandate and was discharged and thanked for their work
done. Homeleigh has been taken off the
market. The matter is back in the hands
of COA who will investigate the need
for an engineering report and also will
look at a maintenance continuation plan
and/or upgrading plan for the building.
Palmerston North: The building committee are working through the logistics
of emptying out the Church building.
From then on we will be worshipping
at Winchester School.
Wellington: Session will be presenting a
proposal at the AGM for work to com-

We give thanks and praise to God
for the 60th Wedding Anniversary
of our parents and grandparents

Len and Ann van Trigt
13th September 1952
1 Cor 13
Brent van Trigt
David
Karen and Rob de Feyter
Hannah, Rachel, Julia
Judith and Phil Popping
Otis, Jed
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It was badly damaged during the 2010
cyclone and has not had the funds to
do repairs. It currently has about 450
pupils. During June and July there are
teams from various churches around New
Zealand going to be at the school to
assist with teaching, teacher training and
support, and building and maintenance
work. This will be a completely new
experience for us, but we are looking
forward to experiencing a new culture
and helping to make a difference. We
plan to make a DVD which we hope
to show you on our return. John and
Sam Bangma, Andrew Capill, Bryce
Janssen, Eddy, Sarah, Andrew and Kate
Van Leeuwen, Rodney Heesterman and
Thomas Littlejohn.
Silverstream: Rev Barry and Mrs Anne
James will give a presentation on their last
“tour of duty” with pictures and stories
from Mbale, Uganda. Please come along
one and all for what we expect will be
an interesting and engaging night.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Silverstream “Operation Space: A Close
Encounter with God’s Word” was the
theme for the Holiday Bible Club this
week and it was a jam packed 3 hours
from Tuesday to Friday. On average there
were 45 children every morning ranging
from 4 to 12 years old. They were entertained with a biblically based space
themed play and were taught God’s
truth going through B.A.S.I.C. training
as Space Cadets...Book of Books; Abso-

lute Authority; Salvation Story; Incredible Impact; Cadet Challenge. We sung
praises to God, made fantastic Cosmic
Crafts and enjoyed the Galactic Games.
We were even treated to Stellar Snacks
everyday for morning tea. On Friday for
lunch we had a BBQ and a wonderful
time of fellowship with the children’s
parents, grandparents and siblings.

CAMPS & CONFERENCES
Bishopdale: Women’s Retreat – enjoy
a time of fellowship in Hanmer Springs.
We plan to stay Friday night and come
back sometime Saturday.
Family Camp enrolments are now open.
Go to http://rcnzonline.com/familycamp/ to enrol, have a look at last year’s
photos, and info on this year’s camp.
Early bird discount closes 30 September, so book soon!
South Island Youth Ski Camp: Attention all ski bunnies in the senior youth!
The Mainland Regional Youthwork Committee is hosting the annual snow trip!
Keep the weekend free for a time of
fun and fellowship.
Wellington: Just letting you all know
that church camp has been booked for
the weekend of 26-28 October 2012 at
Brookfield Outdoor Education Centre so
mark it in your diaries! We are already
looking forward to a weekend of fellowship and fun, and we will let you know
further details closer to the date.
Young Adults’ Convention (YAC): Save

Invites former members and friends
to come and celebrate with us
25 Years of God’s faithfulness
Date:

24th November 2012

Place:

Masterton Reformed Church, 37 Herbert Street, Masterton

Time:



2pm for a family afternoon tea and games for everyone.



7.30pm for a semi-formal coffee and dessert evening
reflecting on the past 25 years. Adults and youth over 15 are
welcome.

RSVP:

by 31st October 2012 to hdatema@clear.net.nz or Ph 06 378 9341

“For His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is
Your faithfulness.” Lam 3:22b-23
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the date for this year’s YAC at Lakeview
Bible Camp, Rotorua, from 7 to 10 September. Rev. John Haverland from Pukekohe is leading the studies on “How to
Read Your Bible”. YAC is for all young
adults aged 18 to 30-something, and has
our relationship with God as its ultimate
focus. Roel and Nellie Voschezang will
again be our wonderful camp cooks.

CLASSES & COURSES
Avondale: The Adult Education class will
begin a new study on the inspiration
and authority of the Bible. What does
the Bible claim about itself? Why should
we believe that the Bible is the Word of
God? Are we still able to uphold an inerrant and infallible Bible in the face of
the challenges of our post-modern and
post-Christian society? Come join us as
we consider these foundational questions.
Dovedale: Fearfully and wonderfully
made – that’s you He means!” – Dovedale Reformed Church will be hosting
“The Making of a Masterpiece,” an acclaimed multi-media interactive presentation that reveals some of the many
wonders that God has wrought within
the human body during the first nine
months of life. Stunning photos and
video sequences reveal this previously
hidden world in all its glory. Guaranteed
to be family-friendly, medically accurate,
Scriptural and great fun, this is a Godhonouring presentation that you’ll be
proud to bring your friends and family
along to. Check it out at www.masterpiece.org.nz.
Hastings: Church leadership training
course and men’s breakfast – A series
of church leadership training sessions is
being organised for men of all ages on
Saturday mornings.
Hastings: A profession of faith course is
being offered for those who are interested in learning more about saving faith
and the privileges and responsibilities of
church membership. If you would like
to come, please contact Pastor Waldron.
The class is open to everyone; whether
or not you desire to publically profess
faith at this time. The sessions aim to
cover these topics:
• The source and content of faith (covering the Bible, Apostles’ Creed, Reformed
Confessions)
• The Foundation of faith (covering the
covenant, baptism and covenant community)
• The Service of faith (covering love
for the Lord, sanctification and Christian service)
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• The Bond of faith (covering church
government and membership)
Masterton: Men’s dessert evening:
“Office Bearers in the church, what does
that mean?” is our discussion topic for
the night. Interested? Come and join
in for some dessert, fellowship, study
and discussion on Friday evening in the
church. All men, young and old, are encouraged to attend.
North Shore: Session plans to conduct
a church leadership course for all men,
young or older. We plan to hold it in
conjunction with Men’s Breakfasts so
it will be held fortnightly. We would
expect to begin with breakfast and then
have the study.
North Shore: Hibiscus Coast Fellowship – If you are living in or around
the Hibiscus Coast, please join us as
we meet on Wednesday evening 11
July at 7:30pm for a time of fellowship and Bible study. We are starting
a study on grace as it is explained in
the gospel of John.

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES
Palmerston North: Talent Show/Concert
Fundraising Evening – As we have many
young and not so young musically talented people in our church a Talent
Show/Concert Evening fundraiser has
been planned (instrumental or vocal,
solo, trio, group, etc). We would like
to invite the congregation and the local
community to this so volunteers will be
required for a letterbox leaflet drop.
Pukekohe: Church Garage Sale: A
Church Garage Sale will be held at the
church to raise money for the church
building fund. Mr & Mrs David and Waltraud Hill have generously donated the
remaining possessions of their house to
be sold for this fund. If you have any
good quality items that you are willing
to donate toward this garage sale please
hold on to them till closer to the date
(furniture and bric-a-brac only; no books,
footwear or clothing please).

go home. Last years venue in Masterton was a great success so we plan to
have it there again.
Pukekohe Youth Soccer Tournament:
It’s the time of year again so make a
team of six (+ subs) – teams must have
2 girls and may only have 1 player over
25. The cost is $15 and a BBQ lunch is
provided. Last year Wellington took the
trophy so it’s time to get it back to its
rightful home in Auckland!

ACTIVITIES
Avondale – The Session has encouraged
the establishment of a women’s ministry committee to oversee the various
women’s ministries of the congregation,
including the women’s fellowship committee and the morning and evening
women’s bible studies. The Women’s
Ministry Committee will also oversee a
meals coordinator team to encourage
mutual care and encouragement within
the congregation.
Hukanui: All members and friends are
invited to a Bonfire and BBQ. Bring
yourself, friends, sufficient meat, a salad,
perhaps a dessert and be prepared to
enjoy fellowship with one another and
have some fun.
Masterton: Fifth Friday Fellowship – We
had an overwhelming positive response
to the Fish and Chips evening so FFF
is ON! At special request from several
people, the next one will be a TALENT
EVENING. Of course, we would like to
see everybody involved, so now is the
time to start thinking. We look forward

to see skits from many different church
groups, individuals, families and friends.
North Shore: We regularly have about
30 families attending “Mainly Music”
each week and it has been necessary
to start a waiting list which is very encouraging.
North Shore: Calling all silver surfers!
The youth group are putting on a Young
at Heart evening. Come dressed up like
the youth from today and us youth will
try our best to imitate your style. Dinner
and entertainment will be provided by
the youth group.
Palmerston North: Hey there all
Palmerston Northian RC youths. Ready
to try a bit of ice skating?!!?!! Whoop!
Palmy has a fantastic bit of ice in the
square, and we really should make
the most of it while it’s here. (The ice
rink looks amazing at night under the
colourful lights.)
Pukekohe’s Got Talent: We will be
holding a talent evening for the Stolte’s
farewell. There will be dessert afterwards,
and we ask that each family please bring
a plate to contribute towards this.
Wainuiomata: – Mid Winter Dinner –
This year we have the added pleasure
of not having to cook our dinner! Allan
Saunders has kindly offered to cook the
dinner for us, with some able helpers
assisting him in this huge task.
Wellington: Please remember to fill
out your Guess who’s coming to dinner
form. We would love to see everyone
getting involved, and the feedback from
last year was that it was a great event!

TOURNAMENTS
Volleyball tournament 2012: This year
again it is open to all the churches
in the North Island and is being run
as a fundraiser for Hutt Valley Christian School and Silverstream Christian
School. The teams will be split up into
two categories – social and competitive teams. This will hopefully alleviate some teams having to come a long
distance, play a couple of games and
Faith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012
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Ministers’ & Wives’ Conference 2012
I have no doubt that I speak on behalf of
all the ministers and wives in the RCNZ
when I say that our last ministers and
wives conference (21-26 May 2012) was
one of the best we ever had. The venue
was good, and the keynote speaker and
other speakers were very encouraging
and their messages very uplifting.
This was the first time that our conference was held at the Silverstream
Retreat in Upper Hutt – even just that
was a huge improvement! This retreat is
a partly renovated old military complex.
All of us had accommodation in one
wing of the complex where we also
had our breakfasts and lectures. We had
central heating (even in the hallways)

and well renovated modern bathrooms
with enough showers – just right for a
large group like ours!
Talking of a large group – apart from
one couple, we were all there in large
numbers. Even some retired ministers
and vicars attended. Thus, we were
blessed to have with us also Carl and
Joyce Larsen and John Goris (he read
to us some of his most recent, heartwarming, poems), and Vicar Jan-Erik
Stolte with his wife, Georgina.
It was a good time of bonding .
Indeed, among us we felt a great sense
of unity fostered and fuelled by all sorts
of activities – from a series of excellent
“ice-breaker” games, filled with laughter,

to the more serious moments of devotions and marvellous lectures.
The weather, too, was a great help:
it was mostly fine which allowed us to
walk, undisturbed from rain or mud, to
the dining hall for lunch and dinner. Yes,
you read correctly – lunch and dinner,
because we did our own breakfasts.
And shall we ever forget the highlights
of breakfast: the Kloostermans’ scrambled eggs, and the waffles by Carol and
Leo de Vos!
Our keynote speaker was Peter Brain
who has been a pastor for more than
36 years in the Anglican Church in Australia, serving in dioceses in Sydney, Adelaide, Perth and Armidale (where he is
now Bishop). The Lord certainly blessed
and encouraged us all through the rich,
yet fun-filled, lectures of this very engaging speaker. Peter Brain covered, among
others, the following topics with us:
The importance of self-care
The pastor’s family
Sexual temptation in the ministry
Justification by faith practically
applied in the minister’s life
Burnout
Depression doesn’t have to be
depressing
Because Peter Brain has a real pastor’s “heart,” we as pastors, who mostly
don’t get pastored, felt absolutely minis-

Keynote speaker, Mr Peter Brain.
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tered to, uplifted and most encouraged
for our tasks.
Our free time came in the afternoons
when some played golf, some others
went fishing, and yet some others went
for walks in the Kaitoke Regional Park. At
times, much of the free time was spent
in the lounge/dining room playing board
games – an excellent way of creating the
right atmosphere for chatting and sharing
some “deeper” things!
As for the golf, Tim Rott won the
“RCNZ Pastors’ Masters” and received
a beautiful trophy.
“The Cliffs” near Masterton attracted
the fishermen among us. They were Dirk
van Garderen, Paul Archbald, Daniel
Wilson, and Peter Brain (our keynote
speaker). The men caught 2 “keepers.”
Dirk, who was fly-fishing, caught some
more, but they were all tiddlers.
The two parties of bush-walkers that
went on two different days to “Rivendell” (the site where certain scenes from
the Lord of the Rings were shot) almost
had more success than the fishermen.
Both parties encountered “elf 14” from
the Lord of the Rings movies. On both
occasions, he was leading a guided
tour. He even put his elf-ears on for the
second party.
However, this was not all that happened in our time slot of relaxation. Part
of our free time came in handy for some
ministers who used the opportunity to
do a bit of work for the synodical committees for which they have been appointed. The deputies to the RTC and
the CRCA-synod (John Haverland and

Michael Willemse) used the Friday-afternoon free time to give the rest of us a
solid face-to-face update on their recent
visit to Australia.
Our Evening sessions were filled by
internal speakers.
On the Tuesday night, Alan Douma
(very passionate about their missionary
work in PNG) opened up for us again
the importance of cross-cultural evangelism/ministry and some of the hardships
and joys they are going through.
On the Wednesday night, Tim Rott
kept us captivated for more than an
hour as he gave an engaging and insightful overview of his years of ministry as
chaplain of the US marines on board the
big US naval vessels. He shared, among
other things, his pastoral experiences

The Ministers’and Wives’ equivalent to the
PGA – the coveted “RCNZ Pastor’s Masters”.
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during the first Gulf War. His wife, Georgette, gave witness of the Lord’s strength
as He upheld her and the family during
the long months of Tim’s absence.
On the Thursday night, Dirk van
Garderen passionately shared some
highlights from his 40 yrs in ministry.
What an encouragement for those of
us who have been in Christian ministry
for only a short time! How daunting it
must have been for Dirk and Gonnie
when they started off in ministry – he
only around 22yrs of age and Gonnie
even younger. Yet, they were called to
serve some real “stalwarts” of the Reformed Church in Adelaide. But what
we learned with great joy from this
couple is that the Lord always strength-

ens and equips those whom He has
called!
On the Friday night, we were visited
by New Zealand representatives of Voice
of the Martyrs. Among others, they
showed us pictures of Christians who,
about two years ago, were persecuted
in the Orissa province in India. What an
eye-opener to hear and see how these
people do not necessarily ask for financial aid but for prayer – also: how they
pray for God’s un-persecuted church!
Ah! One evening (I forgot which
one), after the speaker for the night had
shared his message, we also watched
the very gripping and uplifting movie,
“Courageous,” made by Sherwood Pictures (Albany, Georgia, USA), the same

company that did “Flywheel,” “Facing
the Giants,” and “Fireproof” – very good!
As I conclude, allow me a few words
of thanks to all the congregations of
the RCNZ who have allowed the space
and time for us to meet together, to
be spiritually and emotionally fed (of
course, physically too – J). Also: a word
of thanks especially to the Nugteren
couple of Wellington who stood at the
lead in organising this most beautiful
conference. Through your kindness, as
RCNZ congregations, and their organising efforts the Lord has again strengthened His servants in the RCNZ.

belief in a literal Adam and Eve with sophisticated scientific counterclaims, will
your confidence be shaken? Did Adam
and Eve Really Exist? is a valuable resource for anyone interested in reflecting further upon this important subject.
Collins painstakingly expounds passages in Scripture that speak of Adam
and Eve, demonstrating that the traditional understanding of our first parents
is the view articulated or presupposed
in Genesis, by Paul, and above all by
Jesus in the Gospels. These texts require
a historical Adam and Eve for their “truth
value.” Collins also shows how these texts
are part of the overarching, worldviewshaping story of creation, fall, redemption, and consummation. It is necessary,
Collins insists, to appreciate the way in
which the traditional understanding of
Adam and Eve is an “irremovable” part
of the Bible, underlying and controlling the entire story line from Genesis
to Revelation.
Collins goes on to show how the
traditional understanding of Adam and
Eve provides a meaningful explanation
for everyday moral and religious experience (e.g., the recognition of human
uniqueness and dignity, the sense that
something is wrong with us, the yearning
for justice, and the hunger for things to
be better). The only satisfying explanation is the one given in the Bible, which
enables believers to affirm and understand these intuitions.
Finally, how should we think about
Genesis and science? What about current

theories on the origin of the human race?
Collins deals with these and related questions in chapter 5. His tone is tentative
and latitudinarian. His proposed “bounds
of sound thinking” are broad and inclusive. In the end, we are left with “many
uncertainties.” But these uncertainties,
Collins reassures us, “in no way undermine our right to hold fast to the Biblical
story line with full confidence.”
In sum, current scientific evidence
does not require us to abandon a historical Adam and Eve. Making sense of the
world and human experience requires a
historical Adam and Eve. And, above all,
making sense of the biblical narrative requires a historical Adam and Eve. Collins
presents a compelling case for these conclusions. At particular points along the
way, readers are likely to find room for
disagreement with his argument. I certainly did. But, as Bunyan once wrote,
“None throws away the apple for the
core.” Therefore, to the extent that this
scholarly study inspires confidence in the
traditional understanding of Adam and
Eve, we owe Collins a debt of gratitude.
New Horizons, March 2012

Report and pictures by
Pieter van Huyssteen

Focus on books
Did Adam and Eve Really Exist?
Who They Were and Why You
Should Care
by C. John Collins
Reviewed by: Chad E. Bond

C. John Collins has already published
several studies on the interpretation of
Genesis and the relationship between
science and theology. His goal in this
book is to demonstrate that the traditional understanding of Adam and Eve
is worthy of our confidence and to show
why it must be retained.
We know that Adam and Eve really
did exist, because the Bible tells us so.
But next time someone tells you he could
never be a Christian because Genesis
1-3 poses a serious intellectual stumbling
block, will you be prepared to make a
defense? Next time someone attacks your
22

God’s Alphabet For Life
by Joel R. Beeke and Heidi
Boorsma
Reviewed by: Cara Reynolds
While God’s Word is the best devotional
reading, it is helpful to supplement the
Bible with devotionals like God’s AlphaFaith in Focus Volume 39/8 September 2012

Please join us at the…

Christchurch
Reformation
Conference 2012
2-3 November
bet for Life, by Joel R. Beeke and Heidi
Boorsma. This book, subtitled “Devotions for Young Children,” is easy and
fun to read, either for family devotions
or for an elementary-aged reader. The
chapters are generally short, suitable
for the shorter attention span of young
children. Many of the chapters are excellent for sparking family discussions
about God and his work of salvation
through Jesus Christ and the impact
that has on our daily lives.
The authors have done a wonderful job of explaining complex ideas.
Their use of elementary analogies is
also helpful. For example, they compare
trying to see yourself in a mirror in a
dark room versus in a lighted room, in
order to compare the dark, unconverted
heart to the new heart enlightened by
the Holy Spirit.
Occasionally the authors take a surprising turn to explain a Bible verse. For
example, in “Even a child is known by
his doings,” the authors use King Solomon’s response to God’s command, “Ask
what I shall give thee,” to flesh out the
meaning of the verse. In only one place
did we struggle with the KJV: for the verse
“Quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor.
16:13). Even though the authors rewrote
the verse in modern English, we compared a couple of different translations.
Our family enjoyed and benefitted
from God’s Alphabet for Life. We recommend it to families with young children.
New Horizons, March 2012

Theme: “Contemporary

Challenges/Opportunities
Facing the Evangelical and
Reformed Churches”.
Guest Speaker:

Dr. Cornelis Venema
President and Professor of Doctrinal Studies
Mid-America Reformed Seminary, Dyer,
Indiana, U.S.A., and author of The Promise
of the Future, Getting the Gospel Right,
Children at the Lord’s Table, The Gospel
of Free Acceptance in Christ, among other
titles.

Venue: St. Christophers Church,
Avonhead Rd.
The conference will provide opportunity for instruction from God’s
Word, singing praises, and fellowship with one another as we
rejoice in our common Reformation heritage and are challenged to
live out the supremacy of Jesus Christ today.

Friday, 2 November
7:30 pm: Lecture 1: “Challenges to Preaching as the principal
means of grace”

Saturday, 3 November
9:15 am: Lecture 2: “Challenges to the churches in evangelism”
11:00 am: Lecture 3: “Challenges to the understanding of
Christ’s Kingship” (a.k.a. the “two kingdoms/natural law”
debate).
12:00 pm: Question & Answer
• A book table (used/new) will be available (opens 6:30 pm Friday –
closes 1 pm Saturday).
• A light supper Friday evening, and Saturday morning tea.
• Limited billeting will be available for the Friday evening.
• The fee for this conference is $15 if registered before October 12th
or $20 at the door.
• To register for the conference visit http://www.crefc.org.nz
• To enquire about billeting email crefc@gmail.com
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Missions focus

An evening with the Jameses
An evening with Rev. Barry and Mrs
Anne James was hosted by the Reformed Church of Silverstream on
Wednesday, 16th, July. It was a wellattended event with members of neighbouring congregations coming to listen
to the Jameses’ latest experiences of
their recent “tour of duty” in Mbale,
Uganda.
Mr James – dressed with a traditional shirt from that region, and with
Mrs James opting to just show off her
traditional dress – told the meeting all
about the work that they had been
engaged in.
The Jameses spent approximately
seven and a half months in Mbale,
during the wet and dry seasons. There
seem to be only two seasons in Uganda,
wet or dry, so it appears that the locals
do not experience autumn or spring –
just the seasons either side.
During that seven and half months,
Mr James conducted lectures and examinations of students, preached in
the village churches, and attended to
various other matters needing to be
taken care of, such as driving visiting ministers from the OPC USA over
the rather hazardous roads. Driving in
Uganda and especially during the wet
season requires resilience, fortitude
and a can-do attitude. The roads are
of such a nature that you actually have
to navigate your way over the potholestudded stretches, which means driving
on any side that doesn’t have potholes
and where there are no oncoming vehicles! Mr James seemed to be quite
adept at this after visiting Mbale seven
times before. However, most of the
American missionaries (except the last
of them) were rather reluctant to try
their hand, finding the idea of driving
on Ugandan roads daunting.
The Jameses also hosted the many
visiting ministers and their wives over
that time, which also involved Anne
cooking for and generally looking after
them.
The Knox Theological College has
four Ugandan men studying for the
ministry at the present time, and also
caters for men from other parts of Africa.

There have been men coming to the
College from neighbouring Kenya. They
live in the dormitory on the KTC site
during the three-week terms of lectures.
Even though the numbers are small KTC
continues to train up men suitable for
ministry in Africa.
Mrs James had two regular weekly
ladies’ Bible studies, which she had
also conducted in previous years. She
commented that it was delightful to see
the Christian growth in these women
over the years. There is a real ministry
among the women of the church there.

The women had presented the lady
mzungu (white person) with a long dress
(pictured) which they wanted her to
wear. The dress is made from a very
long piece of cloth, and one size fits all.
Mr James presented the sale documentation of the land that the Silverstream Youth Club purchased for
the Kama church, which was pictured
during the evening. Hopefully a couple
of members of the SYC will write an
article about this purchase for a future
Missions in Focus.
Walter Walraven

